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THE C URJOUS MYSTERY OF THE SCHANDEIN 

PICTURES 

F ranees F crrier Hanks 

Every genealogical resea rcher dreams of fi nding a 

family photograph al bum con taining pictures of ancestors. 

If such occurs, the researcher must compare the known data 

with the photographs in the hope of identify ing the subjects 

and extendin g the knowledge of the fami ly. This situa tion 

provides the research er with a special research challenge. 

Any idenl ificalions must usually be on the basis of circum­

stant ia l evidence as, in th e case of photographs from prior 

lo th e turn of the cent ury, there is usually no one around 

who can help with the identificat ions. 

In some cases, however , the photographs th em­

selves give the researcher clues he might not otherwise ob­

tain. The pictures must be removed from the album very 

carefully. Durin g the n ineteen th century, photographers 

frequently printed th eir name an<l location on the borders 

of their photographs. In some cases, especially in Germany 

and in heavi ly German-popula ted cities in the U.S., thi s in­

formation is printed on the back and often includes any cx­

li ihil awards the photographer had achieved. The awards 

information can be he lpful in da tin g the photographs. 

In rare in stan ces d id the owners of the album feel it 

necessary to ident ify the pictures--after all , they a lready 

knew who the subjects were. Some a lbums, however, con­

ta ined a page al th e back on which the subjects could be 

identifi ed and, if so, the owner migh t be encouraged lo fill 

in the n a mes of the subjects. /\ las, such identifications as 

arc found are all too frequently simply "G randmother" or 

"Papa", leavin g the researcher uninformed about the iden­

tit ies of both the subject and the owner oft he a lbum. 

Franz Ludwig Schmid and his twin Georg Ludwig 

were born 24 Jun 1828 al Worms, Hesse-Darmstad t. Evi­

dently Georg died young as he was not confi rmed with his 

October 1994 

brother. Upon reaching majority, Franz Ludwig em igrated 

to the U. S., Anglic ized h is name lo Frank Louis and was 

natura lized at St. Louis, MO 25 Jul I 856 after the requisite 

five years' residency. He was married 28 M ay 1857 lo 

Louise Dorothy Womer al St. Louis and they became well­

known and hi ghly respected members of the German com­

munity of St. Louis during the latter ha lf of the nineteenth 

century. 

Frank Schm id can be found in an 1860 C ity Direc­

tory listed as a saloon keeper al 71 Carondelet Avenue 

where the family resided in the rear. Subsequent Directo­

r ies until 1865 show h im opera tin g saloons a l various loca­

tions in downtown St. Louis. The fi rst four Schmid 

children were born during thi s period . 

unmarked 
Adolf and Emma? Adolf Schandein 

From 1866 to 1872 he does not appear in either the 

City or Business D irectories. In 1873 he reappears in the 

firm of Schmid & Bicker [Becker], wholesale liquor 

dealers. It was during this period immedia tely following 

the War Between th e Stales tha t Frank Schm id and h is 

family returned to his native Worms where thei r last four 

children were born . Evidence of passport applications 

indicates th at the return to Germ any had been in tended 

earlier; however, it seems that the bir ths of the th ird and 

fourth children necessita ted postponement of the tr ip. 

Page 62 



Volume I II, Number 9 

NEWSLETIER STAFF 

Editor: T. Maureen Schoenky 

J\ssociate Editor: Wil liam J. Toeppe 

Production: Lyman Scheel 

To continue receivin g the GGS!I Newsletter, your dues 

must be current. PLEJ\SE save the cost of mailing and the 

ti me of volunteers by mailing your dues without furth er 

reminders. Your menibership expires on the date shown 

u 11 your mailin g label. J\pproprialc invoices will be fur­

nished to in stitution s upon requesl. 

Regular Member - $ 18.00 

J\ssociate Member - $8.00 

(residing at same address) 

Contributing Member - $28.00 

Charter Member -

Foreign Member -

Support ing Member -

$28.00 

$28.00 

$50.00 

If you resitle in Germany, please write to the GGSA 

for in.~tructions for 1rnying your dues. 

Mailin g Address: 

UGSJ\ I Jcadquarters and Library 

2 125 Wright J\ venue, Suite C-9 

/.a Verne, Ca lifornia 9 1750-58 14 

Telephone: 9091593-0509 

Library I lours: Each Wednesday and Saturday 

I :00 to S:OO PM. 

The Library is located across Fairplcx from the Los An­

geles County rairgrounds and north of Brackett Field. 

Wright J\ venue is off Fairplex (also known as "E" Street 

north of J\rrow I lighway), between J\ rrow I Iighway and 

lnh.:rstate I 0 (San Bernardino Freeway). 

Ir you are ca ll ing the GGSJ\ Library, please give pennis­

sion for our libraiy voluteer to return your call COL-

1.l~CT. Volunteers arc not authorized lo make long­

distancccall s. 

The CGS:I! Newsletter staff reserves the ri ght to edit ma­

terial submitted and to make correct ions as necessary. 

UGSJ\ assumes no responsibi lity for statements or opin­

ions or contribu tors, expressed or implied , nor to any 

claim as tu an artidc's authenticit y. These provisions 

apply to all fa cets or the Newsletter and include our per­

ception or handwri tten submissions. Members submit­

ting queries, please type or write in BLOCK LETTERS, 

and include your name, address, and membership num­

ber, asenvclopesare nol retained. Thank you. 
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On 15 Aug 1865, Frank's brother, Johan Friedrich 

Schmid II, died in Worms where he had followed the family 

occupation of butcher. Their parents, Friedrich 1 and Mar­

garetha Elisabetha (Sengcisen) Schmid, daughter of Johan 

Andreas and Maria Margaretha (Eberts) Sengeiscn, were 

quite elderly and it would appear that Frank Schmid felt an 

urgency to make the intended trip back lo the homeland. 

Ilis sworn oath is recorded 4 Oct 1865 and it is likely the 

family left as soon as they could thereafter. 

Whether or not they arrived before the death of his 

fa ther on 10 Mar 1866 is not known; however, the fifth 

child, frank Louis Schmid, Jr. was born in Worms 18 Oct 

1866. Frank's mother died 20 Mar 1868. On 14 May 1870 

Frank filed an application to leave Worms (presumably for 

return to the U.S.); however, their return was delayed until 

alter the birth of the eighth and last child, August Charles 

Schmid, 5 Dec 187 1. 

Husband: Frank Louis Schmid (twin) 

b 24 Jun 1828 Worms 

m 28 May 1857 St. Louis, MO 

d 8 Dec 1908 St. Loui s, MO 

m Louise Dorothy Worner 

b 31 Jul 1834 MOhringen, Wilrllemberg 
cl 6 May 1917 SL Louis, MO 

Children : 

Edwan.1 Friedrich Gabrid Schmid 

b 24fcb 1858 St. Louis, MO 

Unmarried 

d 17 Mar 1934 Chicago, IL 

Berth a Carn\\\\cRegina Schmid 

b IOFeb 1860St.Louis,MO 

111 .lames C. Fitzmorris 

d 19 Nov 189 1 St. Louis, MO 

Julius Gustav Schmid 

b 26 Feb 1862 St. Louis, MO 

m 11 Jan 1887 Elizabeth Ann Wenger, Fulton, MO 

d 20 Jun 1934 St. Joseph, MO 

Emi ly Margaret Schmid 

b 12 Oct 1864 St. Louis, MO 

Unmarried 

d 19 Jan 1947 St. Louis, MO 

Frunk Louis Schmid, Pvt. Texas Rangers 

b 180ct 1866 Worms, Germany 

Unmarried 

d 17 Jun 1893 Austin, TX 

Louise Maria Amanda Schmid 

b27Jan 1869Worrns,Gerrnany 

Unmarried 

d 2 Dec 187 4 St. Louis, MO 

Adolph Emil Theodore Schmid 

b 4 Jun 1870 Worms, Germany 

Unmarried 

d 4 Aug 1937 Bayview, MI 

August Charles Schmid 

b5Dcc 187 1 Worms, Germany 

m Adele Louise Sunkle/Zunkle 

d 17 Apr 1953 Maplewood, MO 

It should be noted that the elder children were old 

enough upon their return to St. Louis lo have memories of 

their lives in Worms. Indeed, while the fami ly was in 

Worms, Frank Louis Schmid had a professional photograph 
taken which can be found in the surviving photograph al­

bums of his children. Surprisingly, however, along wilh the 

Schmid family photographs in these albums, are pictures of 

the Schandcin family of Worms and Milwaukee. No evi­

dence has come to light indicating the relationship between 

the two families beyond the similarity of names and the fact 

that both fam ilies were in the business of spirituous liquors. 

It would be most unusual at that time for such a collection of 

pictures to be included unless the subjects were closely re­

lated to the owners of the albums. 

Most of the pictures in question arc found in the 

album belongin g lo Bertha, Frank and Louise (Womer) 

Schmid's eldest daughter. There is one identified as Adolf 

Schandein [as an adult] taken at Worms, one of his brother 

Emil [also adult] tuken at Worms and another of Emil [un­

marked] taken at Milwaukee. There arc four addi tional pic­

tures of Emil Schandcin's chi ldren, all by the same 

photographer at Milwaukee and identified as follows: 

Louise Schandein 6 Jun '77 10 yr old 

Clara Schandein 25 Feb '77 8 yrold 

Ella Schandein 4 Mar '77 G yr old 

Emil Schandein 27 Oct 77 5yr old 

The dates given arc likely !heir birthdays in 1877, 

rather than the dates the pictures were taken. 
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