
OCCGS REFERENCE ONL y 

The Vincent Ancestors 
of Canada's first 
native-born governor general 
By P hyllis E. Owen 

Phyllis E. (Mrs. J. 8.) Owen, whose resea rch into her own Vincent family 
began a nuniber of years ago, is one of the Ontario Genealogical Society's 
most distant 1nembers. She Lives in Peace River, Alberta. H er analysis of 
the Vincent family should prove of value to future historians seeking the 
antecedents of one of Canada's most famous and widely respected citizens. 

GENERATION 1 
J ea n (John) ' Vin cent came to Ame ri ca in 1687 wi th his wife Susann e 

Nuquerque and setLled in New York Cily, as we know it to be called now. 
To s how some interesting inter-re lationships, I will list certa in facts given 
in t he Huguenot Proceedings, as com piled by Mr. Edward S. Walers (see 
notes a nd bibliography at t he end of t his article). On 1 September 1689, J ean 
Vincent and Susanne, ''sa femme", appear as sponsors at the baptism of' 
Susanne, "fi lle de Francois Basset, absent, el de Marie M adeleine Nuquer­
que, sa fem me." And aga in: "O n April 22, 1701, John Vincent , Merchant 
and his wife Susannah convey to Madeleine Pelletreau, wid. of J ohn (Pelle­
t reau) dec'd., Merchant, for 350 pou nds, a ll t hat house, la nd , etc., situate 
on the Broadway West, between the house of' the widow of' John Minerson 
on the north, and of Mr. Wm. Parker on t he sout h, the Easl encl fron t ing 
on t he N ew Street, etc." Baird t e lls us (Vol. 1, p. 306) t hal Madeleine 
Vincent, wife of J ea n Pe llet reau, was born at St. Marti ns a nd that he r 
brothers were J ean and L' rancois, sailmakers. Francois came with his wife 
Anne Guerry and children Anne and Francoise. (We learn from various 
wi lls lhat there were other childre n ). A sis ter to J ea n , Madel e in e and 
Francois, named Esther, a lso came to America and is mentioned as "my 
sister Esther D avid (al ias Vincent)" in Madeleine Pe ll etreau's wi ll , where 
a lso a re mentioned "my brother John Vincent ... children of my brot her 
Francis Vin cent ... brother-in-law .John David ... ". (Proved 20 September 
1702). 

On 21 Apri l 1705, J ohn Vincent, leather dresser, buys of' Danie l Honan, 
land by Maiden Lane S lip. On 26 J a nuary, l698-99, John Vincent, Merchant 
... makes his wi ll giving his property to his wife Susanna, his sole executrix. 
If she marry again, lo have one ha lf, and his children th e olher; Lhe eldest 
Lo have 10 pounds over a nd above his brothers and sisters as his birthrigh t. 
John Vincent died in l705 and his wi ll was proved 4 September 1705. That 
year, his widow havin g declined adm inis tration, it was granted to his 
brother Francis on 4 December. "On Dec. 12, his widow Susanna and Levi, 
eldest son a nd heir of t he said John , do se ll to Peter DeMi ll l'or 125 pounds 
t he lot on the S.W. side of the slip at the encl of Maiden Lane in Queen 
Street, bought of Dan H onan .. . " At this point we now know t hat Levi1 

was the eldest son and heir of John Vincent.. Mr. Waters shows that he 
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believes there were six children born to John and Susanna Vincent. 

GENERATION 2 
Levi2 (b 10 April 1676 in France; d 1763 in Newark Twp, Essex Co., N.J.) 

married Esther (Hester) DeVeaux, daughter of Frederick' and Esther 
(Tournier) DeVeaux of Harlem, N.Y. (There are variant spellings of the 
surname DeVeaux-DeVoose, DeVoe, DeVoorse, duVoix, and also of the 
surname Tournier-Terneur ). Levi came to America at 11 years of age with 
his parents. His name often appears in the register of the French Church 
of New York, as sponsor in baptisms, the first being that of the baptism of 
his sister Elizabeth (b 27 December 1692, and hap 1 January 1693. His 
parents' names appear often in the books before that time. Levi's name is 
sometimes spelt "Liuve" and many such phonetical spellings are evident 
throughout the early records as the following will show: 

Taken from Dutch Records, 10 February 1706: John Vinsang, Jr., 
and Lea de Vow, to baptise Anna, witnessed by Levi Finsang, 
Johannis Dykman, Anna Vinsang h.w. (wife of) James Manny. 

We observe here some family connections. In the De Vaux Genealogy, 
Esther is mentioned as the wife of Levi Vincent. Her date of birth is given 
as 8 May 1680. Nothing more is given on this couple in that book, but it 
is interesting to note several other things. An older sister Rachel is married 
to Johannes Dykman (Dyckman) in 1702. Note the mention of his name 
in the foregoing baptism of Anna in 1706. While Mr. Waters is unable to 
identify this child Anna, I believe her to have been Anne Naudain (Norlin) 
who was born that year to Susanna De Veaux and her husband Andrew 
N audain. Susanna was a sister of Rachel and Esther De Veaux. One more 
point-the Anna Vinsang, who is shown as the wife of James Manny, was 
the daughter of Francois and Anne (Guerry) Vincent. (Baird, Vol. 2, p. 38-
bearing in mind that "Jacques" is translated into English as "James".) This 
Anne or Anna was widowed before 1720 when she married a man by the 
name of Gilbert and is mentioned in her father's will of 1733 as "my daugh­
ter Anne Gilbert". 

About the year 1707, it is thought that Levi2 and his wife Esther moved 
to Newark T~wnship, Essex County, New Jersey. No reason is given, but 
on consultat10n once more with the DeVeaux Genealogy, we see that 
Rachel and her husband Johannes Dyckman moved to Hackensack, N.J. 
Perhaps property was offered for sale at a good price. While Hackensack 
is not in Essex County, N.J., it does bring to mind that those early residents 
thought nothing of moving great distances and establishing homes in new 
areas. 
~h~le referen~e is being made to the De Veaux family, I would like to 

brmg m somethmg that may not be relevant to the descendants of Levi2 

Vincent, but it does give me an opportunity to remark on how it was that 
I began this research into the Vincent connections. Another sister of Esther 
DeVeaux, named Dinah (b 1694) m Lewis2 Guion and had several children 
one of whom was also named Esther (Hester b 1715 ). This Hester Guio~ 
m Charles Vincent, a blacksmith of Eastchester and later of New Rochelle, 
N.Y. I have long been trying to find the connecting link between these two 

4 . 
l\ tr '1 · .... '· .... , .. ...•. . ... 

y I' 1 I~ ( ) ·-:: \I If ., . v . ; .·· 1 '-1: '\ { 'i ··~.. : (. •\ . • \ 
" . . ~ ',_ i .J .< ., 1 r · · ' \, ·. t J ) 1 r f ! • I • • '• ' { : 
"~/ ',,:~. ·:.:I.• : ·• t .: . t.·. ·.·.··.".·••. . ' . ;,: ·.. . ~ ~ .. · •. • l •.' _. \ i t ·.,,/ 

• . •. ! : · ;~ j o·~ i \ 'l I •. ~ 
\i .-'' .,·:~.)1.., .Jt·i .1~·~ 1r · 



families of Vincents, for it seems as if there might have been such a link 
in those early years, but thus far it has escaped me. My own Vincent line 
goes back into Westchester County, N.Y., to the town of Eastchester also, 
to a Leonard Vincent (b c 1690) whom Hannah VanKortryk. This Leonard 
was a brother of the father of Charles (whom Hester Guion). They were 
descendants of another Charles Vincent who settled at Yonkers, N.Y. 
before 1675 when he is mentioned in the will of George Tibbetts of that 
year-that George owed him money. In 1698 Charles is of Fordham with 
four children: Charles, Leonard, Susanne and Bettie and that his wife's 
name is Elizabeth. This Charles Vincent was in America earlier than was 
Jean, Madeleine, Francois and Esther but it seems a mystery to me how 
close their paths were in the early years, yet without an obvious link. But 
back to the next generation of the descendants of Jean1 and Levi2 Vincent. 

GENERATION 3 
John3 (b 26 January 1709 on the same farm where his father died in 

Newark Twp, Essex Co., N.J.) He m 1 December 1733 Elizabeth Doremus 
who was b 13 July 1711, d 11 Feb 1788. John died 24 February 1801. He was 
the only child given in the record compiled by Bishop Boyd Vincent in "Our 
Family of Vincents." It is said that Elizabeth could not speak English and 
that John could not speak Dutch. We presume that Elizabeth made the 
concession and learned to speak English. They had nine children and 
Cornelius" was the eldest son and second child in the family. 

GENERATION 4 
Cornelius" (b 15 April 1737 at Bloomfield, N.J., d 16 July 1812 at Milton, 

Pennsylvania). He m Phoebe Ward (b 8 April 1740) in November 1756. In 
1772, the family consisting of John 3

, his wife, their sons Cornelius" and 
Peter with sons-in-law Timothy Williams and Samuel Gould, removed to 
Northumberland County, Pennsylvania, near the present town of Milton. 
(It is not recorded which daughters married these sons-in-law. However, 
mention is made that afterwards the sons-in-law moved to Cayuga Co., 
N.Y.). 

An interesting account is given in "Our Family of Vincents" about 
Cornelius and his sons Daniel and Methuel5 and certain of the neighbors, 
as well as John3 and his wife (who were, by this time aged, and she a cripple) 
being at Freeland's Fort on Warrior Run, Pa., when a party of Indians in 
1779 surprised them and killed two young men. Several days later, the Brit­
ish and Indians together, this time, appeared and after a short exchange of 
fire, some of the Vincents were taken prisoner. Cornelius and his sons were 
among the prisoners and were marched off to Quebec and remained 
prisoners until the end of the war. The women and the aged were set free, 
and John and his wife and the younger children in Cornelius' family found 
their way back to New Jersey to await the return of the prisoners. It is said 
that Daniel'ss wife did not recognize her husband on his return, until he 
called her name. He had been only 19 when they were married-the year 
he was taken prisoner. He was a man with a beard on his return three years 
later. The family all returned to the Milton area. 
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GENERATION 5 
Bethuel• (b 3 June 1762, d 30 April 1837, Mi lton, Pa.) was the third in 

a family of nine chi ldren, a lthough only eight lived to maturity. Hem first, 
Martha Himrod on 1 January 1788. S he bore a ll his children, and d 10 
August 1806. He m second Margaret Hayes on 26 January 1808. She cl at 
Milton, Pa., 12 February 1820. Martha Himrod was the daughter of Simon 
Ludwig Himroth (Himrod). He was b 12 October 1764, cl 10 August 1806. 
Bethuel a nd Martha had eight children. 

GENERATION 6 
John Himrocl• Vincen t (b 20 April 1798 at Milton, Pa., cl 13 August 1873 

at Erie, Pa.) m first in Demopolis, Alabama on 6 September 1829 Mary 
Raser (b 30 July 1803, cl 16 February 1852). They had four children. H e 
married second Ann Richards. It is not told how John H. Vincent• went to 
Alabama, but in 1837 he returned to live near Milton, and thence to Erie, 
Pa. It is not said which year J.H. Vincen t married his second wife, Ann 
Richards, but the marriage took place at Erie, Pa. They lived in Chicago 
in later life. 

John Heyl Vincen t' was born in Tuscaloosa, Alaba ma, 23 February 1832, 
t he son of John Himrod Vincent and Mary Raser. An ordained preacher, 
he was a co-founder of the Chautauqua Movement fot popular education 
in the U.S., a nd founder and cha ncellor of Chautauqua Literary and Scien­
tific Circle in New York State in 1878. He was elected Bishop of the Meth­
odist Episcopal Church in 1888 and, after spending some years in Zurich, 
Switzerland, retired to Chicago in L904. He died there on 9 May 1920. 
Bishop Vincent married on 10 Nove mber 1858 E lizabeth D usenbury, 
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daughter of Henry Dusenbury of Por tvill e, New York. His so n, Geor ge 
Edgar Vincent• (1864-1941) was President of the University of Minnesota 
1911-1917 and resigned from that post to become President of the Rocke­
feller Foundation 1917-1929. 

GENERATION 7 
Anna Dobbins Vincent' was t he fourth child of the second marriage. She 

married, in Erie, Pennsylvania, on 17 March 1886 Chester Daniel Massey 
of T oronto, Canada, son of the well known industrialist and philanthropist 
Hart Almerin Massey, founder of Massey -Harris Company Limited. 
Chester Daniel Massey had been born in Halidmand Township, On tario on 
17 June 1850. As a young man, he was interested in educational and chari­
table projects and he met his future wife through his participation in the 
Chau tauqua Movement, then headed by her ha lf brother, Rev. John Heyl 
Vincent. Mr. a nd Mrs. Chester Massey made t heir home in Toronto and 
he became presiden t of Massey-Harris in 1901. According to Eric Art hur's 
Toronto, No Mean City Vincen t, Street in Toronto was named for Anna 
Vincent Massey . Sh e died of a ppendi citis wh ile on a vis it in London, 
England, on 11November1903. S he h ad been a member of the Metro­
politan Church in Toronto a n d, in her memor y, her husband bu il t and 
furn ished a parsonage for that church. T he building, completed in 1907, is 
at the sou theast corner of Bond and Shu ter Streets. It is now call ed Memo­
rial House and contains the church offices, a cha pel and other facilit ies. 
Chester Massey was married seco ndl y to Margaret Phelps. He di ed in 
T oronto on 2 June 1926 and was buried beside h is first wife in a private 
mausoleu m in Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Toronto. During his li fetime, the 
Massey fami ly gave to the University of Toronto the magnificent building 
named Hart H ouse in honor of Chester Massey's father. In 1918 there was 
incorporated the Massey Foundation which has continued to make impor­
tant contributions to the cu ltural li fe of Canada, among t hem Massey 
College, University of Toronto. In his memoirs, Chester Massey's son, Rt. 
Hon. Vincen t Massey, related that George Edgar Vincent•, then president 
of th e Rockefeller Foundation in New York, played a key part in persuading 
Chester Massey to set u p the Massey Foundation. Ann a Vincent and 
Chester Massey had two sons. 

GENERATION 8 
1. Cha rles Vi nce nt M assey•, born in Toronto 20 Februa ry 1887, was 

kn own in later li fe by his middl e na me, Vincent. Informatio n is read il y 
available regarding the li fe a nd accomplishments of our first native-born 
Governor General, and I sha ll not deal with those facts here. He married 
in Kingston, Onta rio in June 1915, Alice Stu ar t Parkin , one of the four 
daughters of Sir George Parkin, K.C.M.G., of Salisbury, New Brunswick. 
Alice was born in Freder icton, N.B ., and died 29 July 1950 at her home, 
Batterwood, near Port Hope, Ontario. Rt. Hon. Vincent Massey died in 
London, England on 30 Decem ber 1967. A state funeral was held from 
Christ Church Cathedral, Ottawa, on 3 J anua ry 1968, followed by burial 
beside his wife and his son Lionel Massey• in t he churchyard of historic St. 
Mark's Anglican Church, Port Hope. Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Massey had two 
sons. 

7 



2. Raymond Hart Massey0 was born in Toronto on 30 August 1896 and 
is an internationally known actor on stage, screen, and televison. After 
living in England for a number of years, he moved to the United States and 
became a citizen of that country in March 1944. He now lives in Beverly 
Hills, California, but has continued to be a trustee of the Massey Founda­
tion. Raymond Massey married firstly in London, England on 6 June 1921 
Margery (Peggy) Fremantle, daughter of Admiral Sir Sydney Fremantle. 
By this marriage, which ended in divorce in 1929, Raymond Massey has a 
son, Geoffrey Massey9

, an architect practising in Vancouver, and a trustee 
of the Massey Foundation. On 12 November 1929, Raymond Massey 
married Adrianne Allen, daughter of Charles D. Allen of Manchester, an 
actress on the London stage. Following his divorce from Miss Allen he 
married on 10 July 1939 Dorothy Ludington Whitney, daughter of Dr. 
Nelson Amos Ludington. By his marriage to Adrianne Allen, Raymond 
Massey is the father of two notable figures of the British theatre. Daniel 
Raymond Massey' was born in London 10 October 1933 and has appeared 
in various stage and screen roles. On 30 September 1961 he married the 
actress Adrienne Corri, but this couple has been divorced. 

Anna Raymond Massey', born in Thakenham, Sussex on 11 August 1937 
made her stage debut in the West End of London in The Reluctant 
Debutante in 1955. She has a son by her 1958 marriage to the English actor, 
Jeremy Brett (ne Huggins), from whom she is now divorced. 

GENERATION 9 
1. Lionel Chester Vincent Massey', elder son of Rt. Hon. Vincent Massey, 

was born in Toronto 2 July 1916. He served as Private Secretary during his 
father's term as Governor General 1952-1959. H then joined the staff of the 
Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto and was Associate Director at the time 
of his death in Toronto on 28 July 1965. He is buried in St. Mark's Church­
yard, Port Hope. Lionel Massey married at Ottawa 15 June 1946, Lilias 
Evva Ahearn Van Buskirk, daughter of Thomas Franklin Ahearn of 
Ottawa, President of the Ottawa Electric Railway Company. He had three 
daughters: Jane Alice Vincent Massey'0

, Evva Nora Vincent Massey'0 and 
Susan Maude Vincent Massey'0

• 

2. Hart Parkin Vincent Massey', younger son of Rt. Hon. Vincent 
Massey, was born in Toronto in 1918. He is an architect now living near 
Port Hope, Ontario, and a trustee of the Massey Foundation. Among other 
buildings, he designed the Library of the University of Toronto Law School 
on Queen's Park Crescent. He is married to Melodie Willis-O'Connor, 
daughter of Colonel Henry Willis-O'Connor of Ottawa, long-time A.D.C. at 
Government House. Hart Massey has a son, Jonathan Hart Vincent 
Massey. 
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VI NCENT FAMILY occas REFERENCE ONL ~· 
Heraldic Genealogy 
in Canada 

Col. Strome Galloway, editor of 
H era/d1y in Canada, and author of 
this presenta lion, traces the 
deveopment of herald1y in Canada 
from the French regime to the 
present day--and notes his hop es 
for its future development in this 
country. The paper presented here 
is a condensation of his address to 
the 1972 seminar of the Ontario 
Geriealogical Society held in 
Ottawa last May. 

My presentation has been advert ised as "Heraldic Genealogy in Canada, 
Past a nd Present." I would like to enlarge t he t i t le by ch a ngin g it t o 
"Herald ic Genealogy in Canada, Past, P resent and Future." I think this is 
most impor ta nt. H er a ldry is a n a ncient ma t t er. It is a lso a n up-to-d ate 
matter; but, if it is to grow and flower as part of our living cul ture, t hen 
we mus t not forget its fu ture. Besides, it is obvious th at it is going to have 
a fu ture in Canada-despite the curren t disin terest of t hose very people 
who should, by virtue of their publ ic offi ce, see to it that it does. 

Genealogy a nd hera ldry are kindred subj ects . The genea logist is not 
necessarily interested in hera ldry. But the herald ist can hardly avoid the 
genealogical side of his hobby or profession. Wi thout genealogy, herald ry 
ma kes litt le sense. 

Rev. Dr. Rokeby-Thomas points out that" .. . hera ldry is not essentia l 
to genealogy in the majori ty sense, fo r the reason t hat on ly a very li mited 
nu mber of people have heraldic chievements. Genealogy, however, is essen­
t ial to heraldry. Not only to heraldry as a n art, or in its science of design, 
bu t for records and for determining who has the right to inherit arms." 

Genealogy, I suppose, can be said to be large ly the pu rsuit of a ncestors 
and collaterals, a nd their ma rsha lli ng on paper, or between book-cov zrs, fo r 
the purpose of assembling a ll the members of one's own fa mily, dead or 
a live, that one can, if not in the flesh, t hen at least in prin t. T he surname 
is the big clue, t he clue that leads us to searching vital tatistics, legal docu-
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The family of Reverend John Vincent ( 1792-1854) 

John VINCENT, son of Richard and Martha Vincent, was 
born about 1792 [ 1828 NSW census). He was baptised 

f privately on 6 April 1792 and was received into the church 
of the parish of Chalcombe [Chacombe] , Northamptonshi re, on 
I September 1795 [certificate with o rdination papers -
Hampshire record office] . Chacombe is a village 4 miles north 
east of Banbury. 

He is not recorded as attending either Oxford or Cambridge 
universities. In 18 16, he was living in Dorchester, Dorset, and 
from the beginning of 18 18 on Je rsey in the Channel Islands. At 
Winchester, Hampshire, he was ordained deacon in 1820 and 
priest in 182 1 . 

Prior to his ordination as deacon, he obtained a testimonial 
addressed to "The Hon""' and Right Reverend Father in God, 
Brownlow Lord Bishop of W inchester" from Rev. Evan DAVIES, 
Rector of All Saints, Dorchester, Dorset, dated 27 November 
18 19, recommending him and certifying that from I October 
18 16 to I January 18 18 the Rev. Davies knew him in Dorchester. 
He obtained another in similar terms from three clergymen in 
Jersey, Channel Islands: 

"Whereas John Vincent resident in the Island of 
Je rsey desiring to be admitted to t he holy o rder o f 
deacon hath requested our letters testimonial of his 
laudable life and integrity of manners to be granted to 
him; We whose names are underwri tten do testy by 
these presents, that the aforesaid John Vincent from 
January I st day 1818 to N ovember 30th day 18 19 of our 
personal knowledge, hath led his life piously, soberly, and 
honestly, hath diligently applied himself to the study of 
good learning, and hath not (so far as we know) held or 
published anything but what the C hurch of England 
approves of and maintains; and moreover we think him 
worthy to be admitted to the holy order of deacon. In 
witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our 
names the 30th day of November in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and nineteen." 

This was signed by Edw. DUPRE, rector o f St Helier, G. 
BERTRAM, rector of St Martin and another rector whose details 
are unreadable in photocopy [Winchester ordination papers -
Hampshire record office. 

Rev. C. DUMARESQ offered employment and wrote to the 
Bishop: "These are to certify to your Lordship that I Clement 
Dumaresq Rector of the parish of St Mary's jersey and your 
Lordship's d ioceses of Winchester, do hereby nominate and 
appoint John Vincent to perform the office of a curate in my 
church of St Mary's aforesaid and do promise to allow him the 
yearly sum of £30 for his maintenance in the same, and to 
continue him to officiate in my said church until he shall be 
otherwise provided of some ecclesiastical preferment, unless by 
fault of him committed he shall be lawfully removed from the 
same. And I do solemnly declare, that I do not fraudulent ly give 
this certificate only to intitle the said John Vincent to receive 
holy orders, but with a real intention to employ him in my said 
church according to what is before expressed. W itness my hand 
this 30th day of November in the year of our Lord, one thousand 
eight hundred and nineteen." [Winchester ordination papers -
Hampshire record office]. 

A certificate, signed by the rector and churchwardens of St 
Helier dated 7 December 18 19, says notice was given that Jo hn 
Vincent, "an inhabitant of this Parish", was offering himself for 
ordination as a resu lt of which "no objections have come to their 
knowledge for the which he ought not to be ordained" 
[Winchester ordination papers - Hampshire record office). 

A cover note to the ordination pape rs reads "Publ ic 
Ordination 26 March 1820 - D [eacon] - John Vincent a literate 
Person - Nomination to the Cure of St Mary in jersey. Stipend 
£30". 

On 5 February 182 1, Edw. DUPRE, rector of St Helier, G. 
BERTRAM, rector of St Martin, and Ph ili p DUPRE, recto r of St 
John, addressed a testimonial to the Bishop of Winchester in 
similar terms to the earli e r ones [it looks as though this was a 
pro-fo rma] recommending john Vincent for ordination as 
pries t. And on the same day C. Dumaresq, rector of St Mary's. 
provided the Bishop again w ith the offer of employment 
[seemingly another pro-forma] of John Vincent, still at £30 a 
year. 

Again there is a cover note to the ordinat ion papers: "Public 
Ordination 17 June 182 1 - P[riest] - John Vincent a literate 
Person - Nomination to Cure of St Mary, Jersey - Salary £30 -
Ordained Deacon by Brownlow Lord Bp ofWinton March 1820. 
licensed to o• cure of St Mary Jersey when ordained Deacon.'', 
with a further note at the bottom; "wrote Mr V. Bp would not 
ordain till Trinity Sunday 17 June 1821 ". [Winchester ordination 
papers - Hampshire record office). 

John Vincent must have married his wife Eliza about the time 
of his ordination as deacon, but where and when has not been 
discovered. It seems likely he remained in Jersey until he 
emigrated and that his first four children were born there. He 
came to NSW with his wife and four children in 1828, and was a 
Colonia l C haplain for the next 26 years. 

The family sailed from England in the ship Elizabeth, 527 tons, 
Captain COCK master, which arrived Cork, Ireland, on 17 August 
1827 and left on 27 August, calling at Mauritius before arriving at 
Sydney on 12 January 1828. She carried 194 female prisoners. 
[Nicho lson Shipping Arrivals & Departures Vol.2, 1826-1 840 
( 1977)). 

The census of N ew South Wales, November 1828, shows the 
fami ly at Parramatta. There was Rev. John Vincent aged 36, his 
wife Eliza 28 (b. 1800), their children Caroline 7 (b.1 82 1 ), 
C harlotte 5 (b. 1823), Maria 4 (b.1824), and Mary 27 months 
(b.Aug 1826). 

Their children born in NSW were Edwin Henry, born 12 
January 1829, baptised at St John's, Parramatta, on 2 February 
1829, buried at St James, Sydney on 27 February 1830; Emma, 
born 29 June 1833, and Ada Madore, 23 Ju ly 1835, both baptised 
by their father at All Sa ints, Sutton Forest, on 23 July 1833 and 20 
January 1836 respectively. [Parish registers). 

The Reverend John Vincent died on I January 1854 and was 
buried by the Rev H H Bobart at St John's, Parramatta, on 3 
January 1854, "aged 64, Chaplain of Castlereagh". [NSW Burial 
Register Vol.4 1, 1723] 

Bill Griffith, 18 Belmont Parade, Mount Co/ah, NSW. Australia 2079 
who has additional information on the Vincent family's time in NSW 

Mayger Mauger 
James MAYGER, papermaker born Croscombe, Somerset, 
married Elizabeth and had moved to Kent by the birth of 
this first son Charles in 1793. Their son john, my ancestor, 
returned to Banwell to marry Jane CHAPMAN. 

I understand that Maygers came from France (spelling 
MAUGER) to Somerset probably by way of the Channel 
Islands where, in 190 I , the majority of the Maugers lived. 
There were two other Mayger lines both in London. Edward 
born 1796, and married in Southwark and William born 
180 I who died Brentford. Can anyone help me link these 
lines and possibly make the link to the Channel Islands? 



Vincent Family de Havillands came to Somerset 

T
here is a rich store of material in 

Somerset CRO compi led by Lt Col 
J von Sonnentag HAVILAND who 

was, fortunately for my researches, 

successively Rouge Croix Pursuivont ( 1866) 
and later York Herold ( 1872), and whose 

analysis of the Haviland heritage is 

exhaustive. His jackdaw-like collection of 

scraps relating to other related families 
contains some rich tit-bits, including 

transcriptions of memorials now illegible 
after a further century of being walked on 

o r weathered. His colonelcy was in the 

army of the United States in which he had 

fought in the Mexican war. 

John Von S. DE HAVILLAND has in fact 

left us a detailed analysis of the Havillands 

and related families which it might be 

serviceable to recapitulate, in precis form, 

here. 

James de Havilland of Guernsey, 

second son of Sieur Thomas, founded that 
family's English line. Established by his 

father at Poole he raised that port to great 

wealth through commerce with Normandy 

and Spain. He married Helen de Beauvoir 

des Quartiers, of an o ld Guernsey fami ly. 

Their surviving son, James HAVELLAND, 

by his wife Julia, left an only surviving son 

C hristopher, who married. on 16th 
September 1544. Cecilia, daughter of John 
MANN and his wife Cecilia, daughter of 

Thomas WHITE, of Dorset, altho ugh Jo hn 

Mann's father, another John, came from 

Canterbury. It was John Mann junior's later 

re-marriage that led to a daughter who 

married a William PITT. leading to the 

noble connections referred to below. 
Christopher and Cecilia's son Matthew 

Haviland was baptised at Poole in 1550, but 

removed to Bristo l where he became a 

Freeman in I 575 and where he served as 

mayor 1607-8. In I 575 he married Mary, 

daughter of Robe rt Kytchin of Bristol, who 

may have put him up for his Freedom. 

William KYTCHIN of Hatfield, 

Hertfordshire, married the heiress of 

William PRESTON of Lancashire, and their 

second son Richard settled in Kendal 

where he married Maryan, daughter of 
Samuel LAKE. The Rober t who moved to 

Bristol was the eldest son out o f their 
numerous progeny, born in I 53 1, and 

became one of Bristo l's wealthiest citizens. 

His wife Joan was the sole daughter and 

heiress of John SACK VILLE, of an originally 

Norman family but latterly of Devonshire 
where they held many manors following 
the Conquest. 

Matthew Haviland and Mary Kytchin's 

t hird son John was born in I 579 and 
inherited his father's Somerset estates, 

principally at Charlinch. He was, albeit late 

in life, a zealous Cavalier. In 1622 he 

married Elizabeth, daughter of Robert 
EVERARD of Spaxton Court, Somerset. 

John and Elizabeth's second son, John, 

is worth an animadversion as he was 

grandfather to General William Haviland, a 

distinguished soldier and companion o f 

James WOLFE who served at Havana, 

Martinique and at the capture of Montreal. 

To the latter event Haviland contributed a 

division which he had successfully marched 

through trackless wilderness from Albany. 

Later, at Penn in Buckinghamshire. he was 

an intimate of Edmund BURKE. 
All Havilands and de Havillands etc are 

descended from this Channel Island stock. 

Later family members of note include the 

aeroplane manufacturer (Tiger Moth , 

Mosquito) Sir Geoffrey de Havilland. As it 

happens, during the Second World War my 

uncle Jo hn GRIFFITHS worked for a time 

at de Havillands and was a friend of 

Geoffrey. the son of the house who was 
lost testing the experimental DH I 08 

transatlantic jet mailplane in 1946. I doubt 

they knew of their something like 

fifthteenth cousinship. I suppose it makes a 

Tiger Moth that I crashed in 1954 a sort of 

relation. 

O livia de Havilland and her younger 

sister Joan FONTAINE are also of this 

family; you can read something about these 
sisters in Richard Hough's autobiography. 

Eleanor de Havilland, by her marriage to a 

William Pitt ca. I 5 I 0, was ancestral to the 

Earls of Chatham and Londonderry and to 
the Barons Rivers and Camelford, and thus 

played a genet.ic part in saving the world 

from Napoleonic dictatorship. 

Robert Griffiths, 5 Towers Gorden, Havant 
P09 IRZ 

KEEPING THE GUERNSEY 
PEACE 

Charles Henry KEEPING was the son of W illiam Harry George Keeping and Alice nee 
ALLEN and he was born Longfleet, Poole in 1900. His family had moved to Dorchester 
by the time he enlisted at the local barracks the day after his 18th birthday in 1918. 
O n 13 May that year he was posted to the Royal Guernsey Light Infantry. Why 
Guernsey? On 21 March 1918 the German army launched a massive assault on the 
Western Front in France.The Channel Islands were the closest place to that front that 
British soldiers could get and sti ll be in UK. In 19 19 he was appointed to the Garrison 
Military Police of Guernsey as Acting (Paid) Lance Corporal. 

This photograph is from that time. He is the soldier on the right, in the centre row. 
with the Lance Corporal's stripe barely visible. They are an odd bunch. none have any 
medals. The rear and centre rows are probably too young but you would have 
expected the odd campaign medal in the front row! The man in the centre of the rear 
row is probably a Guernsey Militia man. 

Bab Manning, 21 Vicarage Lone, Charminster, Dorchester DT2 9QF 
bobmanningS@ukonfine.co.uk 
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