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My f a ther, Bob Simps on, was born Feb. 17, 1862, nea r Mulberry, Ark . 
When his father , Lewis Si mpson, · r etu.med from service in t he War be
tween the North and the South, t he father too k Bob a nd his_ b r ot her , 
Jess Simpson, and their two sisters , Jane and -i.llen and moved to Wash
ington County, Ark . , about t hree miles south of Cane Hill. This was a 
lovely valley knov,m a s . Uohey Hollow· be ca.use of the ma ny honey . bees in 
every hollow tree. .The folks used honey fo r sweetening , because sugar 
was scarce in those days , and so 1rras money, likewis e . 

Gr andfather Simpson r emarried and soon they purcha s ed a s ection of 
l and. This l and was i n Ma r garet Simpson 1 s name until 1882 when the 
taxes were paid by rny f a ther, Bob Simpson. · When Gr andmother died , she 
l eft her part of t he l and to my f ather and his wife , Amy Reed Simpson, 
t o whom he was ma r r ied i n 1881. To t hi s union F e r e bor n t wo ch j_l dren : 
Clar.a Ethel Simpson, born Dec . 12, 1883 ~ and J t;:ihnnie Simps on, born July 
1885 . Johnnie died in i nfancy and -vras l aid to rest in what was called 
t he Cox cemetery, possibiy the oldest cemetery i n Was }1ington County. 
In August 1887, my mother , · Amy Si1mJson, dau;,hter of Samu el Reed , died 
and was laid to rest bes i de. her infant son in t he Cox c~rnetery . I was 
a motherl ess dau c_hter a t the a ge of 3~ years, I went to live wit h my 

-g randparents, Sam J.nd Lizza Holt He ed, and th eir family of seven 
' children . I was a happy yilmngster while. with my gr a ndparents . 

In February 1889 my father, Bob Si mpson, remar r ied -- to Anni.e Dold, 
daughter of Dr. Dryden .and Nancy ·'(Ree_d) Dold. Then my f ather demanded 
that hi s daughte r c6.tne ba ck a:nd · live with h irri and his new wife in 
their home on t h e _far m. I neve r was happy 1;-i t h my new mot h er. To this 
union 1vere born three sons . Louis ·Dr yden Simps on, knovn as 11 L . D. 11 , who 
was born July 9, 1889 . I now had a new brother, the sweetest lit tle 
bundle t had ever kno1,1n. I loved 'him with all my h eart an d r ocked him 
in the satn'e ·home-made c r adle that I had been rock ~d in, a l so my f a t her 
before m·e; as our Grandfather ·Simpson had made t his c r a dle before the 
Civil War . I t was a mast er pi ece . 

Another son was bo r n June 18, 1891 - Marvi n T. Simpson . Now I had 
two broth·er s , and we '.!Jer e three happy youngsters . He too wa s rocked in 
the same home-made c r a dle and he required pl ent y of attention Hhen he 
was not sleepi ng , as he ha.d to get his food from a bo t tle, which re
quired :nore work on my pa.rt . The third son was bo r n Dec . 11, 1893 . His 
name wa s Ollie Simpson but he l i ved only a few days . He t oo wa s lQ.i d 
to rest in the Cox cemet ery . J.vfo.ma was sick i n bed for weeks an d it was 
up t o me t o care fo r Mar vin T. , plent y sleepl ess n i ght s r o cki ng that 
cr adle . I did t he best I knew at t he age of 10 ye a.rs . One evening I 
cou l d not for9;et - - a good n e i g hbor l a dy by the name of !·irs . Lu l a Free
ma n , came t o my r escue . 3he t o ok my brot her i n he r a rms an d told me to 
go to bed and get some needed r est . It wo.s t he f i r st ni:~ht 1 s s l eep I 
had got t en in weeks . 

Ther e wa s no su c h a t h i n g as a hospital or a nur s i ng home or a n un
dertaker. Neh·hbors heloed ea ch other in times of sickness and death . 
All these service s wer e ~endered f r e e by helpi ng hands 1-rhen n eeded . 
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My brothers were wonderful boys and good company for a lonely sister. 
They were often cal l ed h d.ns, a s they ·.-Iere both about the same size . 
Both sta rted t o s chool the s ame day. Soon 1.D. '. 'a s a y ear ahead of 
Ha rvin T . In 1902 ~i'ather so l d ou r f a rm and. moved to Prai rie Grove, so 
the ' boys ·cou l d get a be t t e r education. On i~ov. 3 t heir mother, Annie 
(Dold) Simpson, died of typhoid fever and she t oo was laid t o rest in 
the Cox cemetery . 

The twins gre"'r r a ;··idly but a.t the age of ·six y ears, our Fath e r died. 
from a heart a ilment, a nd left them for their mother t o· sup"!JOSrt . We 
three· older children r,1e r e away froI!l home · and out in t he Horld on our 
own, so :.re si gn ed the home in Prai rJ;-e Grove and the fann ove r to our 
foster mother, Eva Lewis Simps on , who ' soon s ol d t h e pr ope rty and moved 
to Tulsa, Okla . Our father died P.pril 1 , 1915 and was l aid to rest in 
Pra i ri e Gr ove cemetery. Eva Lewis Simr:i son di ed 1 91+3 i n Pawhuska where 
she ·was making her home wi th her daught er Bess i e . 

·.Harold· Simpson di ~d of a heart atta ck on Jan. 3, 1953 . He had been 
with Swift & Company nea rly 20 y ea r ,s. He was l a i d t o r est in t he Tul sa 
cemete!"J . He l eft a wife, r,famie ·,Sirn 'Son, and an a dopt ed son ?aul. At 
the services in the rfothodist Ch'u°rch, Edgar Gu est 1 s poem "Thi·s , Is My 
neligi .on 11 , 1;1as r ead by t he nev. James 'Gir t er, mi ni s ter of youth . His 
brother s , L. D. and ha rvin 'I'. S~mpson, }r8r e pres ent , but !-!.aro1d 1 s twin 
·sister in Cal i fornia was not abl e to ~bme . L. D. a nd Harvin and t heir 
s ister ( Cl a. r a 2. Kendr i ck ) spent sever d:l days vi siting kinfolks, T,h.en 
Marvin went ba ck to his drug store in· Kansas City . He had no 1-d.f e or 
f amily . Both brot h ers were victims of i ·orld \ a r I and se:I.dom ha da 
1·1ell da.y a f t e r t hei r ret u r n to the USA. i:"iy lif e was wr apped around 
both t heir :;Lives, ancl. ~"le t h r ee s har ed each oth<::!r' s misf o r t unes and 
joys . I, bein r~: t he oldest~ never d rean:ed I 1·Iould have t o ca.rry on a t 

: their passing . · 

Dec . 17, 1958 at 2 in t he morning, I received a t elegr am $aying t hat 
L. D. had passed mvay in St. Loui s . I ha d just come home · from St . Loui s 
i n November and was tryin;-~ to hel p my brot her, f·farvin T . Sim"!Json, who 
wa s in the Wa dswort h Hospita l in l>li. ssouri. · I d eci ded t ha t L .D . gone) 
I should. go t o he 1 y.i my sick broth er . I t ri ed to get him t r a nsferred . to 

- t h e i•fuskoge e Veterans Eosnital . He died Dec . 30 i n K..an sas City; I was 
.a t his s i de t'rhen death car;•e and had him l ci,id to rest i n t he cemeter y 
at Coffeyville) Kan sas o Beinr,; t he ol dest of our Simpson f ami l y, I will 
s oon be with t he rest . Am now 82 years of age . 

Clara E. (Simpson ) Kendrick 
(also Reed, King, Holt) 



with h is f irst wife, 
Amy King Reed. 

This is their wedding pi cture, 
June 1881. 

BOB SIMPSON 

with his third wife, 
Eva Lewis of Prairi e Grove, 

whom he married 
in 1905. 

with his second wife, Annie Dold, and his children: Marvin T., Lou is D. and 
Clara E. Simpson. Photo 1896. 

(See accompanying artic le by Clara Simpson Kendrick) 
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