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TEE newspaper clipping on the right, contributed 
by Mrs Marie Wadle, confirms the story told by . 
Mrs Lloyd Walk, about two WALK brothers,(Martin 
& Andrew Joseph Sr), who came to the Freeport 
area ·ca. 1853. The copy of the 1860 Federal Cen­
sus,(pg 6), shows them to be in Maryland Twp, 
Ogle Co, ILL. The inset is a map showing that 
location in relation to Freeport. (continued pg6) 
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FAMILY REUNION 

· Tbe Neoga (Illinois) News_-The 

second uunual reunion o r the Waik 
· family was beld Sunday, Aug-ust 18. 
in Jeunio!!S park. A sumptuous din · 
oer was sen·ed .cafeteria stylfl at, 
noon. . . 
, lo the aft<:rnooo all joioed in si ni? · 
ina some old time songs, a fter wbich 

a busiOE!SS meetiO!? W<IS heJd, aoci the 
remainder or the day was sp~ot in 
visitiog-. 

The officers thut serve<i duriug 
1~•28 were elec!ed again Cor 192V: 

President-Adolph Walk. 
Sec .. Treas.-;\1 rs. Nellie Met:co· 

dorf. 

5 

I 
I 
I , . ·The oP.x~ rcuoioo w(li he heJ(f th·e- -­

t-bi rd Slloday io August, ]930 . 
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Members of the family nre~en t 

were: Mr. and ~.hs. A. J . Walk a ud 
daught er Marie, Marysville, .'\'lo.; 
·wrno k 1.V al k, Mi lo, Iowa ; M.-::.. Man' 
f{ ubn, Llcona, Iowa; Mr. :ind Mrr. 
Leonard Ste~er and [ami!y, i\lor::iv i a, 

N . Y; ~lr. aod Mrs. Ed f_,;ihcy and 
f imilr, Wasbi o~rton. D. C.; l\fr. a1Jd . 

Mrs. Curtis Cotton and r a ni i I .v. ! 
Grandview, Lnd. ; Mr. aud i\lrs. B . IL ; 
Ku nkler and d aui?bter Aotia, Spring . 
tield. Ill.; .fi~vereH Walk nod fnin ily 
and Mrs . li'ox, Decatur •. Ill.; Wm,· 
Lanus and family, T!!u topolis; Mr. 
and Mrs. Joho Pla!:i;, J ewt!tt., Il l.; ' 
Charles Walk · a11d daughter Lucy, 

Mr. and ' Mrs. Leo Wal k. Mrs. Ben 
Steger aod soos, L loyd· •. J:t:rw ic: aud 
Clnreoce, Mr. aod Mrs. C . . C. CoHou, 

all of Monirose; Mr.,and ll~rs~ An 
drew Wa!k, Geo. Walk and daughter 
·Anna, and Mike .Prornme of Sigel ; 
Joe Mottendorf and .faro ily, Mr. ao·d. 

~ rs . .J.ob.o . .Walk ... Sr, .•. a n.d. soo,Vi~to.~ 
Mrs. Mary. Wnlic ·a ud soo .Wrank, 
Adolph Walk and family, J oh n Wall.:;· 
Jr. aod family, . Clareoce Waik and. 
family, H~ywood Walk ao.d family, 
Martio Walk. · wife aod daughter. 
S\ella, Otval Walk, wire nod baby all · 
of near Neoga. ! 

The visitors were Fr. Kell nod his 
·m.otber • . ~rs •. Ctfristiq~ Nell. .N1iss 
Edith Feildhake and Miss f,eoa Hehr· 
roan, Is land Grove, Ill.; Frack Platz. 

I wife and· son l•'rllDkl io. Sii?el; ~I rs. 
I Donald Rweogel, Cbicago; l:~ r. Cro~:. 
I ley aod sister, Miss Hannah Crowley, 
I ~rs. Jo;;ie HutT and d aughte r A1?nei1. 
I Wm. Norris, Wm. Mccurdy, Z. S. 
I Hasirnu. il-1 r . . and Mrs. J'oe Wi ilinms, 1 · c. J . F~arclay :i~d famil~. F-~~d Baker 
: . and fomil}-;a1\ ._9LN~oga_-~n1 .. ~icioi1}'. ': l 
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\WALK) 
This is contrary to the I owa l 
Walks family literature that 1 
Andrew Sr raised his fami ly I 
near Springfield , ILl~ . The I 
Edi tor has spent months look l 
ing in Sangamon & surrour1d- I 
ing counties & has come uu I 

. . h t ' 'alk . -'-1 ~ I wi ~ no· one ~' in v 1e 1 
area~ (Did f i nd Abraham Lin- 1 
coln as a Lawyer in Spring- t 
field though!) From the best I 
that the Edi tor hc:.s put to- \ 
gether , the two brothers had I 
been in the 1855 state cen- l ' 
sus, (see o ·;Jposi te), and it l · 
appe ars that A.1.l.drew had mar- , '·-

NAME. 
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Free White Males 

0-1 0 
10- 20 
20-30 I 
30-40 I 
40·-50 

50-60 
60- 70 
7 0 - 80 
80- 90 
Over 90 
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Free White Females 

0-10 J 
1 0-20 
20·-30 I 
3 0 - 40 
40-50 

50- 60 
60- 70 
70- 80 
80-90 
over 90 

STATE CENSUS 1855 
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ried first , ·while .Martin lived with them. By 1860 both had families of their ov.m 
(se e below) .. 'fhen j_n 186!~ they both went to Neoga area~ Cumberland co, ILL ~ Mar·­
tj_n stayed c:;,.nd some o:f his descendants remain in the area today . Andrew left af­
ter one ye a r :for Warren Jo , Iowa. Many others in the Maryland & Ridott tov-rnshi.p ro 
had l e f t the area of "G:GillIA.N· V.A.LL}.;yu and ·went to I m·ra . It is not known why Sou­
thern Ill. i nois was chosen by the Walk brothers f i r s t over Iowa , but it a.ppears 
that 1-indrew had second thoughts and followed others to Iowa. Today this family 
history of the two brothers has come dow·n somewhat distorted. It is therefore 
why this ax·ticle is Featu.i~ed this month so as to set the record straight. It i s 
noted that there have been three different Walk Reu..."1.ions in recent ye ars; tha t 
of the Andrew Joseph J unior s ide ; t hat of the Frank Andrew side ; and that of the 
1.fa.rtin Walk side. It appears that in the l920's & 30 1 s , that all lines had the 
knowledge and contact of each other. It i s somewha t sad to note that this family 
closeness has been lost ••• ---------------------------------------------------------- ---· 
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