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SIGNATURE OF GARRET Van SWERINGEN
““this 9 of decm. 1660 G. V. Sweringen®’ )

This signature, made when he was about 24, would indicate that he was tall
and vigorous, and a fair, openminded, determined znd punctual young man.
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VAN SWERINGEN-CRESAP REGISTER
o
VAN SWERINGEN NAME - HISTORIC BACKGROUNDS,

The continental home of most of the ancestors of the
Anglo-Saxons isthe land of the Old Saxons -- the Eastern parts
of the Netherlands and the North-western parts of Germany,
which is in substance the ‘‘Germania’ of Tacitus, the Roman
conqueror. A democratic people from the beginning, they long
withstood the inroads of Roman imperialism in all its forms.
Being, in name at least, and to a great extent also in substance,
conquered and subdued by Emperor Charlemagne, and incorpo-
rated in his empire, the Chiefs of Saxon clans received their
ancestral lands back in the form of Feudalities.

To satisfy the subdued Saxons and at the same time ex-
tend his empire eastward into the lands of the heathen Wends
and Slavs, Charlemagne and his successors started the eastward
movement which created Germany in the direction of the Baltic
Sea, a movement of which during the Middle Ages the militant
Prussian Knights were the champions, and which still directs
the German ambitions of our day. The Hansa and tke Hanseatic
cities and colonies represent economically what the Prussian
Knights had represented politically shortly before.

The name ‘Sweringen’ is not indigenous of north Hol-
land, but of the regions of the eastern parts of the Netherlands
and of the north-western parts of Germany, the home of the
ancient Saxons. Patronimics ending in ‘ingh’, ‘inge’, and ‘inck’,
are decidedly Saxon. They were in full use already in the 5th
century when the Saxon settlement of Britain began.

‘Sweer-ing’ means ‘son (or descendant) of Sweer’ - or,
in full, ‘Sweder’. The form, ‘‘Swederinck’’, occurs. ‘Sweringen’
means ‘‘the place of the Swering Clan’’, and ‘van Sweringen’
means ‘of Sweringen’, or ‘from Sweringen’.

We find the name ‘van Swerin’ first mentioned in the city
of Wismar, on the Baltie, about the middle of the 13th century.
Two merchants: Lambert van Swerin and Sander van Swerin,
are namead, also Hendrick van Swerin, alias Hendrick Sander’s
son, van Swerin (1255-1294)".

Wismar, Luebeck, Bremen, and Hamburg were originally
the Hansa, to which later numerous other cities were added as
one great economic unit over most of the Teutonic lands. There-
fore it need not surprise us to find the van Swering name in
Bremen after we have found it at Wismar.

innsisehie Geschichts Quellen (Haosemie Historical Sources), P12 4, 7, 8.
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On December 29, 1380, Archbishop Alkert, of Bremen,
with the consent of the Chapter of St. Ansgar, confirmed the
founding of an altar of St. Nicholas, in the Church of St. Ans-
gar, by Beata, ‘widow of Johan Sweringh, for the rest of the
souls of her deceased husbands, Conrad van Lesen and Johan
Sweringh’. This document, covering three full pages, gives de-
tails of the circumstance, the land holdings, ete., of the family
at that time. On October 8, 1893, Lady Beata added to this alter
fund. In the latin document she is called:

‘honesta domina Beata, relicta quondam Johannis Swer-
ingh, civis Bremensis, fundatrix et dotatrix perpetui beneficii
altaris beati Nicolai in ecclesia nostra predicta.’ i. e.

‘the virtuous lay Beata, derelict of the late Johannes Swer-
ingh, ecitizen of Bremen, founder and donatrix of the perpetual
altar of St. Nicholas in our above said church.’

Otto Sweringh, supposed to have been a brother of Johan
and Roeland, is mentioned as a citizen of Bremen, resident in
St. Angars Parish. Last mentioned in 1387.

From 1393 -to 1431 little of importance is found in the old
Bremen records concerning the Sweringe family. During that
period it seems Bremen’s ecclesiustic feudal Lords had greatly
increased their land holdings at the expense of the leading for-
mer landowning families of ancient Saxon stock. Many of these
families once had lands near the city. Then came a period of
compromise and members of these families lived peacefully in-
side the walls as citizens. Again in course of time, deprived of
their properties, bought this time with the profits of business
and navigation, scions of these families went Lack to the country
to live there as gentry and minor nobility. Then the Munici-
pality of the strong and rich merchant city of Bremen attempted
to do, what in previous generations, the ecclesiastic feudal Lords
had done -- by degrees acquire the lands of this rural nobility.

On August 16, 1431, several of the representing members
of this Gentry, unable to bear this any longer, seem to have com-
bined against the city of Bremen, to protect their holdings. On
that date the gentry united and espoused the cause of oné of
their number who was threatened with eviction, and declared
war on Bremen. The formal declaration has been preserved in
the ‘Bremen Documents’ (Vol. 5, No. 464), as follows:

‘Wetet, Her Borgermester unde Rad, Ampte und Copman,
und gy gansen Meynheyt der Stat to Bremen, dat wy, Luder van
Alden, Clawessone, Johan van Sweringen, Johan van Hollege,
Tydeke Bockholt, Johan Mawroters, Egbert Rorekersse, Johan
Dregena, Hanneken Sokewort, Herman Wyntmole, Dyderick
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It was out of these struggles that the Dutch Republic wus
born. First a mere seven of the old seventeen United Burgundian
Netherlands, which had grown out of variously titled feudal
prineipalities, the Duteh Republie eventvally freed itself from
the Burgundian Lords who had become kings of Spain, and even
captured part of the trade, the riches, and the vast Spanish
Colonial Empire.

This war of Independence, begun in 15€8, had its first
great and lasting success in the founding of the Dutch Republic
in 1584. The truce with Spain in 1609 confirmed the hard-earned
freedom. The war, reassumed after a twelve year truce (1609-
1621), gained for the new Republic a Colonial Empire overseas.
In East and West Duteh Colonies were founded.

Through the Dutech Colonial armies, the Fleet, and the
Merchant Companies, thousands of Dutch found their way to
distant lands, including America. They were a freedom-loving,
aggressive people. In 17th century Dutch life the Huguenots
and the North-western Germans played important roles. The
latter were of Saxon stock and in language and culture closer to
the Dutch than to the High Germans. These two groups were
in large measure responsible for Duteh colonial successes.

In these circles we may expect to find the immediate an-
castry of Gerrit van Sweringen, the New Netherlander (1636-
1698), progenitor of the family of this name in North America.
An initial, and as yet only superficial search in European sources
has furnished us a few points whichmay prove stepping-stones
toward a complete bridging over of the space between Gerrit
and his madieval, undoubtedly Hanseatic, ancestors.

One Johannes Sweringe (born about 1560), resident of
Westphalia, appears in a document of Septemker 12, 1607, issued
by the Lord-Bishop of Munster in Westphalia against Protest-
ants of his secular domain, whom he suspected and promptly
accused of Anabaptist revolutionary tendencies, such as had
been practiced at Munster in 1534. Accusations of this kind,
and subsequent persecutions, were not uncommon in this Bishop-
ric in the first quarter of the 17th century. It caused many
protestant families to seek shelter in the Netherlands and in
other lands.

When the peace of Westphalia, concluded at Munster in
1648, ended the Dutch-Spanish and the thirty years war in Ger-
many, many discharged soldiers sought employment in over-seas
colonies of the Dutch East and West India Companies. The
Dutch Colonies in America drew many to these shores.



The van Sweringens in America.
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New Amstel, 8th of December, 1659.
Sweringen was married at New Amstel to

Barbarah de Barrette, about 1659. This lady, of French descent,
was born at Vallenciennes, formerly a city in the Walloon section
of the old Seventeen United Netherlands, and later of the sub-
dued Spanish Netherlands, still later of France. She was there-
fore a Huguenot. Valenciennes, following the one-time strong
Liberty Party, all Calvinists there, was the first city in the
Netherlands to rebel against Spanish tyrany in 1567. After the
cruel punishment of this rebellion the remaining Valenciennes
Calvinists, mostly weavers of special fabrics, settled, for the
greater part, in such cities as Southampton, Cantarkury, T
London. The records of these Netherland Calvinist settlements

have been published by the Huguenot Society of London.

In the latter part of 1660 Gerrit and his wife returned to
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Some years later Gerrit wrote an account of the Dutch
Sattlements on the Delaware River, which acecount was probably
for the Maryland Council to be used as evidence in the boundary
dispute between Lord Baltimore and William Penn. The docu-
ment was executed May 12, 1684, ‘at a council at Matapany
Sewall, in the Province of Maryland,’ and the Jurat described
Gerret as being ‘of the City of St. Maries, gent, aged eight
and forty yearsor taizraabouts,. Quoting from this document:

‘The Company [Wesr India] being soe indelted to the Ciny of
Amsterdam [Holland] as to the setting out of a man of warr in reducing
the South River [Delaware] into theire possession zgaine thcy were re-
solved to make sale of their said title unto the said Citty. . . .

In fine, the Ciny of Amsterdam were made Lords and Pations
of Coilony. ... A ship cilled the Prince Maurice was provided to goe
to the said Colony, a Governor and Council appointed, and a company
of soldiers consisting of about sixty men put aboard, and [ myselfe was
made supracargoe over the said ship and goods. The passengers
coming into Dalawar in a ship called the Beaver, hired at New York after
the ship Prince Maurice was lost. This was the 25th day of April, 1657,
when we took possession of the fort now called New Castle, and the
soldiers of the West India Company quitted the same.

After New Amsterdam was surrendered to the British in
1664, Sir Robert Curr was sent to demand the surrender of New
Amstel. Of this Gerret wrote:

The Furt and Country was brought under submission by Sir Robert
Carr as deputed with two shipps to that intent. Sir Robert Carr did
protest often to me that he did not come as an enemy, but as 2 friend
demanding onely in friendship what was ye Kirgs right in that Country,
There was taken from the Citty and inhabitants thereabouts one hundred
sheep, and thirty or forty horses, fifiy or sixty cows and oxen, the number
of sixty or seventy negroes. ... and the estate of the Governor and
myself, except some house stuffe, and a negro I gott away, and some
other movables Sir Robert Carr did permit me to sell.

It is said of him that after the surrender of the Colony to
the British he publicly broke his sword across his knee, and

throwing it to right and left, renounced all allegiance to the
Dutch authorities.

Shortly after the surrender Gerret moved to Maryland. In
April, 1669, he, his wife, and two children, on their petition to
Lord Baltimore, were naturalized by act of the General Assembly
held at St. Marys in that province. The importance of this move

will be recognized when it is stated that ownership of land was
restricted to British subjects.
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Supplementary and Miscellany

For the genealogy of the Cresap-van Sweringen descendants
the reader is referad to ‘The History of the Cresaps’, where the
descendants are listed as far as data could be obtained. A rough
estimate is that more than one-half of the Cresap descendants
are also van Sweringen descendants. It would require a fair
sized volume to list them. On the preceding page the intermar-
riages are given, with the page in the ‘History’ where they are
recorded. The purpose of the foregoing rages has been to record
the antecedents of the van Sweringen-Cresap lineage.

Also, the reader is refered to u ‘Family Register of Gerret
van Sweringen and Descendants - Compiled by a Member of the
Family - second edition, 18¢4.” The Preface is signed and dated:
‘H. H. S., Washington, 1894.” We presume this book is now out
of print; the copy we have was loaned by a deseendant. We
quote from the Preface:

In the preparation of this edition of the Family Register I am
indebted for information other than that penaining to their respective
families to Judge Basil 5. Ramsey, of Plattsmouth, Neb.; to Mr.
Eldred M. Swearingen, of Tu-kegee, Ala.; to Mr. Archibald Means,
of Peru, Iil.; to Miss Emma V. Mullen, of Washington, D. C.; and
to Lizatenuat James C. Cresap, of the United States Navy. Lieu-
tenant Cresap furnished the information, gathered from the State
Archives at Annapolis, Md., shewing that our first American ances-

- tor was Thomas. Tu the lute Mr, Henry B. Swearingen, of Circle-
villte, O., belongs the credit for making it possible fot this genealogy
to be published. In 1841 he gathered of old men of the family nzme
in Misyland and elsewhere information showing the genealogical
lines from G:rret down to many of his descendants.

One Hendrick Sweringe appears to Lave keen in New Neth-
erland before Gerret. He, his wife and two children and a man
servant were on Manhattan in 1657, and are mentioned in a list
of the names of sarvivors of the 1655 massacre by the Indians
on Staten Island. Two of the children of Hendrick and his wife,
Egbertje Jans (i. e. Jan's or Hohan's daughter), were baptised
in the Dutch Reformed Church of New Amsterdam, on Man-
hattan. They were: Johannes, tap. Jan. 20, 1€5€, with Sponsor,
Dirckje Jans, who may have been the mother’s sister; and Styn-
tje (i. e. Christiana), bap. Nov. 28, 1657, Sponsors were Pieter
Jansen, Gerrit Hendricksen and Jjannetje Hendricks. The latter
two were probably brother and sister, children cf ore Hendrick.
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THE RAILROAD MAGNATES

While m i
any of the van Sweringen descendants have achieved
it remained for Oris P,

PETITION FOR NATURALIZATION OF
GARRET VAN SWERINGEN AND OTHERS

At a General Assembly begun and held atw St. Marys in the
Province of Maryland, die Apriles, Cacily. Sc. A. ). 1669.

To the Right Hon, the Lord Proprietary of the Province of Maryland
and Avalon Lord Baron of Baltimore:

, The humble peticon of Garrett Vansweringen, Barbarah de Bar-
rette, wife of the said Garrett. Elizabeth Vansweringen, and Zacharizs
Vansweringen, children of the said Garrett and Barbarah. Robert Roe-
and, Jean Jourdaine, John Vanheock, Charles de le Roche, and Peter
Johnson, all resydants and inhabitants of this Province.

Humbly sheweth unto your Lordship, that your peticoner Garreut
Vansweringen was born in Beemsterdam, in Holland, under the dominion
of the States General of the United Provinces. Barbarah de Barrette in
Valenchene, in the Torr- Cocentryes belonging to the King of Spayne.
Elizabeth Vansweringen in Newamstel in Delaware Bay, then under the
dominion of the said States Generall. Zacharias Vansweringen there also.
Issac De Barrette at Harlem, in Holland aforesaid, Jean Jourdaine at
Ravan in the kingdom of France, John Vanheock in the collony of Vir-
ginia, under the dominion of his Majesty of G. Britain, Chartles de le
Roch within the kingdom of France, and Peter Johnson in the kingdom
of Sweden, and your peticoners, being now removed into this Province,
by and upon confidence of your Lordship’s declaration of the second of
July, one thousand six hundred and forty nine. Whereby you did empower
your governor to grant lands unto any persons of French, Dutch, Spanish,
Swedish, or other foreign descent in the same in as ample manner and
upon the same terms and provisoes as he was impowered to grant lands
te any person of British or Irish descent, and during their said abode
within this Province your peticoners have beene alwayes faithful and
obedient unto your Lordship’s lawes: yett for that your peticoneis are not
of British or Irish descent, they cannot take benefitt of the lawes and cus-
tomes of this province and others, the good people of this province of

British and Irish descent may to their great losse, prejudice, and hinder-
ance as alsoe to the deterring of divers others of the foreigne nations
aforesaid by coming into this province with useful artificers and han_di-

[y

crafts men, .
May it therefore please your Lordship of your abundant goodness
and wonted care of and over this province, that it may be ordained and
enacted by the Right Hon. The Lord Proprietary of this province, by and
with the advice of the upper and lower house of this present General
Assembly that your Lordships humble peticoners . . . . shall be adjudged,
reputed and taken as natwrall borne people of this province of Magyland
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and alsoe that they and every one of them shall and may henceforth by
the same authority be enabled and adjudged to all intents and purposes
able to demand, challenge, aske, have, hold, and enjoye any lands tenne-
ments, hereditaments, and rents within this province as heirs to any of
their ancestors by reason of any descent in fee simple or fee tayle, gene-
rall or speciall, or remainder upon any fee tayle, general or special, or
come ro them or any of them, by any descent in fee simple, fee tzyle pen-
eral or special, or remainder upon any estate tayle as aforesaid or by any
other lawful conveyance, or conveyances whatsover, as if they and every
one of them had been born within this our province or were of British or
Irish descent as aforesaid and alsoe that they and every one of them from
henceforth may and shall be able to prosecute, maintain, and avow, justi-
fy and defend all manner of accounts, suits, plaints and other demands
whatsoever, as freely, liberally, frankly, fully, lawfully, and securely as
if they and every one of them had been naturally born within this prov-
ince of Maryland or were of British or Irish descent and as any other
person or persons naturally born within this province, or of British or
Irish descent, may anyways lawfully doe any laws, provisoe, act, or cus-
tome of this province, or other thing whatsoever, had, made, ordayned
or done within this province to the contrary thereof in any wise to the
contrary notwithstanding.

These petitioners were granted naturalization by act of the General Assembly,
April, 1669. The ‘Application® was copied from Liber W. H. & L., folios 39 and 40,
old record books, Province of Maryland. The ‘Act of Naturalization®, Ibid. folio 127.

All of the material on Naturalization copied, Sept. 16, 1903, by Murian Scott
Franklin, nineth in descent from Garret Van Sweringen, from a paper printed in 1792
by order of Captain Harry van Sweringen.





