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The
SEARS Family

A preat many of the Scarses in Sullivan Co., Mo, are descended from Ira
Sears, one al the carliest settlers in the county, whose proven ancestry stretches back
to the [irst Sears in this country — Richard Sears, who settled in Plymouth Colony
before 1633 (he is ancestral to thousands of different American families, including
most of those bearing the nume Sears). In addition to the Sears line, fra Sears is
descended from dosens of other old New England families, including a couple of the
very oldest. Five of his ancestors were aboard the Mayflower in 1620 (he is directly
descended from William Mullins and his wife, his daughter Priseilla, her husband,
Johin Alden, and Thomas Rogers, all of whom were in the first grougp of settlers to land
ut Plymouth); besides these, he has ancestors on two other Pilgrim ships — the
Fortune, 1621 [Robert Hicks) and the Anne, 1623 (Hicks® wife, Margaret, and his
daughter, Phebe ; and Alice Carpenter — Southworth, who became the second wits of
Gov. William Bradford).

Our Sears ancestors settled first an Cape Cod, when it was part of Flymouth
Colony, end they remained there until long afrer Plymouth Colony, having become
part of Massachusetts, had ceased to exist. It is important to realize that many Sears
descendarits still live on Cape Cod, and, even though our particular brunch of the
famnily cventually left that area, it was only after a sojourn of well over a century.

ln 1769, Judah Sears, Richard's great-grandson, then gbout 70 years abd, lefr
the region of ¥Yarmouth and Harwich {now W, Brewster) on the Cape, to settle in
Rochester, a town on the mainland, but stll one of the Plymouth Colony towns,

His son, Alden, removed for a brief time to Nova Scotia, but returned by 1769 1o the
Plymouth region 1o settle near Rochester in Dighton, Mass.. a town settled in 1678 by
wome of the residents of Taunton, another Plymouth Colony tewn; there Alden married
a Dighton girl, descended from many of the Taunton [ounders, named Phebe Walker.
Although our Sears ancestors lived in the Tuunton-Dighton area for only one gene-
ation, these towns were, nevertheless, founded by our ancestors in maternal lines

(and are, to doubt, full of our relatives even tods+),

By 1807 when Edward Sears, son of Alden and Phebe, moved with Lis Family
to the Sate of New York, the Sears family had been in Mass,, about 175 years,

This particular branch stayed in New York — first in Oswego Co., then in Bristol,
Ontario Co. — for a relatively brief period. Edward’s older children were born in
New York, but the younger ones in Cincinnati, Ohio, where Edward died.

ilis zons, lra and Asahel Parker Sears, were married in Clermont Co., Ohio,
just enst of Cincinnati, and Ira and his wile, Amanda Stockton, left Ohio to seitle

ek b ity v, Band Gien pernsapeirtly anc Al Besb i Linae o taee
in Sutlivan G, where they were among the carlicst settlers. Some of Ira's-kinfolk
eveniually lived in Sullivan Co , wo: his widowed mother Jemima, his brot'er
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240 Fayne Family

Fhilo’s widow and some of his children, along with his brother Rev, Arthur
Elliott Sears (the cldor) and his family, (Rev. Sears was a travelling mindicr . -

Methodist Episcopal Church for over 30 years, ' and he never remained in qre ;|

for long. He stayed in Sullivan Co. long enough to marry his second wile 4]
ane child there — then, spparently, he was off again, since he ended WP b e
Clara, Cal.)

Atany rate, Irs Sears came to Sullivan Co;, Mo, over 700 veiry afyer 1
Sears came to this country; the Sears family was moving with the great moves--
of American expansion during those 200 years; from Sullivan Co., their 1o e«
have continued, so thut new descendants of Ira Sears are widely scattered, moe..
them in the western portions of the country, although some of his family hase
maitied in Sullivan Co. now almast 130 years. Every time the family Has moved
has left sotie members behind “for seed™ (in Mass., in N. Y., in Chiods our =,
relatives are Incredibly numerous; they seem to be, qquite literally, everywhey |
There were more than 30,000 of them in the United States abouat 10 VAP Lt

Because of the unusual antiquity of this particular family line, and the L
number of families connected with it, have chosen 1o wear it rather differeet,
than some of the other familics in this book. The present chapter is divided i
three parts: in (he first, the Sears line is traced {lram Michard Scars, the inme.
ancestor, to Edward Sears, the immediate ancestor of the Sedrs famdily in Su'liv o
Co., Mo.) only through tamily groups of divect ancestars — no collatesal lines .
tleveloped, although | have s great deal of lilormation concerning *fem, Tn Lk
second part (YOther New England Ancestors of Edward Sears™), hive give js
lar treatment of some of the allied lamilies. For cxample, the two generaticn
the Alden family cavered in this section are hoth presented in family grouns
ever, Tor most of these familiza [ have giv en only the numes of direet aigeston
without detailing each family group. Throughout the first twe parrtions of this
chapter , named of dircct ancestors of Ira Sears are always underlined so tha ihe
reader will have no difficulty following the llne of descent to the Sears famils
Sullivan Co,

The third portion of this chapter preseats the family in Sullivan Co. jus!
as other families are preseniced throughout te book, with ag nany lines cozon
t the present day as 1 was zble to complete, Only a few Seors relatives Failed s
answer my inquiricy, so this section includes virtwally all the Sdesvendunts of i
Sears and Amanda Stockton, | am very sorry that those fou jrieple mnde it e
passible for me to give full information concerning the family wh yse name 10
proud to bear,

Sexverecy o Asfenniolcdoemen by
Part 1 - The carly histiry BF e Sears Fumily is availabide inoe moubtitade o

bouks, but most of thess waurces, msalur a5 ey are refiahle, deowve npum the oo

of Bxmuel Pearie Mav, wlicse manwmernigl study, T Dexrevds oty of 55 T

Sears Family 231

sarer {Scars) of Yarmouth, Mass. (1890}, is definitive. Although I have used man+
ather sources, most of which are Tisted in the bibliography which follows, [ have
selicd most heavily upon May's book — when sources have disapreed, | have made
tum my final authorey. Virtually all of Part 1 of this chapter is found in May's book
anil he deserves most of the credit Tor the information, even though many other
sources also give the same material. Anyone with a deep interest in the Sears family
would do well to consult May's book, which is available in many large genealogics!
colicctions, particularly in the eastern United States.

A portion of May's book is devoted to repudiating the Sears pedigree widely
accepted earlier in the 19th century — this pedigree, which wus presented in a book
called Pictures of Oiden Times by Edmund Hamilton Sears in 1857, purported to
show the descent of Richard Sears, the immmigrant ancestor, [rom English nobility
and every ruling house in Western Europe in the Middie Ages. Although this genealogy
was decisively proven to he False as long ago as 1890, it is still occasionally referred
to, and many older works print it as the truth. Since | want none of my relatives o
tie under any delusions, | issue this warning: any reference to the royal descent of
the Sears family s almost ecrtainly mistaken, even if it appears in a published Look,
such us Charles Henry Browning's Amerfcans of Royal Descent (which is one of the
lirgest compilations of errors in the genealogical field anyway ). Some of the works
caed i the bibliography contain references to the mistaken pedigree, but let anvone
who uses Uiese sources be forewarned. The desire to be descended from rovalty has
i keown o overthrow the honesty of some family histortans; but [ would per-
sonally rather be related to honest men, than to kings.

Sears Bibdingraphy

Cuzeer, William Richard, ed, Massechusetts, pp. 106-110; 657, 658, 2596, 2597,
Freeman, Frederick., The History of Capre Cod: the Annals of Barnstable and its
Several Towns in 2 vols, (Boston, 1860), Vol, I, pp. 137, 138; 591, 592,

Holmes, Frank R, Directory of the Ancestral Heads of New England Families,
FE20-1700 (19238), p. coxiii.

MePherson, Mes, W, W, The Aucestry of Addic Clark Harding (196-), pp. 156-134.
Pope, Charles Henry, The Ploneers of Masseehuseits: A Descriptive List (Boston,
1900, 3. 4006,

Virkus, Frederick A, The Abridged) Compendium of American Geneglogy: The
Standard Geneslogical Encyelopedia of the Ixi Families of America 7 vols. (1925,
1942}, Wol. 1, pp. 55, 950; 1V, pp. 102, 485, 687; V., pp. 121, 168, 169, 390,47 7;
VIL, pp. 388, 560,

Pare 2 43 derived from a number of published sources, which are listed in the
Bites in the form of a very brief bibliography for esch particular family,

Part 3§ depends almost altogether upon ariginal research of my own dn b !
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ton Co, {Cincinnati}, Ohio, Clermont Co., Ohlo, and Sullivan Uk, Mo, but o B tise,
ul individuals were extremely helpful 1o me and deserve my thanks — my M pgrang
mother Rosa (Quigley) Sears told me a great deal about the Sears family year Ago !
Lowad just begonnaug to work on b Hee coonzate cweaaw feb e sang (1

my further rescarches. More recently, a distant cousin of mine, Maxine “""ﬂ‘ﬂjnm
of Browning, Mo., gave me invaluable assistance by single handedly tracking dowy -
the descendants of Arthur Elliott Sears and his wife, Ann Eliza Scott. Othey Coirres
pondents gave me less information, but T am deeply appreciative to all of them fop _
taking the time to help me — they include: Genevee (Quigley) Murphy, Hazel (Scu,
Taylor, Ronald Sears, Wendell Quigley, Raymond Quigley, Bonnie (Sears) Maulsh,
all of Milan, Mo.; Jean (Sears) Badloff of Browning, Mo.; Glenda (Sears) [,1_“551}- i
51, Catharine, Ma.; Harold R. Sears and Rev. J. Truman Quigley of Kansas City, b1,
Clifford E. Ogan of Columbia, Mo.; Madeline (Call) Riggen of Allen Park, Mich.;
Pernice {Hoffman) Hurdle of Boulder, Colo.: Bernie Dean Sears of Radcliff, Ky ;
and Ruby (Hill) Galyon of Berryville, Va.

Il.“”{l‘lf

Richard Sears — his parentage, exact birthdate and place are all unknown, althog:!
some traditions have it that he was @ member of the Sayer” family of Colchester ..
England; it is alsu possible that he belonged to the family of Sarres (or Serres) whe
lived (and perhaps still lives — they did in the 1%9th century) on tie channel islae 2,
Guernsey and Jersey, since many of the families which settled Marblehead were |-
those islunds.

The first reference to Richard in public records is found in o tax o of P
Colony dated Mar. 25, 1635, “when he was one of forty-four in o list of eightya.
persons, who were assessed nine shillings in corn, at six shillings per bushel,"? S0
aflterward, he crossed over to Marhlehead, in Mass, Colony, and was taxed as w1
there in 1657-38. In 1639, he removed to Yarmouth, Plymouth Colony, appeanc:
“in the list of inhabitants between the age of 16 and 60 years, able to bear arms
was made freeman in 1652, chesen an the and jury, 1655, Constable in 1660, -
reseniative 1662, to the General Court.”® His will of 1667, niaming his wife am!
dren, is recorded in Plymouth Colony Records, Vol, 111 ol Wills, lolio 53, 54, 5%
died in Yarmouth, Plymouth Colony, and was buried Aug. 26, 1676,

His wite, Dorothy was buried in Yarmouth, Mar. 19, 1635
name was ance thought to be Thatcher, hut that being disproved she s sometires
identified as Dorothy Jones, or Dorothy Batts, both these Iatter names based £ 7
astumption that she was sister-in-law of Anthony Thacher, whom Richare Sexis
calls his ‘brother’ in his will, In any case, she may have been Richard's second
s0 not necessarily the mother of his children,

Children {it {s important to note that both Paul and Debornh Sears are <!
ancestors of Ira Scars):

2. i, Paul Sears, b, 1637-8 aft, Feb, 20, prob, in Marblehead

e
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[ Hursell?)
4, Ifi

Siias 8 3 i
a5 Sears,* boe. 16578, Jdoan. 18, 1697-8 4 Yarmouth; m, 2 Y
) - LR PRl

Deborah Seurs, b, Sepl 1639, Yarmouth

a
s

En.i! L. E-:I.UI TS sk 5 AL
‘1 'hf oath ﬂ! .I' |I1':“ et (¥] lrlllj he l:.E 1 COmins 1 As cap
i 1 J (s 1013 A8 T
in the Tiliilra, .lﬂ!l n Jdl: r—'ilu-‘“ 1:" Wh".-h mpaweg

itseem ‘thely that he served in it “He w
i ; 3 a8 one of the origing i
in f:.nrwtchi I:Flwccn Bound and Stony brooks, known as Wingir:ﬁ::;mm“‘:{ l:“dj i
;r: armrr-mth in 1658, Deborah Willard,” who war bapt. Sept. 14 lh--l-fr:m[‘nl &.;l' i
i ; X . n ¢
?:m::;tt; f_‘;‘.nlnrly.d. !'-'Il'aj-' 13,1721, Yormiouth. Puul Sears died i"ch 20 I?I;I;u:t;:r
+eaving a will dated the samie d . Hi 1 tdes i
ormnp e ey ymm,m?y His monument s the oldest rhated] mern-
Children, all b, in Yarmouth
5. .:‘ Mercy Sears,* b July 3, 1659
6. i, Bethia Sears,® b. Jan. 3, 1661.-»
May 27, 1684, John Crawell, Jr
;. {.ni. Samuel Seirg, b, Just of Jan. | 6634
& doa tiaw., perhaps Lydia,* b, Lect. 24, 1666: J
wich, b. Apr. 192, 1668: 4. € 1697 m. 2nd 'I'I-ulrrr:m.-_l S;::"*I‘L T R ot -
9. v Paul Sears,* b June 15,1
B ¥ + 1669 d, Feb,
m. 1693 Harwich, Mercy e o
W, Brewster; Mass. |

10, Wi 3
——— 7Y Sears (Mary or Margery) * b, O : :
Mass.; Fr:'li'.‘. m. Gol. John Knowles of Eastham. e R
. vil. Ann Sears,* b, Afur, 27,1675 4
Merrick of Harwich '
12. vili. Capt. John Sears,* iy L6
o E S b 16677-8;
b A il el vl Apr. 9, 1788 (bur, W, Brewster,
(bue. W, Brewster, Mass,)
13, i=. Richard Sears,* b, 1680.1 day
5 . Lid, May 24, 1718 {bur. Chitham,

14, 1
t . Capt. Naniel Sears,* b, 16823 d. Aug. 10, 1758, Chatham

oy I ; n1 t‘ﬂ ¥ ﬂ.rnlﬂur.h F!'Il.'.! . sﬂl ;I.Il owes I] 1 E‘ﬂ ¥ Iy 3
" L i
X I . H e, D 5 ¥ armao uljl.

i horge logt i the Narragansest War,
#

id. July 5, 1724, Chatham, Mass.; m.
-» of Nobscussett, b, 1662: d. Oct. 11, 1728

. (bur. W. Brewster):
Freeman, b. Oce, 30, 1674, Harwick: d, Aug, 30, 1747 {hur]

. Nov, 14, 1745; m. Jan. 28, 1703, John

i Mass.};
Priccills Freeman, b, et 27, 1686, d. May & Ii’H-

Mlts‘aq ,h- I, M:l'}r

Mags.; m. Feoh.
d. Nov. 9, [ 748,

4
Deborat Sears, died Yarmouth, Aug. 17, 1742: m. 1659 Zachary Paddock® ( [
e e Ty " \ FON O

Robe . %
.,,-;fcr:ifmdzttl whj came from Eng, 10 Duxbury, Mass., 1634 dying 1650, and Lis
PARArTY ) bl Mar. 20, 1656, Flymowth: % 1 l :
b - Y:lr,imn"m' o ymouthid May 1, 1727, ¥ armouth, Mass. Children,
15, i Ichabod Paddock,* b Teb, 2, 1661-2; he was a whaler

I6. . Zachariah Paddock *
s 1 Paddock,* b. Apr. 14, 1664;d. Apr. 8, 1717-18; m. Ist Bethin
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L34
i ; b biar, 1671,
29, 1708, Mary Hedge, b,
: 8, 1708; m. 2nd July 29,

Thall, b, 1668; 4. Mar, 8,
Yarmouth, Mass.

17

i,

; ’ 55 I6ay,
Flivaheth Paddock, ¥ b, Aur. 1, 1666 d. bel. 169 ;m, Nov
Flizn e :

e s e
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)

Lupt, Judah Padd ok, b, Yarmouth; o

Sepr. 15, 186,
1706, Aliea Alde:

. Mar, 31, L770; m. Dep 5,
L (3o Aldey Famify neote), b, 1635, I}uxhur}r.Mms..- o July 1o,
1774
54, . Beuben Paddock, » . Dee, 27, 1707
John Iowes, died Apr. 20, 1756 * b, May 5, 1669; d. Feb. 18, 1717-18; m. ¢, 3. i Judah Faddock * b, May, 27, 1749-10
18, iv. Capt. John Fadd“':t{ .1;1 il v <8 il Sumue Paddock,* b, O L2, 17104, July 27, 1757; m. Dee. '3
1694, Priscilla Hall, b. Feb. 15?11 . 17 1670-1;m. Mar. 6, 17012, Martha Hay, 1744, 'rhankrmuums.amugue 27, 1789
19, v. Robert Paddock,® b, Jan. 17, ’ 57. iv. Mary Paddock,* b, Mar, 5, 171415, Yarml.mlh. Mass_; d, 1775,
-_"d‘-——____
b. May 24, 1676 . * b, Sept. 12, 1674 Rochestey, ©ass,s . Nav, 1741, "I'a.rmnulh. Mass,, Judialy Seqrs (Scars 30)
20.  vi. Joseph Paddock, . Sept. 22, 1677; m. Dec. 15, 1706, Nantucker 38. ¥. Grace Taddock, » b. Jan. 27, 171575, Yarmeuth, Mass,; 4, Sept.
21. vii, Nathaniel Paddock,* b, Sept. 17. 1780, m, Noy. 1731, Yarmouh, Mass., Joiin Seurs (Sears 91)
Miass., Ain Runker 15, 1681 n, vi. Rebeces Paddock, * |, May 12, 1718, Yarmouth, Mass,
29, i, Capt. Judah Paddock, b. Sept 0 vii. Nathanicl Pagdock o 3
7

. br. Loy of Jan.
inhabitants of Harwich, Mass.,
: f the earliest inhabitan ; ster, Mas |
L e Sﬁ::r;“:n:mlh Colony; d. Jun. 8, 17412 {hﬂ‘:‘iiﬁ;vj:r]an 20
lﬁﬁﬁrﬁ';l‘?ﬁ.r p) :IH-{I-MH, 6, 1741-2; m. Mercy Mayo,” b, 1664: d,
hig wi e *
Mass.) 10
1748-9 {bur. W. Brewster, : h Colony later Mass. :
3 1 ch, Flymout Mineens
e Rl ::5]:::.: b, July 1, 1685; m. Nov. 2, :T]E;gﬂ:'l: rwlit-".: o
w3 k Hmniiﬂcnn;b. Sept. 15, 1687; d. Nov. 22, lr?r'ﬁ ! -
24 i gm:l::wifh h}mqp_mh Merrick, died Feb. 1:’;. ”;ﬂmm_ 2
m_Nu-;.‘ZLli”h; thaniel F:cu.r; * b, Sepr. 23, 1689;d. July 19, '
25. i Nathan Ay -
. fed Deec, 7, 1750 ls i S B 1
1:«'12.5“1"“"1';"“'&;“, * b, Nov. 18, 1691; d. July 17, ”";;;::‘ it
iv. Tamsen L TR Lasthum, >
w:g’hn Freeman, b, June 15, 1696; d, June 9, 1772, Eas

[ 7 L T
: -] . Scpt. P I 53:1’.1. -.‘.I:[Jh H‘q 1758 {huf
2?. Ve onathan sﬂlﬂ . b 3‘ 6
T Sears,” : B5; m. .PAF'
; ¥ i) hl' 15, 1695; d. f‘iugn .!5,,
h & # -Jl.i 17
28. ﬁ- C.'a.p'l. mcp

Yarmouth, M
18, Harwich, Mass., Elizabeth Paddock, b, Apr. 14, 1698,
17,1718, wich, i
! Norwulk, Conn
o iy * $, 1697 d. July 21, 1754, '
wii b. May 3, 3 ‘ =4
-l ';Iln.:h;:rsr:::t'h Mass., Mary Thacher, b at Yarmouth: d. Nor
m. Sept. 17, 1 - v
Conn, N— | J
. Judah Sears, b, Oct, 29, . R
i ﬁ{L John Sears,* b. July 18, 1701; d. 1774; m. Nov, 17
31. [ : v
Mass., Grace Paddock (Sears 38)

el ar 5, 17 . W. Browsie!
5, b, May 27, 1705; d. Mar, 5, 1750 (bur
. % Seth Sears,* b, 7. 17 -
H 5, I 31-.4:‘! a
. '} i enjamin Sears,® b, June 16, 1706; m, L=t Mar, 1
83. xi. B ¥ T 7 Y

o
Meroy
Ma AT i 733-4;m. 2nd 1745, =
3 auti‘l. dlEd lar. 24, 1 : - | srdju*
. ;Y;’;nﬂ-:!ﬁ::ifc: Miass,; d. June 29, 1756, Harwich, Mass.; m

Nov. 18, F ' H

1757, Abigail Burgess

- Feb. 27, 1723.4

30
[udah Sears, b, et 29, 1699, Harwich, Mass.; o, ¢, 1778, Rorliester, Mass, : will
tited Feb, 5, 1773 -Sep, L1776 m.

1 Naw, 1731, Yarml:ruth, Maxs,
Avove) Children, 4 b. at Harwic

h, Mags. t2
L Ann Sears,* b, Mar, 31, 1739.

{Searg 87
41,

i M. Anthony Gage
42, i, Judak Seore, ¥ Iy, Nov. 19, PT84, 1782 Rocheyter, Mass.: m,
Yarmouth, Mg, fepr. 21, 1760, Mary Crowell, b. Deg. 15,1739
45, . Mary Sears L*bapt Now, 7. 1736;d. y,
i :;4 W, Alden Seary, b, Fel. 24, 1738.9
¢4 19

v, Nathan Kears
Mass.im, 1ap Bee., 1764, Chaih
Jud Sepr. 18, 1774, Rochester,
1752;d, Mar. 4, 1818

b June 1B, 1741 4, Feb, 27,
am, M s, Rebopes Crawel|, |,
Mass., Thank ful Bassery

1825, Ru:h:.lﬂcr.
Uee, 18, 1742 m,
of Rochester, b, May 24,

+G, vi. David Sciars.* |y, May 10, 1744. 4. Rnch::mr,'h‘lass,: m. st Aug
' 26, 1769, Abizall Gerry;m, 2nd Feh, 13, 1764, Rochester, Muge. Susinnah Haedy,
b. Sept, 27, 1746
J 47, V. Richard Seqes.» 1. Jurie 8, 1746; 1. publ. Mur, 28, 1760, Roches-
ter, Mass,, Sarah Bumpus of Wareham, Mgy,
48, Vi Mary Sears % b, Apr, 15, 1750; m, Nov, 13, 1768, Rochesier,
.‘Lr:u.,j-}n.a.!hau Hatch of Falmeuth, Miisy,
T Elizabeth Searg » bupt. Harwich, Mass,, Tuly 8, 1752
; S Wi ANes Sears,* m. Murch 29, 1769, Charles Chureh
' 51. %, Sargh Sears,* bapt. May. 30, 1755, East Ya.rmauth, Mass,
£ Capt. Alden Sears, b, Fely, 24, 17939

» Harwich, Mayy,; bapt. Apr, 1, 1759,
im. lst Hannah Dagse
Dec, 29, 1769, Dighr

5, 14503, Bristal, Qat

ario Co., N, V.
i Liverpool, Nows

¢ who d.sp. before 1769
Scotia;m. '3 9,4

on, Mass., Phebe Walker
=t Vealker

» Mary Paddocy
—— Addacs
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The Sears Family
208, . Kathryn Ruth Sears* b. July 26, 1957

141
Bernice Alpha Hoffman, b. Jan. 11, 1904, Milan, Mo,; m. Apr. 15, 1924, Chester 1,
verne Hurdls, b. Sept. 21, 1898, Holden, Mo.; d. Dec. 28, 1967, Boulder, Coln,
204, i. Karyl Mae Hurdle,* b. Ocr. 15, 1925, Milan, Mo.; m. Septr. 14, |94;
Boulddr Colo., Frank Rulph Drexel, b. Oct. 5, 1825, Crawford, Colo,
Children, all b. in Boulder, Colo.:
i. SBandra Jean, b. Apr. 30, 1954
ii. Frank Norman, b. July 10, 1957
fii. Mark Lawrence, b, June 23, 1960
205, i, Chester Bruce Hurdle,® . Apr. 20, 1950, Milan, Mo.; m. Feb. 18, 1t
Stratford, Texas, Judith Ann Sherrod, b, July 17, 1951, Tulsa, Okla. Clildren, il
in Boulder:
i Gary Wayne, b, May 12, 1935
ii. Keith Alan, b. Apr. 19, 1658
iii. Junet Elaine, b. Jan, 15, 1960

143
Mary Beatrice Farley, b, Oct, 7, 1916 near Milan Mo m, Aug. 14, 1940, Milan, ¥
Harlan Adanes, died Feb, 2, 1965 (hur, Hizhland Gem., Ricksville, Mo.)
Childran:

206. i, Kitty Sue Adams,* b. Aug. 25, 1947, Kirksville, Mo.; m. 1 st May 2¢

1959, Alexandria, Mo, Joe Dean White; m, 2nd Nov. 20, 1965, Arkansas, Dale #a
Dewer. Child by 2nd marricge: Leora Sue Dover, b, Nov, 12, 1966, Springfichl, '

207.  #. Nancy Beatrice Adams,* b, Aug. 25, 1947; m. Sept. 11, 1965, Aley
ander, Clark Co., Mao., Jeseph Spencer Hughes  Child: Matthew Harlan Hughes ©
Sepr. 17, 1968, Keokuk, lowa.

144
Anna Maxine Farley, b, Dec. B, 1921 near Milan, Mo.; m. July 23, 1958, Milan, Me.
Jobin Robert Jones of Chillicothe, Mo, I 1915
Children:
Z08. i, Robert Dewnyne Jones® b, Oct. 30, 1942, nesr Brownijog, Moum®

Lst Apr. 8, 1961, Sullivan Co., Mo., Peggy L. Haien (dav. of Okey Hanen and Best”

Stuffiebean); divorced Oct, 1965; m. 2nd Nov. 23, 1965 at Mt Pleasant, lowa, S
Jean Knifong Children by 1st marriage:

b Jomes Wiyne, b, Sept. 10, 1961, Milan, Mo,

N 0 VT L S T R ) T it | T LA

209, i, Prenmnis Harlan Jonee

146
Surlton Roland Sears, b, Mov, 23, 1900 near Bovnten, Ma.;d. May 20, 1975, Bat'
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City, Mo. (bur. Elmwood Cem.); m. Nov, 10, 1921, Milan, Mo., Mary Edith Boyd
{Boyd 226}; she is living in Bates City, Mo,
Children:

210, i. William Leonard Sears,® b. & d, Dec. b, 1922 near Boynton, Mo.
ibur. Elmwood Cem. )

211, §i. Marvin Paul Sears, b. May 18, 1924 pear Boynton, Mo,

212, i, Nena Jean Sears,* b. Jan. 25, 1929 near Boynton, Mo. Of Bates Gity,
Mo.

215, iv. Richard Dusne Sears,® b. Jan. 26, 1940 near Dwight in Morris Co.,
Kansas; m. June 17, 1966, St. Louis, Mo,, Grace Page Harris (dow. of Robert Laird
Harris & Elizabeth Kruger Nelson), b, Aug. 51, 1943, Wilmington, Delaware; they have
a som, Robert Carlton Sears, b. May 17, 1970, in Eerea, Ky,

147

Austa Mae Sears, b. Dec. 10, 1902 near Boynton, Mo.; m. Ist Luther Evans Call
(san of John Call and Belle Boyd), b, June 3, 1900, Hanaker, Virginia; d. July 8,
1855, Milan, Mo. {bur. Oakwood Cem.); m. 2nd July 30, 1967, in Milan Mo, Wade
Humphreys, Children by 15t marriage:

214, i. Helen Colleen Call,* b, Jun. 6, 1923, Des Moines, lowa; m. May 19,
1844, Napolean, (Ohio, Clyde Benny, b Scpt. 19, 1922; they live in California

215, fH. Mildred Madeline Call,® b, Feb. 18, 1925, Dew Moines, lowa, m
Oct, 26, 14456, Lincoln Park, Michigan, Paul (**Mickey "] Riggen (con of Raymond
Adva Riggen & Anna Elizabeth Caldwell), b. Sepr. 21, 1920; they have onc son,
Daouglas Paul Riggen, b. Feb. 3, 1955, Detroit, Mich.

149
Helen Blanchie Seurs, b, May 4, 1906 near Boynton, Mo.; d. Mar. 6, 1950,
Wayne, Mich. (bur. Eimwood Cem.); m. 1st Dec, 51, 1921, Suliivan Cu,, Mo,
Everett E. Sterling {son of Henry Sterling & Ellen Caldwell}, b. 1898; m. 2nd
Edwared E. Carter, b, July 10, 1902, whose first wife was Lela Bartley (Pavne 575)

216. i. CQuentin Alvin Sterling,* b. Sepr. 19, 1925; m. Ist Wandn Lebers;
divarced; m. Znd — wife's name unknown, Children by 1st marringe:
i. Timathy
ii. Laurel

iii. Heatheryn

150
Jﬂhn William Sears, b. Dec, 16, 1907 near Boynton, Mo,; d. Aug. 28, 1972, 5t
sy St S T gg e Gl o Vel A TS Sl O, Mo, Clides

Anne Modan {daw. of Silas Morlan and Minnie McDanicl), b. Dec. 16, 1908 near
Follock, Mo.

2y 7. i. Donnie Lea Sears,® bovet 5, 1932, Pollock, Mo, m, Ed Maulsby.
Clitldren:
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2 Edudon ©, Smith, American Surnames (New York: Chelion Boak Oy
p. 512,

*1n the early racords of Plymouth, Richard’s surname is given as Sarcs:
Paul, seemis to have adopted the familiar spelling Sears.

“May, p. 23.

®Mrs. W. W. McPherson, The Ancastry of Addie Clark Harding (196

"May, p. 45,

? Deborah Willard's father, Gearge, was bapr. Dec. 1614 at Horsmonder
Kent, England, where his family had lived for several penerations; he came 1o 7.
England in 1658, and took the Oath of Allepiance at Scituate, Mass,, Feb. | 3
wife was almost certainly Dorothy Dunster, dau. of Henry Dunster of Balehoo »
and sister of Henry Dunster, Ist president of Harvard College (rom Aug, 27 )
Qct. 24, 1654}, A book concerning the Willard family, Henry Kellapg Willanl' ¢
Memorial fo Henry Augustus Willard and Sarah Brodiey Willard {19257, has nie
infurmation ghout early Willards; see especially pp. 5-7. Also see Lacjus W 1
History of Cambridge, Mass., 1630-1877 (Boston, 1877), pp. 537-8, for maus,
concerming the Dunsters.

"Material concerning the Paddock family occurs in the following seoro
F. May, pp. 33-55: New Eaglond Historical and Genealogical Register, Vol 5.5
Vol. 12, p. 220; Virkes Sempendinm, Yol, 7,0, 872,

. "Mercy Maya was the dow, of Depcen Sar el Ma cou b Boghioed; ol 196
Bestons vl proved Apr. 26, 1664; & TemzingThomuane Lunpki, b 100
whose seeond husband was John Sundecland, Descon Samuel was the sanof B2
Jobkn Mayo, b. Eng., who camae 1o Mass,, in 1636, and bécame minister af ozt
Cluireh in Dogton. Tle rermoved v Yarmouth where he dicd May 1676 .dis
whe died at Yarmouth Feb, 26, 1682, was named Tamsen, The lather af Tar
Thomasine Lumpkin was William Lumpkin, whose wife was aluo o woman nas
Tamsen or Thomasine; he died 1671, Savage's Gencealogical Dicticqary has o=
cutteerning these people.

"®The birthdates of the children of Samuel and Mercy (Mayo] Sears are -
in “'Harwich, Mass., Vital Records," The Moy flower Descendant, Voi. 3 (1201
p- 175; otave mformation concerning them in Vol o, p. 210: and in Geosrge £7
Bowman's “Records of the Fiest Parish in Brewstar formerly the First Fasish =
wich, Mass,,” The Mayfower Dezcondant, Vol 4, pp. 245-9,

P \Marriage intention in “Harwich Vital Records,™ The Mgy flomwes Desor
Vol, 13, No. | {Jan. 1911}, p. 58,

"Erbid,, No. 3 (July 1917), p. 148 — listing seven of Judah ang Mary (T3

Sears” chudren.
Al 2
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1850, Vol 11 {Boston, 1916], p. 266; marriage recorded i Fowmion, Moo, 1
Recerds to TR, Vol i [Taunton Marcages), p. 425,

YA avsarhtise b8 Sofeiery wad Swilars af the Resotutidnay War [Tioawes )

VoL 18, p. 947,

.

o

The Sears Family 254

YEMay, pp. 120,121,

T8 A lden biblingraphy: “Jobn Alden Entry,” Dictionary of American Biography,
Vol I, pp. 146, 147, ‘

William Richard Cutter, ed. Genealogical and Personal Memoirs Relating to
sie Families of the State of Massachusetts (N. Y. [910) Vol. I, pp. 1229, 1230;
vl 111, pp. 2001, 2002.

Hubert Kinoey Shaw, Familles of the Pilgrims {Mass. 3ac. of Mayilower
Ueseendints, 1956), pp. 20, 21, 28, 30,

"7 1ohin A. Goodwin, The Pilgrim Republic (Boston, 1888), p. 556.

U8 pyederick AL Virkus, The (dbridged ) Compendium of American Genealogy,
Vol [ p. 17,

Y9 4william Richard Cutter, ed,, Massachusetts, Vol. 11, p. 1692, Vol. IV, p.
2686, "“Gov., Willlam Bradford Entey,” Dictionary of American Biography, Vol. 11,
P 562, John A, Goodwin, The Pigrim Repubiic (Boston, 1888}, p. 38.

28yriliam Richard Cutter, ed. New England Fawmilies: Genealogical and
Memorial (N. Y., 1914}, Vol I, pp. 1554, 1555; Vol. IV, p. 2227. "Marriages
Birth and Deaths at Taunton, Mass.," New Englared Historical and Genealogical
Regrcter, Vol 17, . 34, Reprosentative Men and Old Famdies of Southeastern
Mass. (Chicago, 1912), Vol 1L, p. 749, Taunten, Mass., Vital Records to 1850,

L L
1 yestinm Richard Catter, od., Vew England, pp. 462465,
D Conary af American Biogphy, Vol, 15, p. 583,
“Marriage, Births and Deaths at Taunton, Mass,” New England Historios!
und Geneplogical Register, Vol. 17, p. 527,
Susiiun Geiley Richmond, The Bichmond Family: 1594-1895 ard Pre:
Anterican Ancestors 1040-1594 (Boston, 1907), pp. vii-xv; 1-3; 12, 15,

22108 Archives Records — Joseph Tisdale, Sr., Joseph Tisdale, Jr. The
May flgwer De-pendurd, Vol 21 {1919), pp. 29-35.

“nmlarnazes in Taunton, Mass.' New England Historical and Genealogical
Regivter, Vel, 15 (July 1859), p. 254

R ien Kinney Shaw, Families of the Pilgrims (Mass. Soc. of Miyflower

Besz,, 1955, ¢ 127.
lsase Mewton Williams, The Bogers-Turfler Family. A Search for Ancestors
1948}, pp. 10-15.

Edyiiliam Richard Cutter, New England Families Gevvalogival and Memaorial

1%, Y., 1914}, Vol. [11, p. 1341

Nuw England Histovical and Geneslogical Register, Vol b (Oct. 1851}, pp.
4142, 4143; Vol. 7 (Jan. 185%), pp. 72, 73; Veol. 17, pp. 37, 325; Vel. 32 (July
. te:-._u'mu.\‘ Leonard pedigree: Charles Henry Brownu, Americans of Royel
Dezeent, #ed el [Phifadelphia, 1894), pp- 40, 41, 305,

A8; 1% Srchives Revord (from johin L. Reed, Recd Genealogy: desc. of
Wilhizm Repde)
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SEARS, Nancy, 281

Nathan, 238

Mathaniel, 238

Meatzon Rabert, 248

Nona Joan, 283

Civer Trimaola, 243

Cgcar Caritan (" Corl™), 2458
Cacer Pottar [“Pot'), 3, 242, 245
PFoui, 232, 233, 258

Phabs, 336

Phila, 230, 241

Rachel Ellesn, 2ES

Faiph Barmard, 248, 364
Ralph Edwared, 240

Finiph Mok inley, 246, 245
Flobn Oniorly, 749

——==Richard, 229-233, 235, 258
~ Richary Duans, 253 -

FAltn Darlons, 240
Aobert Carlton, 263
Aobart tra, 247

Hoger Daan, 264
Fonald Duan, 332, 261
Aoy Lan, 248

Ruth Gunavieve, 227, 248, 264
Samual, 233, 234, 254
Sarah, 203

Sean Robart, 247

Barh, 234

Sath Foy, 247

Sharia, 307

Shaila Dians, 240

Silas;, 223

Sraphan A., 247
Stephan Francis, 247
EBteven Paul, 257

Susen Amanda, 245
Supsn E., 242, 243
Tomsaer 234

Tari, 2E1

Thamaa Millville, 243
Tirnmy, 307

Trussel, 248

Varngn Dean, 247, 260, 261
Wanda Ann, 240
Willimm &,, 253

Wit Haprizae SF5
Silllare dra, L, 2460
Willlom Leoncrd, 233
Witllam Maal, 247
Witllarm Robart 2, 139, 183, 156.237
Will iarm Walter, 242, 244
Veji'la Lincoin, 243

SEARS, Wilma Mading, 248

SEAWEARD, vat,, 53

SEE, Androw Jeckson, 203
Banjamin, 108, 207
Cora May, 207

demes H,, 203

Jamas Preston, 207

Lemual, 225

Minorva Frances, 207, 216

Mimrea, 108
SEIDENBACH, 304

SELBY, Bryan Allan, 207
Clifford Paul, 297
Bennie Joseph, 287
Jarry Las, 297
Kevin Paul, 287
Steven James, 287

SENATE, Busan, 160

SEVERANS, Margarst Maoml, 2

SEVIER, Elmar W., 275
Qocar W, 112

SHADDEM, Jer ima, 245, 783

SHADEY  Ellzitath, 137

SHAFER, Brent, GO
Luurniugg. a0
Hanciall, L0
Firuoger, BC

SHAMNMNOMN, Faarl Eugonis, 04

SHARER, Acland, 204

SHARP, Amber Jill, 120
Ja Malla, 1256
dames David, 126
Michetla Lenaa, 123

SEATTO, Cash F,, 217

Jonsiange A, 218

Dinle, 284

Prwlghs Arthur, 217

Elizabath (*'Livvi'), 119

4. Arthur, 217

Jacob l.otavarte, 217

Latevetts, 217, 284

Lioyd A., 217

Mary Essio, 217

Fobarts Jean, 27

Shirlay 0, 2B4

Willigm Arthur, 219

Annle, 183

Broanka Laurdne, 217

Coprathy | lmaa, 7
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e, 17
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SHAVER Lee Ray, 277,317
Lizzia, 183
{Mrn,) Mary Willjama?, 183
Sarah Loulss, 203
Thomed, 183
Truman, 213
Yirginfa Rosalans, 317
BHAW, Vondane, 255
GHELTON, Dara E,, 115
Larry Aay, 142
Scotl Fussall, 142
EHEMNEY, Moyo, 285
SHEPHARLD, Jameas H., 224

BHEPHERD, Rachal, 182
SHEPP, Dora Maa, 2480

SHEPPARD, Cacll, §
Edward, B
Floyd, 5
Francas, §
Hazal, 6
Mangy Marte, B
Ranniz 2. 266
Bharan Rosa, §
SHEPFHERD, Flosa L, 48
SHERQUSE, Ethel, 203
SMERAMAOL, Judith Ann, 263
SHITLEY, Dorsus, 198
Fatienca, 174
EHIPP, Dorg Mae, 240
FHCAR, Avo I, 216
Dunny Aondall, 215
Gavid Hanry, 216
Cesnna Francos, 2186
Dobia Louise, 218
Conard Jacs, 218
Caris Lowive, 218
Dorothy, 218
Canneth (Tean, 215
Lats, 218
Alchnrd Poyne, 218
Wiidleen Mahdall, 216
SHOCK, Martha Frances, 58

SHOEMAILER, Bovty Murrss, 124, 308

Farroat, 309
ST ERAAR, Allkon Lalgh, 316
sy Ellealinriy, 318
v ! Ch -
e luskan, e, 316
laae by ot Alan, &8
Limile Loy, 31C
Taguiae Poger 308

SHORT, ____ . 10
SHUBERT, Sytha Jena, 107
SHULL, Boston, 144
BHULTZ, Collgen, Cor.
SRUMWAY, David, 301
Ahett Charies, 301
SHUTTY, Donald J., 49, 226
Evan, 43
Frank, 43
Steven Poul, 49
Viela, 49
SILVEY, B. 8, 194
Cleliond, 184
Elects, 184
Glada, 184
Aobert d,, 188
SIMMONS, » 123, 202
Grownboerry, 156
Mary, 33T
Richmang, 236
SIMPSON, -
Amande, 180
Corp, B6, 199
Conalid, 118
Eizads, 129
Elva A., 189
Gortruda, 193
Glann Edward, 314
Gulla, 115
Cuy, 196
Hastar, 118
4, €, 159
Jd. R, 199
Inaob, 199
darnaa Edvord, 316
Jemies Thomes (" Tam''], 102
Jahn, 115
dokin Edword, 110, 297
John Elig, 113
Johnd., 109
Jemnday, #6, 110,115
Josept Eari, 315
Kalth, 118
Kanrioth, 118
Letend Edward, 207, 314
Lano, 118
o EEE
Larrl &nr, 316
Loadlla, 184
himtibe, 110 ZHE
furjorie Mos (" Marge'), 173,
a'a, BT T3
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The Sears (variously Seers) families of Dutchess County were extensively
studied berween 1880 and 1913 and are chronicled in 2 published genealogy and a
revised manuseript. Both works present only one Naomi Sears old enough to have
been Naomi Rider’s contemporary, and she was not born until 1802." Since then,
no one seems to have suceceeded in connecting Naomi Rider to any family of Sears
{or variant spellings). Developing a reasonable hypothesis for her parental family
has required careful investigarion and analysis of numerous families and relation-
ships, spanning more than a century and extending across a gesgraphic area from
Cape Cod o Missouri.

The hypothesis presented here has survived all rests to date. No evidence
conrradicts it and strong facrors suppart it. However, the meagerness of records
found for a few branches of the family precludes their total dismissal from further
consideration. This paper examines the identifiable field of candidares for Naomi's
father, corrects previously published errors, summarizes the known evidence, and
presents the likeliest case for her parentage. This analysis should also provide a
firmer basis for future study of the various Sears families in Dutchess County,

IDENTIFYING POSSIBLE FATHERS

Ower the course of their marriage, Zadock and Naomi lived in two regions.
When they wed in 1793, Zadock was a resident of Southeast in Dutchess. Seon
afrer, they moved inro the interior of New York Stare, to Litchfield in Herkimer
County. Although Naomi could have been from Litchfield, prompring Zadock ro
relocate amid her family, marriages commonly oceurred in the county of bridal
residence. In the absence of evidence that Naomi was a widow ar the time of this
marriage, logic dictates that any search for her parents should focus upon her
husband’s immediate neighborhood.

The Sears genealogy demonstrates that more than a dozen relared families of
that name resided on both sides of the Connecticur—New York boundary line in
1793—as well as a few ather Searses who cannot be connected. Most trace back to
two fourth-generation Sears males (second cousins): Benjamin®, who setcled
South(ern) Precinct, Dutchess County, as early as 1746; and James, who allegedly
settled ar Ridgeficld or Mill Plain in Fairfield County, Connecticut, about the same
time. As figure | illustrates, the Connecricut town was contiguous to Southeast in
Dutchess. Sons of James were said to be among those who spread across the line
nto Southeast as well as up to the Connecticut town of Danbury thar adjoined

11, Semuel B Moy, The Descandancs of Richind Sares (Sears) of Yormosth, Mass. . 16381888 (Albany, New
York: Joe! Munsells Sons, 18901, May vwas o knowledgeable and carelol researcher ar a time thag saw the pro-
duction of much imdocumented—and at tinees highly imaginacive—genealogy, Sll, his work has is share of
errors. The published genealogy does ot cite sources for all it informarcion, althongh some are idestifiable from
hih revised manuscripe at the Mew Enpland Historic Genealagical Sociery, Boston. Diared 1913, the munusceipe
containg o number of comreetions made by May after the 1880 poblication; but none bear oo the problem or huood,

Set ulsy May, "Some Doubts Concemning the Sears Padigree,” New Enpland Hissorlcal and Genealogicul Regioey
40 (July 1886): 261 -A8.
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Figure 2
Householders Sumnamed Sears and Ridey
Fairfield Couny, Connecricur, 1790

TOWN (TOTALNO FREE WHITES NOMWHITES
OF HOUSEHOLDE)
MO, MAMEOF HEALD MALES 16+ MALES <1¢& | FEMALES | FREEY | SLAVE®

Dianbwry { 569)
3 Rider, John
Sears: one
Ridaefield (361)
62 Sears, Comfort 1 1 i — —
63  Sears, Knowlcs | 3 4 — I —
65  Seats, Daniel 1 1 1 —_ | —
Rider: none

sonmcE Heads of Families af the Firet Cornig of thet Unired Searcs Takert in the Year 1790 Connecticu
(Washington: Government Prinoog Otffice; 19083, 10- 12 (Dsnbary), 28-29 (Ridgefield),

* 1 1790, Fairfield County had 795 alaves and 327 free peaple of color none appear in Sears househalds:

Rideefield and Mill Plain, However, when the published Sears genealogy is
correlated with the Rider genealogy, the only locale in which the two families appear m
close proximity 1s the New York town of Southeast.

As figures 2 and 3 reveal, the 1790 census also spotlights Southeast as the
likeliest site for Naomi's birth family.!? In Fairfield County, no Sears or Rider
househaolds appear in close proximity. In adjacent Dutchess County, Searses are
found in enly three of the towns in which Riders resided: Amenia in the northem
part of the county; and Frederickstown and Southeast in the southern part, Only in
Southeast, however, are the Riders and Searses enwmerated in close proximiry; and
Zadock Rider's presence amid a cluster of Searses strongly suggests that his wife was
attached to one of those neighboring families.

Extant records of Dutchess and Fairfield identify ar least twenry-one adult
males of the surname Searswho lived in Southeast and adjacent rowns in the latter
half of the eighteenth century. Most of these in Dutchess—though nor all—appear
on the tax rolls extracted in figure 4.°° However, only ten were adults there at the

12, The tables i figures 2 and 3 shiow full dara for all Sears householids, because all are considersd potential
kin of Maami Rider. The rables idontfy Riders, to show proimiry. Hewever, the Rider data—exeept in Zadock's
case—are nat incloded here hecanse those detnils wre nar inorinee so the problem of dencifping Maami,

LY, The prefice too published soudy of Dutchess Couney tas rolls poings sut: “Some people who resided in
the disreic were never takid and others wore only tased for part of the vime they were there. Thissltuation may
huve secuned becimme ol the complexities of lease armungement which wene commen in Dutchoss County™ See
Arthur and Maney Kelly, eds., Dutchess Counry, NY, Tae Liso, 17181787, by Clifford M. Buck, with Rombow
Precinet by Willion Wills Reese (Rhineheck, New York: Kinship, 1990), v
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Figure 3
Householders Surnamed Sears and Rider
Dtchess County, New York, 1790

TOWN (TOTALNO, ' . .
B R FREE WHITES NONWHITES

. WOL. NAMEOFHEAD MALES Lo+ MALES-16 | FEMALES | FREE" | SLAVE®

Amenia (444)
33 Sears, Charles 1 — | = - —_
Rider: none

Fredenichstown (851) | '
75 Rider, Reuben
267  Rider, David
352 Rider, John
46l Sears, Thomas 3 4 5 — —
Panding (677)
394 Rider, John
398 Rider, William
309 Rider, Samuel
Seurs: none

Senrheast Toun (136)
16 Crane, lssact
17 Rider, Eleazer

21 Sears, Seth, Jun' 2 7 — —

13 Sears, Benjamin 4 | 5 = =—

34 Sears, Stephen | — 3 — | —

37 Rider, Mary?

40 Rider, fadoc 1 4 i - —

41 Young, Shawd

43 Scars, Seth ) 1 3 — =

48 Rader, Christopher

51 Rader, Simeon 2 3 2 -
Washimgton [ 740)

71 Rider, Thurston
T3 Rider, William
430 Rider, John
460 Rider, Jonathan
Seqars: pone

sovinee Headr of Families ar the First Cengus of the United Staeees Takes inthe Yaar 1790 New York (W ashing-
tom Cavernment Printing Office, 1908}, 72- 74 (Amenia), 81 -85 (Frederickstown b, 86--88 {Mavling), 93-
B4 (Southeast), and 94-96 (Wadhingion ). The towns of Beekiman, Clintan, Fishkill, Nertheast, Mhillips-
town, Poughkeepsie, nnd Reinbeck had oo Rider ar Sears lamilies.

* In 1790, Dutchess County had |,856 slaves and 440 free people of color, hawever, none appearin Sears
honseholds,

¥ Isac Crane married Annn Seam, dasghter of Stephen’ (Benjamin)y see sbetch hemein for Stephen’,

1 Mary Rider, nexe door 1o Zadock, was probably his mother, Mary {Paine) Rider.

§ Shaw Younp married & daughiver of Benjamin? Sears arid was g ccegecause of b will, discussed tazer
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Figure 4
Taxpayers Surnamed Sears
Sourhern Dutchess County, New Yark, 1 740-79%

TAXPAYER | DATES TAX
MAMES FROM | To LOCATION
Benjamin ‘ 1746 (Jun.) 1771 Southiem)
o Jwm | Am® | Souwhesst
Benjamin " ”]Lmr \, 1763 {Fth} 1771 ~ South(ern)
Diavid 17539  (Feh.) 1771 Southiern)
__‘ _ _ I?TZ ol ] Fredenchlm_g
I James I'H#;I'S {F-.:I:'] 1771 Suurh{em]
lamrs “lune.” 177t = S:H.u:hcrn
Uncermain idenritiest
James 1772 1773 Sourheast
James 17738 - Fred_e.r_ifkshurg .
Seth 1761 (Feb.} 1771 Southiern)
AT, i 1779 o Southeast.
| Seth “June | 1773 1779 | Southeast
Silas | 174566 (Feb) | 1756 (Fsh} | South(em)
| Silas 1761 (Feb.) | 1761 (Jun) |  South(em)
Thomas 1771 South{em)
ol - l.'f?_i | = Sontheas B
Thomuas | 1772 l 1779 Southeast
SOURCES

Dhrchess County tax rolls, County Clerk's Office, Ponghbeepsie; available ae microfilm roll 0,925 907
CATUTATY; roll 0,925,054 (1729-571; roll 0925902 (1757-64): and roll 0,925,055 {1772-79), Family
Hisrary Library [F1L], Sale Lake City, A setof manoscript extraces, with soma detailsomitted, ta ovailable
as Chiffond M. Buck, "Southern Tax Lisos nclutes: Southern or South, Fredericksburgh, Philipse and
Southesst, Dutchess Courry, MY, Tax Lists, 1 T18-87" (typescript, Dutchess Coumty Hiscorieal Society,
Poughkeepsic), laver published s pare of Acthur and Noncy Kelly, ede, Dhchens Conney, NY, Tax Liss,
1718=1787 . (Rhinebeack, Mew Youk: Kinship, 1990), When extemcring the South and Southern lists,
Buck added & column called "Removed,” in which he sugpests the subsequent (urisdiction in which the
carlier mdividuats were taxed. The ahove coupling of individuals from lists in different years represents

Buck's comclimions as well us those of the presenr writer

NOTES

* Rolls ftr the ssuthern part of Dutchess begm m | 740 nad sre missing for 1749-32, 1764, 1776, and most
ol 1777,

t Inaubtfiicient Jars exisr for James of Southezst and James of Frederickshurg, 177273, 1o derermine
whether they should he identified as either James or James "june.” of 1744/5-T1L

 In each case, the individusl's name is isted on the mll, but no assessment 1 added beside the name:
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tirne of Naomi's birth; and another two were there during her childhood. The Sears
genealogy, for the most part, reliably identifies a birth family for all bur a few of
these men; although it assigns none of them a daughter who could be Naomi Rider.
A brief family grouping of these males follows:**

Benjamin® { Samuel) * James? {Silas’)* Unknown Father
Sems- Sons: Som:
Benjamin e (17381827} Diawid (1731 -1827) Cilae® (174561 axrolls)
Stephen  {1738-1791) Seth (17361809}
Posible Son: Ko
Charles® {1790 census) Seth! (B.cn. 1769)
Encch (1741-1773) {NSrephen™ (RW militia}
Beuben {17434 —ca 1770) {1790 census)
Seth (b, e.1 746517} {NReuben* (1790 marriage)
Samuci™® (b, afe. 1746) Enowles (17361817}
Sunderfand® (1749-1527) Son:

Daniel® {ITR2- 15400
Thotnas {1745-1804)
James* (b c. 1747}
Comfort® {h. 1751}

This project hypothesizes that one of the above men fathered Naomi Rider in
1 764—excluding those with asterisks beside their names. (These may be elimi-
nated on the basis thar they were roo young, too old, or not in the area ar the time
of Naomi's birth and/or marriage.) Proving or disproving that hypothesis required
a reexaminartion of all extant records and a fresh attempt 1o reassemble the life of
each man as fully as the records permir. For each of these Sears males of viable age,
brief summaries follow.

THE BENJAMIN SEARS LINE

Benjamint Sears Sr.

Born at Harwich, Massachusetts, 16 June 1706, Benjamin was the son of
Samuel’ and Mercy (Mayo) Sears.”® He died in Southeast between 4 Seprember
1786 and 12 January 1787.' On 16 March 1731 ar Yarmouth, Massachusetts, he
married the first of his three wives, Lydia Rider, daughter of Ebenezer and
Experience Rider.'” Lydia died on 24 March 1733/4." On 26 July 1735, he filed

14. Tor the evidence supporting each genealogical srement inthis tble, see the individiad skerches shar
Firtdeww,

15. Louwise H. Kelley and Dorathy Soaw, comps., Vitad Recardr: Toum of Harilch, Mossachusores, 18841850
{Heswich: Hatwich Historieal Society, 1982), T

16, On 4 Sepresnber | 786, Benjunun’s name Appoars an a newly drafied membership roll of curenr church
members ut Philippi (Southesst) Congrapational Church. O 12 Januaey 1787, bis will was probuted. See H.
Calkinia Je, conributor, " The Rioend of Philippi. Mow Southeast, Putnam Co, N.Y,T NYSEB flecod32 {Apil
1901 ) 100-L08, Wil of Benjamin Sears, Ciry of New York, Absmicrs of Wills 39 426, Surrogate Office.
Benjamin died in Southenzr, bursome wills of that ares wound up in New Yook Ciop

17. Babert M. Sherman amd Ruch Wilder Sherman, comps., Vieal Records of Yermoush, Massachusetts, 10 the
Vear 1830 {1975, repring, Cumden, Maine: Picton Press, 1993), 146, 495 (marrisge), 33 {Lydia's hirth ).

18. Kelley 2nd Scraw, Vien Records: Town of Haruich, 54 ] = '.‘ ’;. i
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marriage intentions at Harwich with Merey Snow, daughter of Prince and Han-
nah Snow of Harwich."” Mercy died 29 ar 30 June 1736, afrer the hirth of her first
child.® On 30 June 1737, in Yarmourh or Harwich, he wed Abigail Burgess, who
was born 25 September 1710 to Samuel and Elizabeth Burgess.”! Abigail’s last
known appearance of record is the Philippi membership list of 4 Seprember 1786,

At the rime of her marriage to Benjamin, Abigail was the young widow of
Stephen Sears® (Joseph?, Silas!, Richard’),” Benjamin’s second cousin. Their
daughrer Sarah’, born at Yarmouth on 31 March 1734,* s reintroduced later in
this paper as the wife of Seth” (James®, Silas”). As Abigail's daughrer, Sarah would
have heen reared in the household of Benjamin® and would have regarded his
children—her half brothers and sisters—as siblings. This point becomes signifi-
cant in the discussion of Sarah’s husband, Serh’.

The family's move o Durchess County should have occurred before 1746,
given Benjamin’s emergence that year on the New York rax rolls. Nor uncil 1749,
however, was he dropped from Harwichs Congregational Church records. A
register entry in Brewster, Harwich's north precinct, reads: "Benjamin Sears [was]
dismissmissed [sie] from this Chh to v [si] ¢hh in Oblong of wh™® R* M" Kent is
pastor,” on 22 October 17497 [n that interim, no Sears children were bapnized.

By his three marriages, Benjamin ferthered thirteen known children. Neicher
the two children of his first marriage nor the one child of his second marriage
survived infancy.®™ Ten children of Benjamin® and Abigail reached marurity. All
are named in his will {(dared 25 March 1784 and proved 12 January 1787), except
two sons whom the evidence suggests were dead.”” Those ten children are™

+ 1 BENJAMIN'SEARS: born 2 May 1738 ar Harwich and mentioned in his fachers will,

+ ii. STEPHENSEARS, rwin, born 2 May 1738 ar Harwich and mentioned 1o his facher’s will,

# pii. ENOCH SEARS, born 5 Seprember 1741 ar Harwich but not mentinned in his farher’s
will; prebably died durine winrer 177374,

+ {v, REUBEN SEARS, haprized 12 February 1743/4 ar Harwich: last on record in January
[ 770 and nae mentioned in his farher's will,

PP Thid, 3 {birth of Meroy), 55 (birch of Mercy’s child), 61 end 495 (marrizpe mientianz).

20 Ihid., 54, citing doach of Mercy on 30 June 1736, May. Descendanes of Richard Saves (Seors), 79, gives
Mercy's death date as 29 June, citing her gmvestone at Weat Brewater, Masschusets

1. Shermanand Shermm, Vil Rreordi of Yormouth, 15 (rthoof A bastl). 150 {iurmriape b Kelley ans Stedw,
V| Recordy: Tompn of Harwesh 495 (marriage . The Sears- Burgess marriage i reported in both publications; the
place of marriuge v nit actuslly stated moeither

21 Calkios, “Recoedsof Philippd, ” 101

13, May, Descendanes of Richard Sares (Seavs), 104

24, Sherman and Sherman, Vil Reconds of Yarmanth, 59,

25. Recordsofthe Brewster Comprepaional Church, Bravster, Mossachaserty, | 700179 2{ Boston: Merrymaoune
[ress for the Brewster Congregational Church, (9110, 94

26, Kelley wnd Seeaw, Witel Hecords: Town of Horarch, 34 (Gearh of Lydin's son Heawn ), 37 {hirth and deach
uf Lydia’s unpiamed daoghier), 38 (kirth and dearh of Lidia’s 2on Heman: birch and death of Merev son, alss
mamed Hemanh,

27 WAL of Denjomin Sears, previously cited, One exeouor named in 1784 (Shaw Youna) is identified 75 2
son-itt-laws the spectfic danghrer who wed him has ot heen identiflad

28. Unless otherwise stnted, the daza on children wre from May, Descendanes of Richard Saves {Seaml, 79,
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+ v, SETHSEARS, born 1746-52 and mentioned in his father’s will,

¢ wi. SAMUEL SEARS, born afrer 1746 and mentoned in his fathers will; moved w Cortland
County, New York. He was too young to be considered as Naomi'’s facher.

+ wil. SUNPERLAND SEARS, bom 14 December 1749 in Dutchess; moved o Suratoga
County, New York, Named in hus facher’s will. He was too young oo be Naomi's father

+owlil, ABIOAIL SEARS, born in Dutchess; mentioned in her father’s will by first name oaly,

+ ix. LYDIA SEARS, born in Dutchess; mentiomed in her father's will by first name only,

+ % MERCYSEARS, borm in Dutchess; mentioned in her fachier™ will by first name only. She
i5 possibly the Mercy Croby (Croshy) whose name is entered immediately after
Abigail Sears on the September 1786 membership roll of Philippt Congregational
Church.

EVALUATION OF BENJAMIN®:
Highly improbable candidate for Nagmi's father. AvNaomi's birth in 1764, Benjamin's wife

wits too old to bear children.

Benjamin® Sears { Benjamin?)

Born ar Harwich, 2 May 1738;" died ac Milltown, Putnam County, New York,
on 12 March 1827." About 1762-63, probably at Southeast, he married Mary
Hall, daughter of Peter and Abigail® (Sears) Hall. Mary, who had been born on 16
July 1741, died 26 May 1814.%

This Benjamin’s life, in several ways, intersecrs that of Zadock and Maomi. He
first emerges in the extant records of Dutchess on the 1763 tax roll for Southern
Precinct, where he regularly appears through 1771, Afrer thar precinct was
subdivided, the remaining rolls (1772-79) place him in Southeast. (See figure 4.)
He was still there when the 1790 census was raken—just two households from his
bracher, "Seth Junr,," and seventeen from Zadock Rider, (See figure 2.) The Sears
genealogy reports that Benjamin® removed to Litchfield in Herkimer County, New
York ™ —as did Zadock and Naomi. If so, his was a temporary move. He definicely
owned a Lirchfield lor that he sold in 1808 to his son Peter, at which time
Benjamin said he was "of Southeast.™ Perhaps coincidentally bur perhaps not,
Peter and his wife sold that same properry in 1814 ro Samuel Rider, son of Zadock
Rider's older brother, Reuben. '

19, Calkins, “Records of Philippt, * 101

30 Kelley wed Straw, Vital Records. Toan of Haranch, 58,

31, Barbarg Smirh Buys, comp., O Graveaones of Pamam Cownzy, New York {Baltimore: Cioreway Press,
1975), 343, At the time of his death, he was 88, Hia tancker states, however, that he wiis *aged 90 years.”

3. Shermanand Shevman, Vil Records of Yarmouh, 51 (Mire's birch), 150 (murriage of Peverand Ablgail),
Muy, Descendants of Richard Saves [Sears}, 123, reporrs this mamage bur does not give a dave; the dave above s
culculared from the birth dare of the first keown child, Abigail® wos o daughrer of Samuel* {Samoel!, Faul?,
Richard' ) actordmg wo Mav, p. 70, Abigall and Peeer Hall appeis as the tiest female name and fist male-member
mame on the Philippi Church roll of 1736, Benmmin and & bigail { Burgess) Hall sre coupled with them a3 the
second minves (0 each section; see Calking, "Recards of Mhalippi,” 10]

33, Parps, Chd Gravesrones of Putnarn County, 343 (Milleown Cemeénery).

34, May, Rescendanes of Rickard Saves (Sears), 125,

35, Herkimer County Deeds, 3: 457, County Clerk's Office, Herkimer, New York.

da Ibid, T 456,
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While the 1790 census attributes five females to Benjamin's househald, his will
of 1827 suggests a much smaller family. He names four sons, cites one (Heman) as
deceased, and leaves a bequest ro that son's child (Aaron). He also leaves a bequest
to a grown grandson, born w a deceased daughrer (unnamed); but in no way does
the evidence suggest that ather daughters survived him. "

The five children of Benjamin® Sears and Mary Hall are as follows: ™

L. PETER'SEARS, born 20 December 1763 ar Southeast; wed Susanah Webb. Lived in Her-
lamer Counry, 1780 1814%, died ar Sardinia, Erie Couney, New Yoik, @ Augus 1822,
. HEMAMSEARS, born 7 lanuary | 767 at Southeast; died there 18 Auguost 1817, Heman
participated in the Southease-to-Lirchficld migration of the mid-1793 but returned 1o
Southease. ™
il DELIVERANCE SEARS, born 19 December 1769 at Sourheast; died 17 April 1791, Her
aclult child, Benjamin Smith, is named in her fathers 1827 will.
v, 15AAC SEARS, bort 2 March 1772 ar Srutheast; died ar Brewster, Purnam County, 27
Cletober 1839, Marrled Priscilla Bennert.!
V. SAMLUIFLSEARS, born 17 July 1774; died 10 Oerober 1830, possibly at Lisbon, linais.
Married (1) 20 May 1798, Phebe Field; (2) Martha Bennetr, who died 15 May 1855,

EVALUATION OF BENJAMIN

Linltkely. Waomi's birth on 23 September 1764 was a scamt nine monehs after the birth
of Peter above. Sibling births this close are relatively rare, especially in societies in
which mothers nursed their infants, However, significant connections to Zadock and
Maomi are found in this Benjamin's lamily—as later discussed.

Stephen’ Sears (Benjamin®)

Born at Harwich, 2 May 1738,* as a twin of Benjamin®, Stephen is said 1o have
“died of yellow fever at New York in 1791 while at work upon a contract there.™
He married cthree times: (1) Dillie [—I—], about 1759, who died on 28 February
1766, aged rwenty-five; (7) Elizabeth Hide, 2 April 1767, who died 18 October
1767, aged twenty-cight: and (3) Sybil (Hunt) Pardee, @ March 1769, who died 8
February 1834, at ninety-four.*

37, Denjomin Searawill, Pummam Cenny “Recard of Old Egares" {3 vals, typescrpe), B: 242, civing file 459,
Surropare’s Offce, Carmel,

JA. Undess orlverwioe cited, the decnifs on thess childmen are Trom May, Descendamus of Riohand Saves (Sears)

23, 106-8,

9. Hedkimer County Deeds, 7: 450,

A0 "Wlinites of Town Meetings, Town of Lirchfteld, Heckimer Co, MUY, 17961816 in MNew York DAR
Cemerery, Church and Town Nezords, vol, 15, Unpublivhed Comerary, Chireh and Tesin Records, Together waeh
Geneatomiral Meies ond Cther Lingnablished Dot (cypescript serial, 1928229 Davghiters of the Americnt Revilu-
tion Library, Washingron), 2682 Heeman [del Seam will, Moo Couney “Becord of O Buates,” A: 237, citing
file 206, Sue also Buys, Ol Gravesomes of Pummam Cownes, 343,

41, Bays, O Gravestones of Puznan Cosney, 343 (Milliown Cemerery, for both Isaac and Priseilla)

41, Muy, Descendants of Kighand Saves (Sears), 125, 208, places his deuth in Lisbon., inois. However, Buys,
Old Gravestones of Putnam Connty, 33, records a Samue] wha died in bis 5Teh year—apparently this Samueel.

43, Kelley andl Scraw, Vital Records: Tovim of Harwich, 58

44, May, Dascerudents of Richard Sares { Sears], 127,

45, The date of Srephen's liest mareinge s caledlaved from the birch dace of his eldest known child. Dates for
the other mamriages are from Lawrence van Alyvatyne, Born, Miomied aned Died, i Sharom, Cmmecticut fF
to JB7Y Taken from Anciont Lond grel Chureh Records and Ohther Authentic Sourses (Sharon: privately pridoed,
1897), 11, 111; dearh dara are from Van Alysoyne, Buryog Gronsdy of Sharon, Cormecncnt, Amenir and Neorth
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May reports that Srephen, a carpenter, remioved to Sharon—on the east side of
the Oblong in Litchfield County, Connecticut—about 1760, Thar time frame is
supported by the Dutchess tax rolls, which May does not seem ro have used;
Stephen came of age in 1759, but he appears on no Dutchess rolls from char time
through the end of the series in 1779, According to May, Stephen purchased the
“Deacon Hunter Place” (purchase date unstated); and that tract of 150 acres was
owned by Stephen's grandson when May began his research."

The permanence of Stephen'’s residence in Sharon inrroduces a conflict in the
biographical details currently atrributed ro him. During the Revolution, one
Stephen Sears served as a private under Colonel John Field in the Third Regiment
of the Durchess County militia;® and the Daughters of the American Revalution
credit thar service to Stephen’ (Benjamim®).*® Two tactors suggest that this service
is misassigned. First, in that era almost all able-badied men of a legally specified age
bracker were required to do militia duty in their home community; a Connecricut
resident and family head would serve in a Connecticut militia unit, not a New York
unit fifty or so miles away. Second, a 2 October 1776 militia rall for a Litchfield
light-horse unit, commanded by Ruloff Durcher of Salisbury, includes a private
named Stephen Sears. ¥ Given that Salisbury adjoined Sharon, it is reasonable to

Enst, Mewr York (1903; reprmr; Interleken, bew York: Hearr of the Lakes Publishing, 19833, 33 The aboye
matriage data correct May, Descerdants of Réchard Sares (Sears), 126, which reports Stephien’s three marrbages as
{1} Elizsberly Myde, at Shorom; (27 Sereh Hluntes, daugheer of Dencon Fluneer of Sharon: and (3 Sybil (Huat)
Mardee, who died 8 February 1534, ar %4 May refers o n church record of the firsemarniage bur does nor cize the
chusch or the dite of thie marringe. Van Alystyne, Bom, Murrded, and Died, 72, cites u Sarah Hunter marrying
Joames Pardss on 13 Movembier 17545 buz be shows oo Serah Hoacer marmiage oo Stephen Scam. According 1o
Donald Lines Jacobus, The Pardes Genaalapy {New Hoven: New Haven Colony Historical Sociery, 19273, 130,
this Saraby Flincer died in 1799 =ril! wed to Pardee.

&6, May, Descendonte of Richard Sases (Searsy, 126, )

47. Mew York State Comprrallers Office, Now York & the Hevalution, af Calony and Swute, 2 vols, {Albany:
1. B Lyon Cis, 190143, 1: 140, Paga 145 akso presents b Sivth Regiment rollfor Thire hess Coungy with the namie
Sigphen Sears. However, neicher roll 12 dared: and numeross circomstances cawsed young men toappsdr on the
rolls af maaleiple ad it uni. As examples: (1) Stephen could have moved 2 shont distance from dne reglmental
districr o anuther—n very likzly sioation fisr & young and properryicss male ina sselery mwhich most Grmers
weere teman rather than fandowners and young men were often laborers: {2 Militia districrs ottensplit to form
new Fegrments, whﬂn an ared E‘E{:l‘l.mr My Llirrgi;ell,r :EIJ'.'.ﬁr.‘i.. :.nl:l t[‘:,e |1.'|.|:|.1.brr1's1“ lozal men i_Jl'.!Ll:ﬂ:EI o di seey loe
exceeded the number that units were supposed o ey

Tiassibly, these rofly daes during the 177678 period, whach marked the gresrest amount of Revolurionary
acoiviry In chor urea. In Moy 1776, John Field wis appointed colonel of 8 regiment covering all of Sauthenst and
pares of Pawlmg and Fredericksburgs be was redappreinced (o June 1778, See Berthiold Femow, od., Dicuments
Relarmg o the Colonral Hiswory of the Seae of New York; vol. 15, Seete Avchives, vol 1 {Albany: Wead, Parsons,
and Coy, 1887, 102, 135, 288 However, in the colonial em, milita unies exisced whether or not o war was in
propress; and o roll considered "Revalutionarny” could have been dravwn at any poiont during 177682, Jehn
Field was appaineesd

Al facrors considered. the privare on one or bath of these Dutchess Counte rolls was prabably the Stephen
Searn af smaller family enumerated in Durchess in 1790 {see lpure 3}, A subséquently pouted oue, there are
several significent parsllels between the 1776-%2 Srephen of Durchess angd che family of Seth® {James*)

48, DAR Parriot Index, Cenrennial sdivion, 3 vals. (Washingion: Maranal Socaery iof the Daughrers of the
American Bavolation, Centenninl Admininemcion, e 1984}, 3 2602,

49, Adjursnr-General's Offves, Record of Sevwice of Comnecrivit Men i the | War of the Revodution. 11 War of
181 2 1. Maxizom War{Harfrrd: Connecticur General Azsembled, 1850), 482, Stephen of Sharon alve appears
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connect this service to the Stephen of Sharon. The 1790 Litchfield County census
miuarks the last known record of Srephen before che 1791 death reported by Mav.™

The children of Stephen’, listed below, showed remarkable disunity as they
mugrated outward from the Sheron Valley:™

L ABNA®SEARS, horn 30 June 1 700: murried lsaac Crane of Southenst (see fipare 3 and
later joaned the migration from Southeast to Lirchfield, Herkimer Cruney, New York.
ABIGAIL SEARS, married Alpheus Jewitt of Sharan, 15 February [781; removed 1o
Skaneateles, Onondaga Couney, New York ™

iif. SARAHSEARS, married Elisha Wright; they are possibly the Elisha Wright hawsehald
enurmerared in 1 790 in Lirchfield Town, near Shuron. ¥ They sertled ar Wes Bloomfiekl,
Ongario County, New York,

. ) CHARLES SEARS, who Lived ulone st the 1790 consus (see fizure 3 murmed 18
February 1793, Elizaberh Warren of Amenia® Chorles’s presence in Amenia, Mew
York, whase residents were so intercannected with those of Shareon tha: Van Alysryne
treats the two communities together in his Burying Grounds, stronely sugiests thae he
belongs 1o the nearthy Srephen® of Sharon, No sther Searses have been found in
Amenia before Charles. With no family in 1790 and no mamiage before 17935, heis
nat likely ro have been old enough to father Naomi m 1764

v. STEPHEN SEARS, born May 1770 at Sharon; married 7 Mav 1797, Lods Lovell; died at
Sharon on 31 March 1812. )
vi. DMELLA SEARS, borm 10 july 1771, abour whom nerhing more is known,
vii. JOHM SEARS. about whom nothing more is known:
vilt. TAMSEN sEARS; bom in December 1773, married Allen Pease of Sharon or Sheffield
on 20 Qeraber 18207
%, AZEMATISEARS, married David Skidmore of Fairfield County, Connecticurs; bue his
Newrown residence does not place him near the Fairfield Searses of this studv.
ALMA SEARS, marticd Stephen Hichoock and lived in adiscent Amcnia, Durchess
Caoumry, New York. (In 1720, the only Hitcheoek howsehold tn Amenia was that of
Samuel Hitcheack, who appears juse nineteen howses from Charles, above. } ¥

i

in Jiyee Mackinsie Cropsey, Regitter of Revolusondry Soldiers and Pasvior Buvied in Litehfield Cotnty {Canaan,
Tew Hampshime: Phesnix Poblishine, [976), 102, Thisvolume, o compendium of previgeste poblished mocerial
with rw clewr indicanion of what stements come from whar sowree, offers rhe follswmg on Stephen: “from
Barnsable, MA; b 5231738 d 1791 =71 m (|} Sarah Hlunter: m (2) 4-Z-1767, Elzaberh HydeHide; in (3) 5-
B-176% Sybil Hunr (widow Pardes) "

Many, whys wasin contpct with Stephen’s affspring in the Shiron ared, labels him “Cagn. Stephen” sml psserrs,
“He held ehe-offive of Sheniftand during the Revaluting waga Capram and Commiearg s o Dvcenidans of
Richand Sares (Seamd, 127, However, Connecticut’s rosters of crvil amed milimaey commussions do not imchale &
Srephen. Ses Churles |, Hondly et al., eds., The Puttic Regonds of the Cobony of Connactionr, 15 viels {Harifimd:
Cae, Linckwind and Bramard, 1630-90% and Hoadiey, ed., The Public Recdrds of the Stare af Cannectiont, with
vhe fewrmal of the Comncll of Safery and an Appendia, 4 vals. {Hartlimd: Case. Lockwinsd wnd Brawnand, 1894-1913),

A, Hededs of Faomdlien Crmmechent; 179, 67,

31, Elrdess otherwise cited. these dogailsare frem May, Desceondanesof Rechard Saves (S2an) 126-17:

52 Moy poses Abigai] as the eldost ¢hild, 1F so, then her binb kel cocurred in 1758, which implies thar
her father misrried at 19, Thatwould beve been ymume for a male tn dhelr sociemy. A murriaee ol 2801759 and
afistchubd L Aana) in | 760 are mere realistic. Vin Alvsevne, Bors, Marred, and Died in Sharon, 11, goes the
mirmags deite for Aol and Alpheus

33 Hends of Farmulies . | Cemmeeniouy; 790, 62,

. Vien Alysoyne, Bom, Morvied, and D in Shavan, 111

59, May, Descrndanes of Richard Saves (San ), | 26-27, stintes that Tamzen misrried & llen Pease of Sharen: Van
Alyiryne, Bon, Marrad, and Lizd m Sharon, 111, idenrifies Tomaen's hushand  as Al Pesrs of Shafiald

56. Hends of Famifies . . . Now York: 1790, 72, May, 126-27, identifies the groom by suemame only: Van
Alyiyne, TLL calls him Stephen but gives no e and doee nive Clte un actoal marmuese vecord,
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EVALUATION OF STEPHEN"

Uniikely. Stephen was of appropriate age, but marital and residential data and hirth
patterns of his children supgest char none of his wives bore Naomi in 1764, Stephen's
permanent residence in Sharon makes it improbable that Zadock, a widower withyoung
children ar home in Southeast, mraveled fifty or 5o miles o court Stephen's daughrer

Enoch® Sears ( Benjamin®)

Born at Harwich, 5 Seprember 1741,7 Enoch was “last at sea on Long Island
Sound" in 1773 or the winver of 177374 In January 1773, possibly ar Kingston,
Lilster County, he married Freelove Underhill, davghter of the Quakers William
and Mary (Bayley) Underhill, who had formerly lived in Fredericksbure, Durchess
Counry.™ Freelove died in 1774, “ar or after the birth of their first child,” Ira.®

No known document places Enoch? Sears in Dutchess once he reached adult-
haod. As figure 4 shows, he is not named on any extant property- or personal -tax
roll, although that does not necessarily rule out his presence there as a properiyless
resident. The brief accounts published on him in the Sears and Underhill genealo-
gies—while they stare he was “of Durchess" —actually presentr evidence that
suggests ortherwise. The Underhill Society, afrer decades of extensive work, placed
Freelove's family in Dorset, Vermont, at the time of her marriage. According to
their compiled genealogy, Freelove's father lived in Durchess from 1747 but, in
1771, moved to Dorser—a town his older sons had helped to found in 1769. This
reconstruction leaves no members of the Underhill family in Durchess afrer that
removal of William in 1771. The genealogy further srates that after Enoch’s dearh
in 1773 and Freelove’s death in 1774, the infant Ira was taken in by Freelove's
brother, William Je., who reared Ira in Dorser.

Those accounts err. If their details were correct, they would strongly imply that
the 1773 marriage and the 1774 birth vccurred in Vermont, to which the family
allegedly had moved. Given that Enoch’ appears on no known record of Durchess
County and neither Enoch nor the child Ira are mentioned in the 1787 will of
Benjamin’, there would be reason to doubt whether Enoch® { Benjamin®) lived o
adulthood, married, and fathered a child. However, the alleged 1771 removal of
Freelove's parents to Vermont did nor actually occur uneil 1775, The Durchess 1ax
rolls place her facher in New York throughour the 1771-75 period, although her
brather, “William, Junr.,” was dropped from the rolls in 1771, Because unmarried
females commonly lived ac home with parents so long as the parents lived, the
continued presence of Freeloves father in Dutchess during the period of her

37. Kellev and Straw, Vied Records: Tows of Haraich, 58

A8 Edwin B, Dears, Lindechill Ganealory, 5 vols, Hory Macy Jr., 2o, val. 5 { Balomore: Gareway Press for the
Undedhill Soctery of America, 19800, 67, giver the date us 1778 May, Descendanss of Richiard Soves (Seard, 127,
suggesss "wintecof 1773-74.°

59, May, ebove, mprees with Dears and Macy, Linderhidl Genealom, 5: 67, on the date of the marriage; ber he
adds 5 ploce of marriage, without documentation.

60, Dreges and Macy, Underhill Genealogy, 50 89-90.

Gl Mhid., 67,89,

PYY BB ¢ o AR
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marriage is a strong indicarion that she wed in Durchess to a local male. Despire

the fact that no adulr of his name appears in surviving records of Durchess, a court-

ship and marriage imply the presence of the groom in the vicinity of the bride.
The only child of Enoch® was

L IRASEARS, bomm 7 March 1774; died in 1818; married Sally Cushman (n 1794.%

EVALUATION OF ENOCH*

Unlikety. Enoch was of appropriate age to father Naomi, bur there is no evidence of a
wite prior to his 1773 marriage; nor is he named in the extant bastardy coure cases of
Dutchess County for the period of her hirth

Reuben® Sears ( Benjamin)

Baptized ar Harwich on 19 February 1743/4,% Reuben is almost as shadowy as
his brother Enoch. He was not a taxpayer in Dutchess during the pre-1780 period
for which ralls are extant. He is not listed on surviving Revolutionary rolls of New
York, not is he on knowa lists of Loyalists in that colony and state.™ He is not
named in his father’s 1784 will; significantly, aside from Reuben, the only other
child of Benjamin who lived to adulthood but was omiteed from the will was
Enoch. As the foregoing skerch shows, Enoch’ likely died in 1773; it seems
probable that Reuben was not mentioned in his father's will because he, too, was
dead. He does not appear on the 1790 census of either New York or Connecricur.
Only one known Dutchess County document of thar era menrions an adult
Reuben that might be this one. In January 1770, one "Sedh Sears June” was charped
with bastardy, with “Benjamin Sears” and “Reuben Sears” paying his assessment.”™

EVALUATION OF RELIBEN®:
Unfikely. At Naomi's birth in 1764, he was barely of marriageable age; and no bastardy
case exists for him.

Seth” Sears (Benjamin®)

Apparently born 1746-52, Serh’s birth and baptismal data remain unknown.
The Harwich vital records include no child of Benjamin® and Abigail after
Reuben'’s baptism in 1743/4; Seth probably was bomn after their removal 1o New
York but before 1752, calculating from his 1773 first appearance on the tax rolls.
He died afrer the 1790 census thar places him in the town of Southeast (see "Seth
Junr.," figure 3). The Sears genealogy contends that he married, although his wife's
name is not & matter of record or tradition.™

6. Ibad., 90; May, Descencdanes of Richird Sares ( Sears), 210

63, Records of the Brewster Congregational Church, 78,

64, Menuees of the Committes and of the First Commission for Derrctmg and Defearing Conspiraches in the Sate af
Mew York, December 1] 1776-Sefromber 23, 1778, 3 vols, (New York: Mew York Historical Sociery, 1924, 1
-5

65, Recognimance, Seth Sears |r, Bastardy Case, Dutchess County Ancient Documens 5974, Surrogate's
Courr Files, Prughkeepsie.

66, May, Dascendants of Richard Sares (Sears), 129,




Too Many Possibilities and Not Enough Records: Naomi (Sears) Rider 133

At his first appearance on the Durchess tax rolls in 1773, he is also called “Seth,
Junr" to distinguish him from an older cousin (Seth” of James™) already on the rolls
(see figure 4). In January 1770, a bastardy charge was filed against “Seth, Junr." by
one Mercy Wickson, at which time "Benjamin Sears” and "Reuben Sears” (appar-
ently his father and brother) were charged for his bond of £80. The case was
continued to May 1770 and again until Cerober 1770. On 5 Ocrober, one Thomas
Raldwin cerrified thar Seth had given sufficient security to indemnify the precinet
from any chatge concerning the child, and the case was discharged.*

Seth® and his unidentified wife are said to be the parents of four children:®

L WILLIAM® SEARS, born 19 Ocraber 1775; it has not been pessible to rrace him further.
fi. LYDIA SEARS, born January 1780, whe wed Stephen Crosby of Southeast.®
lit, SALLY SEARS, marricd |—2—] Hubbell; it has not been possible ta trace them further,
iv, BETSY SEARS, born 1780; died 1832; married Reuben Green and seteled in Southeasy, ™

EVALUATION OF SETH" {BENJAMINT):

Unbikely, At Naomi's birth in 1764, he was not yer of marriageable age; and no
bastardy case exists for him prior to the 1770 incident.

THE JAMES SEARS LINE

James? Sears St

Born at Yarmouth, Massachuserts, 30 March 1704, James was the son of Silas’
and Sarah (Croshy) Sears and a second cousin of Benjamin®."! James is said to have
died ar Ridgefield, in Fairfield County, Connecticut, on 17 March 1791.7 Before
moving from Yarmouth, he wed on 28 May 1730, Desire Tobey,” who had been
bom in 1707 to Thomas and Rebecea (probably Knowles) Tobey.™ Desire is said to
have died in Ridgefield on 28 July 1781.7

Diuring a half-century of marriage, James and Desire made at least three major
moves. In 1739, “James Sears, late of Yarmouth, County of Bamstable,” arrived in
Windham, New London County, Connecticut, where he purchased fifry-two acres
near the Shautucker River for £275.7% The Sears genealogy places James and

6. Recopruzance, Seth Sears Ir baseordy case.

65, Llnless ntherwise sived, the mibrmation ls from May, Descendanrs of Bichard Sares (Sears), 119,

6%, Sarah Louise Kimball "Some of rhe Descendante of David and Reliance (Hopkin Croshy, of Harwich,
Mass, and Sourhensr, Purnam Counry, NY," NYO&B Record 32 (Aprl 19913 111-11,

70, Buys, O Grenarsmones of Puesam Couney, 333 (Milltowsn Cemeccry).

71, Sherman and Sherman, Viedl Records of Yarmouth, 26,

T2, May, Descendants of Richard Sares [ Sears), 95; May does not cite the source of this information.

T3, Sherman and Sherman, Vieed Records of Yarmuwh, 147,

4. Rufus Baboock Tobey and Chartes Henry Pope, Tibey {Tobiz, Toby) Genealogy: Thomas of Sandaich and
James af Kirtery and Ther Descendans {Boswn: privacely peinted, 1993), 36-37, citing the will of Thomas® Tobey,
which mentions his wife Febecca and his daughter Desire wnd s fecorded m Barmstable County Probnte Book
& 174, Registear of Probare’s Office, Basnstable, Massachuserin

75 May, Descendanes of Richard Sarea {Sears), 98, May does not (denniy his source for death data.

Th. Ibid., iy 1890, reporeed thar the deed for this purchase was owned by Oscar Wead, who lived in the “eld
Sears homestead” w0 Mill Tlain, Fairfield Couney
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Desire's settlement in Fairfield County berween 1740 and 1745; thar dare seems 1o
err by some thirty years. James's name does not appear on the “listable estares” of
Ridgetield for 1746,” while evidence strongly supeests his residence in sourhem
Durchess. “James Sears” is cited as pathmaster in Kent (southemn Dutchess, later
Putnam) on 7 April 1747; and in 1756 he was a member of the Old Gilead Church
of Fredericksburg (lacer Carmel, in Putnam).™ His name i5 carried consistently on
the tax rolls of Southern Precinet from February 1744/5 chrough 1771, In thar last
year, James was joined on the roll by “James June."—almoest certainly his son James,
to whom the family account atrribures a marriage by 177 1.7 Both Jameses were last
taxed in Dutchess in 1772—the year that James Jr. and his brother David left for
Massachuserrs, according to the published Sears genealogy. The elder James's
removal to Ridgefield, where his son Knowles resided, seems to have occurred then
also. He is found no more in Durchess County records.

James® Sears and Desire Tobey were parents of ten known children as follows:*

+ 1, DAVITY sEARS, born 25 August 1731 at Yarmouth:
ii. SARAH SEARS, bom 21 November 1732 ar Yarmouth: married Reuben Croshy of
Southesst gnd lived nedr present Pactersen in Putnam. She died 27 July 17724
fi1. THAMEFUL SEARS, horn 26 November 1734 at Yarmouth; married James Foster and
setrled @t Southeast in Dutchess Councy®
+ v, SETHSEARS, born 31 Ocrober 1736 ar Yarmouth,
4+ v. ENOWLESSEARS, born 1735
vi. DESIRE SEARS, Nkely borm in the otherwise unaceounted-for gap between Konowles
and Theomas, say 1740-43; married Timothy Foster and removed to western Mew
York.
+ vir. THOMASSEARS, barn 30 April 1745.
¥iil. JAMES SEARS. born abour 1747 marned Abigail Sherwood of southern Plurchess by
1771. Moved to Lenox with hiz brather David in 1772; died in the “Lake Reglon” of
Canada. ™ lames was only seventeen at Naomi's hirth, and he was not the subject of
any hasrardy suit in Dutchess.

T Mavy, Beseendanes of Huwchard Sares { Sears), 59, May seates no basts for his dating of James serelement in
Fairfield. The mcond of "listable estates,” which he siys omits Jimes, has not been found by the presenc writer

78, Pelletean, Hiswry of Putntn County, 308, James's naime s appended to oo list calling oo M Knibloe r
the paszerate of the Western Soclety of Philipps (now Curmel). Pellerreau, ar po 290, locates the James Sears
hensse in Frederickshurgh (larer Cairmel)

T8 For o rolls, see figire 4. For the fomily account, see My, Descondanes of Richord Sares [Sears), 99, May,
who assumed Tumes! bved In Connecticut durlng rhis peried, speculits that James of Uilead Chuorch belonged
ror a differemt sob of Searses, However, thie long run of tax tolis (which May doss not appear v have used), thei
placement of James and David® {Jumes") in Fredenicksborg iwhere the man Moy disregarded acrended church
in 1 756), anud che removal of the |ﬂn_gl.‘|l‘r'|¢ w.mdeu.l._hil‘u_&i. fron thiose ralls in the same VEAr that ewo m1un”u st
Che., James" and David™ left Dutchess County—all worrant a covrestian of May's asumptions about James',

80. Unless otherwise stated, cthe date are from May, Descendanes of Richard Sares {Sears), 9859, 173-80.

81. For Rewhen, see Mavfloter Famaties throagh Five Gemerations: Descendants of the Pilgrims Who Landed a
Plymeuth, Maw, . December 1620, vul. 6, John D, Austin, comp., Family; Srephen Hopking {Plymeath: Ceneral
Sociery of Maytlower Descendants, [991), 37980,

81, Buys, Old Gravesiones of Pumam County, 316 {0d Sears Burylng Groond, o Millvowe as Moy veperres ),

B3 May, Descendants of Richard Sares {Searst, 17879, calls Abipnil the dosghter of Jehisl 5. Sherwood.
However, Donald Lines [acobies's seady of the Sherwoods shaws no Abigail for Jehiel More Hlely, shie wis Jehiels
disrant cousin, baprized in Fairfteld County i 1754 as daughrer of Joseph Sherwood, who soon moved o the
Oblong and was taxed in Southern Precincy, | 759-71. See Jocobus, Hiseory and Gensalogies of the Familtes of Ol
Basfieid, 3 wole. (19303-32; reprint, Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Ca, 1978}, val, 2, pr. 2: 544,
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ix. REBECOA SEARS, born about 1750; married Eli Crosby of Soucheast. On 4 April 1790,
she jotned the Congregational Church ar Philippt ( Southeast), which Zadock Ridey's mother
My had joined just a vear befora.™

®. COMPFORT SEARS, born 20 March 1751; too young to be Naomi’s father.

EVALLUATION OF JAMESY

Highly improbable. Desire was much roo old to bear children by the time Naomi was born
in 1764, However, their oftspring display signiticant vies ro Zadock and Naomi—as
later discussed,

David® Sears (James*)

Born ar Yarmouth, Massachusetts, 25 August 1731, died ar Lenox, Berkshire
County, Massachuserts, 12 July 1827, Before 1759, he married Mary Paddock,
who died at Lenox on 19 July 1826.%

David was an early resident of the Dutchess area but not a permanent one. In
1754 he subscribed ten shillings for support of the minister of the Philippi
Congregational Church,” artended by members of both the Benjamin® and the
James® branches. He appears on the tax lists for Southern Precinet between 1759
and 1772 but is dropped from Dutchess rolls thereafter. Apparently, 1772 was the
year he removed to Lenox, where he joined the Baptist Church % He is said to have
been an active supporter of the Lovalist cause during the Revalution ™

David and Mary Sears were the parents of eleven children, most of whom were
born in New York befare the family’s retum 1o Massachusetts and its rradivion of
vital registration. The Sears genealogy cites the eleven as follows (apparently
drawing from a probare record thar first cites all sons »nd then all daughrers):™

i PHILEP" SEARS, bornin 1759 ar Southeast, Dutchess County; died 17 July 1831, Lenox,
Maossachusetrs.
ii. DAVIDSEARS, for whom nothing mere has been found.
il ISAACSEARS, for whom nothing more has been found.
iv. ELIJAHSEARS, for whom nothing more has been found.
v. BETHIASEARS, birth data unknown; wed Jacob Goodwich of Pittsfield, Massachuseets:
vi. ELIZABETH SEARS, birch data unknown: wed Jonathan Roor of Piesfield,
vit. POLLY SEARS, birth data unknown; wed Robert McKnight of Pirsfield.
viil, CALVIN SEARS, bom abour 1769 at Leno,
Lo LUTTHER SEARS, barn 1772, Lenox; died Joly 1837, Valney, Ovwepo County, New York,
%, [AMES SEARS, born 15 May 1776 at Lenox.
ki, ZACHARIAH SEARS, born April 1778 atr Lenox.
f4. Kimball, "Sane of the Descendant af David and Relisoce {Hopkins} Croshy,™ [12; Buys, Old Grave-
stanes of Putmam County, 314-15 {Sears Burying Cround); Calking, "Recerds of Philippd, " 101-2.
f49. Sherman and Sherman, Vil Récords of Yermouth, 61,
BA. May, Blescendants of Richurd Sares (Sezvs), 173-T4, for deahis of both David and Mary,
B7. May, had, seaves thae David resided in Nertheast and compounds thar error by locaring Nocrheast i the
South Precinee. Nonheass by in North Wand: sée Kelley and Kelloy, Dieechess County . Tas Lisa, vili, b
B8, “Reparcof &zariah Egleston, Minutes of the Town Mecting Held at Lenox, Massachusemts” 3 April 1797,
Records of the Town of Leneosx; 1 254, FHL microfitm 1,905,868,
R Moy, Descorubirug of Richard Scoes {Sceria), 1T304
90, [had: The above list does not follow May's implied binh onder. Logically, the childeen without recorded
births wee born in New York before the move 1o Massschusetis, where younger children's Birthe are regtstered
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EVALUATION OF DaVID,

Uinlikely. This Barmly left New York when Naomi was eight. No Lenox connecrion s
known for Zadock and Naomi; and it is imprabable that Zadock, as @ widower with live
young children in New Yok, traveled to Massachusetts to court a wife.

Seth® Sears (James*)

Born at Yarmouth, Massachusetts, 31 Ocrober 1736," Seth died at Southeast, 2
August 18092 About 1759, in Dutchess County apparently, he wed his cousin
Sarak® Sears,” born at Yarmouth on 31 March 1734.* Sarah was the daughrer of
Stephen® (Joseph’, Silas’, Richard’} Sears by his wife Abigail Burgess;” but she was
reared from the age of three in the home of her stepfather, Benjamin® Sears (q.1.).
The widowed Sarah died resrare, at Southeast, shortly before 6 June 1816.%

Seth® (James®) and his familv posed a serious challenge to the compiler of the
Sears genealogy. May offers no biographical derail for Seth or Sarah and lirele
information on their place or places of residence. He names only five children for
a marriage that lasted some fifry years:”

i. ENOCH HAMLIN? 5EARS, birth and death data unbnown; wed an unidentified daughieer

of Jeremiah 5. Smith of Charlron, Saratopa County, New York, and lefr six children

ii. SETH SEARS, bomn about 1769 died 1 May 1819; buried ar Milleown Cemerery,

iii. FLEAZAR H 5EARS born 1771 in Southeast, New York, or Danbury, Connecricut; died ar
DeRuyrer, Madisan Couney, Mew York; married Betsy Marvin and left five children,

iv. SARAHSEARS; nuthing offered ocher than her name.

vo THAMKFUL SEARS, bom ur Southeast 30 June 1775; died 28 July 1808 at Livchfield in
Herkimer County, New Yorly murried 27 December 1793 at Southeast, Reverend Mr
William Smith. Five children, most of whom settled ar Arkwright in Chautaugua
County, Mew York,

May's work provides definite dares of birth and dearh for Thankful only; and his
birth and death dares for Sech Jr. are wrong. The only child for whom he had in-
depth information was Thankful; for Sarah, he uncovered nothing but her name

The surviving records for Dutchess and Putnam—scant though they are—do
paint a clearer picrure of Seth’s family. He first appears in Durchess on the February
1761 roll of Southern Precinet (see figure 4). When that jurisdiction was splic
(1771=-72), ke fell into the new rown of Southeast, where he was raxed through
1779, His family suill lived in Southeast ar the 1790 census—just three hovseholds
from Zadock Rider and his firse wife (see figure 3), Alchough that census names only
heads of families, the other occupants of Seth's household in that year can be
identifted—with one important exceprion. In addirion to Seth, the two males

1. Sherman anid Shermen; Viel Records of Yoarmosdh, 62,

92. Eerh Sears Bstace (16809), Durchess County Estate Recaeds, iile 526,

93 May, Descendants of Richerd Sares { Seara}, 104, identifies Sarah, appurently from isformation pravided by
her gramadchildeen: chie marmriage dace (s appeosimaeed from hirch of figst chid.

#4. Shorman and Sheonan, Viead Fecords of Yarmourh, 59,

5. 1kid; Moy, Diescendanits of Richard Saves {Seaan), 104,

96, Sarsh Sears Wil Putnam County "Becord of Old Bstates.” A: 231, citing file 191,

97, May, Descendonis of Ruchard Sares (Sears), 174-75
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shouid be his still-single sons, Seth Jr. and Eleazar. The three females, according ro
May's account of the family, would be Seth’s wife and their daughters, Thankful

and Sarah. Yer further research on Sarah—as part of the present project—proves
that she wed in 1787.% Wha, then, was che thivd female of Seth's howsehold tn 17907

Seth’ died intestate ar Southeast on 2 August 1809. His probate file offers three
documents. An aftidavit by Seth Jr. on 20 Ocrober 1809 artests the date of his
father's death. Subsequently, the widow Sarah declined 1o serve as administraror,
in favor of her sons Seth and Eleazac 1 1; she signed with her mark. Those sons were
then bonded.™ As a widow, Sarah made her own will on 31 May 1810, naming her
son Seth as her executor and sele heir. In return, she charged him with her support
for her remaining life. Surviving evidence for her other children suggests thar she
made these arrangements because the others had moved away and only Seth
remained to care for her, On 6 June 1816, he probated her will.'™

Building upon the offspring dara that May provided for Seth’ and Sarah®
(Sears) Sears, this project offers both additional and corrective derails:

I ENOEH® SEANS, born by 1760, married about 1781; boch dates are extrapolated from the
9 August 1782 bireh date May gives for Enoch's firse child, Alexander. Enoch served in
the Third Regiment af the Dutchess County milirin durtog the Revelution.'™ Accord-
ing to the Sears gencatogy, he removed to Bailston, Seratoga Counry, New York, where
he married the daugheer of Jeremiah Smith of Charlton: May gives no date, but the age
of the first known son sugeests a marriage abour 1781.'"™ Curiously, Encch does not
appear un the 1790 census of cither Mew York or Connecticut—not as Enoch Sears
{Seers, Sayers, etc.) or Hamlin Sears or Enoch Hamlin. His firsthom, Alexander, did
warry at Ballston on 6 January 1803, Mary How(es).'™

ii. STEPHEN SEARS, aprobable son borm in the seven-year gup between Enoch, above, and
Sarah, below. The militia roll that carties Enoch above also carries the name Stephen
Sears—with both men serving under Enach's uncle, Lieurenant Thomas Sears. Heaw-
ever, this Stephen does notappear an the pre-1 780 ax rolls (see figure 4), sugeesting he
wits properryless. A 1790 Stephen Sears—likely the same man—lived in Scutheast (sec
figure 3}, 3 houses from Zadock Riders mother, 6 from Zadock, and 9 from Seth and
Sarah, who are proposed here as his parents. By 1800, he had removed to Litchbield in
Herkimer family, where he Hved just 4 househiolds from Sarah (below) and 7 fram
Zandock: This evidence suggests he was too young to father Maomi in 1764,

i, () REUBEN SEARS, born 1755~ 74, according to the 1800 census™—but probably 1763~
65 if he does belong to this family. o 1790, atlegedly, he married Hannah Benedict of
New Penfield in Fairdfield Couney ' With her, he moved to Lirchfield in Herkimer

Q8. Zacheus Raymond pension file, oo W3T19, Revohwionary Wir Pension. and Bounty-Land Warrant
Applicarion Files, microdllm publication MAM (Washington: Natonal Aechives), oll 677,
949, Seth Sears Eatate, previcusly cited,
100, Sarab Sears Will, previgusly cheed.
101, Mew York in the Revolution, s Colory and Sesee. [+ 140.
102, May, Descendanes of Richard Seres{ Séars), 274,
103, Royden Woodward Vosburgh, ed. Records of the First Prestymian Church gz Badlston in Ballston Centes,
Saratoga Connty, MY {New York: New York Gepealogieal and Biogeaphical Saciery, 1916), ¥1.
104, [830 LS. convis, Herkimer County, New Yark, townof Licchfield. 341 (157} Mationa! Archives micro-
fitm publicerion 32, mil 21.
105, Henry Marvin Benedicr, The Genzalogy of the Benedicrs m America ( Albeny, New York: Joel Munsell,
18700, 247 -48.

LI |

= |
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Couney, as pars of the same migration that included his propesed sisters, Thankful and
Sarah, as well a3 Naomiand Zadock Rider: In 1809 he srd Hannah signed a deed selling
their Litchfield land, afrer which they moved o Hamileon 1o Madison Counry, New.
York'™—as did his proposed brother Eleazar
One other Dutchess record may pertain o this Beuben. On 14 August 1791, one
Reuben Scars was charged with bastardy by a Sarah Boughton, " As subsequently seen
in the skerch for Knowdes® (James®) Sears. Boughton girls marmed Zodock Hider's
brother and Abijah® Sears, nson of Knowles and a proposed bt cousin of this Beuben,
W, SARAH SEARS, for whom the Sears pencalogy gives no data, was born 4 March 1767 s
Southcass; died ne Columbus, Warren County, Pennsylvanis, @ Decemnber 1844, in the
hame of herson Seth Raymond ™ She murried i Dotchess County during November
1787, a Revolutionary War vereran named Zacheus Ravmend of Danbuory, in Fairfield
County. "™ The Raymands appear on the 1790 cengus of Southeast onby o fow hosses from his
father-in:taw (Sech Sears) and Zadock Rider, " Like Zadack and Naomi, they migrated fram
Sotcheast o Lirchfield in Herlimer Cenenry, where they areenumerated omthe T80 censns, '
From there, they cemoved to Chenango County, Mew York, and finally 1o Columbus,
Warren County, Pennsylvania, in February or March 1826 —just aoross the st ling
from the Chantauega Cotnty community settled by children of Savahsiveer Thandeful { befoul)
arnel by soms of Naomi Rider.

v. BETHSEARS, boen 11 Auguse 1769, died | May LEIT: buriad at Milltewn. Murried first,
23 August 1797, Ruamy Andeess of Greenfield in Fairfield County: married second,
abour 1816, Eunice Paddock.! " The Sears genealogy places Seth's birth ar abour 1771,
cabcularing from tombstone darn said o cite his dearh on 1 Moy 1819, aged farry-eighe
However, Seth’s will is daved 5 Apetl 1817 and was entered nto probate on 16 May
131 7—thus advauncing hath his bicth and his death by two years."* This cormecrion is
supporred by a "Family Record" preservied by his descendiants, which reads, (n part *Seehy
Seary 3d [siz] was botn in South East Town, Dutchess County State of New York, Augist
11ch 176 |ton] . . . Seth Sears deceased May 155, 1817 Thar record proceeds to-give
vital dana for boch of Seth's wives and seven children: Fhenezer A Perer M, Naomd (h
L Creaber 18021, Ronamy, Lewls, Sethc A, and the posthumous Rubhamalh, " Seth’s
will mentions his wife, Eunice: two daughrers, Neomy and Rosann; his deceased wife,
Reuhama; and sons named Peter, Lewis, and Seth,

The use of the name Macmi amid the ehildren of Sech® { Sedy') marke the only time this name
has been found among Sears families contemporary with or antecedens to Naomi Rider.

106 Merkiroer County Doede, 4. 252, )

LT, Piea uf Trospass of Shutiee] Boughton, filed 17 Seprember 1791, Durchoss Cauney Ancient Locument
nc- 13095, Coure of Commaon Fleas.

106, Fucheus Raymond pension file, previcusly cited. Sarah’s bath dare @ esmputed from the dare op her
tombstone an the family feem i Celiinbos Township, 2s read by Madaling add of Rotonda West, Florida. Mis,
Dhadke's husbandd, who descends from Tachens mnd Swuh, grew up thiereon ilarm lnmded down in s Gemd The
wiarresred irbbuees provided in the presenr srocy move Sarahd bivih abead of chiose of Ter Brothees Serhand
Elewzr

109, Zacheos Ruymond pension file, previowsly eived

T Heads of Beonlies . S York: | TR0, 93,

LHL 1800 LS, comsus, Herdimer Counry, New York, town of Lichfeld, 5 537 {153, National Archives
microfilm publicatian M32, wll 71

[ 12, Tacheus Raymond pension file, previowsly cited,

113 New York UAR Genealogival Records Commusee, Bible Reiemds, vol. 123, Linpublished Bible Records of
MNorthern Chenamm Cosmty, New: Yorh (typescripe sevial, 1966-67; Dauhrers of the American Revalution
Library, Washingron, 88

Li%. Sech Sears Wil (1617), Putnam Crumy “Record of Ofd Estates,” Ax 196, citinp file I08. Bays, Old
Crraisestomes of Pumam Coanry, 343, cites bus desh on | Mav 1819 ar 48 years.
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vi. ELEAZAR H. {HAMLIN' SEARS, bom 1771 in Southeast or Danbury; died in 1855 at
DeRuyter, Madison County, New Tork: married Bersy Marvin and left five children. '

vil. THANKFUL SEARS, born at Southeast, 30 June 1775; dted 28 July 1808 at Lirchfield in
Herkimer County, New York: Thankful married on 27 December 1793 ar Southeast,
Reverend Mr, William Smich, born 20 March 1770 wo Richard and Mary (Brush) Smich
of West Farms, Westchester County, New York. """ Three of Thankful and William's five
children mowved from Litchfield to Avlowrightin Chantangua Couney, New Yorlk, about the same
time anid o the same place as the sons of Naom: ( Sears} Rider. '

EVALUATION OF SETH® (JAMES*):
Swrong candidate for father of Naomi. See "ANALYSIS”

Enowles® Sears (James?)

Bormn in 1738, apparently ar Yarmouth, Knowles died at Ridgefield, Fairfield
County, Connecricut, on 17 June 1817. He lies buried across the state line in
Sourheast, where his tombstone cites his age at death as seventy-nine.'""* Knowles
married (1) Susanna Townsend; and (2) Charity Haviland.'*

Knowles fathered ren children by his first wife and four by his second. All have
been well documented. The following is an abbreviated summary:"!

1. DANIEL® SEARS, born 14 May 1762 ac Ridgefield; dicd 18 February 1840 at Van Buren,
Omnondaga County, New York.

ii. BETTY SEARS, bom 31 Ocrober 1563 ar Ridgefield; married Nathan Hawley: they are
possibly the Nathan Hawley family of Frederickstown, Durchess Couney, 179012

1l SUSANNA SEARS, borm 9 [uly 1766 at Ridgefield; married Heman® { Benjamin”) Sears
of Southeast; removed temporarily o Litchfield, Herkimer Counry,

iv, KNOWLES SEARS, born 29 July 1768 ar Ridgetield; died unmarried, near Danbury, 24
October 1848,

v. MARY SEARS, bormn 1 August 1770 ar Ridgefield; married (1) lsaac Townsend of
Fredenclsburgh: (2) Eljah Benedice; and (3) Forward Stevens: resided ar Danbury

vi. JOHN SEARS, born 15 October 1772 at Ridgefield: died 1 Seprember 1839; resided m
Carnillus, Onondaga County, and Walcorr, Wayne Counry, New Yaork.

Vil ABITAH SEARS, born B August 1774 ar Ridgefield; died near the head of Sencca Lake
( perhops st Heeton, Schuyler County, Mew York ) His frestsoife was Cathierine Boughton,
whase sister Johanna marned Zadock Rider's brother, Chustopher of Southeast. '™

viil. 15AAC SEARS, born 7 August 1776 at Ridgeficld; died 20 Seprember 1848, He resided
ot Newfune, Niagara Councy, New York.
ix., DESIRE SEARS, born 25 May 1778 ar Rideeficld; married Caleb Curtis Gregory of
Danbury, Connecticut, and Westchester f‘ﬂunt'r. Mew York.

115, Smith, “Unpublished Bible Reeords,” 85,

L16: May, Descendomnes of Richard Sares (Ses ), 273 Moy assigng the middle aame Hamlin to Eleazars brather
Encch nosupporming evidence s known, Meanwhile, Eleazarappear in the estate sectlement of his facher, Serhy
up Eleazar H. One Eleazar Humlin married Seth's great-aune, Sarsh® Sears. See May, p, 65

E1T. Ihid., 173, May places Wear Farmns on Lo Tsland. For correction, see |, H. French, Gazetresr of the Stoe
of Mok (18604 repring, [nterlaken, New Yock: Hearr of the Lakes Publishing, 1881), 706.

118, Muy, Descendemey of Richwd Sares (Seavs), 175-78

118, Buys, Old Gravestones of Piamar Ceadney, 343,

123, May, Descendmnes of Richard Sares { Sears), 176,

120 Jeid,, 176-77.

123, Hemds vf Fammlics . . . New York: [790, 81,

123, Gary Alan Buugh:nn and Mary |- Bigelow, “A Line of Marthew Boughtons of Depbury, Conm, (1661
LA21)" The American Genealopint 65 (April 19903 105,
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¥, CHARLES SEARS, born 3 August 1780 ae Ridgefield; died there 22 April 1836,
xi. CHARITY SEARS, born 14 August 1789 ar Ridgefield; married Srephen Crosby,
wii. ELIZABETH SEARS, born 26 November 1790 ar Ridgefield; married Nathaniel Brush
and removed 10 Hiron, Wavne County, New York.
wiib DAVIDH, SEARS, borm 1794 ar Ridgefield: died ar Danbury, 26 September 1830,
&iv. PHERE SEARS. born at Ridgefield; died unmarried.

EVALUATION OF KNCWLESY

Highty improbable. The well-documented birth pattern of his children leaves no reason-
able opening for Naomi's 1764 birth, However, the marriage of his son ro Zadock s sister-
in-law implies close associations.

Thomas® Sears (James®)

Bom 30 April 1745 in either Connecticut or New York;'™! died 26 ar 28 April
1804 ar Southeast.'” Married 9 September 1767, apparently in Dutchess County,
Deborah Baldwin, who survived him, "

Called "Caprain” in the Sears genealogy, Thomas appears as a lieutenant on the
Revolutionary-era roll of the Third Regiment, Dutchess County miliria.'"” He was
ome of the few Sears males for whom landownership can be documenred. No
evidence of the purchase exists; but on 2 November 1782, he conveyed to
Nathaniel Scribner ninety-two acres in the Oblong, four of which were parr of the
property called Burgess's Farm. “*® In 1790, the census raker found him in adjacent
Frederickstown (see figure 3). On 20 December 1801, Thomas and Deborah joined
the Congregational Church of Philippi (now Southeast) by profession of faith.'**
He made hiswill on 24 April 1804, and it was probated elght days laver (3 May) '™

Thomas and Debarah Sears were the parents of nine children, seven of whom
survived Thomas." Those children are as follows: '™

1. ELFSEARS, born 16 Octaber 1 768 ar Southeast: resided ar Carmel {old Fredericksburgh
alk.a Frederickstown) in Dutchese (lazer Putnam) County,
il. THOMAS BALDWMN SEARS, barm 21 February 1773 at Southeast; died ar Carmel, New
Yorl, withour issue,
iii. ELIZARETH SEARS, bom 3 Seprewnber 1775 at Southeast; died 23 Seprember 1790,
iv. JAMES SEARS, bom 24 March 1778 mt Southease; died March 1857,
v. ARCHIBALDSEARS born b Aupust 1780 ar Southenst; resided ar Carmel.
vi. SOPHIA C.SEARS, born 12 May 1784 at Southeast; married Archibald Young.
vii. 18AAC SFARS ("Tanmer [ke”), boarn 23 July | 786 at Southeast; married Susie, daughrer
of Heman® (Benjamin’) Sear and Susanna® (Seth?’, Jumes*) Seacs; lived ut Southease.

124, Moy, Descendanes of Richird Sared {Sear), 178

123, Bubys, Ol Gravespones of Prmam Ceunry, 320 (Sears Burving Ground

126, May, Drescendanics af Richord Sares (Semy), 178,

127, Maw York in the Revodusion, 1: 140

128, Dhacchess County Deed Abstraces, 18 107-9, County Clerk’s Office, Poughlespsle.

128, Calking, “Recards of Phalippd,” 103

130. Thomas Sears estare file, Durchess County Batate Records {Abstraces), Surragate’s Court file 3934,

131, Thid.; Helen Wilkinson Heynalds, *Wotices af Morriages and Deaths Published in Mewspapers Prineed o
Poughkespsie, Mew Yorlk, 1778-1823" Dutchess Hisroriesd Soctery Collecitons 4 Poughbeepaie: [urchess Hispor
ical Socicoy, 19823, 91,

132, Children's data from May, Descendants of Richard Saves (Sears), 173=74, 178, 279, if not atherwize cired
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viil. DEBORAH SEARS, bara 18 Ocrober 789 at Scuthesst; married (1) [—1—] Craft; and
{2} [—7—] Ludingron,

. SALLY B SEARS, born 26 June 1792; married Ezra Young: On | April 1809, “Ezea

Youngs" and “Sally Sears” borh joined the Philippi Church of Christ in Union (for-

mirly the Philippi Congregational Church) at Southeast.™

EVALUATION OF THOMAS:
Unlikely. Aped ninereen when Naomi was bormn, he was still unmarried and he is not
cited in the bastardy records of Dutchess County.

ANALYSIS

Extant records of Dutchess, prior to Naomi's removal, document the presence of
twenty-one adult males named Sears. No census identifies members of their house-
holds. Viral registration did not occur in the area; and a Bible record seems ro exist
for only one of the families. Just chree of the males left wills, and even they did nor
always name all children. Yer even without these rraditional means of “proving
parentage,” the field of potential fathers for Naomi can be narrcowed, in stages,
until one person remains whose probability significantly eclipsess any others.

Stage | By age and residence at the time of Naomi's birth and by residence at the
time of her marriage, the field of twenty-one was reduced 1o eleven,

Stage 1 By amalysis of all known, relevant records, the field of eleven cun be ranked
s follows:
® 3 men are shown to be highly improbable candidaces.
* 7 men are shown to be unlikely candidates.
® | man presents strongly suggestive circunstances, with no evidence

pointing to the contrary.

When developing family connections, genealogists analyze many patterns of
hehavior—associations, economics, education, family composition and child spac-
ing, migration, names, religion, and residence being among the most common. In
the present case, the limited resources restrict the analysis to five of these factors;
bur all five support one conclusion: Zadock Rider's awife Naomi was probably the
davighter of Seth® (James*) Sears and his wife Savah™ Sears, who was the half sister of
Benjamin® ( Benjamm®) Sears.

Residential Factors

When Zadock Rider sought a wife in 1793, he almost certainly chose one from
anearby tamily. Widowers of limited means, with a houseful of young children, did
not usually go far to court. The 1790 census of Sourheast places Zadock three
dwellings from that of his proposed father-in-law, Seth® (James?).

Family Compaosition and Child spacing

The 1790 census attributes three females to the household of Seth? (James*), In
that year, his previously identified family consisted of a wife, one daughter (who is
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shown by this study to be already married and, with reasonable cerntainry, living
elsewhere with her husband), and one still-single daughcer. While the third female
in the household could have been any other relative, a hired servane, or a boarder,
the odds are far grearer thar she was a daughrer—hererofore unidentified.

The spacing of Seth and Sarah’s known children greatly strengrhen the supposi-
tion that at least ane child remains unidentified. The five known births o them
are dated ar “by 1760," 4 March [ 767, “about 1769," 1772, and 30 June 1775. The
birth of Naomi Rider, on 23 September 1764, falls unhampered into the middle of
the circa seven-year gap between the known first and second child.

Associations and Migrations

The resources thar exist for this problem limit the known associates to those
who lived in close proximiry and followed the same migration patrern. From the
17505 10 the 18205, nearly three dozen families or unattached males of the
[Dhirchess-area Searses spread into at least thirteen counties in New York, as well as
to the states of Connecricur, Massachuserts, and Pennsylvama. Figure 5 summa-
rizes these movements.

Figure 5
Sears Out-migration from the
Durchess County Area, ca. 1760-1850
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