STLE WINE MAY FLOW .AGAIN
BY JANET CLAYTON

do'Nn and build apartments we probably could have gotten
$30,000 ot $40,000 more for it
that way," she said. "But we feel
confident that Mr. Falco will
retain the history of the house.
That is, you know, very important."

Tim.es Stall Writer

SANTA ANA - At a time
when Santa Ana was virtually a
collection of mustard patches.
young August Reuter crune here
and envisioned a castle similar to
those in his native Germany. So
in the 1880s he built Reuter Kastle on 15 acres of raw land.

Ar;nstrong, August Reuter's only
child.
The Angles inherited the
·property upnn her death in 19111.

The two-story castle, complete
with crenellated turret for viewing, is made of redwood, finished
to resemble the stone facade of
many German castles.
When Reuter Kastlc was built,
the present Grand A vc. carried
the name Barlett Ave., in honor
of a prominent local banker in
the 1880s. At that time, about
1,500 persons lived in Santa Ana,
which was still a part of Los Angeles County, said James Sleeper.
a local historian. A three-hour
train ride on the Southern Pacific
was the only way to reach the
big city of Los Angeles - then
with a population-of 1,183.

In her will, she requested that
the house be restored. Mrs. Angle
said that wish is the reason why
she and her husband refused to
sell the house to other prospective buyers.
"Most of them wanted to tear it

Transportation to the neighboring towns of Tustin and
Orange was provided by the
"Orange Dummy" - a streetcar
pulled by a mule. To this affluent
farming community came AuPlease Turn to Page 7, Col. 1

Less than an acre cf that land
is left today, but instead of following other historic homes into
oblivion, the castle has been
f;''en a new lease on life.
\

Lee Falco Jr., the new owner of
the castle and president of Old
House Restaurants Inc., has announced that his corporation
plans to restore the castle to its
original form. The renovated
house will then be converted into
a Victorian-style restaurant.
"It will be like stepping back
10-0ye,"ar Fale aid.
"All furnishings will be reproductions of that era. It will be very
authentic."
iHte ;

Falco recently acquired the
castle from Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Angle of Anaheim. Angle was a
cousin of the late Elsa Reuter

August Reuter
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gust Reuter, a wealthy Ba\·arian whose mother had been a
lady-in-waiting to the queen of Prussia.
Born in 1850, Reuter came to New York in 1867 probably in search of adYenture, said Mrs. Angle. He
gradually trekked westward, until he landed in Santa Ana in
1876.
No one seems sure why August settled in this city. But
once here, he bought 15 acres of mustard patches and
eventually converted the land into a grape orchard, a
walnut grove, and a vineyard.
For several years, the focus of the outdoor acreage was
the vineyards. August and his younger brother Ludwig
owned Reuter Brothers Winery, the only one within city
limits. That distinction is what put them out of business in
1902, when local option Ja·.vs prohibited them from selling
their wine within the city, said Sleeper.
Mrs. Angle said that the old copper tubing that ran wine
from the winery to the cellar still exists today. Reuter had
set it up so that he could simply turn the spigot and get wine,
like water from a faucet.
Reuter undoubtedly found many occasions to serve his
wine to his many houseguests. Mrs. Angle said that during
its glory years, several prominent persons dined at the castle
- local notables such as William Spurgeon, founder of
Santa Ana; and international celebrities such as :\ladam
Helena :\lodjcska, the Shakespearean actress from Poland.
Sleeper said that when Reuter died of a ruptured appendix
in 1902, the estate was w01th $20,000 - an appreciable sum
at that ume. Mrs. Reuter. her toddler daughter Els:l, and
Mrs. Reuter's parents continued to liYe in the castle until
1907, according to county records.
The house changed owners ouL<ide of the family several
times until the early 1950s, when Mrs. Elsa Reuter Armstrong, bought it back to prevent it from being torn down.
Martha MacFarlane, a onetime neighbor of Mrs. Armstrong,
said Reuter's daughter held a strong fascination and
devotion for the castle, even when she was not living there.
'Sometimes she would go over there for days at a time,
and only leave it to eat or come feed her cats at her other
house," she said. "Finally she just moved back into the castle
altogether.~

By the time she moved back into the castle in the early
1960s, Mrs. Armstrong was widowed, elderly. and frail.
Friends say that she only lived in two rooms of the six-room
house. It further detc1iorated after her death in 1974.
Mrs. Angle said vandals attacked the vacant castle about
15 times - setting fires, smashing windows, and yanking off
doorknobs. Finally the Angles had the redwood doors
removed and placed in a basement for safekeeping.
In recent years the castle has remained shlouded and
obscured by overgrown trees and shrubbery. Some motorists driving down Grand might miss it completely.
But Lee Falco saw it. He noticed the castle while driving
one day last_June, and within a few days, he had contacted
the Angles about buying the house. The key factor in
making the purchase. he said, was that he assured the
Angles that he would preserve the histo::ical importance of
the house.

RESTAURATEURS-Chandra McNary and Lee
Falco Jr. of Old House Restaurants Inc. check the
interior of Reuter Kastle,, Firm plans to turn the
Victorian-style home into a dining establishment.
Times photo

'Tm a businessman, but I love history too," he said. "Not one
wall v.'ill be removed."
Falco has enlisted the aid of several experts, including
Myrt Purkiss, a local landscape architect Purkiss designed
the Roaring 20's and airfield sections of Knott's Berry Farm,
in addition to the Victorian-style Heritage House at
California State University,· Fullerton.
"The Victorians regarded buildings a!! symbols and
worked hard to make them 'fitting'• he said. "We're workmg
on designs to restore the castle garden to the friendly
country look of the period."
Mrs. Weston Walker, executive secretary of the Santa
Ana Historical Preservation Society, and Sleeper, chainnan
of the Santa Ana Cultural Heritage Committee, have
C>.'Pressed enthusiasm for the proJeCl
But one family member, who declined to be identified
commented. "It seems like it's a monetary deal. not histoncal
1 guess Elsa wanted the house restored, but 1 don't know if
she'd want it to be a restaurant •
Nevertheless, renovation is scheduled to begin next week,
and workers are aiming for a July completion date. Not all
materials are available locally. Purkiss said he may have to
send to San Francisco for Victorian hardware.
"We'd like all of it to be right," he said. "This house
represents a sort of folk ardtitecture."
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DETERIORATION-Tumbledown garden of Reuter Kastle may be splendid once again.
Times photos by Cliff Otto
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