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s story begins with an ending- in a cemetery, with a tombstone. 
'snot a tombstone that commands attention, and the information 

carved on it is standard: "Born in the State of Virginia, June 18, 
1839; Died at the City of Fayetteville, Ark., Oct. 14, 1921." Its epitaph, 
"A lady ofrefinement and culture," invites a second look, but does not 
give much away. 

This simple, unembellished stone, found in the Boles family plot in 
Fayetteville's Evergreen Cemetery, tidily sums up the life of Clementine 
Watson Boles. A little research reveals that she was a wealthy, well­
educated woman who owned large amounts of Fayetteville real estate. 
She was a joiner of patriotic organizations, and left several legacies to the 
city that had been her home since well before the Civil War. 1 

Still, nine years after her death, when Edmund Penn Watson died, his 
obituary mentioned that Clementine had been his sister. She was, the writer 
recalled, "one of Washington County's best known women, a leader in 
church and civic work. "2 

All of this might be enough, refllly. But spend a little time in the Boles 
plot examining the other stones- and their death dates- and something 
becomes clear: this woman outlived her large family. No amount of 
"refinement and culture" - or wealth and privilege- shielded her from the 
deaths ofher husband, children and stepchildren. 

This is where Clementine Boles' biography really begins: with her 
thorough acquaintance with death. Her life spanned the Civil War, the 
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Clementine Watson Boles 
(Photograph courtesy of Shiloh Museum for Ozark History/ 
Washington County Historical Society Collection (P-1180)) 
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great Influenza epidemic and World War I, evidence enough that she 
witnessed death on a national scale. On a personal level, however, she 
shared the many, sad duties of women of her day: nursing the sick, sitting 
with the dying, and bwying the dead- in her case, most often those who 
had died from consumption (now called tuberculosis), a leading cause of 
death in the 1800s. 

A centwy ago women were also responsible for commemorating the 
dead. Boles helped found Fayetteville's Confederate Cemetery, she raised 
money for memorials to the Confederate dead in Arlington National 
Cemetery, ensured that family graves were marked and, finally, left lasting 
memorials to her three children, who died very young. 

What Clementine Boles did in service to the dead of her family and 
the state is a sad story. More importaptly, it is relevant because this thorough 
acquaintance with death was universal to women of her day. The epitaph 
on her tombstone may laud her character, but it does not hint at the events 
that overshadowed her life. 

OVERVIEW OF A LIFE 
Given the numerous Watson and Boles family members mentioned 

here, for purposes of clarity Clementine will be referred to by her 
first name. 

Clementine was eight years old when her parents, William A. and 
Christiana Long (Crews) Watson, moved from Virginia to Van Buren, 
(Crawford County) Arkansas, in 184 7, where William was a merchant. 
The Watsons purchased a house from a local doctor for their large family. 
Listed by birth order, from eldest to youngest, the Watson children were 
William Albert, Sarah Virginia, John Garth, Francis (Frank) Gardner, 
Clementine W., Joseph, Charles Robert and Thomas Crews. Edmund 
Penn was born the year after they arrived in Arkansas. 3 

Two of these children died in 1848: fourteen-year-old John and two­
year-old Thomas, and were buried in the family's plot in Van Buren's 
Fairview Cemetery. In December of 1852 father William, and daughter 
Sarah (now married and living in St. Louis) died just two weeks apart. 

The next year, 1853, Christiana and her children moved to Fayetteville, 
where brothers William and Frank, aided by Joseph, had a mercantile 
business- one of five in the city.4 The 1860 census shows an extended 
family living under Christiana Watson's roof, including brother William's 

-75-



FLASHBACK 

Confederate Cemetery Entrance in Fayetteville, Arkansas 

wife, Sarah, and their three children. (Brother Charles, somewhat 
inexplicably, now lived several houses away, boarding with a family that 
included a doctor and his wife. It's possible that Charles did this to study 
medicine, an accepted method for becoming a doctor in an era with few 
medical schools, though there is no ev idence that he ever practi ced 
medicine.) 

The move to Fayettevi lle may have been prompted by fami ly deaths, 
to improve their business opportunities, or to better educate the chi ldren. 
As early as 1848 Fayetteville had been called," .. . the foremost town of 
Arkansas in the cause of education,"5 due to the presence of Sophia 
Sawyer's Fayettevi lle Female Seminary, founded in 1839,6 and Robert 
Graham's Fayetteville Male Academy, founded in 1850 (later incorporated 
as Arkansas College). 7 A biographical ent:Jy on Clementine, written sho1tly 
before her death, stated that she had been educated " in the chartered 
schools of the community,"8 making it likely that she attended first Sawyer's 
school (though no list of pupils exists for these years) then one founded by 
Professor Van Horne in l 858. A li st of students attending Van Horne's 
Fayetteville Female Institute, laterrenamed the No1thwestA.rkansas Baptist 
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Female Institute, includes both Clementine's name and that of her next 
door neighbor, Rebecca Stirman, who is known to have also attended 
Sawyer's school.9 Both schools offered a musical education, something 
that was surely important to Clementine's mother, a skilled pianist. 

When the Civil War started the Watsons took the Confederate side. 
This is understandable, as they owned a slave, a young man they'd brought 
with them to Fayetteville from Van Buren.10 

The 1911 Membership Register of the Mildred Lee Chapter of the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy11 lists Clementine's three brothers 
("F., J., C. Watson") as having seived in the 34t1t Arkansas Infantry (Brooks 
Regiment) in the Civil War. While' Charles' service record cannot be 
verified, Frank and Joseph did seive in this regiment. 

"It must have been with a feeling of trepidation that the widow Christiana 
Watson saw her 25-year-old son Frank go as Third Sergeant and 18-
year-old son Joseph enlist as private," according to an account of 
Fayetteville during the Civil War. 12 

Frank Watson entered as a sergeant, but he exited with the rank of 
private, having deserted following the battle of Prairie Grove, Dec. 9, 
1862. He wasn't alone in this - of the 152 men in his company who 
enlisted in Fayetteville on June 16th, 36 men deserted during or following 
this battle, if they weren't wounded, killed, AWOL or on sick leave before 
that 

"Many of these soldiers have the word 'deserted' after their names," 
cautions the creator of a web page that lists these Confederate military 
records. "These soldiers may have been separated from their units in the 
heat of battle, joined up with other units and continued to fight this war. 
They may have had families back home who were starving and no one to 
plant their crops or gardens. They may have gone home to visit awhile 
with loved ones and then return[ ed], only to find that there were so many 
miles between them and their original unit that rejoining them was an 
impossibility .... "13 

The family ofThomas D. Boles-Clementine's future husband- lived 
in Missouri until the Civil War ended. In 1866 Thomas, wife Amanda and 
their four children moved from Missouri to Fayetteville, where Boles started 
both grocery and dry goods businesses. According to the 1870 census, 
the Watson and Boles families lived near one another. Thomas and Amanda 
now had five children and two seivants under their roof, and Amanda had 
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Clementine Boles'Tombstone in Evergreen Cemete1y 
(Photograph courtesy of the autho1~ 

a mi I line1y shop upstairs above her husband's grocery.14 Clementine was 
li ving with her mother and brother Joseph, a store clerk; brother William 
and family had relocated to Cane Hill ,15 while Frank worked first as a 
steamboat clerk, then for the Iron Mountain Rai lroad. 16 

The two famil ies were united in business from an early date, as first 
the Dunn credit ratings books, and later Bradstreet's listings, mention Boles 
and Watson as co-owners of a groce1y business from 187 1 to at least 
1875. At the same time, brother William Watson was listed as having a 
general store in Boonsboro, or Cane Hi ll. 

The early 1870s brought bigger changes to both families: Amanda 
Boles gave birth to the couple's sixth child, Benjamin, in 1871; Christiana 
Watson died in 1872, at age 62. In the summer of 1873 Amanda Boles 
died. Four years later- and one day after Clementine's 38111 bi1thday­
she and Thomas Boles married, theirs the first wedding pe1formed in the 
present St. Paul's Episcopal church.17 Clementine became stepmother to 
Thomas' six children: Clifford, CaITie, Minnie, Edmund, Mary and Ben.A 
year and a halflater, in l 878, stepson Edmund died. His was the fi rst of a 
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long succession of family deaths known to have been caused by 
consumption. 

Only two of the six stepchildren, Clifford D. and Mary V. Boles, did 
not succumb to the disease. Clifford went on to inherit one of his father's 
two businesses, he married and had:children, but little is known about 
Mary. In 1909, when making her will, Clementine did not mention Mary, 
but her obituary, published in the Fayetteville Daily Democrat, stated 
that she was survived by a stepdaughter, a Mrs. W.M. Weaver, of 
California 18 

By the end of her life Clementine Boles was "a major financier" of 
Fayetteville real estate, 19 and had beeri plaintiff in a lawsuit that was heard 
by the state's Supreme Court, involving repayment of a loan.20 (This case 
was somewhat complicated by the factthat Clementine's business manager 
had committed suicide after collecting, and keeping, money owed to her 
by a borrower.) 

Clementine died at age 82, on October 14, 1921, from what her 
obituary termed a stroke of apoplexy. As per her request in her will, she 
was buried at the head of her children's graves in Evergreen Cemetery. 
Very likely her brother, Edmund Penn Watson, chose the epitaph for her 
tombstone ("A lady of refinement and culture"), as five years later when 
his wife, Grace, died her stone in Bentonville's city cemetery would contain 
a similar sentiment: "A lady ofhigh Christian ideals."21 

NURSING DUTIES 
The rights of women, what are they? . 

The right to labor, love and pray ... 
The right to smooth the brow of care, 
To whisper comfort to despair ... 

The right to watch the parting breath, 
To soothe and watch the bed of death; 
The right, when earthly hopes all fail, 
To point to that within the veil ... 

These excerpted, unsigned, verses, published in the Van Buren Argus 
in 1866, reminded women of their duty to nurse the sick and dying. 
Clementine, who had been her mother's companion for many years, nursed 
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the sixty-two-year-old Christiana with great devotion throughout her long 
final illness and eventual death. 

"Here we would pay a deserved tribute to her daughter, Miss Clem 
Watson," wrote her mother's obituary writer ("L") in 1872, when 
Clementine was 32. "A finer sense of fi lial duty, a more earnest djsplay of 
self-denying devotion was never seen that for a year has been exhibited 
by this young lady. An angel of mercy, she hovered around her loved 
mother's sick bed, excluding herselfutterly rrom the society which she is 
herself so well fi tted to adorn." 

Christiana Watson's obituary mentioned that she had been "reared in 
the lap of wealth and luxury and enjoyed all the advantages ofeducation 
and refined society." This education included music, as biographical 
info rmation later noted that she had been "the most famous pianist in 
Vtrgirua" at one time.22 Perhaps these musical abilities influenced her dying 
moments, because her obituary noted that, "Her last words to her weeping 
daughter were: 'Be right quiet. Who is singing?"'23 

Withln a few years Clementine would begin nursing a long List offamily 
members through their declines, and deaths. Though this may have been 
expected of her, it is worth noting that when her brother, Frank G Watson, 
was dying from tuberculosis he came to his sister's house to be cared for. 

"As disease overtook him he went to the home of his sister and there, 
surrounded by loved ones and nursed with their tender care, he quietly 
passed away," according to his obituary.24 Clementine would later record 
that her brother "gave his Life in the cause of the Confederacy" so possibly 
he became infected with tuberculosis while in the military, the only one of 
her siblings known to have died from this disease.25 

LOVING THEM TOO MUCH 
The subject of nursing leads, inevitably, to that of dying. Frank Watson's 

death at his sister 's house in March ofl885 was just one of many from 
the same cause. 

Clementine and Thomas Boles had been married a year and a half, 
and Clementine was pregnant with the couple's first child, when stepson 
Edmund Thomas died in November of 1878, at age 14. No obituary has 
been found for him, but it is likely that he died of consumption, given the 
number of deaths in tltis household that would later be attributed to this 
disease. The following February Clementine and Thomas' first son, Watson, 
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Thomas Boles'Tombstone in Evergreen Cemetery 
(Photograph courtesy of the authm) 

was born and, almost exactly one year later, died from malaria.26 At that 
time Clementine was pregnant with her second child, Turner Davis 
("Teddie''). 

Teddie, born in 1880, lived just eight months, dying in February of 
188 1. In November of 188 1 stepdaughter Minnie T. , age 19, died of 
consumption, which by now was surely affecting other family members, 
as well. 

"You do not know what a world of trouble l have had to endure since 
I last wrote you," Clementine wrote to her Aunt Sal lie (last name unknown), 
on January 1, 1882. She told her aunt that both of her children were dead, 
as well as stepdaughter Minnie. "She and her sister Carrie spent the 
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summers up on the lakes thinking it would benefit her. They crune home 
the first of Oct. She lived just one month after they crune home. It was a 
very sad death indeed to us all. Thus you see we have buried four children 
in three years.''27 There was more to come. 

In May of 1882 Thomas made his will, leaving his mercantile business, 
and its contents, to Clementine and his four surviving children by his first 
marriage: Clifford, Carrie, Mary and Ben. (Clementine would become 
pregnant for the third time shortly after he wrote this will.) Thomas left two 
stores, one run in partnership with C.C. Conner, the other run by son 
Clifford, whom he appointed as his executor. 

In January of 1883 Thomas Boles died of consumption, a disease he 
had suffered from for a number of years, according to his obituary.28 Given 
that he was a long-time member of the Masons'Washington Lodge Number 
1, and that this lodge, with the Independent Order of Oddfellows' Lodge 
Number 15 had organized Evergreen Cemetery in 1870, it is very likely 
that Boles had helped found the cemetery where he and his family were 
laid to rest. 29 

His lodge brothers oversaw his burial with full Masonic honors. One 
week later they published a tribute of respect in his honor, something 
commonly done for members. In it they offered condolences to Boles' 
family, praised his virtues and- in the fanciful language of the day­
described his last days as, "combating a lingering disease that wasted his 
stalwart form, until at last the Pale Messenger touched him with his wand, 
and he sank to eternal sleep .... " As was customary, Lodge members 
vowed to wear "the usual badge of mourning" (probably black annbands) 
for 30 days.30 

Carrie Boles was appointed Mary's and Ben's legal guardian following 
their father's death, perhaps in order to probate his will. However, only 
four months later she, too, made a will and a week after that, on July 31, 
1883, at age 24, she died. Her infant stepbrother, Charles William, had 
been born in March and the first bequest in her will was to leave one 
dollar to Charles. She divided the rest of her personal property between 
her sister Mary and brothers Clifford and Ben or their survivors and she, 
too, appointed Clifford as her executor. (Clifford then became guardian 
to Mary and Ben.) Carrie's funeral was preached by Rev. J.J. Vaulx, the 
Episcopal rector who had married her father and Clementine, and whose 
church she attended. 31 
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Marker for three sons offhomas and Clementine Boles in Fayetteville's 
Evergreen Cemete1y 

Frank Watson, dying in March of 1885, was next in the sequence. By 
this time Clementine's son Charles William was nearly three years old, 
and she must have thought that surely this child would survive. However, 
on January 20, 1886 he, too, died from what was ve1y li kely consumption. 
The next year Ben J. Boles, age 17, died. 

Ben's brief obituary, which gives his cause of death as consumption, 
contains an intriguing bit of information: "This makes eight deaths that 
have occurred in that family within the past five years and they have all 
died with the same disease."32 (Unless Watson's malarial death was also 
attributed to consumption, it is unclear whose was the eighth death from 
this cause.) 

On September 19, 1889, Clementine wrote Sarah, another of her 
aunts (last name unknown). "I am all alone in the world now my precious 
Charlie Will was the last tie that bound me to earth. You never saw any 
one so lonely and desolate in all your life as r feel myself to be. I cannot tell 
why I am so severely dealt with by the Good Father. Perhaps I loved my 
husband and chi ldren too much was why they were all taken from me."33 
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- -1rnJ'\A11.A-~" VJ.. I.VT' mo.hem too much" was not original to Clementine. 
Though collected long after Boles' time, two students taking Mary Celestia 
Parler's folklore class at the University of Arkansas, in 1950 and 1962, 
were told by older Arkansas residents, "If you think too much of a child it 
will die." (One of these infonnants was born in 1902.)34 Additionally, this 
idea is expressed in an epitaph occasionally used on children's tombstones. 
The following excerpt (one of two examples found in Van Buren's Fairview 
Cemetery) comes from the stone ofWillie Butler, (July 30, 1897 -July 7, 
1907): 

We had a little treasure once, 
He was our joy and pride. 
We loved him, ah! perhaps too well 
For soon he slept and died. 

"CURES" FOR CONSUMPTION 
Tuberculosis-or consumption, scrofula, white plague or long sickness 

as it was variously called on the mortality schedules - was not curable 
well into the 1900s. Some sufferers did get better, though, and there were 
remedies and treatments believed to be effective; at the very least they 
gave patients hope. 

The most popular remedy was a change of climate, and Arkansas 
obituaries of the day give evidence of this practice, as sufferers sought 
warmer, colder or drier air to ease their affected lungs. This notion was 
popularized by German doctor Hennann Brehmer, who founded a TB 
sanatorium in the Silesian mountains 1859, based on theories by an English 
doctor who had noticed a greater incidence of TB in cities, rather than 
rural environments. 

The firstAmerican sanatorium was founded by Dr. Edward Livingston 
Trudeau, in the Adirondacks, in 1884, following his own cure from TB 
near Saranac Lake in 1873. Soon more sanatoriums were built across the 
country,35 but the Arkansas State Tuberculosis Sanatorium was not 
established until 190936 - too late to help Clementine's family. 

Clementine's 1882 letter to her Aunt Sallie, telling how Minnie and 
Carrie were sent ''up to the lakes" (possibly Missouri) for Minnie's health, 
is evidence that the Boles family was putting its faith in the fresh air cure. 
Obituaries published in Washington County well into the 1900s mention 
other such relocations: Colorado to Ft. Smith to Springdale, Texas and 
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F 9 Deborah Watson 26 ATJr 172~ It " It To 2 0 NnV 1as;a 1 5 APR 1~60 - 1 NOV 1960 l Il 
Dal'"' 
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16l6 <. c:i ~· ~~JSDAND Where was information shown on this HUSBAND'S ~ ~ . 
Birth . 16~6 Place Hartford, Hartford 1 Conn. I family record obtained? Name (in full) J:QbD Hn:t~QD 

'ii .,, 
•chr lace Watson Fam. by Thomas Watson Wife Anna Nichols 

" c 
·- a 1730· (a.C'A 8") · Place Hartford, Hartford, Conn. 1865, p 11, 12, 13, 7 Ola.a Death .!a; TEMPLE ORDINANCE DATA g 0 :J" urial lace 

~ . at her ,IohD 1la:t,sco * Mother*Marr,aret Sm:l:th HUSBAND 
I Married lace Baptized 2n Feh. 1927 

~ fOth•r W1we1 (2) Sofia1 1682 i Endowed ~ Mar. 12~7 (if ony) 
I, 6 f'.!'! nee I 

WIFE (1} ANNA ~·1ICROLS I Family Representative: (Relationship of Famllr Reprosanf•tive to Husband 

• aht 1648 Place of Hartford, Hartford, Conn! .. 'ii Birth llub~ Gr1ner Porter WIFE 
.. , 

.~ .! 
en a·- •chr Place Name and address of person submit- Baptized 20 Jan. 1934 -!"a~ 
• C\ ~ Death Place ting this sheet. Endowed 2t=Apr. 1935 c ... o . ... 

Burial Place 302 N. HobsQn Sealed to Husb* 1 8 SEP 1958 AZ 0 I 
I 

Father Mother* '1 Mesa, l!.:cj zona 6 , ~P: nee il 
IOther Hus. i (Rel•tionsW of f4u:1ilr leprosent•tiwe to Wife) 

(if •nr) @. . 

JOHN WATSON * 

. r .lJ CHILDREN I WHEN BORN 
1- Town 

WHERE BORN I St:ato DIED 

Yr. I MARRIED 

~II B_APTIZED ENDOWED SEALED 

Coj•;,,y JFirst Hu1b_and or Wife) 
ll•I eoch child (whe~her_ ~!ing or dead) I!' order of_ l>lrth _ Day .Mo.~- -Yr. County Day -Mo. -list 1.d ltfonal Marriages with Dates oft (Dale) (Date) To Parents 

-

Rewene Side of Sheet Dare & Tempi~ . -

~ i Dalo 12 Feb 1 17.07 
ex: M 1 John Watson * 11. f'e~- 1 h~O ... - .. 'Ra-rt.f"nrn. r. nnn _ 1721.. To Sarah Steele ~·.Nov .• '. 1933 · l 7 Nern 19.3)~~ · .. 8 SEP 1958 AZ H":L 1 .. I .... , .... l_l -

C) -
c.:> Dot.a 

LU M 2 Thomas Watson ll Sent 1hA? n n I 17S6 To 15 Jan. 1934 21 June 1934 .. 8 SEP 1958 Al 
cc 

\ Date I !:;! M 3 Zachariah Watson 26 Oct. lh~'i fl fl 
,, 

To 3 June 1933 l Sept 1933: 8 SEP 1958 A.Z - Dal"' I ::c F 4· Anna Watson * 26 Mav J/;P.A " n ' 
. .. To Iamrock. Flower 16 Feb. 1932 8 Mar. 1933 8 SEP 1~5R !\Z c.::. .. .. '.-

cc Dalo 2'1 Jan. 1715 
116 cc M 5 Cvnrian Watson 12 Jan- 16SQ " II I '30 nA~. 17'i'3 To Elizabeth Steele 6 Nov. 1933 Nov. 1933 L 8 SEP 1958 ~Z 

l 
Dal• I I 

F 6 Sarah Watson l 1 ne~. 16q2 11 fl Ir To Thomas Shepard 23 June 1908 2 Sept. 1910 18 SEP 1958 l\ 
\ Data 5 siull!'. 173:2 I l.8 SEP 1958 M 7 Caleb Watson '5 Mav 16Q'i 11 " h To Hannah Port er 30 June 1908 4 Mar. 1910 -I 

I Dot .. 
8 To 

I 



pg. 718 Concord Twp. 
REV. J.P. WATSON, Pastor of the First Christian Church, Troy. Mr. Watson 

is descended from Welsh and English ancestry on the paternal, and from English 
stock on the maternal, side; his father, Elijah Watson, was the son of Rev. Elijah 
Watson, of East Andover, N.H., a Baptist minister, whose father, Nathan, the 
third of his nal!le, was born in Wales in 1729; he emigrated to New Hal!lpshire in 
1759, where, in 1819, aged 90 years, he died; Mr. Watson's paternal great grand­
father, Josiah Sawyer, came from England to New Hampshire early in the eighteenth 
century, and died, aged 90 years, in 1819; his mother was Eliza Palmer, whose 
grandparents emigrated from England early in the eighteenth century, but of whom 
he has little knowledge; his ancestry served with distinction in the Revolutionary 
war. Josiah P. Watson, the subject of this sketch, was born in LeMpster, N.H., 
June 29, 1838, and is, therefore, 42 years of age; he is the fifth of eight children; 
when a babe of 3 months, his parents removed to Nashua, N.H., in the schools of 
which city he received his education; at 15 years of age, his parents removed to 
a farm near East Andover, N.H.; at 16, he was converted, was baptized in Highland 
Lake, and entered the Christian Church of the village; he at once felt seriously 
impressed that his life-work was to be that of the Ministry; before him, his grand­
father and four uncles had been honored ministers; he was very active in general 
church-work during the winter, both in his hol!le church and in the schoolhouses 
around; his strong natural sympathies led him much, also, to the Township Infirmary, 



• 

..... 

2 . 
where he conducted worship; in the spring of 1855, he held meetings in the adjoin­
ing to~m of Wilmot , visiting from house to house and witnessing a limited work of 
grace; singularly, t he first person baptized by him was a convert of this meeting; 
July 1, the same year, and two days f ollowing his 17th birthday, he preached two 
sermons (his fir st ) in the adjoini ng to~mship of HiJ.l ; he now gave himself wholly 
to the ministry, and soon had much work on his hands; a revival began in Hill, 
which extended to another part of the township, the adjoining townshi ps of Danbury 
and Wi lmot , and continued t hrough the fall and winter; June 13, 1856, in Wilmot, 
he was ordained tothe ministry, Revs . P.M. Hershey, W. H. Nason and John Burden 
officiating--the latter preachi!ng the sermon; t he Sabbath f ollowing, two weeks to 
a day before he was 18 years old, he organized a chur ch in Wilmot and baptized 
seven adult persons ; the following winter he taught , and, in the spring , attended 
one session of the Andover Institute , meanwhile pr eaching to three churches; in the 
spring of 1857 , he settled with the Christian Church of Bradford, Vt ., but, health 
failing, he resigned at the end of three rrtonths and went to Illinois, where, in 
Ogle Co ., he taught the following winter and spring, having, meantillle, no regular 
char ge , yet pr eaching i rregularly, and seeing the most of his adult scholars 
converted; he r esumed ministerial work in the same countJ', in April , 1858, and in 
Ma~,r, 1859, became Pastor of the Christian Church of Belvidere, the county seat of 
Boone Co. , Ill .; wi th this church he remained nearly two year s , and here, Oct . 13, 
1859 , he married Miss L.E. Witwer, the daughter of John Witwer, Esq., of Rockford , 
Ill .; Jan. 1, 1861, Mr. Watson became the Pas tor of the Christian Church of Marimn, 
Grant Co ., Ind., and in October following, with leave of absence from his church, 
he accepted the chaplaincy of the 12th Ind. V.I ., holding the position until they 
were mustered out in May, 1862, being, i n their firs t enlistment, one-year men; 
re-organizing, Mr. Watson was re-appointed chaplain, but , t he r egiment being 
irnrrtediately captured in the battle of Richmond, Ky ., he resigned, and r eturned to 
his church i n Marion, where he r emained one year . Unti l 1871, he pr eached i n Iowa 
and Illinois, nearly five year s of t he time with the Christian Church at Blackberry 
Station, in Kane Co .; Jan . 1, 1871, he entered upon his duties as Pastor of the 
Troy Christian Church, which office he still holds; duri ng this pastorate, he has 
witnessed eighteen distinct revivals in his church in town and in shcoolhouses 
about , and has r eceived into fellows hip more than L~50 memher s--the pr esent member­
ship of his church; in addition to his pastoral work, he has done much general 
work; for two years he was Secretary of the Miami Co ., Sunday School Union; for 
ten years he has been Secr etary of the Denominational Assurance Association, and 
for eight years Secr etary of the General Mission Wor k of his denomination; meantime, 
in addition to numerous addresses on anniversary occasions . Odd Fellowship, Tem­
perance, etc., he has published "A Manual for the Christian Pulpi t ," and edited 
the biography of Re v. 1..f£/..X A. J . Smith, a Baptist minister of this county; this 
last work has had an extensive sale, and is well r eceived; Mr. Watson, for nearly 
twenty years, has been a constant writer for the pr ess , contributing to various 
paper s and magazines East and West ; f or the l ast twenty months, has averaged one 
colUJ'IU1 and a half of matter for his weekly paper in Dayton, without a single om­
ission; he enjoys and gratefully appreciates the general favor of the public, and 
has been honored with ten annual and unani mous settlements with his church, be­
tween whom and himself there ever has been a most harmonious feeling . His family 
consists of three sons- -George Milton, Frank Elijah, Charles Evans--and one daughte: 
- Jennie Palmer Wat son. Though he has seen rrtore than a quarter of a century in 
pul pit service, ;}'et Mr. Watson is compar atively young , more vigorous than ever, 
easily pr~aches three times on the Sabbath , and does more general work than ever 
before; withal , he does not esteem his labor hard; would not willingly lessen it· 
prefers rather that , in the _ right direction, it should continue ot expand on his' 
hands, and has a hearty r8lish for it ; his ambition is to honor his office and 
prove himself helpful to his fellows ; the rewar d he seeks is above . 

no not know if these p '1 
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Maria Dolores Dominguez de Watson 

and James Alexander Watson. 
(Illustratio n by Paul Hanson) 
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deemed important enough to merit its own postage stamp/ card 
issued by the United States Postal Service. 

Perhaps some of the spectators in the stands of that event we~e 
stirred by memories or tales of their ancestors, James Alexander 
and Dolores Watson. Colonel Jack had come to California from 
Texas during the Gold Rush to seek his fortune, to, as a fellow 
pioneer in Shasta City put it in 1851, 0 make the future mine." That 
is what he and his descendants had done. Watson himself­
attorney, gunfighter, customs collector, assemblyman, viticulturist­
left his mark upon California politics, agriculture and society. His 
family, rebounding from the shock of his early death, over a 100-

year period transformed their inherited land from a slough-pocked, 
willow-covered lowland to dairy farms and bean fields, and then 
industrial parks and modern communities. For the family to 
preserve and retain a large portion of the Rancho San Pedro 
granted by the Spanish military governor to Juan Jose Dominguez 
was a rare and historic accomplishment. Manuel Dominguez had 
advised his children, "Hold on to the land." In part his call was 
heeded. In part his descendants had determined what use would be 
made of the remainder. Owners of the first ranch in California 
holding a patent signed by the President of the United States, they 
accomplished what none of th~ir neighbors were able to achieve in 
the face of more than a century of change and challenge. That was 
their major legacy. 
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APPENDIX A 

Genealogy 
The Family of Manuel Dominguez 

LUIS GONZAGA POLICARPO 
MANUEL ANTONIO Y 

FERNANDO DOMINGUEZ 

MARIA ENGRACIA COTA 

Jan. 26, 1803-0ct. 11, 1882 Feb. 10, 1807-Mar. 16, 1883 

Married Dec. 7, 1827 

1. ANA JOSEFA JULIANA 
DOMINGUEZ 

3. 

Feb. 1, 1828-Nov. 13, 1907 
Married William G. Dryden 

Sept. 30, 1868 
Married Charles E. Guyer 

April 30, 1884 ~· 

M~RIA LEONOR DOMINGUEZ 

Oct. 31, 1832-1833 
Unmarried 

5. MANUEL ANTONIO 
DOMINGUEZ 

Aug. 3, 1837-Apr. 9, 1858 
Unmarried 

7. JOSE ANTONIO DOMINGUEZ 

June 18, 1840-Feb. 27, 1863 
Unmarried 

9. SUSANA DELFINA DOMINGUEZ 

June 5, 1844-Jan. 18, 1931 
Married Gregorio 

def Amo y Gonzalez 
Feb. 15, 1890 

2. GUADALUPE MARCELINA 
DOMINGUEZ 

Dec. 12, 1830-Jan. 2, 1913 
Unmarried 

4. MARIA ADELAIDA DOMINGUEZ 

Mar. 26, 1835-Jan. 20, 1836 
Unmarried 

6. DOLORES SIMONA DOMINGUEZ 

Sept. 25, 1838-Sept. 17, 1924 
Married James A. Watson 

Oct. 13, 1855 

8. MARIA VICTORIA DOMINGUEZ 

April 27, 1842-De~ 18, 1916 
Married George Henry Carson 

July 30, 1857 

10. MARIA JESUS DE LOS REYES 
DOMINGUEZ 

Jan. 6, 1847-June 4, 1933 
Married John Fillmore Francis 

Jan. 2, 1892 
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Appendix A 

The Family of James _Alexander Watson 1 Valerie Ami Pierce March 20, 1938· 
Married Ward Lewis (July 18, 1964) 

2 Pamela Plme Aug. 1, 1942· 
3 Cl!rlstl11a Alkl111 Dec. 26, 1946· 

Married William Morlong, Jr. 
(Nov. 22, 1969) James Alexander Walson 

1821-Sept. 16, 1869 

Maria Dolores Dominguez 
Sept. 25, 1838-Sept. 17, 1924 

Married Oct. 13, 1855 

1 Jose Anlenio Walson 
Sept 18, 1858·Nov. 1. 1858 

2 Manuel Guillermo WalSon 
Mar. 19, 1860-Sept. 1. 1894 
Married Lillian L. (Lillie) Stout 
(Sep!. 25. 1884) 

3 James Johnslan Alexander Walson 
April 8, 1862-Aug. 20. 1928 
Married Francisca Ferrer -----, 
(Nov. 15, 1893) 
Married Antoineue Larronde 
(Jan. 20. 1909) 

4 Rebert lee Walsan 
Feb. 11. 1865-May 25. 1939 
Married Lousia Poggi (April 29. 1899) 

5 Palrick John Walson --------, 
Mar. 17. 1867-Sepl. 30. 1930 
Married Mary Eulalia O'Farrell rMamie") 
(Ocl. 17. 1894) 

6 Carlola Walsan · 
March 18. 1869-0ct. 16. 1869 

i~ 
Married William Graven (Jan. 15, 1972) 

1 Gladys Lucllle Walson , .. 

_J Jan. 24, 1914·Apr. ~4. 1979 J.J 
Married George 0. Pierce ·"'.; ~ 
(Nov. 28, 1936) !~:::. 
Married Henry Alkins (Feb. 28, 1946) ';S~{:1. 

2 Helen Marlorle Walson 1 ~~. 
1 John F11ncls W11so

11 
May 5, 1916-Feb. 27, 1981 rlf: 

~~~i~~· ~:i:-~:~n~\~~r~: ( 1910) Mar~ed Major Quenlin Huber r: 
Married Edna Reuter (June 13. 1936) (Apnl 25• 1938) .:°ii" 

2 Doleres Marla Walson --------, 
June 6, 1888-Jan. 14, 1924 
Married Hardin Henry Jarrett 
(June 20, 1912) 

1 Watson Emmen Jarrett July 2, 1914· ·:"" · 
Married Alice Norwood (Nov. 3, 1934) ·"· 
Married Kalherine f_erguson ( 1945) . , _ 

i 

1 Bradley Walson Hubsr Dec. 4, 1940· 
Married J~ce Bradley (Aug. 18, 1962) 

1 Doloras ffarwcod Jarrett Oct. 1, 1935· 
Married Philip Caputo (1955) 
Married Edgar E. Ponsolle (Aug. 22. 1966) 

4 Hanlln Hwy Jarrett July 29, 1941 • 
Married Anne Catherine Klolverskjold 
(July 26, 1969) 

r 1 Nicolas Hudla Jarrett Feb. 24, 1942· 
Married Mary Moss 

3 Lavena Margaret WalSon -------. 
2 Dudley Fnncis Jarrett ~ug:.1. 1919· ~ 

Married Dena Camparos . · · . 

2 Stephani Rovena Huber Sept. 14, 1942· 

2 Janice Lawtan Jarrett Oec. 12, 1937· 
Married John Thompson 
Married William L. Herrick 
(Oec. 7, 1965) 

2 Manu1I Walson Jamtt Oct. 10, 1943· 
Married Linda Record (Oct. 2, 198?} 

Married Marie C. Sanders (Aug. 14, 1982) 

3 Nicole Edltll Huber Sept. 14, 1942· 
Married Jerald White (June 13, 1964) 
Married Gerald Giebink (Aug. 10, 1979) 

3 Melinda Walson Jarrett March 21, 1940· 
Married Richard Fisher {1960) 
Married Terrence P. Kennedy (1973) 

3 Marie Emmttt Jarrett March 1, 1946· 

Nov. 5, 1889-Apr. 9, 1976 
Married Harlie Hiram Brown 
(Ocl. 11. 1911) 

(Dec. 12. 1940). ·:. ~'.. ·.· . 
1 Jam~:: ~~da ~~:~·a!:42• 

-· ~. -. · (Oct 28, 1972) 
1 Dant~y Frances Brown ·oec. 22. 1912· ~,: _ 

2 Jahn Watson Skow Sept. 28, 1945· 
Married Jeanne Thiess (July 18, 1977f 3 Vlct11rta Alina Skow July 24, 1948· 

Married Kennon Shea (Aug. 18, 1979) 

4 Alphanse Louis Watson 
Ocl. 27, 1891·Jan. 12, 1970 
Married Frances Jane Blake 
(Feb. 8. 1928) 

5 Victoria Elizabet~ Watson Sepl. 20, 1893· 
Married Waller Patrick Limacher 
(April 2. 1913) 

1 Maria Engracia Watson -------, 
March 8. 1899-0ec. 22. 1967 
Married James Hickman Rollins (1925) 

2 Lucile Marian WalSOn -------, 
Jan. 30, 1903-Nov. 24, 1981 
Married William S. Martin 
(May 2. 1923) 

Anila Susana Walson April 13, 1911· 

Susana Walson January 17, 1900· 
Married Jose Renato Lacayo 
(Dec. 25, 1928) 

1 Harriet A. Lowrey (Niece) 
April 20. 1892-March 11. 1980 
Married James P. Bradley 
(June 29. 1932) 

2 Rac~et 6. Lowrey (Hlecel -----, 
Sept. 15. 1895-Nov. 14. 1954 
Married James M. Berry. Jr. 
(Aug.,4, 1923) 

Married Royce K. Skow · ·, 1 Julia Christine Watson Oec. 16, 1960· 
2 James Al~honse Wilsen April 19, 1962· 

(June 23, 1939) . ·~~:: , 4 Janet Allee Walson March 15, 1966· 
2 Marla Dolores Bf!!.Wl( ~Bil. 19, 191?·0ct. 21 •. 1~.; Married Scot~ Joseph Chrislian (May 24, 1986) 

Married George c. Wilson (Apnl, 1938) ~,.: ; 
Son, Davi~.Wilson (May 17-Sept. 21, 1' ·: 

·f§£:: ii 
1 John Alphanse Watson Jan. 22. 1929·. ·;.,.•.-, .• 

Married Joanne Cary (Feb. 7, 1959) ·f~;'. ~ 
2 Susana Dolores Walson 'April 18, 1931· .-,.-; 

.,,,arriedWilliam Trlfuston -- ~~~,.· 

(June 26, 195'1) /.':;'. : 

1 Vlrgini1 Lgllln llmlWr'.. Feb. 1. 1914· :,Sif 
~:e~7~~~~j ~~iger /.; ... ;·;.::,~ ...... ~J~ 

2 Rahert Waller li~r - >:Jt_:g 
:~!:·B:~;:~~~~~983 :.'~:;I~ 
(Nov. 16. 1940) . ::Jzfl" 

3 Eugene Manuel llmacher Jan. 24. 19l9-ac-ft~Z:; • 
Married Odelle Malapel (Aug. 8, 1~, · 

4 George James llmacher Jan. 5. 1929·J. 
Married Jewel Middleton (Feb. 7 •. ~ 

5 Waller Palrlck Llmacher Nov. 10, 1 : .;1 .,,_,. 

1 James H. Rollins. Jr. April 26, 1~:. 
2 fnnces Jane Rol~lns A~. 18, 1~ 

Married Keith L. Bird (Sept. ,., 
Married Ralph D. Figgins _;)~ 
(Sept. 29. 1969) ·: ·~-

3 Marie Aatolnettt Rolllas Oct. 30,':~ 
Married Gordon Hezmallia~h 
(Dec. 20. 1947) ,,;? 
Married James D. Ilse ( . · .~ 

William S. Marl!ll. Jr. May 16~:,_ 
Married Barbara Ame .. c·.· 

(June 23, 1945) _ .. _ "~'); 
• - ·-· •. !~·;~.1 

1 Mary Pltrlcia ~ ~ ~.:r 
Married John K. ~.,_ 

2 James M. Beny. Ill April~-

1 Catherine Susana Huslon Aug. 25, 1955· 

4 Thomas William Huslcn Ocl. 24, 1961· 

7 Jw.Muia.Jluslca Dec. 11;1969-

r1 Virginia Ftlicilu Benziger July 19., 1933· 
Married Thomas Cullen lacy 
(Feb. 11. 1956) 

I Patricia AM limcher March 2. 1942· 
Married Michael Sullivan Smilh 
(June 17. 1961) 
Married Slerling Horace Wolle, Jr. 
(March 20. 1982) 

1 Victor Marc llmicher Dec. 18, 1958· 
Married Theresia Claudelle Coleman 
(July 14. 1979) 

1 Mary Grace Bird July 11, 1946· 
Married Russell H. Cockrum 
(Nov. 17, 1967) 

4 Fnacea Ruth Bird Oct. 7. 1951 
Married Jeffrey Claud Turnbow 
(Dec. 15. 1969) 

7 David RllYIS Bird Aug. 2. 1955· 

10 Reber1 Blyon Bird July 29. 1959· 

I StQa Louise Hezmil!lalcb Sept. 10, 1948· 
Married John Joseph lilllejohn 
(July 1. 1972) 

4 ~lyn lelgb Ilse Oct. 8, 1960· 
Married Da!e w. Anderson 
(June 8. 198~\ 

2 Ann Marie Hualon Dec. 14. 1957· 
Married Ronald P. Hallagan 
(Feb. 21~.1987) 

5 Mary Therese Hustcn Nov. 1. 1963· 

8 Ertz1~et11 Ann Ruslan Oct. 6. 1971· 

2 Junette Lavena Benziger Jan. 15. 1946· 
Married Michael Palrick O'Neil 
(July 3, 1965) 

2 Donald Waller Umac!lar Jan. 25, 1945· 
Married Mary Burbage 
iJan. 13, 1968) 
Married Sandra Rochelle Ehrlich (Oec 
23. 1978) 

2 Lauls Philippe llmacher May 26. 1961· 

2 Catherine Anne Bird Ocl. 6, 1947· 
Married Palrick James Carlson 
(April 17, 1967) 
Married Kenneth Lynn Undenvood 
(March 3, 1974) 

5 Marla Delores Bird Nov. 12. 1952· 

8 Joyce Mary Bird June 3, 1957· 
Married Michael Francis lane 
(Aug. 24, 1973) 

2 linlla Marie Ilse June 15, 1952· 

5 Ku11 Rcderlck Ilse Sept. 27. 1962· 

3 Jouph Fm!erick Watson Sep!. 13, 1963· 

3 Helen Jane Hriilon Sept. 7. 1959· 
Married, Robert L Zieman, Jr. 
(May 22. 1982) 

6 R11te11 Waracn ffualon . Feb. 9, 1968_· 

3 Rohel1 James Llmaclter March 22. 1946· 
Married Crispen Cowdry Smith 
(Sepl. 9, 1967) 

3 Vlelorla Marie Bird June 7, 1949· 
Married Robert Lynn Montague 
(Jan. 18, 1969) 

6 Jan Tllerw Bird Nov. 1, 1953· 

9 Jamu Keilh Bird July 12. 1958· 

3 61'1!chen AM Ilse Sept. 1, 1958 
Married Gregory Ward Waltz 
(May 12, 1984) 
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Ann Watson 

1788-1808 
occGS REfERENCE ONL v 

From recoras of Fai rfield County, South carolina 
James Alexander Watson 
married Ann ___ _ 
J ames Alexander Watson died and A<ininistration Sood was made by Ano 
Watson, Wi lliam Lewis, James Crai g, Jesse 1-bvis, and George Lott. This 
dated (day not readable) October 1797. Ann Watson and William Lewis 
granted Letters of A<ininistration. On 31st Oct . 1797 appraisers listed 
the gcx:>ds and chattels as 458-14-10 1/10. Another document dated 4 
Septei!lber 1797 says Ann Watson and Jonathan Be 1 ton were granted Letters 
of Admr. 

U1 the 1810 Fairf ie ld County census page 197 a James Lewis is listed with 
1 male under 5 (Charles Alexander) , 1 male 26-45 (himself- age29) and 1 
female 16-25 (Sarah age 17) and 3 slaves. Next house is Ann Watson, 
herself ana another female over 45, 1 male age 10-16 and 2 males 16-26, 
and 23 slaves. 

After Ja-nes Alexander Watson died Ann 
Robertson of Fairfield County. She was his 
their marr i age agreement dated 18 December 
yet, but were marr i ed soon after. 

Watson married Wi lliam ---
3rd wife. Deed Book U-12 has 
1810. They were not married 

Basically his property at marriage to his heirs and hers to 
Witnessed by John Pickett_ James Lewis and James McCrory 
Recorded Apri l 11 1811 pages 12,13 of Record Book 1811-1812 

her heirs . 

In Ann __ Watson Robertson's will dated 17 September 1813 and proved 9 
November 1813, In will Book •6 page 196 Apt. 129 File I 445, Her son John 
watson was E~ecutor. Heirs mentioned , all sons: Ephriam Watson, William 
Ale~ander Watson, John Watson, James Watson, Richardson Walker Watson, 
Hardy Davis Watson. St'le only names 8 slaves in her will. 

There is a Jenn and William Watson on the 1800 census. 

In a paper from family researcher the following information is presented . 
May 1774 Alex Wa tSO<l age 35 from Strathspey bound for New York on George 
of Port Greenock. 

Wi lli am Al exander Watson rr~rried Elizabeth born a.bout 1778-80 died 19 
June 1857 L0n11des County Ms . buried Bevill Hill Cemetery. Will date for 
wm. Alex . 26 September 1823 Book 11 page 125. children : Nancy, Jane, 
Ruthy, Charlotte, Elizabeth, Walker. These were later in Winston and 
Lcwndes Co. Ms. and Greene, Sunpter and Tuscaloosa County Alabama. 
Wi lli~~ was probably born about 1782. He died in Fairfield County, S.C. 
and his wife Eliza.bt!th ....cnt to Al. and Ms. with her chi l dren. The 1820 
census of S.C. shows these 5 daughters and 1 son. 

Wi l lia~ and John were the o l dest 
the 1800 census. Ephriam was next 
1820 S .C. census . He has died, is 

(probably John) and both were l i sted on 
and was l i sted on 1810, but not on the 
mi ssed or rr-::>ved r-ou~ of\ iji.\j· CAL\f QRN\/j 

20 ORANG~ \.l9 J_._ . ' ~oc\ETY 
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Watson Family 

OCCGS REFERENCE ONLY 
Ann Wa t son (cont inued) 

CXte John Watson died in Fairfield Co . and his wi1 1 is recorded i n Volume 
1 ( 1787- 1819) sectiV<l 6 page 52, bu t this is probably the brother of 
James Alexander, not his son . 

CXte source says Harley and one Hardy (Davis) for another son, a Hardway 
is listea on Fairfie1a Co . census in 1820 showing 2 sons and 2 daughters. 

Richard walher Watson ~as born a.bout 1793 and died 1 September 1860 at 
his home in Fairfiel d County, South Carolina at age 67 . he marr ied 
Ha rriett Spann and they have several daughters and 1 soo. A Richard is 
listed in 1820 cens~s of Aboevi lle Co . but shews 2 soos and 2 daughters. 

There is another son James, "'h ich is the yo...ingest , I assume, about which 
nothing i s hnont1 at present . 

Am now checking James AleJt.ander Watsoo 1790 census and Ann Watson 1800 to 
see if she did not have daugh ters . (March 1, 1994) 
Received 17 March,1 994, 1800 Fai rfield co . SC census of Ann Wat son 
3 males under 10 , 3 rr.a.les 16-26 ,ooe fo;na l e 10-16 and 2 females 26- 45 
Af\n .... as born 10 February, 1788 , this \oiOU ld ma.he her 12 at time of this 
census. 
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