
Early Shumate Family Migrated From France 

By PAUL W. and RUTH P. GREGORY 

The numerous Shumate and related families who live in Wilkes County and West

ern North Carolina may be surprised to learn that their ancestors originally came 

from France. The name Shumate is the English spelling but the name was spelled 

"Chaumatte11 when the family lived in France. 

Our immigrant was one John De La Chaumatte, who lived in Western France in 

a village by the name of Rochechouart. Jean, pronounced John in English, was the 

son of Daniel De La Chaumat te, an attorney in this village. Jean's mother was 

the daughter of Joseph Fourgeaud, who was also an attorney in the community. The 

Shumate family was staunch Protestant and was among those who were being perse

cuted by the Count and Viscomtesse De La Rochechouart f or religious beliefs. The 

family was banned from the village about 1650 but was permitt ed to return on or 

before 1660, the reason being unknown to this writer. 

The Shumate family cont inued to reside in t his village until about 1686. At 

this time the religious persecution became so violent that the Shumate family 

fled for their lives.ii traveling westward, mostly at ni ght , seekin g a place of 

safety. Our ances-cor, Jean, was about 22 year s old at this time; and we know t hat 

he along with his two brothers suClcessful ly "!sc: ap<:<l t.he perse<..·ut.i.ou as t.lJAy ar- -

r ived. i n London, Engl and on or bef ore 1692. 

During this period of persecution and flight, Jean had married but the name 

of his wife is unknown . However, by the time Jean r eached London, England, his 

wife had died as indicated by the records of the French Protestant Church on 

Threadneedle Street . This record states , "on September 29, 1695 Jean De La 

Cliaumatte, widower, a native of Rochechouart, married t he widow, Elizabeth 

Bourgeois Bouvet. " 

I t is not known the exact number of years that our ancestor remained in 

London . However_, we do know that J ean and his family removed to the i sland of 

Hartinique, West Indies jJ and tha t he remained ther e for several years . 

Sometime prior to 1715, tragedy agai n s truck this famil y, and Jean buried 

his second wife, Elizabeth, somewhere on t he lonely island of Martinique . 

Left with three small children, .Jean t urned his eyes. westward and began 

dreaming of a land that would afford him better opportunities and l ess tmpl easant 

memories. 

Thus he and his three children sailed for the Virginia Colony, arriving :tn · 

Stafford Cotmty, Vi r ginia about 1722. Her e he purchased a f arm on Elk Run and 

lived there the res t of his lif e . 



Our immigrant, Jean, now pronounced John in America, was born about 1664 in 

the community of Rochechouart, France and died on his farm in Stafford County, 

Virginia, sometime between 172) and 1729. 

One of John's sons was also named John and he is believed to have been born 

in London about 1707 prior to his father's voyage to Martinique, West Indies. 

Shortly after the death of his father, this John married Judith Bailey and reared 

a family of ten children as indicated in his will left in Fauquier County, Vir-. 

ginia. This John died in September or October 1784. He is our second generation 

ancestor. 

Our third generation ancestor, Daniel Shumate, was the son of John and Judith 

Shumate and the grandson of John the immigrant. Daniel was born about 1733 in 

Prince William County, Virginia, and also reared a large family. His wife was 

thought to have been Sarah Ann James. Daniel died in 1806 and he also left a 

will that revealed his family. 

Our fourth generation ancestor, Samuel Shumate, son of Daniel and Sarah 

Shumate, was born in l7SS in Fauquier County, Virginia. Shortly after being dis 

charged from the Army of tho Rcvol11t.inn~ Sa.rmJP.1 mA.1·.rio<i Ann Peppers, the exact 

date and place being unlmown at this time. Both Samuel and his father, Daniel, 

served in the Revolutionary War and the records of their service~ have been p.n.J 

served for us. It is known that Samuel had several children but all · of them 

have not yet been verified. Samuel moved to Henry County, Virginia, in 1787 and 

lived there the rest of his life. His land was located on the lower South Fork 

of Sandy River. 

After their father died about 1833, some of Samuel's children came to Wilkes 

County, North Carolina. Prior to their coming, other Shumate families carne into 

Wi Jki=~s Connty from Henry and other Virginia counties and it is believed that all 

of the Shumate families in Wilkes County descended .from our ancestor, John Shumate , 

who came to Virginia in 1722. 

Of particular interest to many Wilkes County families of Shumate origin is 

William Shumate, the oldest son of Samuel and Arm Peppers Shumate of Hen;ry Cormty, 

Virginia. William is our fifth generation ancestor. He married Ann McMellon the 

21 January 1811 in Pittsylvania County, Virginia. He lived near his father in 

Henry County, Virginia before moving to Wilkes County, North Carolina. He pur

chased property in the Mulberry-Cane Creek area and lived among other Shumate fam

ilies who preceded him by several years. Although all of the children of William 

have not been verii'ied, there is much evidence to indicate that the following in

f onnation about his children is accurate: 



1. King Shumate, born about 1813, married ~olly Adams, daughter of Charles 

and Nancy Stamper Adams and this family lived on Cane Creek. The Shumate families 

now living at Hays and in the Rock Creek area descended from this family . 

2. William Shumate, Jr., born about 1815 in Henry County, Virginia, married 

Polly Shumate on 24 January 1834 in Wilkes County. The identity of Polly is not 

known at this time. 

3. Martha Shumate, born 5 May 1816, married John Hall, the son of Robert 

Hall, Jr., and Mariah Hammon Hall, on the 11 November 1835. This family lived 

at Halls Mill and were the ancestors of this writer. Many Hall families in the 

North Wilkesboro-Mulberry area descended from this union. 

4. Nancy Shumate, born about 1818, married J. Yiilton Vannoy. Mr. Vannoy 

was the son of Enoch and Lydia McGrady Vannoy and the grandson of Captain Andrew 

Vannoy and his wife Suzanna Shepherd. This family lived at Piney Creek in Alle

ghany County, Nor t h Carolina. 

5. .Amelia Shumat e, born about 1820, married John I .• Absher and lived at 

McGr ady. Some of the present Absher families in North Wilkesboro descended from 

th.is 1mi on, ThA la. t e Wil.li run Roe Absh~;r seems to be the youngest child of this 

union. 

6 . Jasper Shumate, born March 9, 1829, married Nancy Vannoy, a sjst er .of .J. 

Milton Vannoy. This family originally lived on Cane Creek but some of them later 

moved to the Long Bottom secti on of Wilkes County. Mrs. Richard Gentry of Thur

mond and Mrs . Mae Shumate Moss of Enfield, North Carolina, are direct descend

ants of t his f amily and they contributed much to this article . 

7. Cassie Shumate, born about 1831 , married Sam Ki lby. Dr. Ira Kilby in 

Elkin i s a descendant of this family. 

8. Daniel Shumate, born about 1836, married Susannah Carolyn Vannoy, Feb

ruary 2, 1859 . Daniel never returned f r om the Civil War. 

9. James Shumate was born about 1839 . Nothing more is known about this 

family. 

It is likely that there are more children in this family. Certainly there 

were more Shmnate families closely related to Wi lliam Shumate who came to Wil kes 

County. Nahala Shumate born J ,fanu::i.ry 1806 jn Henry County, Virginia, married 

Samuel Handy in Wilkes County 17 August 1831. She is likely a niece of William 

Shumate. This family lived on Cane Creek and many descendants of this famil y now 

live in Wilkes ColUlty. The late Roan Handy of Hays , North Carol ina descended 

f rom this family. Toliver Shumate~ born 1777 in Henry Connty, Virginia al so came 

to Wil kes and raised a large f'amily. Toliver married Lydia Clark 2 May 1805 in 

Henry County, Virginia . It is believed that he is a brother to William Shumate . 

·- ·-·~····-· ·--· ···· - --- --- ·-· - - - · ---
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THE SHUMATE FAMfLY. 
- -

by Marian Cart er LedgerwQOd 

.. r,; The Shuma.tes .were among the earlier families tosettle .in northwest
· :-~, .€rn Arkansas·, •and :today there are rranJT · 'Of thei_r descenc1arit s an4 kin

:-,:,, dred living in Washiri.gton CoUnty and surrotin:l.ing ter~i.t.ory. It .would 
. ,;.::!:: be imposi:;ible· ·.-:for the author to list a C<?mplete genealogy. · of the 
. ,~;-,. descendart s of ~·this . family iri this articl~.; ther~j,'9r~.. only a few 

I • branches~- with which the author is more familiar are dis cm s~d. However, 
;,'.c:.' an e£°£,ort ;ls being rrade to compile as comp:\.ete a history -as poo Sible 
~ - of the Shunste family;, as well as the BallS and other allied fam?.:L~es. 
__ :;,,TJ;ieref.ore, the author would appre_ciate co'fresponden::e from . inte~ested 
~1 ~- . persons·. · · ::· · ,, 

~· .... 
:: : . " ~· ,;..__ 0 ~-- ' .-, 

'- °''· .· The history of the Shumate · family is an· id:. eresti.rig one", and it- may 
come as a surprise to other descendants (as it did to ne) to learn 
that the family was originally French Huguenot;, ~nd when they came to 

.. Virginia before 17-20, the name was de la Shumate. · The earliest knc:Mn 
;, · record- of Shuzmtes in Anrerica · is found in Staffor4 County, Virginia, 
-~~-: when ~ean de la Shilmate bought 200 acres of 1$:ld. · from William Allen in 
u:r 1723.. Mcst of the<Stafford County rec6rqs h~ye peen ci~stroyed, . s o 

- · ~- 'research. there is -. diffic'ult. However, we ~nOW':'t[la.t ~~. the Shumates l~ved 
.' ; on a st.re,ain knom, as Elk Run, · and their land 'W'as,J ,_n .}'hat . is now .the 
:,. southe~~t .part of:". Fauquier Coililty, near the junctiqtj of stafford !'lrrl 
·;~· · 1· Prime -William court ies. · · · . , . . 
~,-·· .-_-: ~ : ~ ~ ' · ~'" -- . . . ·.'. .; ,· ··i:·: :-· : ·~ ~·- ·~ 

Jean de la ShUirate:j ·the inim:fgrant, apparently rad at least two sons: 
Daniel de la Shumate, born abott 1715 in Fran~e (pro'Qably the oqe :whose 

:inventory was ·ma.cte in Fauquier County in 1785 );anp.. : :~.eari de .la Shuimte, 
.-; .:whose will was .trade in Fauquier County, Ma~f' 19; . +7©. ~? This John Shu
;:.;rm..t .e: married Judith Bayley before 1750 in Fauqu:i:e'r dpunty, and they had 
_ .~ev.eral children named: William, John, Jes hue, Daniel, Thomas, .James, 

Bailey, Lettice, and Jemina • 

... . Th,e;early de la Shumates were neighl:ors of Ma.rk Hardin,also a French 
> Huguenot Wf O . came from Rouen, France .. arott ·· 17q6, and .we fim their 
·pa~~- tog ether. on· early :deeds, WillS; et c':;t '' it ~ . nct. knqwn if any of 
( ~he: Sh'lUl'at;~s ·int ernarried--t.1ith the '.Bardi m; but( it: ·}s t t:i9ught possible 

-.~ ~s :the . name iHardin Htlniat .i ... ,:was:·a· ~.c!omnon ·orie ( aitd we· fin:! .at . least .. :two 
'.'men .~£ th is na~E! i~, .. WaJsn:ftjgtori: <.C.P\U'll:iY- ·~ Arl<an$a~ '"i~ijq GEp sus), Ala~, 
. the name _Ma~k wa~. ,. fre.qliehtly"\ili ad · ainong · Shum t es ·_ '( J,J,l~ewis ~, '. we .fin:i 
.several Mark Shwmtes.:±n the Arkan·:s·as brandf iof .t.h'e· ;f'.~Jly). · '. . · 
• - • { : I :: : ·'!"- ,..,:.,,, I LJ .. ~ :: . . . .. . I 

: !f't ~ .; .·: . . : - ..... ~; .· .. r .'. elf: .. ·' ,'.: · . . · .'. . ..:. -~.,· .-·. -- = · ·· .. · ; ;.,.._: _: -: .• .; ~: .. 

( - fi.bot.¢ . 1770, the· narre. was shortened ·to Shurrate. After the R~,i[()lut:ion, 
rrany Shumates f'.anned out into other Virginia counties, and som even 
'mev ed to South Carolina • 

We do not. know, yet, how our Shwm.te family is derived from the 
early Shuma.tes, but it seems api:a.rent, they are connected with the orig
inal Shumates of Fauquier County, Virginia, because of use of the more 
collil'llon mmes -- William, John, Hardin, Daniel, and Mark. 

The earliest Shurrate of our own branch, of whom we h~ve pooitive 
record, was BAYLESS SHUMATE, born al:ot±. 1786 in Virginia • (I find his 
narr.e spelled variously: Bales, Bailis, Bal:ias, Baliss, and Ba;rles .) 



It seems likely that he was ·la· s6n :·· or MARK SHUMATE, whose will dated 
July 29 , 1838, was made in Claiborne County, Tenn.5 In this will, 
Mark Shurrate na.n;es his '.\:fite; Debotah.";· artd ::d~ughters : Mary, Susan c., 
Sally Martin, Judith Harris, Elizabeth and Patcey . Also hi s sons: 
Bales, John, Oaniel, William, Demarc'\.lS, Thomas, and Har din, . . We tia ve 
be~n told . t'h~t. ~ . _b:rothe·r. q(~eyle~S,, . :~~tj Dan'ief, came tg :),'.rkait sa~ ,,, 
A's ·yet ' VTe have · f6Ui:q nci' t'ecord ·of him. ·It' is · IIlY opinion: ~}1-~t tM, 
bf'6t.1ier '.Willi&m ' is .. the.· on~:i'' who is '. ' ~hoWri. in Dade ·cmfu.t y,' MiS'souri ·. in . 
tn~ .'"1856 cfo·sus·' 'with his :~ife Cla:rissa and .·chiidren. Hatdln· ShUmat ~ 
i§ ... apparehtly· one . of .the t wo . by- tl'iAt r.ame who· ·i~ sha-,n in Washimton 
c.oiµltY ~·:Atk. ~ in. 18cfo .·census , ',ai;o ·J~r.1e79~'.Y~e. oth~r Harden .sh~te _of '. 
188~ . censµs : in . Washi~g~o9 Co:mtY: .: ~/~l t}J.?ught . to .. be son of Wi.Uiam Shu'i , 
~.~~-.. of_pa~e _ qo:unty, Mi~ ~oll:I'~, ,. . as ,was. a ,Wyli e __ Sh~t~ of 186Q .. c~sll:~; 
in Washington C ouut y. · ... ..,,, · : • , 

Bayless Shumate rrarried (~) Matjr '(Polly) Turner, daughter of William 
Tlll'l1er .and_ Susa.nnah Ba.Hey . .. . Th_ey had tw.o sons : (A) . Wi],lia,m. S,hW'l!at~ , 
about Wicm more ··is .written; (B) Mark H. Shurrate "no moY:~-ct to Cass . 
~otifity, Mis soi.iri : in ' 181 'Z,Bayles s ai1d family w~~e Iiv:i.:ng .in J~e pcnm,t,y,. 
V~rgi'riia_,7 , but apparemJ-"j. ha ct lived earli'er iri'"Kentucky; a.(th€lif. ,~'o,n :. 
William ,As~ cr edit E?d witlf '. l>.8. ving beE)n born ir:i. K~~ptucky in l~tj'. ~· ,a_c~:of'.O:·<, 
i~_g t~ cens.U,S records. ~~.e. find B~yless in Hax:lim Cpunty, Ky,_ ;~-~}83.0:_. · 
c~n~us, . shoo/,irig hiIIl t _o b_{ bE?tYT~eri 40:--5.0. ,xe~r:~: .. ~ of age, and ~.#rig: JwC> : 
ma.~e.s Of .15- 20 yea·rs ,in hts househo],9,,_. __ 9ut · nR .' ferra l es listed ., MP~r~ . 
ehtl'y pis wif'e' had died before 1830 . F'ariiilj,_t'radition ras it . th~t . she,_,, 
d~o:-m~.9: wh,ile attempt.ir.g to cros_s: -~ swo;J..lep' s.tr.eam . to see . 11 · 'sf$,~·.~,r~~ . .s.: .. : 
sick ch'ild • . On Oct . 13, 1833 , Balis 'Shumate !rar~:i,e~ (2) . ~Ja.r.'y '1{Po].fy)." : 
Hendrickson,8 widow of Thomas Hendrickson . This' wife came t o Arkansas 
with him. 

· ··.rt·~_ ~s~. t."h olight t~?-t Baylesk .Shumate . c~e f:p. Madison C~ud.y, . Ark'an·s·a.s~ 
a:b_bu.t · u~.4.6 , .for \4e _fii;<:i· tha.t he bou~t :J..ap<f':.>In Richland _Township iz:i . 
th~~ _year.,9 . Ther.~. :is recor~ ·or liis .s elling :. :.so~me l and in Madisol}: C_ou~0 .. tj'in Sept . 1847 '; with his wife Mar y : (rothrr:a_q~ thei:I~ 11ma;rks .n). .•.. ,. ..... 
Tliey ~rere sht>wn i n the . 1850 census t ecord oi Ma4iS'on County . )~~ - da~ D,ct,-, :;~ 
know whrn his second wife died. Soon aft er ' 1850, Bayless .rriovea i.rito' · . 
Was}1~on ~o.Ufity .• : ·. He ~ought the farm then ~~ow~ .. as tq~ Ea,ds, .far~, 
ne_ar~_Durham:~ , ~·ate:i:'. he_ .~ught what ~~s for_ a_. :~lrre .1 ~cwn .. as tqe Shiv,e~Y;. :, 
fa,tm ~a.r Har ns, A!k. ' · ar.d, a.ccording to a _g f.~~t.":" g;randd~ught er., . be is . , 
buried' in one. ~f _two . uilina~lrnd· graves on that fann· ... ~ .· · .. , ' . ,·, · _ , ~ 

. \ . . .· . . . . : ' ' ' ··' : . ;. ... ... ' ~ 

'Bayles·s. Shrnnat~ · _is .. supp9s e~ . to. b.ave been a m~i(' of 1iconsid1arabie :,· 
we-alth"- -·- tlf 'e 1850 census .. 9~ows' that . his r eal)~?.tat e was. valued,., at : ;.~ 
$J,OOO, · i,,h1Ch · was indeed a ' 'ccl'n~~. ~~rabl ~ amounf .i d that tiI11e · •. : Al~p -~ '. . he ':: 
brought negrb slaves with hini t ·o ., Arkansas, according to family tradi
tion • . 

. ! ·. ; . : . ·, :_: ,-. 

vlhen Bayl:ss came 'f,6· Madisbn 'c'6{mty·; '\~ 1Sfbugh~ ·}1i~h him ~'~~ '~ci~b~. ·ea.~·!; : 
daughter, Mildred Fulke rson (born Nov . 13, 1831; died Feb. 25, 1873), 
Wio . had. been, born i n .. Tenness,e.e ne~?;' the CWtb~r.;l,and . Qap .11 . On., Oct . ,29 , 
1848, Mildred Fulker~()P. was irarr'iei:l, ~.o· <lohfi' .. Kennali. .· (born ,Sept . ·25., ,,, 
Us23 in J~is souri), . -who was . 25. -.Y.ear.$. of - ~age _. Rhe ~wa~~- about ,17. • . :'I'. hey.'. ': 
settied. on the Lollar' s · Creek : t~.tin.; .. nl3.Q.i- : 'dr1ke.town.;.·.~¥hich _'ri.8.ci 'bel oligeci'_': 
to Bayless Shumate . Mildred is '·buri'ed in \ilesiey ' Gemetery. To her arrl 
Jehl'!- Kmn~~ w~re _born seven chilq_rc:m: Jl) Ha,rriet .. ~-~ried Jim WiJ.?on; 
( 2) .. Mar~h<+ 'rra.rricd Bfl,l RQb cr.t.$~ (3 ) Fann,t~: ffi9,r,r:i,~1q .. Plea~art : Ph_illi;,;.,; .. 
(4 ) W. ·.A ~- 'inatried ·Margarc;:t ,l~arker; . (2) Wi1:( ,i+a,rfaeif Cb.artie Ha,1:1; .' ._,( 6.). ·, . 
John '•'.zre'.}ii}ipcf Emile vne; {7) ' G~"J.' it ~·i-ried '\Jilr'is ·smrp . . A ~:on of w .A·, . 
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(Alex) ·Kennan i s W.M'. .Kennan, wh o i s still living. 'His son, J.R.Kennan; 
is living in Fayett ~Ville, Ark. ,. .. where he· is County_ School supervisor~ · 

The son o.f Bayless Shumate th~ rugh \~horn we are cfescended was WILLIAM 
SHUMATE ('born Nov . 21, 1813 in Kentucky; died_Jan. 12, 1877). He . was 
rm.rried Apri l 7, 1832 to Sarah (Sallie) Bal_l,. daughter of Bennett· 
Ball and Nancy Bailey of Ha:r.li.Yi Coun~y, Ky. Sara,h Ball was: born Dec.22 
1817 (br possibly 1812, according to census records}; · died Mar.1;2,1901. 

In t837 several familie s mi.grated t og ether in a . rather . large colony 
from Harlan ;C9q.nt,y, Ky. to Madison County, Ark ., whe re they sett~ed in 
what ·was kn.own· as; Richland .'l'ownship. These included the families of 
Bail~y; · Bob Reeges, Samuel-- Herrill"an, and Bennett BalL (son of Moses 
Ball and Mary ftnn Hardin of Ii?wkins County, Tenn.), and per haps '· mor:e 
frim9s. Bennett Ball had severa:Il. ·married children, including his son 
John :;Ballwith his bride, Nancy Baile y ( his first cousin); his daugh
t er Iv'iary :(Polly) \'li.th ht.ls band James Sizemore and an inf ant daughter; 
a daughter Jane( Jenny): and her husband William Lewis and six children; 
a daughter .Elizab€th ·(Betsy) . who m{rried Ja.me.s Gray; a daughter Am, 
'Who later na rried John· Masters of Madison County; a ·daughter v.ho rmr~ · 
ried a Creech; and other ·children, includi r.g his daugtt er Sarah and«<· 
her hUsban:i . . William Shumate and .. two small sons. A great deal is known'.<'J 
aboUt 1:the<t;i ackground of the ·familf ::of Bennett Ba.ii, and a book 'is "b-9 .... I: 
i ng prepared . on the · Ball genealogy'-> ( inclooing our Bennett . Bail 1 s·> 
branch) by Mrs. Bonnie S. Ball of Haysi, Virginia. Thcs e Wio · are 
des:cerided from the above-mentioned fe.milies will be int erested in this 
family. history. · 

William and Sarah Shumate .settled first in Madison County, but after .· 
about 12 years, they moved to a farm of s evera.I hundred acres on the 
Whit e River in Washington County . William Jhumate died at the' age of 
63 years. He i s buried in the Shurmte Cenetery on the family farm near 
Dlirham, beside his wife, Sarah Ball Shumate, wh o was al:out 90 years of 

·~.ge v.hen she di~_d. ' ' · ·:: : . · · 
., :· ..:· .:. 

Child ren of William ' Shumate and Sarah Ball Shuniate· were: 
.· ' 1. Bayle.ss ShUtra.te;, 11bout ;whom more is written in ·this ,article • . 

' ~ 2. Bennett Sh-Ltrra.t'e, · aOO:~t : wpom more is. writ ten. · ; -~ ; . · · 
· 3. William ShU11Bte·; aQ0Ut whom more is writ.ten . :.:_ . ., 

:\ ·· 4. James :.s huniat e (torn abo~t ·~840 in Madison County; Ark ~). This son 
is s.h_o'Mi il'll' censu~·-- ~e66rds; but I have been unable to learn 

-.- '. . anytrll.ng ''at . all a l;ioUt ' him·~ 
5. Ann ,Shumat ,$' (borh atX?.~: 1842)+3 ' marrie'd J .F~ Ballard (torn about 

1840): They d n d. ~··nq . ch 1ld ren , but br6 ught . up an orphaned 
Shumate boy, whos e 'rathe:r•was of some relation to the family. 
This toy was : ' . · .:. ·· , . . · ·. 

· . . a. John ShUJ!'.a,te (probably born about .. 1$.80) ~o 'liv~d 
. . _ ' , · · ·- · . all .. hi's life .at Elkins, Ark. He nB.rried Suttie 

. - : ;,' · · · ~ .,,, ,-, · , HarriS' s • · ... 
6. Claris.sa Shilirat-e,. abo1*:t W'hom ~ more is written• ~ , .. ; · 
?. Nancy Shurrate (born al:out 1S49) married .Sam Cooper~ '.. ' ' ('born about 

1849). They had n o children of their ·own, .l;iuf . ~rought up a 
sister to the above-mentioned orphan boy: · 

a . Ida Shumate, married a man by name of Frye and moved 
to I daho. 

S. Marie Shumate (born about 1S56), never married. He lived near 
Farmington, Ark., and he and his mother brought up another 
brother of the above-mentioned orphaned Shumate childrent 

a. "Bud" Shunate 

. :. ·. 

:: : .. "• . ."j 
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,. ; ·· .. 
BAYLESS SHill{AT E, · my g.r-eat-grandfat her, was, . torn in Harlan County, 

Ky~ There i s sorre uncertainty as to his 'i:iirth. ciat e • . Ac cord±ng to hi s 
torrb .stone , he was born Feb. 17~·· 1s35 . In the Confederate Vet erans Cen
sus of 1911, he stated. his birth date wai3 f eb. 17, 1834. However, U.S . 
CensuS Records i ndicate that he was probably bo.rn i n 1833, and t his 
would concur : with th e family report t hat he was 95 years of age when 
he .died Deco 18 , 1927 . In 1837 , he came -with his . family to Arkansas , 
Vlhere he lived the remai nder of his life . At the. age of 19, he rrarried 
(1) Nancy Homesl ey . 'l'hey had three children before she died about 1859 . · 

The:s e childr en of Eayle:s s and Nancy Homesley Shurr.ate were: 

a. Viola Shurrate (born Ott. 1, 1854), who rra .rri ed a rra n named 
Perry and :rr;ovedto'TeX9,c; . The family bteri heard that she 
an:i her family had;·be.en killed by a tornado, but th e:ir ep6-RF ._. ,_ '.: 
was · never v erifiedo · · . . · : . , .. .. ;,_. · 

b. Sarah J" Shuriate (born Dec . 9J 1856) rrarried Geor ge Thonas and 
moved t o Oklahorra . 

c . William Shunate (born Jan. 14, 1858) w.arried Emily Tollett and 
lived near Farmingt on, Ark . He had several children, includ

. iri.g sor.s Thomas, "Montgomer y , and .Br_yan; a daughter who nar
. ried Wes Cl ayton; , ... ard another·. daughter, Fannie, who rra.:rried 

a Mr . WoocL · · 

, • .. 

After the death of his first wife, Bayless Shi..mate renewed his 
acquairtance with Elizabeth Col e (born Dec, 22 , 1839; died Dec . 28 , 
1934 -- age 95), a young widow who was a bout 20 years old, . who liv ed · 
at Corrbs, Ark ~ Elizabeth's· parents, J ames and Edith. Jane Montgomery· ·. 
Cole' owned an inn arrl s t ock ·pe_n, where farni~fS .,}'lOUld. spend':the<niight . •'. 
men d riving their stock.acr·ossthe country. , . . W~lliam Shumate teased . . , 
his son and _.EJ,i_z.abeth when young Bayless was .only .. a teen-ager, saying 
they coul d II'a rry sorr.e day. So, on Feb·. 23 , 18.60, they were na rr-ied in 
Washington County, Ark , The story is to.1,~;. ~1lf~t ·;they set ou.t on horse- · 
back to .find the minister .• ·They met the .... niinis.ter on the road; ' :so he 
agr eed to. ... i~.arry t hem thm 'a rrl there ~- i n the · middle. of the r:oad, on 
horseback t. :: '!le have been- :told that th ey lived for a. time-·· 'in 'Madison 
County , although th_e 1860 census shows . t~,e¥1 in Washington Count y . 

' : I ' • . . . 
Bayl ess .. served:·3 ·years -in the Civi l War in· the 34th Arkansas Cavalry 

CSA, urrl er Colonel Brooks and Lt .Col. Stirman. ~ -He wa~ Honorably Dis 
charged on June 1, 1865. The stqry is told thatF .. "'hil e he ,was away at 
war, buqhy.rhacke;rs cal!le to the house where , Eliz~b.eth was living with 
her two i nfant· sons; ' Jarre·s and · John, ori the .Whit.~ . Riv~r near Durham. 
They told. her t hey were gbirig to 'b.i.rn the hoUSEh . a nd she must leave. 
She did as she was· ·told , though one r e l ative tei.~s that she hit one of 
the bushwhack ers ov er the head wlth a skil ],et a.0d 111aid h i m o"\L cold" 
in h er ~rd . They did bu:rni:·thehouse," and· f+izapeth ;waJ_ked and :carried 
her two ·s.mal+-. bpys t:o.: th~ horri~;·6r ·herJI1?th~:r; ,p~-~\1:<Pe~ney , . some +-s. or 10 
miles distar1:l;.- 5>:·. ~f.liYless didn l"t'- s·eeni to' 'holcl gru9g~$. '~~trl:,< such offenses 
in later years , but his wife r e fused to have anYthing to do with the 
peopl e who rad wrong ed her. Bayless always treasured his Civi l War 
Conf ederate unifonn, and had his picture made in it arou nd the t urn 
of the century o 

Bayless Shwnat e was a Mason . · : He v}as a Charter_}iember of the Sylva 
Ledge No. 282 , at Maguire ' s Store; wh i ch was chartered Jan . 7 , 187J . 
He was als o a men1ber of th e Knights of the Horse, the anti-horse thief 
organization. He was always proud of being a sta unch D~ocrat . 



,j 

7 

Children of Bayless and Elizabeth Cole Shumate included: 

Cora Ratliff • 
One daughter, 
two children; 

a. James Harlan Shurrate (born Dec. 9, 1860) married 
He d1ed of pneumonia after the · age of 80. 
Ella J., m.rried (1) Aud.ie Lewis -- they had 
( 2) Homer Harris -- they had one son. 

b. John Bayless Shurr.ate (born May 27, 1862) married Nora Ratliff, 
twin sister of Cora. Uncle John died recently -- Sept. 11, 
1960, at . the age of 98. He had three children: (1) Dessie, . a. 
son; (2) Callie (Mrs. F.C.Pyeatt of Big Cabin, OkJa.); (J) 
Elizabeth (Mrs. John Gaines of Prairie Grove, Aik.). 

' c. Clarissa Anne Shumte (born Dec.8, 18€4) was mrrled, at the age 
of 16, to James Benton. They moved first to Western Kansas, 
and, with the run, into Oklahoma; · where they lived at Alva. 
Her . children included: · (1) Harry Benton (who married Esther 
Jones, my aunt); (2) .Callie; (3) Carrie; (4) Ida; (5) Lee; 
(6) Nell i e. 

b d. Edith Jane Shumate (tom June 7, ·1872 at Durham, Ark.; died Sep:, • 
·;. · 6, 1922 at· Wagoner, Okla.) was rrarried on Feb. 22, 189lto 

William Ambrose J.ones (torn Aug • 24, 1869; died Sept • 30, 
1942), · son of Charles Matthew Jones and Esther Clark Jones 

of Washington County. They had five children:· · (1) Ella Mae 
Jones uarried Von Carter, son of Dr. George W. Carter and 
Wimie E. Campbell Carter (these are my parents, u l~ving in 
Muskogee, Okla.)-- five children; ( 2) Esther ·Elizabeth, Jones 
married Harry Benton, her cousin -- living near Enid 1 · have 
3 children; (3) Ida Anna Jones married William Doss Williams 
and lived in Westville, Okla. until his death -- she now 
1.ives in Tulsa -- two children, one of Whom is deceased; 
(4) Clifford Silas Jones married Jewel Robinson -- living in 
Siloam . Springs, Ark. -- six children; (5) William Carl Jones 
m:i.rried Kate Springston -- live in San Bruno, Calif. (suburb 
of San Francisco) -- one son. 

· e. Ida Bell ShUJllate (born Feb. 13, 1875; died 1948) married Charles 
nBuck11 Ratliff, a cousin to Nora and Cora Ratliff. 11 Uncle 
Buck n is sti 11 living at Prairie Grove, Ark., where they 
lived all their narried life. Ida died at age of 73. They 
had three children: (1) Herbert Ratliff, living in Tulsa, 
Okla.; (2) Edith Ratliff narried Clifford Matthews - their 
only son died in an airplane wreck in France at the end of 
World War II; (3) Hernan Ratliff, who died of a heart attack 
in 1957. 

f. Bennett Mark Shumate (born Nov. 13, 1878; died Aug.·3, 1959) 
married Mary Ratliff, sister of Ch.arles Ratliff. He resided 
on the old Shumate farm until his death. His children in
cluded: (1) Emna Shumate m:i.rri~d J ames Ramey, live in Fay
etteville; ( 2) Richard (Dick) Shumate married Maud Collins; 
he died in 1923 leaving two sons and one daughter; (3) Golda 
Shurrate married Dodge Brink; (4) Millie Shuzm.te married 
John Harris, living at Little Rock, Ark. 

BENNEI'T SHUMATE was born abot.t 1$36 in Haflan County, Ky., and came 
with his parents to Arkansas in 1837 . He was first rrarried to Eliza
beth Ballard, and they had one son, Lee, who died of pBeumonia in 1837 
when he was almost grown. After the death of Elizabeth, Bennett was 
married on April 5, 1868 to Charity Van Hoose, daughter of John J. Van 



$ 

Hoose and Rach~r iMiilS. cB!ehinett ··a:1~0 served 'in .the Civii"w~:r, ih. ·c:~ .K, 
Stirman' s Arka,n sas Cavalry, from April 1862 to Mey 1?65.14 .. . H~ : wa!5 
als.c{ a · cha:rtefM~b-e'.r cif the ·Magt.iire ·1·6 Stofef Masonic Loci'ge·.- Accordi·rig 
to· ·his:. ·civil War pension recor.a:; he\ i:Jled .on' Jiiiy 'E; 1884 . He left his 
widoW' ahcf' sev·eral children~ including: . ;' , . . 

a-. · <lohn:;· mirried EliZabet'h: :Bathff, sis.·ter of Nor a and Cora . '::· · 
bi George - ~·-· . · .;' ' 
c •' Mark · rranied Sadie Robbins 
d·. : Nannii.e ' ~ShuIIiat e rrarrieci S$.las Jo~s·, : 'Qrother. to. ~y. grandfather, 

WB .. ll'a.m· A~ Jones . They · 1.ived · riany · yeal:'s ne ar BO-;vn-t:,on, Okla •. , 
ar'.d raised a large family. I arri'told 'fhat she .is . now living 
in Wewoka, Okui ., with a daµghter. - . . . . 

e~ · Lizzie shUn:ate ms.rried Herbert H. Benbrook: Hed.ied on 'April 28 , 
· 1958. She is now liviri,g at Fatiniiigton" .A&·. T.hey_ bad three 

children: (1) Jewel, who married first Albert H§Ullbl en and 
secon:i, Frank D. Giles; ( 2) Mildred marr i ed Hay Milrphy, . live 
in Tulsa; · l.3) . Clyde Raymond, who· ~a~ . kille d ilf a,cti ori in 
World War II oh July· J, 1944 in Franc' e ·• . . ., . . 

f. · Nera ShUma.t e riartied -Henry' McC\ifstion> A son; LinlEiy,· :was killed 
in World. War I, ·aiid ' 'is bu.ried in the Shuma:t~ -.~,~etery near 
Dilr ham; Ark • Nor a died when Linley was . a . sma.:11 . child • 

WILLIAM ''Little Bill"· SHUMATE (bqrri' a'fio~t 183:9;. died 1864) , : marflied 
atout 1863, .Martha Elizabeth 1tihite '{born Sep:,. ·11; 1848:; :med. Jan. 2, 
1933), whEri she Wa·s atout 1:5· y ears of age~ '.She· was daughter of' John S. 
White anci Mary Anh Mal.'oy. ThE!y had one tl'liughter, Nancy .Jane Shumate, 
who was but six ·weeks old wheri her fa,ther was' killed irt June. '1864, in 
Civil Uar _fight.ing near Wesley,- Ark., where he was turi. ed . 

a -. · , ·Nancy Jane Shumate :(born April 29·; 1864, ·died I"l:ay li,' i950) was 
married on .July 25, 1880 to Benjamin LaFayette William:; (l::orn · Jan . 22, 
1856, died Jan. 21, 1894), son of T·asel Sidney ·w11B.ams and Margaret 
Ell en Campbell. They settl ed near.McKinney, Texas, where they both_ are . 
buried. · They. had fo ur··sons : · : (1) Oscar·· Eug ene ~·filli'ams· ma.rrie,d Matti e 
Eagle: -- he i s ' -now liv:lng ·" in· Fayettevi'rle~·~d has . t~· sons '-' 'living in 
Fayetteville. (se·e article by. Os car _E,. Hilliams in this is sue); ( 2) 
William S:.i.dney Williams · .married Myrtle:_; Colerran · and · had two sons and 
one. daught-et- ; · ·The daught el" died W-ien '.' ?lmost grown:: "Sid" Williams 
died July··l5;· 1960;- (3f ~ubert Earl Williams died at. · ?ar:k~r~ Texas in 
the" sununer of 1890; ('4) Guy Ellsworth· Willians married Fay _ Adams . They 
live in Little Rock, Ark . He · is Chanc er y Judg e and f'onner Attorney
General of 1\ rkansas. They have two children, a s_on and a daughte~ ·: . . ., 

After the death· of her husband, Nancy .Jane. Shumate Williams marr ied 
William Millican 'and · had two daughters: '(l) Beulah Millican married 
Ray --Williams ·· · (no·relation) -- she has . a son and two daughters; (2) 
Maybelle Millican · rra rried Lu.th er James Rollins . They have 3 saris • 

·' 

CLARISSA SHUMATE (born about 1847, " ctied Feb . 1932) married Andrew 
Jackson Ballard (torn al:out 1838 ~n Alabama, died Jan . 1922), sol'l: _:o.f 
Georg e and -Eli:;;iabet.h Ballard', ... ·vb o caine __ to ;·Arkan sas abo~ 1844. · Their · .. , .. 
children included: · · · · · · 

•; : . ~- .. ; · ' 

a~ · Sarah B>liza-beth -Ba·i:iard (oo~n Juhe: g ,:·1a&6;':d:iect Jan'A. 6, 1959) .t : 

wh'cf never narrie d .~ She ' lived'.·at· FayetteVille·, and is buried 
a.t Durham, Aik . 



THE SHUMATE HOME AT DURHAM, ARK. 1897 
Left to right : 
Edith Shumate Jones holding Esther Jones. 
Eliza Shumate, daughter of John 
Ella Janes 
Nora Ratliff Shumate, wife of J ohn, 

holding daughter, Callie. 
Elizabeth Cole Shumate 
Bayless Shumate in his Confederate uniform 
Herbert Ratliff, son of Ida Shumate Ratliff 

At right: 
Clarissa Shumate Ballard, 
daughter of Wm. Shumate 

At left : 
Three generations : 

1. Mary Ann Maloy White 

2. Martha Elizabeth Baswell 
(widow of "Litt le Bill" 
Shumate ) . 

3. Nancy Jane Williams, 
(daughter of "Lit tle Bill" · 
Shumate) . 



,·-.,. 

9 

b. Mary Ann rc.llard (born Feb. 15, 1868, di ed Aug. 9, 1926) narri.ed 
my pater11al great-uncle, Noel Graves Campbell (born Aug. 23, 
1859, died April Z1 , 1909) , s::in of William Hugh and Julia 
Rutherford Campbell. Mary and i'foel Campbell are both · btiried · · 
in Coleman, T exas. Thei r f amily includes; . (1) William Hugh -.y> 
Campbel:).. (furn June 8, 1886 , died April 2J, 1918), ·"Who is : ·.:· ',: 
buried in Coleman, Texas; (2) Dever ette Glen Campbell (born · ·. ;·~ 
Aug. : JO, 1887) · living at Oakland, Calif . ; (3) Otta Dester 
Campbell. (born Feb118, 1891, died Nov. 9, 1953), l::uried in 

··· Odessa, Texas; (4) Arlie Leah Campbell (born Aug. 11, 1893, 
died July 26, 1916) buried j_n ColelIBn , Texas; (5) CJ.ara Julia 

· · Campbell' married .Rev. JoW ol'"Ic~inney and isnow living in C~l:-e
·t-::' · I:ran, ""Te:Xas where he is a minist er in the Disciples of Christ 

church; (6fAvery Campbell ma rried W. L. Auten, and _lives in 
Odes sa, Texas. · · · · .-~- ... 

c. Jim Ballard (died Nov. 1950), n ever narried. •·· · 
d. John W. BalJard (died Jan o 1938), rrarried Ida Johnson \\ho is no.:t · 

living in Fayetteville, Ark. Their s on is John F. Ballard of:' 
Fayetteville. 

e. George Ballard ( died Aug . 1908), rrarrie d Mamie Deis er ·and had one 
s0h~ George Balla rd of Fort Smith: Ark e 

f, Jeroo BalTurd (died .Ma rch 1956), rrarrie·ct Stella PatilJa., had two 
sons: (1) Jack L . Ballard of Denison, Texas; (2) Collom B • . 
Ballard 'of Sulphur Springs, Texas. · > 

g. Ben Calvin Baih.lard (died Dec .191+6), married Elsie, Johnson (sister"~·' 
of Ida Johnson)". He pract i ced law and was high school princi~ 
pal at Okemah, Okla. His widow is now remarried to Charles 
0 Buck11 Ratliff • Ben and El sie Bal l ard had two sons : ( 1) Ben. 

·· . C. Ballard, J r . , of San Mat eo, Calif.; (2) Charles E. Ballard · 
of ';Garland, Texas . 

h. Lydia B~IJa. rd, only living ch ild of Clar issa Shumat e Ballard, new 
lives at Marked Tree, Ark. She ])1.arrie d Jesse G. Waskom, al1ci 

· had children: (1) Clara Iva L ee 1faskom; ( 2) Jesse ;(.Vaskom ·~:f~ 
:::. , ~_ ·: : 

La'st of the "Carna han Girls " Joi ns Her Pioneer Anc estors 

On Oct .->21, 1'956, s"ome 200 member s of the WCHS and· friends journeyed 
to Avoca to help 0 the Carnahan gi r l s " c elebrat e their birthdays. The 
honorees on that occas i on were 

Mrs. Eval yn Carna han Quaile on her 95th birthday 

., 
:. -

Mrs. MaryClem Carnahan Moore on her 93rd birlhciay ' .· ;, _, •. -·r..:1 

Mrs. Susan Carnahan Roger s on her 89th birthday . . .·; ,,; , 
They were the daught ers of Jacob Prest on Carnahan, iong-time teacher 

in old Cane Hill College . Those present at that' birthday party will 
never forget the three cha rming l a dies : daughter s of the Old South, as 
they g reeted their friends on the front porch of t heir home . Now, just 
four short year s l ater, a l l thr e e of "t he Ca rnahan girls 11 are gone. 
The last to go wa s Mr s . Moore. She was l a id t o r est Jan.14 in the old 
Cane Hill burying ·ground. She was a "wa r baby" - born in 1864. 

-.. 
. · St at e Meeting at Camden i n May 

The WCHS will be represented at t he annual n:eeting of the Arkans4s 
Historical AS~8ciatign at .. Camden in May. President Feathers plans t(') 
a rrange a dis'pl~f;tb s how our publ ications and other activities. 

. :. .~: ;' :. 
·.! :. 1: ! . 
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MECK SKELTON TAKES HER FIRST TRIP BY RAILROAD AND STEAMBOAT 

In our next issue we will publish a diary written in 1877 by Miss 
Meck Skelton of Fayetteville while on a trip to Cleveland, Ohio . With 
another young woman she accompanied J.H. VanHoos e to a Kni ght templar 
convention in the Ohio city. The diary was written in a delightful 
style, by a young woman who had never been outside of Arkansas . She 
wrote: 11 I felt no unusual change when we crossed the state line into 
Missouri'i She had never seen a railroad train: 11 From the banks of a 
creek at Pierce City I saw them for the f i rst time -- the locomotive 
steaming in with a long train of cars -- a magnificent sight power 
arrl strength. 11 Then her ret urn home, three weeks later: 

11 At 9 olclock the stage stopped at the post office at 
Osage ~lls. While the mail was attended to , Mr .VanHoose got 
out a nd walked ta the residence of General Pearce. The stage 
stopped at his gate and I had t he pleasure of an introduc
tion to him - a very plain and pleasant gentleman. 

11 After 10 o 1cl ock we stopped at t he Elm Spring post office. 
Dr. Steele came to the stage and talked to us. We passed 
Johnson 1s Mill, the Mr. Hewitt's, and from there I felt at 
home. At 12 o 1 clock we got in s ight of home and I next saw 
Tim and Willy sitting on a pile of lumber wa.it ing for the 
stage. I got out at t hat same old gate I had left just three 
weeks before. 11 

This unusual diary belongs to Mrs .Henry Walker of our Society, who has 
loaned it to us for publication in FLASHBACK. In our next issue. We 
promise you, you 111 love Meck Skelton -- her sincerity and naivite. 

While out at the Mt . Comfort burying ground a few weeks ago , I paused 
at the grave of this young woman whose words are living today because 
she recorded them in her little red-bound diary of 84 years ago. Her 
tombstone says: 11llis s Meck Skelton, born May 29, 1836 - died March 22, 
1892. 11 On the opposite s ide of the marble slab, worn smooth by the 
winds ar.d rains of a century, a charcoal rubbing revealed th is ins crip 
tion: 11 Jas. A. Skelton, born Sept. 9, 1826, killed in battle at Pea 
Ridge Mar. 9, 1862. 11 And on the front of the tombstone: 11 Mrs. Polly 
Skelton, born Nov. JO, 1807, died Feb. 16, 1886. 11 

THE FA.l11JILY HISTORY MAGAZINE 
Our Society has received a sample copy of The Family History lfJ.aga

mne, published at Albuquerque, New Mexico. The 10-page January number 
features an account of the monument on the courthouse g rounds at Van 
Buren, Ark. This number conta ins .a g r eat deal of genealogical i nforma
tion, including an 1879 Real Estate Tax List of Benton County, Ark • . 
Fcmily names on-.this Bentonville ta.(C list are: Foster, Lewis, Davis, 
Patt erson, Johnson, Lee, Dameron, LeForce, Dunlap, Smith, Ball,Parker, 
Boatwright. There are no fewer than nine Pattersons on the list. 
Also of interest in this is sue a re the Marriage Records of Putnam Co . 
Mo . (Unionville) and the Cemetery Records of Sullivan Co ., Mo. (Milan). 
The latter list contains such family names as Broyles, Dearing, Dyer , 
Wilhite, Taylor and many more. Subscription price of The Family His
tory Magazine is $3. Address: Mrs.Irene Johnson, Box 96, Albuquerque. 



BAYLESS SHUMATE 
Washington County Pioneer 

Confederate Soldier 
Stirman's Bn., 34th Arkansas Regt. 

At age 90, with his 
great-granddaughter 


