
JOH11 SHARPLES -
1. J Clfr! J~.J~. ?T 3 , 01· 11.rthe1·ton , in t'.e minty of Chester , Eri. 1:- nd , 

r::;·r~i · J c-ne Lco1·(: , ol 1i·c; s <.,u,c p l o c e , in 1662 . They had seven 
c hi ld1·cn 1· i th -.-. . ~1or.i t hL· y emb<:.rr.ecl 1'or A1nerica on t he Friendship 

' . "I . , ·1 . P ... ~ ' pre cc:r:~ n c: . 1 .1 1·1 .. _ enn [•.)OD1.. rour 1r1onths , t(: e~' be i ng s orr'3 of -l:he 
f i rnt BCt tJc·1·~· of h i :· ne w province o f Per.nsylvsn ia. They l rnded 
a t U9land , lc:i t e 1· nuPed Che s ter , on lltJune l 6S2 , <'1 1 exc ept 'f ti orr.c.:.s , 
·-ho died o n th e:: v1c.. t ,.:J: . Ph ebe '"a s uorn a t !.lea r emo l'e , Jolin c""G Black-
...: n11c:.l l , c.nd t iie rc .:~t a t Eatherton, i n Cheshire . Whe n t hey l eft 
En ·L nd , Fb ebe ~·:rf n w12t 19 yeers of age , J chn 1 6 , Thomas 14, 
J :- , 11 c r; i ·' , C : 1 e i) Si , J ~.,lt: 6 , J o s e p h !t . 

TlH"!:.r tr:»~{ uµ pnr+ o f the land pur.:~\rn s ed by Willi am Penn on Ridley 
C::: e.~k , r- DO'X"v tr.o 1 • • il,: 8 N'.; f:c rnn Ch , st t.: r, v:tere t ·.ey feJ.l ec: <.:. J.:~ l'["C 
tl'f-:c' . < nG. t:;o~ s r:(; l t · r c.:.r:. onp· t:-;e t·,owd1s t hereof <itou t sj_x weeks , 
i -; v.'.i c}_ ti'i.e fr.ey ..j Ui lt P. C8bin , against a roc k , wh ich a!ls we r ed f o r 
t (·: .· c »i. rnr1l' ~ 1 .:1 c. d :: , ;, ,- -... c ont: s tll c-: dote of tl~ e ; e c. r '"hen the 
cabin ·:oi; built, 16fj2 , in \'1h ich they d\•.re lt ur..til 16E. &, hnvi n ~ con­
r·t··"'.'c t · : t -. , - t·V;J':' i>i .. :·~ li.J :; tor.e '011.·e etout 150 f e..:; t fr c:·11" th:- rock 11• 
'l'l:f,; fl , n t tl1e c n'oi '.l lJy i l:f r ock , tl1ey all d i ed , except t h e niot .e:· 
·· ~., t. '·: ".) :_ot:!· . Son Jo f~,=~~ h, ,.,: J3n of" e5e , 1Juilt t· .. ei r second d\•,rell i nr; 
11.Jusc in 168e c::nd s even1l others in the ne i e;h bo r '.1oom , v l l two- s to1'Y, 
t '1 V.'i.:ll c ')r ;.;tJ. c , f ror:: : c.'.'' rT:' ;, fe1!: hundred fe .. : t from t he h,,:_i s es . 

Thei r one t hous8 nd acres we r e in thre e tract~ one a t Ri d l e y Ci-e e% wh er e 
tr:-' :~ :.> t ~·~ttlcd , 01e i '.1. Ui d,:le tov•n and one i n Pro vi dence. 

J ohn ;Jhrnp J es, b Wynbunbury ~ Cheshire, En,~:l<-nd, 15Augl 624 ,d Chester, 
Pe~n lllpril l6~5 , m 27Feb16t2 in E~gland to J ane hloor b 1638 7 d 
1 Sep tl722 . (.John ' s sL:> tei·s : Rebecca Caudwe ll,d 25Febl703 , d <' t 72 , nnd 
1.l:..:._ i!. l liB d .?6F'eb l 703 e t 75 yea rs). Their chi ldren were : 

Phebe ll 20uct1Gu3, 6. 2 Aprill685 , unm. _ 

J ohn b 10Nov1G66 , d 9July1747, m 23Augl 692 to Hannah Pennell , dnu 
~~u w1'"L ,_ 111 .• ;-i :- .. :i.; ~- (E:i::: .. c.lson )Pe nne l l , of Eng l a nd. H:.:,!'J.nah b 23Ju l y l 6 73 1 

-] .• •·1 71 . ,_ 0' a.' l •" y '-" :: . vL: v _ o _ :.. v ~ "... '"" • 

Tb o1nas , b 2Nov166& , d at sea l 7May l 6S2 . 

J c: mes .G 5J c.~ nl 6 70 , d c LJ 1746 , m t:u i·y Edge 3J anl 697/98 

C:.i. l eb, b 22Febl673 , d 17July 1686 nt Ridley . 

J o.ne J l ) June1676 , d '::>('.S• ~-... 1" ,... h - , •• , . ... OC>J ' t s : dley . 

2 . j 0..:::J~Vii SHAt.PL£S , b 2SSept l67S , a. Spr ing of i z57 i n Mid·:!letown Twsp . 
o . a t EritherLon , Cl:enli il .; , E.::~0lcnd . rn Lydia ewis 3ltha rl704 a t Hev­
a rfo r d Fr iendc ~ tg . Lydic b 6Mnrl683 in Glamorg~ nsh ire, ~a le s , d 
1763 ~nc · -.~·, d2u ~~ · l pb e n d fAr. r y Le ··Y is of Treverig , Vla l es. ·rheii- ch : 

Snsa nn <_, b 1705 m Joseph Chamberlain 

J osc 9h b 1707' ll'l !:.b r y r~· le 

Bec j :·,1n in u 1709 



. . . ·· ; . 

----------------------

Snmuel b 7Dec1710, m Jane Newlin, dau John and Mary(Woodward)Newlin 

L:rdie:1 b 1713, m John Mc...::tin 

~cthon b 1715 m Hnnnah Townsend 

Jane b 1718, m Jocob Pyle 

Ab1"aham b 1720,, m Ann Young 

Jncoo b 1722, m Ann Jlakey 

~illitw b 1725, m Auignil Sharp 

3. BE~!JA~HN SHA~1FLE8 b :?G:rovl ('05 in Nether ProvidencG T":p, d. 1~1~t'_:i:l i'c0, 
1·~1 .!.l~i·~~- -~:o:;:l1 :ni-·-~0~·13·1. Edith b 1718, d 13June1744. m 2nd Mnrtha 
l~endenhc:1 ll 21I:.rn·lt~6. L~c:~rthr o LDecl(.~4, d 20J:--nL:-12 in 1Jiddletovm, 
d.C:u L~~njr,.~.in 1~d...:.. LyC:..i;~ (n.ow1·tu) Lendenhall and. b in Concord Twsp. 
ri ~: G i l. cl"' : 

Joseph b 19Decl737/6 , d 1Sept1763 unm 

;_jv.~j;_·;:.in Li ;_?GOct1711.o, din IM::ryland 18Junel7SO, m. Hannah Hollinga­
h~~:::C. L.nd Sc::l'.::ih .l:tiif;by 

Edith b JOGctl742, d 8Fe~l615, m Ziba Ferris 12Jan1769 

Benjamin (b 1709) m 2nd Martha MendenhAll. Their ch: 

Joshun b '20Dec1746/7, d 21Septlcs26, m Edi th Yr:rnnll nnd Ann Trible 

- ..,, _, - --- ---
Rebecca b 290ctl749, d 9Febl780 unm 

Uarthn b 2~0ctl751 d 7Aug17G3 

Ann b 1July1754, d 4Septl763 

Aaron b 26Aug1756,_ d N.Y.City 25Augl79S, m 11Mayl7S3 to ~ary:!>-.-
Ell·nood b 230ctl7b4, d 14Mnrl797 in N.Y.City ·:·< 

............ 

Amy b 17Novl758 1 d 3Ja.nl831, m 40ctl787 to Jesse Darlington0·b_ ... 
16F0bl762, d 2bAprillSl~2 /; } ::.-

Enoch b 15Septl760, d 15Aprill763 
·~~: ' 

.(~; .. : , 

.,-. ~:~· 

,(4 ~:. 

Han mh b 9J\oril1165, d 111'.prill 795, m 5Septl 782 to Peter Ypr~~nl 
b ~ 1T~'~bl75:;: .d ~ 25l"ebl 798. Petei· was son of Mordecai and -~i..~·:;:· 
C.i.c u.Jrts) ... enkll . . .,. .. ,.,• 

-~·\. ·~ 

Est~er b ?lUay·l 767, d 24Ju1y.1g(j5, m 15~.bylSO~ to Jehu Ga-t.:\·eft 
b :;rAriyl 7b9, d 21Nov1842 and son Sci.muel and Susanna (Lew~s.')Gar1·ett 

< 

Sarnh b 25septl 769, d 1Nilmington, Del .13septlS23, m 5Mayl 791 to 
Willi~m Poole, b ~Aug1764, d 25Mayl829. He was son William and 
Elizabeth (Shipley) Poole. . . 

Samuel b 25Novl770, d SSeptl796 unm in Wilmington, De~ 



' ~ 
------------

4. ··.taAA~.: SHARPLES b in Middletown Twsp 16Mayl 748, d 23Janl 780, m .. 
13Febl777, to Elizabeth Talbot, dau Jbs and Hannah (Baker)Talbot~ 
She m 2nd Rees Cadwalader in 1790 and thought d 29Novl812 in 
Flµshing Twsp, Ohioo 

Benjamin Sh~roless, b 4Novl777 

5. BEi·!J .. t\MIN SiIAflPLESS b 4Novl 777 ,probably Middletown Twsp ,d SeptlS45 
in Llercer Co.Penn(now Lawrence Co), m Amy Cadwalader MaylSOl, She 
was dau Septimus and Sarah Cedwalader. Amy d_ 31Marl$55 

Isaac, d unm ca 21 yrs 

Scotimus C. b 21Junel504, d Centerdule, Iowa 24Junel365, m 2Julyl835 
to· Sarnh N·~gu8, dauJohn and l:lirinm (Burdge) Negus, b 23Aprill607. 
:1~ C) ve d t o I o wr. 18 51. 

Ellen T. b 150ctl806, d 3octlB36, m Mifflin Cadwalader, son of 
Jonah and Ann(Cattell) 

Edwin A. b 25Aprl309 at Hillsville, Lawrence Co, Penn and d. there 
27Marl881 m atJunelS35 to Eliza Williams, dau Uriah and Jemima 
( Loff erty) Willia1!iS, d 30Junel679 

Albert F. ShAroless b 1811 

6. ALBE!:~T F. SH.ARPLESS b lMaylSll in Mahoning Twp. ,Mercer Co,Penn, 
d 1S99, m 31Mar1s36 to Lydia Heald, b 22Augl810 d 5Marl917 nt 
~bittier, Calif. She was dau Wm.Heald and SarahfWilson)Heald. He 
was miller and member of Orthodox Fr~ends Soc. They lived Jasper 
Co,Iowa, but at Pasadena, Calif. by lg86. 

Ben.i em in b 1~37 

Ellen b 22Augl839, d 12Febl848 unm 

Sarah b 25Janl842, m Robert Cooper Hiatt, son of Joel and Ann 
(Cooper)Hiett o In 1880 1s lived Pasadena and, later, Whittier,Calif. 

~illiam b cardinGton, Ohio, 30Decl854, d 1924, m 3May1882 to 
Elizabet>1 Cowgill b 15J·.ilyl861, d 121far1883. m 2nd 10ctl885 in 
Oran~e,Culif. t~ Jane_ Ellen (~ay) Sargent d 1931 at Long Be_ach, 
dc~u !1enry O. nna .Ann 1·11. (Frazier)Way. · 

'·. . . 

7 o BE~rJA1HN Si~A~.:l'L:!:SS b 2Feb1837, d 12Decl919 at Whittier, Calif. m. 
11FeblS58 to Deboroh Willits, b 10Aprl837, d 21Apr1875~ dauJo~l 
and Cynthia(Le~is)Willits. m 2nd 11Mar1878 to Hannah Kirk, b 14July 
1343, d ll.~D''l911, dau William and Reibecca(Vaughn)Kirk. Also m Eliza 
Ann Haydeck in 1912, who d~l915. Benjamin in Pasadena,Cal a~t~·1ss9. 

Delbert b 15Hovl85S, d 24Novl937 unm at San B3rnardino ,Cali~·· 

Cleyton William b 5Febl862 , d 14Febl914, m 26Noyl685 to Dora 
Elisa Q'~r:intence b 11Septl863, d SAprl9J..?, Moved fxom:.Sugar:Creek, 
lowa,,to ~hittier, Calif. in 1896. 



.. ,.~ 
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Edgar J. b 30Junel864, d Whittier, Calif. 5Decl957, m 240ctl'S9B 
·to Martha Jane Crookt b 7Aprl867, d 28Aprl957, deu of Peter and 

Catharine (PnrkinsonJCrook. 

Leonard B. b 30Merl867 in Iowa, d Whittier, Calif 11Febl919, 
m 11Decl902 to S8rah Anne Vestalt b Kansas 31Aug1874, d Whittier 
1945, dau of John and Eliza(KingJVestal. 

24Dec . 
Elnora b 24Aprl869 at Sugar Creek, Iowa, d/196$ .. ,at Whittier, 
m 10Janl894 to Curtis Jackson, b 17Augl859, d Whittier 26Marl942,' 

Benjamin Harry Sharplees b 140ctl872 

Deborah, b 17Janl875, d 6AuglS75 as infant. 

Sadie, b Iowa 17DeclS7S, m Whittier 190ctl905 to Arthur M. Trueblood 
b 22Augl870, d/1969 in Whittier. 

7Sept 
~dna L. b 4DeclS~l, d 13Novl888. 

Caroline Rebecca, b 16July1884, d 22Augl972 at Yorba Linda, Calif. 
m 11Marl915 to Alfred Johnson, b 130ctl882, d 17June1970. 

William Earl b 17Junel389, d 17Augl971 Santa Ana, Calif., m 12Janl91S 
to Hilda Loui~a BulacN b 1Junel894. 

8.BENJAMH: HARR'.' SHAEPLESS b 140ctU~72, d 29JunP.1957 at Santa Ana, Celif. 
; m in Hilo, Hawaii 270ctlB9S to Viola Olive Monroe, dau Finley and Lena 

(Woods)Monroe. She b 21Decl877, d 29Feb1956 at Santa Ana, Ca. BHS moved 
to Pesadene, Ca from Iowa 1392. 

Ada Mey b Hilo ,Hawaii. Married. No issue. Becamenoted sculptress. 

Leonard Monroe, b H)Marl901, m Martha Elizabeth Beggs, who d lSJune 
1941, m 2nd Chr:rlyn Tedrick. 

Mary ClFire, b Long ~ach, Calif. 1Febl903, m Sent~ Ana,Calif 14Sept 
1927 to Cecil John Marke (OCCGS member), son Wilford Michpel and Julia 
Violetta (Romens)Marks. C.J.Marks b 13NovlS98 ~t Redfield, KRnsas. 
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Boulder 
center of 
reunion 
Sharples family 
returning to roots 
By Erich Smith 
Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA - It 
was three centuries ago, 
family tradition has it. that 
John and Jane Sharples 
huddled in a lean-lo built 
against a huge rock in the 
wilderness of a new land 
.called Pennsylvania . 

Now, just as they did 100 
years ago, descendants of 
those two Quaker refugees 
are returning lo the ances-

. tral home. to view their 
humble beginnings and 
measure how far they've 
come. 

About 570 descendants of 
the family- most of whom 
now spell it Sharpless -
will come to suburban Del­
aware County this week­
end to stand in the shadow 
of Sharpless Rock. now a \ 
family legend, and look at 
the initials "J .S." and the 
number "1682" carved in 
the station-wagon sized 
boulder. 

The clan has spread all 
over America. Just ask Ed 
Sharpless of Wayne, Pa., 
who led the committee in­
viting them. 

" We worked with tele­
phone books from 46 major 
cities first and pulled out 
all the names of Sharp­
lesses ," he said. The re­
sponse was overwhelming. 

Al least one Orange 
County resident will attend 
the family reunion, it was 
learned Thursday. She is 
Claire Sharpless Marks, a 
Tustin area resident. 

"In fact, she's already 
en route to Pennsylvania," 
her brother. Monroe 
Sharpless, also a Tustin 
area resident, said. He 
said all persons in the U.S. 
with the surname 
Sharpless are descendants 
of the original Sharpless 
family of Quakers that ar­
rived in the New World in 
the 1600s. 

Friday, Aug. 13, 1982 

·'That family sailed to 
America after finding a 
large cache of gold coins 
under their home in En­
gland, " he said. "The 
coins apparenlly had been 
buried there during the Ro­
man occcupation of the 
British Isles. " 

Stragglers were still 
sending in reservations 
this week for the first na­
tionwide Sharpless family 
reunion since August 1882, 
when, like a lodestone, 
Sharpless Rock drew 3,000 
family members for the 
200-year gathering. 

The Sharplesses are 
coming from two-thirds of 
the states in the union, in­
cluding most of New En­
gland. More than 30 are 
coming from California, 60 
from Florida. 

Ed Sharpless still mar­
vels al the turnout, noting 
that his ancestors had to 
make the trip by carriage 
or on horseback. 

Many of those in 1882 
gathered around the rock 
for a picture that has be­
come a family heirloom. 

Most of John and Jane 
Sharples' 1,000-acre farm 
succumbed long ago to 
development in Nether 
Providence Township. ln 
fact, the rock itself almost 
became part of a housing 
tract during the 1960s be­
fore a family member 
bought it and a surround­
ing acre. 

That's probably not 
enough room for all the 
Sharplesses now, so they'll 
gather at Widener Univer­
sity, in nearby Chester . 

Shutllc buses will ferry 
small groups lo the rock, 
as well as to Wolley Stille, 
a rambling stone home 
built in 1700 by Joseph 
Sharples, the youngest son 
of John and Jane. 

The house, with 2-fool­
thick walls, working fire­
places, original wood 
paneling and wide floor­
boards, is on the National 
Register of Historic 
Places. 

Elizabeth Schlosbon. a 
10th-generation Sharpless, 
expects to show the old 
homestead lo 1.000 people 
through the coming week. 

Other heirlooms, from 53 
family members. will be 
on display at W1derier dur­
ing the reunion. she said. 

To commemorate the 
300-year event. a silver 
coin is being struck at the 
Danbury Mint. a private 
mint in Connecticut. 




