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The 

SEARS Family 

A great many of the Searses in Sullivan Co., Mo., are descended from Ira 
Sears, one of the earliest settlers in the county, whose proven ancestry stretches back 
to the first Sears in this country - Richard Sears, who settled in Plymouth Colony 
before 1633 (he is ancestral to thousands of different American families, incluJ.ing 
most of those b earing the nam e Sears). In addit ion t o the Sears line , Ira Sears is 
descended from dozens of other old New England families, including a couple of the 
very o ldest. Five of his ancestors were aboard the Mayflower in 1620 (he is directly 
descended from William Mullins and h is wife, his daughter Priscilla, her husband, 
John Alden, and 1110mas Rogers, all of whom were in the first 1;rot:p of settlers to land 

at Plymouth); besides these, he has an cestors on two other Pilgrim ships - the 
Fortune, 1621 (Robert Hicks) and the Anne, 1623 {Hicks' wife, Margaret, and his 
daughter, Phebe; and Alice Carpenter - Southworth, who became the second w1fe o f 

Gov. William Bradford). 
Our Sears ancestors settled first on Cape Cod, when it was part of Plymouth 

Colony, and they remained there until long after Plymouth Colony. having b ecome 
part of Massachusetts, had ceased to exist. It is importan t to realize that many Sears 

descendan ts st ill live on Cape Cod, and, even t.liough our p:rrticular branch of th ~ 
family eventually left tha t area, it was only after a soj ourn of w,.11 ov~r a cen turv. 

In 17 u9, Judah Sears, Rich'"rd's great-grandson, then about 70 ye;us old, !!'.ft 
the region of Yarmouth and Harwich (now W. Brewster) on the Cape, to settle in 
Rochester , a town on the mainland, but s till one of the Plymouth Colony towns. 
His son, Alden, removed for a brief time to Nova Scotia, but returned by ·17 69 to the 

Plymouth region to settle near Rochester in Dighton, Mass., a town settled in lti78 by 
some of the residents of Taun ton, another Plymouth Colony town; there Alden marrier! 
a Dighton girl, descended from many of the T aunton founders, named Phebe Walke r. 

Alth ough our Sears ancestor s lived in the'Tau nton-Digh ton area for only one gener· 
ation, the~c towns were, nevertheless, founded by our ances tors in maternal lines 
(and are, 1! 0 doubt, full of our relat ives even tod~·1 ). 

By 1807 when Edward Sears, son of Alden and Phebe, moved with l1is family 

to the State of New York, the Sears family had been in Mass., about 17 5 years. 
This par ticular branch stayed in New York - first in Oswego Co., then in Bristol, 
Ontario Co.-· for a rdativcly brief period. Edward's older children were born in 
New YOTk, but the younger ones in Cincinnati, Ohio, where Edward died. 

His sons, Ira and Asahel Parker Sears, were married in Clermont Co., Ohio, 

just cast of Cincinnati, and Ira and his w ife, Amanda Stockton, left Ohio to settle 
t,: > ll :. it. Lu t~i~ . • i.t:.: , Ky ., and i.;.d .. n ptrn:dnc11tly ia \[ii.-~ , ot.n;, Er·"t t i r~ J.ir~ i' ~ · · - , ,, ~ ,1 r · 

in Sullivan Co., where they were among the earliest set tlers. Some o f Ira's kinfolk 

evcn ~ua lly lived in Suliivan Co , too: his widowed mo ther J emima, his brot' •er 
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Philo 's widow an d some of his children, along w ith his brother Rev. Arth ur 

Elliott Sears (the elder} and his family. (Rev. Sears was a travelling min ist~r ..: .· 
Meth odist Episcopal Church fo r over 30 yea rs, 1 and he n ever rem ain<'d in l »: r . 

for long. He stayed in Sullivan Co. long enough t o m arry his second wi fc and ,'. 

o ne child there - then, apparently, he was off again, since he ended up in s"' '" .. 
Clara, Cal.) . 

At any rate, Ira Sears came to Sullivan Co., J\fo., over 200 ve;in af tn i·~ · 

Sears came to this country ; the Sears family w as moving ,~~ th th; g":"Ca t mm·ci"" . 

of Americ_an expansion during those 200 years; from Sullivan Co.: their mow;•. • . 

have continued , so that n ow <lescend an ts o f Ira Sears arc widely sca t tered, m.t: ; . 

them in the wes tern p ortions of the country, although some of his family k t'r , 
mained in Sullivan Co. now almost 130 years. Every time the family has m m ·c<\ 

has left some memb ers behind "for seed" (in Mass., in N. Y. , :n Ohio ): ;?ur '- ·'' ' 

relatives are incredibly numerous; they seem t o be, quite literally, everywhn •. 

There were m ore than 30,000 of them in th e United States about I O vears .. ' " ; 

Because of th e unusual antiquity of this par ticular family line, ~nd 1he.'1,,, ,._ 

n umber of families connected with it, I h ave ch osen to treat it r ather diffcr-~in\ 
than some of th e o th er families in this book. The present chap ter is divided ii::• 

three parts: in th e first , the Scars line is traced (from kichard Si:ars, the ini:.u.> 

ancestor, to Edward Sears , the immedia te ances tor of the Scars family in Su' h · 

Co ., Mo.) only tl1rough family groups of direct an cestors - no coll ateral lines,.: 
developed, although I h ave a great deal of in forma tion concernin!: tnr:m . ln [!,,. 
second part ("Other New England Ancestors of Edward Sears "), I luve give ;_: , ... 
lar trea tment of some of the allied families . For example , the two generation:-• · 

th e Alden family covered in this se ction a.re b oth presented in f~ mily gr:") np;;. i' 

ever, for m ost of these farn ilks I have given only the names of tfacc t ana.~tor' 
witho ut de ta iling each family group. Thro ughou t the first tw c, r,o rtions o f th' 

ch apter, names of direct ancestors of Ira Sears arc alwavs underlined so tin t u;c 

reader will have no difficulty f.:i]lowing the ti ne o f d csc: nt tP :!1c Scars fam1l . • : 
Sull ivan Co . . 

The third port ion o f this chap ter prcse:1ts the family in Sullivan Co. j ust 

;is o thc; fam ilies an: prcsen ccd thro ugho ut tile b ook, w ith as ' nanv lines c o:: ,;i · 

to the present day as 1 was able tc· com plete. Only a few Sc:ir~ r..: ia t ivcs f.iikd ;, 

auswer my inquirks, so th is section in cludes virtually all the descendan ts of ir.t 

Sears and A manda Sto ckton . I am very son y th at those fc \· jH:np le made it in' · 

possi ble for m e to give fu ll in forma tion concern ing t he family wh ")Se name l ;un 
p i o u d to bear. 

l'art l -- The c:1rl y his tory o r the Sea rs family is avail.th lc in a m ul t itu.k ,•'. 
bo o ks, hu t m os : o f thc~e ~ourccs, mso far as thc~y arc r eli;! h lc , d r: w upon r.hc 1-. n: 

of Sarnuel Pe<•n-.: May , wh, SC ITI O!Hllllt'll L!l ~tudy, T 'ir Descend,, ....... of n ,:,- /;11 · 
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S;:res (Seurs} of Yarmouth, Mass. (1890), is d e finitive. Although I h ave used mar.v 

••thcr sources, most o f w hich are listed in the bibliography which follows, I have 

rdicd most heavily upon May's book - when sources have disagreed, I have made 

him my final authority. Virtually all of Part 1 of this chapter is found in May's book, 

.ind he deserves most of the credit for the information, even though many other 

~· -•u rces also give the same material. Anyone with a deep interest in the Sears family 

" ·ould do well to consult May's book, which is available in many lar ge genealogk .. : 

rnlicctions, particularly in the eastern United States_ 

A portion of May 's book is devoted to repudiating the Sears p edigree widely 

ar.cc pted earlier in the 19th century - this p ed igree, which was presented in a book 

i:.tllcd Pictures of Olden Times by Edmund Ha milton Sears in 1857, purported to 

sho w the descent o f Richard Sears, the immigrant ancestor, from En;;lish nobility 

and every ruling house in Western Europe in the Middle Ages. Although this genealogy 
was decisively proven to be false ai long ago as 1890, it is still occasionally referred 

:o, and many older w orks print it as the truth. Since I want none of my relativt:s l o 

be under any delusions, I issue this warning: any reference fo the royal descent of 
the Sears family is almost certainly mistaken , even if it appears in a published boo k, 

such as Charles Henry Browning's Ameri cans of R oyal Descent (which is one of the 
b rg-est compilations o f e rrors in the genealogical field anyway). Some of the works 

r.: tt: cl in the bibliography contain references to the mistaken pedigree , but let anyone 
1·;1! 0 uses these s ources be forewarned. The desire to be descended from royalty has 

:,,· ,;n krl 0wn tu overthrow the hon-:sty of some family historians; but I would prr

sona lly rather be related to honest men, than to kings. 

Sears Bibliography 

Cut ter , William Richard , ed. Massachusetts, pp. 1 06-11 O; 65 7, 658, 2595, 2597. 

Freeman, f'rederick . The History of Cape Cod: the Annals of Barnstable and its 

Several Towns in 2 vols. (Boston, 1860), Vol. I, pp. 137, 138; 591, 592. 

Holmes, Fran k R . Direc tory of the A n ce st ral Heads of N ew England Families, 
1620-1700 (1923), p. ccxiii. 

!\kPherso n, Mrs . W.W. The A ncestry of A ddie Clark Harding (195- ) , pp. 136-i !SS. 
Pope, Charles Henry. The Pioneers of Massachusetts: A Descrip tive L ist {Boston, 
1900), p. 406. 

Virkus, l<' rederick A. The Abridged) Co m pendium of American Genealogy: The 
Stan dard Genealogical Encyclopedia of the 1st Families of America 7 vols. (1925-

1942 ), V ol. I, pp . 53, 950 ; IV, pp. 102, 485, 68 7; V , pp. 121, 168, 169, 390, 477; 

VII, pp. 388, 560 . 

Par t 2 is derived from a number of p ublished sources, whk h are listed in :he 

n'Hcs in the form of a very brief bibliography for each particular family. 

P;trt '.I depends almo>t altogdhcr u pon original research of my own in l .. ,., ;1 .. 
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ton Co. (Cincinnati), Ohio, Clermon• Co., Ohio, and Sullivan Cu., Mo., hut~ nunibn 

vf individuals were ex tremely helpful to me and deserve m y thanks ·- my stcp-gra:id. 

mother Rosa (Quigley) Sears told me a great deal about the Sears family years ago ~·' 
l wasj tlSt bcgmniHg to work vn ;t, J!c.- _,;,,·n:·.1t1.: ; ,H .. m·'-' l:• ;·l ·• "ou1·. t i'-: •r: · ~ it~ ••. 1 r . 

my further researches. Mon: recently, a distant cousin of mine, Maxine (Farley) Jo:-,_ 
of Browning, Mo., gave me invaluable assistance by single-handedly tracking down ~: 

the descendants of Arthur Elliott Sears and his wife, Ann Eliza Scott. O th~r corrt-. 
ponden ts gave me less information, but I am deeply appreciative to all of them for . 
taking the t ime to help me - they include: Genevee (Quigley) Murp hy, Hazel (Sc~~: 

Taylor, Ronald Sear s, Wendell Quigley, Raymond Quigley, Bonni<: (Sears) Maulsbv. 
all of Milan, Mo .;Jean (Sears) Rudloff of Browning, Mo.; Glenda (Sears) Chris ty <~ f 
St. Ca tharine, Mo.; Harold R . Sears and Rev. J. Truman Quigley of Kansas City, ~.!-; 

Clifford E. O gan of Columbia, Mo.; Madeline (Ca ll) Riggen of Allen Park, Mich.; 

Pernice (H offman) Hurdle of Boulder, Colo. ; Bernie Dean Sears of Radcliff, Ky.; 

and Ruby (Hill} Galyon of Berryville, Va. 

1 

Richard Sears - his parentage, exact birthdate and place are all unknown , al thou :::'·. 
some traditions h ave it that he was a member of the Sayer 3 family o f Colches ter ,,, 

England; it is also possible that be belon ged t.o t he family of Sarres (o r Serres) i·.h: . . 

lived (and perhaps still lives - thc·y did in the 19 th century ) on the channel isl;.ir:, :, 

G uernsey and Jersey , since many of the families which set lied Marblehead were f'. 

those 1slands . 

The first reference to Richard in public records is found in a tax li::; t of f'i·• ::: 

Colony dated Mar. 25, 1633, "when he was one of forty-four in a list of eighty-,;:. 

p ersons, who were assessed nine shillings in corn, at six shillings per bushel,"4 
:;.,., .• 

afterward, he crossed over to Marblehead , in Mass. Colon y, and was taxed as arc·,.,,.

there in 1637-38. In 1639, he removed to Yarmouth, Plymouth Colony, appr:. ~·:~i 

"in the list of inhabi tants between the age of 16 and 60 years, able to bear armi I 

was made freeman in 1652, chosen on the grand jury , 1653, Con stable in 1660. 1: · 

resentative 1662, to the General Court."5 His will of 1667 , naming his wife ar.ri '. · 
dren, is recorded in Plymouth Colony Records, Vol. ill of \ \' ills, folio 53, 54 , :;. ', . · 

died in Yarmouth, Plymouth Colony, and w as buried Aug. 26, 1676. 
I-Iis wife, Do rothy was buried in Yarmouth, !\1far. 19, ]6i' /s i ,. 

name was once thought to be Thatcher, but that being disproved she is somcti ?~: " 

identified as Dorothy Jones, or Dorothy Batts , both these iatter names basd i :-: · 

assumption tha t she was sister-in-law of Anthony Th acher, whom Richard Se:it~ 
calls h is 'brother ' in his will. In any case, she may have been Richard's s~cond '" . 

so not necessarily the mother of his children. 
Children (it is important to note that bo th Paul and Deborah Sears arc ,!;"' 

ancestors of Ira Sears): 

2. i. Paul Sears, b. 1637-8 aft. Feb. 20 , prob. in Marblehead 

I 

v 

·f. 
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''. " 11. Si!,ts Scars, > h. c. 1637.., J 
( · ·co; • .J:in . 11 ,1G!J7-8 inYarrnc>t1tl1 ·, rn. ?. Bursd l:' ) 

'k iii. Deborah Sears, b. Sept. l 6!rn, Yarmouth 

L 
Capt. Paul Scars "took t he oath of 'F"d ll . , . 
. 1eytein l 657helda · · 
rn the militia , and made claim f 1 1 

. ' comm1ss1on as cap tain 
. o r a l orse Ost m the Narragansett W " h . 
it seeni ' ikcly th at he served in .t " fl ar, w 1ch ma kes 
. · 1 • e was one of the or:ginal · 
m Harwich, between Bound . d S • proprietors of lands 
. an tony brooks, known as Win ' p h .,G 
m Yarmriuth in 1658 Dcboral1 w·11 d 7 h gs urc ase ; he marriec 

' ' 1 ar , w c> wa~; bapt S 14 . . . . 
Plymouth Colony · d. May 13 1721 y . · ept. ' 164 5 m Scituate, 
Y ' ' ' aimouth. Paul Scars died Feb 20 I ~ 07 . 

armouth, le avinl' a will dated the sam d Hi . , I ·8 m 
· · '' , e ay. s monumen t is th Id _, ona.l m the ancient cemc te · . y e o est «ated mem-ry m armouth. 

Children, all b. in Yarmouth 

5. i. Mercy Sears,* b . July 3, 1 659 

6. ii. BethiaSea rs, * b.Jan. 3, 1 661-2·dJul i; 

May 27 16F 4 Joh C ' · Ya, 1724, Chatham, Mass.; m. 
7 :.. . ' n row ell, J r., of Nobscussett, b. l 662 ; d. Oct II 1 728 

. 111. Samuel Scars, b. last of.Jan. 1663-4 . ' 

8 . iv. a dau ., per haps Lydia,* b. Oct. 24 1666· . , 
wich b A.pr l 2 ·• 668 d ' 'm. h t Eleazer Hamblen of Har-

' - · - ,i ; .c. l 697; m.2nd ThomasSnow 
9. v. Paul Sears,* b . Jun e 15, 1 669 · d. Feb 

~· 1693 llarwich, Mercy i'reem an, b. Oct'. 30, 16·7:4~~:; ~-73~-40 (bu r. W. Brewster); 
W. Brewster, :V1ass .. 1 ' · \\ lch ,d. Aug. 30, 1747 (bur. 

10. vi. s . '" ry ears \!>1ary or Margery) * b 0 2 
Mass. ; prob. m. Col. John Kno I f E , h ' . c t. 4 , 1672; d. 1 745, Eastham, 

.. . w es o ,a,t am. 
11. vu. Ann Sears* b 1\Ia.r 27 l 67r. d N . ' . • • ' :>; . j ov. 14 174);. J 

~lcrnck of Harwich ' .) • m . an. 28, l 703, John 

12. viii. Capt. j ohn Sears, * h. 16677-8 · d A r 9 ' ' 
m . June l /5 1 704 Eastham M I' - . , . p . ' 1 7 38 (bur. W. Brewster, Mass. ) ; 
( ' ' . , ass ., nsc1Ila Freeman b Oct 27 1686 d M 
bur. W. Brewster, Mass .) ' · · • ">; · ' ay 8, 1714.-

13. i··: .. Richar d Sears,* b. 1680-1 · d M . 
15, 1706, Hope Howes , . 1 ay 24 , 1718 (bur. Chatham, Mass. ) ; m. May 

11. x. Capt. Dan iel Sears, * h. 1682-3; d. Aug. 10, 1756 
12, 1 708-9 Yarmou th Mass Sar h H b ' Cha tham, Mass. ; m . Feb. 
Chatham, Mass. ' ., . a o wes , . 1685, Yarmouth;d. Nov. 9, 1748, 

4 
Debora h Scars, died Yarm outh "\u• 1 7 1 739 
Robert Paddock, who came fr;~ E~- . t~ Dux~u:· 1659, Zachary P~dd~a (son o f 
wife, Ma!J::.) b. Mar 20 1636 Pl g y , Mass ., 1634, dymg 1650, and his 
:i ll b . in Yar~ou t~ , .Mas,s. ' ymouth; d. May l , 1727' Yarmouth, Mass. Children, 

15. i. Ichabod Paddo ck * b F,.b 2 1661 2 h 
1 G • ' · ~ · • · ; e w as a whaler 

. ii. :la chariah Paddock , * b. Apr 14 1664 . d A 8 . 
Ila!! · . , • · p r. ,1717-I S;m.lstBethia 
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J I 29 1708, Mary Hedge, b. Mar. 1G7l 8 '1708·m 2nd uy ' H· ll b. 1668; d. Mar. ' ' . . 

a ' . 9 L. m Nov. 28, 1639, Yarm outh, Mass. *b Au11. l , l666;d. be!. lG . ' . . FJi7 -1t..cth Pa<ldo c:k, · ·' l 7. lJI " . • - .._ t' 
J h Howcs,diedApr.20,1736 • 1669·d.Feb.18, 17J 7- 18;m.c. 

o n . Capt John Paddock ,* b. Mayo, ' 

18.Pr. t~ll.aHalI.b Feb.167l ; d.jan.2 , 1724-5 M· r 6 1701-2,l\la.rthaHaJ!, 1694, !SCI , • bJ 17 1670-l ; m. a . ' 
19. v. Robert Paddock,* . an. ' 

b . May24,1676 t 12 1674 
J oseph Paddock,* b. Sep· ' 

7
. Dec. 15, 1706, Nan tuckei. 20. vi. k * b Sept 22, 167 , m . 21. vii. Nathaniel Paddoc ' . . 

Mass., Ann Bunker dd ·k b Sept. 15, 1681 
22. viii. Capt. Judah Pa oc ' . 

7 ··1 f H . h Mass. , b. las t o t a::. · · h abitants o arwic ' 
S- uel Sears, one of the earliest m 1741-2 (bur. W. Brewster, i'>fass.): 

C•pt. ·~ th Plymouth Colony; d. J.,,. 8, M· ' b 1664; d . Joo. 20. 1663-4, annou ' 6 1741-2; m. Mercy ayo, . his will dated Apr. 7, 1740-Mar. ' 

1748-9 (bur. W. Brewster, M":'s.) u th Colony / later Mass.to . • 

Children, all b. in Harwich, Ply mo 85· m. Nov. 2, 1710,John V1~cen • . 
. Hannah Scars,* b . J uly 1, 16 ' N 22 1726 Harwh·h, l\l:i~ .. 

23. '· * b Sept. 15, 1687; d. ov. ' ' 94 
ii. Samuel Sears, · . k d'ed Feb. 13, 1766 

- · Ruth Memc • 1 o 1 O 
Nov 2 1710,Harwich,Mass. , 23 1689·d.July 19,1720; m. c t. . m. · ' S * b Sept , ' ~ 
25. Hi. Nathaniel ears, . 1730 l" . ' 

1712, Susannah Gray, dsied D~c~ 7~ov. 13, 1691; d. July 1 7, 1761; m. Mar. I '.J. "' j 
26 . iv. Tamsen ears, . 9 1772 Eastham, Mass. 

· J 15 1695; d. June ' ' (b W Brl'I•.'' 19 John Freeman, b. une ' 3 1693;d. Sept. 3, 1738 ur. . . 
27. v. J onathan Sears,* b. Sept. , 

25 1765 · m. Am. Mass.) * Jul 15, 1695; d. Aug. ' ' . ; . 
. Capt.Joseph Sears, b. y 14 1698, Yarmouth, ,, ._u. 28. Vl. . h M E'izabeth Paddock, b. Apr . ' 17 J 71 R Harw1c ' ass., ' 

, ' 1-54 Norwalk, Conn 
d J

une, 1772 M 3 lG97. d July 21, f • ' ;' 
· s * b ay ' ' · • d NorwJi ..29. vii. J oshua ' ears, . Thacher, b . at Yannoutn; . 

l 7 1 719 y armou th, Mass., Mary m. Sept. ' ' 

~· 

Co~~.. viii. J ud>h g,,,., h. Oct. 29, 1 ~~:. d 1 774; m. Nov. l ;34, Y•rm"'"' 
31. ix. J ohnSears,*b.July 18, 1 J.,. · t" 

Mass., Grace Paddock (Sears 38) 27 170 3 · d Mar. 5, 1750 (bur. W. Bre1H . 
h S * b May • ' . 32 x Set ears, . ~ 

. . 16 1731-2, Y~i::i-· l Mass) 16 1706·m. l stMar. ' · . 3; xi. Benjamin Sears,* b. ~une , 24 I ~33-4; m . 2nd 1735, Mm;~· 
· th died Mar. ' " rd Juu Mass. Lydia Ryder of Yarmou ' 29 1736 Harwich, Mass.; m . "' . 
'18 1705 Harwich, Mass.; d .June ' ' Nov. , ' ~ 

1737, Abigail Burgess . r •. 

Sears Family 

2'2 !_~e f::...J udah l':u.ldc,~ h. Sept. 15, 1861, Yarmouth; cl. Mar . .'l I , l 770; m. Dec. 5, 

1 706 , ~i:._Ald en (see A.Iden F:11ni.ly note), b. 1685, Duxuury, Mass.; d.July I '.?. 1 77 11 

.H. i. Reuben Paddock,* b. Dec. 27, 1707 
35 . ii. Judah Paddock,* b . l\far. 27, 1709-10 

J6. iii. Samuel Paddock, * b. Oct. 12, 171 J;d.Ju!y 27, 175 7;m. Dec. 2, 
1744, T han kfuJ Howes, died June 27, 1789 

3 7. iv. ~fary Paddock,* b. !-.far. 5, 1 714.J 5, Y~nnouth, Mass.; d. 1 775, 
Roches te r, JV!ass.; m. Nov. 1731, Yarmouth, Mass.,Judah Sears (Scars 30) 

38. v. Grace Paddock, "' b. J an. 27, l '11 5-1 6, Yarm~th, Mass.; d. Sept. 
17, I 780; m. Nov. l 731, Yarmouth, Mass., John Sears (Sears 3 1) 

39. vi. Rebecca Paddock,* b. May 12, 17 18, Yarmouth, Mass. 
4 0. vii. Nathaniel Paddock,* b. Feb. 27, 1723-4 

30 
Judah Sears, h. Oct. 29, 1699, Harwich, l\·fass.; d. c. I 776, Rochester, Mass.; will 

d'1ted Feb. 5, 1 7i;J-Sept. 2, 1776; m. 1 1. Nov. 1731 , Yarmouth, Mass., Mary PaJdoc;.; 
(Sears 3 7 il oove) Children, all b. at Harwich , Mass. 

1 2 

4 1. i. A nn Sears,* b. Mar . .'ll , 1733; rn. Anthony Gage 

42. ii. J ndah Se:!rs,* b. Nov. 19, 1784; c:. l 7S;.?, Rochester, Mass.; m. 
Yarmouth , Mass., Sept. 21 , 1760, Mary Crowell, b. Dec. 15, 1739 

43. iii. .Ma1y Sears I,* bapt . Nov. 7, 17 .15; d. y. 
4 4 . iv. Alden Sears, b. Feb. 24, i 738-9 

4.5 . v. Nathan Scars,'~ b. June 18, 1741; d. Feb. 27, 1825, Rochester , 
Mass. ; m. 1st Dec. 1764, Chatham, M~ .s., Rebecca Crowell, b. Oct. 18, l 742; m . 

2nd Sept. 18, 1779, Rochester, Mass., Th ankful Basset_t of Rochester, b.· May 29, 1752;d.Mar. 4, 1818 

46. vi. David Sears,* b. May 10, 1 744; d. Rochester, Mass .; m. lst Aug. 
26, 176 2, Abigail G~rry; m. 2nd Feb. 13, 1766, Rochester, Mass., Susannah Handy, b. Stpt. 2 i', 1 746 

47. v. Richard Sears,* b . June 8, I 7'16; m. pubJ. Mar. 26, 1769, Roches-
ter, Mass., Sarah Bumpus of Wareham, Mass. 

48. vi. Mary Sears U,* b. Apr. 15, 1750; m. Nov. 13, 1766, Rochester, .\fass., J onathan Ha tch of Falmouth, Mass. 

49. vii. Elizabeth Sears,* bap t. Harwich, Mass.,,July 8, ! 752 
50. viii. Alice Sears,* m. March 29, 1769, Ch arles Church 

51. ix. Sarah Sears,* bapt. Mar. 30, I 755, Eas t Yarmouth, Mass. 

44 ~~. b. Feb; 24, 1738-9, Harwich , Mass. ; bapt. Apr. ] , 1 739; d. Mar. 
:!.'), 180.'.l , Bristol, Ont ario Co., N. Y.; m. 1st Hannah Bassett , who d.s.p . before 1769 

:n Liverpool, Nova Scotia; m. 
1 3 

2nd Dec. 29, 1 769, Digh ton, Mass., 1:'._hebe Walker 
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203. vi. Kathryn Ruth Sears,* b.July 26, 1957 ' j; 
'i 
!<. 
h 
~ 

ti 
Bernice Alpha Hoffman, b. Jan. 11, 1904, ~~an, Mo.; m. Apr. 15, 1924, Chcstq l.; ~ 

} verne Hurdle, b. Sept. 21, 1898, Holden, Mo.; d. Dec. 28, 1967, Boulder, Colo. j 
204. i. Karyl Mae Hurdle,* b. Oct. 15, 1925, Milan, Mo.; m . Sept. 14, l9i :. ~ 

Boulder Colo ., Frank Ralph Drexel, b. Oct. 5, 1925, Crawford, Colo. 

Children, all b. in Boulder, Colo.: 

i. Sandra J ean , b. Apr. 30, 1954 

ii. Frank Norman, b.July 10, 1957 

iii. Mark Lawrence, b.June 23, 1960 

205. 11. Chester Bruce Hurdle,* b. Apr. ?.O, 1930, Milan, Mo.; m. Feb. 18, ! 'i 

Stratford, Texas, Judith .Ann Sherrod, b. July 17, 1931, Tulsa, Okla. Children, di: ' . 
in Boulder : 

i. Gary Wayne, b. May 12, 1955 

ii. Keith Alan, b . Apr. 19, 1958 
iii. Janet Elaine, b.Jan. 15, 1960 

143 

~ 
~ 

' J 
i • 
~ 
~ 
! 
~ 

i 
f 
l.· Mary~~ Farley, b. Oct. 7, 1916 near Milan Mo.; m. Aug. 14, 1940, Milan.\'.. i 

Harlan Adal'l"s, died Feb. 2, J. 965 (bur. Hi:;hland Cem., K.i;·ks;•ilk, Mo.) f 
Children: ~.: 

206. i. Kitty Sue Adams,* b. Aug. 25, 1947, Kirksville, Mo.; m. 1st May ~i ~ 

1959, Alexandria , Mo., Joe Dean \V11itc; m. 2nd Nov. 20, 1965, Arkansas, Dale !L« ·i: 
Dover. Child by 2nd mani;;.gc: Leora Sue i)over, b. Nov. 12, 1966, Sprh1gfiel<l, ?: 

207. ii. Nancy Beatrice Adams,* b. Aug. 25, 1947; m . Sept. 11., 1965, i\lv. t 
ander, Clark Co., Mo ., Joseph Spencer Hughes Chi ld: Matthew Harlan Hughes, L' ~ 

Sept . 1 7, 1968, Keokuk, Iowa. t 

14.4 
Anna Maxin~ Farley, b. Dec. 8, 1921 near Milan,. Mo.; m. July 23, 1938, Milan, \ le. 

John Robert J ones of Cl1illicothe, Mo ., b. 19 15 
Children: 

208. i. Robert Dewayne Jones,* b . Oct. 30, 1942, near Browning, Mo.; m. 
1st Apr. 8 , 1961 , Sullivan Co., Mo., Peggy L. Hauen (dau. of Okey Hancn and Bcsi:< 

Stufflebean); divorced Oct. 1965; m . 2nd Hov. 23, 1965 at iVlt. Pleasant, Iowa, Sh:' · 
Jean Knifong Children by 1st. marriage: 

i. James W;~yne, b. Sept. 10, 1961, i'Vlilan, Mo. 

209 . 11. n~~nnis lfarlan Jones 

1.46 
C<trlton R'~and Sears, b. Nov. 23 , 1900 near Boynton , Mo. ; d. M.1y 20, 1973, F:i:.• 

' • 
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City, Mo. (bur. Elmwood Cem.); m. Nov. 10, 1921, Milan, Mo., Mary Edith Boyd 

(Boyd 226); she is living in Bates City, Mo. 

Children: 

210. i. William Leonard Sears,* b . & d. Dec. 5, 1922 near Boynton, Mo. 

(bur. Elmwood Cem.) 

211. ii. Marvin Paul Sears, b. May 18, 1924 near Boynton, Mo. 

212. iii. Nona jeanSears,*b . J an . 25, 1929nearBoynton,Mo. OfBatesCity, 

Mo. 
213. iv. Richard Duane Sears,* b. J an. 26, 1940 near Dwight in Morris Co., 

Kansas; m. June 17, 1966, St. Louis, Mo., Grace Page Harris (d;rn. of Robert Laird 

Harris & Elizabeth Kruger Nelson), b. Aug. 31, 1943, Wilmington, Delaware; they have 

a son, Robert Carlton Sears, b. May 17, 1970, in Berea, K y . 

147 
Austa Mae Sears, b. Dec. 10, 1902 near Boynton, Mo.; m. 1st Luther Evans Call 

(son of John Call and Belle Boyd), b. June 3, 1900, Honaker, Virginia; d . July 8 , 

1955, Milan, Mo . (bur. Oakwood Cem.); m . 2nd July 30, ~967, in Milan Mo., Wade 

Humphrey~. Children by 1st marriage: 
214. i. Helen Colleen Call,* b. Jan. 6, 1923, Des Moines, Iowa; m . May 19, 

1944, Napoleon , Ohio, Clyde Benny, b. Sept. 19, 1922; they live in California 
215. ii. Mildred Madeline Call,* b. Feb. 18, 1925, Dew Moines, iowa, m. 

Oct. 26, 1945 , Lincoln Park, Michigan, Paul ("Mickey") Riggen (i;on of Raymond 
Alva Riggen & A..·ma Elizabeth Caldwell) , b. Sept. 21, 1920; they have one son, 

Douglas Paul Riggen, b. Feb. 3, 1955, Detroit, Mich. 

149 
Helen Blanche Sears, b . May 4, 1906 near Boynton, Mo.; d . Mar. 6, 1950, 

Wayne, Mich. (bur. Elmwood Cem.); m. 1st Dec. 31, 192 1, Suliivan Co., Mo., 

F.vere tt E. Sterling (son of Henry Sterling & Eikn Caldwell), b. 1898 ; m . 2nd 

Edward E. Carter, b. July 10, 1902, whose fir st wife was Lela Bartley (Payne 575) 

216. i. Quentin Alvin Sterl ing,* b . Sept. 19 , 1923 ; m. 1st Wanda Lebers ; 

divorced; m. 2nd - wife 's name unknown. Children by 1st marriage: 

1. Timothy 

ii. Laurel 

iii . Heathcryn 

150 
John William Scars, b. Dec. 16, 1907 near Boynton, Mo.; d . Aug. 28, 197 2, St. 
1 - ·~ ~:·:~ 1 ~ .. . '·-f.1. ~ l. '.,.·. C: . :.:<1 .. ~! Ccn'.} , nr. ;:ch. ~ "1- : 1.1 '.1 t. c.c lli· .. • ::i.;~ r:4' .. ~ \ 1oq rJ .:~ii 1lS 

Ar;nc Morlan (d ;11.1. of Silas Morlan and Minnie McDaniel ), b. Dec. 16, 1909 near 
Pollock, Mo . 

2J. '/. i . [h1mie Lea Sears,·* b. ()ct. 5, 1 932 , l'ollock, Mo.; m . Ed Maulsby. 

Children: 
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2 £dsdon C. Smith, American Surnam es (New York: Chelton Bo o k Co .. :•. 
p. 31 2. 

3 In the early re cords of Ply mou th, Rich ard's surname is given as Sarc:~s : :. , •.. 
Paul, seems to have adopted the familiar spelling Sears. 

4 May, p. 23. 
5 Mrs. W.W. McPherson, Th e A nc estry of A ddie Clark Harding l 196-\, ;· 
~1\fay' p. 43. 
7 Deborah Willard's father , George , was bapt. Dec. 1614 at IIors r.1011dr. r: 

Kent , England, where his family h ad lived for several generations ; he came to \ , •. 

England in 1638, and took the Oa th of Alkgiance at Scituate, Mass., Feb. 1. :- : . 
t wife was almost certainly Dorothy Dunster, dau. of Henry Dunste r of Balch•'> •: • .. • 

and sister of Henry Duns ter , 1st p resident of Harvard College {from Aug. 2/ , , .. , 

Oct. 24 , 1654) . A book concerning the Willard family, Henry Kellog Wili:.r:L . : 

Memorial to Henry A ugustus Willard and Sarah Bradley Willard (1925 j, has m .. · 

information about early Willards; sec especially p p. 5 .7. Also see Lucius R. L.,, ·• 

Hist ory of Cam bridge, Mass., 1630-1877 (Boston, 18 77) , pp. 537-8, for ma t'.·:., 

con cerning the Dunsters. 
8 Materinl concerning the Paddock fa:n ily occurs in the follo wing 5G:Ht:r • 

P. May, pp. 33-35: New England Historical and Genealogical Register, Vol. S, ; 

Vol. 1 2, p . 22 0 ;Virku s ,Compendium, Vol. 7, p . 8"12. 

i 
9Mercy M.ix.s "Na:, t he rlau. of DC<!<:O ~ • S:.tl .md :vi;. ' o. !J. E~:J1'.. ·:d; d. l •iG : 

fi '.·ston ; v·ill prnved .A. pr. 26 , I E64 ; & Tarr.zin /Thom,.i rn-:.e Lun+ ki. , b. u :Jt), 

whose second h usband was John Sunderland. Deacon Samuel was the son r,f £'_~ 
J o hn Mayo , b. Eng., who cam': to Mass., in 1636, and became minister of :\u: '.' 

Church in Roston. He rerr:ovc<l LO i armoi.th where he died May H i76 . . iis ... ··· 

who dit'd at Yarmouth Feb . 211, 1682 , was named Tamsen. T he fa ther cf·~ 
Tho masine Lumpki.n was Wil liam Lun:pkin, who se wife was also a woman n:;:: · 

Tam~ o r '!~~~inc; h e died 16 7 l. Savage's Genealogical D ictionary has r:· · · 
cu: 1 ~ eming th ese p eople. 

' "T he bir th dates of the child ren of Samuel and l\-lercy (Mayo) Sea rs Jn: .:· · · 
in "Harwich , Mass., Y iu ! Records , " The ,'1ayflo wer Descendant, Vol. ~ ( J 90 ~ 
p . 175; ot ;1cr information concerning them in Vol. 4, p . 210; and in G e::>rg;! Er ·· 

Bowman 's "Rccord3 of th e l' frst Parish in Brcwst-~r formerly t he First h.~i sh ~,, 

wich . l\:!ass.," The. Mayflower n esccndant. Vol. 4 , pp. 245-<\ . 
1 1 Marriage intention in "Harwich Vital P..ecords, " The .\i,;yf!owe; .') esa ::,. :· 

Vol. 13, ffo .1(Jan. 191!), p. 58. 
1 2 Ibid., No. 3 Ouly 19 J 1), p. 148 - listing seven o f J udah and Mary (r ;.'.. 

Sears' chiidren. 
.: ... . ·.· 

18 ·/0 , \:ol. Il (Boshrn, 19 16), p . 2 66 ; marriage reccrded in 1a,m ton , ;\J,;,-s .. 

Records to 1850, Vol. II (Taunton M:uriages), p. 4 23 . 
1 4 1\;r;~surhuse tts So/die·r.• arid Sailors of th. I! He 11ohttiont11)' War ii ;n> tn ·' · '' 

Vd . 13, p . '.H7. 
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1 5 May, p p. 120, 121. 
1 6 A lden bibliography: "John Alden Entry," Dict ionary of A merican B iography, 

Vol. I, pp. 146, 147. 
William Richard Cutter , ed . Genealogical and Personal Memoirs R elating t o 

ti'c Families of the State of Massachuse tts (N. Y. 1910) Vol. II, pp. 1229, 1230; 

Vol. lll, pp . 2001 , 2002. 
Huber t Kinney Shaw, Families of the Pilgrims (Mass. Soc. of May flower 

:Jesceudan ts , 1956), pp. 20, 21, 28, 29. 
1 7 J ohn A. Goodwin, The Pilgrim R epublic (Bost on, 18 88), p. 556. 
18 Frederick A. Virkus, The (Abridged ) Compendium of American Genealog::. 

Vol. I, p. 17. 
19 Wil!iam Richard Cutter, ed., Massac husetts, Vol. 111, p . 169 2, Vol. IV, p . 

2686. "Gov . William Bradfor d Entry ," Dictionary of A merican Biograph y , Vol. 11, 
p. 562 . .John A . G oodwin, The Pilgrim R epublic {Boston, 1888), p. 38. 

2 0 William Richard Cutter, ed. New England Fa milies: Genealogical and 

.\fcmorial (N. Y., 1914), Vol. IJI, pp. 1554, 1555 ; Vol. IV, p. 2227. "Marriages 
Birth and Deaths at T aunton, Mass.," N ew E ngland Historical and Genealogical 

lfr_r;i;te;-, Vol. ! 7, p . 34. R epresentative M en a nd Old Fam ilies nf Southeastern 

.~tciss. (Chicago, 19 12 ), Vol. II, p . 749. Taun ton, Mass., Vital R ecords to 1850, 

p . -+%. 
i 1 V-iiilia:n Rich ard Cutter, ed., New England, p p. 462-4 63. 

Did :'.tm ary of American B iograf;hy, Vol. 15 , p. 583. 
"Marriage , Bir ths and Deaths at Taunton, Mass." New England Histor ical 

and Genealogical Register, Vol. 17, p . 327. 
.;o8ilua r),j ley Richmond, Th e R ich m ond Family : 15 94-1 896 am! Pii:· 

.foierican A ncestors 1040-1594 (Boston , 190 7), pp . vii-xv; 1·3; 12, 13. 
zz LeS Archives Records -- J oseph Tis dale , Sr . , J oseph Tisdale, Jr. The 

.Hayjlo wer Dt'"ce-nrlant, Vol. 21 (191 9). pp . 29 ·35. 
" M<l rr:a :::es in Taun ton, \1ass." New England Historical and Genealogical 

li egister, V cl. 13 (July 1359) , p . 254. 
2 -zIL :i•'n Kinn ey Sh aw, Families of the Pilgrims (Ma.is. Soc . o f Mayflowr ~ 

Dcsc., 195G), F· 127. 
ls aac 1'./evrt on Williams, Th e R ogers-Turfier Farnily: A Search fo r Anu s tors 

(19-i 6) , pp. l0- l 3 . 
24Wi!liam Richard Cutter , New England Fam ilies Ge•!ealogical and Mem or'.a.l 

IN. Y., 19 14), y,)]. III, p . 1341 
N .:w Engla rid Historical and Genealogical Register, Vol. 5 (Oct. 1851 ), pp . 

41-t:.!, ,1 143 ; Vol. 7 lJan. 18 53) , pp. 72, 73; V o l. 1 7, pp. 3 7, 325; Vol. 32 Uuly 

.... , t·l 
Spuri< ,us Lcom.~d pedigre P. : Charles Hcnq · Orowning, Am ericans of Royal 

Dri·cellt. :'rd c,l. iPhi ladclph i::! , 1894 ), pp. 4 0 , 41 , 305 . 
25 LDS / . rch i, ·es l{cc:or.:l (fro m .John L. Reed , Need Gcnerrlogy: d1:sc. of 

Wil!i. . .m1 Rcacr) 
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Too Many Possibilities and Not Enough Records: Naomi (Sears) Rider 121 

The Sears (variously Seers) families of Dutchess County were extensively 
studied between 1880 and 1913 and are chronicled in a published genealogy and a 
revised manuscript. Both works present on ly one Naomi Sears old enough to have 
been Naomi Rider's contemporary, and she was not born until 1802. 11 Since then, 
no one seems to have succeeded in connecting Naomi Rider to any fami ly of Sears 
(or variant spellings). Developing a reasonable hypothesis for her parental family 
has required careful investigation and analysis of numerous families and re lation 
ships, spanning more than a century :md extending across a geographic area from 
Cape Cod to Missouri. 

The hypothesis presented here has survived all tests to date. No evidence 
contradicts it and strong factors support it. However, the meager~ess of records 
found for a few branches of the fami ly precludes their total dismissal from further 
considerat ion. This paper examines the identifiable field of candidates for Naomi's 
father, corrects previously published errors, summarizes the known evidence, and 
presents the likeliest case for her parentage. This analysis should a lso provide a 

firmer basis for future study of the various Sears families in Dutchess County. 

lDENTIFYING POSSIBLE FATHERS 

O ver the course of their marriage, Zadock and Naomi lived in two regions. 
When they wed in 1793, Zadock was a resident of Southeast in Dutchess. Soon 
after, they moved into the interior of New York State , to Litchfield in Herkimer 
County. A lthough Naomi could have been from Litchfie ld , prompting Zadock to 

relocate amid her family, marriages commonly occurred in the county of bridal 
residence. In the absence of evidence that Naomi was a widow at the time of this 
marriage, logic dictates that any search for her parents should focus upon her 
husband's immediate neighborhood. 

The Sears genealogy demonstrates that more than a dozen related families of 
that name resided on both sides of the Connecticut-New York bou ndary line in 
1793- as well as a fe w other Searses who cannot be connected. Most trace back to 
two fourth-generation Sears males (second cousins): Benjamin\ who settled 
Somh(ern) Precinct, Dutchess County, as early as 1746; and James, who allegedly 
settled at Ridgefield or Mill Plain in Fairfield County, Connecticut , about the same 
time. As figure 1 illustrates, the Connecticut town was contiguous to Southeast in 
Dutchess. Sons of James were said to be among those who spread across the line 
into Southeast as well as up to the Connecticut town of Danbury that adjoined 

11. Samuel P. May, The Descendants of Richard Sares (Sears) of Yarmouth, 1\.iass .. 1638- 1888 (A lbany, New 
York: Joel Munse ll's Sons, 1890). May was a knowledgeable and careful researcher "' a cime tha c saw the pro
duc tion of much undocumented-and at times highly imaginat ive- genealogy. Still, his work h as its share of 
en-o rs- The puhlished g~nt!alogy does not cite: :;ources for all its inforut.<tcio n, alchough some a re i<lenrif1able from 

h is revised manuscript at the New England Hisroric Genealogical Society, Boston. Dated 1913, the m'muscript 
contntns a numbe r of con-cctions made hy M;ty after the 1890 p uhlicntio n; but no ne bear o n chc problem nt hund. 

See abo May, "Some Doubts Concerning the Sears Pedigree," New England Historical and Genealogical Regist.er 
40 (July 1886): 261-68 . 

,. ~,. ,-- . •, 
!L '.: :_ ·~ < 

·. · ~ 

'·-~ ·._ . ~· «:. ::,. .... 
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TOWN (TOTAL NO 
OF HOUS EHOLDS! 
NO. NAME OF HEAD 

Danbury (569) 
.34 Rider, Joh n 

Sears: none 

Ridgefield (361) 
62 Sears, Comfort 
63 Sears, Knowles 
65 Sears, Daniel 

Rider: none 

National Genealogical Society Quarterly 

Figure 2 
Householders Surnamed Sears and Rider 

Fairfield County, Connecticut, 1790 

I MALES 16+ 

FREE WHITES 

MALES - 16 FEMA LES 

! 

NONWHITES i 
FREE" I SLAVE* 

i l ~ = I = 
- 1 L . __ l ~l. ;_i~-I 

SOURCE: Heads of Families at ihe Firn Census of the United States Taken in the Year 1790: Connecticut 
(Washington: Government Priming Office, 1908), 10-1 Z (Danbury), 28- 29 (Ridgefield). 

'. * In l 790, Fairfield Counry had 795 slaves and 327 free people o ( color; none appear in Sears households. 
L .... ____ _ _ _ 
Ridgefield and Mill Plain. However, when the published Sears genealogy is 
correlated with the Rider genealogy, the only locale in which the two families appear in 
close proximity is the New York town of Southeasc. 

As figures 2 and 3 reveal, the 1790 census also spotlights Southeast as the 
likeliest site for Naomi's birth family. 12 In Fairfield County, no Sears or Rider 
households appear in close proximity. In adjacent Dutchess County, Searses are 
found in only three of the towns in which Riders resided: Amenia in the northern 
part of the county; and Frederickstown and Southeast in the southern part. Only in 
Southeast , however, are the Riders and Searses enumerated in close proximity; and 
Zadock Rider's presence amid a cluster of Searses strongl)' suggests that his wife was 
attached to one of those neighboring families. 

Extant records of Dutchess and Fairfield identify at least twenty-one adult 
males of the surname Sears who lived in Southeast and adjacent towns in the latter 
half of the eighteenth century. Most of those in Dutchess-though not all- appear 
on the tax rolls extracted in figure 4. u However, on ly ten were adults there at the 

12. The tables in figures 2 and 3 show full data for a ll Sel!rs households, because all are coru;idered potemial 
kin of Naomi Rider. The tables idemif)- Riders, to show proximity. However, rhe Rider daca--<'!xcept in Zadock's 
case-are not included here because those dewils are not intrinsic to the problem o f iden tifying Nao mi. 

13. The preface co a published study of Dutchess County tax ro lls pomts out: '"Some people who restded in 
the district were never taxed and others were on ly taxed for parr of the t ime they were there. This situation may 
have occurred because of the cornplexities of lease arr.angements which were common in Dutchess Ct)Unty." S ee 

A rthur and Nancy Kelly, eds., Dutchess County, NY, Tax Usts , 1718- 1787, lry Clifford M. Buck, with Romboui 
Prccinc1 by William Willis Reese (Rhinebeck, New York: Kinship, 1990), v. 
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Figure 3 I H ouseholders Surnamed Scars and Rider 
Dutchess County, New York, 1790 

TOWN (TOTAL NO. 
OF HO USEHOLDS) 

NO. NAME OF HEAD 

Amenia ( 444) 
33 Sears, Ch arles 

Rider: none 

Frederickstown (851) 
75 Rider, Reuben 

267 Rider, David 
352 Rider, John 
462 Sears, Thomas 

Pauling (677) 
394 Rider, John 
398 Rider, W illiam 
399 Rider, Samuel 

Sears: none 

Sourheast Town ( I 36) 
16 Crane, lssact 
1 7 Rider, Eleaze r 
21 Sears, Seth, Jun' 
23 Scars, Benjamin 
34 Sears, Stephen 
37 Rider, Maryt 
40 Rider, Zadoc 
41 Young, Sh aw§ 
43 Sears, Seth 
48 Rider, C hristopher 
51 R ider, S imeon 

Washingwn (740) 

72 Rider, Thurston 
73 Rider, W illiam 

430 Rider, John 
460 Rider, Jonarhan 

Sears: none 

' 

MALES 16+ 

l 

3 

2 
4 
1 

2 

2 

FREEWHlTES 

' 

MALES-16 

-

4 

2 
l 

4 

3 

! 

' 

FEMALES 

-

5 

7 
5 
3 

2 

3 

2 

NONWHITES 

FREE* SLAVE" 
i 
t 

- -

: 

- -

I 
I 

I 

I 

SOURCE: Heads of i:amilies at rhe First Census of the Unired Sraies Taken in the Year 1790: New Yori< (Washing
ton : Government Printing Office, 1908), 72- 7 4 (Amenia), 81- 85 ( Fredericbtown ), 86-88 (Pauling), 93-
94 (Soucheast), and 94-96 (Washington ). T he towns of Beekman , C linton, Fishkill. Northeast, Phillips
town, Pough keepsie, and Reinbeck had no Rider or Sears families. 

• In 1790, Ducchess County had 1,856 slaves and 440 free people of color; however, none appear in Sears 
households. 

t Isaac C rane m~rried A n na Sears, daugh ter of Scephen' (Benjamin'): see skecch he re in for Steph en 5. 

t Mary Rider, next door to Zadock, was probably his mother, Mary (Paine) Rider. 
§ Shaw Young married a daugh ter of Bcnjamin 4 Sears and was a coe xecutor o( his will, discussed later. 

! 

' 

l 
! 

! 
i 
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Figure 4 
Taxpayers Surnamed Sears 

Southern Dutchess County, New York, 1740-79* 

TAXPAYER 
NAMES FROM 

DATES 
T O 

TAX 
LOCATIOI" 

.. ~~~':'" _ __ .j mL ~·: ~J .~ .. ···--··· . ~~:~;:;1 

.. !3-~-~i-~~~? __ "J.~1_i:!.· " 1763 (Feb. ) _____ _!7-J.1 

David 1759 (Feb.) 1771 
1772 

South( cm) 

South(em) 
Fredericksburg 

. ....... ............. ........ . .. ............................ ...... .. ............. ......... , .. ........ ....... ................ . 

-~~:i~n, ·:-== .. tii~:-_{Feb). , ~17:7.1 ~ __ 

Uncertain idencitiesl J 

James . 1772 1773* 
James 1773:J: 

South(ern) 

Southern 

Southeast 
Fredericksburg 

....... "·- ·-·--... ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-··. -·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-··· ···-···-·-·-·-· -·-·--·- -·-···-·-·-·-·-· -·-·-·- .. ·-· . -· ··-·-·-- ----- ... ··-·-----------i·-·- . ··-·-··---·---- ·-··-----

Seth 1761 (Feb.) 1771 South(ern) 
1772 1779 Southeast 

:~~~-~~:_ .. ;~;~~==---:.: ~: ~l -... !.?Yi==------·· ____ I..77~ . ······-------- ____ __ ?9u_tb;~~~~- ··· -. :: __ :j 

:::: -·-· .. ~ ;;:t· ~:~;·· - :i~;·· ;;~:~· :~:~:::; • j 
Thomas - -~----- ... ----1 ---;;·;~------ ----- ------- ------------- -------;~~~~(~-;~-)--- --- I 

1772 - Southeast ........... .. ___ ,, ____ __ ........ _. ____ ___ ". .. ....... -- ----··· ..... . _______ ..................... ____ ............. .. -- ------···· ............... ----..... .. ......... 1 

.. -.~~~1~~5- . ... .. ........... ...... ...... J ......... ~?!? ........... ...... ......... .l ..... ... ~!_79 ····-- ------· .. · ·· · · · · ( ··· -----~?-~~~east ·· ······j 
SOURCES' 
Durchess County rnx rolls. County Clerk's O ffice. Poughkeepsie; availahle as microfilm roll 0,925,907 
( 171 7-47); roll 0 ,925,054 ( 1729-57); roll 0,925,902 (1757-64 ) ; and roll 0 .925,055 ( 1772- 79), F~ mi ly 
History Library [Fl ·IL]. Salt Lake C ity. A set of manuscript extmccs. with some detalls omitted, is ava ilable 
as Cl iffo rd M. Buck, "Southern Tax Lim; Includes: Southern or Souch, Fredericksburgh, Ph ilipse a nd 
Soucheasc, DU[chess Councy, NY, Tax Liscs, 1716-87" ( typescript, Dutchess County H isrorical So{'iecy, 
Poughkeepsie), lacer published as part of Arthur and Nancy Kelly, eds. , Dutchess Coimty , N Y , Tax Lists, 
1718- 1787. (Rhinebeck, New York: Kinship, 1990). Whe n extrncting the Souch and Southern lists, 
Buck added a column called "Removed," in which he suggescs che subsequent jurisd iccion in wh ich che 
earlier individuals were taxed. The ahove coupling of individuals from lists in d ifferent years represents 
Buck's conclusions as wdl as those of the present writer. 

NOTES: 
* Rolls forthe sourhem part of Dutchess l>egm in I 740 and are missing for 1749- 52, 1764, 1776, and most 

of 1777. 
t lnsufffic ient data exist for James of Southeast and James of Fredericksburg, l 77'2,.-73, to determine 

whether they should he identified as either James or James "Junr." of I 744/5-7 1. 
~each case, the individual's name is listed on the roll, but no assessmen t is added heside the name. 

I 

I 
l 
I 
I 
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time of N aomi's birth; and another two were there during her ch ildhood. The Sears 
genealogy, for the most part, reliably identifies a birth family for all but a few of 
these men; although it assigns none of them a daughter who could be Naomi Rider. 
A brief fa mily grouping of these males follows: t4 

Benjamin4 (Samuel3) * James4 (S ilas3)* Unknown Father 

Som: Sons: Son: 

BenjGmin Jr_ (1738-1827) n~vid ( 1731- 1827) Silas* (1745-61 tax rulb ) 
Stt'.phen (1 738-1791) Seth (1 736-1809) 

Possible Son: Som: 

C harles* ( 1790 census) Seth* (b. ca. 1769) 
Enoch (1741-1773 ) (?)Stephen''' (RW mil itia) 
Reuben ( 1743/4-ca-1770) (1 790 census) 
Seth {b. c.1746-52) (?)Reuben* ( I 790 ma triage} 
Samuel* (b. aft. 1746) Knowles (1738-1817) 
Sunderland* (1749- 1827) Son: 

Danie l* (1762-1840 ) 
T h omas (1 74 5-1804} 
James~ (b. c. 1747} 
Comfort* (h. 1751) 

This project hypothesizes that one of the above men fathered N aomi Rider in 
1764- excluding those with asterisks beside their names. (These may be elimi
nated on the basis that they were too young, too old, or not in the area at the time 
of Naomi's birth and/or marriage.) Proving or disproving that hypothesis required 
a reexamination of all extant records and a fresh attempt to reassemble the life of 
each man as fully as the records permit. For each of these Sears males of viable age, 
brief summaries follow. 

THE BENJAMIN SEARS LINE 

Benjamin4 Sears Sr. 

Born at Harwich, Massachusetts, 16 June 1706, Benjamin was the son of 
SamueP and Mercy (Mayo) Sears.15 He died in Southeast between 4 September 

1786 and 12 January 1787.l6 On 16 March 1731 at Yarmouth, Massachusetts , he 
married the first of his three wives, Lydia Rider, daugh ter of Ebenezer an d 
Experience Rider.17 Lydiadied on 24 March 1733/4.18 On 26 July 1735, he filed 

14. f:or the evidence Supporting each genealogical Statement in th is table , see th e indi vid1ial sketches that 
follow. 

15. Louise H. Kelley and Dorothy Straw, comps., Vital Records: Town of Harwich, MR~saclmseccs, 1694- 1850 
(Harwich: Harwich Historical Society, 1982), 2. 

16. O n 4 September 1786, Benjamin's name appears on a newly drafted membership roll of currem church 
members ~t Philippi (Southeast) Congregationa l C hurch. On 12 January l 787, h is will was probated_ See H. 
Calkins Jr., contributor, "The Records of Philippi, N ow Southeast , Putnalll Co., N. Y.," NY G &B Record3 2 (April 
190 1): 100-101. Will of Benjamin Sears, C ity of New York, Abstracts of Wills 39: 426, Surroga te Office. 
Benjamin died in Southcust, but some wills of that area wound up in New York C ity. 

17. Robert M. Shennan and Ruth Wilder Sherman, comps., Vital Records of Yarmouth, Massachusetts, to the 
Year 1850 (1975; reprint, Camden, Maine: Picton Press, 1993), 146, 495 (marriage), 33 (Lyd ia's bi rth ). 

18. Kelley a nd Straw, Vi tat Records: Town of H arwich, 54. 

""·• .... -. . ~ ., r .... -
.. . ... :; ~; 
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marriage intention s a t H arwich with Mercy Snow, daughte r of Prince and H an

nah Snow of H arwich. 19 Mercy died 29 or 30 June 1736, after the birth of her first 
child.20 On 30 June 1737, in Yarmouth or H arwich, he wed Abigail Burgess, who 
was born 25 September 1710 to Samuel and Elizabeth Burgess.21 Abigail 's last 
known appearance of record is the Philippi membership list of 4 Scprember 1786. ~ 2 

At the time of her marriage to Benjamin, Abigail was the young widow of 
Stephen Sears4 (Joseph·'. S ilas2, Rich ard1),23 Benjamin's second cousin. Their 
daughter Sarah\ born at Yarmouth on 31 March 1734,24 is re introduced later in 
this paper as the wife of Seth5 (Jamcs4 , S ilas3) . As Abigail's daughter, Sarah would 

have been reared in the household of Benjamin4 and would have regarded h is 

children-her h alf brothers and sisters-as siblings. This point becomes signifi
cant in the d iscussion of Sarah 's husband , Seth5

. 

The family's move to Dutchess County should have occurred before 1746 , 
given Benjamin's emergence that year on the New York tax rolls. N ot until 1749, 
however, was he dropped from H arwich 's Congregational C hurch records. A 
register entry in Brewster, Harwich 's north precinct, reads: "Benjamin Sears [was] 
di~missmissed [sic] from this C hh to ye [sic] chh in Oblong of wh"h Rd M' Kent is 
pastor," on 22 October 1749.25 In that interim, no Sears children were baptized. 

By his three marriages, Benjamin fathered thirteen known children. Neither 
the two children of his first marriage nor the one child of his second marriage 
survived infancy.26 Ten ch ildren of Benjamin4 and Abigail reach ed maturity. A ll 
are named in his will (dated 25 March 1784 and proved 12 Jan uary 1787) , except 
two sons whom th e evidence suggests were dead .27Those ten children a re zs 

+ i. RF.NJ.AMIN; SEARS; born 2 May 1718 at Harwich and mentioned in his father's will. 
+ ii . STEPHEN SEARS, twin, born 2 May 1738 at H arwich and mentioned in his fa ther's will. 
+ iii. ENOCH SE.A.RS, born 5 September 1741 at Harwich but not mentioned in his father's 

will; probably died during wimer 1773- 74. 
+ iv. REUBEN SEARS, baptized 19 February 1743/4 at Harwich ; last on record in January 

l.770 and not mentioned in his father's will. 

19. Ibid ., 4 (birch of l'vkrcy ), 58 (birth of Mercy's child ), 61and49':i (marriage intentions). 
20. !bid., 54. citing death of Mercy on 30 June 1736. May, De.1cendants of Richard Sares (Sears), 79, give> 

Mercy's death date as 29 June, citing her gravestone at \Vcsr Brewster, Massachuseus. 
21. Sherman and Sherm:m, ViuilRecordsofYarmouth, 15 (birth of Abigail}, 150 (marriage); Kcllcy~nd Straw, 

Viwl Rccord.1: Town u{Ha,.wich, 495 (marriage). T he Sears· Burgess marriage is reroncd in both publirntinns; Lhe 
place of marriage is n or actually seated in either. 

22 . Ca lk ins, '·Records of Phi lippi," 101. 
23. M~y. Descendants of Richard Sares (Sear.1), 104. 
24. Sherman and Sherman, Vita/ Records of Yarmouth, 59. 
2 5. Records oj the 13rewscerC<mgregatirmal Church, Brewster. Massac/1merts, 1700-179 2 ( Lloston: Merrymoun r 

Press for the Brewster Congregatinnn I Church. 19 l I), 94. 
26. Kelley and Scrnw, Vital Records: Town oj Harwich, 54 (deach of Lyd ia's son Heman), 57 (hirth and death 

of Ly<li<1's unn amed daughter), 58 (birch and death of Lydia's son He man ; birch and dearh ,)(Mercy's son , aiso 
named Heman}. 

27. W ill of [lcnjamin Sears, previously cited. O ne executor named in l 784 (Shaw fo ung) is ide ntified <ls a 
son-in-law: the specific daughter who wed him h as not been identified. 

28. Unless otherwise srnced, the data on ch ildren are from May, Descendants of Wchard Sares (Sears). 79. 
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+ v. SETH SEARS, born 1746-52 and mentioned in his father's will. 
+ vi. SAMUEL SEARS, born after 1746 and mentioned in his father's will; moved to Cortland 

County, New York. He was too young to be considered as Naomi's father. 
+ vii. SUNDERLAND SEARS, born 14 December 1749 in Dutchess; moved to Saratoga 

County, New York. Named in his father's will. He was too young to be Naomi's fa ther. 
+ viii. ABIGAIL SEARS, born in Dutchess; mentioned in her father's will by first name on ly. 
+ ix. LYDlA SEARS, born in Dutchess; mentioned in her father's will by first name on ly. 
+ x . ~1ERCY SEARS, born in Dutchess; mentioned in her father's will by first name only. She 

is possibly the Mercy Croby (Crosby) whose name is entered immediately ~frer 
Abigail Sears on the September 1786 membership roll of Philippi Congregational 
C hurch.29 

EVALUATION OF BENJAMIN4
: 

Highly improbable candidate for Naomi's father. At Naomi's birth in 1 764, Benjamin's wife 
was too old to bear children. 

Benjamin5 Sears (Benjamin4) 

Born at Harwich, 2 May 1738;10 died at Milltown, Putnam County, New York, 
on 12 March 1827. 31 About 1762-63, probably at Southeast , he married Mary 
Hall, daughter of Peter and Abigail5 (Sears) Hall. Mary, who had been born on 16 
July 1741,32 died 26 May 1814.3:1 

This Benjamin's life, in several ways, intersects that of Zadock and Naomi. He 
first emerges in the extant records of Dutchess on the 1763 tax roll for Southern 
Precinct, where he regularly appears through 1771. After that precinct was 
subdivided, the remaining rolls (1772-79) place him in Southeast. (See figure 4.) 
He was still there when rhe 1790 census was taken- just two households from his 
brother, "SethJunr.," and seventeen from Zadock Rider. (See figure 2.) The Sears 
genealogy reports that Benjamin5 removed to Litchfield in Herkimer County, New 
York34-as did Zadock and Naomi . If so, his was a temporary move. He definitely 
owned a Litchfield lot that he sold in 1808 to his son Peter, at which time 
Benjamin said he was "of Sourheast."35 Perhaps coincidentally but perhaps not, 
Peter and his wife sold that same properry in 1814 to Samuel Rider, son o f Zadock 

Rider1s older brother, Reuben.16 

- ---·----- ---------- --- ·---- ---- ---
29. Calkins, "Records of Philippi, " 101. 
30. Kelley and St raw, Vital Records: 'foum of Harn~cl1, 58. 
31. Bar hara Smith Buys, comp., Old Gravestones of Purnam Coumy, New York (Balt imore: Gateway Press, 

1975), 343. At the time of his death, he was 88. His marker states, h owever, that he was "aged 90 years." 
32. She rman and Sherman, Vic.al Records of Yarmouth, 81 (Mary's b irth ). 150 (marriage of Peter and A bigail). 

May, Descendants of Richard Sares (Sears) , 125, reports this marriage but does not give a date; the date above is 
calculated from the hirth date of the first known child. Abigail5 wns a daughter of Samuel' (Samuel\ Paul ' , 
Richard'), according to May, p. 70. Abigail and Peter H all appear as the first female name and firs t male-member 
name on che Philippi Church roll of 1786; Benjamin and Abigail (Burgess) Hall are coupled with them as the 
second names in each section; see Calkins, "Records of Philippi," 101 . 

33. Buys, Old Gravestones of Putnam County, 343 (Milltown Cemetery) . 
34. May, De.1c~ndancs of Richard Sates (Sear<) , 125. 
35. Herkimer County Deeds, 3: 457, County C lerk's Office, Herkimer, New York. 
36. Ibid., 7: 456. 
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W hile the 1790 census attributes five females to Benjamin's household, his will 
of 1827 suggests a much smaller family. He n ames four sons, cites one (Heman) as 
deceased, and leaves a bequest to that son's child (Aaron). He also leaves a bequest 
to a grown grandson, born to a deceased daughter (unnamed); but in n o way does 
the evidence suggest that o ther daughters survived him.37 

The five children of Benjamin5 Sears and Mary Hall are as follows:38 

i . PETER6 SEARS, bom20 December1763 at Southeast; wed Susanah Webb. Lived in Her
kimer County, l 790s-181 4l9; died at S,ndinia, Erie Comuy, New York, 9 August 1822. 

ii. HEMAN SEARS, born 7 January 176 7 at Southeast; died there 18 August 1817. Heman 
participated in the Southeast-ta-Litchfield migrarion of the mid- l 790s but returned to 

Southeast.10 

i ii. DELIVERANCE SEARS, born 19 December 1769 ar Southeast; died 17 April 179 1. Her 
adult child, Benjamin Smith, is named in he r fa ther's 1827 will. 

iv. ISAt\C SEARS, born 2 March 1772 at Southeast; died at Brewster, Putnam County, 27 
October 1839. Married Priscilla Bennett.41 

v. SAMUEL SEARS, born 17 July 1774; d ied IO October 1830, possibly at Lisbon, Illinois.42 
Married (1 ) 20 May 1798, Phebe Field; (2) Martha Bennett, who died 15 May 1855 . 

EV,-\LUA TION Of BENJAM!N5: 
Unlikely. Naomi's birth on 23September 1764 was a ~cant nine months after the birth 
of Peter above. S ibling births this close are relatively rare, especially in socie ties in 
which mothers nursed their infants. However, significant connections to Zadock and 
Naomi are found in this Benjamin 's family- as later discussed. 

Stephen5 Sears (Benjamin4) 

Born at H arwich, 2 May 1738,43 as a twin of Benjamin\ S tephen is said to have 
"died of yellow fever a t N ew York in 1791 while at work upon a cont ract there."44 

H e married three times: (I ) Dillie (-?-], about 1759, who died on 28 February 
1766, aged twenty-five; (2 ) Elizabeth Hide, 2 April 1767, who died 28 Octoher 
1767, aged twenty-eight; and (3) Sybil (Hunt) Pardee, 9March 1769, wh o died 8 
February 1834, at ninety-four.45 

37. Benjamin Sears will, Putnam County "Record of O ld Estates" (3 vols., typescript), B: 242. cicing file 459, 
Surrogate's O ffice, Carmel. 

38. Unless otherwise c ited , the derails on these children are from May, Descendants of Richard Sares (Sears ), 
125, 206-8. 

39. H erki mec County Deeds, 7: 456. 
40. "Minute~ of Town Meetings, Town of Litchfield, Herkimer C.-0., N.Y. , 1796-1816" in New York DAR 

Cemetery, Church and Town Records, vol. 15, Unpublished Cemerery, Cl1ttrd1 and Toum Recor~ , Togcchcr wir/i 
Genealogical Noies and Other Unpublished Data (typescript serial, 1928- 29; Daughters of the American Revolu
tion Librnry, Washington) , 282; He rman [sic] Sears will, Pumam Cuunty "Record of O ld Es rates," A: 25 7, citing 
file 209. See also Buys, Old Grawswnes of Pmnam County, 343. 

41. Buys, Old Gravestones of Pumam Coiml)', 343 (M illtown Cemetery, for both Isaac and Priscilla ). 
42. May, Descendants of Richard Sares (Sean), 125, 208, places h is death in Lisbon, Ill ino is. However, Buys, 

O ld Gravesrones of Pumam Councy, 343, records a Samuel whu died in h is 57lh ycar-apparencly rhis Samuel. 
43. Kelley and Straw, Vital Records: Town of Harwich, j8. 
44. May, De>cendant.1 of Richard Sares (Sear.<), 127 . 
45. The date of Stephen 's firs t marriage is calculated from che hinh date of h is eldest known child. Dates for 

the other marriages are from Lawrence VAn A lysryne . Born. Married and Died, in Sharon, C::onnecricut . . . 1721 
to !879 Taken from Ancienr I.And and Cl1urch RecMds and O ther A uthentic Sources (Sharon: privately printed, 
1897), 71, 111 ; deach data are from Van A lystyne, Burying Gruunds of Sharon, Cnnneccicw, Amenia and Norc/1 
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May reports that Stephen, a carpenter, removed to Sharon- on the east side of 
the Oblong in Litchfield County, Connecticut-about 1760. That time frame is 
supported by the Dutchess tax rolls, which May does not seem to have used; 
Stephen came of age in 1759, but he appears on no Dutchess rolls from that time 
through the end of the series in 1779. According to May, Stephen purchased the 
"Deacon Hunter Place" (purchase date unstated); and that tract of 150 acres was 
owned by Stephen 's grandson when May began his research. 16 

The permanence of Stephen's residence in Sharon inuoduces a conflict in the 
biographical details currently attributed tO him. During the Revolution, one 
Stephen Sears served as a private under Colonel John Field in the T h ird Regiment 
of the Dutchess County militia;47 and the Daughters of the American Revolution 
credit that service to Stephen5 (Benjamin4) . 46 Two factors suggest that this service 
is misassigned. First, in that era almost all able-bodied men of a legally specified age 
bracket were required to do militia duty in their home community; a Connecticut 
resident and fam ily head would serve in a Connecticut militia unit, not a New York 
unit fifty or so miles away. Second, a 2 October 1776 militia roll for a Litchfield 
light-horse unit, commanded by Ruloff Dutcher of Salisbury, includes a private 
named Stephen Sears. 49 G iven that Salisbury adjoined Sharon, it is reasonable to 

East, New Yori< (1903; reprint. ln cerlaken, New York: Heart nf the Lakes Publishing, l 983), 50. T h£ above 
marriage data correct May, Descendants of Richard Sares (Sears), 126, which reports Stephen's three marriages as 
( l) Elizabelh Hyde, ac Sharon; (2) Sarah Hu mer, daughter of Deacon Hunter of Shcmm; and (3) Sybil (Hunt ) 
Pardee, who d ied 8 February 1834, at 94. May refers to a church record of the first ma1Tiage bu r does not cite the 
church or the date of the m;irriage. Van Alyscyne, Bum , Married, and Died, 72, cites a Sarah Hunter marrying 
Ja m e< Pardee on l3 November 17.54; buL he: shows no Sarah Hunter marriage w St~phen Scars. According to 

Donald Lines Jacobus, The Pardee Genealoio· (New Haven: New Haven Colony Historical Society, 1927). 130, 
chis Sarah Hunter died in 1799, sci U wed to Pardee:. 

46. 1'fay, Descendants of Richard Sares (Scars) , 126, 
47. New York Srnte Comptroller's Office, New York in the Revol1<tion , as Colony and State, 2 vols. (A lbany: 

) . B. Lyon Co., 1901- 4), l: 140. Page 148 also presentsaSixth Regiment roll for Dutchess County with the name 
Stephen Sears. However, neither roll » dated; and nume rous circumslances caused young men ro appear on the 
rolls of multiple militia tmits. As examp les: (1 ) Stephen could have moved a short d istance from on e regimen cal 
d istrict to another- a very likely situation for a young and propen ylcss male in a society in wh ich most farmers 
we re tenants rarher than landowners and young men were ofte n laborers. (2) Militia districts often split to form 
new regiments, when ~n are<\ became more densely settled, and the number of local men obliged co do service 
exceeded the number that units were supposed to carry. 

Possibly, these rolls dace during the 1776-78 period, which marked the greatest amount of Revolutionary 
activity in that area. In May 1776, John Field was appointed colonel of a regiment covering all of Southeast and 
parts of Pawlmg an<l Fredericksburg; he was reappointed in June 1778. See Berthold Fernow, ed., Documents 
Relating w the Colunial Hiswry of the State of Neu' Yi:>rl<, vnl. 15, State A rchives, ''ol. 1 (Albany: Weed, Parsons, 
and Co., l 887), l 02, 135, 280. However, in the colonial em, militia units existed whether or not a war \.\"a~ in 
progress; and a m il considcr"d "Revolutionary" could have been drawn ac any po int during 1776-82. John 
Fie IJ was appointed 

A ll facrors considered, the private on one or both of these Dutchess Coum y rolls was probably the Stephen 
Sears of smaller family enumewted in Dutchess in 1790 (see figure 3). As ~ubsequcntly pointed out, the re are 
severa l significant parallels between the 1776--90 Stephen of Dutchess and rhe family of Seth5 (James•). 

48. DAR Patriot Index, Centennial edition, 3 vols. (Washington: National Society of rhe Daughters of the 
Americ"n Revolution. Centen niul Adrnin «trnlion, c.1994), J , 2602. 

49. Adjurnnr-General's O ffice, Record of Sernice of Connecticut Men in che J. War of the Revolution. 11 . War of 
181 2. If!. Mexican War (Hartford: Connecticut General Assembled, 1889), 482. Stephen of Sharon a lso appears 
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connect this service to the Stephen of Sharon. The 1790 Litchfield County census 
marks the last known record of Stephen before rhe 1 791 death reported by May. 50 

T he children of Srephen5, listed below, showed remarkable disunity as they 
migrated outward from th e Sharon Valley: 51 

i. ANl'<A6 SEARS, horn 30 June 1760; marric<l Isaac Crane of Southeast (sec figure .1) and 
later joined chc migration from Southeast t.O Litchfield, H erkimer County, New York. 

ii. ARIC AIL SEARS. married Alpheus Jewm of Sh aron, 15 February 1781: removed to 
Skaneateles, O nondaga County, l\ew York. 52 

iii. SARAH SEARS, married Elisha Wright; they are possibly the Elisha Wright household 
e numerated in 1790 in Litchfield Town, ncarSharon .53Theysetdedat West Bloomfield , 
Ontario Countv, New York. 

iv. (!) CHi\RU::S SE.ARS, who lived alon e at the 1790 census (see figure 3 ); murried 18 
February 1795, Elizabeth Warren of Amenia.;,, C harles's presence in Amenia, N ew 
York, whose res idents were so interconnected with those o f Sh,1ron tha t Van A lysryne 
treats the two communities together in his Burying Grounds, strongly suggest~ that he 
belongs to the nearby Stephens of Sharon . No other Searses have been found in 
Amenia before C harles. With no family in 1790 and no marriage before 1795, he is 
not likely to have been old enough to fa ther Naomi in 1764. 

v. STEPHE)J SEARS, born May 1770 at Sharon; married 7 May 1797, Lois Lovell; died at 
Sharon on 31 March 1812. 

vi. DELIA SEARS, born JO July 1771, abom whom norhing more is known. 
vi i. JOHN SEARS. about whom nothing more is known. 

vi ii. Ti\!v1SEK SEA.RS, born in December 1775; married Allen Pease of Sharon or Sheffield 
on 20 October 1800.55 

ix. AZEN AT! I SEARS, marned David Skidmore of Fairfield County, Connecticut; but his 
Newrnwn residence does no t place him near the Fairfield Searses of this study. 

x. A LMA SEA RS, married Stephen Hitchcock and lived in ;1djacent Amenia, Dutchess 
County, New York. (In 1790, the only Hitchcock household in Amerna was th.a t of 
Samuel Hitchcock, 'who appears just nineteen houses from Charles , above.) ; h 

in Joyce Mackenzie Cropsey, Register o.f Re11olt.ttionar)· Soldien and Plitriots !Juried in Litchfield Counry (Canaan, 
N ew Hampsh1re: Phoenix Publish ing, l976), J 02. This volume, a compendium or pr.,vinusly r ublish"d matt: rial 
with no cle~r iodicanon of what srnccmencs come from whar source, offers rhe fo llowing on Steph.:n: '·from 
Barns ta ble, MA; b 5-20- J738d 1791 #71; m (l) Sarah Hunter; m (2)4-2-1 767. Ehzahech Hyd"/Hide ; m (3) 1-
9-1 769 Sybil Hunt {widow Pa rdee)." 

May, who was in n>ntact with Stephen's offspring in t he Shmon area, la bels him "C.1p1 . Stephen" and assert.<, 
"Ile h eld the office of Sheriff and during the: Revolution was a C apcam and Cornni i<.<ary"; 8CC D<~cendanr' of 

Richad Sares I.Scan) . 127. However. Connecticut's rosters of civ il and milirnry commissions do not include a 
Stt'phen. See Charles). Hnadly et al., eds., Tlte l'u!Jlic Hecord.< of cite C olony o[Connecricw, 15 vob. (l·lanf.,rd : 
C:ase, Lockwood ;tnd F\rnmard, 1850-90); ;md Hoadley, eJ., The Public Records of 1he ~ra te of Connewoa , u:iili 
rlte]ourna) rJf che Council of Safety and an A/1pendix, 4 vd s. (H artford : Case, L~,~kwouJ and Brainard, 1894-19 19). 

~O. Heads of Families . . . Connecticut; 1790, 62 . 
'il Unless otherwise c ited, these details are from ~vlay, De.1cendant.1 of Richard Sar<s (Senrs ) , 126-27. 
52. May roses l\big~i l a> che eldest cbild. If so, chen h~r birth likely occurred in 1758, whit h implie,; rhar 

her fmher marned at 19. That would have been young for a male in thtir society. A marriage a l 21 ( 1759) and 
a firsc ch ild (Anna) in I 760 ,1fe more rL·ulistk. Van Alyst\•n e, Rom , Manied. and Died in Sharon. 11 I. i;ives the 
inarri~gc date for Abiga il and J\lpheus. 

53. H.:ads of Families ... Connecticut : J 790, 62. 
54 . V;m A l1•styne. Born , Marr ied, and Died in Sharon, 111. 
55 . May, Decendants of Wchard Sares (Sean), 126-2 7. states that Tam>cn married A llen Pease of Sharon; Van 

A ly<tyne, Born , MaHied, arid Died in Sharon , 11 1, idenrifie' T:.1ms<-:n's hush•nd '" Allin Pease nf Sheffield. 
56. Head.~ of Families . . . N~w York: 1 i 90, 72. May, 126-2 7, identifies the groom by surname only; Van 

Aly<lyne, 111. calls him Stephen but give;: no 1fate ~nd docs nm cite an actual marria~e rernrd. 
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EV ALU A TI ON OF STEPHENS: 
Unlikely. Stephen was of appropriate age, but mari tal and residential data and birth 
patterns of his children suggest that none of his wives bore Naomi in 1764. Stephen's 
permanent residence in Sharon makes it improbable thatZadock, a widower with young 
children at home in Southeast, traveled fifty or so miles to court Stephen's daughter. 

Enoch5 Sears (Benjamin4) 

Born at Harwich , 5 September 1741,;7 Enoch was "lost at sea on Long Island 
Sound" in 1773 or the winter of 177.3-74.58 In January 177.3, possibly at Kingston, 
Ulster County, he married Freelove Underhill, daughter of the Quakers William 
and Mary (Bayley) Underhill, who had formerly lived in Fredericksburg, Dutchess 
County.59 Freelove died in 1774, "at or after the birth of their first child," Ira.60 

No known document places Enoch5 Sears in Dutchess once he reached adult
hood. As figure 4 shows, he is not named on any extant property- or personal -tax 
roll , although chat does not necessarily rule out his pre:;ence there as a propertyless 
resident. The brief accounts published on him in the Sears and Underhill genealo
gies-while they srate he was "of Dutchess"-actually present evidence that 
suggests otherwise. The Underhill Society, after decades of extensive work, placed 
Freelove's family in Dorset, Vermont, at the time of her marriage. According to 

their compiled genealogy, Freelove's father lived in Dutchess from 174 7 but, in 
1771, moved to Dorset- a town his older sons had helped to found in 1769. This 
reconstruction leaves no members of the Underhill family in Dutchess after that 
removal of William in 17 71. The genealogy further states that after Enoch's death 
in 1773 and Freelove's death in 1774, the infant Ira was taken in by Freelove's 
brother, William Jr. , who reared Ira in Dorset .61 

Those accounts err. If their details were correct, they would strongly imply that 
the 1773 marriage and the 1774 birth occurred in Vermont, to which the family 
allegedly had moved. Given that Enoch5 appears on no known record of Dutchess 
County and neither Enoch nor the child Ira are ment ioned in the 1787 will of 
Benjamin4, there would be reason to doubt whether Enoch5 (Benjamin4) lived to 

adulthood, married, and fathered a child. However, the alleged 1771 removal of 
Freelove's parents to Vermont did not ac tually occur until 1775. The Dutchess tax 
rolls place her father in New York throughout the 1771-75 period, although her 
brother, "William, Junr.," was dropped from the rolls in 1771. Because unmarried 
females commonly lived at home with pflrents so long as the parents lived , the 
continued presence of Freelove's father in Dutchess during the period of her 

57. Kelley and Straw, Vir:al Records: Town of Harwich, 58. 
58. Edwin R. Deats, Underhill Genealogy, 5 vo[s., Harry Macy Jr., ed., vol. 5 ( Dal timore: Gateway Press for the 

Underhill Sociery of America, 1980), 67, gives the date as 1773; May, Descendants of Richard Sam (Sears), 127, 
suggests "winter of 1773-74." 

59. May, above, agrees with Dears and ~facy, Underhill G enealogy, 5: 67, on the dace of rhe marriage; but he 
adds a place of marriage, without documenration. 

60. Deats and Macy, Underhill Genealogy, 5: 89-90. 
61. Ibid., 67. 89. 

·' ···,. /'" 

·:.... . -·~ .... 
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marriage is a strong indicat ion that she wed in Dutchess to a local male. Despite 
the fact that no adult of his name appears in surviving records of Dutchess, a court
ship and marriage imply the presence of the groom in the vicinity of the bride. 

The only child of Enoch5 was 

i. IRA6 SEARS. born 7 March 1774; died in 1818; married Sally Cushman in 1794.62 

EVALUATION OF ENOCH5: 

Unlikely. Enoch was of appropriate age to father Naomi, but there is no evidence of a 
wife prior to his 1773 marriage; nor is he named in the extant bastardy court cases of 
Dutchess County for the period of her birth. 

Reuben5 Sears ( Benjamin4) 

Baptized at Harwich on 19 February 1743/4,63 Reuben is almost as sh adowy as 
his brother Enoch. He was not a taxpayer in Dutchess during the pre-1780 period 
for which rolls are extant. He is not listed on surviving Revolutionary rolls of New 
York, nor is he on known lists of loyalists in that colony and state.64 He is not 
named in his father's 1784 will; significantly, aside from Reuben, the only other 
child of Benjamin who lived to adulthood but was omitted from the will was 
Enoch. As the foregoing sketch shows, Enoch5 likely died in 1773; it seems 
probable that Reuben was not mentioned in his father's will because he, too, was 
dead. He does not appear on the 1790 census of either New York or Connecticut. 
Only one known Dutchess County document of that era mentions an adul t 
Reuben that might be this one. In January 1770, one "Seth Sears Junr" was charged 
with bastardy, with "Benjamin Sears" and "Reuben Sears" paying his assessment.65 

EVALUATION OF REUBEN5: 

Unlikely. At Naomi's birth in 1764, he was barely of marriageable age; and no bastar<ly 
case ex ists for him. 

Seth5 Sears (Benjamin4) 

Apparently born 1746- .52, Seth's birth and baptismal data remain unknown. 
The Harwich vital records include no child of Benjamin4 and Abigail after 
Reuben's baptism in 1743/4; Seth probably was born after their removal to New 
York but before 1752, calculating from his 1773 first appearance on the tax rolls. 
He died after the 1 790 census that places him in the town of Southeast (see "Seth 
Junr.," figure 3 ). The Sears genealogy contends that he married, although his wife's 
name is not a matter of record or tradition.66 

62. !bid., 90; May, De.~cendanrs of Richard Sares (Sears), Z 10. 
63. Records of the Brewster C ongregacioiial Church, 78. 
64. Minutes of the Committee and of the First Commission for Decating a·~d Defeating Cumpiracies in the State of 

New York, Decembe-r 11 , 1776- Seprember 23 , 1778. 2 vols. (New York: New York Historical Society, 1924). 2: 
3- 5. 

65. Recognizance, Seth Sears Jr., Bastardy Oise, Dutchess Councy Ancient Document 5974, Surrogate's 
Courr Files, Poughkeepsie. 

66. May, Descendants of Richard Sares (Sears). 129. 
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At his first appearance on the Dutchess tax rolls in 1773, he is also called "Seth, 
Junr." to distinguish him from an older cousin (Seth5 of J ames4

) already on the ro lls 
(see figure 4 ). In January 1770, a bastardy charge was filed against "Seth, Junr." by 
one Mercy Wickson, at which time "Benjamin Sears" and "Reuben Sears" (appar~ 
ently his father and brother) were charged for his bond of £80. The case was 
continued to May 1770 and again until October 1770. On 5 October, one Thomas 
Baldwin certified that Seth had given sufficient security to indemnify the precinct 
from any charge concerning the child, and the case was discharged. 67 

Seth5 and his unidentified wife are said to be rhe parents of four children:68 

1. WILLIAM6 SEARS, born 19 October 1775; it has not been possible to trace h im further. 
ii. LYDIA SEARS, born January 1780, who wed Stephen Crosby of Southeast.69 

ii i. SALLY SEARS, married [- ?-] H ubbell ; it has not been possible to trace them further. 
iv. BETSY SEARS, born 1780; died 1832; married Reuben Green and settled in Southeasr. ;o 

EVALUATION OF SETH' (BENJAMIN'): 

Unlikely. At Naomi's birth in 1764, he was not yet of marriageable age; and no 
bastardy case exists for him prior to the 1770 incident. 

THE JAMES SEARS LINE 

J ames4 Sears Sr. 

Born at Yarmouth, Massachusetts, 30 March 1704, James was the son of Silas3 

and Sarah (Crosby) Sears and a second cousin ofBenjamin1.
71 James is said to have 

died at Ridgefield, in Fairfield County, Connecticut, on 17 March 1791. 72 Before 
moving from Yarmouth, he wed on 28 May 1730, Desire Tobey,73 who had been 
born in 1707 to Thomas and Rebecca (probably Knowles) Tobey. 74 Desire is said to 
have d ied in Ridgefield on 28 July 1781.75 

During a half-century of marriage, James and Desire made at least three major 
moves. In 1739, "James Sears, late of Yarmouth, County of Barnstable," arrived in 
Windham, New London County, Connecticut, where he purchased fifty-two acres 
near the Shautucket River for £275.76 The Sears genealogy places James and 

67. Recognizan<.:e, Seth Scars Jr. bastardy case. 
68. Unless otherwise c ited, the info rmation is from May, Descendani.1 of Richard Sares (Sears), 129. 
69. Sarah Louise Kimball, "Some of rhe Descendan ts of David and Reliance (Hopkins) Crosby, of Harwich , 

Mass., and Southeast, Putnam County, N.Y. ," NYG&B Record 32 (April 190 1): 112-13. 
70. Buys, Old Gravestones of Pumam County, 333 (Milltown Cemetery}. 
71. S herman and Sherman, Vital Records of Yarmouth , 26 . 
72. May, Descendants of Richard Sares (Sears), 98; May does not cite the source of chis information . 
73. Sherman and Sherman, Vital Records of Yarmouth , 147. 
74 . Rufus Babcock Tobey and C harles H enry Pope, Tobey (Tobie , To!ry) Genealogy: Thomas of Sandwich and 

James o{Kittery and Thefr Descendants (Boston : privately primed, 1905 ) , 36- 3 7, c iring the wi ll of Thomas3 Tobey, 
which mentions h is wife Rebecca a nd his daughter Desire and is recorded in Barnstable County Probate Book 
9: 174, Registrar of Probate's Office , Barnstable, Massachuset'". 

75. May, Descendants of Richard Sares (Sears), 98; May does not idenc1fy his source for dea th data. 
76. Ibid., in 1890, reported that the deed for this purchase was owned by Oscar Weed , who lived in the '\Jld 

Sears homestead" <1. t Mill Plain , Fairfield Coun ty. 
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Desire's settlement in Fairfield County between 1740 and 1745; that date seems to 
err by some thirty years. James's name does not appear on the "listable estates" of 
Ridgefield for 1746, 77 while evidence strongly suggests his residence in southern 
Dutchess. "James Sears" is cited as pathmaster in Kent (southern Dutchess, later 
Putnam) on 7 April 174 7; and in 17.56 he was a member of the Old Gilead Church 
of Fredericksburg (lacer Carmel, in Putnam). 78 His name is carried consistently on 
the tax rolls of Southern Precinct from February 1744/5 through 1771. In that last 
year, James was joined on the roll by "JamesJunr."-almost certa inly his son James, 
to whom the family account attr ibutes a marriage by 1771. 79 Both Jameses were last 
taxed in Dutchess in 1772- the year that James Jr. and his brother David left for 
Massachusetts, according to the published Sears genealogy. The elder James's 
removal to Ridgefield, where his son Knowles resided, seems to have occurred then 
also. He is found no more in Dutchess County records. 

James4 Sears and Desire Tobey were parents of ten known children as follows:80 

+ i. DAVlrY SEARS, born 25 August 17.3 1 at Yarmouth. 
u. SARAH SEARS, born 21 November 1732 at Yarmouth ; married Reuben Crosby of 

Southeast and lived near present Patterson in Putnam. She d ied 27 July 1772.81 

iii . THANKFUL SEARS. born 26 November 1734 at Yarmouth; married James Foster and 
settled at Southeast in Dutchess County.82 

+ iv. SETH SEARS, born 3 1 October 1736 at Yarmouth. 
+ v. KNOWLES SEARS, born I 738. 

vi. DESIRE SEARS, likely born in the otherwise unaccounted-for gap between Knowles 
and Thomas, say 1740-43; married T imothy Foster and removed to •.vestem New 
York. 

+ vii. THOMAS SEARS, born 30 April 1745. 
viii. JAMES SEARS, born about 1747; married Abigail Sherwood of southern Dutchess by 

l 7i 1. Moved to Lenox with h is brother David in 1772; d ied in the "Lake Region" of 
Canada.83j ames was only seventeen at Naomi 's birth , and he was not the subject of 
any bastardy sui t in Dutchess. 

77. May, Descendants of Richard Sares (Sears) , 99. May states no basis for h is dating of}ames's setclement in 
Fairfield. The record of "listablc estates," wh ich he says omiu; James, has not been found by the pre.o;enc writer. 

i 8. Pelletreau, Hiswry of Putnam County, 308. James's name is appended to a list calling one Mr. Kn ibloe co 
the pastorate of the Western Society of Philipp i (now Carmel). Pellerreau. ar p. 290. locates the James Sears 
house in Fredericksburgh (later Carmel). 

79. For tax rolls, see figure 4. For the family account, see May, Descendants of Richard Smes (Smn), 99. May, 
who asoumed James4 lived in Connecticut during chis period, speculats that James of G ilead C hurch belonged 
r,o a different set of Searses. However, the long nm of tax rolls (wh ich May does n ot appear co have used), the ir 
placement of James and DavidJ (James' ) in Fredericksburg (where the man May disregarded arcended church 
in l 756). and rhe removal of the longtime residentJamesfrom those rolls in the same yearthat two somofJames~ 

(i. e., James5 and David5) left Dutchess County-all warrant a correction of May's assumptions about James« 
SO. Unless otherwise stared, the data are from May, Descendants of Richard Sares (Sears), 98- 99, 173- 80. 
8 1. For Reuben, see Mayflower Families thro11gh Fi1•e Generation.~: Descendants of the Pilgrims Who Landed at 

Plymouth, Mas.5., December 1620, vol. 6, John 0 . Austin, comp., Family : Stephen Hopkins (Plymouth: General 
Society of Mayflower Descendants, 1992). 3 79-80. 

82. Buys, Old Graveswnes of Pumam Count)', 316 (Old Sears Burying Ground , not Milltown as May reports}. 
83. May, Descendants of Richard Sares (Sears). 178-79, calls Abigail the <laughter of Jehiel S. Sherwood. 

However, Donald LincsJacobus's study of the Sherwoodsshows no Abigail for Jehiel. More likely, she was Jehiel's 
discam cousin, bapt ized in Fairfield County tn 1754 as daughter of Joseph Sherwood, who soon moved co the 
Oblong and was taxed in Southern Precinct, 1759- 71. See Jacobus, Hiswr:y and Genealogies of che Familie$ of Old 
Fairfield, 3 vols. (1930- 32; reprint, Baltimore: Genealogical Publ ishing Co., 1976), vol. 2, pr. 2: 844. 
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ix. REBECCA SEARS, born about 1750; married Eli Crosby of Southeast. On 4April1790, 
she joined the Congregational Church at Philippi (Southeast) , which la.dock Rider's mother 
Mary• had joined just a year before . 84 

x. COMFORT SEARS , born 20 March 175 1; coo young to be Naomi's fa ther. 

EVALUATION OF JAMES4: 

Highly improbable . Desire was much too old to bear children by the time Naomi was born 
in 1764. H owever, their offspring d isplay significant ties to Zadock an<l N aomi-as 
la ter discussed. 

David5 Sears (] ames4) 

Born at Yarmouth, Massachusetts, 25 August 1731;35 died at Lenox, Berkshire 
County, Massachuse tts, 12 July 1827. Before 1759, he married Mary Paddock, 
who died at Lenox on 19 July 1826.86 

David was an early resident of the Dutchess area but not a permanent one. In 
1754 he subscribed ten shillings for support of the minister of the Philippi 
Congregational Church,b7 attended by members of both the Benjamin4 and the 
James4 branches. He appears on the tax lists for Southern Precinct between 1759 
and 1772 but is dropped from Dutchess rolls thereafter. Apparently, 1772 was the 
year he removed to Lenox, where he joined the Baptist Church.88 He is said to have 
been an active supporter of the Loyalist cause during the Revolution.89 

David and Mary Sears were the parents of eleven children, most of whom were 
born in New York before the family's return to Massachusetts and its tradition of 
vital registration. The Sears genealogy cites the eleven as follows (apparently 
drawing from a probate record that first cites all sons md then all daughters):90 

i. PHILIP" SEARS, born in 17 59 at Southeast, Dutchess County; died 1 7 July 1831 , Len ox, 
M assachuse tts. 

ii. DAVID SEARS, for whom nothing more has been found. 
iii. ISAAC SEARS, for whom n othing more h as been found. 
iv. ELIJAH SEARS, for whom noth ing more has been found. 
v. BETHIA SEARS, birth data unknown; wed Jacob Goodwich of Pinsfield, Massachusem. 

vi. EL!Z.'\BETH SEARS, birth data unknown; wed Jonathan Root of Pittsfi eld. 
vii. POLLY SEARS, birth data unknown; wed Robert McKnight of Pittsfield. 

viii. CALVIN SEARS, born about 1769 at Len ox. 
ix. LL'THERSEARS, born 1772, Lenox; died July 1857, Volney, Oswego County, New York. 
x. JAMES SEARS, born 15 May 1776 at Lenox. 

xi. ZACHAR IAH SEARS, born April 1778 at Lenox. 
- --- --------- - - - - - - - -------

84. Kimball. "SClm e of che Descendants of David and Rel iance (Hopkins) Crosby," 11 2; Buys, O ld Grave-
stones of Pumam Councy, 314-15 (Sears Burying Ground}; Calk.ins, "Records of Philippi, " I 01- 2. 

8.5. Shenllan and Sherman, Vital Rec;urds of Yarmouth, 6 2. 
86. May, Descendams of Richard Sares (Sears), 1 i 3-74, for deachs of lx1th David and Mary. 
87. May, ibid., stares th<1c Davi<l resided in Northeast and compounds thac error by locating Northeast in the 

South Precinct. Northeast lay in North Ward; .1ee Kelley and Kelley, Durch 2.~.1 Coun.ty ... Tax Lists, vi ii, ix. 

88. "Report of Azariah Egleston, Minutes of t he Town Meeting Held at Lenox, Ma~achusens," 3 April 1797, 
Records of the Town of Lenox, l : 254 ; FHL microfilm 1,905,888. 

89. May, Descendants of Richard Sares ( Soan ), l 7.3- 74. 
90. Ibid. T he above lisc does not follow May's implied birth order. Logically, the children wichout recorded 

births were born in New York. bdore chc move to Massachusetts, where younger children's birrhs are registered. 



136 National Genealogical Society Quarterly 

EVALUATION OF DA VID5: 

Unlikely. This fam ily left N ew York when N aomi was eigh t. No Lenox connection is 
known for Zadock and N aomi; and it is improbable that Zadock, as a widower with five 
young children in New York, traveled to Massachusett5 to court a wife. 

Seth5 Sears (]ames4) 

Born at Yarmouth, Massachusetts, 31 October1736,9 1 Seth died at Southeast, 2 
August 1809.92 About 1759, in Dutchess County apparently, he wed his cousin 
Sarah5 Sears,93 born at Yarmouth on 3 1 March 1734.94 Sarah was the daughter of 
Stephcn 4 (Joseph3, Silas2, R ichard1) Sears by his wife Abigail Burgess;95 but she was 
reared from the age of three in the home of her stepfather, Benjamin4 Sears (q.v.). 
The widowed Sarah died testate, at Southeast, shortly before 6]Lme1816.96 

Seth5 (James4) and his family posed a serious challenge to the compiler of the 
Sears genealogy. May offers no biographical detail for Seth or Sarah and little 
information on their place or places of residence. He names only five children for 
a marriage that lasted some fifty years:97 

1. ENOCH HAMLIN5 SEARS, birch and death data unknown; wed an unidentified daughter 
of Jeremiah S . Smith of Charlton, Saratoga County, New York, and left six children . 

ii. SETH SEARS, born about I 769; died 1 May 1819; buried at Milltown Cemetery. 
iii. ELEAZAR H. SEARS, born 1771 in Southeast, New York, or Danbury, Connecticut; died at 

DeRuyter, Madison County, New York; married Betsy Marvin and left five children . 
iv. SARAH SEARS; nothing offered other than her name. 
v. THANKFUL SEARS, born a t Southeast 30 June 1775; died 28 July 1808 at Licchfield in 

Herkimer County, N ew York; married 27 December 1793 at Southeast, Reverend Mr. 
W illiam Smith. Five children, most of whom settled at Arkwrigh t in Chautauqua 
County, New York. 

May's work provides definite dates of birth and death for Thankfu l only; and his 
birth and death dates for Seth Jr. are wrong. The only child for whom he had in
depth information was Thankful; for Sarah, he uncovered nothing but her name. 

The surviving records for Dutchess and Putnam- scant though they are---do 
paint a clearer picture of Se th's family. H e first appears in Dutchess on th e Februa ry 

1761 roll of Southern Precinct (see figure 4). When that jurisdiction was spli t 
(1771-72), he fell into the new rown of Southeast, where he was taxed through 
1779. His family still lived in Southeast at the 1790 census-just three households 
from Zadock Rider and his first wife (see figure 3 ). Although that census names only 
heads of families, the other occupants of Seth's household in chat year can be 
identified-with one important exception. In addition to Seth, the two males 

91. Sherman and Sherman, Viral Records of Yarmouth, 62. 
92. Seth Sears Esrate (1809), Dutchess County Estate Records, file 526. 
93. May, Descendants of Richard Sares (Sears) , 104, idenrifies Sarah , apparently from information provided hy 

her grandchildren; the marriage date is approximated from birth of first ch id. 
94. Sherman and Sherman, Vital Records ofYarmouch, 59. 
95. Ibid; May, Descemlants of Richard Sares (Sears), 104. 
96. Sarah Sears Will, Putnam Counry "Record of Old Estates," A: 232, citing file 19 L 
97. May, Dcscendantsof Richm·dSares (Sears) , 174-75. 
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should be his still-single sons, Seth Jr. and Eleazar. The three females, according to 
May's account of the family, would be Seth's wife and their daughters, Thankful 
and Sarah. Yet further research on Sarah- as part of the present project- proves 
that she wed in 1787.98 Who, then, was the third female of Seth's household in 1790? 

Seth5 died intestate at Southeast on 2 August 1809. His probate file offers three 
documents. An affidav it by Seth Jr. on 20 October 1809 attests the date of his 
father's death. Subsequently, the widow Sarah declined to serve as administrator, 
in favor of her sons Seth and Eleazar I I.; she signed with her mark. Those sons were 
then bonded.99 As a widow, Sarah made her own will on31May1810, naming her 
son Seth as her executor and sole heir. In return, she charged him with her support 
for her remaining life. Surviving evidence for her other children suggests that she 
made these arrangements because the others had moved away and only Seth 
remained to care for her. On 6 June 1816, he probated her will. 100 

Building upon the offspring data that May provided for Seth5 and Sarah5 

(Sears) Sears, this project offers both additional and corrective details: 

i. ENOCH6 SEARS, born by 1760, married about 1781; both dates are extrapolated from the 
9 A ugust 1782 birth date May gives for Enoch's first child, A lexander. Enoch served in 
the Third Regimen t of the Dutchess County militia during the Revolution. tai Accord
ing to the Sears genealogy, he removed to Ballston, Saratoga County, New York, where 
he married the daughter of Jeremiah Smith of Charlton; May gives no date, but the age 
of the first known son suggests a marriage about I 781. 102 Curiously, Enoch does not 
appear on the 1790 census of either New York or Connecticut- not as Enoch Sears 
{Seers, Sayers, etc.) or Hamlin Sears or Enoch Hamlin. His firstborn, A lexander, did 
marry at Ballston on 6 January 1803, Mary How(es). w' 

ii. STEPHEN SEARS, a probable son born in the seven-year gap between Enoch, above, and 
Sarah, below. The militia roll that carries Enoch above also carries the name Stephen 
Sears-with both men serving under Enoch's uncle, Lieutenant Thomas Sears. How
ever, this Stephen does not appear on the pre-1780 tax rolts (see figure 4 ), suggesting he 
was propertyless. A 1790 Stephen Sears-likely the same man- lived in Southeast (see 
figure 3), 3 houses from Zadock Rider's morher, 6 from Zadock, and 9 from Seth and 
Sarah, who are proposed here as his parents. By 1800, he had removed to Litchfield in 
Herkimer family, where he lived just 4 households from Sarah (below) and 7 from 
Zadock. This evidence suggesrs he was too young to father Naomi in 1764. 

iii. (?)REUBEN SEARS, born 1755- 74, according to the 1800census104- but probablv 1763-
65 if he does belong to this fam ily. In 1790, allegedly, he married Hannah Ben.edict of 
New Penfield in Fairfield County.105 W ith her, he moved to Litchfield in Herkimer 

98. Zach.,us Raymond pension file, no. W3719, Rewlu.tionary War Pension and BrJUnLy-Land Warrant 
A11plication Files, microfilm publication M804 (Wash ington: National Archives), roll 677. 

99. Seth Sears Estate, previously cited. 
100. Sarah Sears Wi!l , previously cited. 
101. New York in the Revolmion, as Colony and Slilte, !: 140. 
102. Ma1» Descendnnt.' of Richard Sares (Sears), 274. 
103. Roydcn Woodward Vosburgh , ed. Records of the First Presbyterian Church at Ball.stnn in Ballston C enter, 

Saratoga County, N. Y. (New York; New York Genealogical and Biographical Society, 1916), 91. 
104. 1800 U.S. census, Herkimet County, New York, town o(Litchfield, 54 1 ( 157); National Archives micro

film publi"ation 32. roll 21. 
105. Henry Marvin Beoedict, The Genealogy of the Benedicts in America (Albany, New York: Joel Munsell, 

1870), 247-48. 
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C ounty, as part of the same migration that included h is proposed s isters, T hankfu l and 
Sarah , as well as N aomi a nd Zadock R ider. In 1809 he and Hannah signed a deed selling 
their Litchfi eld land, afte r which they moved to Hamilton in Madison County, New 
York'°"- as did h is proposed brother Eleazar. 

O ne other Dutchess record may pen ain to this Reuben. O n 14 August 1 79 1, on e 
Reuben Scars was charged v.rith basta rdy by ;i Sarah Bough ton. '0

' A s subsequen tly seen 
in the sketch for Knowles1 (James' ) Sears, Boughton girls marr ied Zadock Rider's 
brother and Abijah6 Sears, a son of Knowles and a proposed first cousin of th is Reuben . 

1v. SARA.H SEARS, for whom the Sears genealogy gives no data, was born 4 March 1767 at 
Southeast; died at C o lumbus, Warren Coun ty, Pcn nsylvanio, 9 December 1844, in the 
home of her son Seth Raymond.10:! Sh e married in Dutchess C ounty d uring November 
1787, a Revolutionary War veteran named Zacheus Raymond of Dan bury, in Fai rfield 
County. ICY T he Raymond.1 ap/>ear on che 1790 census of Southeast only a few houses from hi.1 
f ath.er-in-lmv (Seth Sears) and Zadock Rider. 11J Like Zadock and Naomi. tlwy migra ted from 
Southemt ro Llrclifield in Herkimer C ounty, where they are enumerated on the J 800 census. 111 

From there, they removed to Chenango Counr.y, New York, and finally to Columbus. 
\Varren County, Pen nsylvania , in February or March 1826111- jwt acrnss rhe swte line 
from the Chautauqua County community settled by children of Sarah 's sister Thankful (he/ow) 
and by sons of N aomi Hider. 

v. Sl::TH SEARS, born 11 August 1769; d ied l May 18 17; buried at Milltown . Married first , 
23 August 179 7, Ruamy And ress of G reenfield in Fairfield County; married second , 
about 1816, Eunice Paddock.113The Sears genealogy places Seth's birth at a hout 177 1, 
calculating from tombstone data sa id to cite his dea th on l May 1819, aged forty-e igh t. 
However, Seth's will is dared 5 April 1817 and was entered into probate on 16 !v!ay 
1817-thus advancing both his birth and h is death by two years . 11 ~ This correc tio n is 
supported by a "Family Record" preserved by his descend ams. which reads, in part "Seth 
Sears 3d [sic] was born in South East Town, Dutches> County S ta te ofN cw York, Al1gust 
11th 176_ [tornJ . . . Seth Sears deceased May 1st , 1817." That record proceeds to give 
vital darn for bmh of Seth's wives an d seven children: Ebenezer A., Pe ter I-!., N aomi ( h. 
11 Ocwber I 802), Rouamy, Lewis, Seth A., and the posthum ous Ruhamah. 11 ;Seth's 
will mentions h is wife, Eun ice; two daughters, N eomy and Roxan a; h is deceased wife , 
Reuhama; and sons n amed Peter, Lewis, and Seth. 

The u.~e of the name Naomi amid the children of Seth6 (Seth5) marks the only time this name 
hm been found among Sears families contemporary i1,,~th or antecedent to Naomi Rider. 

106. Herkimer County· Dee,ls, 4: 252. 
107. Plea of Trespass of Shubael Boughrnn, filed 17 September ! 79 1, !Jutchcss County A nc ient D0cument 

no. l3095, Court of Common Pka~. 
108. Zach.eus Raymond pension file , previously cited. Sarah's birth. dare is computed fro m the data on her 

tombstone on the family farm in Columbus Town.h ip, as read hy M~deline Dodd of Rotonda West, Florida. Mrs. 
Dm ld's husband, who descends from Zachec1s and Sarah, grew up there on <l form handed down in this family. T he 
cm reued binh daces provided in th e present srudy move Sarah'> birth ahead of dw .1e of her bn.Hlu: rs Seth and 
Eleazar. 

109. Zachcm Raymond pension file, pr~vious !y cited. 
110. l!e<uil of Famifo . . . New York: 1790, 93 . 
111. 1800 U.S. census, Herkimer County, New York. town of Ln chfie!d, p. 537 (155), :"\lational Archives 

microfi lm puhlicatinn )v(]2, roll 21. 
1.1 2. Zacheus Raymond pen.ion file, previously cited. 
JU . New York DA R Geneafogical Records Committee, Bible Records , vul. 123, U11publi.1h~d Bibi~ Records of 

Northern Chenango County, New Yori< (typescript serial. 1966- 67; D~ughrers of 1he American Revolution 
Library, Wash ington). 88. 

I 14. Se th Sears Will (1517), Putnam Coulll)' "Record of Old Estates, " A: 256, c iting filt: 208. Buys, Old 
Grat•e.mme.~ of Putnam Coumy, 343, cites h is death on l May 1819 at 48 years. 
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vi. ELEAZAR H. [HAMLIN!] SEARS, born 1771 in Southeast or Danbury; died in 1855 at 
DeRuyter, Madison County, New York; married Bersy Marvin and left five children.116 

vii. THANKFUL SEARS, born at Southeast , 30 June 1775; died 28 July 1808 at Litchfie ld in 
Herkimer County, New York. Thankful married on 27 December 1793 at Southeast , 
Reverend Mr. William Smith, born 20 March 1770 to Richard and Mary (Brush ) Smith 
of West Farms, Westchester County, New York. 117 Three ofThankful and William's five 
children moved fro m Litchfield w Arkwright in Chautauqua County, New York, about the same 
time and to the same place as the sons of Naomi (Sears) Rider. 118 

EVALUATION OF SETH5 (JAMES4): 

Strong candidate for father of Naomi. See "ANALYSIS." 

Knowles5 Sears (]ames4) 

Born in 1738, apparently at Yarmouth, Knowles died at Ridgefield, Fairfield 
County, Connecticut, on 1 7 June 1817. He lies buried across the state line in 
Southeast, where his tombstone cites his age at death as seventy-nine. 119 Knowles 
married (1) Susanna Townsend; and (2) Charity Haviland.12° 

Knowles fathered ten children by his first wife and four by his second. All have 
been well documented. T he following is an abbreviated summary: 121 

i. DANIEL6 SEARS, born 14May1762 at Ridgefield; died 18 February1840 at Van Buren, 
Onondaga County, N ew York. 

u. BETIY SEARS, born 31 October 1763 at Ridgefield ; married N athan Hawley; they are 
possibly the Nathan Hawley family of Frederickstown, Dutchess County, 1790. m 

iii. SUSANNA SEARS, born 9 July 1766 at Ridgefield; married Heman6 (Benj amin5
) Sears 

of Southeast; removed temporarily to Litchfield, Herkimer County. 
iv. KNOWLES SEARS, born 29 July 1768 at Ridgefield ; died unmarried, near Danbury, 24 

October 1848. 
v. MARY SEARS, born 7 August 1770 at Ridgefield; married ( 1) Isaac Townsend of 

Frederieksburgh; (2) Elijah Benedict; and (3) Forward Steven s; resided at Danbury. 
vi. JOH"! SEARS, born 15 October 1772 at Ridgefield; died l September 1839; resided at 

Camillus, Onondaga County, and Wolcott, Wayne County, New York. 
v ii . ABIJAH SEARS, born 8 A ugust 1774 at Ridgefield; died near the head of Seneca Lake 

(perhaps at Hector, Schuyler County, New York). His first wife was Catharine Boughton, 
whose sister Johanna married Zadock Rider's brother, Christopher of Southeast. m 

v 111. ISAAC SEARS, born 7 A ugust 1776 at Ridgefield; died 20 Septe mber 1848. He resided 
at Newfane, N iagarn County, New York. 

1x. DESIRE SEARS, born 25 May 1778 at Ridgefield; married Caleb C urtis G regory of 
Danbury, C onnecticut, and Westche~ter County, New York. 

----·----- - - - - - - - - - ---
l 15. Smith, "Unpublished Bible Records," 88. 
11 6. May, De.scendants of Richard Sares (Sears) , 275. May assigns the midJle name Hamlin to Eleazar's brother 

Enoch; no supporring evidence is known. Meanwhile, Eleazar appears in the estate sec clement of h is fa ther, Seth, 
as Eleazar H. O ne Eleazar Hamlin married Seth's great-aunt, Sarah ' Sears. See May, p. 65. 

117. Ibid., 175. May places West Fanns on Long Island. For correction, seeJ. H. French,Gazeueer of rhe State 
of New-York (1560; reprint, Interlaken, New York: Heart of the Lakes Publishing, 1981), 706. 

118. Muy, Dcscendant.s of Richard Sares ( Soors) , 175- 78. 
119. Buys, Old Gravestones of Pumam Count)', 343. 
120. May, Descendants of Richard Sares (Sears), 176. 
121. Ibid., 176-77. 
122.. Head:s of Families . .. New York: 1790, 82. 
123. Gary Alan Boughron and Mary J. Bigelow, "A Line ofMacthew Boughtons of Danbury, C onn. (t661-

1821 )," The American Genealogi.1r 65 (April 1990): 105. 
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x. CHARLES SEARS, born 3 August 1780 at Ridgefield; died there 22 April 1836. 
xi. CH/\RITY SEARS, born 14 August 1789 at Ridgefield; married Stephen C rosby. 

xii. ELIZABETH SEARS, born 26 November 1790 at Ridgefield; married N ath aniel Brush 
and removed to Huron, Wayne County, New York. 

xiii. DAVID H . SEARS, born 1794 at Ridgefield; died at Danbury, 26 September 1830. 
xiv. PHEBE SEARS, bum at Ridgefield; died unmarried. 

EVALUATION OF KNOWLES5
: 

Highl)' improbable. The well -documented birth pattern ofhis children leaves no reason
able opening for Naomi's 1764 birth. However, the marriage of his son to Zadock's siscer
in-law implies close associations. 

Thomas5 Sears (]ames4) 

Born 30 April 1745 in either Connecticut or New York; 124 died 26 or 28 April 
1804 at Southeast. 125 Married 9 September 1767, apparently in Dutchess County, 
Deborah Baldwin, who survived him. 126 

Called "Captain" in the Sears genealogy, Thomas appears as a lieutenant on the 
Revolutionary-era roll of the Third Regiment, Dutchess County militia. 127 He was 
one of the few Sears males for whom landownership can be documented. No 
evidence of the purchase exists; but on 2 November 1782, he conveyed to 

Nathaniel Scribner ninety- two acres in the Oblong, four of which were part of the 
property called Burgess's Farm.128 In 1790, the census taker found him in adjacent 
Frederickstown (see figure 3 ). On 20December1801, Thomas and Deborah joined 
the Congregational Church of Philippi (now Southeast) by profession of faith. 129 

He made his will on 24 April 1804, and it was probated eight days later (3 May). 130 

Thomas and Deborah Sears were the parents of nine children, seven of whom 
survived Thomas. 131 Those children are as follows: 132 

1. ELI6 SEA RS, born 16 October 17 68 at Southeast; resided at Carmel (old Fredericksburgh 
a.k.a. Frederickstown) in Dutchess (later Putnam) C ounty. 

ii. THOMAS BALDWIN SEARS, born 21 February 1773 at Southeast; died at Carmel, New 
York, without issue. 

iii. ELIZA BETH SEA RS, born 3 September 1775 at Southeast ; died 23 September 1790. 
iv. JAMES SEARS, born 24 March 1778 at Southeast; died March 1857. 

v. ARCHIBALD SEARS, born 8 August 1780 at Southeast; resided at Carmel. 
vi. SOPHIA C. SEARS, born 12 May 1784 at Southeast; married Archibald Young. 

vii. ISAACSF.ARS ("Tanner Ike"), born 23 July 1786 at Southeast; married Susie, daughter 
otHeman6 (Benjamin5) Sears and Susanna6 (Seth5, James4 ) Sears; lived at Southeast. 

124. May, Descendants of Ric/1ard Sam (Sears), 178. 
125. Buys, Old Graveswnes of Pumam County, 320 (Sears Burying Ground). 
126. May, Descendants nf RichCird Sam (Sears), 178. 
127. New Yori< in the Revolution, 1: 140. 
128. Dutchess County Deed Abstracts, 10: 107- 9, County Clerk's Office, Poughkeepsie. 
129. Calkins, "Records of Philippi," 103. 
130. Thomas Sears estate file, Dutchess County Estate Records (Abstracts), Surrogate's Court file 39311. 
I] l. Ibid.; Hden Wilkinson Reynolds, "Notices of Marriages and Deaths Published in Newspapers Printed at 

Poughkeepsie, New York, 1778-1825," Dutchess Hiswrica! Society Collections 4 (Poughkeepsie: Dutchess Histor
ica l Society, 1982), 91. 

132. Children's data from May, Descendants of Richard Sares (Sears) , l 73-74, 178, 279, if not otherwise cited. 
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viii. DEBORAH SEARS, born 18 October 1789 at Southeast; married (1) [-?-] Craft; and 
(2) [-?-J Ludington. 

ix. SALLY B. SEARS, born 26 June 1792; married Ezra Young. On 1 April 1809, "Ezra 
Youngs" and "Sally Sears" both joined the Philippi Church of Christ in Union (for
merly che Philippi Congregational Church) at Southeasc.m 

EVALUATION OF THOMAS5: 
Unlikely. Aged nineteen when Naomi was born, h e was still unmarried and he is not 
cited in the bastardy records of Dutchess County. 

ANALYSIS 

Extant records of Dutch ess, prior to Naomi's removal, document the presence of 
twenty-one adult males named Sears. No census identifies members of their house
holds. Vital registration did not occur in the area; and a Bible record seems to exist 
for only one of the families. Just three of the males left wills, and even they did not 
always n ame all children. Yet even without these tradi t ional means of "proving 
parentage ," the field of potential fa thers for Naomi can be narrowed, in stages, 
until on e person remains whose probability significantly eclipsess an y o thers. 

Stage l By age and residence at the t ime of Naomi 's birth and by residence at the 
time of her marriage, the field of twenty-one was reduced to eleven. 

Stage 2 By analysis of all known, relevant records, the fie!J of eleven can be ranked 
as follows: 

• 3 men are shown to be highly improbable candidates. 
• 7 men are shown to be unlikely candidates. 
• 1 man presents strongly suggestive circumstances, with no evidence 

pointing to the contrary. 

When developing family connections, genealogists analyze many patterns of 
behavior- associatio ns, economics, education, family composition and child spac
ing, migration, names, re ligion, and residence being among the most common . In 
the present case, the limited resources restrict the analysis to five of these factors; 
but all five support on e conclusion : Zadock Rider's wife Naomi was probably the 
daughter of Seth5 (James4) Sears and his wife Sarah5 Sears, who was the half sister of 
Benjamin5 (Benjamin4) Sears. 

Residential Factors 

W h en Zadock Rider sought a wife in 1793 , he almost certa inly chose one from 
a n earby family. Widowers of limited mean s, with a h ouseful of young children , did 
not usually go far to court. The 1790 census of Southeast places Zadock three 
dwellings from that of his proposed father-in -law, Seth5 (James4) . 

Family Composition and Child spacing 

The 1790 census attributes three females to the househo ld of Seth 5 (James4). In 
that year, his previously identified family consisted of a wife, one daugh ter (who is 



Se a r s Famml y 

142 National Genealogical Society Quarterly 

shown by this study to be already married and, with reasonable certain ty, living 
elsewhere with her husband), and one still-single daughter. While the third female 
in the household could have been any other relative, a hired servan t, or a boarder, 
the odds are far greater that she was a daugh ter- heretofore unidentified. 

The spacing of Seth and Sarah's known children greatly strengthen the supposi
tion that at least one child remains unidentified. The five known births to them 
are dated at "by 1760," 4 March 1767, "about 1769," 1772, and 30 June 1775. The 
birth of Naomi Rider, on 23 September 1764, falls unhampered into the middle of 
the circa seven-year gap between the known first and second child . 

Associations and Migrations 

T he resources that exist for this problem limit the known associates to those 
who lived in close proximity and followed the same migration pattern. From the 
1750s to the 1820s, nearly three dozen families or unattached males of the 
Dutchess-area Searses spread into at least thirteen counties in New York, as well as 
to the states of Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania. Figure 5 summa
rizes these movements. 

Figure 5 
Sears O ut-migration from the 

Dutchess County Area, ca. 1760- 1850 

DESTINATION NO. OF FAMILIES. 

ST.-\TE COUNTY OR UNA TI ACHED MALES 

Connect icut Litchfield 

Illinois Kendall 1 

Massachusetts Berkshire 1 

New York Chautauqua 5 [all from Herkimer) 
Chenango l 
Erie 1 
Herkimer 9 [including Naomi) 
Madison I 
Niagara l 
Onondaga 3 
O ntario 1 
Oswego I 
Saratoga 2 
Seneca 1 
Wayne 2 
Westchester l 

Pennsylvania Warren 

*T hi.• analysis in cludes families in wh ich eith er the husband o r the wif.: was a Sears by birth . 
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