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1'HE T(JNNSEND J'AKILY 

OUr first ancestor of the Townsend family in 
America was Joseph Townsend, who came to our shores in 
1'111, first settling at Abington, Pennsylvania, later at 
Ooncor4 B!ld finall7 at Chester. He we.a the eon of William 
Townsend, a eon of Richard. William was ot Bucklebury, 
lhlgland. Re married lfary Lawrence in l.683, and died in 
1692. 

Thie surname formerly "the town's endw from a 
residence there, has various torma in The Hundred Rolle, 
auoh aa Ate-TowneahandJ Ate Tuneeenda Ate Tunishend,, etc. 
The name, though of eecentially plebian origin, emerged, 
according to Lower•e "Patronym1oa Britannica" from the 
ignoble vuisus at an early period after its adoption 
being traced to the year 13,7, in gentle degree at Snorins 
llagna, County Bortolk, England. 
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TBB TOVIJISERD LIBE. 

?~RIOBARD TO\JISEND, ( .. ) , who married 1n 

and had 

2-WXLLIAll ~WNSEBD, ( -1692) , of Buc~lebury , England, 
Hi inarr1e4 in l6BS 

llARY LAWRlmOE, ( • ). 
and had 

3-JOS:aP"ll !()VJBSBHD. (168'·1 '766-). Came to America in 1711 
ati1 set tled in Pennsylvania. He married 1710 

l!ARTHA WOODERSOJr, (1660·176?) 
and hM\ 

4-.ro:rm TOWllSDD, (1,16·l.B03), who marr1eci it1 11141 
JOA.B'BA DGL.IJW, ( 1921· l '186) , 

and had 

5-LYDXA TOW!fSEBD, (1'145•l'19S), who ll&J"tit?d in 1766 
l\EUDN JOHn, ( ·l.S22J 

and had 

6-AJm JOBN, (1'1'16•1834), who marr1e4 in 1802 
BZRA WU:m:s, (1'1,4-1S61) 

an4 had 

?•JOHN 'l'OWJlSEm> HAINES, (1eo:s-1ee&) • who married in J.829 
~AH WILLt.AltS, (1807-1896) 

and ha4 

a-ABBA VARIA HA!lrnS , (1832· 1861) • who mat"ried 1n iee2 
LUCIUS IXTBCAJl PRICB, (1830-1904) 

and had 

9-A!mE JOHBS ll'RJQS, (1856-1921), who tnlln1e4. tn le'' 
JOB :BAR Tell PAXTON , ( 1642· 1913) 

and ha4 

10-SUE PRICB l'AXTOJ, (18?8" ) , who nsrr1ed ill 1909 
J&UIKLIH .DAVJOOlORT EDWNDS , (18'14• ) 

and ha4 

11-AND PRICE PAXTON EI!lUNDS, 
AD:mLINE Vfii'_,IS H EDDU?mS , and 

HENRY REEVES EDJIU?IDS, 2nd. 

- 0 ... 
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W¥,IAM TOWliSJi!ED, Cerpenter, of Bucllebury, E'agland. 

d.1692, at J3uokJ.ebury, Eng., (buried ltbM.o., 19tb). 
Son ~f Ricbal"l TQVRlsend & 

ti. (let) ,16'9 ! lilleTenth ltonth, 28th. 
to Jene Smi~h, . 

b~ 
d. (Shortly after her marriage, (no issue) 
Child ot 

m. (2nd), 1683, 2nd Month, let, in ffarringd n Jlagne., Eng. 
to liar. Lawrenge ~ of liittle Coxwell, Englano.. 

d. 
Child of 

.. - 0 -

18111149 o! WILLL\V ~ • SBHD and ~ LAMmNQE 

1·10SEPB TOV.'NSEHP, Wea.fer, of Pe~a., Came to Penne71Tan1a 
in 1'111, 

b.1684, 11th ontb, 18th, ift 
d.1'166, 4th Month, tth, in 
m.1710, 9th Month, 27th, in 

to Jil.rtjl& 1AQd•fJIQD, 
and hai1-l)Wllliem1 (2)Ua.ry1 (:S)Joeepha (41.TYI{ 

6)lhnnahJ (6)MarthaJ ('l)Richai'dl i her. 

MARTHA WC@E'RS()N, 
b.1683, 9th Month, 18th, in 
d.1,6?, 3rd Month, 2nd, in 
Child or Julian Woodereon & Esther 
G•chtld ot 
& ot 

2-WILLI.Al! TOWBS3HD, 
b. 
d. 
m. 

to 
and bads• 

b. 
4. 
Ohlld of 
G·ch114 ot 
& of 



/ 
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JOSEPR TOWBSBNJ) 

JOSl1Plt TOWliSEHD, the eldeet son of William 
Townsend of :Bueklebury, lingland, by his second wife, Jlary 
J.a:w1-enoe, was born the etgbteenth da;y of th~ Eleventh 
ll"°1!tht 1684, and wae, therefore, about eight 7ear$ 014 
at his fatherts death. He lived tor a number ot year• 
witb 011•er Sansmn, a tl'ienci ot the tamiJ.y., and a valued. 
and respected fellower of the doctrlnea ~f George Jox. 

On thE! 29th of September , 1699, at the ag(! of 
tiFteen, he was bound apprentice to a weaver, • :onathan 
Sarsood, • for a period o~ ~even years, when he established 
himself' in that trade. 

on the twe-nty•seventb ot th~ Ninth Month, 1'110 
he was mattied to lJartha • oodereon, the daughter of Julian 
and Esther Wooderson. She was born the e1ghteentb ot the 
Ninth Month, 168~, and 41ed the second of Thi:rd Month, 
1'16V. They were active 1n the society of J'riende, a.ad 
they, with hie sister Jean, received a Ceriiticate of Re• 
mo•al from the Monthly Ueettng of Friends ct Newbury, in 
.Berkshire, England, under date of the fltteentb day of' 
Eleven th Uontb, l '111, which was pre-sente<l to Abington 
:Monthly treeting, .Pennsyl~ia, ot vthtch hls uncle, Richard 
Townsend, friend of Wtll ian Penn, wae • meabel'. 

i'1ey did not however , permanently reside at Ab• 
1ngton, ae tlie;y su'brnitted on the f!leventh of Second. Jionth 
1'15. a Certificate from Abington to Ce•eorcl Ueet1ng, and 
on the first of Sixth Month 1720, trom the l~tter Monthl1 
Meeting to Obester. Here they remained for a-:Jh1le. both 
he and his wif'e ta.king 811 ae tive part tn the meeting, and 
•€re both oversee.re. They later returned to Abington, 
~earing a Certitl.-ate dated the tweaty·~ixtb of eeventh 
!tenth, 1'126. 

On the 21st of ()otober, 1'25, uJoseph Towneend, 
weave!', of Brie:tol Township, Pennsylvania ... si~ed articles 
of Agreement \'Ii th J'ohD ,..lantQft , of Ne p~rt, Rhode Iale.ttd, 
for the conveyance to the fo~r of eight btuldred acres 
of land in East ~radford, Cheater Coun-cy. Pennsylvania, 
?he price wae forty pounds per hundred acres. to be paid 
in three instali.nenta. one hundred pound.a on the 21st ot 
October, 1?26, One hundred pounds upon signing the Agree• 
m•nt, and the reinainier on tbe 21st ot October, 1727. 
The deeds or lease and release were executed on the sixth 
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J'OSJWR TO?fsmm. Weaver, 13£ st Eradto;rd, Penne3rlv~ia. 
b.16a4, ltn Ut>nth, 18th, in 
d.1?66, 4th llonth, 9th, in 
Son of William Townsend & Uary Lav:r~ence . 

m. .1 71 O , 9th Hon th , 2., th • in Thlgla.nd , 
to t-:artba iJcoderson > 

b.l681, 9tb Uont h , 18th, tn 
4.l?g~. 3rd !1'£onth, 2nd , in 
Ohtld of J'ulia.r .. Wooderson &: Esther 

• 0 -

I&sue of J'CS~lt T<YJ'!m3Jill and ff.J.i.P.TI!ta 1~:COllnl1SQJr 

l· lLL!AM TOWHSEBI> t 
b.1?12, 5t:h ~onth, 26th, tn 
f .1792, llth ?lenth, 13th, 
tJn•mattted. 

2•1£A.Rl TOWHS:im:t>, 

60P 

b.1?1S, 6th llonth. 16th , ln 
d.l,&l, 10th ifo~th ath, tn 
m.1'73l., 3rd Month (May}, 20th, tn :Bi:l:lningha.m. Pa . 

te Henry Wocd~ar4 
and }lad a ... ( ) P~nrys ( )Deborah. 

HENRY WOQUJARl> , 
b.1.,06, Vtb :Month, 12th 1n 
d.1?90, 9th J.!onth, lat, in 
4on of Ric~rd Wood®.rd & lla.ry ~agle 

· 0,-son of RObet't ocdwa.rd & 
& ot Jtenr.t Nagle & 

~·JtlSP..Plt fO IJl'SE.lW I 

b.1'15, 4th Month Sth, in 
d.l,49, 10th l!onth, 3rd, ta 
m.1V39, 3rd Month. 17th, 1~ Chtcheeter Mtg,, Pe.. 

to Lydia ne111~lds 
and bade- (l)Franc1si (2):BenJamin1 (!)Esther~ (4) 

Jesephi (5JE11~abeth. 

L'YDlA RZYNOI.DS, 
b.1716, 2114 Month, 24th, in 
d. 
Child of F:tancis Reynolds & Elizabeth Aoton 
G•Cbild ot I!enJ!7 Reynolds & l:TUdence Clayton 
& ot Benjamin Aeton & Christian England. 
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4 .. J()Hlt TOWHSEJW, o! East Bra.dtord, Chester Co., .Pa. 
b. 1711, 12th Month, 2n4, in 
4,1803, 8th ltonth 18th, in 
m.1741, 12th l!onth, 31st, in 

to Joanna Enfiand, 
and bids - (1. iargaret~ (2)Sarahl (3)Ym6J (4) 

Williama (5 Marthaf (6)lla~i l')Joeeph1 
{e ).TohnJ ( 9 HannahJ (10 )Joanna. 

JOA!mA DCJLAlU)' 
b. i'hii, 7th Month, 29th, in 
4.1786, 5th Month, ~Oth, in 

Child of Joseph Rnsland. & Margaret <>rbtll 
o-ohild ot John ba).and & Lon 
& of Samuel Orbell & Joanna 

1-HIUUlAH TOWllSEND, 
b.1?18, 6th Month, 9th, 1n 
d.l,90 12th Kontp, 31st, in 
m.(letf, 1141, 10th Month, 10th, in Birmingha.m Utg.,Pa.. 

to lla than Sharples 
fdld had•· (l}Jos'ph' (2)14arthaJ (~)L)idias (4)Nathanf 

(5)W11liatnf (6)Hannah. 
m.(2nd),1,58, 4th Kontb, 13th, in Birmingham •tg.,Pa.. 

to Charles R1f1Dt, 
and b81 a- (a)AnnJ (b)Nathan. 

NATHAN SBl\RPLES, 
b.1,15, 9th Konth, 2nd, 1n 
d.1?55, 
Son of Joseph Sharples & ~ia Lewis, 
G-eon of John Sharples & Jane lfoor 
& ot Ralph Lewis & Mary 

CHARLES RYABT, 
b. 
d, 
Son ot 
o-eon ot 
& ot 

m. (let), 
to AIU1 Chamberlain 
and bads- (a).Lett1ce; (b)B11zabeth. 

·ANN OHAmmRLAIN, 
b. 
d. 
Child or John Oha.mberl&in & Lettioe Key 
G-ohild of Robert ChamberlQ1n & Uary 
& of Jloeee Key & Elizabeth Yeareley 
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'l'he fourth ohild and third son of Joepph and 
ltartha (Wooderson) Townsend, wae John Townsend, ot Eaet 
Bracitord • Cheater County, Penneyl'ft.nla. He wu born the 
second daJl of Twelfth litenth, l 'llG • and inher 1 ted hie 
father•• plantatioa of one hundred twenty-one aerea 
upon the death of hta mother in 176,. 

On the tb1rty-t1ret day of Twelfth Jlonth, l '741 
be married Joanna, tile eldest daughter ot J'oeeph !nsland 
by hie w1te liargaret orbell. She waa born at Burton•on­
Trent, England, the twenty-ninth day ot Se•enth Kenth, 
1'21, and bore her Jmeband ten ohlldrea, the beet known 
probably, being her li•n Joseph 'rownsend ot :Baltimore, 
lfaryland. 

A writer gives the following accotlnt ot Joseph 
and Joanna, the father and t)le 1.te of John Tovmsenda .. 

•Joanna Townsend. wae an intelligent, old fashioned 
1.. lmg11ah woman, with much energy ot oharaoter and. a de• 

termtned wt.11 ot her own. Her sen Joseph 1nher1t~d a. tull 
share of his mother•e tenac1ty of p.arpoee. with a tinge 
or quaint eooentr1clty, derived from his father's side of 
the house, but withal, he was a moet aot1vel7 uaetul 
pbilantbrop1c and exemplary man. His femily were all 
deeotples ot George Fox, and Joseph himself was one of 
tbe atricteJtt of th~ sect.• 

John Townsend 41f!d the tighteenth d~ of the 
Eighth Uontb, 1803, and llis wife Joanna (nee England) 
having predeceased her husband on the thirtieth day or 
the Fifth Konth, 1786. 

- 0 -
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EARTHA.~. 
b. 
d. 
Child ef John Edwe.rde & !lacy Ingram 
G-child of William Edwards & 
& of 

RARY SWADm, 
b.1?54, 12th lttntb, 20th, in 
d.1824, l2tb Month, 14th, 1n 

Child of William Sw&111e & Arm Bueey 
G-ehild Qf Willia.m Swayne & ~lizabeth Dell 
& ot Caleb li1sey & ~rudence Carter 

:5 -.l,Yl>IA TOWliSEIID. 
b .• l '14o, 2nd :Month, lltht 1n 
d.1?9S, let Kontb , 31st, in 
m.1?68, 12th Month , 6th, in 

614-

and hadt• l Ua:rthel.f (2)Robertf (3)J~e.nn~f (4)PameliaJ to~" 
5 !AIRI (6}Sare.h; (7).PhebeJ (8)Lyd1at (9) 
01msenda (lO)Ia~ael. 

REttm;tf JOHH, 
b. 
d.1822, 12th Uonth , 14th, in 
Son of Griffith John & Ann 1111ame 
G-eon of John &p Philip, (er Pb1111pe) & Ellen 
~ of Robert William & Gwen Catlwalladeio 

m. (2nd}. 
io Jalle 
llo teeae. 

J'Alm 
b. 
d.le32, 3rd Uonth, 9th, in 
Child ot 
G-ohtld of 
& ot 

4•\YIU.XAM TOWNSEND, FarQ.•r 
b.1?4S, ?th Month, 19th, in 
d.l619, 11th Uentb, 6th, 1~ 
m. 

to Grace LOJ.l'r 
and b&cit• (l)Eut1ebius1 (2)John W.1 {3)•aephJ (4) 

Jlar7. 
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:m>WARD !ll...:-"1!.,IlIGTOlJ • 
b.l~~n . 6th ~onth, 15th, tn 

.1.621:> . 4th liontll, l~t, tn 
a n or ~1 Da.J'lin~on & Hannah i>x' ntQn 
G•ecm at h aM! J'.('-rll i ·ton ii 
~ o-.t ~WQl't'i · ir nton & Iiu'lnah Peirce 

10-JOAJm_,'\ TQ' !Wilnr.t~, 
b.J.,03, 3l"4 l!onth, 16th, in 
4.le4S, 5th Uonth, 22nd , 'n 
m.1 '1S4 (-,) 

to J a~~ Dh~rpl~a, 
and ha.ds• (1) llfl (fd}Juit&. '®lat (ZJ)lliz!~i (4) 

io nnndi (a)Joeew lnak•tl>t (6) ·1r&.f 
(7)Jubll ~own~e11d1 te)LydiaS (9) e 
daugbtftt" died in lilt nd1• 

1BSSB ""HA.~"LDS, &sdcl- er a: Jl.erohaat . Phlla4el.J>bia , .Pa. 
b.1,81>. 11th '"bnth, 6 • in 
d.1eu. le* 1 onth, 6th, tn 

SOti of .l&(lob Sbu-»l•e & AOn l1lake7 
C•son of Jt1eepb tl.a:rpl~e & Lydla Lewie 
& or Cha.rlee -1l'1key & susaan.e. 
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