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itrsro:rr OF Tl!.E S~tt:>.S 
( i!:.'.ld~ is t !1c c :tl.ltl of tho prcccr!ing one) 

The 183'{ bio,·rapr.y of Will.iat!l P. Sharp (6 } gave his fa-
t her 1 •.• J:1:r.".'.l o. Sharp who r.z-:·ie;d Marr.:.u-et Cro:;by in 
Penns:,'lvani.:i, :1r:d r.ovcd t o '1·;~,,c County, Ohio, about 
1815. As t::-1 cou;-.•le ir.'1!'r.i.cd youn1'. an:i 1"Q·red rir;ht a;.<JY, 
Ja.11e::; left no rcc::i1·d of himself as a :1e3d of a f a:r:ily in 
Penn:r.rln;.ria. I t ·.:a!; not stated l'rom where in Fcnn:::yJ..
v an:ia t hey ca.'"e and , a:; the !;ta te in l 8oO abounded w.i. th 
Shm-ps, even ;.ri th James Sharps , I :-ras stuck for y ears . 

Whan I l c.:?:.'ncd t hat my r.:ither 13 cousin! Des:Jie (HcEJ..roy) 
Sharp ·~-as :i. :ior.i!::cr of the DAR- through John Cro sby, father 
of l·ia!'gar·:?t.1 a s:n:.11 s t ep for wnrtl Wa!J ll'..:u::ic. Joh.1 join!Xi 
the 1-D.li t ia in ·::1.cs tcr County, b-.it he G.icd in ifashinfton 
County , ~oth l n Pcr.:isylvania . 

It was thc:l easy t p j:>ick up the !limi.la.ri ty in first names 
o~ Sharp:; in ,,'Mhin1-;ton Cou.rity and in Wayne County, Ohio. 

A aucr-J i:-i t):c il:i os~e1· neiJSPapcr in 1969 b rought a rl3-
ply l'rom a lJkl-l ;;ho was tryinc t o work out a Shnrp line 
for anot::e!' 1U4.l;,·. S::e cor..:i:r:1eci t:ic t wo George Shams 
as I ha.J. ~':oc:i.zed. TiH? f ather of Geor ge (9), ~;hen · 
fou~c., m.:.: ··c.v(' been the irrol'ti.. f;r:mt. Un~~ounded stories 
(!!"e th.:;t tl:c ~x:p!l were l'rom J cotland, Jforthern Ire-
1 .:ir.d, Co:-.:.cctic~ t., or !:m:rlan<l. 

G:::O~GE SHA.'iP ( C-eneration rru.rr1be r 9 back fron t he writer's 
childre:l); >.·a; b . probably in 1732 in 7 /r./"l'rr ; , ,,! ,"; i<
m. 1 ) H.A.~Y "J;:~ v ca. 17 5o, and 2) Hr·s . R~hel J ohnson, 
and d. on Jw1 , 1 812 in Hopewell township, \·lash:ing-
ton County, Per.n:;ylvania. 

D.lrinc tl:e !{evolution he rcsirled in 'rl<tsh:incfun County 
a.mi e:D.i sted :is a ))ri-<: v.te . :!e ln.ter \1as elected cap
tain of :.:1c J:v.! Battalion of :.:1e ".V<l.5hi:icton County 
r.liE tia coma.11c!od by Lt. Colonel David Hi..lliainson. 

One acccr.t:lt gave Georce 1s wif e liar; as Hary T~lor. 
H.-s, ,io:·v"1son i·:.J.S a 'r.i.dot> an<l she a.-:1 Geor i;e had no 
c h..'\.11.:'e:i, 

The c:U..ld.:"en o.( C-cori;e and Hary Slarp were ( 8): 
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rtrrlf(lf'tJt, b. 1751, m. Jo:in l-!c ?llrlden, a ;;at-
1 ivo of D1bJ.in, IrelMd. !:1ey ir.0·1ed to 
cn.iiz, H.:i:'"!'ison County, c hio in ieo1. 

;.J.. JDJJe, m. :·!r. Tate, rr.cvcd to 1'.ori;mi County, 
Ohio. 

iii . Sarnh, m. John Doulin. 
i v. Jlary, m. Isaac Anderson; moved to :·.rater.ford 

_ to-..:ns..lllp, .11as~ngton County, Ohio. 
v. ~.ill, b . 1757, "'·• Ma.-y Officer, see ne.'Ct . 

vi . Joscpil, b . l 76o, - m-: AE7JCS Hm:den;on (1759-
18 .36) , moved to 3clmont County, Ohio, and 
d . on l·'.<L-ch 6, 181 5 . He is b-.i....-i!;d i n Un
i onto·..m. !le -;rn.s second in co:--.r:nnti un<ler 
Dani.el llor gan in t he MU.s~:y :~cbellion. !Tc 
was a reprcsent <i.tive fron ~clr.lont County 
in the fi r st throaD1 tenth generJJ. assem
blies , 

vii . John, b , 1762, rn. Llizabeth De~·, r.!OVcd to 
Chilicothe, Ohio,in 1797. 

Viii , Tho,~as , b. 1768, n. Jane ~;:ylor (1766-1857) , 
was baried in 182) in Car~z, Chio . 

i x. ? a d&l{~hter -~no rn. a l '.r, ~·:eir ? 

All but Gcort;e arc linted in the father ' s will, 
<!long with the rri.fe, Rachel. 

,\ Geor ge Sharp was paid :117 / 15/0 for a t our of duty 
llarc!1 5 th.roui:;h April 16, 1782. A C-eor co Sharp un
~er ~ta:i.n David Reed was paid 1'5/ 5/0 for a tour 
of duty Jiarch 2 through April 2, 1782, 

Hanna shoh"S Gcoq;e Shorp of Hopewell t own.'Jhip who 
d . i n 1812 to have be t:m an elder in t he North Buffa
lo United Proobyterian Church . 

The Horn papers maps show C~orge Shilrp with 377 acres 
called "Gooseberry Hill" i n Hopc·..-ell townzhip on t he 
r.orth branch of BJ.ffalo Creek , Tr.mzactions pertain
i ng to t he land were in 1785 and 1789. 

He appo ars in the census recordJ for ·'a.shington Coun
ty in 17901 in 1800 (over !.i5) , rd in HllO (ove r li5 
with no children at home). 

>RGE .SHA:'lP (8), was b. ~n . 1757 i n Cur.ih:.1 \oMl C.o. P.?-

122 

~-.>-

\ 

n . J:rulY O~iC2~ cc.. l78G, and d. on October 17, 
l C!.io i~ w;,:11c County, Chio, r..r.d tras buried in 
r:rac)' c,;. ictcr-J, t\.;o :-iilc::i cast of A:~;>lc Creek. 

U<TJ (Office::-) .S:1cu-:-> i1.w b . in 1773 in D.lr-:bcrlc..;ci 
County, Fc:i.:,:>Jl·1 r...~a, the c!<:.i , o:: ':.ilJi<'.• a:1d ~iz
abeth ( ) Of::J.ccr. ·:!llli2.m (9, 1738?-lull) ::as n. 
rcsic!enfi:• Ty~onc to1;n::;:Up i:! that county, and :·ra> 
'1 priv:ite i;6, \:LO lth clMs, 5t~ bat"tcl.i on, : st cc;;.-

/ p :my of c._-.i;crln.--::.! Co-.:.nty militia. He :;cn ad i.:."ldcr 
Ca.ptair. Ja.-,cs !-'izher. 

T'ho cr.ilci~·o:-: o:: C-eorcc ond ~:ar-.f ( Of:'icer) Sha..--, 
1rere ( 7) • 

i . John. 
ii. :.:att:·.c·.;, h . 1796, n , JoL1n11a Tracy, r esided 

i:- · .. :~,-nc County, Ohio. 
iii • .'~"::·'.;.:; o. Si1~.r"O, n , l'.a:-g.:u-ct Cro3by, sec next , 

i v. Zl.czr.or; >:>. ilov, n . Ccor c;c !iacl-: eti:. o:n July 
25, 11'.,,~, l:i.vcd in 'r!:;;;nc Scu:ity. 

v. Geo:-i:;e , h . 1502, m. :::l:i::abcth ?luhar:. on l'. 
:·larch ~' 1 6;0, a.-:d c!. :..n 18537 ·t1a;;rne 
Count:'. 

·11. ::<Jncy, b , l fO\ rn , ;1obe:-t l!.:icl~ott on Oc't
obcr 16, J..326. AlGo of :.rc:;rnc Cou:r~:r. 

The "0." in Ja;·,er. 1na:1c could ve11 :·:ell he Offic<: r, 

Grxi :- r:: · . .;:is a "-u·:ier .:l!".ci wa:; a -.riv at0 :: n !1:'..s !':i.th0:- !; 

c.:or.i:)a..~. !!e i s listed i:1 :~cv cilu tio:i·l!J' so:c:. ers bur 
i ed i n Ohio . 

In t he cc!".;use s he arncars in \•/<i.::;!1ington County, 
Pe nnsylvc:.:.ia fror.i 1790 throufh llllO (in l ClO ·.nth 
seve:-cl children, incl udinr, Ja1c:; who was r.hen ~2, 
a.'1d nem- Geor ge , sr. and John Crosby. lie l·:as, in 
t he 1C20 <ind l UJO :-ecords for Z;:.::;t Union to1-mship 
of :/a:,r:ie County, O!"lio. 

Hanna :-c::o:·ts that the f ami.ly, as it came west from 
Hashin r_i::>n Cou:ity, ?e!'L"lsylvania, bought l and in h~1eel
inr. tc;msh.i.p, Dclr..ont County, Ohio in 1Co6 , . just south 
of Athens ·;:i.nd Short Creak to~mships of 11< ...... -rison County. 

l 2J 



fENNSYL VANIA 

Vll~G/NJ~ 

JAl-~S o. SHARP (7), was b. in 179€ in Washint;ton County, 
Pennsylvania, m. HA.f\GARET CH.OS3Y while in Pennsylva"lia_, 
r.ioved to WCJ\Y?lil County, Ohio in 18151 and d. in 1838 
in \.bester, Wayne County. 

liargaret {Crosby) Sharp was b. ca. 1794, the dau. of 
John and Sarah ( ) Crosby, and d. in 1848 in ~·Teyne 
County, Ohio. JOF.ii Crosby {8, 1739-1820) was a n.1tive 
of Pennsylv ~..n:i.a a.."1.d was a scrr;eant in the Chester. Boun
ty militia durinr; the A."lOrican :1.evolution. B-.r 1810 he 
appeared in the census for Hopewell township, :lashing
ton County, Permsyl v ani. a. His t·.rill was made !"ebru~J 
14, 1820 Md proved July 22, 1820. It lc.t't his planta
tion to his son \·lLlliam~ The DAR incorrectl.Y gives his 
death date as 182u. Sarah, "rlhen a Hi.dow, moved next . · 
door to James Sharp in Ohio, accordinG to the .18.30 cen
sus. 

The children of James o. and llargaret ( crosby) ~hnrp 
were (6): 

i. Hary M., b. 18211 m. Thowa.s L. rltsner and lived 
in Wells County, Indian.a. 

li. Elizabeth Snrah, rn. Ayers Knicht of Def'iance 
County, Ohio, in 16h6, d. 1877. . 

iii. Willian .!:•i be 1825, m. Sophia Heifer, .see next. 

Jalcs, in the 18~0 ccngus, was in. ~·Jop:;tcr towns.hip of 
:-1a:rne County, jU3t oouth of the t:o·.:in or ;·hcstcro In 
16)0 ho had moved tc ..::ast um.on toun:#hitJ·· t~1c: ril.rn . . '.• 
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shows his wife was in the decade bracl-;ct, ~tlar thim 
ho; thc~r had a con under 6 Oli.lliam P.) a.'1d two 
dm1ehtors between 5 and 10. · 

James W~B a fn.-mer, His wife died in 18!18. 

;YILLIAH P. Siilu1P (·6), was b. on October 19, 1825 in Wayne 
County, Ohio; r.i. SOPIITA ~LF.Ei1 in 1846 in .Ashland 
County, Ohio, and d.in 1909 in Ottumwa, Iowa. 

Sophin. (Helfer) ShCl.l"p was b. on Hey 2, 1829 in 
Ashland CoUnty, Ohio, the dau. of Christopher and 
r.ydia Helfer. She d. on scpte.-=ibcr 9, 1910 in 
ottu.-:n.;a, Iowa. 

W.:..lliL:I:'l ?o Sha.""? W<l.S a ~raveling saJ.esr::an and 
served ~riefly in tf:.c Civil .iar. 

:'he cb:.ldren o! :·Zillian P. a.""ld Sophia (Helfer) 
Shac-p uere ( 5) : 

i, ~ §.o, b. 181.t.7, r.1• Ha.rearct iltif1it, see 
next, 

ii. Ide.. m.w, b, 1857, d. lfo5, buriGd with her 
p<:.rents in Cttunwa cemetery. 

iii. ~ora. ~-..-na, b. 1€6o, d, 1565, buried with 
her p~cnts in ottu.':l...rn cemetery. 

iv. Hary, Pl. Charles 2. Tkiude of Ottu.-:&Wa.. 
v. __ , also a child vtlo G.ied yount;. 

!"ron t.'lie C.11:.ipnan Brothers 3io~:ra..,hical ~ .Q! :J:J
~lo County, ~for 
lbbl: 11 Lt. William P. 
Sh~~, a redde:it of 
Ottu.1.wa, and a,-, honored 
pioneer of ,fapello Coun
ty, c~e to this re gl.on 
at an early period in its 
hin t,ory ~d ha:J watched 
~ith interi$e interest nnd 
ple~-ur~ tho proeress or 
tho! remarkable chanecs 
which have t<!kcn ·place 

IO~'A 

. ' ~: .. MJ SS¢ i.J ~) .. ~''f'"'-•· ~. 
· .. · .. ,:~~ 

~n~c •. W.'1an a ynunz i:san he crossed the Father or Wa
ters J...'1d gnzed id th wonder and ad:llir:ition upon the 
beautiful country, with its fTeat possibilities, which 
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lay before him. 

"Mr. Sharp is a native of 1icoster, wzyne Count y, Ohio, 
and w a:i born October 5, 1825 ( Note : other r efe:-ences 
and tombs tone sa.r Oc tober 19, 182u) , his pa::-e!1t s bein e: 
James o. and l'ia.rgarot ( Crosby) Sharp, both na t i ves ·of 
Pennsylvania. They r or.oYed !"rom their nativ e s tate to 
Ohio in 1815 81'.d vcr e .u.iong t i1e early settlers in t:>:at 
locality. !'he cabins o f the pioneers ;;er e f <•w and :-ar 
betveen, and t h ey made the journey thither w:i. th te.ar.:s , 
cutti ng their WJY t hroug,1 he.:wy timber. Ani.d st th:.s 
ti.~ber t hey also s ettled, e r e cted a rude c abin, ar:d 
::on.-:i.enced to cl ear a spot of Q"o1 .. uu:1 • •• by i ncessant ir.
dustry they soon brought a fe w acr es ur.der cul t i v ation, 
and es tclilished a comfortabl e ho"1e. 1: 

(liotc: For rn;u-velous background on this area, r e aa Cc?:
rad Ric.'it cr ' s -tri /097 ·} 

"J a:ues O. and Mar gar at Shar;:i wer e t he parents of t hr ee 
;hildren, <ts follow:; : Mary bcc aMe the wif e o f Thomas L. 
ltfi s ner, -...tio w-as the Cou.~t:i· Clerk of hbl l:; Cot:.n t y fo'!' 
t;.~nty yoars , Sarah was t.-. e wife of Aye r-s Kni gnt o!' ~e
fLmce Count y, Ohio, and di ed i n 1877, and rfilli arn P. , 
our subject . 

''Ja;;:cs Sharp de parted this life i n l eJB at t he a r;e of 
forty ye u.rs . His wife, l':arearct, survi v ed hin ten 
years , pMsi nt; to her f'inal r es t in 18L8. · They were 
most ~~rths' and excellent people , hit;hly rcs~ected i :-i 
tho county where they r esided, and active ;n~bers of 
the Baptist Church. 

"Willi sm P. Sharp wos roared in hi.'J n at ive county, 
receiving c areful parental tro.!.nine and a fair ed
ucation i n the pioneer schools. 1he school build
ing:s nt that day and in t hat :;ection consisted of 
lo g cnbins ·..dth puncheon noors, and :il <ili3 ! or cell.ta 
mid dealts, supported cy poles f a.:i t er:ed in the };all. 
H.~ 1'llS fond of his books , nnd n!'tcr completing hio 
~ atud:!..es, entered Edinburg Acad61TIY at EC.in.-
~irg ( ) hherlf he took n thorough course, bo-
cmr.e q.inl.i f l od a.s a t eache r , nnd followed this 
occupation for soroe tirno· llf'terva:rd. 

"At tho ago of oll?bteen y oors ho l."i'.3 e:::pl oY.,--d !l3 a 
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cl erk i n a renerlll store i n t he t ow:-1 of Coneres s , 
Wayne County, 1;~ti.ch posi lion he occupied for two 
7ca:-s fo l l c winc, when he returned t o hi s f ather ' s 
homes t ead a'1d -remained for about thr ee years. 

"The r:iar:-i.a ge of '.,J.lli am P. Sharp ar:d Hiss Sop!U.a 
Helfer W!l.'l celebrated in l e·l16, a t the r esi dence of 
her pcrcnts i n hehl. 1.1.l':rl C..'"'\lnty, Or.io . Hrs . Sh<J.r:i 
h"<J.n :.he dau ri1te:- o: Chr i s topher and Lydi a Helfa:-, 
nati'Vo!l of Pennsylvania, i;ho el::i f.!' atec t o Ohio at 
.:i.-i e:::::r day .:in:i s:iared, i n co:i.010!"! wi th t hei r f ellow 
pio~sers , t he privations :::.nd h~cshins incident to 
the early s e ttlement of th~t S '-a~e . 

•I;: ::..2U3 !~:-. Sha.-,1 :dt.h ~~s ;;i !'P. 1·c:-..cvcd to 1 :-:tli ar.a 
and l ocated i n mi: f fton, ;.,·ei::s C.1~ :-: .. :i·. 'i'hcr e he 
pur sued t he occuoation of a clerY. in a ceneral :itcre 
f or two 7e ;;rs , ater which he r ett:::-r:ee to his r.a :-.ivc 
s t a t e a~d enrared in the s ale of boots ;;.r.d shoes . 
He t hen re t u r ned to hi s f orr..cr r i:?::::..dence in I nC.iana 
re:r-.ci..r.inB there U!';t i l 1856, ·.71-=;i · p r c:1oved to '.:Ja-i
vill e , I o;;a , ;md t wo :1cars 1<1;,cr ::-=e i r. t o ~~·.:..-r..a . 

"nr. S..1a:rp t hem stcrtcd u b:'l:it.- a:.--d- sho c :it or e :!.r. 
-chc city' and ,,-:;.s en~(il[C:t i n t h.'i.:i cer;2:'tncnt er 
t r :ide until 1852. Af't~r 7.he ileb5llion hcl r~-,oo::s-:1.
t nt.etl on urge:it call for t r oopD for \:.l: tl preocr:>r..
t.ion of t he Union, whon !fir. Shar p, l ;;:r"ing B.!rl.d! ~1i s 
p er son;:;J. i n t.crc:-;t :; , voll::itccr cd his ser;-i cos t.o hi:i 
co .mtr:; , a::id r.n:i stcd j n C.:-;i :>ilJ'\"'' If J{,:;!1 J o:;a Vol;1:i
tf'":" Ir.:"witr / . They "1:-:;t r r.r:::ic ::vo·.: 3 ~ci nt Keokuk 
for b;o nonths and t.hcn ;:ir occedod to :.:cnton Bar -
r acb, St . l.oui ::; . They were soon orde red to !fo l 
ena , Ark an:; '1!l , Md }J-. Sh<trp ••.:is de t tll e<i fo:- eua..-d 
duty . !!e only served about one yco.r , as t he ex
posu:c and hardship incident to a soldier ' s li f o 
undem.incd his cons t itution, and be co:ning unabl e to 
fu.J.f'ill his dutie3, he was compelled to abandon his 
po::it and r eturn home , r eceivine hio discharge on 
account of disability. He hM :"l<f 'ICr reco-,.eroC: fro:11 
tho effect.1 of ~ lifo, nnd s t i ll :ruffc r!'.l fro;n the 
hardships 1lhlch he endur ed . Durin e his br"lcf exper
i ence as a s oldier he received t he encomiums of his 
supe r1or off icer :; f or duty bravely ?erformed . 

''Mr. Sha..)) ):as employ_ed as a trav eling salos nla.n for 
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about t wenty )'eara, and i n that tin:e has !!13.cie macy
ttips f'rom &>ston to St. Lou.is , while tran-;acting 
a l arge ruinunt of business in the i ntcrvenine ci t ics . 

"~'.!' . Sharp went i nto t ho a!'"ll'\Y a Democrat, and new 
raay be classed a.s o.'1 i ndependent Hepublican, E::.s 
aim is to vote f or the best man and best reasuroa 
without regard to party . 

11Soci.ally he belonr;s to the I .o.o.F., with wl':ich he 
haz been connect ed for a nericd of t hirty-seven 
years. He be came a roember of the Woo::iter (Ohio) 
Lodge No . lt2 in 1850, and upor. his removal in Ind
i ana 1d. t hdrcw from this , and was transi'en·ed to 
Bluffton Lodge 1:0 . lu2, arterward becoming a men:
ber of the Chbrity Lodge Ho . 56 at ?low Lon.ion, a.rd 
after cordng to Ottu.-;n..·a he joined Ottu.rn«ra Ledge :tto . 
9, and has been a delc eate to t he s e3sior.s or tr.~ 

Oram Lodge of the Uni ted States. ~o was C..-a.nd 
Master of the State of Io.,.a i n 1 868-69, Grand Pat
riarch i n 1872- 73, and Grand Reprscntati.ve in i871-
72. 

"Mr . an:l ~lrs . Shm-p bec"1<!e the p orents of ti ve 
children, only t;."O of whom are i i ving; Osc<lr F.., e. 
jewel.er of Ccntervi-1le, Appanoose County, 1 01.;a, a:'tl 
Mory, t he wifo of Charles E. Bou.de , ticket age~t of 
the C.R.I. & P. R. R. Three children died in c.;.rly 
childhood, The far.tl.ly residence is plcasa..-itly lo
cated at No. h37 ~a.st Fourth Street and during a 
resi dence of t w nty- ei g.fit yoar3 in Qttur:r .. ra, Hr. a.11d 
Mrs . Sharp have occupied an er.viable ro.si.tion i n 
t he com:mrnity and enj oy in the hi che:;t deeree t he 
respect of a l arge circle of .friends and acqutim.
ances." 

1-tv aunt, Hargarot (Shai.-p) Tot'-'1eson r ecalls that 
William P. Sharp was a very l ar!,'C man and that 
Sop.ua was a v ery little h'Oman. 

From Ros.tar £.! Io~ Voluntee!l'..t. ~of R~~E.;.. 
"Sh!U'P~am ~ ar,e 36, r ·e:iidcncc OtL<un:.·a, nn'Ti
ivicy Ohio. Appoinl:.ed_ 2nd lt. tn 0.1st 7, i t·62 . 
~itl3tered /Jlc;ust 23, 1eo2. Resie;ncd Juno 2, ll363 0 n 

I . . 

l'he 36th I nfa..-it..-y "t:as from ooutheast lo'Wa illido:r 

128 

·, 

Color.cl C.llo.rles 'fl• Kittredi:;e of Otturrr,::i. It went 
to l '.cn9i1i s, 'I'ennessce, to ~Ielena, .~:kMsas, then to 
Little :tocl; •. Tile line officers of cor:ipany H. were 
c::.rt:tln Jo:m 3. Hri r;ht, 1st Licutcna.11t William .!I. 
ca.irton, and '2nd Lieutenant \.Ji.Diam Po Sharp. 

The: lueO Wanello County, Iowa, census for Center 
t01.;nship, 3rd ;;ard, Ke:;t Seccnd 3t::-ee't ga\'e : 
"Sharp, '.·!i.lli.:-y' P. , a Ge 5u, cor.'tlercial trwel er, 
ill with p):'lysic bronchi t i s , born in Omo , his 
father born in Pemsylvania ar.d his mother also 
born in Pern1sylv ania, His wife, Sofia, ace 51, 
born in Ohio, her parents born in Penr.s-.rl v ania, 
Li.\'i nc;: with t h em wer e thei r daur;ht e::-, r1:ollie 
M, ~ ::?...-:d l~er h·cisband, Charles E, 'Bowrl~ and two 
o~'1~r Bou.des. u 

Ti1q l;i.tcr lived at 437 :::ast ~urth Skc.:it, a..'1d that 
hcuse still sta.:"L~s. 

To:r:b:;t.o:rns in the Ottumwa ccr.iet e:y read : 11:-ftlli am 
P. Sn~rp, 1821.i- 1909, Sophia Sharp, 1829-1910, I da 
;;cy, 1857-1865, and -F'.l.or;:i ::IT.la, 186o-:i.865." 

Sopr.i a (Helfer ) Sha.I?' s deat!1 cer tificate : 11born 
J;zy 2, 182? in Ohio, died ,:;eptember 9, 1910 in Ott
U.":°;~;a, of bu--ns on 7/es 0 r her b ody. 11 She ;.-:is burn
:'..ng t :-ash at t~e tine. 

OSCJ1..'~ H. S!L<\.'U' ( 5), was b. Hay 20, 1847 i n ·,;aync Cour-.ty, 
Ohio, m. ?1.AP.GA.11ET· \oJRIGHT in 1 869 in Ap;anoo:ie Coun
ty, Io11:i, ~id d. !-ia.-ch lll, 1917. He i s buried i n 
the Ot'v~ ... '11':·1.'.! ccl'\cte.ry. ile wns a j ewcle'· :i. n Center
ville, App.moose County, Iowci. 

J!a:•r;arct (' .. ':·.it~ht) S:'1arp w:is b . on February 2e, 161.i) 
in ·..:arrcn eou.nty, I~diana, the dm . of J ohn B. and 
i:::.i.~:iboth (1'1.rjuc) h'rir;ht. S.he d. on Au(,us t 15, 
1912 in :.: . .:rton, rJ.na County, ',/ashington. She i s 
buri ed in the Tacoma cenetery. 

?he children of Oscar JI. and Margaret ( ',triaht) 
Sh:i.rp were ( h) : 

i. '!"l·.:i.nk W., b. ;rUJ.y 7, 1871, Stella Johnston, 
-:s-cc next. 
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ii. !!arry \-i, , a ti-:in to ::'ran.'<, U!l."1<!:7icd, d. i.'1 
'i'acoma, dash::.ncton-. 

iii . '..zi.llian C,y::i.J.:; , b. Octobc:::- 31, l f.77, ~..... Dvr 
t ha lic:.:J..roy, d . J.:u:uary fi, 1920 o:: .:l.i w
betis. 

The S1arps had a cottace on Vashon Isla.;d where ~·1arg
are t died. l·t' father vi sited them there in 1912. 
on our 1967 visit t o J.larsaret ( Shar p) Tonneson, of 
Seattle, and her dau[hter, Harcia, of Vashon Inl~, 
we saw the cottage. 

The twin, Harry, worked for a railroad, msy heve 
worked in his rather' s je-..:ell7 store . Ho cc:ue an:i 
ft~nt and llij' f ather's recollection is t hat "Uncle 
Harry appeared out of no~-here for a vi sit, t hen 
left the house ostensibly f or a trip do~n tc~~, 
only to ~apponr until he turncl up for a."lOth
er aurorice visit 11 yem: or s o l atar / 1 HY a11:!t 
Ma.tear-et t.\rl..nka he died m-ou.nd 1930 in the vic
inity of Ts.coma, Wa3hington. 

• 

FRAllK \.JRIGHT SHARP (Ii), was b. on July 7, 1871, a t1rin 
in Ottumwa, I owa, li"19 srz..u .. HAlJD Jom;sroH in 189'1 
in Ottumwa, and ct . en FUbrua.7 15, 196o in nouston, 
Texas, while visitin[; a dau[;hter . 

stella (Johnston) S.i-iarp was b . on November 6, 187 J 
in Ottumwa, the dau. of Allen and llizabeth ( Wi..lcy) 
Johnston, and d , on Hay 5, 19h5 in Seattle , WMh- . 
inr;ton, while on a visit . She i s buried in Ottumwa. 

The children of Fr.::nk w. and Stella (John3ton) 3.harp 
we re ( 3) 1 

i. Hai·i;aret, b . Jamiar-J 29, J.899, m. 1) D.l..'<e 
Tonneson ca. 1920, was divorced, m11 ?.) 
Richard J. Brehm in 1 969 . She lives in 

ii. 

ill. 

iv. 

Seattle. 
Allen io~lcy, b . Septc..11ber 1 7, 1900, "'·• l·!ary 

Al C::.n a Bonnifield, see next. 
Jo9-n H. , b. 1903, m. Detty cro;.:n Of Scotts ' 

B.lu.rr, !leb raska, lives in -Ottm:wa. 
Helen, b. Aucu:;t 16, 1910, m. 1) Adri.'.l.!1 

LaD::ltll and 2) . liko David, divor ced both, 
li•rcs in !!ous t.on, Texas. 

v. Angeline , b o February IJ 1 1919, m. Arthur 
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:·:oc~ r:.d f e , lives in Al t.'.l :,ol'lla, ?e.xas . 

vi , .ili~abcth, b. April 22, 1921, n. Rus sell ~. 
Schlor:r, ~ patent attorney, lives in 
!Icuston, '!'cxas . 

;.'ra..'11< c:nd Stella Sharp, 'fSY' grlll"..dp:i:-ents , lived 
at L03 11. }jarion Street,. Ya steep hill in ottu.t1wa. 
Thio house ~is across the otr eot from t.ho b ;.>.ck 
door of t he Allen Joluiston home nt 531 11. Cou.-t 
Street. l.iOJ was a t wo story y el.low clnpbo.'.l?'d 
bun~J.ow and was btd.lt for the?:! by the llohnatons . 
I soont ll1lch tilr.s s.t the Shai"pa. rior the first 
illrce ycarz of rv life , wo live:! i.."l the upstnirs 
of th:? .ich."l.Ston house. After ·.re 7l:lVCi:i into ti:e 
Bonr.il'ield hou3C: -Pa freq.iently spent Su.nd.ay a!
tor ;:ico:r...s 1.:i. th Gra."1.d.father ru1d Graru!.7..0t!'Jer ...mile 
o ;:- pa:-ents pla;ycd g:ild. I "n"Sll r e:..-::e.-ci>er t...'"1-
cycli~g around t:ie neif]lborhood. 

?rar.k S::a..-p :·1as sales manager f or t.'ie J ohnston
Sh a.."')J ?~::..":'.l:'acturine Co:npa..;y, ;;hie!'? ;:ireceded the 
Joiw~ton La;;n Hoh~r Conp;:;ny . 

S1ortJ.:,- art.er b:--c.:ld..n~ u~ hcu5ekr.:epin.s ca i:a-:."ion 
Str eo..:. and mving to Seattle, Gran~ther Sha..-p 
died. In f act, I r emember that H;:iy 5, 1945 clear
ly for it i.:as also t:1e deat h aata of F'r<mklin D. 
Roosevelt and the funer al dirges on the r adio 
played upon the ner ves of ~ parents. Stella 11D.S 

crom;.'.:.ed and the ashes were bur led in t i1e Ottumwa 
cer.ieter-1. 

Gr .:md.fa'ther Sharp t hen wandered about between 
Seattle , Ott\L-:r.·:a, and Texas , and, like his twin 
· ... rother , appeared rui.d disap;Jea.-ed wi.t!1out notice . 
nu wa:; 85 when he died in Houston i :i 196o. 

G:- .::.i:<lr..other Si1arp attended Weste1·n College for ; . .b
r.on in cY..for d, O:U.o . Si1e was t!:o ccn.:::i.loe;iot of 
hc:r i;c:1c::-<!.t:io:i, but n:;r mcr.ior:i. es are of bein(! quite 
:.:ored ;..~e:icver ::;he t::-ied to tell ne where i;reat
aur.t ::;o-:md- :?O 1-:a..s buri.ed0 M1at she wrote don."'1 
;.;c:.s in. note for:n only. 
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ALLEN idLE! SHARP (.3), was b . oh Septor.iber 1 7, 1900 
in Otturrrwa, I oi..-a, ti. MARY ALCI !IDA OONUI F'IELD on 
September 17, 19251 and li vcs in Ottum"1a. He i s 
an inventor r.:1. th 8 patent:; in his na...-,e. 

?!D.:"".f ilc:ioda ( Bonni.field) Sharp 1""13 b. on l.p:-1.l 
22, 1901 L11 Ottumwa, the dDU , of l<i.lliam Bcru:ion 
a.'1d Lizette (Near) Bonnifield. 

Their children (3) arct 
i. Yir ginia, b . 1927, m. Tnornton ~ooper, see 

nro..-t . 
ii. Allen Bonnifield, b . 1930, r.t, Mary Louise 

Daine. 

Allen s:. e.rp grew up din a house at the ton o !.' s t een 
Marion Street hill, a house built for them by his. 
i;randfather , Allen J ohnsoon. He c;raduated fro:n 07-t
umwa Hirh Scheel and ut tcnded I owa State Collei:;e at 
Ames, where he was a ncmber of Si f;l!la Alpha Epsilon 
fraternity. He completed all t~e requiremer.~s in t~e 
mechanical enQ.neerinc; curriculi::n, but fail ed to r e
ceive his diploma, havinG t hou [flt his exc·.i se :'::'o:-: 
physical education for an appencc ctcnzy- would suffi ce 
all four years. lie was infor ned that he could have 
the B. s. if he would r un around the track for a qu arter . 
but chose to E;o home empt y handed, 

He then took a job at the R and i! Lawn Mower Company , 
near Riclu11cnd, Ind., for a short time and returned to 
Ottumwa to work for his f nther in the Johnston Sharp 
Pressed Ge~ Conpan:r, The denression and t he d...-oug:.t 
of 1935- .36 caused rough yea.- 'J· for the company, but hs 
p;;-oduct, the Johnston lawn l!'.o;;er , enjoyed an e::cel lent 
reputation, · 

!-tr rather was L,tereJtcd L, .flyini; at an early a c;e and 
durinc; his yea.is at t he lawn !:'.0:-1er company providec 
free 'Jen·ices n akini; ~arts for airplanes in need oi' 
repair at the tunicipal ai_rport . In return fo r this 
he '.r.J.S to 1r eccive flyinc lesso:1c., but ;~or. he Gt:1rLcd 
the=:t, inst allation of t!ie u. · S, N3': al Air St;:i.tion in 
19~2 put a stop to civiliAA fly:i.:1c;. iJow that r'ornr~r 
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naval d.r st.:ti o'.1 i::; t.hc ::;ccne each Labor Day o f t !1e 
n;;.t:.o::O: ''",t:.cr..:e r.i rp I :inc !'ly- in, ;.::rich ':<,j f ather 
thoroi.:.rUy o .. jvys . 

'I"ne JcrJ1.n:.on :.:i.wn !·.o ~.;i 'l ' Con;:i.'.JJ'\Y event uall y !:Old out 
to the .T:i.cobccn Cor 11or:1ti o:i o f ::{a cine, a!id l ater r .ov:?d 
i ts e:".±.tre opc:-:-.tior. to 3rookhaven, }!issi:;:;i p;:ii. Al
l er. S'lr..;·p beca-,e he nrl o !' the e:qieriment~l desi gi dept . 
at " he Jar!<cr Poul trJ ::c;uip:ncnt Com;:iany i n Ot twr...;a in 
19h..2. .::nct rc;,:linerl iii t.11 the::i until 1962, when t he one
:ic.n cc~p.::_-~ vc:d. out to Watc~a.J Fen. 

Fo:lowi --.3 i>.::.s r.o:,i ~:it.I on fror. Barker, r:;,· :atter :;as 
l o<:- :;pir:. ':.ed a::; he c!icl not t hi:1k he coul:i re-locate a :. 
ahe 62 .:i.::d said he di dn 1 t eve:i reel he could understand 
a fi:-'Jt cours e in c ol I r. / '.C physic'J at that point . 

A Delaware co!':!;;a.-i.r '.1.-i r. rill t oo happy to hire him as a 
con::;;:.lt~-,t :.!e:;i cner .-1n 1 he <Jet up a new o:'.'ice a t 2nd 
anc l·:c:..:i~r. in ctt•l:llw.• . In about a year or t ·.:o he c:ia.'1t;ed 
hi:; <:.~'::.::..:.ti~:'. :.o tho C.:l.ir.esvi lle l'onlt::J· Co:>.?.'.lr.Y c !" 
Ga:.:1es-:i:le, ::-co:- gi.a, rnr ;.t.1om he dcsi ;::;r.ed a ne w rub-
ber fi?:f,cr ( :or pick.int: c:U.cken f eathers), \..-hie!"! i s ::ow 
bei=i r, na.":ufactu:--cct i n C:r:dur Ra;Ji d :; anri i s sellini:; 1;ell. 
i!e <ilso C:oes othr.r rio:i ! t'llS :."or t hem. 

3o :it t;1c ac:c of (i 9 ltern i s a !'ortunate r es ou:-ceful "'-'l!l 
who rath2r r.::an beinr: r i:t.l red i s renaiPi r. G \·ery pro
:iu ct :. ve, 

Alle:1 .:11, :·;;:i_-y Al cinrl:1 ( Bonni '.'i cld) Sha:-!1 were hi~ 
!.' Chool s;:cethc;)...- t,:1 :i;·d 1.lton c;h they atter.rled rii f fe r cnt. 
colleccs rn~t.:·;,cd to 01.L11M1·ra to r1a.:- r1 er. Se-it.e::-.bcr 17, 
192), hie t ·.>ct.',y-- 1'i!'l.11 Id d.hrlcy , .3:1e ·,: .,_:; ?!: . 1'hc:1 
l'lndc t.hcir fir :;t t wo h,.1:11 ~ ::; i n the ups ttlrs of relat iv e s 1 

honei: . 

fro!'! 1925 to 19 JO they J 1 ved in the Allen Johns ton 
home at 531 !1. Court :111rl rror.t 19)0 to l ?IU. in the Wil
li oi~ 3, 3:- :1:uf.:.c1d homr1 at 121 ! . • Jc ffc:-son. At last 
in l ?)U. > with the heJ r of .::m !'".II.A. l oan they. were 
.:ible r.o bc.ild at 1))10 II . Van Buren, on a heavily 
~:oodcd :ull:r l ot o f nn:irly an acre , The house i3 
a n odificd Gcor e;i .'.111 .:;ty l n antl 1 .-indscapinc h:i.s been 
the:.:- ho!;jT/ for tho twnnt:r-eir,ht years they have 
lived t!1erc .; 
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My brother, ALLEN OON?-!I '?'!ELD SHA:lP, w.:is b. Hey 21.t, 1?30 in 
Ottumwa, Iowa, m. on Aur,ust 5, 1952 ~!ARY I.CUBE DAr?lE, 
da>,>.. of Dr. Hanton and Dorothy Daine, in Ar.ios, Iowa, 
and resides in Ottumwa. 

Their children are: 
i. Julie Rae, be August 7, 1953 in Ottunr..ra. 
ii. Daine Allen, b. August 21,, 19 5S in ottumw'14 

ill. Daniel Lee, b. August 14, 1957 in Ott'..t.'!n-:~ 

Allen graduated from Ottumwa Hith School in 19h7 a."ld 
from Iowa State Collere in 191J7 with a B. S .• in mecl't
ani.cal enr,ineering. Ile was a mcnbe.r of Si~a Alpha. 
Epsilon. Mary also attended Io·wa State ll.'ld had one 
year at Iowa Univorsity-1 was a meml:ier of Gamma Phi 
Beta. 

Allen was in the AROTC in collece and as a 2nd lieut .. 
enant reported to Sher.zy-a Island, two r.ti.les by four · 
miles, at the far end of the Aleutian chain. Hary 
went with hinl, returninb in 1953 for Julie 1 s birth. 

J,amentably, I was in Europe at the time Allen and 
Mary were married and so missed the wedding of rrr;r 
only brother. 

Allen "WOrked for idnger Ha.-ruf acturinr Cor.ipany in 
Ottumwa and had a home at J05 E. Penmzylvania. They 
now live at 1511 N. Jefferson, around the corner. 

In 1963 Allen patented several inventions: a remov
able box which can be unloarled f1mm the semi-trailer 
by controls in the cab and left forYefilli.ng or un
loading, then ¢.eked up later, a vi:t>rating nat trur.k 
bed which makes it possible to transport and unload 
fertilizers 'Which h~ formerly 11 g..umed ·up"· the. wo:-ks 
of conveyor systems, and a car crusher. He fomed 
a corporation with Joh Kneen a;; salesman, called 
Al-Jon and rented a ractc•cy at the old Ottumwa Naval 
Station, now the nunicipal airport ~d :J.ndustrial 
center. 

T\le Al-Jon bu:Jiness and received pltblicity in the 
Ottumwa Courier and the Dqa ?loincs 3,egister 3:11d. re
ceived a letter .t'ro111 Lady llird Johnso.1'.1,, .. in connection 
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with he~ bemitif'y .America project. The car crusher 
is thiJ big n:::-ociuct and they have placed N.fty of·them 
m th scaven~r companies as of this writing. 

His wus not the first car crusher, but was the first 
one to be pol4table~ .fitting ... Jithin hichway limits f?r 
size of load. T'nis enables a scavenger company to in
·vast i!'l one, then go about from jun.~ yard to. j~ 
yard. The crushed car is is approximately s~x inches 
high ond 72 inches wide and of a length var.(.l.ng with 
the orif;Lrtal size or the car. The profit for the 
operator varies with the r.iarket value of scrap metal •. 

One o~ Allen 1 s employees appeared on the 11\-Jhat 's }zyo 
Line!?" television show a few years ago. 

I, ~JIRGir:IA SJIA.~P, was b. Aur.ust 29, 1927 in Ottur:tira, Iowa, 
ri. ~n Feb1-U~J' 9s 1957 in Ottumwa Tl!ORNTON EOOPER. 
rt• nu.'7:bers are h8J-2h-9155 (social security), 119-
ltS98 {Kaiser l·:edical. Clinic), M61108J (driver's lic
ense), 7561 (Co-op Grocer.{ member), 1108-2h8-9639 . 
(telsptone nur.~er), 95051 (zip c?de), and 75;8 ~bi
cycla license nu...~ber), for such is our wa:y OL life 
in 1969. 

Thor~:.On and I have three boys (1): 
i. Douglas AD.en, b. 1958 in Wichita, Kan3as. 
ii. Charles Lytton, b. 1960 in Wichita, Kansas. 

iii. Stanley iJilson, b. 1962 in Denver, Colorado. 

I Gr::lduntcd from Ottu::wa Hif.}1. School in l?J!5 and 
received ~ B~ s. in horticulture from Iowa 3tate 
Collese (now Iowa State University) in 19li9. I am 
a riei:ibcr of Kappa Kappa Gamma. 

After gr3duation I 'WOrked in Chicar,o ~t a li1;hograplzy' 
studio which did work on the Sears Roebuck catalor;, 
at. the Chicaco Natural History 1-h.iseum as secretary 
to the Chief Cu~ator of Botany, at the Continental 
Illinois ?fational ·Bank as a credit investicator ar4:l 
for Kcinr:er Insurance as a personnel assistant. 

11hil c workint; iri ChicafP I ::!hared apart:nents 'W'i th 
other f;i.rls at 1532 N •. Wieland (near North A~cnue 
and Wells, then down-and":'out, now qldte fas~onable), 
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and at !:O ~ • .::J.m Street (near Lake l::i.chifM). 

In 1 952 I cnrdtwo Chicar,o friends, J.l<Jrgot Copeland 
(now JI.rs . ?iewsom) and JoA.""l..• l·hlford (no;; Hrs. French) 
and my c;i.rlhood churi, Janet Fi edler ( now !:rs . Goed
ecke) toured furonc for t ;;o r.-.onths. 1ve l·:ent ev er on 
t.he very ol d M. v-. Gcorcic and returned on the Q.:ecn 
Hary. ·,:e tried bj:cycling ;..i. th little success <!I'.d 
r-.any lait:-is , the:i tro:.velcd i n Scotland, :Jelr;'-u~, 
lietherlands , Gcr:-:arzy-, Au::;tria, It.:Uy, S:d.tzerl<md and 
?ranee . ilo wor e not on a tour end took plenty of 
time just t o sit arour.ct wi th a cl ass of wine or beer 
and enjoy t he local citizenry . .:e came bac:< with 
so- so slides , depleted bank account.s, and i-:ondcrrul, 
~onderful menorios. 

Thornton and I were ncrried at the F'ir s t Presbj~c:-i ::i.n 
Church in Ot::.w:ua, with a trci.nlo:u.I of Chic:ico ::-:..er.ds 
in atter.d.?~'1ce, and took a i·:eddinc trip to ::cw OrlC·"..•s . 
Our first home was an ap~t;::::n':. over a clru r; s t ore i n 
l!insd2J.e at 3li Vi llai;e Plac"! , .. e were thirt.y feet 
from the :,ilizzini; Bur) inbkin trains ·,:hich ha.:i us sit
ting strci.i;ht up in bed in stark terror. 

Our r.ioves went i s r..ostly T'norr.ton 1 s soor.r. 

Our first son, DoufJ.a.s, was born April Ii , 1958 in 
Wichita. I wis as surprised as Great - r.ranCr..other 
Johr.::;ton 1.-as i n 1873 to see the doctor hold C:-:) a 
red- haired bab-.r. Thornton Kas a very pr oud f athf?r , 
proclaidne that live be c;ins at forty , Our s econd 
bo7, Chz.rles, was born Eay 5, 196o in t he s:;.T,e ho~ 
pital , T:le third, Stanl,cy, H.:-..S born April 3, 1?62, 
in Denver ;..~th Thornton present in the delivery r oom, 
as we ,.,'ere for tunate in livinG near t;.'O d :)ctor s who 
had a nourishing natural childbi rth practice. 

OfF and on I have flirted :,':i.th art lessons, ·alw<\[s 
receiving encoura(lemnet. from t ho teo.chers, but have 
yet to buckle do wn and accomplish the ta::;!{, 

J.!y l ov e of reei.onal and othe r hi:;tory l ed t o r,ene:.Uo py 
and t hat in turn l ed to bei :-ir. r•:·cr.ir!cnt. of t.hc: S:int.a 
Clara Count y lli:;tori c,J..l and C%.> r.11alc ;-::. .~ru. Society for 
two years (1965-1966), I r.::i . f'inall:: :·oali zi:i i:; ·l't·oi:1 

· the enthi..isi.:i.!ltic turncnts at 0 .1:· r-,,otinc; tr.at cur
iosity Wout onc 1s f;r. i ly history is <;l n.:itural state. 
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