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THE SK I NNER FAMI LY 
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My materna l Gra ndfathe r \./ill iam J ohn SK INNER was born on 23rd Decembe r 1894 i n 
Mar yl ebone , London t o Isabe lla BAI LLI E and Joseph SKI NNER. Sometime af terward s while 
stil l an i nf ant he was taken to the small He rtfo rds hi re village of Ha t field Br oad Oak 
to be raised by another family a nd neve r knowi ng his own parents , he grew up and 
ma r ried my Na r.a , Al ice CRACKNELL . 

Joseph SKINNER was t he s on of Thomas SKI NNER a shoemaker from t he l sl e of Man who'd 
l a ter settled in Liverpool. Isabell a BAILLI~ was the daughter of Cha rl es BAILLIE, a 
Gr-ocer a l so f r om Live r pool . 

Joseph' s fa ther Thomas had l eft t he l sl e of "1an s ome Hme i n t he ear l y 1800 's with 
ot her SKI NNER families al 1 of whom wer e Shoemakers by t r ade , Thomas even tua lly had 
his own s hop in Liscard , Wa llsey , Liverpool. 

There is s ome mys tery as t o why Isabel la and Joseph l eft Llve rpool a nd t hei r f amili es 
for London , Isabeila was forty t wo years ol d when she had her s on llilliam a nd she 
was not married to his Fat he r Joseph. 

The y fina l ly married in 1906 a nd f or thi s reason they returned to West Der by, 
Liver poo l, both their Father ' s were by this time deceased . 

Joseph d ied the fo ll owing y~ar i n h i s Sho~ma ke rs s hop i n Kensington, Lon4on . On 
finding his will we f ound he had a daught er, Daisy a l so l iving in London at that 
time in Domes t1 c Service but thei r was no men ti on of the i r son Wi 11 iam . 

At s ome time durj ng my Mo ther ' s childhood, pos• i bly the mi<l - 1 9 30 ' ~ to early 40's u 
per sonal ad ' appeared i n a ne1o.>spaper, pos sibly The Times, a Sir John Ski nne JC was 
t rying to trace Will iam J ohn Ski nne r and know hi s whereabouts, my Grandfathe r refused 
to reply t o the advert ise ment and so t he myste r y was never s ol ve d . 

There could wel l have been some scand.:i i in connection wi Lh .Joseph and Isabe l l a hence 
their depa r t ur e fo r London a nd their late Marriage. 

l a m now n~sca r chi ng mor e in t o my I s I e of Ma n ancestors and have found our that 
Thomas SKINNER' s Gr and- Paren ts were Thomas SKINNER and Esther CAIN but have yet to 
find the other mi.ssi ng I i nks . 

I mus t now turn t o the BAILLIE family fo r Isabel la's f amtly history , ai i 1 knoi.: 
is Lhat she wa,,; born in 18)2 the daughter of Char les BATT. LlE a Grocer fr om West 
Derby. I wil l one day have all or mos L of the ans wers a nd they may be s i mp le but 
t hi,,; is sur ely a pr obl em and one l look f or1o.>a r d to solving with reli sh ' 

My mother f irst ~i roused my c.uri.ousi ty wi t h thi s sto ry ot he r Father ' s unusua 1 
hnc: kg round ,;:i,nd se t Ille on the trail c.i f my Fam i1y Tr f:' ss 't c v~~11L u;J1 l y I ho yc to be ab l e· 
t o presen t her with a finished a r ticle ! 

t1y f a ther i s from Southern lre la nd so Lhat (,..•l i1 iH"'.' ano :her c ha l l enge . 

:I r~ . :\icol.-:i lG<;J .. F.D:'.~\ 
3 Barnett Court, St& t lon Approu~h, Mi nster in Thanet 
Kent . 


