Bible Records
John UdleH Biible Records
Contrib11ted by C. Melvin Bliven
Both records are transcribed onto identical invoice forms printed for H. Udell,
eter
"Propri
of Salem [O regon] Express Company, Wagons." Both transcri ptions
begin with the following annotation: "coppied from the old fa mi ly bible by John
Udell Jr. 1860. & from his copy by J. L. Udell July L7 1897." Some of the people
named in these transcri ptions are found in Bible records printed in Family Puzzlers 905 (21 February 1985 ): 17- 19.
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{Births
} of the family of John Udell
Sr
!Marriages}
died feb 6. 1857 . .igc89.Y"' 1,1 6.11101,1 6.d.o
John Udell
Senio r. was born Juli 31 1768
Phebe Bailey (consort of John Udell.
o Seni r)
Was born Sept. 23 1775. died fcb. 3. 1851, agc76.Y"
5. 1110
e (J ff so 1, 1 Astabula Co. 1, 1 O hio )
June 22. 1795.
John Udell Jr.
Fredrick Udell.
Nov. 7. L796
Ansel Udell.
first
sept 11 .1798
C harles Udell.
May. 9. 1800
Almond Udell.
feb. 24. 1802.
second
A nsel Udel.
April 29. 1804
Phebe Ann Udell.
March. 18. 1806
Carl ine. Udell.
March 31. 1808
El isha E. Udell
.
July. 16. 1810
Cynrha Udell.
May 1. 1812
Sarrah Ude ll.
Ju ne 24. 18 14.
Nathan Udell.
Feb. 181,1 1817.
Adoline. Udell.
March. 12. 1820.
John Udell
S r.
Phebe Bailey.
married
Emily Merrill.
John Udell. Jr.
Fredrick Udell
S r.
Lura waters.
C harles Udell.
Sarah Ann Hosins.
A lmond. Udell.
er
n
Lam ina Lucus.
C. Melvin Bliven; Post Office Box 19 1; Wctldcrhum, 97491-0191.
OR

July l l. 1793.
Dec. 5. 1816.
Oct 3 1. 1826.
Apr. 21. 1829
Feb 9. 1832

Original Naturalization Records: A Reliable Source for Birth Dates?

63

error rate, it is important for genealogists to take the discrepancies into account.
Researchers use a variety of sources to verify birth dates. When those alternative
sources include naturalization records, this fact can be significant. More than half
of the discrepancies indicated date differences from a few days to almost a month.
In ten instances, differences ranged from one to six years, and one record showed
a twenty,three,year variance. That case is almost certainly attributable to clerical
error, because the "current date" appears where the applicant's birth date should
have been. Figure 2 shows date discrepancies exceeding one month.
CONCLUSION

With respect to one variable only-the birth date-the SCGS study supports
Szucs's assertion that naturalization records may not provide "precise answers" or,
if they do, the information may be unreliable. 9 The findings underscore the larger
lesson that researchers need to view all historical records with a good dose of
skepticism. When confronted with discrepancies, genealogists must seek the most
rational explanation, drawing conclusions only after a careful analysis of all
extant records, and considering how, when, why, and by whom the records were
created.
9. Szucs, They Became Americans, 108.

Scenery as a Cure

[Missouri Republican, Saint Louis, 10 June, 1844.]
The Western Expositor of the 1st inst., says a company of young men started
from this place a few days ago on a hunting excursion to the Rocky Mountains,
for the purpose of regaining their health. Many of them looked more like tenants
of the grave than living beings, and we trust that the resident of a few months in
the mountains, breathing the purest atmosphere on earth and enjoying a never
ending change of scenery, may have the effect of restoring them to good health
again.
Captain Andrew W. Sublette is at the head of the expedition. The following
is a list of the invalids: Capt. Andrew W. Sublette, James H. Marshall, C. C.
Hyman, James P. Ketchum, James M. Cabrert, John F. Easton, Michael Daugh,
erty, Jerome Brawner, C. J. Burk, Lewis Hume, St[·J Louis; Nelson Weston, Wm.
L. Wynn, New Orleans; M. J. Bryam, Platte County, Missouri.

-Contributed by Marsha Hoffman Rising,

CG, FASG

John Udell Bible Records
Ansel Udell.
Cornelius Udell.
Elisha E. Udell.
Nathan Udell.
Phebe Ann. Udell.
Cynthia Udell.
Adaline Udell.e
Sarah. Ud ll.

Mary May.
Lois Longworth.
Mary Payne.
Elisabeth Payne.
Alvah Udell.
Stevan Rockwell.
Alvih Jones.
Henry Goodell.

65
May 17. 1829.
Jan. 12. 1832.
March 9. 184 1.
June 30. 1840
Dec. 25. 183 1.
[blank]
Apr. 11. 1844
[blank] 1857.

[second page]
(Births of the family of John Udell Jr. )
John Udell. Jr. was born June 22. 1795 .
In the city of New York 1, 1 New York St[ate].
Emily Merrill daughter of Jared & T emperance
Merrill. was born ... . Jan l. 1794.
In New Hartford 1, 1 Conn.
Oliver C. Udell. June. 8. 1820 in Lenox. Ohio.
Lyd ia M. Udell. Sept. 3. 1817. in Lenox Ohio.
Fredrick Udell. March. 21 1822. in Hartford. Ohio

Died June. 30. 1874.

April. 19. 1868.
Dec. 11. 1873.

Humbolt Co.

Jared B Udell 1, 1 Apr. 26. 1824, Lenox, Ohio.
Henry Udell 1,1 Apr. 20 1826. Jeffe rson, Oh io.
Priscilla Ann Udell.Apr829
.1 4.1
n
1, 1 Jefferso
1, 1 Ohio.
Carline Udell.
Sept.
23. 1830.
er
n Jeff so 1, 1 Ohio.
Emma Udell. Nov. 22. 1830. Winsdor [sic]. Ohio.

Aug. 26. 1873.
Apr.10. 1870.
Apr. 6. 1897.

Parents of Em ily Udell. died} Jared Merrill May 30. 1830
76vrs
"!!."
Temperence Merrill. feb. 18. 1823 ai.:c55vrs
Marriages of the fam il y of John & Emily Udell
Lyd ia Udell.
Wm Allen.
Priscilla Ann Udell.
James Runnells. Sales.
Fredrick Udell
,
Jr.
Rebecca White.
Pauli ne Stevens.
ver Ude
Jared B. Udell.
C.
ll.
Carline Winton.
Oli
Carline Udell.
Steven
W. Wood.
Emma Udell.
Wm Ross.
Henry Udell.
Mary Ledgerwood.

July 5. 1843.
May. [blank] 1845
Jan. 7. 1847.
Sept. 21. 1847.
Feb. 14. 1849.
[blank] 1852
[blank] 1853.
Jan. 21, 1 1866

John Udell. was married to his second wife. C larinda
(Their ages at the time of marriage were 75. & 63 .) Jan 15. 1879

Udell Family
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Udalls, 300-Plus, Proclaim the Worth of Family
By BARBARA YOST
PHOENIX-More than 130 years
ago a family tree was planted near
Salt Lake City, Utah. It was called
Udall. Two brothers, Joseph and
David King Udall, were the first
American -born generation of a pioneer Mormon family that came
from England seeking religious
freedom, much like the Pilgrims
230 years earlier.
Today there are 1,400 living
descendants of the Udall brothers,
and the family tree has spread roots
throughout the Southwest.
A few days ago, more than 300 of
those descendants gathered here
for a family reunion that put "Dynasty" to shame. The gowns might
not have been as elaborate, but the
familial ties were as strong as an
oak.
In body, they came from as far
away as Boston; in spirit, from as
long ago as 1851.
"I could just hear my mother
saying, 'Now, how are we going to
get you there?' " said Ida Church,
Pauline Udall's daughter, David
King Udall's granddaughter.
Church and her husband, Howard,
drove seven hours from Utah to

attend the reunion, which included
a hike into the mountains north of
Phoenix, a golf tournament, picnic
and banquet.
"My, yes, it was worth it,"
Church said.
Newport Beach, Calif., urologist
Don Udall recalled the last family
reunion he attended. It was 1967,
and a correspondent from Time
magazine was sent to cover the
event. Udall gave the reporter

trician at Harvard University Medical School. "We feel that people
knowing their roots and knowing
their parents, grandparents, other
relatives, solidifies their identity,"
Udall said. Congressman Morris
Udall, currently the most illustrious member of the clan, did not
make the trip, blaming a hectic
Washington schedule. His brother
Stewart, former secretary of the
Interior, addressed the evening

'Wefeel that people knowing their
roots-relatives-solidifies their identity.'
information for the story and waited for it to appear.
But the Six-Day War broke out
first, reducing the Udall report to
an item in the magazine's People
column.
Udall said he almost skipped the
1985 reunion until he heard that all
of his siblings-the children of
Gilbert Udall-were coming. He
decided not to spoil the record.
John Udall traveled all the way
from Boston, where he is a pedia-

banquet.
At that event, Stewart Udall
reminded his audience of the hardships their ancestors had faced in
clearing Western America. In
those days, he said, a man built his
own house, shod his own horse and
repaired his own bridles, leading a
life of "simplicity and competence."
The former Cabinet member,
who lives in PhoeniX. spends his
afternoons practicing law and his
mornings writing a book about the

16th-Century Spanish explorers of
the Southwest. It is due to be
published next fall.
The Udall reunion was born in
the imagination of Margaret Udall
Warnock and cousin Charlotte
Wiehrdt last July. "Charlotte and I
got together, and then it grew,"
Warnock said.
"The original Udall brothers
used to have family gatherings all
the time," she said. "With 17
children and three wives between
them they would hike up into the
mountains of northern Arizona,
pitch tents and have a grand old
time with the cousinry.
"Back when David wrote his
book, 'Logging the Family History,' he spoke of his father and
knowing about your progenitors. I
think they didn't realize what a
good job they did in instilling this in
their children. . . . All our parents
would be pleased." As the wife of a
career Army officer, Warnock has
lived around the world, often far
from relatives. "Family is important to me," she said. "The reason
I've enjoyed this is I've gotten to
know something about my relatives I didn't know before."
Please see UDALLS, Page 3

UDALLS: A Family's Spirit Is Firmly Rooted
Continued from Page 2

MARK HENLE I The Phoenix Gazette

Nicholas Udall, 72, holds 4-month-old Lonny Hogle. They were
the oldest and youngest at recent Udall family reunion in Phoenix.

Cousin Charlotte added with a
laugh: "When we reserved the
hotel, we asked for extra closetsto hold all the skeletons!"
One of the lesser skeletons was
that of family prankster Grover
Udall. Nephew Nicholas, at 72 the
oldest Udall attending the reunion,
regaled picnickers with stories of
Uncle Grover's antics: the time he
set off dynamite under two anvils
on the Fourth of July, or the time
he 'fessed up to the murder of the
family goose.
"Grover was real different from
the rest of us," Nicholas said.
Another senior Udall, Elma, is
the family genealogist, having
spent the last 30 years researching
the Udall history. At the picnic, she
took time to share the account,
beginning with the marriage of
David Udall and Eliza King in Kent
County, England, 1850.
That same year, David and Eliza
joined the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, converted by
missionaries from America. The
American church was building its
ranks and encouraged English
Mormons to emigrate to the land of
opportunity. The Udalls did so,
landing in New Orleans and then
moving to St. Louis.
Eliza was pregnant during the

ship's crossing and gave birth to
David King Udall in 1851 in St.
Louis. When spring came, the
famHy started across the plains for
Utah, where Brigham Young had
brought a Mormon congregation
after the death of church leader
Joseph Smith in 1844.
By now, Salt Lake City was a
thriving community, so much so
that new arrivals were encouraged
to colonize outside the city. The
Udalls settled in Nephi and had
three more children-two daughters and a second son, Joseph.
Polygamy in Flower

David King grew up and took a
wife, Eliza, and then took another,
Ella, in the days when polygamy
was common in the Mormon
church. Joseph was married once,
to Emma.
David King Udall had 11 children
by his two wives. Joseph had six. In
1880, David King was sent to
colonize the Arizona frontier and
became first president of the Arizona temple. Joseph and his family
followed two years later. Both lived
and died in Arizona, leaving behind
a strong family legacy.
One member of that club is Phil
Smith, who claims to have 336
cousins. "Family is the greatest

thing there is," Smith said. "The
name goes on, and the younger
generation is just beautiful."
By the time the next Udall
reunion is due- Newport Beach,
1987-the name will have spread
farther and the younger generation
will have multiplied. One cousin
comments, "It gets to be a zoo."
Stewart Udall predicted that
eventually, smaller groups will
splinter off from the main clan and
hold their own reunions.
That's OK. Perpetuity is what
the name game is all about, Udall
said.
"All this dumb talk about family
by politicians- reunions are not
what politicians blabber about but
what families do. This is what
families do."
Yost is a Phoenizwriter.

