
:._~:;~ 
., .. .... 
v'-""'·'<·' 

-:.1~:~:.~. ' .. -·-. 

THE SEARCYS COME T 0 ARKANSAS 

by L. W. Searcy 

The name Searcy is of Norman-French origin and was derived from the 
residence · of its first bearers at Cerisy in Normandy. It comes from 
the French word Ceris which meari_s 11 a notched sickle or reaping hook." 

As early as 1574 Jeanne de Ceriz appears in the French records. The 
earliest kno'W?l bearer o·f a form of the name f'rom which Searcy was de­
rived was Christopher de Cerisay, who was living in the year 1491 and 
at that time purchased the Barony of La Haye du Puy in lower Normandy. 

The first Searcys in America ·were John (1701-17S?) and Phoebe Har-
. grove (1702-1787) from Notingham, England, or from Wales, with a group 
of Hugenots or French Protestants .. They arrived at the Tidewater coun­
try of Virginia in l 7'2.6-, then went to Granville County, North Carolina 
in 1728. 

About the year ia17, Richard Searcy and an older .brother Janes and 
·family came to -Arkansas, then ·a . par,t . of Mi.8sou~i T:errito.ry. T_hey were 
the sons of Ruben ('17.35-1769) and · Elizabeth Jet (1749-1810) and grand­

; sons of John and Phoebe. They came .,by water from the headwaters of t,he 
• Tennessee -River · to Lawrence County, which was then in Missouri Terri-
tory. Descendants of james Searcy of the name n6w live in Desha and 
Lewisville, Arkansas. 

Richard Searcy ca.ine from. his native Tennessee to the town-.or David­
sonville, county seat of LaWI'ence County, when he· was 21' years old. He 
was appointed. the first Clerk of the' Courts in 1817. Arkansas Terri­
tory was formed . by Act of Congress March 2, 1819, and the Act became 
effective July. 4, 1Sl9. Independence County was constituted by Act of 
the . Territorial Legislature October 20, 1820, and, according to the 
official recorcts, Richard Searcy became the first Clerk of the new 
Gounty. Searcy served as Clerk of Lawrence County, Missouri, for the 

. .... years 1817 and .1818 .and after Arkansas Territory was organi~.~d h~ was 
- Cierk of Lawrence Courity, Arkansa~, in 1819 and Independence County, 

Arkansas in 1820 and 1821. When the first Territorial Legislature met 
at Arkansas Post on February 7, .1820, he wa5 made its secretary. The 
same honor was given him by the second Legislature · which convened on 
October 2, 1821. 

In 1823 President Monroe appointed Searcy one of the judges in the 
·Territory of Arkansas. He must have served the entire northeast part 
of the Territory. He was followed in the office ·by James Woodsoh Bates 
for v.hom Batesville is named. Searcy County, Arkansas was named in 
honor of Richard Searcy. No other state has a Searcy County, but Ark­
~nsas · has had two Searcy Counties, both named for Richard Searcy. On 
November 3, 1S35 .. Governor Fulton signed an Act of. the la3t Territorial 
Legislature creating Searcy County, but the first state Legislature 
changed its name to Marion County. In December 1838 the Legislature 
passed and Governor Conway 3igned an Act cutting off the south half of 
Marion County and making it the present Searcy County. 
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In the old cemetery at Batesville that was abandoned years ago be-
, .. cause the town had grown up around j,t until .. -t.he· ·eemet·Erry··\..ias in the 

heart o:f the _city,---·t-here···st·arids near the sidewalk on the west side of 
~-----~· · Coif({g~'.Av~riue ·· ·a: !llir:ble slab bearing this :'inscription: "Sacred to the 

Memory of Richard··SeaiJ.idy v·:Iho Departed this Life on the 25th Day of 
December 1832 in the 3~~h . rear of his Age . He was a native of Tennes-
s ee and emigrated to Arkansa in 1817." . . .. . --· --·· ·~· -·-· · ·· -· · 

•. ..•. ,.. ••• ,.. ••• ~ ... ·_.,_ r.I.! ""-·-:·• ·-.: ·•-•·· ··.-·, 

-·- ..... -· ·11.1rord 1i~~rison Searcy (born in North Carol :ina 1824; died in Spring-
dale 1908) and wife Terrme .. ranc.e .Caro],.ine Price '(H~29'~l908) . with three 

"'' , ::!OI1~- . (Lee :W. ; W .: if~, i1'.' . 0.) and three daught'ers, ail: borp , .a~ Spring 
;;, ~~. ·; Pia:~e.,~ · lVIupr y County; deo±:gia, ca.me to Washington . County, Arkansas, in 

· :'. ~·.,the ···:r;4~l>,of ·1859 from Eli.jay G:llmer County, Georgt,9., . J.\lfor~ . H. S_ear cy 
. was a ·grand-nephew of R:i9hard Searcy. · · ·, u 

• . , . ... . ·., •' ·, :·: .. ~ . . :: ; ,. . - . ' . . _; ·_:..·:,o-.j ff\'.': ., ;·:; . 
(.;\ ;': . ".: ·. "· '~~-' .' '~('.j':t- : ' I I " ·' • . - ,{... . ._ ' • : . < .• • ' • '• . -. 

: ·;-.: , -.) . Jl;.uSearcyhmlist/e~.'·~s · . Orderly_ S_ergeant · in c·ompa'ny .~., First B~tt­
i·i~:;, "a:~i.9ri,-:'-: ·A;rkansas Cdn;:~iici7r~te Cavalry, at Fayettetllle ·· on October 9, 

.. , . .1_$,6J,.~ . H~ , wa.S trained at 'Camp Murphy near Keetsville, Mo . and. fought in 
' ' the battle of Pea Ri4g~ -, Hr;: seryed one year and was~ .j~_iven an honorable 
,.,.:i ::P1isc:;qa!'.ge which . wa$ ' ~d~ned: by qol. ."Ras11 St-irmai1 and "' Ma'j ~Ge.n . Sterling 
,-,;.)rricei >dat~d Oetobef '9.~ 1,,~~?92 ~ . In .1863 he re~enlis'ted and served until 
· , .. jl:.he ·Cl.OS e i of the w~r ~ : . ' ' . 

·. ····:.-:_\."j .. .. ::.'f· ,~ .. · · ~~Li·~<.... . ~ ~ . :. ~ :.. ·· ·~. -~" .... 
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." 'fl. .... H. Searcy was the son of Hiram Searcy (1796- 1857) and Anna DeBard 
(1804-1894) who owned and operate4 spinning mills in-'.A.tlaht~ ~ 'fiom.e and 

. Savannah.·:· -The·Jhn1.iS;¥ere burne.ci :in 1865 . · · _,: ···· ·: ': -' ._, _, '· ·~ · · : .. 
. · ~ , :.:· . . . -~: .,. ··::::' .·: :.. ··~ : '. .: .·· ;,: .· . ·- ' . ·.: . 
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··: EARLY·'·RE<JoRbs ·op ARKANsAs couNTY 
: i f ' ! Vie "have recei·v~d-!: a ,~,~~~~ : of the July 1961 is ~-~~---~,·~-~ the flis~orical 

Bullet in published by the Gr and P_:r:-a irie .. Historical S6¢iety. : E9itoi: is 
~q~~ "t:i . John$or;t;; ·St .;t Ch~'F1:es(;:' ~~ ·~ · Th.e fasue ~ cont aimsn~!fu~cl:i~'.~~-u~~ie 

~~6-ur:c~ JIJa.teri<!g; ~erlamnif>J~fto ~rkan_sa~ .. Cowi,ty, especia11y·fifie•·~~f:ty~_J.P 
~~~~()rds. , county clet~ -~~fil J)rob~t~ ~ec~r1s l and ~ax -~ist -~-6~ ·1~1~ ,~ ~~-9!The 
q'.f ?Ur readers may be Lt.nte·r ested in the. fqllow.;:ng Ba-rly :rre.rr+ age· rec+ 
~lfrde··c " Serr.:~m.oneys·u) ~ ,. ;;-_ · ·. < · · · . · .. _ : . . · - •· . ._ "i ·- .--- ·c ::· · · .. ··:~ ~ 
i{Cl_ I_'~ -~ .?6., ;JJ~l() . :: . James· Wat~rman_ and Fr a_ri.cois Nichel, by .. •Andre~ F~got . ~,P .. 
June . ~' Unl.:'~""".:<Lou:is.'. Bogy· and Francois )1ichel, widow"'. 6f ''IJla~r'rieg 't'at·er:_·~ 
· .· . -~·man~ ':.tw;An~re,_ ·l'.'aigot · ~ 'JP , . .. · .". ~ -·· :· :' '"< ,._."::' '·>: ·'..)~ ·~;~~:~;'.~j~, 
Jun·e 6, 184-1_,.;,"'!"- .·Elisha>Wilborn .and An_ne F'raze:r:, by· A:nd.r-e<:'Fag'Qt 1'JP ·: '.:· 

. ; . . . ... ·' . . . . . . ,. ' ' . ' .·· ,· . " ) ' .' '··. '' . ' ' ~~ ' ... 

J~rie 19, :.·. :L~J,~;'7j ' Ma,rtinhHuckingto_n and Elis~b~th T rimble)·.-:bynAndr~.:tagqt 
JEne ,19, ,181:L- ,... David .:H'tic1dngt'on and Sarah . f arriel, ·ty .tAriti°r'e'''ta1t~t/)f.'.'<~ 
M.aY. 30;. JBJ.-6 ~,...,... John -<Hambert.6n-· and Elizabeth Coulter\' by -~P/f!:B\frtii_k~f,~~~ 
FE!ih~. _:p~~l818 ,..,. __ Wm. Newtbn ' ah:i Susanna Coulter, by P.H.™iiliiett ' jp" ....... ,.' 
Aiid. ·t"he Young girls, all married by Peter Bennett JP: 

:': . : : t. ::t:..L 
June 2, 1816 - William Ward and_ Peggy Yo,u,ng · ·: ·; :· . '· " · . -:.>·; 

. ~une 5, .Hn.6 ;- Williaril' P et ·erson and SusaJ'.l:na Young .'·, .. ·.· ·.;'c 
~ . , : .. /~Bli'. ~ ~~~. ~ - 1817-,.. E~±jah Biinch_ and Nancy Y:qung:,. ·· · ' · · · · 
._. ·• ~1~ 1f'Iay .:L9., _ 1817 - ~ Da:nieT Emberson a pd Sal_;l.y Y9ung· . . '.· ·· - · ._.:.! '~: '. 1 . · ~ .. ,_..,, .. "· 
· ~.ut~ ..... ~.h.E? marriage record that intrigu~s us i s t)1at .. of · Dec f '. '28~ .. 'l~J.,~ . . ,~ .. 0 

KIC~f3UL'tJ:IU~Br;E. · and·, ·Sal-ly Mills.' . Maybe .Kica~ull · ·is a mis $pell:fog · fcif. · 
Kf5:°~a'.b:(ti.'~. ·· ,.1;fe :hqpe· $0 . ;:_:::. 1· ., . . . . _'.. : . . . . .\ '. ·,. ... ' . . . . .. 

;Our. GQ.i;igra~ulations .· to the G'rar\d. Pi:-9'ide Histori"cal ·soCietY'' '( ' Fran~ : 
C. 1·f1Rt't¥; rB£~·tsi4ent, ·:@illett', · Ark . ) ·ror t .he.· :-t)~wt -issue ta 'date 'o{"f~~ ' -: ' .' ;, 
al~~~~t';:Anft~r.es~.i~gL~B~~l.et,i~: .. :· ,·· ; :_ ~: ... -: · · ~ :< ~.·. "'.:"· ... ,:;·~~~~ ~;):,~·~;~ 

.~ .-. . .. 1.. ...~ · .~ ,·.. - ~ .~ :,r' 
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L ee W. and W. H. Searcy Mr. and ~frs . Alfred H. Searcy 

Lee W. Sear cv 
Born J 847 in 

Springplace, Ga. 
Died 1894 

\V. H. Sea rcy 
B or n l8i50 at S pringplace, Ga. 
Died 1920 at Springdale, Ark. 

W. 0. Searcy 
Born 1859 in 

Springplace, Ga. 
Died 1926 at 

Springdale, Ark. 


