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Generation One 

1. Nathaniel7 Tuthill , born l 9 May 17902 at W ading River, T own of River­
head, Suffo lk Counry;3 died 13 May 1852 at Greenport, Town of Southold, Suffo lk 
County.4 He married on 21 February 1816, C larissa Miller,5 daughter of Nathaniel 
and Martha (nee Miller) Miller. C larissa was born 26 September 1794 at Mi ller 
Place, T own of Brookhaven, Suffo lk County;6 d ied 18 May 1855 at Greenport.7 

Nathaniel and C lari sa grew up in villages on Long Island's north shore­
Nathanie l in a househo ld of farmers and sa ilo rs,8 and C larissa in the home of her 
maternal grandmother.9 C larissa 's parents d ied of yellow fever when she was four 
years old. '0 

After h is 18 1. 6 marriage, Nathaniel commanded coastal sailing vessels. O n six­
to eigh t-month trips, he sailed from New York C ity down the Atlantic coast to 

Georgia, the Carolinas, and the West lndies, transporting Yankee notions, corn, 
cotton, turpentine, rum, and mo lasses. O n an 1820 voyage, h is crew fought "a 
severe quail atended with hard Rane ... sharp lightning & thunder," stood firm 
when it blew so hard that the capta in "thot clangor of blowing the T rysale out of 
the Rope," 11 and recovered quickly when "the sea broke over the deck and 
damaged the boat." O nce, as the vessel came about, the main sheet parted and 
"the boom took comand of the deck" unti l quick action of the crew "soon 
cankered it."12 

2. Nathaniel Turhill Family Bible, The 1-loly Dible: Conrainin~ rite Old a nd New Tcsraments (New York: 
Evert Duyckinck and others, 18 13), Wading River Hisro rical Society, Wading River, N. Y. According ro Gwen 
Campbell, ed., Desccndmm of llenry Turhill 1612-1650 (Keno, O reg.: Solo Press, 199 1), Na tha niel wa> a 
seventh genemrion dc>cendam of Henry ' Turhill. 

3. Nathaniel Tuthill obirrn1ry, undated cl ipping from unidentified new; paper in "George M. Turhill 
Diaries," 12 volumes, 1847- 1865, 3: 399, Bcnrley Hbtorical Library, Uni\'ersity of Michigan, Ann ArlXlr. (T he 
author thanks Hildy C umming> of Srom, Conn., for transcriptions from the diary and Mary Lou Barry of A nn 
A rbor, Mich., for reading and photocopying numcrou> pages.) 

4. "George M. Tuthill Diaries," 3: 398. 
5. Nathaniel Tuthill Family Bible. 
6. "The Age of Nathaniel Miller and h is wife and eight Children," 1798; in pos;e"io n of aurhor. The 

document, dared 29 May, is in Na1han icl Mi ller's handwriting. 
7. "George M. Tuthill Diaries," 3: 599. 
8. O,ho rn Shaw, "Wading Ri\·er," 111 Hisrorical Skerches of Serrlcments and Villages of Norrh Brookhaven 

Town 1655- 1955 (Bellport, N.Y.: U.S. Pres;, 1955), 87; :rnd Elisabeth S. Laplrn m Eclwes From rhe Pasr (Wading 
River, N.Y.: Communir y Journal , 1989), 40. 

9. Martha Helmc Miller repo rted C bmsa's prc;cnce in her maternal gra ndmother', home after the death 
of C larissa's parents. cc "Martha Helmc M iller's N o1cbook," 1912; in possession of Margan.:t Davis G ass, Miller 
Plac.:, N.Y. (2000). Receipts from Narhaniel Miller', csrnre rhat record paymcnrs for boarding and educating 
Claris;a corroborate 1hi;; original receipr s in po es;ion of author. 

10. Timorhy Miller Family Bible, Tlic Dook of Common Prayer (O xford: Wright and W . Gill, 1770); in 
possession of rhe mnhor. A lso, "Martha Hclme Miller's Norebook." 

11. A 1ry:>ail is a small sail u>ed co keep a vc,,,,cl headed into the wind in a siorm. Rope is sewn along it:> 
edge to prevenr tearing. A trysail is blown "out of the rope" when the wind is >O strong rhm the rope is ripped 
from the sail's fabric. 

12. Nathaniel Tuthill, "Journal of Voyage from Ncvb to N onh Caro lina," 23 February 1820-4 May 
1820, Log Book Convoy fo lder, Log Books Whaling Shipping box, Suffo lk County Historical ocicty, River· 
head, N.Y. 
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Using Uncommon Sources to Illuminate 
Family History: 

A Long Island Tuthill Example 

By Willis H. White, co 

Persistent and creative searching can lead to repositories that genealogists rarely in .. 
vestigate. The result can be a bounty of unusual documentary sources containing 
much greater detail than can be gleaned from commonly used genealogical records. 

Serious family historians strive to portray their ancestors fully and to place 
them in historical, social, and cultural contexts. Ironically, vital records, 
censuses, and other records that genealogists most often use provide only 

skeletal biographical details. Less .. used manuscript and published materials, how .. 
ever, may substantially enrich the researcher's understanding and re-creation of 
ancestral lives, especially when ancestors-or their relatives or associates-wrote 
the material and the sources preserve their own thoughts and words. 

Discovering such sources can be challenging. Housed in repositories that 
genealogists rarely utilize and neither microfilmed nor digitized, such materials 
typically involve on .. site research. Locating them requires unfamiliar finding aids. 
When underused sources are unearthed, however, their descriptiveness compen­
sates for the difficulty in locating them. 

The following Tuthill family history draws heavily on unusual sources, in­
cluding school publications, sermons, ships' logs, speeches, and even an oath­
materials located in local historical societies and archives, schools, and the pri .. 
vate collections of Tuthill collateral relatives. The resulting narrative demon .. 
strates how brightly an array of uncommon sources can illuminate an ancestral 
family's lives, characteristics, and successes. 1 

©Willis H. Whice, CG; 12779 Flat Meadow Lane; Herndon, VA 20171. Mr. White is a family history writer 
and newsletcer editor. He specializes in Long Island, New York, and New England. 

1. All locations in the narracive are in N.Y., unless specified otherwise. 
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On an 1824 voyage, Nathaniel offered this humble prayer, "I wish it might be 
my lot to be com beter than I am. be more Enlightened in true Religion .... God 
grant it may be the case with me and my tender family Amen." 13 Not long 
thereafter, Nathaniel left the "boystrus sea,"14 joined the Wading River Congre, 
gational Church, and began dealing in land and timber and building sailing 
vessels. 15 One of Wading River's "most active, beloved and valued citizens," he 
served as overseer of highways, school trustee, church deacon, and parish 
trustee. 16 

In 1837, Nathaniel left Wading River for Greenport, about thirty miles east. 
With no harbor, Wading River was not a favorable place to build vessels. 17 

Greenport, on the other hand, was an active deep,water port. 18 Nathaniel re, 
ported, "We made out very well in moving, that is [we] got all things safe ... now 
times are dull here at presant. One of the ships has arrived, but no sale for [whale] 
oil-the others is expected soon.,, 19 

Nathaniel set up his shipyard and commenced to build. Although barely ten 
years old, the town prospered: "The bay has not been entirely frozen over yet. 11 
vessels lay within a few rods of this place and more than 14 at the large wharf. 
5 whaling vessels belong to Green Port."20 Nathaniel had work: "I have been 
quite busy this winter on a Sloop which I am building which I expect to get off 
in April.,,21 

In spite of their economic success in Greenport, the T uthills were not satis, 
fied. Clarissa reported, "A female prayer meeting is statedly held at this house on 
tuesday afternoon but very few take any interest in it and our number is very 
small."22 Nathaniel agreed, "Tryals and offences, Selfish and hardhartedness are 

13. Nathaniel Tuthill, "Journal of a Voyage Sloop Favourite," 22 October 1822-11 April 1824, Journal 
Sloop Favourite folder, Log Books Whaling Shipping box. 

14. Nathaniel Tuthill, "Journal of Voyage from Nevis to North Carolina." 
15. "Parish of Wading River: Accounts and Meeting Minutes 1802-191 l ,"Wading River Congregational 

Church, Wading River, N.Y.; Suffolk County Clerk, Deed Book E: 278, Historical Documents Library, Suffolk 
County Government Center, Riverhead, N.Y.; Timber sale agreement, 1831, Tuthill business folder, archive 
box "Business L-Z," Suffolk County Historical Society; and William S. Pelletreau, "Ellsworth Tuthill," in A 
History of Long Island (New York: Lewis Publishing Co., 1903), 3:267. 

16. Benjamin K. Payne, "The Hon. James H. Tuthill, An Address Delivered Before the Suffolk County 
Historical Society, February 20, 1894, by Benjamin K. Payne, Esq.," in In Memoriam-The Hon. James H. Tuthill 
(Riverhead, N.Y.: Suffolk County Historical Society, 1894), 38-39; Arthur Channing Downs, ed., Riverhead 
Town Records 1792-1886 (Huntington, N.Y.: Town of Riverhead, 1967), 335; Lapham, Echoes From rhe Past, 
16-17; and "Records of the Congregational Church in Wading River, LI. 1901-1928," Wading River Con­
gregational Church. 

17. Lapham, Echoes From rhe Past, 40. 
18. Elsie Knapp Corwin, Greenport, Yesterday and Today and rhe Diary of a Country Newspaper (Greenport, 

N.Y.: The Suffolk Times, 1972), 165-71. 
19. Letter, Nathaniel Tuthill to Charles Miller, 3 May 1837. All letters cited herein are original docu­

ments held by the author, a collateral relative of the Tuthills. The original recipients are the author's ancestors 
and cousins to the T uthills. 

20. Letter, James Tuthill to Edwin Miller, 16 February 1838. 
21. Letter, Nathaniel Tuthill to Charles Miller, 23 March 1849. 
22. Letter, Clarissa Tuthill to Corinna Miller, 2 June 1838. 
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flocking in. The pure love of God does not show it selfe in the Church yet I trust 
in my God and hope all things will work together for good. "23 

About 1850, Nathaniel sold out to Hiram Bishop, a well-known ship builder. 
Nathaniel had gone "to settle with Mr. Bishop" on 12 May 1852 when he was 
stricken. He died the next morning. 24 

Both Nathaniel and Clarissa Tuthill, well schooled in the Bible and its moral 
principles, faced early character-forming experiences. Nathaniel's position as a 
captain of sailing vessels taught him resourcefulness and self-discipline. Clarissa's 
loss of parents at the age of four and her childhood in her grandmother's house­
hold taught her self-reliance and responsibility. Certainly these qualities affected 
the personalities of their children. 

Aside from character, the outstanding gift that Nathaniel and Clarissa con .. 
veyed to their children was their belief in the value of higher education. Though 
an awkward speller himself, Nathaniel sacrificed to educate his children. As a 
contemporary observed, "Captain Tuthill did so much for the education of his 
family that wonder was sometimes expressed by his neighbors at the extent of his 
resources .... "25 

Children of Nathaniel7 Tuthill and Clarissa Miller, all born probably at Wad­
ing River, were as follows: 

2 

+ 3 

4 
+ 5 

6 

i. 

ii. 

iii. 
iv. 

v. 

EDMUND8 TUTHILL, born 1 December 1816, died 31 January 1817, prob­
ably at Wading River.26 

GEORGE MILLER TUTHILL, born 31 October 1818; married Anna Haines 
Hall;27 died 9 May 1883, Kalamazoo, Michigan.28 

[-?-]TUTHILL, a daughter who died in infancy.29 

FRANKLIN TUTHILL, born 3 April 1822;30 married Emma H. Horton;31 

died 27 August 1865, Brooklyn.32 

CHARLES TUTHILL, born 11 April 1824;33 died, unmarried, 22 August 
1847 of typhoid fever, Greenport.34 Charles was a mariner.35 

23. Letter, Nathaniel Tuthill to Charles Miller, 15 August 1848. 
24. Letter, Ellswonh Tuthill to James Tuthill, 13 May 1852. 
25. Payne, "The Hon. James H. Tuthill.'' 38-39. 
26. Nathaniel Tuthill Family Bible. 
27. Ibid. 
28. "The Late George M. Tuthill" undated clipping from unidentified newspaper, probably 1883, Kala, 

mazoo, Mich.; included in "George M. Tuthill Diaries." 
29. Primary information does not document this child, but she is noted in two derivative sources that 

appear to have relied on information from the family: Gwen Campbell, ed., Descendants of Henry Tuthill 
1612-1650 (Keno, Oreg.: Solo Press, 1991), 199; and Grace Loring Marsh, compiler, "The Miller Genealogy" 
(typescript), Suffolk County Historical Society, 15. 

30. Nathaniel Tuthill Family Bible. 
31. Alben G. Ovenon, transcriber, Records of the First Church of Southold (Shippensburg, Pa.: Overton 

Publications, 1984 ), 54. 
32. Nathaniel Tuthill Family Bible. 
33. Ibid. 
34. "George M. Tuthill Diaries," l: 32. 
35. Ibid., 1: 33-34. 
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+ 7 vi. JAMES HARVEY TUTHILL, born 19 February 1826;36 married Maria Frances 
Fostcr;37 died 18 January 1894, Riverhead, Town of Riverhead, Suffolk 
County. 38 

+ 8 vii. ELLSWORTH TUTll lLL, born 13 April 1828;39 married Helen Hudson;40 

dice.I I 0 April 19 11 , Matti tuck, Town of Southold, Suffolk Counry.41 

+ 9 vii i. SARA ll STRONG TUTHILL, born 2 7 August 1830;42 died, unmarried, 4 
March 1882, Brooklyn.43 

Generation Two 

3 . George Miller8 Tuthill (Nathaniel7), born 3 L October 18 18 at Wading 
River;44 died 9 May 1883 at Kalamazoo, Mich igan.4 5 H e ma rried 12 May 
1847, Anna H a ines H all , daugh te r of W illiam and Mary (nee Hai nes ) 
Hall.46 A nna was born 21 December 1825; d ied 1 l March 1913 at C h icago, 
Il lino is.47 

Children . . . must have learned more indirectly than directly. Detained six hours of each 
day, reading, writing and doing noching, there . .. was created a vawum within their brains , 
so that when let loose (from school/ , intelligence rushed in to fill iL. "48 

Such was one scholar's op inion of his late 1820s education in the common 
school at W ad ing River. Though school buildings were primitive, books scarce, 
and teachers ill-trained, he admitted that students "learned to obey," "herd 
peacefully with their fellows," multiply, spell, and "point the feather end of the 
qui ll over the right shoulder."49 George Tuthi ll had attended such a "district" o r 
"common" elementary school but could go no fu rther until academies filled the 
gap. T hroughout Long Island, local citizens formed stock compani es, contributed 
funds, appointed trustees, erected build ings, and h ired teachers for secondary 

36. Nathaniel Tuthill Fnmily Bible. 
37. Ibid. 
38. "Riverhcau Cemetery ln,criptio1»," Vertical file, Ri verhead fo lder, Cemetery file, Suffolk Counry 

Hb1orical Society. 
39. Nathaniel Tuthill Family Bihle. 
40. "George M. Tuthill Diaries," 3: 406. 
41. "Diary of Samuel 11. Miller," entry of 10 April 191 l; in posse> ion of the author. 
42. Nath<micl Tuthill Family Bible. 
43. "George M. Tuthill Diaries," 12: 187. 
44. Nathaniel Tuthill Family Bible. 
45. "The Lale George M. Tuthill." 
46. Nathaniel Tuthill Family Bible; and "George M. Tuthill Diaries," 2: 16 1. 
47. Anna Ha ll Tuthill obituary, ChicaJ?o Tribune, 12 March 191 3, p. 3, column 5; and Anna I lall Tuthill 

dcnth certificate no. 7635 (1913), Cook County C lerk, Chicago, Ill. Informant on the certificate was Anna's 
daughter, Julia Tuth ill Moore, with whom Anna lived the ht>t twelve years of her life. 

48. Franklin Tu1hill, The Old Sc/100LI and rhe New-An Address Delivered at 1he ClosinJ? Exercises of 
rhe T tuclll)0·Nin1h Tenn of rl1e New York Swre Nonna/ School February 3, 1859 (A lbany: James C ruikshank, 
1859), 11. 

49. lbiu. 
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school academies.50 When Franklinville Academy opened in 1833, George, age 
fifteen, was among its students. 51 

George supported a temperance group at the academy. He also started an 
"Anti-Tobacco Society," in which subscribers, "believing that the habitual use of 
tobacco is not only useless but injurious," pledged not to "use the same in 
chewing, smoking, or snuffing. "52 

For his profession, George chose the ministry. At sixteen, he made his ninety­
three-year-old grandmother feel she could "depart in peace,"53 by announcing he 
had "found Jesus."54 He advised a cousin not to "be afraid to speak with the 
impenitent on the subject of their soulslt1 salvation."55 

After graduating from Amherst College in 1839, George taught one year at a 
"private school in Pennsylvania" and two years at Miller Place Academy before 
entering Union Theological Seminary in New York City.56 He took on his 
task with a burst of idealism: "In the midst of this great city ... stands a Semi­
nary-where are collected some scores of young men who are to be teachers of 
the people of God ... the leaders of the hosts of the Lord. "57 Upon graduating 
in 1846 and receiving his license to preach, George contemplated his next step: 
"I look upon my future life as not one of ease or amusement-but of hard 
work .... The cry is from abroad-from India-China-and West .... I hope I 
shall not be allowed to stop up my ears ... from hearing the call and going where 
it bids."58 

The West "called." George enthusiastically began starting new congregations 
and stimulating old ones. He organized the Spruce Street Church in St. Louis, led 
six additional churches in Illinois, Ohio, and Michigan, and closed his career in 
Kalamazoo as superintendent for the Michigan-Wisconsin district of the Ameri­
can Bible Society.59 Rarely, George managed a trip to Long Island, where the 
entire family "all collected in a knot, and sung the songs of Zion. "60 

Facing countless difficulties, George was optimistic. Farmers and ministers, he 
asserted, "generally have hard times at first but if patience lasts, they both have 

50. "Old Academies Played Important Part In The Education of Our Youth," Long Island Traveler, 
Southold, N.Y., 16 May 1846. 

51. Catalogue of the Students, Instructors and Trustees of Franklinville Academy for the Tenn Ending April 4, 
1834 (Sag Harbor, N.Y.: Franklinville Academy, 1834). 

52. Letter, George Tuthill to Edwin Miller, 3 July 1835. 
53. Letter, Charles Miller to Edwin Miller, 21 February 1834. 
54. Letter, Nathaniel Tuthill to Charles Miller, 21 February 1834. 
55. Letter, George Tuthill to Edwin Miller, 23 December 1835. 
56. Robert S. Fletcher and Malcolm 0. Young, eds., Amherst College Biographical Record of the Graduates 

and Non-Graduates, Centennial Edition (1821-1921) (Amherst, Mass.: The College, 1927), 93; and "The Late 
George M. Tuthill." Also, "Millers Place Academy Records," 1834-1868; in possession of Margaret Davis Gass, 
Miller Place, N.Y. 

57. Letter, George Tuthill to Edwin Miller, 11 October 1843. 
58. Letter, George Tuthill to Edwin Miller, 12 April 1845. 
59. "The Late George M. Tuthill." 
60. "George M. Tuthill Diaries," 2: 267. 
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brighter prospects."61 According to his mother, George always believed that the 
Lord would "yet bless his labors."62 

George stayed the longest-seven years-at the Congregational Church of St. 
Clair, Michigan. Impressed by his 1851 Thanksgiving sermon, the congregation 
published it.63 Twenty-five years after George left St. Clair, they remembered his 
"faithful ministrations."64 

George was an issues-oriented preacher. According to a pastor-colleague, he 
kept "well informed and abreast with the age. "65 He addressed the day-to-day 
spiritual needs of his congregation but also maintained long-held convictions. He 
applauded the "triumph of temperance in Maine, in passing and enforcing a law 
which prohibits ... alcoholic liquors." Similarly, George vociferously attacked 
slavery for "laying foul hands upon men and women for whom there is no better 
claim than that their ancestors were seized on the coast of Africa by piratical 
slave-traders." He extolled efforts to "raise Hungary to be the bulwark of a pure 
Christianity" and cheered the "rapid extension of the gospel that giveth life" 
throughout the world. 66 

Although retired in Kalamazoo, George remained "an enthusiastic lover of 
dear old Long Island." Until his death, he retained "deep abiding Christian 
faith."67 

Children of George Miller8 Tuthill and Anna Haines Hall were as follows: 

10 i. FRANK HALL9 TUTHILL, born 7 June 1849, St. Louis, Missouri;68 married 
Isabella Heath Hall,69 Mary Emma Holt,70 and Jessie Evelyn Sherman;71 

died 24 February 1936, Evanston, Illinois.72 

11 ii. MARY HAINES TUTHILL, born 5 November 1851, St. Clair, Michigan;73 

married Wesley Galileo Bailey;74 died 25 March 1913, Olalla, Washing­
ton.75 

61. Letter, George Tuthill to Charles Miller, 18 September 1848. 
62. Letter, Clarissa Tuthill to Charles Miller, 22 March 1849. 
63. George M. Tuthill, Thanksgiving far 1851, A Sennon (St. Clair, Mich.: A.M. Tenney, 1851). 
64. Testimony to George M. Tuthill, St. Clair Republican, St. Clair, Mich., 23 May 1883. 
65. "The Late George M. Tuthill." 
66. Tuthill, Thanksgiving far 1851, A Sermon, 12-14. 
67. "The Late George M. Tuthill;" and Letter, George Tuthill to Tuthill Kindred, 20 August 1867, in A 

Family Meeting of the Descendants of John Tuthill (Sag Harbor, N.Y.: Express Print, 1867), 39-40. 
68. "George M. Tuthill Diaries," 2: 166. 
69. Tuthill-Hall marriage announcement, Chicago Tribune, 7 October 1885, p. 8, column 5. 
70. Albert N. Marquis, comp. and ed., Who's Who in Chicago and Vicinity, the Book of Chicagoans (Chicago: 

A.N. Marquis Company, 1931), 991; and Frank H. Tuthill household, 1900 U.S. census, Cook County, Ill., 
population schedule, town of Lake, enumeration dist. [ED] 948, sheet 352, dwelling 24, family 46; National 
Archives (NA) microfilm publication T623, roll 283. 

71. Frank H. Tuthill, death certificate no. 128 (1936), Cook County Clerk, Chicago, Ill. 
72. Ibid. 
73. "George M. Tuthill Diaries," 2: 342. 
74. Bailey-Tuthill marriage license no. 120320 (1887), Illinois Regional Archives, Ronald Williams 

Library, Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago. 
75. Mary Tuthill Bailey, death certificate no. 3798 (1913), Washington State Board of Health, Olympia. 
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12 iii. WILLIAM HALL TUTHILL, born 23 November 1853, St. Clair;76 married Ellen 
Hale Latimer77 and Charlotte Beulah Logan;78 died 31 March 1932, Chi­
cago.79 

13 iv. JULIA ST. CLAIR TUTHILL, born 8 May 185 7, St. Clair;80 married Jam es Hills 
Moore;81 died 9 October 1951, Greensville, Virginia.82 

5. Franklin8 Tuthill (Nathaniel7) was born 3 April 1822 at Wading River; 
died 27 August 1865 at Brooklyn.83 He married on 7 July 1847 at Southold, 
Emma Harriet Horton,84 daughter of Salter and Harriet (nee Case) Horton.85 

Emma was born about 1828;86 died 5 September 1892 at Southold.87 

Franklin Tuthill entered Franklinville Academy in 1833. A scholar who trans­
lated Greek and Latin freely, he advised a cousin, "You say Latin comes to you 
pretty hard yet. So it did to me but 'patience and perserverance will overcome all 
difficulties.' "88 Even at thirteen, Franklin enjoyed writing: "My pen is very poor 
but I cannot stop to mend it. If you could only cast but one look at the ill-shaped 
pen I hold in my hand, could you behold my trembling hand and my unsnuffed 
candle, could you hear the clock now striking eleven you would certainly excuse 
me."89 

Franklin appeared undistinguished. George described his brother as "little 
pale, emaciated Franklin . . . I wish he might have a little more redness of 
countenance.119° Franklin himself wrote, "My respects to Mr. Smith although he 
is tall and I am small."91 

Franklin graduated from Franklinville Academy in 1836,92 Amherst College 
in 1840,93 and the medical department of the University of the City of New York 

76. "George M. Tuthill Diaries," 3: 467. 
77. Tuthill-Latimer marriage license no. 311364 (1900), Cook County, Ill.; microfilm 1,030,311, Family 

History Library (FHL), Salt Lake City, Utah. 
78. Tuthill-Logan marriage license no. 434342 (1906), Cook County, Ill.; FHL microfilm 1,030,403. 
79. William H. Tuthill, death certificate no. 9387 (1932), Illinois Department of Health, Springfield; 

FHL microfilm 1,893,250. 
80. "George M. Tuthill Diaries," 4: 791. 
81. Moore-Tuthill marriage license no. 102655 (1890), Illinois Regional Archives, Ronald Williams 

Library. 
82. Julia Tuthill Moore obituary, The Chicago Tribune, 10 October 1951, part 4, p. 6, column 2. 
83. Nathaniel Tuthill Family Bible; and "George M. Tuthill Diaries" 7 (unpaginated): entry of 30 August 

1865. 
84. Albert G. Overton, Records of the First Church of Southold, 54. 
85. Fletcher and Young, eds., Amherst College Biographical Record, 100. 
86. Calculated from age at marriage. "Births, Marriages and Deaths, Suffolk County, Long Island, N.Y., 

1847-1849," Suffolk County Historical Society Register 22 (Summer 1996): 122. 
87. Emma H. Tuthill death notice, The Long Island Traveler, Southold, N.Y., 9 September 1892, p. 3, 

column 6. 
88. Letter, Franklin Tuthill to Edwin Miller, 12 July 1836. 
89. Ibid. 
90. Letter, George Tuthill to Charles Miller, 23 January 1837. 
91. Letter, Franklin Tuthill to Edwin Miller, 12 July 1836. 
92. Letter, Franklin Tuthill to Edwin Miller, 12 July 1836; and Franklin Tuthill obituary, New York Times, 

28 August 1865, p. 5, column 1. 
93. Fletcher and Young, eds., Amherst College Biographical Record, 100. 
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in 1844.94 His brother observed that Franklin "is now an M.D.-two letters that 
have demanded 3 yrs close study."95 

At twenty-two, Franklin began his medical practice in Southold with diffi­
culty. Folks did not trust their health to a young physician. Franklin devised a 
plan. Appear older. Comb hair so that the few white strands are "sure to be 
observed." Cultivate facial wrinkles for "with age alone the people think that 
there is wisdom." Tread gently, "as if the sick were always present." Appear 
competent. Buy a "mountain of books" and "be sure that none of them be left in 
secluded parts" of the house. Pore over books so that people can see that you are 
studious. Be seen writing so that you gain "credit at once for an intelligent 
student." Attract attention. "Make your name ring in the town" so that "there 
shall be none so ignorant as will confess they have not heard it." "Invent a theory, 
or re-hash an old one." "Hire some rowdy to black your eye, and tell the story to 
a reporter. "96 

Franklin's efforts probably succeeded. He later advised that a young doctor's 
"genuine worth will soon make him a reputation, and the confidence of the 
people will come faster than his confidence in himself."97 People liked him. At 
various times he was superintendent of common schools, postmaster, and a rep­
resentative to the New York State Assembly for Suffolk County.98 

After only seven years in Southold, Franklin moved his practice to Brooklyn 
in 1851.99 The same year Henry j. Raymond founded the New York Times. 100 The 
two men's careers intertwined. Raymond remembered, "Soon after the Times 
started he [Franklin] began to write for its columns, manifesting such marked 
ability and originality, that he was invited to abandon medicine and embrace 
journalism as a profession, which he did."101 Franklin became one of the first 
associate editors of the Times. 102 

A popular speaker, Franklin gave commencement addresses at the New 
York Medical College and the New York Normal School. 103 In 1858, he 
again served a term in the New York State Assembly, this time for the City of 
Brooklyn. Franklin was a successful legislator, for he "never failed to laugh his 

94. Leccer, George Tuchill co Edwin Miller, 14 March 1844. 
95. Ibid. 
96. Franklin Tuthill, First Years of Practice: An Address to the Graduating Class of the New York Medical 

College, March 1854 (New York: Edward P. Allen, 1855). 
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opponent into good humor, even when he demolished his theories or pro, 
jects."104 

Franklin left New York in 1859 to become editor of the San Francisco Evening 
Bulletin. He performed so well that his employers made him part owner.105 As if 
that weren't enough, Franklin tackled writing a history of California from its 
discovery through the Civil War. He studied "log,books of ancient mariners," 
local government reports, Congressional papers, newspapers, and personal inter, 
views to write a 644,page history that reads like a novel. Franklin's efforts pro, 
duced California's first comprehensive history documenting dramatic changes 
that the 1849 gold rush stimulated.106 

The History of California was Franklin's swan song. Less than a week after 
writing its preface and reading its proof sheets, he died in Brooklyn, age forty, 
three. 107 

Children of Franklin8 Tuthill and Emma Harriet Horton were as follows: 

14 i. SARAH STRONG9 TUTHILL, 108 born 2 April 1848, Southold;109 died 21 Sep, 
tember 1849, Southold.110 

15 ii. ANNA ELIZABETH TUTHILL, 111 born June 1855, New York state;112 married 
William Redin Woodward; 113 died 12 June 1906, Washington, D.C. 114 

7. James Harvey8 Tuthill (Nathaniel7), born 19 February 1826 at Wading 
River; 115 died 18 January 1894 at Riverhead. 116 He married 16 January 1850 at 
Riverhead, Maria Frances Foster,117 daughter of Herman D. and Betsey P. (nee 
Woodhull) Foster. 118 Maria was born 22 March 1829; died 1 August 1916 at 
Riverhead. 119 

Franklinville was not Long Island's only academy. Miller Place built one in 
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1834.120 George and Franklin Tuthill finished at Franklinville, but their younger 
brothers, James and Ellsworth, attended Miller Place Academy. 

At age nine, James entered Miller Place in 1835 121 amidst much family 
advice: "be a good boy both in school and out ... be good to the little scholars 
around you[,] obey your teacher and try to learn as fast as you can;"122 "keep all 
compositions done up neatly together."123 James strived to go "to his seat with as 
little noise as possible," to make "no interruption with his feet or any thing else," 
and not to "bring in dirt on his shoes."124 With fellow students, he began studies 
by reading the Bible. 125 

A critical teaching tool for academies was the "exhibition," where scholars 
made public presentations. James performed in an unusual number of courtroom 
dramas-in 1840 as "The Village Lawyer"126 and in 1842 as "Council for De­
fendant."127 Even at fourteen, he seemed destined for the legal profession. 

James graduated from Williams College in 1846 at age twenty.128 He studied 
law for three years under judges in Riverhead and New York. After gaining 
admission to the bar, 129 he formed a partnership and opened a law practice in 
Riverhead, seat of Suffolk County. 130 

James made phenomenal contributions to his profession, church, and com­
munity. He served six years as district attorney and twelve as surrogate court 
judge. He thoroughly reorganized the surrogate's office, making "valuable papers, 
including accountings, inventories and proofs of wills, ... accessible to lawyers." 
"Sustained by the higher courts," his judgments "in all appeals on will decisions" 
were sound. 131 

As superintendent of the Sunday school of the Riverhead Congregational 
Church for forty-five years, James became the first president of the Suffolk 
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County Sunday-school Association. 132 He energized the Chautauqua Literary 
Society of Riverhead, 133 led organization of the Riverhead Village Library As­
sociation, 134 and presided over the Suffolk County Historical Society.135 He also 
worked as town superintendent of schools,1 36 trustee of the Riverhead Savings 
Bank137 and director of the Suffolk County National Bank.138 

James served two terms in the New York State Assembly. In 1861, he pro­
moted "the enactment of such laws as were necessary ... to crush the rebellion 
and save the imperiled life of the Nation."139 

James's 1894 death caused an unsurpassed outpouring of "public esteem and 
affection." Thirteen eulogies, testimonials, and resolutions fill a forty-seven-page 
volume. 140 

The only child of James Harvey8 Tuthill and Maria Frances Foster was 

16 i. RUTH HALSEY9 TUTHILL, 141 born 2 April 1851, 142 Riverhead; died there, 
unmarried, 23 October 1917.143 

8. Ellsworth8 Tuthill (Nathaniel7}, born 13 April 1828 at Wading River;144 

died 10 April 1911 at Mattituck.145 He married 15 September 1852 at Wading 
River, Helen Hudson.146 She was born 17 December 1833, probably at Wading 
River; died 18 May 1901.147 

When Ellsworth, the youngest Tuthill brother, attended 1846 and 1847 ses­
sions at Miller Place Academy, he already had a profession-sailing in the coastal 
trade like his father. 148 Concerning a sloop he was building, his father wrote, "I 
shall let Ellsworth take her if I do not sell[·] if I should sell E. will gow in some 
other vessel."149 
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Ellsworth eventually tried other professions. As a farmer, he specialized in 
livestock. In 1872, with his son Nathaniel, he began a retail butcher business. 150 

It was hazardous: "Capt. Ellsworth Tuthill was going down the hill by the mill, 
the horses before his meat wagon became frightened by the wagon hitting their 
heels. They ran to the mill bridge and turning suddenly, horses, wagon, driver and 
all went off the bridge into the mill pond." All survived, except the contents of 
the wagon, which stayed in the pond. 151 

Ellsworth commenced a third career-fishing. 152 Around 1790, Long Island 
farmers discovered that menhaden-a type of herring-made excellent fertilizer. 
Farmers spread the boiled, de-oiled, and dried fish on their fields. By the 1850s 
other uses emerged-fish oil was used in paint, cosmetics, and leather tanning. 153 

In the 1870s menhaden fishing was becoming a big business. The invention 
of a net that could be closed with a drawstring enabled fishing from vessels rather 
than trapping fish near the shore. Steam-powered craft permitted better access to 
fish and prompt delivery of cargo. 154 

Seeing the opportunity, Ellsworth, his brother James, and son Nathaniel es­
tablished a prosperous menhaden factory. 155 Consequently, about 1900, Nathan­
iel was able to expand Ellsworth's farmhouse into a five-story Victorian mansion 
with twenty-three rooms that survives to this day. 156 

The only child of Ellsworth8 Tuthill and Helen Hudson was 

17 i. NATHANIEL STRONG9 TUTHILL, 157 born 24 August 1853, 158 Wading River; 159 

married Suzie J. Hawkins160 and Anna R. Gildersleeve;161 died 15 January 
1939, Mattituck.162 

9. Sarah Strong8 Tuthill (Nathaniel7), born 27 August 1830 at Wading 
River; 163 died 4 March 1882, at Brooklyn; unmarried. 164 
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Though Sarah d i<l not attend an academy like her brothers, she learned well. She 
entered Mount Holyoke College in 1846 and graduated as an art teacher in 1850. 165 

Sarah moved several times during the 1850s, teach ing various subjects at 
schools in C hicago and Bridgeport, Connecticut . For a time, she cared for her 
aged mother in G reenport. Teach ing at an A labama women's college when the 
Civ il War began, Sarah left the South just before the first battle of Bull Run. 166 

In 1863 Sarah began the core of her career-fourteen years at Miss Porter's 
School in Farm ington, Connecticut. She wrote, "The school is much superior to 
any I have ever been connected with. It is an old school and has a wide repu­
tation and the pupils seem all to be from families of wealth." 167 

A n accomplished artist, Sarah strove to record natura l objects as they truly 
were . St ill li fes, especially birds, were her specialty. She d isplayed her work at 
nat iona l exhi bitions and achi eved renown as a practitioner of the "Pre­
Raphaeli te" art style.168 

Sarah left Miss Porter's School in 1877 to perfect her technique in Paris but 
returned ill th ree years later. She d ied of cancer in Brooklyn in 1882.169 

Nathaniel and C larissa T uth ill 's children were unique among the ir contem­
poraries. O f fifteen first cousins, only the T uthills went to co llege. They dem­
onstrated uncompromising commitment to education, unselfish dedication to 
community service, and good character. Nurturing by remarkable parents best 
explains George's sacrifice and commitment, Frankli n 's humor and scholarsh ip, 
James's selfless community service, Ellsworth 's determination and ingenuity, and 
Sarah 's artist ic accomplishments. 

In many ways, however, Nathanie l and C larissa Tuth ill were unremarkable. 
The ir daily work and li ves were typical of hundreds of thousands of early n ine­
teenth-century American ancestors. Letters inherited by collateral relatives in­
spired research on the couple and the ir offspring. Persistence led to repositories 
that genealogists rarely investigate , including local historica l societies and school 
and university archives. The search yielded a bounty of unusual documentary 
sources that were not obviously genealogical. Many of those sources preserved the 
T uthills' own words. The extent of detail is much greater than what could be 
gleaned from commonly used genealogical records. Weaving the material to­
gether produced a genea logical narra tive with greatly enlightened understand ing 
of the fami ly's character, motives, and accomplishments. 

165. Thineemh Annual Caralogue of the Mount Holyoke Female Seminary in Sourh Hadley, i\lass. 18-19-1850 
(Amherst, Mass.: J. S. & C. Adams, 1850), 5. 

166. "George M. Tuthill Diaries," 12: 190. 
167. Lener, Sarah Stro ng Tuth ill to Charle~ Miller, November 1863. 
168. William H. Gerdts, "Through a G lass Brightly: The Americ;m Pre-Raphaelites and Their Still Life;, 

and Nature Studies," in Linda S. Ferhcr and Wi lliam 11. Gerdts, The New l'aih: l~tiskin and the American 
Pre-Ra/ihaelites (Brooklyn: Brooklyn Museum, 1985), 39. (TI1e author thanks Hildy Cummings for locming thb 
reference.) 

169. "George M. Tuthill Diaries," 12: 187. 


