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SEBASTIAN, originaZZy a Greek name meaning "majestic 11 was adopted very early by 

the Italians, French and Spanish; later by the English speaking peoples. As an 

English name, Sebastian can be traced back to the beginning of the 17th Century. It 

owes its popularity to Saint Sebastian, a Christian martyr, who was born at Narbonne 

in Gaul in the 3rd Century and died about 288 A. D. Ji at 33 years of age. He was a 

captain in the guard of Emperor Diolectian 's reign. He was said to have effected 

many _secret conversions before the king discovered that he was a Christian. At the 

king's orders,, he was shot fuU of arrows and left to die but a Christian woman nursec 

lzim J1uvh l u 7t .:-?n7.+1-. _ Jfo a0":.ci1t ft::az> 7oru~ly oonfront:ed the emperor and was this time 

beaten to death UJith clubs. After hio ilea-th, he became a Christia" martyr and 

,ranuary 20 was set e:s a feast day in his memory. 

There were Sebastian immigrants from EngZand:;; France, Spain, Germany,, Prussia, 

and pr·obably Italy . We believe our ancestors came f rom England. Anthony Sebastian 

was transported from England to Maryland in 1649 and Stephen Sebastian in 1675. They 

got Zand patents in southern Maryland and as these families multiplied, they migrated 

down into upper Virginia . We think we are descendents of either Anthony or Stephen. 

In Fairfax County, Virginia, in the early 1700's there were several families of 

Sebastians . First names used by them were Benjamin, Charles, Joseph, Issac, Lewis, 

and William, to name several. These names have been passed down in the Sebastian 

families to the present day. 

Our ancestor, BENJAMIN SEBASTIAN, was born about 1740 in Virginia and came with 
.-

his family to Wilkes County about 1775. He got a land patent in 1778 from the State 

of North Carolina on 150 acres of Zand located on Sebastian Branch and Haymeadow 

Branch, the waters of Mulberry. He buiZt his house on a knoll of the present William 

F. Alexander farm,, near Hays , N. C., now owned by Miss Lenna Alexander, also one of 

his descendents. (BENJAMIN SEBASTIAN is the ancester of all Sebastians in Wilkes Co. ) 

There was a LeUJis Sebastian living next door to Benjamin in 1787. We believe 

this uJas Benjamin Sebastian's br•other. He uJas listed on the North Carolina Census of 

1787 and the first Federal census which was taken in 1790; however, he r emoved to 

Kentucky and was listed there in the census in 1800. 
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We think LebJis Sebastian had sons named Joseph, tJJho marT'ied Nancy Whitaker and 

Samue'L, tJJtzo marT'ied Sarah Car-Zin. There is a Joseph Burt Sebastian bottn in 1889 in 

Tennessee, nCM living in De'tPoit, Michigan, tJJho is a desoend.ent of Joseph and Nancy 

Whitaker Sebastian. We think William King Sebastian, t'he first U. S. Senator from 

Arkansas,, tJJas a son of Samuel and. Sarah Car-Zin Sebastian. We have nothing further on 

this family. 

OUR ANCESTOR, BENJAMIN SEBASTIAN: 

Our ancestor, Benjamin Sebastian, cur··htz8-~ .s.ta:ted -oarli,or-~.L'JaB born in · 

Vir-ginia about 1740 and died in Wilkes County, Nor-th Carolina in 1819. We· have 

searched many records but so far have been unabZe to find tJJho his tJJife tc>as or tc>hen 

she died. There is a Barker - Chand.Zera - Alexander connection ·b)i;th Ur.o .'lo1·a~-lia:n 

family and his tc>ife could have been either of these. His children lJJere: I. Wi.Lt.,:am, 

.TI. R7,isha:. III. Elijah, IV. John, V. HRa<e'k.iah,, VI. Mary,, and VII. Nancy. We think 

_thes$ ·laat~-~~- girls are dau.ghtevs of Benjamin, also there ?Pere 2 or 3 more girls, 

poasib1,y one n~ed ·auaannah and otheras. 

·I. · ·wi7:tiam Sebastian, eon of Ben3amin, t.c1as bom in .Virginia about 1768 and diei 

bn ·his 'fa:t'Til at HaymeadolA> in the 1840 's. He m~ed Eti"2abetfh Cartez· (born. in Vlragin-! 

Q.bout~1?l5 and died at Haymead°"' in 1866). Sh.e tc>as the daughter of Henry Carter, 

Revolutionary soldier tJJho tJJith his tc>ife, Miltiruler and family Zived at the mouth of 

Rock Creek at the north ~ide of the Yadkin River. 

Eliaabeth Carter Sebastian tc>as an early member of old Mulberry Baptist Church, 

a charter member of Cross Roads Baptist Church and a aharter member of Zion Baptist 

Chu.rah - established in 1848. She remained a member of Zion until her death. 

William Sebastian tJJas a prominent farmer of the HaymeadotP section of Wilkes 

County. He sewed on du.Pys, signed bonds and tc>as a constable and officer of the 

court befor-e 1800. He also got permission from the court to put up a toll gate on 

his farm tc>'here the road croaaed going from Traphill to Wilkesboro. 

William and Elisabeth Carter Sebastian's children tJJere: 

1. Benjamin - bom in Wilkes County in 1806 - died in Virginia in 1872. He 

ma1-rlo.il El-ti:Gbet.h Adams (born 1809 - died 1884) the daughter of Oharlea and Nanc1/ 

Stamper Adams of Wilkes County. Be moved UJith his family to Grayson Cou.nty, Virgin·" 

before the Ciuil War arnl t~;ft,, tb::~rcde::;r~~ - /.#,oo Rt.t+.'b- .':ObmrH.nn anll f:-teve Sebastian 

of Vo"Lney~ Virginia, and others. 

2. Henry Sebastian, born about 1803, lived in WiZkes County in 1830, had 4 

ahildren, but t11e have no record of tJJhere he went. 
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3. Wesley Sebastian - Bom 1?9S - manied Nancy Pennington, lived. in Kentucky 

and Missoun and 'Left descendents. 

4. Nancy Sebastian - bom 1804, maPPied D(l)id CalZ and lived near Hays, N. C. 

Some of he:r descendenta a:re Flossie, Zo:ra and Claude B:retJJe:r of Hays. 

5. Battie Sebastian - Bo:rn about 1812, manied Wi'Ltiam BrObm. Had a son named 

Berwy but have nothing fuzather on them. 

6. Ellen Sebastian - Bom. about 1802, manied a Tu:rneia. We have nothing fu:rther 

on them. 

7. LebJis Sebastian - bo:rn in 1808 in Witkes County. He ws a Justice of the 

Peace, a surveyor-, and se:rved on the Board of County Commissione:rs. He tr>as killed 

December 2, 1864 on the BelZ Mountain of the Blue Ridge Mountains. He, UJith a band 

of his neighbors tAJere fighting a gang of looters and robbers from Alleghany County. 

LebJis ma:raried Rachel Adams (bom 1809 - Died. 1893). She tAJas the daughter of Cha.rZes 

and Nancy Stamper Adams of Baymead.ab1. To this union 1.11e:re born 9 children: 

A. EUaabeth Emi'Ly - Bom 1835 - m«.rried Frances Hutchison 

B. Henry C "Dock" - Bom 1836 - ma.rned Ma:ro BaZZ 

C. Wi7,1,iam G:ray - Bom 1839 - ma:ITied Franky Shumate 

D. Martin B. - bom 1841 - moved tAJest after Civil War. 

E. Susan - bom 1842 - manied J. M. Hanold 

F. Chazales F. - Bom 184S - Killed by Pobbe:rs and Zoote:rs Deeembe:r 2, 1864. 

G. Ale:r:andep P. - Bo-Pn 184? - Died 1854. 

H. Sa:rah - Bom 1849 - mararied Eli Abshe:r. 

F. Samuel - Bo:rn 1852 - mamed Mctl'y Blackbum. 

8. William Sebastian, J:r., Bom 1814, died Decenibe:r 2, 1864 - killed by robbers 

and looters. He mar:ried Elisa Grimes, daughte:r of the Rev. Adam Grimes, a Luthet'an 

ministe:r. His tM,fe 1.11as Eada,. William and EZiaa's Child.Pen 1.11e:re: 

A. LebJiB w. - bo:rn 1845 - Died 1929. Ma:rried Nancy Elledge 

B. Bu.rah - Born 184'1 - Died 1934. Maiaried James EZZedge. 

C. Zaoheray T. - Born 1848 - Died 1 DD6. M.J.n:e.terl Uai:·oZ.ine Shephe:rd. 

D. Eliaabe-th - Bo:t7l 79~9. 

E. Willi.om ·· IA.7.1.71. 1B!a1 (Tie kn01,, nothing fu:r-.ther of him.) 

F. T«;cJ. EZi - Bom 1853 - Died 1919. Ma:rM.ed Ma:cy c. Wood. 

G. John Wesley - Bom 1854 - Died 1918. Married Elizabeth flyatt;. 

B. Ben:ry C. - Bo:rn 1858. Ma:raried M~tha Salmons. 

I. EZijah - Bom 1861 - Died 1930. Ma:rned Amenca Adams. 
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II. E'Lis'ha Sebastian - Bo:rn 1770 in Virginia, ma?Tied NieP Anderson,, d.aughteza 

of Captain Ande:rson., moved to Whitfield County,, Geo:rgia. Died in the 1860's. A 

descendent of his is c. P. Sebastian of Ar&nore, OkUihoma and his son, Colonel Heney 

A. Sebastian of Abilene, Te:tas. 

III. Eli;iah Sebastian - Bo:m in Vi'l'(Jinia in 1772., mazTi.ed first time Phebe B:roim, 

d.aughte:r of Walte:r B:rO?Jm of Wilkes County,, in 1801. 'J!hey migraated to St. Fmnces 

County, Missou:ri. Phebe died about 1812, leaving a small child. Elijah maPl'i.ed 

2nd time to Sarah Kelly Dennis and reared a large family. Mrs. Pauline Shefliff of 

Hollis, Oklahoma is one of his descendents. 

IV. John Sebastian - Bo.m 1784 - Wilkes County,, ma?Tied Sarah Tuffle:r,, daughte:r 

of Roger Tume:r, migraated to Kentucky and left descendents. 

V. Hea_ek~ $.~_q.~~-(,an, Bom 1787 in Wilkes County - Died 1860 in Kentucky. 

VI. ~ Sebastian - married Jonathan Stampe:r., J-p. in 1801 and moved to Ashe 

County,, No11th Ca:rolina. We do not kn01JJ if she had chiU!r'en as this lA)as the second 

ma?'l'iage fo:r Jonathan,, Jp. 

VII. Nanoy Sebastian ma?Tied Jessie Stampe:r,, a brotheP of Jonathan,, Jr., and 

moved to ~ens County, Kentucky. She died in Missou:ri and left desoentents. Among 

them, t1ie found.era of the F. M. Stamper Food Company and Lyon J. Boa,:rd of the Canal 

Zone. 

Benjamin adopted a boy named George Ale:t:ande:r (changed to Sebastian), ruho ruent 

to Missou:ri and one of his descendents is the Rev. Dan Sebastian, a Baptist minister 

in Oklahoma. 

Elijah and Phebe Bzaoum Sebastian adopted a boy named Ma?ttin r:handls:tt ruho became 

Mara-t-tn Sl!lba.atian in Mi.0~UJ:>i. 'l!bJo of his dssacttdents are MP. Fred.o Green of 

T~fnt'k.arvr.- ·4-rt12Haas and Mr. I.rua1u~1i 8P.bnatian of DaZZas, Pe:x:as. 

m By: SamueZ E. Sebastian, Curator 
The GenealogiaaZ Soaiety of 
the "01>lginaZ'' Wilkes County 




