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FIVE GUNERATIONS OF SIMP3ONS

by Clara E. (Simp - .son) Kendrick
328 5. Iocust, Nowata, Okla,

My father, Bob Simpson, was born Feb. 17, 1862, near Mulberry, Ark.
When his father, Lewis Simpson, raturned from service in the War be-
tween the Worth and the South, the father took Bob and his brother,
Jess Simpson, and their two sisters, Jane and illen and moved to Wash-
ington County, Ark., about three miles south of Cane Hill. This was a
lovely valley known as Honey Hollow hecsuse of the many honay bees in
every hollow tree. The folks used honey for sweetening, because sugar
vas scarce in those days, and so was money, likewise.

Grandfather Simpson remarried and soon they purchased a section of
land., This land was in Margaret Simpson's name until 1882 when the
taxes rere paid by my father, 3ob 3Simpson. Vhen Grandmother died, she
left her part of the land to my father and his wife, Amy Reed Simpson,
to whom he was married in 1881, To this union were born two children:
Clara Ethel Simpson, bern Dee. 12, 1823 ,and Johnnie Simpson, born July
1885, Johmnie died in infancy and vas laid to rest in vhat was called
the Cox cemetery, possibly the oldest cemetery in Washington County,
In Aupust 1887, my mother, Amy Simvson, daurhter of Samuel Heed, died
and was laid to rest beside her infant son in the Cox cemetery. 1 was
a motherless dauslter st the age of 31 years. I went to live with my
grandparents, Sam ond Lizza Holt Heed, and their family of seven
ehildren. I was a happy ydungster while #ith my prandparents,

In February 1889 my father, Bob 3impson, remarried -—- to Annie Dold,
daughter of Dr. Dryden and Mancy (Reed) Dold. Then my father demanded
that his daushter come back dnd live with him and his new wife in
their home on the farm, I never was hapry 1ith my new mother, To this
union were born three sons, Louis Uryden Simpson, lmown as "L.D.", who
was bom July 9, 1689. I now had a new brother, the sweetest little
bundle I had ever known. I loved him with all my heart and rocked him
in the same home-made cradle that I had been rocked in, also my father
before me, as our Crandfather Simpson had made this cradle before the
Civil War, It was a masterpiece.

Another son was born June 18, 1891 - Marvin T. Simpson. lNow I had
two brothers, and we were three happy youngsters. He too was rocked in
the same home-made cradle and he required plenty of attention when he
was not sleeping, as he had to get his food from a bottle, which re-
quired wors work on my part. The third son was born Dec. 11, 1893, His
name was Ollie Simpson but he lived only a few days. He too was laid
te reat in the Cox cametery. Ma=ma was sick in bsd for weeks and it was
up to me to care for Marvin T., mnlenty sleepless nights rocking that
cradle., I did the hest I mew at the age of 10 years. One evening I
could not forwet -- a good neighbor lady by the name of :rs.lula Free—
man, came to my rescue, -he took my brother in her arms and told me to
g0 to bed and g3t some needed rest. It was the first nisht's sleep 1
had gotten in weeks.

There was no such a thing as a hospital or a mursing home or an un-
dertaker. HNeigshbors helned each other in times of sickness and death.
All these serviges were reudered free by helping hands vhen needed.
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¥y brothers trere wonderful boys and good company for a lonely sister.
They were often called twins, as they were both about the same size.
Both started to schocl the same day. Soon L.D, vas & year ghead of
Maririn T. In 1902 Father sold our farmm and moved to Prairie Grove, so
the boys could get a better education. On Nov. 3 their mother, Annie
(Dold) Simpson, died of typhoid faver and she too was laid to rest in
the Cox ceustery.

Then it was up to me to eep my nromise to their mother that I would -
do all T sould for my two brothzrs, vho wers then 10 .and 12 years old,
As time went on, L.D. and darvin T. Simnson both graduszted from Prai-
rie Grove hish school. During their school years at home, our Father
married Miss dva Lewis;, and to this union were born twins, Harold and
Hagel Simpson. We werse proud to have = new brother and sister. She was
the first girl since I was bom, beinz thz oldest of seven children, I
could say eight children, =as Dya had a dauzhter, whose name was
changzed to Bessy Simpson, but our Fat''er was not her father by bloed. .

The twins grew re-idly but at the age of -six years, our Father died
from a heart ailment, and left them for their mother to supnosrt. We
three older children were away from home and out in the world on our
own, so ve signed the home in Prairie Grove and the fam over to our
foster mother, Lva lewls Simpson, who scon sold the property and moved
to Tulsa, Okla. Our father died April 1, 1915 and was laid to rest in
Prairie Crove cemnstery, Iva Lewis Simnson died 1943 in Pawhuaks where
she was malking her home with her daughter Bessie.

Harold Simpson died of a heart attack on dan. 3, 1953. He had been
with Swift & Company nearly 20 years. He was laid to rest in the Tulsa
cemetery, He left a vife, lamie 5im son, and an adopted son Paul. At
the services in the ldethodist Church, Udgar Cuest's poem "This Is My
Neligion", was read by the hHev. James Carter, minister of youth. His
brothers, L.D. and harvin T. 2impson, wesre present, but Harold's twin
gister in California was not able to come, L.D. and Harvin and their
sister (Clara 2. Hendrick) seent several days wvisiting kinfolks, Then
Marvin went back to his drug store in Kensas City. He had no vife or
family. Both brothers were vietims of ‘orld 'ar I and seldan hada
well day after their return to the USA. 4y life was wrapped around
both their lives, and we three shared each other's misfoertunes and
Joys. I, beine the oldest, never dreavied I would have to carry on at
their passing,

dec, 17, 1958 at 2 in the morning, 1 received a telegram saying that
L.D. had passed away in 5t. Louis. I had just come home from St,louis
in dovember and was tryins to help my brother, Marvin T. Simnson, who
was in the Wadsworth Hospital in Missouri. I decided that L.D. pone,
I should go to heln my sick brother. I iried to get him transferred to
- the Muskogee Veterans Hosnital, He died Dec. 30 in Kansas City. I was
at his side vhen death cane and had him laid to rest in the cemetery
at Coffeyville, Kansas, Beins the oldest of our Simpson family, I will
soon be with the rest, Am now 82 years of age.

Clara E. {Simﬁs-:m} Hendrick
(also Reed, King, Holt)



BOB SIMPSON

with his first wife, with his third wife,
_ Amy King Reed. Eva Lewis of Prairie Grove,
This is their wedding picture, whom he married
June 1881 in 1905,

with his second wife, Annie Dold, and his children: Marvin T., Louis D. and
Clara E, Simpson. Photo 1896,
(See accompanying article by Clara Simpsan Kendrick)
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