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508 CLANS, SEPTS, AND REGIMENTS OF THE SCOTTISH INGHLANDS

Arms of Chief
{or imporfant Chigflain).

Heraldis Deseription of Armorial
Bearings.

CLUHY-MACFHEREOMN

MACQUARRIE

MACQUREN

MALCOLM OF POLTALLOCH

Arms ; Party per fess or and arure, a
lymphad of the first fagged gules, sails
furled, oars in action proper, In the
dexter chiel point a dexter hand couped
lesawlse grasping a dagger erect palewise
gules, and In the sinister a cross.crosslet
fitchéds gules. Crasl ; A cat sejant proper,
Euﬁgwtm ! Two Highlanders (in tartan
doubilets of the Cluny tartan), thelr shirts
[or " leine chroich ) fastened between
thelr bare thighs, helmets on thelr heads,
dirks by their sides, and targets on thelr
arms,  AMotto: “"Touch not the cat Lut
(without) a glove."

Lyon Register, 48, 78.

Mot matriculated,

Mot matriculated.

Arms : Argent a fess azure between
three mullets in chiel and a lion rampant
in base gules. Crest ! A cubit arm grasping
& aword proper. Motle ! "' Fortitudine
(By lortitude).

Lyon Register, XXVII, 16,

Arms: Argent, on a saltire azure
betwean four stags’ heads erased gules,
five mullets or. Cresf © A tower argent.
Supporlers ; Two nlags at gaze proper,
collared and with chains reflexed over
the back or. Mefloes : over crest, " In
ardua Ltendit " (Alms at lalty things), and,
under erest, * Deus reflugium nostrum
(God s our reluge).

Lyon Register, 11, 179, 48, 115.

TECHNICAL DNESCRIPTIONS OF ARMORIAL DEARINGS 500

Arms of Chief
[ar important Chieftain).

Heraldie Description of Armorial
Bearingst.

HOUSE OF MAR,
EARL OF MAR

MUNRD OF FOULIS

Arms ;1 and 4, Azure a bond belbween six croas-
crosslels fitchee, Or. Cresf: On a chapean
Gules [urred Ermine two wings each of ten pen
leathers erected and addorsed both emblazoned
as the shicld. Supperters: Two grifline argent,
nrmed, beaked and winged Or.

Lyon Register, XXX, 67,

Arms ! Gyronny of elght sable and gules, a
lion rampant or, armed and langued arure.
Crest : lssuant from an antique crown or o
hand brandishing a seimitar lessways all proper.
Malto : " Fac ct Spera,” and on o compart-
ment embellished of roses four-petalled or.
This motto ™ O'Chian.""

Lyon Register, XLVI, 137,

Arms ! Argent, a chiel gules. Crest! A
savage's head erased proper. Supporfers ; Two
savages wreathed around the head and loins
proper. Moo : {over) ” Vil God I mal"*

Lyan Register, 1, 188; XLII, 141.

Arms ; Or, an eagle’s head erased gules
Cresf : An eagle on the perch proper. Swujfs-
poriers : Two eagles proper. Molle @ " Dread
God."

Lyon Regivier, 1, 188 ; XXXIX, 1.
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Where THREAD COUNTS arc referred to, these represent the number of
threads ul each of the colours used in that particular tartan. SETT is the
arrangement of colours — of any type - in a tartan pattern, and it is generally
taken to be 3 complete sequence of colours before the patiern beging again,
As the pattern comprises ane of more PFIVOTS, around which the sett should
be the ame ]q Taur dircetions, most patterns are symmetrical, In some early
tartans, there is an asymmetrical patiern meaning that there is no such pivot in
which the sequence of colours aze mirrored, The thread count for the pivot is
given in FULL, Le. for the whole width of that calour.

SUBJECT: STRACHAN, STRACHEN, STRAUGHEN

REPORT:

The Strachans are not a c¢lan or part of & clan, but, together with _ the Morrer
Toughs and Marrs formed what 1is known as the "Tribe of Mar", The ch:
of the Mar Tribe and the family of Mar is the Earl of Mar and Kellie.

According to Dr Black, 2the name and its variants is territorial in oric
and is derived from the lands of Strachan (pronounced Strawn) in Kincardineshi:
As can be seen from earlier spellings of this name (as given in 'Blach
it was originally Strath meaning a wvalley, The namea has been softened
England into Strachan in dccordance with pronounciation.

The family of &Strachan of &Strachan is of great antiguity. 3 The name
first recorded when Waldeuus de Stratheihan, who with the consent of L
son and heir Ranulfus, granted cthe lands of Blarkerroch teo "the church
S5t. Andrews cl200. Between 1203-14, Ranulph de Stratheuchin witnessed
charter granted by Thomas de Lunedin. Thomas de &Strathechyn who ser
on an inguest in 1333 may be the same Thomas de Strathawyn who had a lea
from the Abbey of Abirbrothic of lands in “the Mearns 1in 1342, and Thom
de Stradegwhyn designed "dominus de Knokkis in le Mernys" 1351. 1

In 148%, Sir John Stradachyn, a cleric, was witness in Aberdeen and sever
years later in 1512, David Straughin was procurator of the Scottish "Natic
in the University of Orleans. In later years some thirty or so variatic
in spelling of this name are on record. 2

-

There s pno Strachan tartan, but the npame has been associated with the Tri
of Mar and people of this name may wear the Mar tartan, which was register
with Lyon Court on 23rd May 1978 (This tartan 1is also known as the Sxe.
tarcan).

Copyright 5TS 2/12/85
1. Adam, Frank: Clans, Septs & Regiments of the Scottish Highlands.

2. Black, G.F: Surnames of Scotland, their origin meaning and history.

3. Andersecn W: The Scottish Nation,

Presoevn Hia Grace THE Duse oF Amiole
Exmevmve Crssian: D D. Gongon TEALL or Teash




Mar (Tribe of..)

Mar (Tribe of..)
District tartan
1978
Lyon Court Book 1978
Source: Rt Hon Margeret of Mar

is wuch debate over the tres representation of the Mar District tartan. In
that the matter should be settled and the design be “kmowm and recognised
proper tartan of the Tribe of Nar", the Rt Hon Margaret of War, Countess
a petition to the Lord Lyon to record this sett. The desigmer Is
the date is possibly pre 1850. Frank Adam called the sett Skeme, and
said it case froa the Doke of Fife whose ancestors oumed Mar Lodge. Both Skemes
and Robertsons lived in the Mar district in the north east of Scotland.

Pricted by bhe SOOTTIS TRTTARE SDCIETY (Ressarch) 1954
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TARTANS SOCIETY

Highland Heritage Museum Trust,
Fonab House, Pitlochry, PH16 5ND,
Perthshire, Scotland.

RESEARCH REPORT Tel: Ptt“lgmm(ggﬂg 74079
NOTE: The information given hereunder is correct in the light of existing
knowledge. but could alter subsequently, following new discoveries.

Where THREAD COUNTS are referred to. these represent the number of
threads of each of the colours used in that particulur tartan. SETT is the
arrangement of colours — of any type — in a tartan pattern, and it is generally
taken to be a complete sequence of colours before the pattern begins again.
As the pattern comprises ane of more PIVOTS, around which the sett should
be the same in four dircctions, most patterns are symmetrical. In some carly
tartans, there is an asymmetrical pattern meaning that there is no such pivot in
which the sequence of colours are mirrored. The thread count for the pivot is
given in FULL, i.e. for the whole width of that colous.

SUBJECT: . MAR/MARR

REPORT : RED BLACK GREEN BLACK YELLOW
2 3 45 3 2 (a)
2 4 32 4 2 (b)

There is a great deal of confusion surrounding the origins of this tartan
known as the Mar District/Tribe of Mar and also Skene. There is a note
in Adams 5th Edition edited by Sir Thomas Innes of Learney which states,l
that he got it as Skene:- “"from the Duke of Fife (whose ancestors had owned
Mar Lodge from the eighteenth centuryj}". The fact that the Skenes ~were
in the Mar Area and were known in Gaelic as 'Clan Donnachaidh Mhairr' (Clan
Robertson of Mar), has led to this confusion being greatly increased.
Later editions of Adam’'s work (8th) show a different tartan for Skene,
this one not being included at all. There appears to be no reference to
the above tartan ever having been called the Mar District or Tribe of Mar
prior to this century. Indeed it does not appear to have existed as such
prior to this date.
-

After careful study what appears to have happened is that this tartan has
originated by a series of errors in the drawing of the 0ld Skene tartan,
as ,suggested in Stewart's work,2 and the above sett will clearly be seen
to be a simplified or contracted form of Stewart's sett. James Loganj
gave a sett for the Logan tartan, but not one for Skene. At some point
between this and his joint venture with MacIan,4 he seems to have learnt
of one. Howevar MacIan appears to have rendereg this 1naccurately, and
the full scale does not appear in a published form until MacIntyre North's
work. 5 McIan's drawing shows a sett+ very similar to the one given above
but the red and yellow are' shown twice before the stripe changes colour
as opposed to alternatively  being red and yellow as in the Mar sett. It
would therefore seem that McIan was responsible for this sett, under the
name Skene, and that at some point (presumably this century) the sett was
further simplified by mistake or design and became Mar.. McIan claimed
that his setting was taken from an 0ld Skene kilt, however by the time
John MacGregor Hastie came to verify this in the 1930's, the kilt was no
longer 'available' for inspection.

Regardless of the exact origins or the date at which it was first called
Mar, this tartan is now accepted by the Chief of the Tribe of Mar and was
recorded by the Court of the Lord Lyon on May 23rd 1978 as "the proper
tartan of the Ancient Trmmmfgfm is that officially recorded

by the Lyon Court together with the follng.ng petition:- "Be it known



~2-

REPORT CONTD/ MAR/MARR

unto all by these present, I, THE RIGHT HONOURABLE MARGARET OF MAR, Thirtyfirst
Countess of Mar and Chief of the Ancient Tribe of Mar considering that
confusion has arisen in the past as to the correct tartan to be worn and
used as the ordinary tartan of my Tribe or Mar and it being the wish of
many members of the Clan that a tartan should be known and recognised as
the proper tartan of the Tribe of ‘Mar and thus now be defined and recorded
to the effect that the same shall not be the subject of unwarrantable and
inconvenient variations: WIT YE ME that the exercise of the power competent
to and vested in me as Countess of Mar and appointed likeas I now order
and appoint that the proper tartan of my said Tribe of Mar is and shall
be of the colours and proportions hereinafter specified, videlicet:".

Count (b) comes from an older sample in the Society's Collection and it
will be noted that there 1s a slight variation in the count/proportions
(notably a smaller green ground), which according to the above petition
should not be found in production today. It 1s doubtful whether this exact
thread count (a) would be met with in material form as it has a rather

unworkable thread count, being mostly uneven.

The name Mar/Marr is by no means confined to Scotland (where it 1s apparently
specific to Aberdeenshire), but is also found in several locations in England.
The name comes from the Norse word 'marr' meaning marshy and can therefore
be included in the group of names originating as topographically descriptive
ones.® In Scotland the district of Mar 1is that. lying between the Don and
Dee rivers, an area which was one of the old maormordoms into which the
north of Scotland was divided prior to the clan systems having evolved.
The Mars were therefore never a clan as such, but are of a far older grouping

normally referred to as a 'tribe’'.

-

The first reference to the area one finds i1s in 1065 when Martachus, maormor
of Marr witnessed a charter by Malcolm Canmore. 7 William de Mar c.1235
appears to be the first recorded, using this as a personal designation/surname.
He was a witness to a grant to the Abbey of Kelso.® In 1501 Johnne of Mar
and Dauld Mar are on record to be 'abbat and priour of bonacord', in Aberdeen.

This name has become somewhat confused with Mair, a name which Dr Black
derives from the office of ‘'one who serves legal writs'. However he also
includes this spelling in the records of names under the section on Mar,
while at the same time including the record of spelling Marr or Mare for
Mair under the latter section. In certain cases it -could also be that
Mair has arisen from the Gaelic genitive form of Mar. It would seem likely

therefore that the name was interchangeable.

The Earldom of Mar, formally belonged to the Skenes and later passed to
the Erskines, who were known as Earls of Mar and Kellie. This has lead
to the assumption that the Mars could wear the Erskine tartans although
they had no ancient links with this famjly's area in the Borders. However
as the Mars now have a recognised Chief of their own, it would be quite
wrong for them to use the crest and tartans of the Brskines or any ot{{_er
clan or family. It has also been suggested that the Mars might use’ the
Gordon tartan as a form of district sett for Aberdeen. The above equally
applies to the Gordon tartan, and the Mars should now remain firmly with

their own tartan.

NOTES: /
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Highland Heritage Museum Trust,
Fonab House, Pitlochry, PH16 5ND,
Perthshire, Scotland.
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NOTE: The information given hereunder is correct in the light of existing
knowledge. but could alter subsequently, following new discoveries.

Where THREAD COUNTS are referred to. these represent the number of
threads of each of the colours used in that particulur tartan. SETT is the
arrangement of colours — of any type — in a 1artan pattern, and it is generally
taken to be a complete sequence of colours before the pattern begins again.
As the pattern comprises one of more PIVOTS, around which the sett should
be the same in four dircctions, most patterns are symmetrical. In some carly
tartans, there is an asymmetrical pattern meaning that there is no such pivot in
which the sequence of colours are mirrored. The thread count for the pivot is
given in FULL, i.e. for the whole width of that colour.

[}

SUBJECT: . MAR/MARR

REPORT: RED BLACK GREEN BLACK YELLOW
2 3 45 3 2 (a)
2 4 32 4 2  (b)

There is a great deal of confusion surrounding the origins of this tartan
known as the Mar District/Tribe of Mar and also Skene. There 1is a note
in Adams 5th Edition edited by Sir Thomas Innes of Learney which states/A
that he got it as Skene:- "from the Duke of Fife (whose ancestors had owned
Mar Lodge from the eighteenth century)"”. The fact that the Skenes “were
in the Mar Area and were known in Gaelic as 'Clan Donnachaidh Mhairr' (Clan
Robertson of Mar), has led to this confusion being greatly increased.
Later editions of Adam's work (8th) show a different tartan for Skene,
this one not being included at all. There appears to be no reference to
the above tartan ever having been called the Mar District or Tribe of Mar
prior to this century. Indeed it does not appear to have existed as such
prior to this date.
-

After careful study what appears to have happened is that this tartan has
originated by a series of errors in the drawing of the Old Skene tartan,
as ,suggested in Stewart's work,2 and the above sett will clearly be seen
to be a simplified or contracted form of Stewart's sett. James Logan,3
gave a sett for the Logan tartan, but not one for Skene. At  some point
between this and his joint venture with MacIan,? he seems to have learnt
of one. However MacIan appears to have rendered this inaccurately, and
the full scale does not appear in a published form until MacIntyre North's
work. 5 McIan's drawing shows a setts very similar to the one given above
but the red and yellow are' shown twice before the stripe changes colour
as opposed to alternatively - being red and yellow as in the Mar sett. It
would therefore seem that McIan was responsible for this sett, under the
name Skene, and that at some point (presumably this century) the sett was
further simplified by mistake or design and became Mar.. . McIan claimed
that his setting was taken from an 0l1d Skene kilt, however by the time
John MacGregor Hastie came to verify this in the 1930's, the kilt was no
longer 'available' for inspection.

Regardless of the exact origins or the date at which it was first called
Mar, this tartan is now accepted by the Chief of the Tribe of Mar and was
recorded by the Court of the Lord Lyon on May 23rd 1978 as '"the proper
tartan of the Ancient Trilemflmdlions o cubfltmya) is that officially recorded

or

by the Lyon Court together with the following petition:- "Be it known
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REPORT CONTD/ MAR/MARR

unto all by these present, I, THE RIGHT HONOURABLE MARGARET OF MAR, Thirtyfirst
Countess of Mar and Chief of the Ancient Tribe of Mar considering that
confusion has arisen in the past as to the correct tartan to be worn and
used as the ordinary tartan of my Tribe or Mar and it being the wish of
many members of the Clan that a tartan should be known and recognised as
the proper tartan of the Tribe of Mar and thus now be defined and recorded
to the effect that the same shall not be the subject of unwarrantable and
inconvenient variations: WIT YE ME that the exercise of the power competent
to and vested in me as Countess of Mar and appointed likeas I now order
and appoint that the proper tartan of my said Tribe of Mar is and shall
be of the colours and proportions hereinafter specified, videlicet:".

Count (b) comes from an older sample in the Society's Collection and it
will be noted that there is a slight variation in the count/proportions
(notably a smaller green ground), which according to the above petition
should not be found in production today. It is doubtful whether this exact
thread count (a) would be met with in material form as it has a rather

unworkable thread count, being mostly uneven.

The name Mar/Marr is by no means confined to Scotland (where it 1s apparently
specific to Aberdeenshire), but is also found in several locations in England.
The name comes from the Norse word 'marr' meaning marshy and can therefore
be included in the group of names originating as topographically descriptive
ones.® In Scotland the district of Mar 1is that lying between the Don and
Dee rivers, an area which was one of the old maormordoms into which the
north of Scotland was divided prior to the clan systems having evolved.
The Mars were therefore never a clan as such, but are of a far older grouping

normally referred to as a 'tribe’.

-

The first reference to the area one finds is in 1065 when Martachus, maormor
of Marr witnessed a charter by Malcolm Canmore. William de Mar c¢.1235
appears to be the first recorded, using this as a personal designation/surname.
He was a witness to a grant to the Abbey of Kelso.” In 1501 Johnne of Mar
and Dauid Mar are on record to be 'abbat and priour of bonacord', in Aberdeen.

This name has become somewhat confused with Mair, a name which Dr Black
derives from the office of 'one who serves legal writs'. However he also
includes this spelling in the records of names under the section on Mar,
while at the same time including the record of spelling Marr or Mare for
Mair under the latter section. In certain cases it ‘could also be that
Mair has arisen from the Gaelic genitive form of Mar. It would seem likely

therefore that the name was interchangeable.

The Earldom of Mar, formally belonged to the Skenes and later passed to
the Erskines, who were known as FEarls of Mar and Kellie. This has lead
to the assumption that the Mars could wear the Erskine tartans although
they had no ancient 1links with this famjly's area in the Borders. However
as the Mars now have a recognised Chief of their own, it would be quite
wrong for them to use the crest and tartans of the Erskines or any o,tg[er
clan or family. It has also been suggested that the Mars might use’ the
Gordon tartan as a form of district sett for Aberdeen. The above egually
applies to the Gordon tartan, and the Mars should now remain firmly with

their own tartan.

NOTES:/
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50 District Tartans of Scotland
-

DEESIDE

Gaelic Name
Strath Dhe

Designer Fenton Wynes
Date 1963

There are two rivers with the name Dee in Scotland; One in the
Grampian Region in the northeast, the other in Dumfries and
Galloway in the southwest. It is to the former that the Deeside
district tartan relates. The northern Deeside is an extensive
area since the river Dee drains some 765 square miles of
countryside, mainly in the former county of Aberdeenshire.
The river rises in a spring on Braeriach, one of the peaks in the
Cairngorms, 4061 feet in height, with a secondary source, the
Pools of Dee in the Lairig Ghru. Its initial course flows
southwards through the wild, steep-sided Glen Dee, until it
joins the Geldie Burn at White Bridge. Thence it turns east-
wards through Aberdeen. Wooded slopes flank the river in
many places. It is not surprising that Queen Victoria chose it as
the site for her Scottish home, Balmoral. The names of many of
its towns and villages are known throughout the Highland
world because of their Highland Games. Braemar, always
attended by the Royal Family, Ballater, Aboyne, Banchory and
Aberdeen, among them. Deeside, too is renowned for its fine
salmon fishing.

The Deeside district tartan was designed in 1963 by a well-
known local historian and architect from Aberdeen, Fenton
Wynes, on behalf of the Dee Valley Textiles Ltd. The tartan is
symbolic, which is unusual for Scottish district tartans. The
colours répresent —
Grey  the granite rocks and pinnacles and enshrouding mists
Blue  the River Dee and the two great mountain ranges, the
Grampians and Cairngorms
Green  the pine forests, the Scots firs and larches
White  the slender birch trunks and the snow in remote corries
Yellow the broom, gorse and the bracken
Purple the heather, bell and ling and the Royal Purple for the
Celtic dynasties and their present-day successors, the
House of Windsor
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STORM
STORMONT
STORRAR
STORRIE, -EY
STORY

STOTT

STOUT
STOW(E)
STRACHAN
STRACHAN
STRACHAN
STRACKAN, -EN
STRADE
STRALOCH
STRANACK
STRANG(E)
STRANGE (R)
STRAT(T)ON
STRATH

CULLODEN DIST
FIFE DIST
CULLODEN DIST
OGILVIE
TYNESIDE DIST
ABERDEEN DIST
ABERDEEN DIST
EDINBURGH DIST
DEESIDE DIST
MAR DIST
STRATHSPEY DIST
MAR DIST

" ABERDEEN DIST

ABERDEEN DIST
ABERDEEN DIST

" ANGUS DIST

MAC GREGOR
EDINBURGH DIST

" ABERDEEN DIST .

STRATHEARN DIST

- STRATHEARN DIST




MARR

MARR, Scotch

CREST : A'cross crosslet, fitched, gold

MOTTO : IN CRUCE SALUS
(Salvation from the cross)

MARR, English

CREST : A horse's head, erased and
bridled, proper

MARR, Essex

.CREST : Two lions' gambs, erased, in
saltier, gold, in each a battle axe,
handles, gules, blades, argent

MARR and KELLIE, Earl of, Baron Erskine
and Dirleton, Scotch,

CREST : In dexter hand, couped above wrist,
a dagger, erect, proper, pommel and
hilt, gold.

MMM - TYY TATIATI YT O TNY TYY



MAR

MAR, Scotch

CREST : A goat's head, erased
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