One Branch of ROYERs

Their Imprint on Owen County
Photo and information [rom Jim Rover, P.O. Box 181854, Dallos TX 7521 §-8854; e-muil: jrovera pulse nei

illiam Royer came to Patricksburg, Indiana from Ohio by way of Bowling Green. His first wife,
Elizabeth Silvius, also from Ohio, may have been the daughter of William Silvius who died in1865 and

is buried in the Bower Mennonite Cemetery. There were three children from that marriage, one living to
adulthood. Elizabeth died October 3, 1858, and on March 10, 1859 William married Elizabeth Miller, Nine
children were bomn in that marmage: Eliza Jane (died young), Catherine Elizabeth, Lewis M. and Samuel M.
(twins), Anna Belle (died young), Daniel Emory and Mary Emma (twins), and Florence V. and Dennis.

According to the biographical sketch in Histary of Owen County, Indiana, 1884, William was born in Logan
County, Ohio, August 13, 1831, the second of eight children of John and Catharine (Funk) Royer, natives of
Virginia, and of German extraction. At age cighteen, William apprenticed to the tailoring trade and went into
business for himself About 1852 hn: rm:-wd to Indiana, and located in Bowling Green for a time.

After moving to Patricksburg he acquired a large farm, was
proprietor of “Royer House™ hotel in Patricksburg beginning
in 1865, and, according to the old history book, had a store
that did an annual business of $25,0007, an impressive sum
for a mercantile in the mid-nineteenth century,

Jim Royer provided a detailed genealogy beginning with
John Jr. (b. 30 Jun 1806) and Catherine Funk Royer (b. 12
Oct 1802). William, the Patricksburg merchant, farmer, and
hotel owner, died August 21, 1890, predeceasing his second
wife Elizabeth Miller who died December 21, 1894,

Royer House, Patriclkbug

Jim, the contributor of this information, is a grandson of Samuel Martin Royer who married Elizabeth B.
Klingler (b. 10 Mar 1867 —d. 25 Sep 1928) and son of Ralph Raymond Rover (b. 22 Jun 1887 — d. 16 Mar 1940)
and Kathleen Fern Franklin, The Klingler line goes back to William and Christina (Smaltz) Klingler. Reaching
farther back into the Funk line, Jim has dala showing Catherine (Funk) Royer's parents as Bishop Daniel Funk (b.
24 Feb 1781 — d 2] Sep 1859) and Christina Saftely (b. 17 Nov 1781 — d. 20 Jan 1860), Bishop Daniel was a son
of Henry and Barbara (Showalter) Funk, and grandson of Bishop Heinrick (d. 1760) and Anna (Moyer) Funk (d. 8
Jul 1758).

amuel Martin Royer, proprietor of a general store in Patricksburg then Spencer, County Councilman, School

Board member, elected County Auditor in 1915, President of the Chamber of Commerce, Secretary of the

County Products Show, had a lengthy and interesting obituary in the Owen County Democrat September 24,
1925, It reads, in part, “He was a son of William and Elizabeth Royer, leading pioneer residents of Lancaster
(Patricksburg) and one of a large family of children. The following brothers and sisters survive i.e. John Will
Royer, Terre Haute; Elizabeth Coates, Center Point; Emery Rover, St. Joseph, Mo.; Emma Weber, Dayton, O.;
Florence Lloyd, Brazil and Dennis Royer of Pairicksburg. A twin brother, named Lewis Royer, whom the decedent
dearly loved, preceded him in death.

“When but a mere lad he began clerking in his father’s general store, ... until he was about 20 years of age, when
he engaged in business for himself. Since that time he has been actively and continuously engaged in the general
mercantile business in Lancaster and Spencer, with the exception of a few months he was in the general hardware
business. ... he moved his family to Spencer in 1910, He was married to Miss Elizabeth Klingler, July 24, 1886
and to this union was bom the following named children vizz Ralph, Emest, Mrs, Pearl Maners, Austin, Mrs.
Kathryn Bright, Mrs. Irene Carpenter, David and Virginia, all of whom survive except David who died in 1918.

“In the year 1909, while a member of the Owen County Council ... it was largely through his efforts that an
appropriation was made and passed which made possible the building of our Court House, ...

continued nexi page
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Royer Family OCCGS REFERENCE ONL)

he family group photo must have been taken in the early 1880s. In the picture, the man standing on the right

is John Will Royer, the only surviving heir from the firsi marriage to Elizabeth Silvius. Next to him is his

stepmother Elizabeth (Miller) who has her hand on the shoulder of her husband William, The two boys on
the back row are twins Lewis Monroe and Samuel Martin, born 20 Jul 1865, Lewis died 21 Mar 1923 and Samuel
died 11 Sep 1925. The younger boy is Daniel Emery (b. 24 Jan 1874 — d. 17 Jun 1940). The two girls are
Catherine Elizabeth (b. 31 Jan 1863 — d. | Jun 1935), and Daniel’s twin Mary Emma. Other children were: Eliza
Jane, born in 1860 but lived only two years; and the two youngest children not pictured, Florence Viola (16 Mar
1877 -7 Jul 1946) and Dennis (7 Sep 1872 - 14 Feb 1949),
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ABOUT OUR COVER

Our cover picture depicts a farm wife’s life at the wm of the century. The lady 1s Nancy Jane (Franklin) Wampler.
She and her husband Riley (Joseph Riley) fanmed in several locations over the years, but this scene is believed to be
on the cast side of the Owen-Monroe County Line Road about a mile south of State Road 46. She was bom 27
March 1848 and died at her daughter Orpha McHenry's home on Concord Road 21 November 1933, Nancy Jane,
called “Nan" was a daughter of Isaac G. and Malinda Caroline (Coffey) Franklin and pranddaughter of Flemung and
Elizabeth (Jones) Franklin, all of the Flatwoods neighborhood. Nan had three sisters and a brother. They were
Mary E, who married George William Lewis and lived in Missouri and later Kansas; Rosetta C. who married [saac
“Will" Clayman who was an Indianapolis peddler of “Clayman’s Tea and Coffee™; William F. who was a barber in
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A Brochure
COMMEMORATING A VISITATION

BY THE

Blair County Chapter. Pennsylvania Society
Sons of the American Revolution and
Members of the Daughters of the American Revolution

And Friends to the

SAMUEL ROYER HOMESTEAD

At Royer, Woodbury Township

Blatr County, Pa.

ON THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 1951

Reception for New Members

G
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Life at the Furnace, Forge and the Forest
By W. Ray Metz

The remains of the past are rapidly diminishing with the changes ol our
American culture and the only things that still linger are the beautilul memaories
of the days gone by,

Scattered here and there over the wooded hills and valleys of central Pennsyl-
vinin, and especially in the valley of the Blue Juniata River and its tributaries,
ity still be found the ruins of many an old iron furnace or forge. Each is an in-
teresting ruin. Although today they are merely piles of large stones or portions ol
old foundation walls just peeping through coverings of underbrush and briass
making breeding places for snakes and insects, these places were, about the beginning
of the nineteenth eentury, the scenes of great activity, They were the centers of
communities where the ironmasters and their dependents lived, loved, and labored,
There the pioneer ironmakers of Pennsvlvania, toiling havd, produced iron needed
[ manifold purposes. Thus, they played their part in laying the foundation of a2
gredat eommonwealth.

Searcely a trace is left of these onee busy establishments — no longer can be
heard the splashing of the water over the great water wheels or the thundering of
the forge hammmers, No loonger can be seen the clouds of black smoke and red dust
hillowing from the Turnace stacks or the sparks and fames spitting from the cupu-
loes. Gone are the bustling offices. stores, blacksmith shops and casting sheds, the
charcoal sheds, the dams, and moest of the little loz or stone cottage homes of the
workers,

Gone, also, are the [amiliar sounds of the forest, the thud of the axes, the
crashing of the great trees, the loud call of the teamsters, the snap of the teamsters'
long Jeather whips, the tinkling of their bow bells, the sereech of their wooden axles,
the whine of their brakes, and the smell of buming wood. Gone, tog, are the workers
and the ironmasters themselves. All have disappeared from the furnace, forge and
forest, and today they are just another memory in my garden ol beautiful mem-
nries,

In the spring of 1811, Daniel Royer of Franklin County and John Royer of
Huntingdon County, ironmasters, came to Woodbury township, Huntingdon Coun-
ty, in search of a site to establish an iron plantation, They found o suitable location
about three miles below Willinmsburg on the south bank of the Juniata River and
purchased of John Canan and Margery, his wife, six parcels of land by deed dated
December 20, 1811, containing 2,115 acres and the three major necessities for a sue =™
cessful forge, viz; a nearby source of pig iron, water power and fuel, Here they éstab-
lished their plantation and named it Cove Forge. This forge, when completed, had
two hammers and four fives, viz; theee refineries and one chafery,

Bar iron was the principal product of this forge, and to transport it to Pites-
burgh, the main iron market, involved an expense of $20 to $40 per ton.

Cove Forge continued in operation seventy-four vears and emploved about
twentv-hive to thirty men steadily.

From the time cast iron was first made in the fourteenth century or earlier,
some process hid to be devised for refining it. “Thus, refinery forges came i
existence. Like the bloomeries and blast fumaces, the refinery forges of Pennsylvania
were patterned after those of England and the methods emploved were English.
Pig iron in rough bass from five to six feet long and about six inches wide was used.
Two or three were put into the st hearth called the “refnery™, one end being
placed in the chareoal Bre. As the ends soltened under the heat of the blast in the
deep fire pot. the portions of the bars outside the fire were pushed in. The “finers"
worked the mass with long iron bars into a lomp called a “hall-bloom". This process
was similar to that of making “hlooms™ at the bloomeries, The mass was slung by
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means of hooks and tongs from the hearth and placed under a weighty hammer
driven by a water wheel in order to refine it or o hammer out its impurities. The
first process in the fire had done much to drive out the carbon, The half bloom,
placed in the “refinery” once more and heated to a bright red color, was worked
under the hammer again, this time into an “ancony” — a flat, thick bar with a
rough knob on each end. These were sometimes sold in the market as bars of com-
merce, But more often, the “ancony” was reheated at another hearth called the
“chafery” and worked under the hammer into long bars at the same forge, These
bars were then cut into convenient lengths, and were ready for sale to blacksmiths,
locksmiths, and others to be made into fnished products of various Kinds, The
finished bars varied in length, width, and thickness. Often they were drawn about
fourteen fect long, two inches wide, and one half inch thick; others were drawn
several feet long and one inch or two inches square.

The foree hammer or hammers were massive,  Each hammmer head was of a
heavy picee of wrought o cast iron weighing several hundred pounds. Tt was
mounted on an oak beam and usually ran parallel to the water wheel shaft, the
trannions of which caught the helve or sak beam a little distanee behind the ham-
mer head. The foundation of timber and stones bore the weight of the heavy
‘strokes on the resounding anvil. Water wheels measuring twenty-five or more
feet n diameter furnished the power for the hammers and bellows which furnished
the blast for the “fireg™,

Skilled men worked at the hammers and at the hearths. The iron was hirst
worked by the "finers". The technique of swinging the hali-bloom to the hammer
and back to the hearth required much strength and practice. The hammermen,
likewise, were experienced. It required no little degree of strength to draw the bars
to exnet given sizes, In addition to the three or four skilled workers, a few lnborers
;md FZI.EI'IHIPE anie or two apprentices completed the number who worked at each
orge.

For many vears when the writer was a small boy, George Schell, better known
as “Old Corkey™, was the general handy man around my father's Hardware Store
in Willinmshurg, and it i to him that 1 am indebted for many wonderful tales
of life on Tussey Mountain and in the forest when Cove Forge was in hlast, His
father, John Sehell, worked for My Royer, and lived on a small Tarm carved out
of the virgin forest, Far up on the west side of Old Tussey in what 5 now known
as the Little Loop, It was Corkey who esplained 1o me how the mountain was laid
ol in sections, called wood lots, and how one or more of these lots were allotted to

#= each chopper or group of choppers; or, if a man had several grown sons to a family,
to cut and rank cord wood.  They were paid by the cord, wsually in trade, at
the company store. A cord is a pile of wood eight feet long, four feet wide, and four
feet high, or one hundred twenty-eight cubic feet.

In looking over an old ledger of Mr. Rover's, 1 found the following interesting
facts about the cost of living in 1813 and 1814, the depression years of the War of
1812: Hauling wood, 13V4¢ per cord; coaling wood, 40¢ per cord; flour, $4.40bbl;
fresh beef, 036 Ib.; bacon, 11¢ Th; butter, 15%¢ Ih.; salt, 5.25 per bu: wheat,
L1234 per bu.; egps, 374 per dos; colfee, 45 per lb.; whiskey, 1.00 per gal.;
nails, .15 per Th.; bar iron, .06 per lh.: window glass 8 x 10, .14 rifle gun, 14.80;
coffing, 2,00 to 6,00 each: milch cow, 12,00; making coal baskets, .5% 1o (60,

As cash was a very scarce article in the early part of the 19th century, most
af the business was transacted with arders, If one of the men working for Mr. Royer
had any business with the Doctor. Undertaker, Preacher, or Priest, or any other
business man, he paid them with an order in Mr. Rover's store. where they could

Venusyhania Irsw Matulactare fn the Ebchteenth Century Piges 4 and 85
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be exchanged for merchandise to be charged to the account of the man who gave the
order. Some of the prices remain little changed today.

After the wood was properly ranked, tallied, and sufficiently seasoned, it was
hauled to the Chareoal hearth where the colliers took possession and transformed
it into charcoal.

Many of these old coal hearths can be seen on the local mountains and ridges
today. They are about 25 feet to ) feet in dinmeter, and perfectly level with a fair
road leading to them from the main forest road. The wood was piled in a round
conical pile about 12 feet high and 20 to 30 feet in diameter with a Hue in the center,
Owver the whole is placed a cover of turf or charcoal dust and so0il. The combustion
of the wood iz conducted from above downward and {rom the exterior towards
the center, At the sides of the heap are holes for the admission of air, the number
and size of which are a matter of importance. The first or “sweating” process lases
three or four dayvs, during which the cover becomes moist with condensed water,
The openings around about the base of the pile are then covered and a series of
haoles are made about hall way from the tap of the heap, As the smoke and fHame
ceases to issuc from these, they are closed and others are made lower down until
the whole has been burned. The tarry products collect at the bottont and are drawn
off by means of gutters or pipes. One cord of wood usually made about 30 bushels of
charcoal.

When all the watery and other velatile matter was removed and the finished
charcodl was taken to the Forge to be used in refining the pig iron from the furnaces
in Etna or Springheld.

The Charcoal Burners and Caolliers lived in little log cabing near their work
g0 @8 to be handy in case of fire hreaking through the earth covering, [Iwyr wirked
12 to 14 hours a day and six days a week at $6.00 a week, usually going down 1o
the settlement on Saturday night to see their families, take a weekly bath (whether
they needed it or not), have their clothes mended and washed, and lav in a new
supply of grub for the next week — wsually: home made bread, salt flitch, beans,
black strap molasses, and twist tobacea. They did their own eooking in their little
log cabins.

As the charcoal was very light: they used very large wagons drawn by 4 or 6
horses or mules to deliver it from the mountain to the vallev. The men who drove
the teams were experts in their line, snd were very proud of their outfits. They
could guide their horses with their voices, as well as their veins, The crack of their
long leather whips and their cheery Gee and Haw could be heard for a quarter
of a mile. The horses were well fed, and their well curried coats shone like a seal-
skin, The harnesses were always kept well oiled and polished. and the metal parts
sparkled like silver and gold in the sunlight. The harness was made of 5 or 6 inch
leather straps and very heavy. The broad breeching and large decorated housings
usually worn over the collar and hames almost completely covered the horses, In
the summer the horses were eovered from their cars to their tails with heavy
leathér fly nets,

The two whetl horses usually had bow bells attached (o their hames, and these
bells could be heard Tong before the team hove in sight through the forest, and
people living alone the road could tell whose tenm was coming by the sound of the

bells.

These wagons were made entirely by hand — the wheel usually 5 or 6 Tect
high with four-inch treads. The large hubs made of gum wood turmed on o home
made lathe, operated by foar power. The spokes, made of white oak or ash, were
split and shaved by hand, one at o tme. The rims, or {ellows, and the hounds were
sawed by hand out of three inch white oak planks. The axle trees and bolsters were
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made of hickory, and the beds of lynn. All this lumber had to be well seasoned.
usually cut a year ahead. and carcfully piled and stuck to dry.

The beds were very long, deep, and wide; high at both ends, and low in the
middle. After the wheel-wrights had finished their part, the wagons were taken
to the blacksmith shop to be ironed, and then to the painter to be [nished. All
these mechanics were really artists in their line of work, and any person Familiar
with these old coul wagons could tell what smith had ironed themn by the idiosyn-
erasies each displaved in the Fashioning of his irons.

On the end of the tonpue was a large peculiarly shaped hook, or clevise, to
which the lead and second teams were hitched. The irons, generally wrought in
some odd pattern, often extending more than half way back on the tongue to keep
the horses from cribbing. The same design would be carried out on the single
aned double tree frizzens, side braces, the end gate and ool box hinges and latches,
and on the rubber and brake levers. Some of the wagons had covers on the end
of the hubs, called sand caps, to keep the sand out and the linchpin in, A mixture
of pine tar and tallow was used for axle grease, and small wooden bucket or firkin
of this mixture usually hung from the rear axletree.

"~ In 1815, four wvears after building Cove Forge, John Royer and his brother
Daniel purchased a large tract of land on Piney Creek, called Springfield. where
they had found the four major necessities for the manufacture of pig iron, vie:
ore, limestone, water power and [uel,

Here they established a small village. They built a furnace, opened an ore
mine and a limestone quarry, They built a number of small cottages for the work-
s, a store, a saw mill, and grist mill and ete, buildings usnally found on 4 success-
ful iron plantation.

This furnace wis built in the form of i tuncated pyramid of stone. Built
into the side of a small hill in order that the ore, limestone flux, and charcoal could
be put into the furnace at the top, it was an impressive sight swhen in blast. The
intermittent roar of the forced blast could be heard a long distance away. From
the top ol the furnace stack o soream of sparks was occasionally emitted as the
Hames rose and fell. At night the almost smokeless flames cast a lurid glare upon
the sky, visible for miles around, which illluminated the surrounding buildings.
Within the main casting house or casting ‘ihlﬂ as it was called, which was built
directly in front of the furmace, the “mysteres” of casting were carried on. Here
the molten metal was run fmm the hearth into the warting molds of scorched

= and blackened sand. Creaking wagons drawn by teams of horses houoled the iron
ore up the furnace road. From the “bank", the fillers carried their haskets of ore,
litnestone and charcoal across the bridge to the furnace top. Pig iron was the
chief product of the blast furnace. although pots. pans. kettles: stove-plates and
fire-hacks were also cust,®

The hrm of Rover and Rover was kept busy much of the time castng ten
plate wood stoves, so-called for the reason that it required ten plates to make o
eomplete stove. This furnace was abandoned in 1885

On June 14, 1820, Samuel Rover, a son of Daniel, purchased a Lirge tract of
land at the junction of Piney Creek and the Juniata River, and built a forge which
he nomed Franklin Forge after his native county. The products of this forge
wiere similar to those of Cove Forge, and the pig ivon was obtained [rom Sprine-
field Furnuce, Cance Furnace, and Juniata Furnace. Mr. Royer operated Franklin
Forge until 1843 when he sold it to Elias Hoover of Williamshure and Daniel
H. Rover of Franklin Forge,

"Penndslvania ooy Manafscture in the Emhieeinh Century Pagr 10
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HONORABLE JOHN ROYER AND HIS DESCENDANTS
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Royer Genealogy

by Floyd G. Hocnstine
FARLY ROYER ANCESTRY

The Rover family originated in the northern part of France, especially in the
vicinity of Metz, from whence a sumber retired to the Palatinate in consequence
ol the Revocation. Sebastian Royer, the first to emigrate to America, was born
near the city of Metz and in the vear 1718 came to Pennsylvania where he settled
near Brickersville, Lancaster County. !

Sehastian Rover, a widower when he areived in America, was l(‘tlrtt‘]':.tnit‘ll
by four sons; Emig, George (John George), Samuel and Henry, The Blair County
members of this family are de scendants throueh Samuel Huu_r horn 1711, whose
wife's first name was Juliana.

CAPTAIN SAMUEL ROYER
Samuel Rover. son of Samuel and Juliana Rover, served as a Captain in
the Cumberland County Militia during the Revolutionary War.® fought at Brandy-
wine and wintered at Valley Forge where he was Commissary Officer. During
that period he resided near Wavnéshoro, Cumberland County | Franklin County
sinee 1784) where he took an active part in the development of the country.

As a resident of Washington Township (now Quiney Township) he was one
of the signers of a petition presented ar the 1784 Session of the General Assembly
asking for the erection of a new county to be taken from the southwestern part
of Cumberland County. He was commissioned on Murch 27, 1786, a Justice of
the Peace for Washington Township in which capacity he served as Judee of the
Courts for Franklin County.

Captain Samuel Royer was born in Lancaster County in 1788 and died in
Franklin County in 18238, He married Chatherine Lampshear in 1761, To this

I Mesportals ol the Hngoenon fn Aoeeici, by Bey, A -‘irupll'l--u. L LITEN
T Pennsv]viinin Archives, Filth Secies, Vol 6, Paged B0 95, 510, 504, 36, 551, 68

DANIEL ROYER HOMESTEAD
Near Waynesboro, Fa.
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union were born daughters; Elizabeth and Catherine, and sons; Daniel, S:tﬂll-il?l,
John and Jacob. Samuel, Jr., married Susan Mack and continued to reside in
Franklin County, while Daniel, John and Jacob came to Woodberry Township,
Huntingdon County, (now Woodbury Township, Blair County) Pr:nm;}'lvar!m.
Daniel and John became noted ironmasters of this region while Jacob, who married
Mary Keagy, became o suceessful farmer and tanner.

ENSIGN DANIEL ROYER
{See Chart page 8)

Dianiel Rover (1762-1838) the first son of Captain Samuel and Catherine
Royer was born April 17, 1762, and married about 1788 to Catherine Stoner
(1769-1858) a daughter of Abrabam Stoner who served during the Revolutionary
War s a Private under Capt. Daniel Clapsaddle and under Col. James Johnston.!

Maniel Royer served during the Revolutionary War as an Ensign, 5th Coms-
pany, 1st Battallion, Cumberland County Militia, performing duty a8 a Ranger
o the Frontier.?

The following story was supplied recently by Dr. I Franklin Royer of Green-
castle, Pa., who states that it was handed down by “word of mouth” through
direct descendants and was related o the Cumberland Valley “Royer Clan®” on
the 2nd day of August, 1938, by Rev. J. G; Francis; editor and publisher of a
history of Rovers in America:

“During the severe winter at Valley Forge, 1777-78, Philadelphin Torics kept
in touch with North New  Jersey Tories and wore continuously ndvising Howe's
English Forces when herds were ncross New Jersey to Turnish beel for Washington's
Army at Valley Forge, Howe, in possession of this ddviee would then send oat scouts
to seize the herds and drive them o Philadelphin to be slaughtered for feeding the
enemmy forces in Philadelphia,

At this time of food searcity and i desperation, Capt Samnuel Royer as Commis-
sary Officer, ordered his young son Daniel [not yer sixteen) to bring his entire heérd
from the home farm at Five Forks 1o Valley Forge.

Genernl Washineton, on hearing of this generous @il and of voung Daniel’s
accomplishment, senf for Capt, Samuel and son Daniel and thanked both for the
Army and for the Government and for himself, and o show further apprecintion,
ssked both todine with him st his headguarters,

Tt is believed that Captain Royver's slave assisted Daniel in driving the herd
throush the Qumberland Volley to the crossing ot John Hars® Ferry (Harrisburg )
thenee to) the slughter houwe .i'uud by the Schovlkill near Valley Forge™

Draniel Royer sequired prominence during his early life, being elected County
Commissioner for Franklin County in 1791 while vet under thirty years of age,”
He alse served as o member of the General Assembly of Pennsvlvania during the
vears 1794 and 1799 representing Franklin County,® and on: July 18, 1794, he was
cotnmissioned o Justice of the Peace,

In 1811, he and his brother, John Royer, purchased land in Huntingdon Coun-
tv, upnn which Cove Forge was erected, and in 1814 another tract of land was pur-
chased which became the site for Springficld Furnace. However, he cantinued
1o reside in the large Stone house which he built on the south side of the highway
where it crosses Antictam Creek a short distance cast of Wayneshoro, where he
died March 26, 1858,

Upon Daniel Rover's return to his home in Franklin County, his interests in
the iron industry were assumed and carvied on by his sons; Samuel Royer (1792-
1856 and John Rover (1798-1885), and by his sons-in-law David Good and George
Schmucker, T e

1. American Revolutionary Saldiers a0 Franklin County, by Vieginin 5. Feadesek, 1944
o5 kel

i Historical Sketch of Franhlin Connty, by 1, 1, MeGauley, 1076

4. The Pennsyvlvania Manial, 194748 Vel 84 0



SAMUEL ROYER, ESQUIRE

Samuel Royer, son of Ensign Daniel Rover,
was employed as a clerk, as manager of Cove
Forge, supervised construction of Springficld
Furnace in 1814 and became manager of
Springfield Furnace in 1821, This Furnace wis
owned salely by his father and he continued
as manager for the heirs after his father's death
in 1858, In 1820 Samuel Royver purchased land
upon which he later erected Franklin Forge,
From 1821 until his death in 1856 he occupied
the mansion house at Springfield. Furnace.

He was first married about 1816 to Sarah
Provines (1796-1832) and their remains repose
i the Royer cemetory on the slope of Lock
Mountain, overlooking Springheld Furnace,
He was marricd stcondly to Mrs. Martha Me-
Namara [ 1802-1881) a daughter of John Pat-
Ton.

Samuel Rover occupied a prominent pos-
ition in the affairs of his community, the county
and the state. He was a member of the Royer
Methodist Episcopal church and a guiding in-
Auence in its religious life,

SAMUEL ROYER, ESQUIRE

His life work can be best recorded by guoting a letter dated Feb, 14, 1838,
at Musical Fund Hall, Philadelphia, addressed to 1. M. Porter, Esq., and now
being preserved by Mrs. Rover P. Hartman, present occupant of the mansion
house at Springficld Furnace, which reads as follows:

“8ir: — Having reecived a note from vou, under date of the 13th inst; desiring
a biographical sketch of ‘my life; which 1 shall proceed to give vou, in o condenscd
form; T was born in Franklin County, in this State: on the tenth (10th) day of
July, 1792, with-in enc mile of Wayneshoro; where tny parents continue to reside;
my education was the common english school, and, gquite limited, In the winter ol
1810, 1 lefe home, for Centre County, and, secured a elerk-ship, at Iron-Works,
in the vicimity of Bellefonte, Pa, During the summer of the same year, my emplovers
relinguished the business, at that place. T then went to Cove Forge, Huntingdon
Clounty, within two miles of Williamsbure, on the banks of the river Juninta, where
I remmined, i the capacity of elerk, and, after-wards Manager, until 1814, when [
went to superintend the building of Springfcld Furnace, with-in five miles of Wil- -
lamsburg; in 1815; 1 went to Williamsburg, and, commenced the mercantile business;
about 1820, [ was appointed Post Master of that place; in 1821 1 discontinued the
mercantile business, and, roturnetd to Springficld Furnace, where "I beeame interested
in the establishmrns, .md continue to reside there; about the year 1823, 1 was
appeimted  Post Master, at Spongheld Furnace; in [B32, T wan elected to thr' Legis-
Inture of Pennsvivaniag and, previous to taking my seat, resigned  the office of Poat
Master: alter serving one sesmon o the Legislature, and feturned home: T addressed
a letter to my constituents, for the honor conferved, and, declined being vonsidered
a candidote again; in 1B34, 1 ‘was again appointed Post Master., at Spomgheld
Furnace, which situation 1 continue to hold; at two several stite conventions, held
at Harrisburg, Pa,, on the 4th of March, 1836, by the Whig and Anti-masonic
delegates, my name wis placed on the Electors ticket, plediged o support Gen.
Harrison: in August 1836, I was nominated for a n:r'.mhrr of the Convention, to
revise and amend the Constitution of Penngylvania: and, in Nevember, followin
was elected to @ sent in the Convention, by o majority of upwards of eleven hllnllrrj
having thus given you a briel sketeh, I remain, — Very Respectiully, Samuel Royer,”

To the above we can only add, that Mr. Royer died at Springhield Furnace
on the Grd of September, 1856, and his obituary related at length his prominence
and wirtues, stating that he enjoyed “the confidence and friendship of those de-
pendent upon him for they found him a man of kind heart and charitable dis-
position.”




Members of the Samuel Rover family who continued in the iron industrs
included Daniel H. Royer who was employed by his [ather as manager at Franklin
Foroe and became to-owner in B33 with Elias Hoover, continuing until 1854
when they sold their interests to . Sewell Stewart, a brother-in-law, hushand of
L.ucy P. Royer

Archibald MeAllister, whose wife was Henrietta P, Royer, was emplovec
at Springfield Furnace, and in 1873, was listed as “Manager Springfield Furnace
and Superintendent of Springheld Mines.™!

Dir. Samucl M. Rover of Martinsburg operited Rebeeca Furnace for one
vear and other members of the [amily have found employment more or less in the
irom inchustry.

JOHN ROYER, BACHELOR

John Rover (1798-1885) a brother of Sam-
uel Rover, Esq. and a son of Ensign Daniel
and Catherine Rover was born in Franklin
County. Pa., and came o Cove Forge at the
e ol 15 where he was L'|IL]}|u§rt‘_'d by his unele,
John Rover, asa clerk.

Upon erection of Springficld Furnice in
1815 he transferred from the forze to the fur-
nace where he was employed until 1821 when
he and his brother-in-law, George Schmucker,
purchased Covie Forge which they continued
1o operate until 1854 when Mr, Royer bought
Mr. Schmucker’s interest.

John Rover came into sole possession of
Springheld Furnace about 1865 and from
that date became one of the largest property
owners in Blair County, His holdings i addi-
tion to Cove Forge and Springheld Furnpee
included several thousand acres of mountain

lands and large holdings in farming lands JOHN ROYE
5 i Tk B whrhos i JHE OYER, BACHELOR
At the time of writing his will in Oct, 1872,
he bequeathed direct $185,000 to relatives, not
including library, lurniture, mansion house and an anticipated rvesidue,

In 1BB2, it was written that he “is now close upon the eighty-fifth milestone
in the journey of life, and vet he is so hearty and active that his physical nature
seems o tell the story of a man only moderately aged."*

Mr. Rover was never married. His entire life, with the exception of his early
vouth, was devoted to the iron industry of the present Blair County. From 1821
until his death in 1885, a span of sixtv-lour Yeurs, he resided and r.-]Ji:r:nur_i Clove
Forge which upon his death was closed, being the first and last iron lorge to operate
in Blair County.

PDavid Good (1796-1864), brother-in-law ol Samuel Royer, Esq. operateg
Springhield Furnace as David Good & Co., and in 1858, he and his brother-in-law
John Rover purchased the interests of the other heirs of Daniel Royer and became
partners in the aperation of the Mirnace.

L Poaieriy®s Atlas of Flubtiogdon amd Bleir Connties. 1873
L Aloiea™s Hiptory of Blair County, TREE. pmce 230



George Schmucker (1794-1879) also joined with his brother-in-law John
Rover in the purchase of Cove Forge from John and Jane Royer in 1821, The
operation of this forge in partnership continued until 1858 when Mr. Schiucker,
at that time residing in Cedar County, Iowa, sold his intercst to his partner.

v rY
»

JOHN ROYER HOMESTEAD
at Cove Forge

HON., JOHN ROYER
(See chart page 3

John Rover (1778-1850) the third son of
Capt. Samuel and Catherine Rover, was born
in Franklin County Nov. 22, 1778 and marmed.
about 1806, Jane Bopps (1784-1868) a daugh-
ter of John and Elizabeth | Johnston) Bowsos of
Franklin County

Mr. Royer's early experience in the irdn
industry was acouired as a clerk at the Cham-
ber’s Iron Works in Fraoklin County, then in
partnership with his brother-in-law. Andrew
Bovps operated Logan Furnace near Belle-
fonte; Centre County: Pa,

John Rover, Trenmaster, of Huntmgdon
County and his brother Daniel of Franklin
Clourity purchased in excess of two thousand
acres of land in Woadbury Township, on Dec
20 1811, located a shore distanee below Wil-
liamsburg. and enpaged in the building of
Cove Forge which was completed the following SAMUEL J. ROYER

yEAL Son of Hon, John Royer

They then purchased. on April 25, 1814,
a tract of land upon which thev built Spring-
Aeld Furnace, It is believed that the stone mension houses were boilt at about

the same time,
14



In 1820 John and Jane (Boges) Rayer sold their one-half interest in Spring-
ficld Furnace to his brother, Daniel Rover, of Franklin County, and the following
vear John and Jane [Boggs) Royer sold their onc-half interest in Gove Forge o
his nephews, John Rover, son of Daniel, and Georzge Schmucker,

In 1821 the Honorable John Royer moved to Williamsburg and was the suc-
cessful eandidate for the General Assembly of Pennsylvanis, representing Hunting-
dor. County, and in 1832 Mr., Royer and his Famnily removed from Blair Count
and after residence ot several places west of the Alleghenies he located at IIr_IiltIh-
town from where he was again electd a member of the General Assembly for the
vear (841, representing Somerser and Cambria Counties,

Mr. Royer's family moved with his business and industreial interests and of
his eleven children: Catherine and Johin B, sere born in Franklin County, Samuel
J.. Theodore, Elizabeth, Alfred and Nancy M. at Cove Forge, Alexander at Wil-
lamshurg, Sarah Jane and Andrew Franés at Kiskiminitas, and Mary Letitia
at Saltsburg or Blairsville. Mr. Rover died at his residence on Washington St..
Johnstown, Pa., on Mar, 5, 1850,

L9 OFf the members of his family whe followed the iron industey, it s known that
Samuel J. (1811-1883) had charee of the Martha Furnace in Blair County and
at a later period he had charge of the books of the Bloomfield Furnace Company
of Blair County,

1. Jeibin Rowis wnd Flis Deseeindants, by J. M, Shank, 108 | maguserlpe )

COVE FORGE
(Civil War Days)
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