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1777 "liid1 1·ithl·r pn·\ r·11tt-d dfic-it•11l .1dmin istratio11 or dll'ckl'<l the 
\>np11 Jar will. Cr.u li1.illy !lit' t1a11spl t11l1·d Y.t11kt•1 •s ol ups tate· awl U1c 
c1111111tC1 ll p1·11ple 111 '.\1 •\,. ) ork Cil\' n ·lwll<·d a~ai11sl n ·stri<.:tl'il '>llfl rage 
a 111 1 tlil' Ct11111cil of lk,·i,lllll. \dtid1 lrl·qu1•11Lly \l'ltwd pnp11h1r le<.!;i~
J;illon. Tit<' 11ps111!_!c· o l dt·mocr;ttH: l1 •<' li11 !.! in .'\ 1•\\ York ~tat<' \\°<ts a p<trt 

nl tlw t1d.t! '"" ' '''"'' pin~ till' 11orll11•n1 .111d \\t•,(1·n1 sl.1 l1·s. 
))1 11 111:.!, ;, 1u·1i111l ol '"Ill!' !orly ~t".trs the Crn111ci l of h < \i,i1111 \\hich 

was 1·11 111 p11s1·d o l 1!11· fi\'l· j11d!.!;1·s ol lhl' S11J>n·11w Co11 rt. 1111 • 1·l 1a11v..Jlor, 
.111d tlu !.!••\~·111111 dis t!lrl\\1·d l I"> l.1\\·s. ~Ollll' ol l lll'st• \\l'l°<' n p.1ss1·d 11\l'f 

1ts , 1 l11 1., .t t\\·n-l l11rr!, \<Ill' ol tl1t· l1·'.!islat1m·. Ti it' Co11m·il \\as i11l<'11dt'd 
to l'l 11•1·k ' 1i.1,t\· ;111d i11C1li,l 1 la"·'· h11t 1111lorl1111.tlt-I} it !t-11d1·d .it tinll's 
to 11 fl, ·1 t I l't:"1 r:.lis t tl1 i11k 111!.! o l a p1m I_,. p.irtis,u1 11 at11n-. Tlw Co11n1.:il 

d<"ni.1ndt·d thl' Co11ndl l>l' a boli!> lwd. 
011 \ 11~t1'it :2S. J'>::! I. a cnn~titutirnw l co1wentiun fi11all~, as .. 1•mhlcd al 
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~ prov idi11g Jor the establishment of from four to e ight judici.il cli$tnd'. 
-.... in C'ach ol wl1ic.:h would be a district jmlge. 

Th<' chan!.!C'S i11 tht· s11ITragc, howc•,·c•r. aroused much more contnn-ers,· 
and prowd far m on· significant. The old co11stit11t io11 prescnh1 d th~, 
possess ion o l a twent' -po11nd fn·Pholcl or the pa~·mcnt of a ~·earh- rl'nt 
of forty \ ltillin~!> .1s qua lifications ot voter~ lor assemblymen. Tn ,.<'ll' tor 
sena tor a11d !.!O' <·nwr the <.it iz<·n had to possess still more propert; . To 
the clisma;· ol tlu· Fcckr.dists. tire Hc·publicam advocat<'d cl.111q•s 1wr
mitt ing 'oters lo qualify by paym<'n t of tax!:'s. hy s<"rdce in llw lllili lia. 
bv work on th<' roads, or ]1\· established resiclenc:<>. In shilrl. tlu· ll1·
p~blica11 <; wC're proposing th~ cquirnlent of unh ers.d 111.mhood rnflr.1l!l' 
for "hit<· , ·oters. 

Abraham \ ·an \ ·eclilcn slated the federalist ca'<' succinctlv ... J.ile and 

liberty arC' common to a ll. but the possession of proper!\' is uot. 1 Icm·c· 
the ow1wrs of property h,l\·e rights whiclt. in relation to those who •trc 
destitute. ar(' separate and exclusi\·e." The most eloquent clf'fcnse of till' 
olc.I order came from Chancellor Ja m es Kent, who w:irncd of tlw dangers 
in C\lencling the suffrage: 

1·li1 ·1 ki·d tl1<' ll'!:isl.ilun·~ .itl<'111pt to c li.111'.!t' th\' d1 .t rl1·r ol Cnl11111bia 
Colli ·'.!•'. ,1 < it.1d1·l nl F1·d<"ralis111. a11d dt1ri11~ th1· \\ .a r of 1">12 it embed 
Tr.111pk111s

0 

l'florl\ lo 1·11.1ct t'011st-riplln11 at1d drastic prop1.•rt~· la\es. • 

\\.lw11 tlw < :m111< ii in I '>:20 rl'jl'ckd .t popular l1ill call111~ !or a con-~ 
stit11tio11.tl cor1\c•11l1m1. tll(' public \las aroused .l!ld tlw Hq>ul1l1cans 

The gro\\'th of the city of '.'\ew-York is enough to startle ancl aw.1kr11 tltose 
.\llMll\·. It \\.t' a !ind.' ol disti?1!_!t11s lwd 1nc•n a11d inc:lt1tlL·d practically all f I ff I 1 \\'ho arc- purs11ing thl' ig11is fat1111s o unh·crsa su r•1ge. 111 177-3 il 1.11 21.000 
thl' 1H1lstancli11~ politit;.d li!!;ltr<·s ol till' time. \mun(! tlH' srn.tl l ~rou1\1 souls. in J SO I it h.td 60,000 souls. in 1806 it had 76.000 souls, in l ~::!O it h.1d 
of n·111ainin~ F~·deralish " 1-r1· M1<.:lt .1blt' 111en a~ C.l1a11c.:ellor J.t11ll' ' Kent, \. ~ 123.000 souls. 

tiw most dl't<·nninnl ddt"ndcr ol the ~tat11s quo; Pl't<'r . \u~11St11s J.1~-. ~ It i< r.1pidl~· swc·llin~ into the un\\'ield~· p opulation. and with the- ln11d1·11-
~il t1 d ~Oil '.)f. tit~· prinC'ipa.l _a11tho1~· 0·I tl11• first cnnsti lutirJ_11 : Jonas Platt; \ some p.1 uperis111. of an Euro1~can mctr~polis. '.'\Ei.';·-York is de,lin<'d lo l1t·cw_nc 
.-\bralia111 \ an \ l'chtl'n; E hsl1.1 \\ ilh:uns; and . t<-pli <"n \ an Hl'llS\t:lacr. ?j ,. the- fu tu1c· London of America: and m less than a century. that ci t~. with 
II I, scion of tl1c old and \\ ealthy landlrokUn~ .11111 y. Thl'y tried to ~ , lh~ opcr.1lio11 of unin·rsal s111Ir.igc. and under skilful diredion. will !.!ovcm 
sal\-.1(!e as nmd_i a!> w.is po!>sihlc i11 fac:e of thc ~3m:ktail ch-111.incl f?r ~tins st.He. 

rclorrn. hut t!tcir <:amt· wao; hopeless. Out of 126 scats the Buc:ktails O'\ .... ' '\.J\or was it safe to ado t unh·ersal suffra e as an experimental lll<'a!>ure, 
t·onlroll1·J J JO. These Hepuhli<:ans were not mt'n of limited <'.\[Wrienc:c ~ a·d tl I 11 P g \ "\ s 1 le c iance or: 
a11d alnbt\'. :\mo11 ~ their ranks were D,u1iel D. Tompkins, who prcsi<led 
O\ < r thC' ·com·enlion, the astute :\lartin Ya n Buren. t11e distin~11ished 
Petl'r R. Li\°i11go; ton. and Erastus Hoot, a master o f sar<:asm. 

TIJ(' com e11tion quic.:kly abo li~hed both t11c Counci l of :\ ppointments 
a nd tire Co1111e il of Hevision, despi te t11e somewhat perfunctory protests 
of till' .Federalist~. lt g.tve t11e governor the veto power, but a t wo-tJ1ir<ls 
votc in c·ad1 house could o\·erricle his , ·eto. The appointing power was 
d istrih11L<·c.I in a fa~hion more d1·mocratic.: but not necessarily wiser from 
the ,t.rndpoint of improved administration. The chief ollicers o f the state, 

~11ch as t l1e s1·crdary of s tate, the attorney general, ;.u1d the comptroller, 
" 1m· to lil! C'l<'cll'cl by the leg is la ture, whereas lesser officials were to 
lie· •q~pointcd by the gcl\°ernor with the consent of the Senate. The 
l'CJll \ l'll lt11n also n·dM·cl the judiciary system by creating a new Supreme 
C'ot11 l rn11sisting o f a chief jus tice and two associate justices an<l by 

n
niversal suOrage oncC' granted. is granted forever, and ne,·er ea11 be H -

lied. There is no retrograde step in the rear of democracy. llowt•wr rni\
hievous the precedent may be in its consequences, or howeYer fatal in its 
!Feels, u11iq~rsa] suffrage never can be recalled or checked , but by the 
lrength of the b;1yonet. 

The Federalist appeal was dashed aside by Erastus Root, who n·pliecl: 
"\Ve have no dille rcnt es tates, ha,·ing different interests, necessary to be 
guarded from encroachments by the watchful eye of jealousy- \\·c are 
all of the same estate-all commoners; nor, until we have privileged 
orders, am] aristocratic estates to defend, can t11is argument apply.' 
The F ederalists were inundated by the d emocratic tide. Although 
property qualifications were retained for Negroes virtual uni"crsa l 
si.:ffrage was established for white males. A few other minor change~ 
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ch~caclP of the 1790's. Again in 1811-1812 tcn'1nt farmers pelitionPtl the 
lc·gislaturP to inn·stigate the title of the Livingston family an<l he
dt·\·iled the shr.oriffs who tried to enforcP rent payment. 

Tlw death of St<,phcn Yan Hen..;seber, the '"last nf tlw patroons," 
rn 1 Jarmar:· 2(), 18:39, symholizPd the passing of an era. The s1wctacle 
of a lamlc·cJ gc•ntlcma11 liYing in semifernlal splt·ndor among his three 
tho11sand tf'nants was anachronism to a gl'rwration "·hich had hec.:ome 
acdimatccl to Jacksonian dr•rnoeracy. Yan Hl'nsselaC'r's l<'nic11cy toward 
his tenants ereatt'cl a Sl'rious problem for Iris heirs, wl10 were instructed 
hy his will to apply the back rents (approximately 8400,000) toward 
the payment of the patroon's debts. As soon as the rent notices went 
out. the farnwr-; organized committees and held pnh1ic meetings in 
protest. St<'phc11 Yan Henssclacr, who had inherited tlic west manor 
( Alham· Countv ), refused to meet with a committee of antircntcrs and 
turned .dmrn tl~cir written request for a reduction of rents. His brusque 
refusal infuriated the farmers. On July 4. ]8:39, a mass meeting at 
Berne called for a declaration of independence from landlord rule but 
raised the amount the tenants were willing to pay. 

The answer to this proposal was soon forthcoming. The cxccutors of 
the estate secured \\Tits of ejectmcnt in suits against tenants in arrears. 
Crowds of angry tenants manhandled Sheriff ~lic:hael Archer and his 
assistants and turned back a posse of five hundred men. Sht'riff Archer 
called upon Gon"rnor \\"ilJiam Seward for military assistance. Seward's 
proclamation calling on the people not to resist the enforcement of the 
law and the presence of seYcral hundred militiamen overawed the 
tenants. The tenants, hmvcver. persisted in their refusal to pay rent. 
Of course the sheriff could and did evict a few. but he could not dis
possess an entire township. 

By 1844 the antircnt movement had grown from a localized struggle 
against the Van Henssclaer family to a full-fledged revolt against lease
hold tenure throughout eastern New York. Virtual gueril1a warfare 
broke out. Hiders disguised as Indians and wearing calico gowns 
ranged through the countryside, terrorizing the agents of the landlords. 
In late 1844 Governor \ Villiam Bouck sent three companies of militia 
to Hudson, where antirenters threatened to storm the jail and release 
their lc•tder, Big Thunder (Dr. Smith A. Boughton in private life). 
TI1c fol1owing year Governor Silas Wright was forced to proclaim 
Delaware County in a state of insurrection after an armed rider had 
killed an un<lersheriff at an eviction sale. 

The antircnters organized town, county, and state committees, pub
lished their mvn newspapers, held conventions, and elected their own 
spokesmen to the legislature. The success of candidates endorsed by 
antireutcrs in 1845 caused po1iticians in both parties to show a "won· 

;.; 
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derful anxiety .. to ··give the Allti-rentc>rs all they ask." The leµ;islaturc.: 
abolished the right of the landlord to seize the goods of a defoultin~ 
tenant and taxc<l the income whic:h landlords dcrin."d from their rC'nt 
Shortly thereafter, the constitutional convention of 18-16 prohihited am· 
future lease of agricultural land which claimed rent or seITit·e for ',1 

period longc>r than twelve years. Yet neither the conYention nor thc 
state legislature> was willing to disturb existing leases. 

The antirenters played politics with remarkable succc.•ss in the vear~ 
between 18-16 and 1851. The\' elected friendly sheriffs an<l local offieiah 
who virtual1y paralyzed thd efforts of the ·landlords to collect rents·. 
They cleYcr1y threw their weight to the candidates of eitlwr major 
party who would support their cause. The bitter rivalrit·s between and 
within the \Vhig and Democratic parties enabled the a11tirenters to 
exert more influence than their numbers warranted. As a result thev 
had a small but determined bloc of antirent champions in the Assen~
bly and the Senate who kept landlords uneasy by threatening to pass 
laws cha1lenging land titles. The antirent endorsement of John Young, 
\Vhig candidate for governor in 18-16, proved decisiYe. Gon·mor Young 
promptly pardoned several antirent prisoners and called for an investi
gation of titles by the attorney general. The courts eventually ruled 
the statute of limitations prevented any questionincr of the oricrinal . ~ ~ 

titles. Dec1aring that the holders of perpetual leases were in reality 
freeholders, the Court of Appeals outlawed the "quarter sales," i.e., the 
requirement in many leases that a tenant \y90 disposed of his farm 
should pay one-fourth of the money to the landlord. 

Assailed by a concerted conspiracy not to pay rent and harassed hy 
taxes and investigations of the attorney general, the landed proprietors 
gradually sold out their interests. In August 1845 seventeen large land
holders announced that they were willing to sell. Later that year 
Stephen Van Rensselaer, IV, agreed to sell his rights in the Helderberg 
townships. His brother, William, who had inherited the east manor in 
Rensselaer Count\•, also sold out his ricrhts in over five hundred farms • b 

in 1848. Finally, in the 1850's, two speculators purchased the remaining 
leases from the Van Rensselaers. 

The antirent movement was more than a selfish campaign to escape 
rent payment. It was a ringing protest by democratic farmers against 
the aristocratic clique which had dominated New York for so many 
decades. By dramatizing the evils of land monopoly, the antirenters 
also helped to arouse the nation to the importance of granting free 
homesteads to actual settlers on the public domain. 

Undoubtedly speculators in urban real estate were making more 
money in this period than developers of backcountry lands. The rapid 
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- tlw Lid1·! ... gsto~1s, admitted soml' rccniits to the inner circle. \Yilliam 
CPoper of Coc~perslown and Pder Smith of Pderhoro marri<•cl cl:rnghtl'r~ 
of tht' T .i\·ingsto11 c:Ltn. :\ l<''\a11der Hamilton married Elizalwlh Schuyler 
ch·spill' hi-; <p1t•:-ition~thlc family origin. The landed aristocracy sometimt•'i 
s<'nt younger 'ions to administer their frontier tracts, spreading the pri11-
c:ip li'S of fedPr:dism anc1 t lie· Episcopal church into the wilderness. Tk 
old aristocracy found able ddcndc>rs among propcrty-mind{'d 11('\\'COmtT' 

snch as :\lcxamlPr Hamilton, Jamc>s Kent, and James Fenimore Coop1·r. 
No Lidngston ever cldemlec.l the old regime of landed wealth mon· 
\'ehc:11wntly than James Kent at the constitutional convention of 182.l or 
James F(')limore Coopc·r in his antirent nm·els. 

By 1825 the nwn:hant-shipping familiC's were competing for snl'i.d 
eminence \\'ith tlw landt•cl aristocrats. Their wealth enabled them to )i,·1· 
luxuriously and to c:ulth·atc ~entccl manners. Some ~lanhattan merc:l 1:111ts 
cre<.:tcd submhan homes farther up the island and sent thc.:•ir win·s t11 
Saratoga SpritH.!;S for the summer season. Tutors taught the claught1·r~ 
French and etiquette and prepared the young men for Columbia, Yal1·. 
and Harrnrd. 

Lord Cl1estt'rfi('Jd set the standards of propriety for New York's upp1·r 
classes, hut French ideas in dress prevailed. The influx of hundreds of 
French refugees from Santo Domingo and France resulted in the spn·ad 
of French tastes in cooking, ballroom dancing, and music. Durin~ tlll' 
1790's, \\'hen Geoq~c \Vashington held "court" at ?\c.•w York, the g<'lltk· 
men \\'Ore smalklotlws. siJk stockings, and silver buckles. And when tlw 
tcrrorizecl nobles of Fram·e disguised themselves in workingnlC:'n's pa11t:1-
Joons, Americans adopted similar attire. By 1825 only a few dil'hanJ, 
retaim·d the old style. In the 1790's women in the upper classc·s abr• 
shifted toward simplicity in dress, discarding whalebone and lw:i,·:· 
petticoats. By 1820 the trend was re\'crsc<l and the ladies went hac:k 111 

stays, bustles. and stomach boards. 
Keeping house was a full-time occupation for the \\'i\"es of the ari~tn('

racy as it was for all housewives in that period. The problem of scc11ri11:: 
reliable Sl'n·ants became even more difficult after the decline of sb\'l·r~· 
and indentured scrdtucle. Few domestics, moreover, could he trusted 111 

supervise the endless round of household duties. Carrying in water. keq ,. 
ing the fir('placc supplied, cleaning the iron pots, pans, and kettlc-s. a11d 
making candles. soap, and carpets were only a few of the tasks. 

Below the ari~tocracy of birth and of wealth were the mcmlwr~ of wli.1t 
w<• lrH>sl·ly call the middle class. lndc.'pendent farmers formec.l thC' mn.;f 

11uml'rous elt'nwnt in this group, and their manner of life has bc•t•n i11di· 
cat<·d in tl1<' cl1apt"r on pioneer a~riculture. The middle class in th<' ,·iJ. 
la~(·s and the dtiPs included shnpke<·p<·rs, clerks, tavern kePpers, skilh·d 
arl isans, ma1111fol'turPrs, a11d most of tlw prnfessio11al pcnpll'. From t!ii:-
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:_::nntp c:arne most of the future leaders of the cultmal aud lmsiness life 
11f the state. 

The lower classes included farm lahorers, apprentices, ~la\'es, and, later, 
frl'L' ~egroes, clay laborers, and the most rec:ent immigrants. Life for these 
people was grim but somewhat relie\·ecl by the hope that the way upward 
\\"as not entirely blocked for the most able and for their c:hildren. 

_.\]though many social and ci\·ic problems, such as the education of the 
,·111mg and the control of fires, faced villa~e and city trustees in this 
j>criocl, only a few tentath·e steps toward imprm·enwnt were taken by 
1 S:?.5. The trustees of Rochester, who n•quired that each householder 
~l'l'P a bucket for every two fireplaces, placed c:hief reliance in the volun
klT brigades. Public health measures wen, Yirtually nonexistent. Citizens 
drew water from springs, wells, or cisterns or bought their water from 
,\n·et carriers. Pigs and cows roamed the dirty unpan'd streets despite 
t!H' legal bans. The new cities found it necessary to establish markets in 
order to get farmers' wagons out of the streets. In 1822 Hochester orderecl 
property holders along the commercial blocks to build a twelve-foot 
,jdPwalk to protect pedestrians from the filth. 

TIH· prol>lems of antisocial hehm'ior, ill health, and intemperance af
ft·c:tl>d both urban and rural New York. The transient population along 
thl' wharves and the canals and the rough men patronizing the grog
liouses and taverns prodded most of the criminal elements . .\Iunicipal 
:1utl1orities strengthened the night watch, but no uniformed police had 
.tppean.·<l by 1825. The sheriff maintained order in the c:ountryside, call
ing out his posse when necessary. 

Lile expectancy in this period was a fraction of its present figure. 
Di-:i·asc ravaged the population almost completely unchecked and little 
1111derstood. Disorders almost unknown today were commonplace. Small
p• 1:-; left its ugly scars on thousands, while tuberculosis filled ten times as 
111:my graves in proportion to the population as it did in 195~. \Ialaria, 
'oml'times called the .. shakes" or "Genesee fe\'er," riddled the frontier 
population. Typhoid and many other contagious diseases struck every 
t·nmnrnnity, and cholera hit the seaports. Only one-half of the children 
n·<1chcd their fifth birthday-a sobering statistic in the light of modern 
.1dnmces . 

. \le<lic~l attention, if available, was practically worthless. The results 
111 01e common practice of bleeding the patimt were often worse than 
tl1t· <liseascs themselves. Anesthetics were unknown and gangn·t-ie fol
lowed many of the operations perfornw<l by iuexpcrt surgeons witlt 
primitive instruments. Toothaches were universal and dentistry primi
! i\l·. Travelers noted that few adults had u foll set of tee-th. Tltc real 
L11rden of maintaining health in the family fell upon the on·n,·ork<'cl 
lanuscwifc, who fed molasses a11d sulphur tu lwr cl1ildre11 and .~d(•d a'> 

c_~, 
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in~ lay trustees, in hitting bal'k at nati\'ists. and in setting up m·w ch~:: 
llught•s \\'as particularly determined to reassert the traditional p• .·.1.. 
the priesthood· and bishops in church go\'crnment. After SP\W.d < 

versics, especially with German congregations, Hughes assertvd : 
thority. The legislature in 186:3 agreed to pass a church incorpor.::: 
ensuring control by the clergy. The law pro\'ided that a clmrch eorT 
for the Catholic communion was to consist of the bishop, the vicar :..:· · 
the· pastor. and two lay trustees. 

Tlw common school system of :\ew York City \\'as not acc1·pt. · 
Bishop Hugh cs for se\·eral rcasous. The Public Sc:hool Soddy. ad:1 :: • 

i11g the schools for the city. \\'as dominated by prh·ate clin~<:tor, , : 
ll0tmced Protestant vh'\\'S. Furthermore', many teachers and It"·: 

were unsympathetic: to the Catholic drnrc:h, and the daily n·adi11..: 
tlie King Jamc~s \·ersion of th(' Bible \\·ere anathema to good C::· 

Church leaders organized a parochial school system in \\'ltkh ( 
doctrine as well as secu]ar subjects \\'ere taught. Rut the shortag1· 1 •: 

ings and traiiied teachers prc,·cntcc.l the church schools from t1b : 
of all the children of Catholic parentage. In 18·10 Governor \'. 
Seward recommended that schools h<~ established in which 1 .. 1, 

.. :·may he instructed hy teachers speaking the same langua~(' \\it 1• • 

.. selves and professing the same faith." Catholic citizens of :\Pw \ .. ; · 
· immediately petitioned the Common Council for a share of t!JI' : 

school mone\'. This adion irritated the Public School Sol'id\ .. ·. 
backers, and .in 18-11 Samuel F. B. ~lorsc ran for ma\'or on a :\ati._,. ·. 
ican ticket. Bishop Hughes countered with the o;ganizatio11 of 1 • 

party. call eel the Carroll Hall ticket, which held the balance of !" · · 
18-12. A new law of that year compromised the issue: tlw clrnffl: · 
n•cei\'ed no public money, hut the Public School So<:iety 111ad1· "' 
the publicly managed school system in New York City. 

Natidsm continued to harass the Catholic church thrrnt!!li·': 
period. The workingmen's fear of immigrant competition w,i.; !~1· 

important factor. but pauperism among immigrants and the puliti• .: : 
exercised hY the church in citv elections were also influl•ntial i11 s!i!~: 

native . .\rm:ricans to organiz~ secret societies. such as the Knn\\ · '\ · 
of the 18.5Cfs. 

The Jewish synagogue, like the Catholic church, was a 1111ih !:; · 

for its people. Fur most Jews life revol\'ccl around the congn·g.1t! 1
••: 

aclministt•rec.l dietary laws, directed charitable and educatirnd · 
ties, and conducted' the ceremonies associated with birth. man i.i.: 

· death. The Jewish community, centering in its 01w synagng11t· ; : 
gradua11y split up into several congregations, each ministcriu~ ~,' 

of differing backgrounds. It has been estimated. that in 1560 ;\t"·' 

City had twenty·scvcn synagogues. 



RELIGIOi': A:'\D REFOR:\I . . 
Tlit' strange enthusiasms and peculiar cults of upstate ::\ew York haYe 
,, inatcd succeeding gPnerations, but their imporla11ec has bel'n greatly 
.. :~~eratcd. For example, Oneida Community and tlw \lormon c:hurc:h 
. :..iled only a few hundred people within this stttc. One must repeat 

·.t these tmusual mm·eme11ts do not compare in importance with the 
., .;iwctacular hut for more signifil'ant work carried on hy the major 
: 1o1minations in organizi11g aml maintaining c:lrnrc.:ht•s for frontier farm
.. llld city clwe11ers. 
!"lw Ch~m:h of the Latter-Day Saints ( \lormo11s) wa!'I the most im
. :. 1nt new sect origin:ttin~ in :\cw York. hut its later c.lc\'C.•lopmcnt took 
_ ,. almost entirely outside the state's borders. Joseph Smith professed 
'. the angel .\loroni appeared to hi1n in Palmyra and tuld him that the 
•• ~1·11 Plates of a new Bible lay buried near by. :\ftl·r tlig~ing up the 
·1·'· Smith (behind a curtain) dictated the Book of \lormon, which 
:1\)rtccl to describe the historY of :\merica from its settlement by one 

...... tribes dispersed at tl1e Tm~Tr of Babel. Smith's mirades. propl{ecics, 
; n·n·Jations impressecl a few neighbors, but most n•mained skC'pticaL 

! i!•s of lawsuits and other troubles. combined with the attractions of 
\ \"t ·st caused Smith to mm·t'. in IS:3L to Kirtland. Oliio. Subsequently 
\lormons moved to Illinois and \lissouri and finalh- to L'tah. In the 

:· :·, and 1850's .\lormon missionaries toured western :\e\\' York ancl 
· ·:ikd SC'veral hundred candidatC:'s to Jin· in tlw Desert Zion. The \lor

, 1 limch, however, 1wver took firm root in :\cw York. 
". 111lhl'r station along the broad "psychic: highway" across central aml 
···rn ~cw York was Oneida Community, world famous for its t.'xperi
. .; in communal living. Its success is wrapped up in tiH· figme of 
: I I 11mphrey ?\oyes. a genius at or~anization and ll'adership, who 
:. d the c:ommunitv for sen•ral decades. I-le st1tl'd: 

·'· :trfarc is an assertion of human rights: first the right of man to he 
· · :wd hy God and to )i\·e in the sol'ial state of lwa\·(·11: S<'l'Olld tlir ri'.,!.ht 

111.111 to clisposc of lier sexual nature h:· attractill11 ins!f'ad of hy law awl 
and to hear c:hilclre11 ouh- \\'he11 she choost·s: third. the ri~ht of all lo 

• .!1 the lahors and im:reas(• .the ach-.mtagcs of life by assodat,iou. 

!1.Jy these ideas were radical for his. or any. gt'n('r:ttion~ 
! · rf<.'etionism" had won adherents in villag(•..; in <:l'IJtral :'\ew York 
• 1 ~ tlu.~ early 18-!0's. ]ts helien•rs preached tltat tn!C' Cl1ristia11s co11ld 

· without sin. In 18-18 ::'\on•s c.:anw to Ot1l'ida i11 (·1•11tr,d :'\e\\ York 
· · l'ut1wv, \'crmont, when: his "Bi1,Je Scl10ol .. l1acl slwd..l'd tlH· nci~.di
. L~· sh,;ring e\·crything in common. incl11di11~ 1 IH· \\'t 1rrw11. 

_
1
·, .. ida Community was mtiqu!· amo11.!.!; "con:rrnmitari,t!! .. '''":rin111:•;, ... : 

·,: 11 :\ew York l)('ca11se it was an (·t·(1111in1ic s::r.-n·-:·, .111•; .,. · ,,, • it 
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lasted for almost fom clrcacles. Fortunat<.>1~· for the group. SC:'wall :'\ 1·-.\. 

l1ousc's trap for smal1 animals prm·idl'd the community \\'ith a !-!k.:.!· 

income' to snpplt•nwnl ,,·hat t!wy c~mwd from fannin~. Outsidl'rs \• .. ,. 
shoc:kl'd by the system of ··comph·x marriage·· in ,,·hi<.:h every wom:m ''· , 
theordic·alh- tlw wife of e\·en· man. Less contrm·ersial was th0 <.·.n1 

tlw d1ildrc.."n i11 the comnrnnfty nursery. The perfectionists al 01:, :. : : 
adopted other a(h-.mcecl ideas. \Vomen \\'ere granted <:'quality, \\'1. 1 .. 

hloonwrs. :u1d hohlwd their hair. .:\s criticism mountc<.l, th<.' Jc~u!1·r· . : 
Ondda Community grad11ally abandoned their unusual prac:tic:t'-.. Tl. 
iwni1ittecl incli,·id11al marriage and in 1819 divided the property :11n::·: · 

tlH' nwmhcrs of tlie eomnrnnitv. 
Jlw cloctri11c that Christ ,,.iJI return to tho world to usher in th(• ::: · 

lenni11111 has atlracl<·d Christian enthusiasts ew·r since the first l t'l!;;;· 

ln tlw iS:)(fs and l.S-IO"s several thousand Ne\\· Yorkers, as W<'ll as r·!L .. 
in th<' nortlwastcrn part of the C nitcd States, adopted the dews of \ \' iil; 
.\I ill er. who prC'ac·lwcl tl1at the world would come to an end in I 'i I) 
U).J L :\fkr sc·:Tiee in tht• \Var of 1Sl2. ~lilicr rclurnl'd to his lin:i1·· 

\Vasl1i11gtcin County determined to prm·c that the Bible was p11rc· r1·\ .. ~ 

tion. He was a sincere. humble man, convinced that the symbols i11 :; · 
hock of H.evc·lations indicated that the world would cmnc to an end :1!•·•: · 
18-1:3. :\t first. fow people were interested, although many Christia1i-; L. • 
a \·a~rn· lw1id in the imminence of the S<•concl Coming. Graclually \L:: · 
attracted mor<:• followers ln· his lectures and writings. As Llw cLt11· -· 
proad wd exdtl'ment grew: Thousands cam(' to the ... tc'nt iru.·d ill'..!" 1 .• 

jn Hod1cst<'r in l·S-1:3 .. \I!llcr c•njoyec.l a great triumph whPn Elon C.;]11 .. : 

thl' most prominent Baptist in tlw state, C'ndorsed his conc.:lmdrnis. 
:\s .\iarch 21. lS-J:) approach('d, tlw \lillcritl .. S gathC'red tc1~<'ll1n i11 i'' 

tr:id<·d meetings to hail the milJ<'nninm. Some neurotic im!i,·id11.:i .. ;'.· 
tachec.1 therns<'lvcs to the moYetnc:nt and displayed hysteriea] lwli.1•. • · 
Althou~h nonbelievers have perpetuated a good dl'al of folklor1· .d ... 
scandalous orgic·s. ascension robes, gatherings on hilltops, ah:1ndP11::; 

of husiness. and insanitv in con11ection with the movcnwnt. tL .. · '· 
ponents of .\Jill er showed. the worst behavior hy th

0

eir attacks on :\cln ···' 
IrH'<·ting;s. Some followers .s1ipped away after the fateful day pass1·d ·· :· 
<mt any cataclysm, hut most of thcin accepted .\liller's revised date of I';· 

The:· stuhhorn continuation of the world after ~farch 1844 naturally c 1 " • 

mm1<'rous cldcc.:tions, hut the more resolute continued to hold 011 In :i. 
faith \\'ith some modifications. Tl~cv decided to live as t110u~li th(' .. B1; : , 

groom'' \\'Pre cominp; at any ·mom~nt. In 1845 ~lilJcr and .his as~•)(''·' 
formed in :\lhany. an ,\dvcntist organization which later suff1·n·d 1,, .... 

nmeh inl<'rnal strife. Another group of Ad\'l'ntists in weslC'rn :"'t·w ) ,.: ' 
mad<.' a loose tie-up with tlie Sevt•nth-Day Baptists of .\Jaine and foJJ.i-,\· · · 
tli<: \\'(•stwanl-moYing pioneers to the ~lic.ldle \\'est. 
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The risP of spiritHalism pro\'idccl the main religious excitement of the 
i ,:){fs, as ~lillerism had in the 18-!0's. The latter had appealed to the or
'.: :otlox. hut spiritualism tended to attract religious liberals. such as the 
t ni\Trsalists. The liberals had drifted far from a literal interpretation of 
.:,,. Bible and had seized upon scientific theories as the most fruitful ex
.. :_11i:1 t ion of the uni\'erse. Strangely enough, tlie mystical ideas in the 
::!(Iii\' abstruse \\Titings of the 5,,·edish philosopher, Emanuel Sweden
: .. ·r~: [ urnished the basis for a red\'al as emotional as earlier manifesta-
'.:,•!IS. 

s,n•denhorgianism combined many of the liberal reli~ious doctrines 
.... ·it Ii I he new sociological ideas of the time. By J S-!S these concepts ha cl 
; .. , ·pl~· penetrated the thinking of the C uivcrsalists and soml' of the Q11ak-

• 1 '· But until the Fox sisters allegedly made eomnrn11ication \\·ith tlw dead 
: ".is too highly intellectual to appc~1l to the puhlic at brge. In :\larch 
"i" thP two daughters of John Fox of llydcsville reported strange rap
.· :-; al night. :\lore remarkable was their claim that tlH'Y had com-
· :1ticakd with a spirit "·ho had answered tht•ir questions. The 1wws of 
:·. phenomenon spread rapidly after the two girls were introduced to 

: ' i ! ll'Slcr society. The spirits demanded public seances, and thousands 
· i \1 ., >ple were convinced that the barrier hPtween the quick and the dead 

· .. :· i hl'en breached. Soon crowds \Yere witncssfog such phenomena as 
• . 1,J,. moving and the "speaking in tongues.'' Subsequently the Fox sis-

', ad111itted that they made the rapping sound h~' crackin~ the joints 
!lwir toes, hut the spiritualists daimed that the recantation had be ... ~n 
:' :1 · 1111dt·r duress. 
'pirit11alism won many conn·rts even among educated classes. \rilliam 

!l1·11 Brvant Horace Greelcv, and Holwrt Dale 0\H'l1 ,,·en· ineliued lo 
· ;:,., <' tl;e phenomena of pr~sentiments, second sight. and dre,m1s. I 11-

. · ':.···I 11;ds trained in. the S\\'edcn borg tradition recci\'C·d nwssagcs from 
~rt·at men of the ·1x1st. These usually turned out to he platitudinous 

: •• 1 L, ·-. 11pon the necessity of followiug the rules of common Sl'llS('. For 
· · · P' ·opk spiritualism was a way station to so-called free tlin11glit or 

· · ,. ·• l1·niism" in rc1igion. The common people>, ho\\·c·\·er. look{·d for a di red 

" ·'>.t~<· from loved ones no lunger on earth, and to filJ tliis n(·<·d thne 
: i .. 11~ 11p a tribe of mediums, some of tlwm o1)\·ious frauds a11d charla-

. Si:mc.· spiritualist leaders em.~ouragcd c:-;perinwnts in t1!1ccn-. enli<inaJ 

practic<·s and as a result public opinion turned a~~tin'>t ti 1t'!ll. 

!;,. P-i55 the spiritualists daimec.l m·cr a million cor1n.·rts thro11gl1011t the 
•1 i·l. with perhaps a third of them in .:\cw Ynrk Stall'. Th<'y publislwd 

·'.'-n a score of magazines and had estahlislwd u·nkrs i11 '>l'\·L·ral parts of 
';,,. -.Lite. One legacy of the spiritualist mon·me11l is Lily Dale, a carnp 
::i•·d ing ground on the short'S of Cliautaur111a Lake. 

l lic .. bun1t•d-over distriet," a tc:·rn ~q>plic·d tn the regi1n 1 ',f < • ·1 it r;, l <1i;d 
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substance. The corner-slone was bid by the o ldesl mag
istrate, Rutger Ja·cobscn, with the 11sual cercmunics of 

• m~.?ern times, in presence of the authorities and the as-· 

se1~bled inhabitants. The patroon contributed one tl1011-
sand guilders, and the ,-illagc authorities fifteen h11ndred . 

The congregation subscribed twenty-ii ve b_ea ,-ers fur l he 

purchase of a pulpit in IIulland, to which 11·as added 
seventy-five guilders by the \Yest India (\1mpany, \1·ho 
also presented a bell "to adorn the little church." The 
pulpit and a fragment of the bell arc yet preserved by the 
Dutch Church of Albany. 

For the purpose of adding to the "church adornments," 

some of its richer members \\'ere permitted to ha,·e their I 
armorial bearings painted upon its winc1011"s. 1\.mong· 

them were the Patroon Vaa Rcnsscbcr, \Vc:ncl e l, Sc ln1 ·l' · 

and Andries Herbitsen Constaple Van der lJlaas. The 
arms of the bttcr covered twelve lights of a large \\"incluw. 
Schuyler's were painted on one large central light of an

other. \Vhen the church \\'as demolished, the paintings 
were put into the new one. \Vhen this was taken du\\'n, 
in 1806, the arms were preserved by the famili es to \\·hom 
they belonged. I saw the Schuyler arms in 1Sn. The 
glass had been broken by a careless artist, \1·ho \\·as mak
ing a copy. The pieces had been carefully :uranged and 
held in place by cement. It \1·as in the hands of a lineal 
descendant, who valued it highly. Some t\\'o years after
ward it was brnkcn by an accident into min11te fr:1gmc:nts, 
some of which were Jost, so that it cuuld nut be re
constructed. Happily copies had been made, ::i11d the 
accompanying woodcut gi,·es an exact rl'ptT~c11tatilln. 
These paintings conld scarcely have 1.Jc:en d u11c in :\!L:lll~· 

at that early day, \\'hen there were no artists, ur ap p li:tn ccs to 
finish the work. The name underneath, ·• l.- ili"p Pil'tnsc11 
Schu~i" kr," seems to prn\·c: that iL was done :1!11 ;,ad. ~.-!111\·-



FAMILY RECORD. 

1672 the 2 January is born our fourth daughter named 
Margritta :\lay the Lord god let h~r grow up in virt-
ues to her salrntion Amen. · 

A0 1683 The 9 mAy old style at 3 o'clock in the afternoon 
Capt. Philip Schuyler died in the Lord and is the 
l l ditto Buried in the church of Albany 

NoTE. The MS. written in old Dutch letters is undoubt
edly the autograph of Philip Pieterse Schuyler, deceased 
1683. The annotation of the marriage of his daughter 
Alyda is added to it by another hand in. type or printing 
letters. 1 And the annotation of his death is written in the 
more modern, or Italian characlcrs. S.A." 

The following genealogical table shows a group of re
markable men and women. One who is acquainted with 
the early history of New York will see al a glance that few 
families, if any, in those early days, i11cluded so many mem
bers who were destined, in the near future, to assume posi
tions as to wealth and political influence equal to theirs. 
Se\·cral of them laid the foundations of yast estates, which 
in the hands of their grandchildren pro\·ed a source of great 
power. Fortunately their descendants were not aristo
crats, and although they formed some aristocratic associa
tions, and in society were on intimate terms with the Eng
lish governors and their official retinues, were not blind to 
the oppressions of the English Government. In the Revo
lution they espoused the popular cause, and threw the 
whole weight of their power and influence on the side of 
liberty. But for them the independence of the country 
could not have been so early accomplished. 

1 The record of the marriage of Alyda was probably written by her 
mother. IIcr name attached to the wills is in the characters described. 

G. w. s. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

I. 

?\l::W Xl::Tl!CRLAXD .\XO Tl!E r.\ nwox:;. 

AtrER the cliscul'ery u f America by ( \.J um bus in q9::, 
En~l :rncl nncl France sent out cxplorin~ ships in charge o f 

experienced n:wig:itors tu make furthl'r cl i!-cun.: ries. hut 

fur m ore than :i hundred years ne ither c,11111try made a ny 

systema tic efforts to colo nize the uewh· f, n111d co1mtrics. 

Spniu wns left nlmo~t unmo les te d to pu r~llt' h« r nlltquest~, 

nnd tn continue the s ubjugati o n o f the \\\ ·,-t l udia Island~, 

111<-xi<-o, nnd pnrts of S >u th Ame rica. ~ear the mi<ldll' of 

th« ~ixteenth ,·c nlllr.\·, the Frenc h mndc "" me nttempts at 

s1·1t lr-1u«nt in C a11:ul:1 and in Florid:1, but m•tl1i ng dkc t u:il 

,,.,1-; au·om1.Ji .;hed, 0 11 :i rcnunt of the ri .t.: ••r 11f the climate 

on tlw " 'II" l1:111d. :ind the intt•rf1•rencc ul L'll«111ks o n the 

f•t!: r. In ~l1.1nq>I dn 111 :11lc Ids Iii l ,.,,·:1gl' l<• th1: 

I :n·1 ..;t . I .1ll' 1c n1 c, .1 11 I the· m·x t ·' l':tr, :1lll'I !11. rc'l11rn tu 

F r;tll\ l', t•i.: .111110·.! a co111pa111· fu r the 1•1111 ... ,. of ~ · ·t 1 li11g 

t!i 1· c11 r111 :1i1· -. Ill" h.11! c:-.plon ·cl. The :i.!1.-11111n'I'" wc·1c :1. 

"'" tl ry C1>111d, 111:uk 11;> uf n11l1lt:mrn, 1111·1 .-h:111t', p1ic~t:->, 

l :t!i>r•·:~. :ind g11111l f11 1 - nuthin~s. Thcy -..11l1·d in t wo ship~. 

wliich to1wh1·d 1111 the eastern ~hun; 111 :\ o \'a Scut i:t, 

ru11111kd Cape S.11..Jlc, pc nl·tratcd thl' H.11· uf F11ndl', :ind 

tinnily m oon•d at au i!-.larul i11 the mo11th 11f the ri~·cr S t. 

Croix, where ll1c nnigr:rnls l:iudcd and b11ilt their h11ts. 

rlit: llC>.. t Spri11g t hi'\' a!Jamluned thi s sp11l :lllU rt:lllO\'cd to 

/J]. : / I~~~ V-

t/ 0-~ ~_./ --/~1~ ~ 
~ ~d~ d'Qfi/~ 



T.\HLE. 

l'IIILll' SCHUYLER'S Cllll.l>l.: F:'\. 

1. PHILIP SCIIU\"LER, cl. ~lay 9, 16S_;, m . l kceml>..:r 

1 :?, 165 0, Jfiu::;arila V.111 S /1dtlc11/1,,r..1. d. 1; 1 1. 

2 . G\'SBERT, b. July z, 165z, d. y . 

3. Gt:i:tffl,l-', b. Fcbru:1ry 4, 1654, d. :11>011t 1;1 9. 

m. St.:ptcml.Jcr 10, 1<• i1 . . \/,,011.r1111< 1-.111 

• Cr1rflc111dt, d. :\ 11\ c111bvr ~ :; . 1 ;oc. 

4. A LYJ>A, b. February z8, 1656, d. 
m. 1, February 10. 1675. ]~ ,.,., .\1.·1: ,u1< 1;111 

RmsJda<"r, cl. ::\ ' 11 c111l1..: r , 1 6;S. 

m. z, 1679, R 11/1:r! Li~·i11,.</, 111 , d. a hu11t 1 ;:S. 

5. Pi:T1:R, b. St.:ptcmber 17, 1657, d . Fchrn:1r.1· ''.I· 1;: I· 
Ill. 1, 168 1, F11,:;d1i,- l'.-11 S.-h.:/d·. d. J (•St) . 

111. :?, S<"plt.:mbcr 1.1. 1 <"11 . . II. •1 i.t I ,111 No1•· 

··d.i1·r. cl. 

6. BRA:-; r, b. Dercmlll'r 1 ~ , 1659 , d . :1h111 11 1 ;0:. 

m. July 1 z, 16S~. Ct•rn, . . 1 I: : 1 C.:•1/.",111.i'!. d. 

7. ARt::-;T, b. June z5, 161> : , d. abrn1t 1 731. 

m. 1, l\ovcmber z6, 1 6.1~. j.·1111d.·,. Jdkr. d . 

1700. 

m. 2, January, 1703, s: .. ,1111/, · r :111 J)/lrdJ·11r

sor, cl. 17 :3. 
m. 3, 1 7 z.1, .A/aria 11 ;111,·,. 

( ~ ) 
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THE VA~ RENSSELAER FAMILY. " ~~vr--
::\ ICOLAt:S YAx RExSSEl.AER was the first husband of ~ 

Alrda (Ali<l:i- as she wrote it), second daughter of P...hill.p_ 
~huylcr, married February 10, 16j ;. Ile was the fourth · 

1'6 son o f Ki llian Van Rensselaer, the third by his second ~ 
~cl came to Alban\' in the fall of~4. The colony f ~ ~ 
established by hi:; fath er had .Q..crn yj-.jted br three of his j~ 
o~,-n brothers, two of who~ad return ed to I lolland, and ' "-.... 

t i:= thi~ J :_1:;mi'.l!!, who had superinte1.1ded the affairs o[ \ 
the c_Qlony s ixtee n years, h ad just dii,;rL_ .\s Jeremiaj) s 

children were too youn g_to be in c harge o f the large ~ 
e'Sl.'lte, in which ~d only o ne-sixth i-;;-terest, his ar- ':::: 

ri~as opportune. - 1j 
The Van Rensselaers were an old, and in their time 

well-known, family of_.Qelderland,_from the neighborhood 
of :-.:,·kerk. R ensseber._the manor fro m which the family 

t~k its name, lies about three ;:;:;ilcs southeas t o f .i\ykerk, 

and was origi nnlly a ri1/do·f!'oc1!, or ~1te the po~sion of 

which con fe rred nobi~, but is now a mere farm, inhabit

ed by a peasant, who has pu lled down the old gables and 

"·eathercoeks, which e\·en twenty years ago bo re the 

family c rest. But c\·cn befo re the establishment of the 

colony in America, the scat of the Van Rensselaer family 

had been the _Qrai..l.Q.. a large and producti,·e estate near 

tl··~ fortified town of Na:i.rdcn, o n the Zuyder Zee, not far 
fm m Amsterdam. The Va_rr_&nssclocr ·irmc:. ' ~ 

•1 Thc:,c arms :ire :1 silver cross molines on :ired shield. The crest is :i 
lia, l,ct from whid1 i>.suc fl :unc>. 

.. 

HIST ORY I::\ II OLLA::\D . 

alone or quartered with others, :i.ppc:i. r frequently on 

house-fronts and tombstones in Arn hem. ~heni De~

tcr, and other ne ighboring to\\·ns, :i.nd ~how both the 

pq;_it io n..J)Ltbc fam ily and its frcgucm :tllia11<;es. There 

J;as been :t constant tradit io n t hat the family wa~ re 

lated to that of Q_Iden Barncn ·ldJ., the f::_mous p:i. triut 

and st:i.tcsman . . Comempo r:i.ry purt r:i.i ts o f.1_0111 of Ol1!ea . 
Barne,·eldt, and o f his wife, :'.ll:tr ie uf l "t recht, m:re pre-__, - - - -
sen-cd a s heirloontS. in the family until t he s:i.lc o f the 
Crailo, in 1830. The~o2·igt1al .Jl :iilor <~n D:irnc,·dck 
is clo~o th:tl° o f R enssel:i.c r, about six mill's rnu1h .,( 

:\y kc rk, :rndbetween :)ykerk .. \me r~iuurt and the m:rn

;rs of Sto~nL_urg and Gr~!:.!~_e~whith \\ ere crct.t<:d 

into noble domains fo r llarn~cldt's t 11·0 sun'. 
The first historical mention is of J oh:lll \':111 l~cn<;:l'I~ 

a captain of a hunclrcd men, who d id ~,,,,.1 ~<.:nice i11 Fri.:s
land fo r t he K in_g_ of Spain, in the earl~ p:1rt uf the ::i~t<'C;-;7h .._ __ - . 
century.' Captain Herman \'an Rens~,·1 :1.:r w :1~ g-ri,·n111sl y 

wounded :i.t the battle of ~~wnort, in 1600. ~nd d~1.!.J!1 
the following yea_s :i.ccording to the inscripti1J11 n~ 

tomb in the Ch urch o f St. Jan :i.t, \ mcr.;Joort. l n the s:t me 

ch~1rehisa tablet o f the consisto ry of the church, on which 

Dom. H arman us \·an Renssela,•r i ~ mentiunecl . in 16 ;6 . 
..-- .----- . l 

Br far the most in tcrc;: ting memo ri :t l uf the f.unil_1· in l Iol -

land is the fine picture of the lir~t 11•g1·111- ui the o rphan 

:i.sylum at I\ykcrk t wh ich was fo unded in 1 6.;~. :t11tl npencd 

in 16.p), paintcJ byBrcecker, in 1645 ,<·11111.1i11i11~f11ll -l ength 

portraits o f J an \·an R ensselaer, the .lu11klt.:cr :\ icol:ius 

Van Delcn, Ryckcrt \'an T11·illcr, an<l tl11n· utl ttT~. ~-he 

last male member of the fam ily in ll oll:t11cl \r:t"- Je remias 

\ 'an Rcn sscl:tcr (who \\:;-s a Go a n·g~11f thi<. 01 ph:rn 

;1~ylum), \~:_ho rl iJ'!l in l\ykcrJ;. .\ pril~ 11, 1::> 1!L- l lt.: had 

---- ----- - -- ----
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m ar r ied -!.:1dic llcnrietta D uYa1- b ut had no childre n, and 

in his \\"ill stated that besides his w ife he had no he irs 

exce p t the Van R e nssebcr family, Ji,·ing some1rhere in ,, .. -- -
America. 

The fa m il r e statl! of t he Crailo had passed j nto the hands 

of the fe~~.-1.-he last of 1rhom, J t~anna Jacoba Snra 

\ ·nn R enss..:Jas fro m :\mstcrdam~s m:~_rricd to Jon kh~ 

fan l301Yicr, :\lc rnbe r of the S tates of :'\~rab .. anc!, co~ 
nel o f the mili t ia, propric~. the :\lano r C o ud..:1Yatc.·, at 

R.2._s~, near 's llo;ch. She 1ras the mo ther of t \\"eh-e 

ch ildre n, a n_g_:died it~\\"hen the :\Iano r o f Crailo \\"as 

so ld. T \\"o sons of this marriage, the Jun_kliecr H ugo J~ 
Jac-ob Do\\·ier, :rnd th ..: J " nkhee r :\la rtin I3o \\" ier, cohilltl_ 
ir1 the ro,·a l marines, and a t one t ime commandant of the 

D u tc h na\"al fo rces of[ .\ tc hin, h:1\"c bee n :1ilo,,·ed by roya l 

license to assu me t he name an d arlJ.lUlf \·a n R ensselaer. - ~ 

--:-f o return t o Ki llian \"an R e nsselae r, t he fou nder o f the 

Amer ican fam il r . Il e was married ill~ fi rs t <fo' Ili lde

g o nda \'an Drier, a nd second, in ~t~.\nn :t \ ·an \ \'cir · 

of~mster~~_d:_uigh tc_r_ of J an \ "an \ \'c·ly the yo unge r, o f \ 
Barnercld t, res id ing at l he H ague, and uf L eono ra Ilauk-

c 11~,f .\ nt\\·c rp. T he .fi..D.t and sej;.Qlltl...idn!s .... u:erc a ppar- , ~ 
eruly cousins. J~ \Tjln Wei~·, t he fa t her o f the seco nd \\"ife, ~ \J 
ha~! a trngi~ Jie \\·a s no t only a promi ne nt a nd re- \~ 

s pected m crc h:rnt o f i\ msterd am, bu t t he admodialor or ad

m)_n strator of t he County of Buren, a do ma in of the P rince J 
~f Orang e:_. Tn 1600 a nd 160 1, he had been chosen by the ~ 
me !"l"h a nts o f A ms te rdam a s thei r rcprcse nta ti,·e wit h the 

a r my. that they mig ht h:n·..: s u re a nd regular ne ws. It was 

the n t h:n he n.:cc i,·ed a la rg..: guld meda l, rep resenting the 

• battle of 1'\ie uwpo rt, wh ich he transmiued as a n heirloom 

to his desce ndan ts. In r6 16, Van \ \'ely \\"as sent fo1· tu The 

!Tag ue by P ri nce Mau rice, a nt.I b roug ht with h im so me 
diau1o nds a nd p rec io us stones, \\"h ich lhe Princ.:e wi::-hccl 

J 
r \"A:S- \ \"ELY. '.!O'J 

f to p urc hase, wo rth abou t o ne h u ndred thousand On1 in;:. 

l ~' I ·1e waiti ng fo r the Prince i_n h is cal.J i ne t, \ ":rn \\"ely \1·as 
- d e rcd b y two o ffi cers o f t11c g uarcl, a nd In~ body c..011 -

! ~ cealcd u nd~r the ta ble '. ' 1~ti l it cou ld _ he t:1k..:u ulll :ind 
l ~ b u ried in a n a sh pit. ' 'l l11s mu rder, l/HJ1 1g h pe l"] lL"t r:lted 

~ 
solely fo r plunde r, turned out in the end to ha1·e P"li t ical 

' ~ efiects. O n the re presentatio n of t he \\"i :u1,·. I Ian~ \ ":1:1 
\Vely, he r e ldest son, was continued in t!tc du t iL"-; a nd p r il"i 

lcges of ad111orlialor o f Dure n, and t her..: lies befure me n1n\· } 

a Je t ter \\Titte n to him by Pri nce :\Iauricc. in 1G19, un th..: 

bus iness o f his o ffice. 

-
-I 

\ Vhet he r o r not Ki ll ian Yan l~ cn ssl"l:1e r \\":\<; a~soci:necl 

with the business of his fa t her-in-law tfo r a lthoi1p; h he 
m arried Anna \ ' an \ Vc l_r te n yea rs after he r fa the r"!' d c:nh. 

t h ere se~m to ha\"e b een p reYious co nnect i11 ns uf ~t1:1 H.: 
kiml), he is kno\\"n to h:\\"e deal t in 1w:1r!s and p rc"<"iou·; 

s to nes, and to haYe had some rc putatiun as :. l>:1nkc r :incl 

g eneral merchant. 
" ' hen the \Vest I ndia Company was org:rn izecl, he \1·as 

o ne of its fi r~t d irect.o.rs, and appear-; o n the l is t of the 

•"'ford-directors, who ha\·e se rv<:._d thg_ Cnmpan~m t.be 

b~inE.ing to_~n.d.....oLt-he yc:u:_u! ;6." as •· p rin cipal 

partner-di rector." \Vhcn t he Com p:wy. in 1 6 ~ 9 . adopted 

t he charte r for pa troo ns, " f'reeclom~ :i nd l·:xt·m pt it1ns." ' 

he was amo ng the fi rs t \\·ho p repared 111 1·,tahl i ~ h c11 l1niies 

in l\ew Nethe rland. I n Apri l, 16;0, Iii ~ :1~1 · n t ~ pu n·li:t~•· cl 
fro m the na ti\·e propr ie tors a trac t 111" 1. u ul 11 ?1 the wl·,1 

s id e o f the Hudson, extending- from t it,· 1111 •u th , ,f t h~ · 

'.\Io ha wk l~i ,·e r sou th twcnty-fuu r m ife,. :11u_!_~-~:'. .. ~ .. :l:1~< 
j ,;;:;rney (twe nty-four mi les) into the co1 rn t n·. :111d n u 

the c ast s ide o f the ri\"~hc.r lnr'. ·· · t 1..a.!.j-.. l"Xl<"1Hlin°· 
t\:_:,nty-four m iles eas.t. F ur tl1csc L111tls ;1 p:uc11t \\":lS 

----~-------- - --
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granted by the director at :'.fanhattan, August 131 1630. 
::\early SC\'Cn years after anotha trac t on the cast side of - . 

the ri,·cr was purchased, su that the lands on the cast side 
. equalled those on the west:- The entire tract was twcnty-

1 t.i f'n~iles north and south, and forty-eight miles cast and 
~·· ,. ..,-'id . 

-
_ir-11 west; and tt contained o\·cr SC\'Cn llllndred thousand acres 

of tillable land. The present cities of Albany and _I.wy XJ~ 
;~# ar~1 its limits. The patents issued by the resident- ? 6 cJ 

~ director were appro,·cd and confirmed by the \Yest India ~ cJ 

Company, and subsequently, \\·hen :\cw :\etherland be-
came Engli:;h, by the go\'ernu1· and Council. The title 

the n acquired has resisted the numerous attacks mndc 
upon it and has been held g-oocl by King's Co11ncib, by 
the courts, and by lcJ~islaturcs. Those who question it , 
n ow arc tenants, who arc unwi ll ing to pay the Ycry 
moderate re nt demanded. 

One o f the conditions of the patroon's charter required 
that a colony of at least Ii ft y persons abo,·c fiftee n years of 
~e be sent_f1:.wn IIolland within fQltr ~- Capital was 
required to comply with tl1is condition. \·an Rensselaer, 
like the other patroons, fonm:d a copartncrship, Octouer 1, 

1630, with three b rother directors of the Company, fo r 
the purpose of the more speedy se ttlement and dc\·clop
mcnt of his l:1rgc territory. These were Samuel Godyn, 
Johannes de Lact, and Samu el Bloe mmacrt, who each had 
nnc share in the common stock, Van Rensselaer retaining 

two shares. It was a partnership in the soil and its prod-
11cts. It did not a/Teet the ri_ghts and prJ 1·ileges of the 
patroon, which Van Rensselaer rcsen-ed to himself. 
rn~crt took two others into partnership with him-

• self in his own share. 
Prcdous to the date of this copartncrship, Van Rens

selaer had sen t out twenty colonists with farming utensils, 
woodsmen's tools, and a few sheep. During the lirst two 

-
. \ 

KILLTA)! VA"X RENSSEL.\ER. ::?I I 

years he sent o ut thirty-one people a t ::n expcn'-t', incl'.1d
. rr 1• 11terest of fourteen hundred and nine g u dcl..:rs, which 
in~ , . 

was paid by the se1·cral partne r' /'"' ri1.'.1 acl"rd111;;- tJ 

their shares. The work of colon ization continu..:d y..:ar 
b\· year, until 1 6~6, when it Scl·:ns to h:i,·e CL'.l'<'ll. '.!_lltng
p~rhaps to ~th o f \·a n l~ enssd:t..:r. The c.,Jvny, 
1i;m:c;\·e~ thoroughly cstal il ishcd, :1 ml 11':1~ now :11 t r:1ct

·111rr emicrrants who came ao; freemen. to pr<•:-u·1::..: i:1 tit<.: 
0 ~ , 

the new country the trades which th.:y h:1d karn..:d in thJ 

old. 
Killian \·an Rensselaer, the pr9jl'nor ~ th,· c11hmy 

named Rens;;elaen,·yck, di<.:d in~ L" p 10 this t11nc the 
afTairs of;J1e colony ha<loeen managed ,,·ith ,,.i,dum :ind 
prudence by Arent Van Curler. There had bcL·n nu l'l>lli, . 
ions with the Indians, either with t he :'ll11!1L't;-:111". their im
mediate ne ig hbors, or with the :'lloha11 k,- will• !in I t1J1 1h1· 
~Iohawk Rh·er, thirty miks to the 11urt!ll\'L'"t. \\" hilc 
Manhattan, under the direction o f Kidt. !t:1d t.,·,·n dl'-·•· 

lated with war, and was in a state of 1111r..:~t :111d fear. 
B~ the villag-e of Van Rcnssdae r' i_.cul11ny !1:1.d 
been kept in quiet and safety. Fannn~ cuh1Y:ttl'd th..:1 r 
fields, and slept in their detached hrn 1:-es :n nit!;hl. :1pp:ir
enth' as safe as if in llollancl. T!ie in1L"'t1:ll·111 l1:HI 

yicl;lcd no incun~ the projectors, but d1<i r _ .. 11tl.~ h:0_ 
been small, and tltcy could afTor~~11. It 11°1t t<> 
them to tl1cir children or g ra11d"11ild11·11 11-..111 I c1111~ ·- . rich han·e~t. Poor souls, when tlw~· p11 t 111• 1h,· i1 n11JJH'1'. 
it was with the expectation of a ::.p<·nly 1t· t11111 , 1111t a-. :111 

investment for their poste rity! 
Yan Ren.s,!'elacr w:is, as has uec-11 !-aid . tll'k~· m:1rrinl. 

.....______ 1· 
TI..J:_j1~t~ he had an only ~011 . .I 11lt:u11ll'"· lly 11s 

second he had four so.is a11d tltrec d:i11!.:!ttns. .l11h· JJlll'S 
was ye~ a minor:~ es tate of his cll't <' a~nl ht h r, lioth 

/~lai~w Ketherla11tl was i11 clt:irg<· uf cxn·u j 
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to rs. They selected Brant Arentse \ ·an S lichtenhorst to 

take charg e of t he colony in place of Van Curler, resigned ; 
ancl i11 su11cted h im to manage p rudently, and make it yield 
!'ume n:t11rns if pns~ible, but more than all to maintain its 

p1frikgcs and r ights u nder the charter. Abo11 t the same 
lime, P etrus St11yvcs:rnt was appointed d irecto r-general o f 
?\ cw Xcthcrla nd by the \\.est India Company with s imibr 

instrun io11s. The Company had regretted its adoption of 
"Freedums and Exemptions," because t he pat roons had 
interfered with t heir trade and dim inished thdr profits. 

They had bought 11p all t he colonies established under 
t hat c harte r except l~ e 11 sseJ:1crwyck . T his was not in the 
mark1·t. l "11ablc lo buy it, t he Company determi ned to 
kill or 10 cripple it. The differences whic h arose amono-

"' the 111:111:1~crs <1f the Company had forced \·an R ensse laer 
out o( t he direc tion. IIc was now dead, and those most 
interested were 111 i nor~. :\ow was the time to stri kc. Sun·
~·esan t, .as a milita ry v fficcr, knew wha t 11·as meant by 
1n~tnwt1ons, and ubcyed t hem to t he letter. \\. hi le he 
was f11rci11g- \"an Slichtenhors t to the wall , the Company 
w:nd1cd thei r opportunity at home. This was soon pre
sented. .\ minor could nut exercise the funct ions of a 

pat rnCJn 1r ithout a ~pecia l act of the States-G e neral. It 
was o f I he fi rst impori:ince fu r the in~ercst s uf the colo rw 

. ' 
that .~hanne~ \·nn l\1'n '-'<:1· l:wr sho rrld be re nd ered compe-
~e11 t lCJ at·t, and beco 111e patroon. Acco rdingb:_J.h~cxecu · -

t or~, O ctober 2 1, 164S,_J2.!·cse1:ted a petitio n to the &~ 
Gt:ne~ tli:1t J o hannes \'an J;: ; nsse!ae1· be i11n:sted ~ 
!tigh, middle, and low j 11risdinion 01·er t he colon\· o f 
Ren sselaerw~ The pe tition, with the accompanying 
papers. was sen t to the \Vest India Company for their crit
icism. F<rn r weeks afte r, Bloemmaert, de Laet and their 

- a ssociates sent in a petition, praying fo r ::rn accounting on 
t he part o f the exccuturs. To this the executo rs made a 

SETTl.DI E:\T OF lJhl'l Tl>. 

reply, whe n afte r the lapse o f some nwnthc:. the whole 
matter was referred to commis::ioners to adjuclicat(' . 

• 
>Ieantimc complaints again~t the ac ts of Stuy1·e,.rnt 11·erc 

recei1·ed and referred. .\ t last, .\ p ril ;. 1650, t 11c :'i.ttes
G enc ral resoll·ed to grant a patent of im·L"titt1rc. p1 .. 1 iderl 
the bounds of the colony were defi ned, in onJ..:r .. 1 li .t t t lil'y 
may be exam ined befo re furthe r ac tion is t:1kc11.·· 

The p e tition o f the cop:trtnc rs h:td lin:n r1·krred t•> the 
courts for adj udication. :\ Yenlic t 11·:1~ g-in·n. ,,\,: i~inl-!" 

the exec uto rs to re nde r a rrne and j u ~t :1cn•u11t in th: t:1i l 
o f e xpe nses and recC' ipts during the life o f thl' fir"t 
patroo n, and s ince his death ; ancl that all t he pn11·i~ i o 11 s 

of the original cont ract as to m:111agt'nJc·nt l>t· f:tithfuily 
obsen·ed. This j11dgmcnt 11·as affirmed b_1· l he St::nes
General, June, 1650, thn.:e mon t hs afttT 1'1,.ir 11"'"lt1tio11 
of inYes tilll re. TIH.: qucs1io11 s i11 co111n.1·er".' l11·t11t·1·11 the 
executors and t he copartnns we re 11 u11· at!judi1·:111·1I. '.tll<i 
it is presumed a just accounting wa<; 111.11!e II> t h~ ~;1 t i,f:1c 

t ion of all concerned. Two years :1ftnw:1nl ll'e li1ul 
J ohannes \·:in Rensselat:r tnow-t..cnnnl pat rrn~I uniting
w ith Johan de Lae l, son :rncl hei r of J 11!tanncs de L:1et 
d~sed in 1649, nncl the hei rs of the 11tl1n p:111 1w1~. in :•. 
petit ion to the States-G ene ral for a red re'" 11f ;.:1 j,·1·:11wl's 

Inflicted by Petrn ~ St11yve:-:rnt, whi r. Ii 1u~ .11k:11·~tl1 · 
\'\"est India Compan ~-. Other memnri:ib c"111pl.ii1ting- ,,,· 

t he a cts o f the Company were acldrcssnl l•• tl 11: St:itt·s·· 
G e neral ancl had t he 11 ~11 al rcferc nc1-. .\ft<-r 11.5 ; tlrcrL· 

were no p euuuns. A set tlement of ""'-h' l-:11.! :.c.-111:; .I.!. ,

have been macl_1,:, .. p.r0Lnbly l>Y J :rn Bapt i,1 \ ":111 l..'.1·11,,. l.1t-r\ --- -~ 
a~~1c had as_sumed cont rol as_di rl'1 t" r uf tl1t· n.Jony. 
There were C\'idently concessions on 1>1 t!r "id<" ··. :11•tl the 
t wo jurisdictions work ed more in harn1< 11y. lkf<>rc ka,·
ing this subject I shall once mon: rekr tv the .1niu11 i:1k1·11 

by the Company i11 167-1. 
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:\'c w ~ethe rland, after being in the possession of the 
E ngl ish nine years, was recaptu n..:d by a D utc; h fleet on 

A ug ust 91 1673, a nd possession was ta ke n in the na me of 
t he States-General. Th~ \\'eg_Jndi<.LCQ1.!!P-:t 11r, st il l in 
e::dste ncc, saw t he opportu ni ty to make u p sonic of its 
lusscs. Tu do this more effectually, then.: mu~t be no side 

issues. Old .£-OD tn~c.:rsie~ must not be rcvh·ccl, and least 
o f all t h:U with the colony uf R ensselacnryck . On .\pr il 

k, 1674!... two !]J.ruibers of the Com~, d uly au tl~d, 
appeared bdorc a nutan· of . .\ ms"'"'lam, and made a dee-

;.-,--- - - ~ 
~ion in fa\·or o_f the_<:olun \· of Rc11sselacrwyck, t hat 
hadng examined the patc..:nt of th~ cul rny, and iither 
p:1pcrs and documents rc..: lat ing- thereto, t hey declare in the 
name of the Company, th~t the patro1111 and copai:.t.ncrs 
l~·we been in r ig!1tl!!l 1~session_.!Jf Ue \·en~:yck Sil!.££ 16.J£.i. 
th at the pussession taken by Di rcctur Stuy\·esanl did no t 
impair thei r title ; t h:it the Company has no r ight o r p re
tension the reto ; :ind t hat th~forc..: Jo.hey conceded the 
true owncrshi~~:1tru1>n and his associates. 

T he first patr~on had carefully watched~~ affairs 
of the colony. Ile had secured in 164:! the ~en·ices of a 
min istcr,_Q_!1e of the mos t emi ne nt divines of the D utch 
Church in . \ mcrica, Re\·. J ohannes >Icgapolcnsis. ll e 
i1ad built a church, a nci had p ro\· ideu a schoolmaste r. It 

is a t rad ition that he visited the colony to become more 
fa miliar with its s ituation, wa nts, a nd fu t ure p rospects. 
1t is o nly trad ition. There a rc no recorded fac ts to au
thenticate it. llis cou sin, Are nt \ "an C u rle r, ma naged its 
a ffairs a bout s ixteen years, havi ng come with t he em igrants 

. of 1630. Va n Sl ic htenho rst, his successor, was perhaps as 
we ll adap ted to the p lace as a nyone whose sen ·ices could 
be secured. The executors of Van R e nsse lae r were ,,·ell 
a ware th at t he Company was hosti le to the colony, a nd 
::.ought its suppressio n. l lithcrto they had been unable 
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to inflict a ny serious inj ury owing t l> t..:icft';; unh:lppy 
ad min ist rat ion. Uu l now that h e was rcc:1 l kcl :lnd :t 

sold ier o( Stup·esant 's characte r appoi m cd tu the place. 
they were we ll aware th:lt t he stri fe muq begin. \ "an 

Sl ichten horst, with his t rai ned m ind :incl ;-;tr(l11~ 11 iii juinl'd 

to honesty o f p urpose, was the man for t!iv pl:1cL'. The 
inevi table contest b et1\·een the r igh t on the u11c..: h:111d, :rn l 
t he dcterm in:uion to win, righ t o r 1nong-. u11 the 11t!1er, 

soon began ; with what resu lts we ha Ye seen . \\.bile the 

controYc rsy was going on, a ncl \ "an Slidnenhor-.t was a 
p riso ne r in :\cw A msterdam, J a n B:1 pti~t \"an R ..:n%e1:1cr,
thc second son of t he deceased p:nroon. arri\·ed in 1 (,j L 

Ilis b ro ther, J ohannes, had bee n made p:nrnon hy the act 
of the h ighest authority in 1:lc;1J:111d, a nd a,; his rL'prc~cn1a-_ 
ti\·e he ca me to advise with \"a n Sl i clllcnhvr~ I. :rncl whe n 
necessary tak e his place as di rc.:cto r. .\1nung the lir:<t 
measure~ now adopted was to rcqwre the inhabitams of 
the colony to take the "nurgcrlykc o:nh ui al lq~i.111cc. " 
that is, "to su pport offcnsi\·c..:ly :ind tll'ic..:n:;i\·c.:ly. a~ainst 

e very one, the r ight :in<l jurisdiction of the col•)lly:· This 
oath had been he retofore required of the utiice r~. hut not 

of t he colo nists. 
J an Baptist \"a n Rcnsselacr·s commi-.,i >n :1~ director is 

dat~d J\lay 8, 165z. \Vhcthe r he cntcre,: imnH«!i:ll d y un 
his duties docs no t appe:ir. · l t i", ho wn«'r. pruluLk t h.t t 

Van Sl ichtc nho rst discharged th e.: d11t i<":: ui tit,· l"'"iti.in 
u nti l about h is re turn in 165 5. S t11yn·· .. u1t had :-qi.1r;1tc.:cl 
the Yill age of Be\·e rwyck from t he col,.111·, al t:1d1cd it tn 

F ort Or:rnge, se t up a n independent jmbdictiun, and 
farmed out the excise. The fi rst colli,i<>n l>c.'t wccn Yan 
Re nsselaer and Stuyvesant occurred in 1 r.:;o, wlw11 :111 at
tem pt was made to collec t the excise, whid1 \ ·:in Ren:-sc
lae r resisted. Ile volun ta rily d s ited :'\n\· .\ 111,tnd:1m to 
e ffect some a rrangement. l lc remo11~t r; 1 ted agai nst the 
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:1cls of the tlircclor-gcncral as in \"iol:nio n of their chartc , 

:111d p resented n s trung argument o n behalf of Lhe colon:, 
whi ch StuyYcsalll prunuunced "fri\·u lu us." Ile was re 

quired Lo gi,·e IJ011tls Lhal no funhe r obstruction should b 
m:it:e tu t he collect ion o f the excise, o r rem:-ii n :lt :'\ew 
, \ mste rdam u nder arrest. The bond was gh·en, and he 
l'l:turncd to his du ties. llc couid not contend :-igai nst Lhc 
po\\'e r :-inti unrcas1111 of Lhc director-general. Ile see med 
tu h:-iYe h:icl a more delic:ile o rganization Lhan his prcclcccs
sur, and a n:-iture too sc nsiti,·e Lo e ndure the worry of his 

posilion. !le retir~,...:u1cl w:-is si~cc~cJkd in l 65S, by his 
l~roth~crcmiah,_ll:llO was in ch:-irgc uI the C<ilonv for six
tc~ years, until his dc:u.l.LliLUuober, t {i i·I · Ile ::-ccms to 

hwe submi lle<l quietly to the injuslice of the Company as 
inflicted Ly thc.:ir clirector-gcneral, and to ha,·c made the 
mus t of the s ituatio n. The reign uf the Comp~ny \\'as 
clra\\'ing to its close. The last nine ye:lrs uf his dircclur
~h ip were under anotlH' r goYcrnmcnt, :ind \\·ere more quiet . 
from the time Jeremia~1 \-an Rensselaer became director, 
:iJi to i 6641 Stuy,·csant h:-id so much elst.: 011 h is hands, th:it 
he ~a,·c less attention tu Rensscl:ierwyck, and was more 
frequently obliged tu a~k assistance from the i:crsccutcd 
colony, tha n in the: ye:irsof \·an Slichtcnhorst. Ile tre:ited 

\·an I::.cnsselacr with some consideration, and \\'he n the 
pro,·incc was thre:lle ned by the English, he inYitccl him to 
curnc Lu >: e\\' Amslerdam and p res ide over t he convention 
a~seml.Jled to Lake measures for defence. 

In the beginning or the ESQ.RIIS war,....lli.63, Stuy~t 
w rote to the magis lrates of fort Orange that he had bee.!!_ 
informed that Lhey had deLained fifty to sixly Yolunteers 
who were ready to render assbtance against t he sa\'nges. 
La )JonLagne and .. JT:llL.Rcnsscla~ i mmed i atel)~.asked for 
names and prouf. S t uyvesant replied that he did not l:lck 
for proof, " if t he cabbage was worth the soup. " To this 

' ... 
JEREMIAH \'AN IU:~~:-;Et .. \EIC 

t hey rejo ined, that afte r inn~!--tig-ati ng thl' accu~· tiu11, it 
was not wort h t heir \\'h ile to co11cern tlll·m "c· h·,·~ f11 rtl 1n 

about it, " so Lhat \\'C too k:-i,·e the so11p \\' ith I he l':il1!.J:1g<.:.'' 

A passag-c in t he letter is worth quoting : 

"God and \\'e ourseh·es kno\\', how gladly \\'•' \\·rJ11id ~ec 
our fri ends helped, and what efTorts \\'e arc ma:..ing- in t i1i-< 
d irection, \\·it h which you yoursel f h:i,·c exprl'S'l. 1 !':ttbf:ic
t ion. \Ye wish we could do more; but \H' h:1n· llJ C•lll 

s ider besides t he golden lesson of Ch ri~t, that \\'t', wh" 
Ji,·e here quietly, su rrounded by heath c11s ancl h:irhari:rns 
w ithout being able to get assistance fr11m any ~011 rcc in 
times of need, :lrc ol>liged first to take care of u11 r own 
house s, and especially not to get inYo h-cd in q11arrels :l!ltl 

troubles." 

\Yhen the English came in lo ..£..Ossessio n of the prm·i nee. 
J e remiah \-an Rensselaer took the o:-ith of :tlln::i:uu·c l<> 
the Briti sh c~. A ccon.l ing lo ~ t~rms of ~1 11Tcndl'r. 
~was le ft in quiet µ oss<.:ssion of the cuh>ny. :1' thc~
£!1mstanced,_Lhc yiJlagc o f Ile\·crwyck hei11g- "Lill Ulllkr 
control of the fort. Il e cond11ncd ils affair~ without tlw 

interference of the gm·ernment a11d :icquin·d ;111 e11\ i:tl1k 
reputation :ls an executin· officer. It \\':t~ Iii~ J' !i<-y t» 
prcscr\'C the peace between the culuui,ts :111.i till· :-11 r
ro11 ncli ng Indians, a policy wh ich h:-id l.Jv1·11 i11:u1:_::11r:11cd i11 

the beginn ing, and was pursued u11til tht· l~c·'·"l 11ti111. 

I le sec ured the confidem:e allll respec t <•l t hL· l ndi:1:1 ' In- a 

~t and humane t reat men!_: They app1 n i:1 t~·d ~1i' ~!.!_d· 

ness, a nd_ guarded his colony fru m the :t'<:udts t•M1u~tde 

Indians as C:lrefully as their own c:-islles. 
\ Vhe n, in 1673, the P!:..ovince was :wai11 p11sses~ccl b\· thL· 

Dutch, J e rem iah Van Rensselaer, a fter a pn~<•n:il inter
view with the D utch admiral and rapt:1i11". tkliH·rn l a 
b rief peti tion, suli<.:i t i11g that the colu11\· " f RL' 11 ,.scl:w r· 
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W\Tk might rem:tin undisturbed in his possession as 

agenl of the family. T his was granted for one yea r, 

in which time he was requ ired to ha,·e the mailer ad

jmlicated in Ilolland. lt was adjudicated, and resulted 

in the declaration of the W est India Company heretofore 

quulecl. 
It soon became known that the proYince would be sur

rendered to the Eng li sh by the treaty of peace, when the 

members of the \'an R e nsselaer family then res iding in 

Ilu lland sent a petition to the Duke of York, prnying that 

he woul d direct his go,·ernor, Andros, to inYestigate their 

title to t !ie colony, and report Lu him, to the end he might 
grant them ielters-palenr, which in his judgme nt he should 

t hink filling ancl just. The duke, after careful examina

tion, referred the papers to Andros. with inst ructions to 
i11\-CStig:ue and repo rt. .\ndros' report was submitted hy 
t he d11ke to h is bwyers, on whose opi nio n .\nclros was di 

n:cted tu issue a patent for Rensseberwyck, including- the 
,·iil:ige ,,f Uc,·erwyck, which Stuy,·es:rnl had potentially 

tak\·n from them, reser\°i11g only the gro11nd <wcupied by 
the fort. The inhabitants who ha<l been obliged to take 

(lllt patents from St11p-csant were no t tu be oppressed, 

l111l for thirty-one yt·ars \\·e1·e to p:iy a nominal rent, after 

11·h ich th..:y and t!i e pn,prietors were to make their own 

1cr111s. \\'hy Andros did not issue a patent according to 

i11strnnions is n<i t manifest. IL is probaule he d id no t 
wish to inYoh·e himsel f in the trouble it woul d occasio n 

him, but preferred rather to let matters drift. Jlis war

ra nt to d raw the patent is dated L ondon, June 7, 1678. 

f{ umors as to the duke's intentio ns had reached Albany 

and we re cre:~ting scime excitement. T o allay them A n· 

dros wrote to the magistrates, saying, that altho ug h the 

duke intended to g i\' e the \':rn R ensselae rs their just 

ri~hts, s 11< has they had enjoyed before 165z, it s ho uld be 

• 

.. 
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don<' witho ut inj11,tic<' to other". I le c:1111ir1ncd the c<1111t-; 

and officers to pre~wrn· the peace, and k1·,·p the inhabi

tants fro111 u-.dc~s exp1·n~c mercly 011 rumu'.·..:. Bu'. \l'li:tt· 

~ e \·c r may ha\·e been the rcason, .\11drus c!id nut 1-,11\' a 

~patent. 
~ Colonel Dvng:111 s11cccedcd :\ ndros. .\ l'J'l ir:u i1111 \\·a;; 

" made to him fur the p.tt~· nt, un the \1·arr:111t uf t lie king. 

l ie declined to gr:rnt it. li..:c:111sc. :1s he: ..::;~·"·lie 1 licl 11\>t 
think it•· coll\·enienl th:tt the sccund t11\1·11 in the !:!:,,,·nn

e nt sho11lcl be in the hands of prh·at<' 1111·11." I le c·on-

cein:ct it to be more for the public int1·11·,b th:tt .\ lh:111y 

tlependent town under the go\·ernmcnt 11f the ('r11\·incl'. 
l lc negotiated \\· ith \·an Rl·nss1·l:1cr. and. :tlt1·r ,.., 111 ing 

his ohj..:ct, i1~hc is~ued a patent t•• Kdli:tn. ~1 (Jf 

~j JuJ1a11nes Yan Rcn~~c·l::wr. de!.:_<'a,ecl, ant! i(il!i.1·1. s •n of 
~ J eremiah Y an Rcnsscbcr d1'c-":l'-.cd. e1n tin; 1h1· '· lo11n-1l i.ut..u_a mrn_.:ui..<l crcatin~ Kill~m 0 J •h.111nc,, it.s 

fir,,t lvrd. I lcreaftcr the coluny ut h. .1.i:111 \·:111 Rl'11 --c
l:1er, fir,t palroou, is a manor go\'erned .1n:111.:in!.!' to I:n!_!

li ::.h 11s:1gc. The following year the uld 1·i!l:1g..: l•f~

wyck n·1·ci,·ed :i ' c<it\' charter, ll\· nan1<· .. t .\ lli.111_,-. ils 
li1nit s \\T IT one 1niil' nonh and ~11111h un 1:.1· l l11d,.,n, :111.! 

I£_ six tcl'n 111ik~ in :1 north\l'c~l dirl'Clio11. 11 11.1, .1 111o111d 

,~,. for lh\· i11hahit:111b \l'lil'11 tl1 c ch:~l'I' 11.l'- l<TL°i•;,.,J. 

Thl'y wne now 1;11ckr 1l1e prol'inci:il g••I• rn:11c·111. :ind tJ1,, 

q11arreb abrH1L j11ri:-.dinirn1 \\TIT e11dn!. 'l li1 · \·: tn l\,·11"

sl'lacrs \\'ere wi~c i 11 making- 1 hl' co11c,•,,..i .. 11. ~1~~
lf 11e1u.:c eYer aftn in pn·scn·ing- their t i1l · t11~,.~· 
tl~s fro1_11 ~ucccssful :iss:iu)b 

It \\'ill be remembered that Johanne·~ 1k l .:tt·t 11':1' 11ne 

uf the ('Cl part ncrs of the first p:itroo11, 111111i11t:, lll ll' h:nl', 

or a fifth of the whole. After his clcat!i, i11 111.1•1. hi:-. ''"1 
J uhanues acted for h im:.elf :11111 cohci1 :-.. 11 b ,..i,..tc r Ju-
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ha :~ na O\\·ncd one-half o f he r fa ther 's s ha re, or o ne-ten th of 

the m anor. S he ma rried J o hannes de Tlu ltc1·, who \\· ith his 

fa m ily and scn·an ts sailed from Amste rdam, :.\lay , 1653. for 

the colo ny. Th is \m s afte r the decisio n of the s u it inst i

tuted for an accou nt ing. IIe \\·as t he firs t and t he only 

o ne o f th o.: copartnc rs who tho ught it \\·o r th the ex pense 

to Yis it his .\mc rican possess io ns. I k cam e p repared to 

estab l ish a manu facturing bu siness, meanwhile k eeping 

,,·atc h o \·cr the affai rs of the colo ny. IIc Ji,·cd less than 

fo ur yea rs, and afte r his death h is wido,,· sold he r b rick nnd 

t ile k ilns, he r houses and lots, p re para to ry to a settleme nt 

a t the Esopus, where her l:uc husl.iand had purchased fi,·c 

hu ndred mo rgc ns (one thou sa nd acn:s) of la nd . She a fte r

ward marr!ccl J cronimus EbLing, a prosperous merc ha nt 

of ::\cw York. In 16;3 she pc ti tiom:d the D u tch adm iral, 
w ho had rece ntly conquered ::\cw York, to rc<piire J e re
miah \"an R e nsse lae r t o rende r an acco unt of his ad mini s

t ration of t he colony, a thing which had not been d o ne in 
twd 1·c years. The admiral summ oned \ "an l.:.ensselaer 

befo re him, and learn ing from his own lips t hat :.\J rs. 
Ebbing's s tateme nts \\·e re t rue, he req u ired him to renclc1· 

an ite mized accou nt withi n two month s, to be recorded in 

t he secre ta ry's o ffi ce. \ · :111 R ensselaer may perhaps ha\ e 

made the accoun t, whic h conYinccd the Ebbing s there was 

litt le p ro fit to be expected fro m their share in the colo ny. 

Soun a fter, a t al l eve nts, they sold t he ir inte res t fo r a 

bo uwery on the cast sid e of the Jl udson. the price of 

which was fi xed at 5,762 fl o r ins currency. They afterward 

sold t he farm, in the d eed for which it is expressed that it 

represe nted o ne-te nth o f the colo ny o f R e nssdae rwyck. 

The fa rm afte rward came into the po_sscss io n o f Phili p 

Schuyle r, whose hei rs sold it in 1 71 1 fo r l , :?.Jl p ounds cu r
rcn~fhe heirs and rc p resenrn.t ivcs of the other co

~crs in-;68,5-Sold thei r i111 n es1s to t he Von R e ns-

.. 

.. 

jf:RDl l.\ 11 .S \\' !DOW. 

I fo ::::6oo Hori?~. The ..: m ir.2 scaers r'~ ~ 
. \\':J.S now in the \ " 111 Rcrr.•..;1•lacr iamil~ T he p ro pe rt ) • · . / -

· · ~ I j)atruon anti all t he coparuwrs " I" P d •'?r\. J 1J-on<Y1n," , - ~ 

I "' - tlie e ld..:st a nd Jeremiah, the tl.i rd ~u n, \\·e re a b o ianncs, ' • 
dCCC:'lsccl. 

J ;·c r;;;Ji \·an Renssc~10 had hall charge of the 
'\ s 11 is colo ny s ince 1658, dicd October 1.1, 10i-l · · ·· · 

l;roth~r, :\ i c~rri\·ed _:.uo n afte r, aJHI the n~·x t n·~1.r 
pe t itio ned t he G m·c rno r and Counc il . tu !Jc' :q.' '. 1' •1.nt.<.:l'I .. ' · '
rector of the colony in t he p lac..: of l11s l.irurl1u J c;1 u1 .. 1.1h. 
-- -- · · · · I· I.Ji· t 111· " ll lu w T o t his a ppoin t ment oppus1uo n wa::. m .tl '-' . ·--·-----

o f Jcrt'111 i;-h, a daug h te r u~Jf Sten:n~..: \ a~ C11r~1~ 
an(! h\: r brot her St..:pli:~nus._ J t was Jin:d!y :1rr.111gcd, 

gil~ :\ iculaus t he directorsh ip, the widuw t J lie tho.: 
' "' • 1 . ]· i·.' · · ·1 1 r · • h111Hl rc"l l t r'"1 ·urcr :uHl h..:r h n1thc1 urn 1,,ec1111 . 1 ''"' 

'-'· ::. ' ·· · · I · · · 1 . . , .. 1 1\·i.i, h bushds u f wh..: :1t werc ::.l' t ap:11 1 tu1 l le 11 ~. 1 .1111 . . . . 
t he d irector w:is to li:w,· u nl" ·half, and t l1e 11r! 1n h: il l 1.1-

' ided l.Je tweeu t he trc':tsur<.:r and l1011kheqwr. T lt<.: 1:l'.lth 
uf :\icolaus, :\o,·cmh..: r, 1678, k ft the \\i1\111\· ~1 1 l;u1g · ul 

~e c;ullJllY. She was adl"i"ed l.Jy her \,rnd 1n; 11111 :1s he 

rc·sid<.:d inYcw Yu1 k :ind had h is own l.lrg..: \, u,,i n..:,:,: :11HI 

cmploy mc nt", he could 1 cnckr li ..: r li tt l<.: :1 - , i- t.111c..:. 1 kr 

hl'alth was im paired, :i nd ,..hl' wa~ ul i l i~.-.1 I•• 11-c· '1 111 ..!1""· 

T he l.1bor a nd r<.:~ jl<H1 ~ 1bili 1 y of ll' :tt.-11i 11c: "'"'. ,.., , .l. 1r~".:lll 
cst·1te not o :dy 11f L1111l • :111d tl · u;1111 ~, ·· 1>11 1 , .f ~11•1 i .. ' ·"· 

s:nr· n; i l l ~, a nd ot h,·rs tlll :in l'1·e r-n1 11 11 iu:c: ,.11 l':1111 ·· 111' 11 111-r 

i csidcncc, w..: rc to 11 11111d 1 f11 r her. ~ !11.: 1· 1 11~'" 1 f .. r t lll' 

a n:isal u f lt e r _!a~~·
fru111 l lo llancl, whom ~he ..:xpcctcd. 1>111 I\ 1 ,.~1·n <':1111e. 

11<.:r elde~t ~\J l\..J~ i lll:rn , \\' as )T l to;; ~1~· :1tT.,n l ltl'l" 
111 11ch a~!. i $tan <.:c. Y ct ~he 111:111ag-cd t11 ,.. 11 pn 1 i-" I h" 11'11-

an ts a nd kee p the whcds of her mill s in 111111in 11 . ~ 
l ivetl l()lw e nou"'h to ~cc her son and l1i s c1n1si11 ,,.; ei1·c 

"''"' ~ an Engl is h µ:lli:u L!>lXWJllg_ili_e l:~c <.:Jt.1t<.: t~ t ho.: 1;111 111_)_. 
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to th e former of all r ight and title lo t he land in llol land 
known as the Crailo, and another tract of land in Geldcr
Jand. They also agreed to dcli,·er the titles to thre e farms 

in the mano r, rcscn·ing the tenths, and to pay in addit ion 
se,·en hundred p ieces of eight. T hey also rele:-Ls-::cl all 

claims un personal properly in Holland, as well as un cer
tain expectations from relati\·es on their decease. Bonds 
were exchanged between the cousins for the fai thful per

formance of the contract, and the work was com plcte.' Af_ 
I~ the estate of Lhe old patroon was settled, and the col-
ony he founded in 16301 with its territory of t wenty-four:_ 
by furtr-eight miles, \\·as l n the possess ion of one family, 
cons is ting of Killian, J oharn Ilendrick, )Jaria wife of 
Peter Schuyler, and A~1, the wif~\'il li.'l n: ~i coll-:-
lksiclcs the mano r, they owned another trac t of land con-
taining sixty-two t housand a cres, known as the Claverack 

_pate nt, and sometimes called the "Lower )Janor." 1 he 
p ro,·incc was now under English law. The eldest son was 
heir-at-law of the real estate belonging to h is fath er. As 
regards the manor, and other real estate now come into 
tile possess iun of t he family, the law co11lcl n0t gi\"e it to 
the eldest son, but in its di,·ision he seems to ha\"c had 
m11c h the largest share. 

.. 

On )lay :?o, 1 iO.f, a Qatent \\·as granted to Killian, eldest 
son of Je remiah \'an Rensselaer, de~eased, fQL. the enti re 
mano r, indttdi ng..11lc.....Clarerack p atent. His brother J o
hannes having died without issue, the re were only three 

I . - A' <ll iers 1nterest" ri Ilow were the)- sec ured for their in- t!~ . - . ~ / !. gvl . 
L<:rest s to which they were justlr entitled? ~o Hendrick, v ;.jg,{!' 

1

. 

"> 1 J{ichard, the only li'"ing !>(ln of the old patroon, came to the colony 

~rith his brother, J an lh pti:.t, 1652. J le resided here lll'enty 19rs, during r 
which time he was a magistrate of Bc verwyck s~1·tal J 1 ·~ llc occupied 
the farm callccl,..lhc...flatts. which, 011 his return lo lloll:ind, was ~uld to 

.~ilip s.:lnl-'fh=r. ~ 
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his brother Killian c0tweyecl the Clan•rack p:u e nt, and 
about fifteen hundred a cres on the_ ~=l~!:_<ge <J[ the r!\·er, 

ogposite :\lbany1 now known as Gn:cnl>mh. Jun~ 1 ; c+ 
pt~ To his sister >laria or her heirs, he ~an: :t iarm o i a i..:1\· 

hundred acres adjoin ing the; -Flaus. Tu hi -; ,; i ~ tc r .\~ 
or her heirs, he ga,·e a farm large r i11 ex tent. I.J ut :ll that 
time no mo re valuable, lying on t he we ·l :>id ..: uf tl 11.: ri,·c r 

in the town of Bethlehe m. 
Ki~·an Rensse laer, second l11nl uf the manor of 

Rensselaerwyck, or p:!truon the fott n 11. married hi~ c~ 
)larin, dau~fner of Stephanus \'an ( · .,n l.tn~ <.k t.ihc r 15. 
lj~)luch o f his life was den>ted Lu t h<· public ::.e n ·ic:e. 
Ile was an onicer of the mi li tia. and one of t h..: m:1~i:-. tr:lles 

of the city. lie represc!lted the m:111or in the .b,.emuly 
from 1693 lo 170-1. I n O c: tu l>e r, r; v .J . he 11·:1..; :1ppu:n tcd 
w the Coundl, of which body he w:ts :i mcmlil'r u nt il hi;; 
death in 1719. Indian wars 1Tla r<led the :;,·t tle llle tll uf the 
manor andJlrcvcnted its g r,m·th. It w:1s ;il.;u dimini~he<I 
in e xtent. I !is g randf:nhc1"s u lt! milll: r, J;:tn·nt P ieter:,..: 
Coeymans, \\'ho came oul in 1636, pun;l1:1,;c·d i1\1 tll t he 
Catskill Indians, in 1673, a tract o f la11d cigii t 111ile~ on t he 
ri,·cr by t\\'eh·e miles deep, \\'hich w:1~ \\'! t !i:11 t he lllan• r. 
IL \\·:is no t u1111 su:d fo r I 11 dians t.> ,.,-.! t i.· ,..11 1c l:rnd :h 

oftett as th l'y f111t11d me n wi ll ing to l•t·~·· St :tlL'l1 l ,.l:rnd 
was bou~hl :rncl paid fur :it le:bl 1!11 ,·1· ti1111· ..;~ The !_!;r:t11d
f:tthcrs of tl1esc Catsk il l Indi:tns ha I ,..,11 the C111· \·1t1:111-; 

·d in .d i 

their patents. l~ ll»l been i1npr.,1<·1!, am! t!t<· Indian s 

11:::1e alluwed to on:11py it. Co~ns lud bvrn :1 l!! i ll•:.r.. 
and.fa rm,·r in :llltl about Llen : r\\"\' • k thi n1·-tl11 1·c \" l':tr~. 

I k was attraucd tt> the pl:ic:e hy its 1i1w w.1t1·1 ·p11\\·1·r. ·uul 

not knowing that it was within Liu.: .i111its u l th1· 1 1.1n1>r, 
lie bouµ:ht it 11f..!l!s..i!Hli:lllS, and p1 •11 n1 ~·t! :t p.1t v1 tt 1111 111 
Go\'~ .•i \·clac:e, .\pi ii, 1,..673. Th1.. t < w;1~ ;L lu11;.; Lotltes l 

15 
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betwee~the ri,.Q owners, which was no t settlcc.l unt il 1706, 

when \'an I;:.ensselaer ga,·e a dt.:ecl fo r a " compet t.: nt s um of 

money," and n ine ~billings an1iUal rent in a ck nowledgment 

of the righ ts of the lord or patroon. Politically it \\·as still 

attached to the manor, and r epn::sented in the A ssembly. 

Killian \ 'an Rensselaer had three suns. two o f who m 

sun·in;cl him. anp we 1:e successi,·ely patroons. Twu of his 

cla 11ghters, .\ n na and Gertrude, married brothers, sons o f 

Arent S chuyler, of l~elle~ille . :\ cw ];;;~., Uis sons~ 
m inors at the lime uf his death, and t he mano r was rwai n ,., 
in c harge o f admin ~t rato rs for se\·eral y ea rs. Jerem iah, the 

eld t.:s t, came of leg al ag e in :\larc h. 1 j2G. Little is kno wn 

of his ac!minbtration of the estate. Ile represented the 

manor in tl1l' .\ssembly from September, 1 i:?6, tu Septem

ber, 1743. \\'e catd1 a glimpse of him in C anada, in 1734. 
The Canadian go,·e rno r repo rts that t he "Patroon, L ord 

of .\lbany, in company with anothc r i_nflucntial gentleman, 

had \"isitccl him, un dt.: r pretence o f a tour." Their errand 

seemed to be rather to arrange fu r th; p re<:en ·:nion of the 

peace be tween t he t \\"o jlrorinces in case o f a rupture be

t ween England and France, then threatened 

- J e rem iah was the third proprietor of the manor, or the 

fifth~ I le died unmarried, in 1745 . 

Stephen, the second son of KillianJ suceeeded his brother 

to the lordship of the mano r, and by his Dutc;h frie nds was 

tcrmed _~oon V f. ll is constitlllion wa s n o t robu st, a nd 

h e neve r took a~\·e part in p11blie affai rs. 0~1l r two 

Y-!2..rs afte r his s uc;cession he died, at the ag e of fo rt~-. ll e 

~two sons and a dau ghte r. The eldest, Stephen, was 

'."~.!>· he years ~nd u ntil l1e a;:ained his ma jori ty 
the manor was again in the hands of trustees. The second 

~11, Juhn Baptist, re p resented the manor in the A ssembly 

:-.<H11c years, and died a hac;hclur. The cl:t uglllc r married 
Cj~Alll"a ha111 Trn 13r"1£l,..k. 

• 

• 

.. 
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Stephen, th e second of the nam L". proprietor • ,, , ;, ,, 

m;n o r, and the sc \'enth patroon, \\'as L;q;_tizcd un I 1111,. · , 

1 W, Soon a fter he- came into possession uf hi; ance:-tr:il 

~ h~ married Catherine Li,·in~ daug!::cr < i 

Philip Li,·ing,;ton, of ~IU:.o.tl.,...ill Ja1111 or_r 1 - 1, i....... li e did 

n;lli,·e long to enjoy his patrimo!l\·, Lm clkd in 1- 69 l1"n-

i 1;~ l\\'O so ns - and a ~ghte r. l lTs dd;~~ s1111 S '<' I '. u. 
\\':ts born :\0Ycmhi.:.LJ...i; G4, and was !i~ 11!.! \\lien 

h i-; fa t her died. Phi!i.11.Jhc ~econd snn, \1·;1s 111:1Y"r oi .\ 1-

ban y for sc \·era l )~and d ied in 1 S ~ + T he d:111:;iit<T, 

l,::lizabetl1, married J ohn Uradstreet, eld~ • f (;L'lll'1.!L 

PJ1i l ip Schuyler. 

Again the large estate was \\·atchL"cl and c:11 c·d f11r by :t 

trustee. :\ow, bo\\·c ,·er, it was in tht.: h:111d,; ,,f :111 c11c·1-

get ic man, General ,\braham Ten Br .. l'd; , 11111 !,· b1· :n:u 

riage of the boy patroon. F o r sixt•:e11 \"L':lr:. he· ~1'!1<' 1 in--tended the large property with emi :wnt !.llCL'c'""· ~n tl 1.1t 

l~\·as e nabled t o dclh·er it into the l:am:s cA it>< 11.-:-;t pr . .

prietor in an imprO\·cd condition. 

Stephen \'an R e nsscl:tcr, third oi the n:u~:c'. :11tc'I' iii.' 

father's death, was much of the time i 11 :'\ n\· \" u: ;-. ~! 1 

hi s g r:111dfather \\'ho had char,g-e of l.i :::_ ,,.·.!11< ·~· \\' !1,. 11 

prep:ired for rullcgc he was e1nered :H l'!·!nct·t1111 . 1:111 a,; 

the \\'ar of the Re,·ol11t io n rendered l'ri1: ·· ·t11n 1111 .,,!·,.,th<' 

college cou rses \\'e re snspcndc.:J . I le: ".1 .1s 1lw11 t 1.1:1-1v1 n·d 

to Ll.£t n·arrl, whe re he grad11:ttcd i11 il ll· 11:n<'tl'l'lllh y1·:ir 

of h is age. 1J 8::. ] Jc rc.:llll"ll L'd l " .\ l!i::11y. 11 •l \ Tl k :_::tliy 
lqunlified to take 0 po~scssio11 of the ma1111r :111.J •>C• 111·,· hi111 -

; se 1I with its affairs, and married a d.111;~inn uf < ;.- :1 er:il 

Philip Sd1uylcr. 

The ReYol11 tion destroyed some of the 11-'a~,- .; :llld i11 -

stit1nions of the past, and the legis lat ion 11f thl' ~l.lt\' \\:h 

in harmo ny with the Declaration of l 11dqw11d1 111 1·. l.111d

ships and 111anor..; we1e abolished, as 11 11 :iJ,,. 11. , 1 ;..'.!Jt .. 111 
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Sl..i.c wos o rcnwrkable woman, and dcscrYCS to be held in 
p;ratcful rcmcmhrnncc b,· hl'r P-OSterity. ' 

:\!though the name of the estate was changed from a 
colony to a manor, the jurisdiction of the lo rd was abou t 

the same as that of patroon. Its owners did not change 
their title, and were ahrnys called patroons. 

.1.£lBnncs \"an R ensselaer, the second patroon, nc\·er 
Yisi tcd the colony I Jc died at an early age, kaYing a so; 
and daughte r. Ilis son, Killian, \\·hen of age, came to Ai:

bany, and rccci,·cd naturalization papers from the~ 
li:;h coloni;il goycrnmcnt IJc_marrie_~ cousin, Anna, 

d:~~htcr uf Jeremiah \"an Rensselaer. Less than two years 
after the first En!!lish patent Wi1S issued, he died without_ 

' 111 the j· •!lnl:tl of the Yo)·:ige of the L:ilinclist mission:irics, D:inkers :ind 
~luytcr, to :'\cw York in 1679-So, \\c find :in interesting mention of this 
lady. 

"2;th, S.:/urcf.:1·.-\\"c went 10 c:ill upon :t cert:iin :ll:ul:im Rcntsd:icr, 
widow of the I Ice~ l\cntscl:ic1, SC1l1 <if the fuundt:r of ihe colony of Rent· 
>tbcl\1yck, compi,i11g l\\ch·e miles S'JU:ttc from Fort Or:ingc, th:tt is, 
twl"nty·f• ur miles srl'1:ire in :ill. Sh" is in possc,_ion of the place, :ind :icl 
mini .Lcr:; it as patroness, until one l~icharc..l \·:tn }{cntsd:t.1 ·r, rcsidins: al 
Am:-tlcnbm, !-iha?I :trrivc in thc<.:onntry, whom he cxpcch.:c1 in the summer, 

when Le wunld :issumc the m:in:ti;cmc·nt of it himself. Thi> hdy was 
polite, c1u11c well i11frn med, :incl uf g•)od life :incl tlb1 •osition. She h:i·I 
C\JICl it•nccd several proofs of the L ord. The brc:iki11g up of the.: ice h:icl 
once c:irricu aw:iy her m:msion, :ind everything conncctc•l with it, of which 
pbcc 'he h:id m:ide too much :iccuunt. Also, in some visit:nions of her 
h1"li;1nc.I, de:ith, :mcl others before. In her bst chilclbt:cl she hcc:imc 
bmc or we:ik in liulh of her sides, so th:it she h:td to wall, with two c:incs 
or crutches. In all these trials, she had borne herself well, :incl God 'left 
no t himself without witness' i11 her. She tre:itecl us kindly, and we c:it 
here c:..cccclingly g•>ocl pike, perch, :ind other fish, which now beg:in to 
come and be caught in gre:it 11umhcrs. \\"e had sevcr:il conver>atiu11s with 
her nbuut the truth, and practil'nl religion, mutu:illy satisfactory. \\'c 
went to look :it sc,·cr:il of her mills at work, whkh she had there on :in 
c,·cr-running stre:m1-grist·mi!ls, ~a,,·.mills, :md others. One of the grist
mills can grind one hundred :rncl twenty schcpcls .,f meal in twenty-fou r 
huu1s, th:it is, fi,•c :rn hour. J{eturning to the house we politely took our 
leave. l lcr 1csitlc11ce is :thoul :t qn;iner of :in hour from Albany, up the 
ri\cl. "-._:}!r111uin 1>/ lh.: l..<>J1.:; ls/au.I Jlulorirnl Socfr~l', i., 316. 18?J. 
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children. Ile left a \~·hich he app<illl_tcd iii, wiic: 
~.olc executrix_._ ! Jc 9wnc:d consi<le rabJ..: pr• •p·~n 1· in 11 !
bnrl, :i.s well :.:::.._a shat~Lhe manor, of which hc kiL :t 

liberal p~tion to his sis te r, '~ '.\la1s:i." then lil"in~ in 
Amste rdam. Il e di1·ided his estate amon~ his rL'i:ll!Y,·.:. 
and in concl u sion directed his executrix and ~i:.<er to " dl.'
ccntly provide for h is honorccl aunt callccl f'etronclh \"a1t 

Twille r, during her lifetime." Ile=died ~ 1011 aftn Fr!irn
:~y 221 1687._ K illian, son of Jercmiah \"an l::.cn'>l !.t< r 
was._kft in Lhc management u f the manor iur acc11t111t uf 
the heirs oLthc first patroon 11n1il 1695. .\t th is thte all 
th_e chilclr~ J\:illian \"an Rcn sscl:icr. thL' pr 1ject >•· uf 

th~y, were dead ~xcept Lwo, Lc~wra ;ind ];:_'~ 

The buer \\·as treasu rer of \"ianen.' Thl· e.;tate was llllt 
yet divided among- hi:; heirs, bttt f >r nearly fit'ty _1"l":1r,; had 
been held in common. Desidc5 the manor. then: w:t" a 
large estate in liolland (Lhe Crailu), :1n,l .. 1 hlT pr01pu t.1". 
The time had now :uri,·ed for L11c heir~ ti> make .t ~l·tttc:

mcnt. ControYcrsies had arisen among- t!t..:m, :111d L<~ 

th~ispules, Killian \"an Rensselaer I.son of Jan B:tpt·,t 
\"an Rensselaer) \\·a~clcgated by the l:eir:; in I Io!l:llld t" 
Yisit America, and, if possible, make a complcte ~cttkt11l'1tt 
wilh thcchilclren of Jeremiah, the onlr licirs in tlii,; L··•ttn· 
tr)~. l\:illian, eldest son of J eremiah. \\".b ::11puint1·d l>y 

p~wcr of auor~· to act for the family. 'J lie co11~in~ tlll't, 
and, after a prolonged discussion, in which, as 11"11:11. both 
lust their temper, they al last came to an ".t111ic:1hk :1!.!n·L'
mcnt to their mutual sat isfaction." The illllctH1ttl' i,- ,Ltt

ecl, -:\cw York, :\'ovcmber 1, 1695. The hl'!r,; i1t lkll:tncl 
n.:lcased to the heirs in :\lll.·rny all right :tnd tit!,• i11 t l1c: 
manor, which was reciprocated by the n·ka-<c: uf the bti.er 

1 To :t blc date Vi:l11cn "-;1c.; a h·g:lla11.:d :l~yh111t 1.11 l·111111n.tl... Ti11.! 

St:it.:;·Ct:nctal :ippoi11tt:i! ll' ufficc1,. 
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primogeniture. B efore the war Stephen Van Renss_~laer, 

4..::_d he ~~Of Jccra! age, \\'OWcl_l~a\'e been~mtlc.cJ~d 
by the English as sixth lord of the manor of Rensselaer

~·ck, and by the Dutch as eighth patroon. :\o\\' he \\'as 
s imp!yi\lr. Ya~Rcns~claer, but wa s al\\'ays by courtesy 
addressed as patroon. H e had a. splendid estate. :\ !

though somewhat diminished in its original extent, there 
\\'Crc yet se\'cral townships on each ::,ide of the riYcr. H is 

c ulture, his descent fro m a long line of ancestors his - - ._ - ' 
\\'calth and his connections, combim:d with a o-cntlc tcm-
- b per a1id unassu mi11g man ners, made him a gentle man, and 
g'3Ve him a high posi tion. Jie no\\' entered u pon tllC 
work of impro\' cmcnt \\7ith zeal and intelligence. Large 
tracts of the manorial lands \\' ere yet w ithout inhabitants. 
\'a ri uus causes h:id pre \·cntcd thcir de\·elopmcnt. The 
:rnt:igonism of the \\'est ludia Company, the frequent In
dian \\'ar~, the long French \\'ars, the war of the Re\·ulu
tion, but chiefly the often-recurring periods when, fo r 
n:a ny years at a time, the estate was in the hands of 
trustees or admi ni st r::tor~, had retarded t he gro\\'th o f the 
colony and pre,·cntcd irnmigration. J le no\\' offe red in

d11cements to farmers to se ttle on his l:tnds. Rentals we re 
1~cd so 101\· that th ey yielded onl y one a nd two pe r 
cen t. on a fair Ya luation. In many instances farms were 

oITered rent free fo r a term of years. On such easy terms 
he fou nd little difficulty in securing tenants. The country 
had jus t emerged from an exhausting war, and many of 
its inhabitants were too poor to buy farms of their own. 
The Lest lands of the State \\'CI c in the hands of la rge 
proprietors, o r were he ld by speculators a t high prices, 
o r \re re s till in possess ion of the nat i\'C owners, so that 
pe<iple al.Jlc to buy were precluded. C' nder suc h circum
~tances, l:!.!_-ms ofTcrcd on the terms of Van Rensselaer's 
we re quickly taken up, and it was not long before the --
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greater part o f his lands o n both sidcs of the ri\·er \\'C l c 

under cu lti ,·at ion . 
1Ja,·ing ~ecurcd an income sufficient fo r hi" mockr:ltc 

wan ts, and placed his business in the hands ui c:1rc1ul 

agents and clerks, he had leisure to ,1c.;,·0te to othi.:r ub
jeds. Ile united, in 1 ; 8;. with the ch11n h uf bis f:llhl·r~ . 
of whichhe was an ac~ h·e and n;;,_cil'11ti1111-; llll'l'llil'l .. rnd 

for many years a n oflic,'..:: r. In t!1c rni·:1i-I in 1-Sci. hl' \~ 
a major of infangy. and t\\'o years after \\ :1~:!:L'!11'>t<'d t•1 
a~lonelcy; In 1So r he was mack a m:1jur-~L 

Ca\·al ry. 
In politics be was a Fccleralis~ Il e \\':tS t kP" I'" 1h.; 

Assembly of I j~. and from 1791 tu 1j96 was a :'talc 
Senator. In Ij95 he was dccted Li1·ut <' n.111t-Gun:rn11r. 
:l!lllagnin in ::1 ;98. At t~le last elccti oll l.l' h:td 110 ~_!l,!.!.!.:__ 
n~!l'l'O nom inatccl ll\· bllth j':t1liL·,:. Jn 1SoS 9-

10 he was again :\lcmbcr of .\ o-:-.t~lll 1 >1\'. T!1e q!ll'o-l!<>n 

\1~her the lakes ;rnd lludson Rin:r ''''" 1 bc cunncctctl 
Ly a canal had for many years rcn:i\l·d :1ttcntiun. 111 
1 810 the Leg-islaturc appointed a cu111:.1i~-i 111 tu explt1n; 

the route :rnd rl'port at t he next se!'~i· 11. >!1. \ 'an R"n"· 
st:l:tcr \\':tS a 111cmbcr uf t he C<>!lllllb,.i n, :rnd \\ ith Pt hl'rs 
made thl' tour 0 11 ho1 -;<"b:1ck in the ~u1:.11w:· .,f 1S10. Tl:0

; 

rl'PU!'l i11tl'rl' s!etl llH: L l'gi,.l:1t111,· . :i11d :111 .. tl n rn 1111:ti--i .. 11 
\l' ~S appointcd tu n• no-ide r all m:ttlct" n·l:1ti11:.:- t11 i11l:t11d 
n:t\' igatiun, of wh ich alsu 11l' \l':tS :i n11·11illl'r. The \\:Ir u f 

1 <; ;2 occurred, ancl ddaynl the pruje1 t. 
\\'llc1l\V'ar was dcd:1red he w:1s 1;fi°;:11 I Illl' <"•::l!lu11d 11i' 
~ --

tli~):...On the northern fwntiers. .\l:li.111,...li "i>Jl"'L" I 
to the war as prematu r..:L h ~ pn1n1p tl~· .1<""1'11"l. 11" 11-:1-; 

quickly at his post, anti 1-;;>ceedt'cl 1:-:-111g.111i/<"Il1c :1rmy_ 

This was a difficult ta~k. It was c:ollll"'"'"l 11l militi;1. 11° t 
of regula r soldiers. Diflicult a~ it wa- . he ~ .... 11 Ii.id :1 : .. r,.,; 

::.ufficicn t in numbers tu h:ll'c ovc111111 t!ic pr0,·i11l'c ·if 
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l:µper Canada, had iL been ofiicercd with men of courage 

and military knowledge. The baule of QuecnsLown was 

fo11ghL and won ; buL ulLimaLely losl, because Lhe mil iLia 

in large num bers refused to light. The early \"ictory 

later in Lhe day was turn ed into a serious dis~stcr. \"an 

J::.e11sselacr resigned his command, and rcLired to primte 

life. 

After the ,,·ar \Yas closed he was ngain placed upon the 

canal commission, and was appointed its chairman. The 

Le~-au.g:11rnrccl the work on Lhc canal.~ 

the Eric ancl th.s_D10mpl ·1in nnd th<;:y ~~mplctc~ 

1S25, d,!1ring w hic h 1 imc l.:an Rensselae r was president of 

thelioard. 

ll>-JnS l \\"ice nominaLcd by his party for go,·ernor of Lhe 

Slate, in 1801 and in 1813. The last time he was dcfe:uecl 

l,f less Lhan fou r Lho usand \"Otes. llad he been as we! I 

kno wn in oLher parts of the Slate as al .\lbany, his home, 

tltc result would ha\·c been difiercnt. !Jc was nwmbcr of 

Lhc .\ .. sembly in 13 18. and elected to Lhe Cong-rc;,s of the 

L nitcd States in I s ~ 3. LO fill a \"acan cy. anJ twice rc-clccLed 
for. lull terms. At tlfu"tlose of his last Lenn. '.'lfarch, 1 8~5 , 

!1'e reLin:d from poliLical life. In 1S 19, he was elccLCd 

Regent of the C ni,·crsit)~le SL:ll •' of X c1,Xork, and 

was subseq11cmly iLs Chancellor until his death. In

tcresLed in agricUlTITTr,In;proffioted the interests of the 

Stale 1\g:ricultural Society, and was its presiclenL in i820. 

U c caused a geological surycy to he made alo ng Lhe iinc 
of the canal from Albany Lo Buffalo ; and on another line 

commenci ng in :.fassachuscLts. From Lhe info rmation 

and daLa collected on Lhese sun·eys, he was corwinccd 

Lhere was need of more techn ical cclucntion. To supply 

the dclicicncy_ I~c est. lished the Rensselaer Institute at 

T~ 
Ile was a liberal patron_~he various 1Je11e\·oknt so-
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dctiG.S of the day, in many of which he hl'ld <Jftici;d I~ 

tions. I I i~ pri\·ale chariLics were 1:1rgc1 and \l°l.rc _n.:.u h· in

crcasinn- to the close of life. The~ were few me11whu11·e1 e 
- ~ - --

so liberal wiLh Lheir means in a ll dirccLions, as St<'pl1en \":in 

l{enssela..£L.t.lll:. l~f t he patroons. Il is life w:1s i11 ll •>i 

acti,· ities and good \\·orks. I11 all Jl '"iti11ns1 as a large 

landed proprietor with ten:mts counted l>y Lhe thuu":llld~. 

as a poliLician, and leading me:ni.Jcr .,f a s t1-.mg :i11d re

spectable party, as an officer in Lhe cl1111« h. as a pri,·atc 

ciLizen, he pro,·ed himself a man of hCJnor :111d a C!1ri"tian 

gemlen~ In social life he \rns gre.nly respected . :110_ 
in. his family much bclo\"ecl. 

:\l~aret Schuyler, his first "·ife, died. jn \l ard~ 

In :,rn,-; 180:, he 111ani1.·d Corncli:1 , d:111ghtl'r <>l .1 1:1!.:.:.e 

\\'iili:tm PaLLersun, of ::\cw Jerst:L I I<' dil·d . J.1i111:1r_1· :11, 
18391 al Lhe ripe age of se\·emy-fi,·c Year:'. I Ii,, ,.,.,·1111d 

wir..::-and Len cl1i ldrcn sur\"ivcd him. Of Lh e;,L', :-c\·vn \\'l'l'C 

sons~ cldc,.L, Stephen, was by hi" ti U:..L "ik I Ii" ,, ·11 
is cl:tted Ap1 ii 1S, 1SJj . . To this tim<' tl11' 1n 1rn1r p 111per 

l;;cl dC\-011•cd u pon the eldest son. Tis 1:1rgL' cxLL'J!l h:tcl 

been somcwhnt climinbhecl, lirsL, by t l.c n·:-~i· 111 of .\ ll>:111y; 

second, by Lhc Cucym:111's tract, eig l1 t by tll"l'll·e 1n"ks; 

t hird, by a ~tr!p f1-.1111 the ca~t ~idt". 1 111r ! y l l\"enty-fuu r 

miles, Cl'<kcl to :.'1Liss:1d1usclts when t! :~ lhi11nd.11 i1"' we1e 

adjusted; fourth, IH· the sale oi St'\-CLi! f.1rnl'; al11ng the 

riyer to rclaLi\·cs; and la,.tly, l•y the :-.i!c 1>i «llL' t11w11~ h ip. 

Stephentown, in the Sl111thea,;L corner. li11t iL w:1s :-till o i 

large c~. The t ime h:Hl nuw come 1~ 
l:tw~ of email h:td been al1rog:1tcd uy the I..:n· 1l11\ i1 111, :111d 

t he Ja~~n~rec LO_!~ll"l~he 11-..:i~c ~ ul 1 lic 

hind of his faLhc.rs-frce to di1·i<h- hi-.. l1'"1"·n1· :1111 .. 11g his 

c.;\1ild 1~t cq 11:il proportio 11, if he\\ i-..h~ T!i e l.1111!, .. i 
tl11: manor were mu~tl\' 1111dcr life. 111 I" 1 p1·111:d lt-;1-..1·~ . 

which yidded a ~1 11:dl incu111e co111p;11 nl t11 t lw11 \ .1h1c. 
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The other property of the estate, acquired by the sale of 
Stephentown, :111cl su rplus re\·enucs, was l:irge and a vail-

able. !le "':l\'c thc lands belo 1~ging to the manor on the 
5 

~- _,p..;.'v--;i 

wc~L s ide of the ~1dson, lo his eldest son, Stephen, an.d j,;d/?'!A. 
tiiose on the cast side, to his second son, \\ illiam. Ills ~ 
lands in SL L1wrcncc Co11nt\' \\·e re gh·cn Lo his so~ llenry. ' · 0 -
11 is otf1cr property, consisting of lands in I Iamilton County, 
r~al estate in thc cities of :\cw York and "\, lbany, and else-
where, am! stocks in banks, turnpikes and insurance com-
panies, were <lidded among his other se,·en children. Ile 
p;aYc no kg:ic ies to bcnc\·ulcnt societies, to which his bene-
factions h:id been flowing in a constant stream. I1e now 

left them to the carc of the lidng. 
l n le~s than Ii ft,. n::us af rcr his death. the se\·en hundred 

t housand acres ori!!inalh· in the manor were mostly in the 
hands of stran gers. ~ t hc vicissitudes of fortune, \ri~ 
iam \'an E c nssclacr's portion passed from his possessiQ!h.__ 
TI1c anti-rent troubles, which "p ro ng n p soon after the 
death of th~_ bst pntroun, induced Stephen \ -an R ensselae r 
to se ll his townships to ~l:irin' who had the nen·e to 

maint:iin his rights. 
We h:ivc follcrn~the cider bnrnch of the .\.111erican \·an 

'R ~n ~sclae rs ancl thcir manor without any allusion to the 
younger br:inch or the ir fortunes. The history would not 
bc complete without some notice of them, and of the 

CI:1serack patent. 
Jeremiah Van Rensselae r, son of the first patroon, it will 

be ;·cmembcred, died in 16j-1, le;wing three sons, one of 
~wm, Johannes, d ied unmarried. Killian :rnd Hendric k, 
hi~r sons were the anccstors of the numerous families 
---- ! --- -
of~an R e nssclaer_in ,\mcrica. It would be more perti-

nent lo say, that the greater part arc the descendants of 
.llind~, for wh~the cider ~nch possessed Lhe family 
wealth, the younger contributed most to tlw population 

I 

1 

j 
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~ and to pnblic wealth. .\ \ -an Rc11 <<d:1c r f:unih· c!i:1n 
bronght down LO 1 S,J i,i_,:,'lnd prc12arcd with 111uch <'ar1-. sh '",; 
the descendants of the cider branch in t he dircn .lin1• L-• 

number on ly thinv-o nc ; of the younger. the\· 1111111lJcr two 
r 

hundred and nineteen. 
H endric k \-an R ensselaer recci,·c·d a.; his 1~1~ 

his grandfather's estate, the Cl:n·er:ick :i:1tc11t. 1·untain!11g

about sixty-two thousand acres oi I.ind. :111d li il<'l'n hun

dred acres out of the manor proper. !yin!.!, "l'! »•>itc the 
city of Albany. On the latter purtio11 !ic L'lt'l't\'d a suh
stnntial brick house, constructed as :i f11rt f.,r tklt:11cc 
against att:i<.:ks o f hostile fild inns < uniin; iro111 C:rnad:1. 
This he made his {]£1'1l1ancnt rcsiden1·c. ffi crcncd a11-
ot~house at Cla,·crack, still~ndi_ng" f.1 r temp 1rary 
S!!journs \\'hi lc su peri ntending- the sett' ·n1cnt nf hi< Li11d.,;_ 

·- Like his brother l\j ll i:J 11 he was e111;•lll_I'<' I i11 : 11.: p~ 
scrYicc, and held se \Tral rc~pun:::ililc p11~i li1111". I I.: ":1-; 

:in aldcn11an o f the <.:it,., com:ni~sion··r <'I l n· !i.!:i :iua:r.;, 
:u:9. rcpn:scnt:1th·e of the manor in th.: .\ ~:::c·11;!1l·• f 1:· ::-c\·

cral terms. I re did not ~uffer his om, i:il duti1·.; 'I illlt'r--fcre wi th his personal inte rests. I le :lltcndetl 111 h is b11si -
ncss affairs wilh assiduity a11d succes~. \\' he11 hc !':tw an 
opport11ni1y fo r a. safe spccubtiun ht: did 1111l kt it p:1~s 

11ni111 pro,·etl. 

Thc Schaght icokc l 11cli:111s had a l:i rg-n t r:ic1 of I.i nd 
than they rcq11ircd, and lJCi ng lhri f1k".; and P"nr, th1·y 
ofTered a p o rtion of it for ~alc . The u1 y 1if .\ l!i:ltl)' :tg'J'L'\'d 
lo purchase a kw h11ndccd acres, but ";1~ n"l pr\'p:1rnl l•> 
co11s111nmatc the bargain. llcnclrick \'a11 l'e11-.,,·l:wr .1\1' 
his o) JOrt1111ity, a11cl bought a tract >i'\ mil.·..; "<[11.trc I> iog 
on the I loo: · ·er or which he p11H~·d a p:1tc11t from 
thc governor. The c ity s:i\\- it~ mi,tak,·. but ::cuu~ltt to

rc rncdy it by the purchase of \'an l..:cn"'<'l.11·1' ,; i11tcn·'I, 
a nd generously offered him what it u1~l l1i:11. Tit.: 1•!kr 
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wa s declined with th:inb, but he wo uld sel l fo r two hun

Jrcd pu1111ds. The city fathers \\'ere indignant, ancl ap

pealed t1• the goyerno r. The contro\·ersy became a State 

I affai r, fu r Hellomont repo n i.!cl it to his go1·ernment for in

struct i1i11s; but beforc his ktte r 11·as despatched the ma tter 

was sculcd. 

S ubsequently it was the c:wsc of another flurry in thc 

Common Council. P atents a nd deeds for real estate 

\1·cre passed from hand to hand, much the same as coupon 

bonds. The mayor \\'as the custodian of those belonging 

to thc city. \\"hen he rctircd from office he h:incled them 

oYcr to his successor. l t happened, in the course o f time, 
that the umgoing mayo r, a n : lati\'c of \·an Rcnssclac1 .. s, 

did no t pass o\·er this particular p:aent, with o ther papers. 

T he nc \\" m ayor re porterl the fact to the board o f alder
m e n, \\'h o prom ptly :ippointecl a co mmiuc o f in\·estigation. 
The committcc cal led o n the ex.mayo r and h ad no diffi

culty in securing the docu ment. It had been an OYer

~igLt. The city dealt in re :il estate just as indidduals. 
The profits he lped pay the municipal expense!', and re
du ce taxation. It hc ld thi s prope rty nearly a century, 

kiting it in small parccls on long lcascs, o r sclling it, re

scn·ing :ut annual qui t-re nt. In 1 no, the city sold to 

J ll li a nnes l\:nickerb:ikcr, whose father, Johannes, was one 

o f the first sett lers, all the land not heretofore sold within 

certain described bo un ds, "for \\'hich the said J(nic:ke r

baker is lo find the sa id corporat io n and their succe ssors 

with '.\Icat, Drink, and Lodg ing once a year al his house 

at Schactacook." It would be in te resting to e nte rtai n the 

prese nt board in the old mansion, now occupied by a 

Knickcrbaker, and filled with memorials of the past. It 

is a charming p lace. Its p roprie tor is a n unmarried man. 

Ile has no other love than his farm 1\'ith its o ld hou se and 

surroundi n~ g ruunds. The ancient furniwre and relics 

i 

J 

I 
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F.\ ~I J LY JJhTO J.:. \". '>' . 
- .)) 

arc kept so brig ht :rnd shin in~, that a D11td1 iiousc maic! , 
who g e ts on her knees and picks vut pa rtkics u f clu~ t hi<l

clcn in crc\' ices wi th her !1a ir pin, \\'uu id h:i\·c 11u f:111!t tu 

find. 
A cont ro1·ersv a rose be tll'cen l lcndri1· · · :i n Rcn>~d:icr 

and R obert Lii·ingston~ 10 ~ d~_1·biun i:ne lle t11ecn_ 

the ir prope rties. It \\'as settled s:tti siacto ril\' t•'. b.nl~'-~ ml 
; surYei·o1 \\:ts cmplo yJd to mark it 11·it h m ore 1 md lt~1\ih.: 
~.~nta1-n'*1-i11 till: l m ;i:t ll d ccd,;. 'j hl: 

"'.\IassachUS.Ct! S lin t' \1·as ad1·anced f<1 11 r Ill;;.;,, \\'C'l ft\>ll\ the 

eastern line, by \\'hich the e, tate Ju L :t po rti vn ul ~s lir11~ 

~-
The \\'ifc of l len~k \ ":m _&l• 11 cs,·h1~ 11·:i-; :t t.:;1.11nt-

dau~hter of the \\'eil-kn01n1 .\nnl' kc .l a:1". thrun~h 11"
11 H_n _ 

his .descendants bec:rntc "heirs'' t > th1· T rinit 1· l' hnr··! t 

farm. I t is ;unusin~ to k :trn 11 !ut n11mi1c-r,; t :' : 
1
.cm, 

a~t forry ycars :igo, :tpj)e:irc·cl in .\lb:1 tt1· t· • ~.- :u1 !1 ti:..: 

reco rds of the church fo r prnob 11f th1·i r p,· , \i..:.rn~ :u1t l 

"heirship." Ile had niu1· child rc·1t , t«> t~ :inj_.!.i.L:.. 
cl:\urrhtc rs, :ill o f \\'ltom \mt o ne had l:i rt:;1: Lunilk". 11 ts 

~ ~ I 
cld..: st son wa!', by law, heir w hi::. 1.rndcd i' r••j ,. ·n y. ; ... 
fur<.: his dc:1lh, hO\\'C\·er. he mad\! u1·n t<> h: ,; <1llll'I' 1· ig ht 
c !tild n:n, a fair propo rtio n o f h i,; pr.o,l<'t I 1. !c:n in~ t lic r.-,i 
cl uc, includin~ "0ic .. Crai l<> .. <' ::.tat< . .. r ( ; r<·,·n l>11, 1i, 111 Iii.; 

eldest son, j .. !iannl":'. 1 k clicd i11 .I 11'.1-, 1; p . :tn l 11 .. t, 
b u ried near hb hou~v <lll thl' b:iuk.; ••l t! t<' 1111<1, •• :1. l~: u l 
ru:lds, a nil the g roll'th u[ th<.: Yi ll.1~ ·. ~ •: tic t 11"1·1 11 1 ~ «;tl '> 

since, haYe disturbcll hi~ re,..ting-p'..1.-.·. I Ii- .: 11 ,t. l <•~•·t h,. r 
\\'ith that of a multitlnlc of uthc rs, !1i ~ l"'"tc r.t y. !1.1-. lwv tt 

rcmo\·cd. 
John Van Rensselaer, as heir of t1·.-. \ ·: .\\-.. -r:11 ·k p:iti·nt, 

inherited perp lexity :rnd trouble. .\ : ., ·: .: t ·m· :1<" 1l'lc 
from ".11assachusetts sett\c,\ 11pun I.i u1u•1·· u 1• i<· •i l::n•' 

clai med th em as their 01\ ti. Thc ~· .. •\ «: :1 .. r !:1 l dt< 
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inlCn 'cnccl, but their proclamations and ,·crdic ts \\'Crc cli s

regardcd. OfJicers sent to arrest the in truders, were cap

t ured a11d sent to t he Spring liel<l jail. The sheriff of 1\l

b:rny \\'as o ne o f the Yic tims. • \. year o r t\\'O a fterward, 

ano ther sheriff \\'ith a posse undertoo k to arrest the leaders, 

but "·as m e t by an armed mob, " ·ho killed one of the posse, 

and d angerous ly \\'ounded o th ers . .\.t ano ther time some 

Eng iis h officers, who were to b~ retired and gi,·cn lands for 

settlement, petitioned that their farms m ight be located at 

CJa,·erack. \ ·an Rensselaer stoutly resisted these c11croach-

1m.: 11ts, and a t last was al loll'ccl to enjoy his inhcrita11 ce in 

peace. llis " ·ife was E nqcl tic Li,·i ngsto n, a grarultl ::1.ught1Tr 

1.f_C'•>lo ncl Pi.:tc r Scl!..!!Jkr. O ne uf his SQJlS married El
!>ie :::id1u l'lc r, and a daugh te r, Catharin~,_in::u:ric~ilip 

SL~Ic1:c ~ >Lijo~·al. Ilis son R o bert, ~ 
ma ndcd t he m ili tia who _p u rsue I and c!cicatcd Sir J o hn 
Jg@son whe n 0~1~:.mous ra id in ilie-2.luhaw1; , .. i1 1s>y, 

I j1io.._ 

Kill jan. another o f I I~id~ Yan Rensselaer's sons, 

m:trricd .\riaantje Schuyler. Two o f his sons were officers - -in ..lil.t: RenJIULio nary army, and :te:qu it ted thcmseh ·cs with 
cn·<l.lh_ One was 11·uu nde<l :1t F u r l .\11n in Burg O)·nc's cam

paig11, a11cl carried the ball in lii s perso n thirty-fi,·c years, 

111 Iii::; d..:ath. The family of I !e nd ric k was so largi.:, :ind 

soon bl'came so numerous, tha t it \\'Ould exceed my limits 

to fo lio \\' them funhe1·. I ~hall ha ,·c occas ion in the pro~

rc~-;;-z-f my narrntiYc often to rekr to ind iYidual members. 

S11 fli cicnt now to say, that amo ng the m may be found many 

t· :n inent men in all the \\'alk s <Jf life, mechanics, fa rmers, 

l:t\\'y..: rs, doctors, di ,·incs, sta tesme n, and warrio rs ; of the 

I~ Gi.:ncral Solomon \ 'an J~cnsselacr was t he mos t 

ci.:h.:uratcd. 

I lend r ick 's esta te, like that of his brothcr'.s, is now mostly 

i11 the hands o~sc ll'l~lu no t bea r his name, and arc 

" 
i 

t 

.. 
I 

1 
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f I . J' ~ re I1erc arnl there Oll i \' a f:trm i-; ()\\'11\'d nol o us 1nc .. 1-, . • · • • 

I · d ll)' .1 \' ·111 J,'e11s-;chcr or a rdath·1· o f :rnuthe r :inl occupil' • · .. · ' _ - .. - -
'·1·1 ··t · o f l! ucl<:o n occu1>i1·s th<.: lanc:ing-i1!:tn: name. 1c c1 ) · -, . 

f I · t CJ·1,·ci·ac k ']'he ,·illau..: u f Cl:,,·i.;rat: K, tuu r 
0 t 1..: anc1en · • __: "' . 

·1 cast o f I !11cl<:u n has lost its importance smce the 1111 cs . . , _ . 
da,·s o f railroacls, and i,; < hie flL2n1<.:r..::;tin~ because tt 

w:;s the :uwicnt i:tmi ly seat, ancl \\'herL'. in t he CL' lll Lte ry at

tached t o the o ld chun:h, a i::_,:hc gra,·..:~ of de:;c..: ncLn ts fo r 

Se \·c rnl cYCJ1Crativ nS. . . 
In th~ Rc,·olutio n, the \ 'an Rc n s~i.:l:ll·r hm1l1es ire~.c :il-

l · " J • '[\1 ' \' se l'\'L'<I a' o i11n:r' most to a 111an on t 1c pa~c. · l. · ---·----

. . ti , i·a nk<: in·rn,· o f them witlwut p:1 ,· .. r ..:moh :ment. 
0 1 lll H; , ., ' . -

Tl;crnse h·cs and t he ir large c ' tau.:,, t h• ·y d..:.'·oted . to the 
ca.u s..: o f po pular liberty. as did the ir L~ li..:rs 111 their Ion~ 
\l:ars with S pain. .. 

1 tis time torwirn t<l the pe rsona! 1i;~t<>ry o[ Re\'.:'\ ! Col -

l \ . n , 115,eJac r fourth <..q11 o f t 11e lir-t I :itr•H>!l , \1·!.·1 
aus an "i.: ___ • --:. 

married the s..:cun d da11!'"litn (If l'hi:ijl S,·huy!.- r . . 11 ~ '.e-
!'c in·cl a illwr:il l'clt1 cati<~1~'·> 1 ' 1 1 n:~ 
of l lullaml wit h the inl l'ntio n u f 1,.., m1i 11 ..!; a t11\lll' t1·r .,1 

tlic: \\'u rd,J_nit b egan his l~~Ei1 r .. pc lidur..: . 111· l• ll>k 

I · t i I ,,-1 .. 11 .L.,q·ce Jn J·:11 .. J: 111d Le· 11:1" n ·1·i.;1n·d \llt h 
11.S H •lJ U:;, L . ~ • ~ --~ _ • . 

. I . 11 I . '1. 'I 111 Ill,. ,;r k 111··· l.. i n d 11 c~s :i nd c"ll"ll cra 111 1n. ,. i. · .1 . .. . •· :~ 

Cli :1rk' u .. ~ll'l ll> pn";L'l lll'< I l 1i1t1 a ~1 1' 1' 1·! 1<1\:'11111:u11111~ .hi-< 
· · . ·1·1 1•1 . , , .. 1. · 'utt\' itt llH ' lll ii \ ' ,,( 1i1r:r ::1 qt1.1·ttt· 

n11n1:1tuu:- • " · ·' '' , -
ance in I lo llancl wlit· 11 the kine. \\'.1" :rn n.1.1·._ \ .1.11 1"·11--
~d:wr h:icl l' h<.: t:ri.:d- lli I ll hy dn l.1ri II~ . •II 'PJ:1· '•\ 1·:1-•· •II . t h:ll 

lie \\'otllcl \J..: n j;t•.ill 'ol 111 tl11· t11 rc 1nc ,.1 1:11..:. 1
:111 1 Thi· \\': 1-. 

intl· rpretcd -:ts a µro p ltl·n, tli1· f11ltili111·11t •·t \\·hit'lt lw 11'•1\· 

wit n..:sscd. 
11 is visit in Londo n was proli 1n~cd . I k h:id more 

lilwral th..:o locrical opinion:; titan prc0 \':1ikd in th..: l'~l :tb-
~ 1 ·1 I uf l bhi.:cl Church of l lollaml, a ml t'St 1 ·1· 1 nim~ li t· l l!l l·1· 1 

Eng-land t o I.Jc t•qually ortl11Hlux, he ~11 11 c. ltt unti11:1t:un tu 
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/". () ' ' - '1.c 9...~ -.:1 ·- \V '1 s-b 
• ~ ~ ·~- · ._. -:-..-....-....-....._-.~ l.:ing the Hudson, and at Schenectady on the :\ foha wk. '!:h~sct • lcmcnt on 

~ k~ /'C..R. ,' Vcv[l/ ~ ~ · !:in!rnttan I~land was dcsi~teJ as the city c•i :\"cw Amsterdam and -
(} p (j} IL~ ~ /-P~•t-od \ ·en burgher g overnment in .!_I>~ 

.~ ~~V, 1 <./} , , H'istOJ~'V .U The Di:tch \\'e~L India Company'. in commnn 1.,·ith other c<!rly trading 
~ Jlft~~ [)) ~ ~ ,~....f<...._. ,!nd colon1z111g groups, looked upon its C<~l<~ny as a snurre of di\'idcnds. It 

L () ~ - ~ · ,(;::>,. ...., 0 - ,,, A..e_/},~~ LJl...-o , bound the settlers by contra-~ts th~t '.mJlnu1ted trade, ch;!n?e <•f r~sidence, 
j~-....Q...o 0---<...<A...o ti~- -- --- - 0 :!nd the transfer Of propcrt}. and It 1111jlOSCrf hCa\')" la::e~, rnciudmg taxes 

IN ~' Sa·i ucl de Cham~lain, a Frenchman, explored southwak on imports, that discouraged enterprise, aroused anta~onism, and insured 
~ along U1e valley of the lake later named for him, and Henry Huc!sc: minimum returns. IJ shirked all obligations of a social character, t:1rowing 

' an Englishman in Dutch em1iloy, sailed north\\'arcl up the river b!t: on t11c Dutch Reformed Church the burden of education and care oi the 
nan,1ecl forh im. These two cxpediti(ms, occurring within two months t sick and the poor. This ~hortsighted policy, aggra,·a; l'd by Uie greed and 
each other an<i penetrating; to points on!Y about lOO miles aj>art, pretigu:~. mtptncss of its ofiicials in the Colony, hrough t the com;iany to Yirtual 
a cei~ t 11 ry and a half of struggle for control of a.:\ orth American empire. bankruptcy. The Directors General of ?\cw :\ etherland-}f inuit, Van 

In I(JI4 Fort ::\assau was built by the Dutch on Castle Island, southC.: Tl'.'illcr, Kieft, Stuyvesant-had trouble, much of it of their 01rn making, 
the pn.::;cnt city of .\lbany, to ~en·c a~ a fur-trat'.ing ;iost; after it w~s(~. ""i h I.he company's business agent<;, with ihe clergy oi I.he Reformed 
~troyt.:d by a ,;pring fre~hct in 16q, a ne\\' fprt, Fort Orange, v:as crcrn. Church, with \'an Rensselaer's agents, \':ith the::\' cw Engb.ndcrs cncroach-
on the \\est liank of the rinr near the present site of .\lbany. In r6i1 ~ 1t:0; in \\'cstchcster and on Long Island, a:1d c~jwci.illy with their own pco-
\\'est India. Company came into being. :\bout 30 families, mo5tly \\';.. pit:, who demanded an efiectiYe Yoice in the gcwernmcnt and wider frcc-
loons, were transported m i 624 to.:\ c11· .:\ cthcrlancl, as the area was cal!e~ dom. 

and a majority of them formed the first per:n:rncnt Dutch ~cttlc:r.r'.1~ ~ In 166.1. v;hcn Colonel Richard :\"!coll~ at t hl' head ni :t Briti~h fleet de-
Fort Orange. The first suh~tantial settlement on the islancl of ).1anh~;;_· :n.rndcd the surrender of .:\cw .\mstcrdam, J1ircrtor c;\'ncr;il St 11y,·esai:L 
was made the following year: and niter a fort was built there, the fam~!:~ fo:ind himself with little support ;ind wa-; t,!i'ic:ul to cap' tu late. Th!.: Prcn·-
at Fort Orangt.: were mo,·etj dol';n temporarily to enjoy its protection. ir.rc a:ul the principal s.:ttlcmcnt were re;1:unc I :\ cw York, Bever· 

In order Lo encourage colonization, inr I_'..lZ9 the \\'es!;._India Corr.;i:::· wyck became Albanv, and \\'iltll'yck, King!"ton. ln 16i-' the Dutch recap-
offcrcd a lar~c ~5tate, or patroon5hip, in the new colony to each of its rnc- ·urc I the Colony, but in I6i4 it was restored by ~rL , , · y to the Engli~h. l':hn 
bcrs who within four \·cars wou Id settle 50 colonists oa Uie tract ass'.;~~ '>romptly rcsurncd their sl':ay. 

to him. The only pat~oonship to survi\'e Colonial times was Renssclae~, ~ The terms of surrender in 1664 were hight~ iarn;ablc to the Dutch. 
wyck, a large area on both sides oi the upper Hudson, of which the site L:.n ! titles "·ere confirmed, including that v:· ]{L.i:i:ic!:tc"~'"\'Cl-'. t~ Jcration 
Albany was U1e approximate center; it was settled b 'its absentee ow~:: v'.15 granted to the Dutch Reformed .1n<l- oLIH:r Protestant churches. 
K1 iacn Va elacr, with Dutchmen, Germans, I>.anes, Norwegi:::. 1 ~unsition to English political ins ti tu tions was slow: in the Alb;~ny di::.-
Scots, an o er nal!onals. The nonresident palroon, 11hrough his ag::·· t~ct and along the wharves of .\"cl': York City the Dutch languag~ per-
enjnyed complete suzerainty o\·er his domain and retained ownership l : tt:d for generations. In 1683 the Pro\'ince oi .\' ew \. ork was di,·idcd in to 

the land,. letting it out principal!}_· on _leases. He fina~1cc.d the settlers~~ · ·~ .. counties, two .of v:hich, Dul;.es_and Corrma!I, b:er passed to .\Iassa-
was repaid slowly over a long pcnod. fhe Fuyck, enjoying the protcc. ~ ct ts and :'.\fame; the boundaries of Albany Count\' extended north 

of Fort Orange on the west bank of the Hudson, became the principal ~ c: t, and cast without fixed limits. In 1686 charters w~re granted to th~ ~ 
tlemcnt. A guarrcl over jurisdiction w<ls ended in 1652 by the esta\JL. lies of New York and Albany. 

ment of a new court at Bevcrwyck, which included Fort Orange and l\ The forced abdication of James II and the accession oi \\'illiam and 
Fuyck. This tribunal imrnedia tcly <>vcrshadowed and finally absorbed t' fury (x68&-9) brought di«content Lo the surface. Fo!lowing Uic lead of ) 
patroon's court in 1'165. Other settlements in the upstate area were-.. \\ ~11"1" '"1, ]-cob Lcislcr, Y:ith stronrr support irom th" CO"lmon pco- \, 
<;!_u.ring the Dutch period al\, iltwyck (Kingsto_,g) and s~al ~th~;iP: ' ct l 1~~r in ~ew Yor~F'ity ~nd go\'crn • ~ 

~~~·~ ~i['~~ ~~,, \~ 
·1}:;:;~ '· !&.?~~~~) i~<f ·~~ ~·~- /k-u..,~;.. . /1~/J . . 

" 
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oi more fuml:l:1:c:-ital clcxclopmrnts. Tn that year Staats :.r,m:~ Dyck:::_ 
crcct..-d h:rnJ:;.i:-:1e Bo~co!Jcl J J,ll:~e .iust south oi Peeks!~ill. Be;c the 1r, 

central hall wit!1 !ts sujJCrb 1li,·:,:cd ~u::- leading :o the :.irge 1.jlper par'. 
the prn:ectii:,.; room~. a:1d the t l\'O ;;~:;1erposed p,1~cl1~s \';ith sl~n le; ct 

umns and Iamb;icat..:d archit:-.in: indiclte a ;iew aad trl'cr ~ul:i\1011 oil .. 
l'kmcnts. E1·cn mon: n:mark.ili!t i,; The Bill, ,;outh oi I l\llbon, lil'~J~ ~ 
l lcmv \ \.alter Li 1·i ng~ton in i 7qt> , just after his marria~c to '.\Jary l'c~ 
:\lien~ ( 'crtainly :\Irs.Li1·ingstun hacl Yisited \\'oocllancls in her nati1·c i'L 
a<lel]lhia, and. ~dmiri:1g the l \\'<) elli]>tical s~lons there, o.nl~red ior hr~ r.· 
home two sir.1'.lar rooms placecl :;ide by s1Je. ma~kecl 1:1 tront hy .i: 
,;tory pmtico. The ::.:ucco wall,;, n1.tssi1·~ culur.111:<: cun·~ l l:ay;;. r~:11! • 
01hlary j)r,ijeci:1g wirw:s dec!:t:-..: an ar.:!11tectura.I hbcrallon tni.m Cu.: 
forms and inc~icatc a grol':in~ inh:rcst in authentic i.:.,ima:i das<.i,al 1L. 

Ji thl' post-Colonial manner ,;ymbolized the :\nglophilia of the h 1 
:. 

i~tg, t!ie Ro:i1a:1 Re1·ival flll:nd its patrun;; in Jeffcr~on and hi,; R,;1~ 
can~. who. in rnmantically iclentiiying t!1c new Rqdilic \'. i th the ~n. 
prototype. decreed Rqiu!Jlican archi~cctural tr ;:;is for the go1 er:::i:~:· 
building,; in \\'ashington. D.C. In '\cw York Stal~, an i~Ill'\pecll' I. 

1111i,1uc ,.x,imp!c oi the Romm I~ ·yi1·;J ap;iLarL1 m the !!rand pl:: 
l"nion Colll;;e in Schenccwcly, draw:1 i:1 1~1; by Joseph Jac',Ul' R:.~ 
trained architect and refugee fro·n 1\,·yo\u;!o::ary Francl'. Lrot~~: 
.\ m..:rica to bui'.d along the ~t.J.a·:;:enc..: the Yas~ iron tin e<:'t''. d I• 
P:irish . Ramce·5 noble dispo;;iti.,n of co!kgc building,; smrn;ncl:i : "· 
m •• :J. dominate<! b1· <t c1.:~~ic.<I roa::1ca. and tfo.nkcd by 1ir'e i'lr:-'~ 
cltn'> ha.; been uni·u~:h· onrshado·sed by Julcrson 's I.Her l'!1iv r ' 
\'irginin. t-.oma::i;.cd i'alladiani~m is iurtl:er apparent. 1ir~t, in :h< • 
Janrl Land Oiiice in Batavia, bui!L in 1801 hy Joseph Ellico:t, :hr" 
J o~··pli ';; mrn house (no\': the Coodrich House) in Duffalo, built .. in .1'. 
and in sevc:ral Gene1·a homes built in the 1 s~o's by settlers from \ 1 rg•~ • 

Bet ween 1800 and 1~\.)o, knowledge of classical Greek architecture 
seminated by such works as Stuart and Revett 's ;11iliq1i:'tics 1if :11 

came to J,e increasin;;lv applied to new buildings in I'hiladelph:l l 

' ·I · S 6 I h L · i ' Bank of th L"--:. \\'a5Jiinrton. Comp:etec 111 I ~ , Jot a.ro:Je s >< • 
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,e.; at Phi!:tc!elphia and the Lee :.Jan-ion at .\r'in::ton by Cc·orge Had-
• 1 immc. :::ia·ly raptured popular ima6ination . . \rou~ccl by the. Jackso-

. n •c\·olutio:i. tired h1· dem~cratic (!rt .. '115 d .u. >th~r l'cr:L!c.~.:1 (;.>Jelen 
~;. ~timulatci! by sy:n.p:tthy ior the con:emp >r,1r~ CrLck ~~r::~~!c ior in
·icnclence ai;ain,;t the Turk , excited by thl: r,1j,!d C< mmc:rri:d a::d in·lu;;-)~ ; 

,.j;J expansion following the opening oi the Eri1· Canal, and iortilierl with cf'~ 
~!inard LafeYer's ltfr1frr11 lfoildcr's Guide, :'.\cw York ;-,t:i;c went Crecian ~ 
-,,~1~a=vciln-eance, litcrallv l ininir the water lt'\'l'l route 1·:iJ1 rustic Par-' t7 _ n r •• ~. o . ... ~ _ 
t!:.cnons. Troy. appropriately enoi.:gh . !cd ofi i:1 1 ~~; ,.,·ith t!1c Rcn3s:+ r q

0
, • • _ • 

(L"~nty Courtl1Juse. a Sing Sing marble Tl1t -cum nuw 11nf0rtunately ·l '-~ 
. i:-hed. \\'cll-pre:=cn·ec!. howc\·cr. arc ti•" ~:;1 w I >oric ri:·,t Prc;:l.iytc:;· ·1 r 
c .. Jrch (1S30) . the ~rard\:l Iu:-:ic Fir-:t Bap:i-t Ch·:rcb 1)~•,1, :iumcr,,.:sefC...~ 
•i:.:sc;<. l::.rge a1~d ~r.d~, and ~eYcr~l bt:si~;~ss b:"c!:~. In i.~c crul~ m ;.J.(/, . . . ,. .. , 14~ 
~~:ital iour-story Done portico ot the l t1c:t "tall' Ifo~p1i.2l (1.\50-.• ~);r- . 
'\c·:: \'ork pos~c:'."CS prol.iably the grar.1kst single work lli the period. ri-
_!.:J only by RLlhert ..\iills's Patc::t 01i:~e in \\'acJ.i11g: •n . . \n Ioaic work 
: 'in'i!ar scale i,; :\'ewl.iur;;h's :\rr.erican Rt:icwned Cln.rd1 ( r S35). ln the 
·:~:ate O:iice Uuilt!in~ (no\'; the Court oi .\p;wah iluikli:ig~ . In.ill in 

J 1 ia .\11 any by !Ienry Recto:. a iashio:1al le ::'i•1g :-:;ng m.irl>lc e.':te:ior 
isc;; an i:1:t'rior notc\'.oahy io:- i~s firc-rc;;i ,; 1•1 .. ultL•d11oor, . 

1y·i;cal l~.r;,:L' re~ide::ces :'?.re c~::cr:i.l Aamn \\'.u .. ~ m •• :b'.c ho::<c ;~35) 

• O;s'.::'.;1!!. and Rose Hill. southc23t Qf t;,.n ., t. bu'lt L'i 1•.uod a!Jc::t the 
1.1~ t.rr.c. E\·c:ry hamlet h::.d its tc:::!J!e-:r, 1 i.L i cnti.. ~e. lit:' t!:c Ccne:al 

:"::c:· llo;.;se ( 1840) , in :'.'\ioha\':k . pro1·cs .: .. it the ,;yl' cot::d achiL1·e 
1bi:ity bo:.!1 in pJa:i :::1d ~ass. £specially .·n l~ir:;:: arc \'C::-:l.lCUJU ex

•• ;i!~,, t~at s::i;; the :rncient mocics o:i l:ey, <><1ch .i~ Cl i'.,!'" Foily in J{oc!1-
:cr (1S:i\ \\·i:.h its extraorc!:n:i.:-y po:-tico d ti,·e l1ux •. :·1 Ly~irrat"2!l col
"'~' . Possiblv the finest residence of the ;ic:·il•cl wt.~ BeYcn.,·nk . !J e 

... nor hous~iTiiamPaterson \'an Ren: m:1 r , lnilt in 18.~o .n i ~ '::":l.<LL 

j, nO\\=-R.ensseber. I ts well-organized pbn. ru1111•d Jctad, :mi cl!;:i'\I- f~ 
.I l1rown stucco exterior signalize the pnii..:3sional co::.pctcncc oi its 

1 
-f l 

-:;;'.ish tra:ned architect, Frederic Diancr. 
A t!:ir<l romantic rcviY:il was Gothic. Since i.hc ::itc c:,;l,~ccn;.h c~ntc:~y, 
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pointed arches, wiry pinnacles, and crude tracery had been applied sup.:,·. ,: sign in the forties.and fif~es, peddled every variant of the historic archi-
ficially to Anglican buildings which were fundamentally Georgian. Anc:. i :::-tuml styles. ~ak1~g their cue from George Harvey's romantification of 
ample of this' Georgian Gothic' was the second Trinity Church, built:J J;dng's Su~nyside .m 1835, these volumes portrayed Tudor cottages 
1733 in N cw y ork City. St.Luke's (1824), Rochester, and St.Paul's (is~;! Idi:l.Ilate v;llas, Swiss ch~I~ts, and other homes in the 'American Brack~ 
Troy, represent more successful attempts to approximate medieval for~ ! ctted Style. ~fall the bmldmgs constructed under this influence, perhaps 
In secular building, the' castellated' style derived from English Tudor cai. I the most exotic example~ a~e Renwick Castle, Syracuse, an unbelievable 
ties was preferred. Tvpical arc Colonel James ~kKay's Castle (I8J·,'.·. 

1

\ ~orman hodgepodge bmlt m 1851 by James Renwick and the p . 
J I · b F d · k E ' crs1an Buffalo, the fine \Vest Point Library (1841), and Lyndhurst, the Phi!ipR. 1 villa wh1c •re enc· :.. Church, leader of the Hudson River scho 

1 
f 

Paulding mansion, built in 1840 in Tarrytown by Alexander ]acksc~ undscape painters, m t o,·erlooking the river opposite Catskill. 
l 

. b ·1 0 0 

Davis, that prodigious peer of .eclectic architects. Hyde Park's St.Jal!'.~ I In the r85o's New York witnessed an interesting structural innovation 
Episcopal Church (1s44), designed by the amateur, Augustus Tho;;'..!.: J in the development of commercial and industrial buildings whose walls, 
Cowman, shows further improvemen~s. . . \ i:olumns, and floor beam~ were ent~rely of cast iron. The new system aimed 

It remai~ed for the.Englishman, Richard UpJ~lm, to mtrod~ce :\m~~:1 f :o secure great~r fire resistance than the prevailing masonry-wall, timber
to authentically designed and executed Gothic. In the third Tnr.:"' 

1

. l.loor construction. The ease with which the prefabricated sections were 
Church ( 1839_46) he achieved an effect of such dignity that Gothic Sl\.· ~t encouraged an unusually profuse application of ornament 
replaced Greek as the popular style. New York State is particularly rk~.. . In New York State as in the Nation, the close of the Civil \rar inauau-
Upjohn's work, outstanding examples being St.Paul's Cathedral (1b5: j rltcd an unprccc?e?ted expansion in population and industry; but des;ite 
Buffalo, and Albany's St.Peter's (1859). Especially worthy of note~:- f: l.tr~mcndous bu1ldmg bo?m, America remained an architectural province 
Upjohn's charity jobs, the board-and-batten chapels sprinkled thro·~;~ t : Europe. The restless, picturesque Victorian Gothic continued in use for 
out the State; St.Paul's (1851), K~ndcrhoo~, ~s one,..of the mostchar:11i~z Ii !Ch'Jo!s and ch.urchcs. In com~ercial and governmental buildin"s how-

Since England was the fountamhead 01 New ): ork State Gotluc. :: , c:·cr. the En~hsh l~enaissance gave '\vay to the ostentatious bo;bast of 
not strange that John Ruskin's Victorian Gothic, based on the mcdi1·\: ! .~:ipo!con III s Sec~nd Empire style, the prestige of ·~vhich ·was established 
buildinrrs of northern Italy, quickly made its appearance here. H~ ! 'Jj'·/·~e rc~onstruct10n and expansion of the Louvre, _

1
s
5
:?-68, and the 

Gothic,
0

half Romanesqu~, the Nott Memorial Library of Union Co!k;: !· r,u: cung 0 the Opera, r861-74, in Paris. 

Schenectady, built in 1858-76 by Edward Tuckerman Potter, display~i:· f ~ Xc~v _York :nthusiasti~ally developed this ne'iv mode into an e_xuberant 
salient fc;tures of the style in its polychrome masonry and polygo::... j: ;.?re.:is10~ of its econoilllc prosperity. One of the earliest Second Empire 
domed mass inspired by the Baptistry at Pisa. Calvert Vaux and fa. ·,cildings m the State was James Renwick's l\lain Hall (

1861 
__ ) t \·· __ 

' • 1 t ollng p hk . ::i , a a:isar 
crick Withers, English architects who came to America to assist An.~:'.'1 l ~,. Lo~vr oug ·eeps1e, ~somewhat ungainly and reduced brick version of 
Jackson Downing, celebrated landscape architect .of N.ewburgh,. bu:i~~ ;,.·1 

1
.... ts Ae, complete with mansard roofs, superposed orders and paYilion 

I V G h ~- .... ccn sur r 1 · • f ' 1866-72 one of the most pretentiou~ and cost y 1c.torian ot ic m~~~ ! Th • e app ication o the same elements was begun in 
1867 

by 
ments in New York, the Hudson River State Hosp)ful, north of Po.,. j. ::.r..,~mCas ~ulle~ and Augustus Laver in the incredibly expensive New York 

1 ....... c ap1tol m Alb b t th b ·1 · 
kecpsie. . . . . ., !. :~ylistic . . any, u e Ul dmg was completed with unfortunate ~ 

The pattern books of Downing and Vaux, which gwded Amencanht-..,. l admL\:tures. In Rochester, the Powers Building (l8
7
o), by An- · 

I. . ,s'J I 

. . ~~ ··" ,. ~ ~ e.J,,, ~~' y 
..... j;~,lrkr;1;·i,'.;ij~w--: . -~~r~ ·: _.,;, ,/ ~"3~~1?&i?rJ~~.-~°'1~~t~-~li-i~~~~~m·~.---~~tli}I~;::·~~ ~i: . -j '. ---.!· ~ .... ..--1iu r r-~; 111 ! t . '• -rwifimn 11r,nni~ I n: . : . ! u' / r r,) I~~ -1 ,I .J -Y.J..!J!:f 11 •. ~:.. ·n1 : i I' ' v .Ill ""'·c . ~ ; F 

. 1'11~::i;.,:01ii'· ;i:'J:W!~ ~ !J: .. ~- .:· ·re:m.li·: .J. . : mR:::::: ~:,: ..., : ;,:,,"\ r: Ji:i f:J ;/ : 1 .. i.J.~ ~~ ,[ tl. o _ ::: [ W . Ii i;; WO 1ru l i ll '~ 
1111,,:1t;.,r:.-:-.1i· '.:t."1,1:1.1.~·1""''' fr:(1 J'trst ui:Irl7~ ·1·tbf. ~ at6 rt~ ~ , • (,,,n~Vi-i • t .'i5 G:·.-;[<E. . w:zs •.Ata.': ., 

/ 
-:· · 2·-· · .. ···-·· .......... ·-·~ · 

1-+ I'" • . . -L IJ S::/ .rl-~ ~. . •i;J' f.: ... '.. L .. . 1 I . u~. :T lk'veru icJ.::. Rt:n~dat;r . 18S9·43 

1"1 \.-.-0/PV~ --,.rrvl/-~ ·.(' ·~r .B~-·v--e·~~ 
t~ .,, If 9°'/-'13 , .. 
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feudalism. Th~ Dut~h \\"est Indi:i. <:;o.mp:my parceled out the l?.n~. y·i!1g the Ci,·il \\'ar: since roo:> that imp"rtance has r!v.-:nrJlc ! steadily. 
enorm?us pat,oonsh1ps,. and the nush confirmed and extended', , young people oi today still dutiiully ~o up the ri,·cr for iamil\· rc-
manonal syslcIT\;)\lost 1 ' cast Ii k ti . ,,, 1 •n~ ' · 11i;:;: but when th<' members of the older generation die. the heir;:;: prc-

r,) l\~nssclacrswycQ'Li\·in.c:sto:1:\L1:10., \an Cortiandt :'\Ianor. and ]')."I· rri•i; to li.n'! near the ga~· _ca~inos and .bc;::c'lt'.; 'i Lon~. I :'..i:1 !, sell .the 
b_ursh. 1 he tenants who cultn·atcd these estates were rcstlc5:; undc"' ·.itt·~ or gl\·c them to thL" ~talc as public par!_;~ or to r~i1~1 1u~ or,;.1111za-
s:m1leudal s:;·stcm of long-term leases. In 1769 a real estate spcculat.r•l . a' or s~l10~1ls . So ma.ny of the places arl: IJc1ng tran.;1er:c.d to ta::-frcc 
his way to !_us lands along the :.Ioh:nrk kept a di:iry that rcwals th .. c .iics as 1~.1m•ly memorials that th: tax ln:rct:n on the rcma:n11•g propL"rty, 
r:st pen·ad111g the countryside.:\ tenant oi Philipsburgh complai de~ •:ciallY 1n the case of farmers mth small hold111gs, b becoming serious. 
his :c~: ':·~:s seY~n pou~cl:> a ~·ear for :?00 acre,; and that 'on his d~~~i~ .... ~I:\~!~ \ >:Y .. 0,111.' rs () u1:i tcs with l"S 20 f ~1·1• Tour S) . 
Sale hb_~o.1 or\ cndcc 1s obliged to pay to the Landlord one Thi 1 ., t:.J . .E l·.\5SJ·,L\U,. 1 111 . 20 .dt.,ro.t;18 P''P· , tt·c·!rn:r.dly a. 'Cj>::ir:1Le mu
V~Juc ol the Fann_for ~cnewal oi the Lease.' A little farther nortl;~n~·~ ·11>:1~~ty bu,t actually a suburb of Albany . contai;i~ rli,·i:;ion shop;; oi the 
said that he and l11s neighbors were planninrr to micrratc because th . ~- ,~1·; \ ork Central and the Boston & .\lbany i{:ti!nwk and the: water 
to pay ~e\"~:1 pounds a yc:u for 'about 1o"o acre~ inducing Rock~; :ont i~ part of :h~· l'or~ oi :\!ban~_-, u;:(·d p:trtir 1!.:r'.:: i : !ud"'r. Tkhind :J 
Mountams. w~ \\'han·cs arc tactone;; produc111g dy<·s. cht·m;ral-. len;:. an! woolen ;S 

The _h?pe of impr?\ing t~eir economic Jot made these tcn:i.nts c:. ·10<k '!'he cit\·, formed in 1897 lJy the uqinn 11i :Iv: db:c~ ,,i l~- % 
fighter,, L1. the re~)e1!10.n agamst the Crown; but the political scttlc:n::· ~·· .c,,rcenbush~-the-Hucl<on . :>t<tncs n;1 ~~0~;·1 I t.hat was 
a_fter ~he Re,·olutwn did not break up the huge estates. After tJie R .. ,' -art t>I Renssclaers1,·yck, most successful oTlhe patroo11,;h1ps. \ \J 
t1on~ 111 a mo,·c::icnt th:i.t reached its peak in the thirties and fort;~1 ~ • hJ1n CP \!LO ( opw 10--1. r.d111. ~ sc. cl·;f,fr~11 :u:rfcr r 11 _'n c), Ri,·erside St.'-
a~t 1armcrs too!: m'\:~e~ into their own hands and by the threat ·0f·i:; !. ' • · 11.of ColumiJia.; i:- a much rc:s~orcd brick '.l ,o;e!.~n:.: r.o·.1· mai;itai:1d 
tned. to prevent shcn!1s /ron.1 scn·ing e,·iction notices for nonpaymc::: s .a p:ibhc mu~eum: fhe front or .nYcr block 1~ bl'!'."' t:? t" h:iYe li<"en 
rent m arrea:s. In these ant1ren t wars' the tenants of ten disO'uiscd th- _.:t by I kn• lnck \ an l~en~selaer m r 704. sh, i:·tly '\I ! er !~e rl'c·e· 1·L l the 
selves as Indw.ns; and the old ballad relates that : 0 

•• L 1·er:?.c( tract and the t.recn Bu3h !arm irom h;~ brother k"li:.iu1. the 

!he ~oa~ w:cs sh'.::ing silver bri;:ht ; 
I he ~hcr:t! c::::ic 1;1 u~::d ui n:~:it; 
Ji1.~h 0:1 a In'! an' lndi;m' true 
Aud on I.is horn this blast he blew: 
I~::~P o~t if :he w::y, ol~ Bi:I Snyder; 
\, c !!, tar ya~r c.::.t ::.nd :c:nhcr your hide, sir. 

These outbreaks \:·ere quelled by the milit!::i; but y;ide popubr c:•:" 
proval nnd tile open111g of abundant cheap land in the \\"est cause~ t.• 
breakup of ~he lcasehol~ systc.m. The tenants turned to political act: 
~~~won t~_e1r gre~te_:;t \;ctory 111 th.e adoption o~ t~e constiw:ion of?' 
1.h1ch aboi1sh1;d all tcuc:;d tenures 111 hn<l and hm1tcd agricu1tural I~ 
to a twelve-year period. 

The industrial rernlution caused another change. in the cultural b. 
acter of ~he valley. As new fortunes were made in. finance land and st.xi 
s~ec;ulation, manufact~ring; and. trade, the Hudson V~llcy bcc:rn:~ 1 

f..sh.onablc suburb of l\ew) orl: City. EYeryonc who made money r:~i:· 
a country plr,ce where he could liYe ~n the style of the English grr..:r: 
~he <l?scenda~ts of the old landed aristocracy set the tone of Jivin~ 1r.1 
tight little society of their O\rn, to which newcomers were admitted c· 
after tl'.ey had shov:n ,\n lo~g years <?f residence that they understood a:. 
accepted the cor~e. 1.1e city mansions of these gentrv scrYed as to ~ 
ho~ses, used during the y;inter social season and \Yhcn ·business rcq1:L-:-' 
t.ha.t the. he~d of the household be near his ?fiices. ~tages,.carriagcs! b~' 
la~e.r the r.a1lio:i.ds~ and ~nally the at~ton:oIHlc pr_ondcd transportauon. 

1 he IIud ~n rc ... ched Its peak of lasl11onal.ile unportance in the de 

c.:r11on . \Yi thin arc huge hewn beams. l.'!rgt.: iirepl:?.cc:~. and 1nac.l iloor 
.r1k. Tilt' interior oi the rear wing, cre,.k•l i•1 1 ~· 2. i1 .t5tr ' ·~. !·· LOn

-_,t w;:h the l'arliL'r structure, the prngrc~5 of lia1i an •1t.ur\' : roo;1~ are 
..ire ~pa.cious, paneling is more cxtensi,·e, and douhle-hu1;g ::'a::ch sup
~:it cascnJ1•11 ts. 
~his building is abo knov:n as the 'Ya:.kcc noo/k Ilot!::'L'.' In 17:;8, 

h:!c .\bercromhic was preparing to attack Tirnn,IL"roga. I lr.Richard 
'·:cl:burd1. a Br:tish :::.rm1· surc:co:i. sat ,,., :lw Fwt Crail' 1•.-..::I curl) 

.:rhing 'the proYi:icial m.ilitia. d~ill and wrote the rkri~iw word~ oi 
unkce IJoodle,' which later became the 1~1arrhi11g ~ong oi the RcYolu-

G n:R\\"\TK, \\"ashir..::;ton A ,.e. oriposi tc in :e~-cc: :on ,.,.i Ji Eighth :-.t., 
built between 1840 and rSJ < 1.1s the ma1rnr hnu<e of \\"illiam Patcr~Q.U.... 

·· Rensselaer. younger son of Stephen \"a;i RL:~5o'L"!an. •:r•on ~hL" sub
ns1o_n of the patroonship after the latter·~ dLath in 1 S39. TIIL n1:::1sion 

~~s laid .out on a truly aristocratic scale by Frederic I>iapcr, young Eng-
~ a:-ch1tect well known for his suave Italianate Fiith :\venue 111'1.:-isions 
J Wa!i Street banks. Stucco-coYcre<l brick to approximate cut stone, 

.:-o:.d pilasters framing the triple window:>. low :it tic. and one-story l;rcek 
~.c porch produce a monumentJ.I effrct. In the interior. a 3p:1cious hall 
.th cantilevered stone stairs leads to the tine library with mahor;any 
!CS and Italianate ceiling painting in fal,;e-pcrspecti,·e. \\"illiam resided 
're only a few years after completion t•i t.hl' h11usc in ! 8-1.i.. since the 

tc \'."'1.S broken up as a result of the antirc:it war,;. The Order of 
I rancis hought the place in 1912 and establishl'J a mon:tstery ~ln· l t i;;1in- ~ 

... uool here. ~ 
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