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1. Was the declaration made before & Court or s Judge ?Qi’.. L ;,_
& Il before & Judge, does it appesr that the applicant is disabled by bodily infirmity f

% How old is hei é;;!-u--r-v

: — . 7 !. j‘-q..-_,.'it...

4. Siate his service, as directed in the form annesed. d
Perol. Durstion of Bervice. Rask. St of Banant) a6 Fhelt (0ficom
j‘ Year, M/ﬂ. Iays Asm ‘
L= ! 1
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5 e |
- ‘?-:J_ﬂ‘..ﬂ-—'l-l —

‘? 5. [In what batiles was he engiged?

6. Where did ba reside when he enteced the service?

9 7. Is his statement supporied by living Illntlltﬂ. by l-u-uqr prool, by traditssary evideace, I( !
incideutal evidence, or by the rolls? & 7w Lo R
S~

- 8. #ulhpp:nlldmlﬂnhﬁrnﬂmthmhullu? and il so, in what respect! - &-‘ﬁﬂ&

e

X €eriilp that the foregoing statement snd the answers agree with the evidence in the case above
mentioned.
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Family Tree Search Leads
To Unique Ancestor

"Tracing ones ancestors hack
through history sometimes un-
cuvers incidents which ure better
lelt uneovered, but for history's
sake and the Hicentennial
celebration in 1976, the Wans,
family, of which Alice Watrs,
Newberg, is o member, is  un-
covering & host ol people lrom
every stute in the union who chum
lineage: of the fumily, and
uncestory they all can be prowd
al.

Ar one farmwus mon sad.
“When looking back  through
your ancestor may you be s
prowvd of them us they might be ol
you."

Van Waits, of Hollywood,
Culif., decided 1o irace the Walls
lumily. und made o hobby ol
checking every avenue  which
might lend him o s ultinite
goul.

Yumhill Countys cloim o the
fumed fumily begins with ol
Willlam Watts, lurer to be known
throughoutthe United States s
“Foghorn™. He was bornin Bowl-
ing Green, Missouri. Novemilwr
6, 1430, He was the second eldest
son of the Williaum Watts, who. m
152, hed the Wity wagin trun
west, Proud of his fumily’s ol in
e making of Amciica. Williim
Wapts would have been proeid -
deed could he Ruve konown than a
winn mecompany g homm would cast
the one vole which wonld decide
the glosest und most conirose -
sial presidentinl election i 1he
United Stutes history,

Hut he would be cogually proinl
of the son whiy hid fcturned
Teom Ciliforoin’s gold Hehds toas-
wist in herding the fumily’s live-
atock on w2000-mile journey ove
the Oregon Til. L

In Ovegon all of the Wit
hoys would pitch in 1o help the
family wer estahlished e ol
hiu county. one whi remamed
in Columbia county  as
remembered us its mast colon ol
sherifl.  And  soll another,
pioneering 1o the end ol his day«
in Qregon would Bither the fis
mayer.ol Seappoose, e cay tha
Erew an the spot where Hie Wails
wagon prin rolled 1o o stops

Foghom, alier only live yeuts
helping the Lumily get eatablished
im Cobomhin connry, woulid he
Jooked mhoun “us the debegate

Phar el vhe bopgest

'

T

STATE SENATO

i L
3

R, DOCTOR, MINISTER ... Dr. John

Witts, one of Yambill County's pioncers is best known for
his nickmime, “Foghom™ and his contribution 1o the elec-

tion of President Hayes,

s Ol s & varstb it
Clomiventasn ™ Woscems the young
oat byd ol Bonsedl ol
with a vince that won i u

mick el
And 1 would be sur-

pristmg indeed o, ot the age ol 27,
i i vied out it "Poghoin’ was
mot the voungest of Oregon’s
founding Tathers and famers ol
fs sttt

He meveed B iwan by Yamhill
Comny Daute an e PRSI s ol was
senl por dhe state senate. ot ol-
Trce wenled meid e b ke n Sl
Wty o P tor Wiitls, o ol

preterred, the Res. Wates, away
B Bus anesliwal practice on his
chiviech bo amy bengrh ol tinee oy
o alaverte, then one ol the
LRI s st Irospenos owns
B bl Begsnne mhvscuin il
vl v

Avvomding to Bda Warts Baos
e bt b Vo Woatts i s
sarate b Lo e Doty ol Hhe Wity
T A 1 (TR Sorng ian el i
ik v e poditgad wanld, s
shuphe clecten who wonihl attain
et e o ble repa-
Fiewnn il II:HIHE alvwided 1he glosest

Newherng
Graph

NEWBLEFRG, OREGON, THURSDAY,

MARCH 25, 1976

prrestdential election i the 115
Iy,

UReems Wity wos appainied
poastimaester of Fabivette mod there
bes o Dostorcad wle Dhe ollice
Becinme ol il imterest wlhien
e IRTH e, Woants, was elecied o
Preswdential  elector o 1he
Bepubhicin tcke

Thovginer Growes, 4
Phmvocrar, held that his election
wars ilhegin ] allegrng i wouhd cone
shitite holdong twao lede b ollices
Al e s e Watls esigied
s paesbister. At appomiid
tie. the three Republican elec-
Pos WORE Okl 1O Cantwoghi
amd 0 Wakls, met an i st
Dwuse, O ki thne, in o walkud
e theee deleated  Demoengn
cimhidates, LA Croonm. W I
Paskell, and K Klippel 1w
seeteliry ol the stale can Go e
it with an covelope -
s g Ul Eawogdin gl
Cromin o Demowsatic loser i the
lechion ) A heirted  discussion
Pollasnual

WL Dl ke oo paot i e

el Al
stated e would sesign, Thivn o
sewinin Cromin fonk tings it s
v baods, apperited  Biniscll
chamman, and appomied  tap
cotvenmient  men Parker aml
MEller 1o D e vacanties the
Repmbibcans Jere amd soted fin
Felden wd Headiwks, twa 1o
o Mewnwhile,  ignonmg
Covimin's  perioas,. he
Republicans Odell und
Cartwrght Do eheorcd Witts
Wl the electoral vaoney, Then
they cast theee votes i Hayes
aid Whieele

“Uhe wllair bod virned Into o
thice ring cireus. Bt the main
lavts  renmmined.  Fuch group
carried returns to Washingion
where the special eleetoral coine
fiission set up fos that purpose
would arbitrate  the  dispuie.
Cronn's group caried creden-
fls dssied by the governor, 1he
Republicans el their el
ol votes ond an abstraet ol e
st ehection vole attested by ihe
secretany ol stte and stmpwd
with the stare seal showing that
Chgem buned gone Re publican by
a L masgority and was eniitled
b e thiee woles i the electoral
corllege. e Lonal diecisiom whin by

Eve b Watts ithe one vore that
uiide Maves  presadent s
history |

i-Centennial project
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. Thils ditto copy was typed from a poor Thermofax copy of a
previoualy typed copy of another copy. And that copy had been made
from the:originalo I hope 1t hasn't changed too much from the

original. .
. I tried to keep all the spelling exactly as I found 1t, except
%or obvious typographical errors, but don't know héw many of the errors

1 spelling were made in recopying. I hope I haven't added any.

Esther A, Watts
Whittier, Ca. 90603

May 5, 1973
e
\J “""C-‘ \/
G2G: A
DRANGE TO. TA. GEN. S0C. /34

¢/o Huntington Beach Lihrary
7111 Talhert Av-r o
Huntinguo Beach, G0 L.v 0

) Presented by: f L
] Esther Watts ‘
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ORDER AND BILLING
FOR COPIES OF
VETERAN'S RECORDS

!
Date received by

Please rond mjermotion on the back and follew instrinctions below, National Archives

Submit ¢ sepormle sot ol cder lorms lor-each w=lemn. Do nol temove any
of the ghests of thiz 4-part set.  You will be billed 52.00 for ouch e

reptodiused. Do not mail payment with your order. Thik form will be re-
turned to you did serwie 08 your bill when we 1] your erder, P

Maif the completq
antof this onder to

2

Military Service Hecords (NNCE), Natiomal Archives (GS4), Woshington, BC 20408

14 CHECK RETORD DESIRED

REQUIRED MINIMUM IDENTIFICATION OF YETERAN

[ pEnsion 2. VETERAN (Gine lost, Tirst tnd middle. namee) 3. STATE FROM WHICH
| i HE SERVED
] Bounty LAND WARRANT P
APPLICATION (Service 3
Ve X% IO Suiy) 4. WAR IN WHICH, OR DATES BETWEEN WHICH HE 5, IF SERVICE WAS CIVIL WAR
[ micirary SERVED Munied [ congeoeraTE
PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IF KNOWN
&. UNIT I WHICH HE SERVED (Name of regiment | ¢~ BRANGH IN WHICH HE SERVED If ather, specify:

or number, pompany, ete., or rame of ship

O inramry - T cavatey [T arTittery 1 navy
B.,KIND OF SERVICE 9. PENSIDN DR BOUNTY LAND FILE

[Tl vouisiteens [] REcULARS AR

10. DATE OF BIRTH

1. [PLACE OF BIRTH [City, county, State, ete.l] 12. NAME OF WIBDW OR: OTHER CLA IMANT

13, ODATE OF DEATH

4, PLACE OF DEATH 15, IF VETERAN LIVED IN A HOME FOR S0L -

DIERS, GIVE LOCAT FON f ity oo Stale)

5.

FLACELS) YETERAN -LIVED AFTER SERVICE

17. WOUR NAME AND ADDRESS
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DO NOT WRITE BELOW - 5PACE IS FOR NATIONAL ARCHIVES TO REPLY TO YOU

ENCLOSED ’ [d#ension  [] somvry Lao ] miLITARY

THIS IS NUWMBER OF FILES FROMWHICH

] YOUR COPIES WERE REPRODUCED AMODUNT )

BILL bUE
Please resnit the above ameunt in the enclosed addressed envelope with
the white copy of this {om.

WE. WERE RECORDS

UNABLE TO SEARCHED

COMPLETE FOR RUT ’ D PENSTON D BOUNTY LAND DMILITJ’I.RT

YOUR ORDER | NOT FOUND

D We found _ pension o bounly land files and militory service files for
veterans of the sume name (o simllar varations), You moy order coples by =itming
the enclosed, marked forms.

D When we are unable to {ind o record for o veteran, this does nol necessarily mean -that
he did not serve: You maoy Beoble to obtom informotion obout him from the Stote
archives.

D Ses ottoched foms/leallata/information shegt, [j See ravorge.

D Please complete llems 3 (give full name), 3 and 4, and resubmit.

BEARCHER FILE DES1GNATION

DATE

IPSRCMEER OF BLANK ORDER
FORMES YOU WOLILD
LIKE SENT Tyl 4

CRSHTER

GEMERAL SERM | CES ADMINILSTRAT 1 ON

GSA rome 6751

IREY. 2-75)
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the case of Setts iadd
in the State of
Lhet 7ih June, 1839,)
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Was the declaration male befure a Court or 8 Judge ?

7

I before a Judye, does it appear that the applicont s disabled by bodily infirmity &

How old is he?

Slate lis service, a8 directed in the furm aouesed.
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under whain ha scrved.
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5. Lo what butiles wulu-uﬂ:d}y‘?”iu&
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6. Where did he reside when he entered the muiui"él%"f #.‘/i:‘é-}'

Is his statemsent supported by livieg witsesses, by documentary proof, by tradilionary evidence, by

incidvital evidence, or by the culls? (’ru A A pre a

. Are the papers defective a8 to furm or authentication? and if so, in what mpt:t-‘-"fi'z"d-‘a'ﬂ" s
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PETER WATTS, 8, 30768
. BA=-J/uLB
Mras. ¥illiam R, Johnson
350 East King Street
Franklin, Indiena

Dear Madom:

* Reforonse is made to your letter in whioh you request $he
ragord of Peter Watts, a soldier of the Hevolutionary War,

The data whioh follow ware obteined from the papers on
file in pension oleim, 3. 30768, based upon the revolutionary
War servioe of Petor Watts.

He was born in 1756 in Culpeper County, Virginis; the mames
of soldier's paremts are not shown in the olaim,

While residing in Guilford County, NHorth Oarclina, he
enlisted in May, 1773, and served as a private in Captain Jolm
Helson's gompany, Colonel Thowae "Pogue's" (probably mesnt for
Thomas Polk's) 4" North Carclina Hegimenk; longth of service
one year.

The soldlsr realdsd io Gullford County, iorth Carelina,
until 1770, when he moved to Kentuoly,.

Pator datts wes allowed penslon on his applicutichn ezoouted
Movembcr 20, 1832, while a rosident of Shelky Oounty, Kantueky.

No referance was mads in the olaim %o wife or ohildren.

In 1832, one A, O, Wetts was residing in Shelby County
Kentuoky, nhil.nnlhin to soldler not stated. '

Yery trily youras

4y D, HILL:H
dssiotunt to Aduiplstretor
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January B, 1939,

Mre., Bryaa E111 BA-J /ILL
Route #5 Gsorge Uatts
Cookoville, Tennssses. W. 1009
Dear Uadam

Asference 1s mads to your lstter in shich you request the
Revolutionary &s record of Osorge Ustts, & pensionsr of Jackson
Oounty, Tennssses, in 1633,

The data which follow are found in the papers on file ia
pension olsim, W. 1009, based upon servios in the Revolutionary War
of Georse Tatts.

Osorze liatts was bora Janusry 11, 1763, in Hanover Oounty,
Virginis; the nameu of his parents are not shown, At the time of the
Revolutiounry Jar, he resided in Minety=8ix Diatriot (later Lsurens
Matriot), South Carelina.

Oeorlge Tatte snlisted in Ssptembar 1779, served asm privats

and serzeart in Captain William Davis' company, Colonel Millianas!

South Carolina regipent, was at th- Slege of Savannah and in the battle

there October Sth, and was discharged at Augustm, having served thres

monthe, He enlicted in Vay 1781, and served six months as privats

in Cuptain 3immone' Scuth Carolina company, during which he wap in the

Blege of linsty-3ix undsr commanl of Colonsl Fashingion. He voluntesrsd

about Noveaber 20, 1781, and served one year a8 privats in Oaptaeln

Samusl lioore's South Jarolina company, which corpany eas com-ended later

by Lieutenant Joseph fMeed, durlug which he was in a severs engpuseiieut

with the Vory leader Cunninghum and escaped Ty ewimziug the Saluds iliver.
~“He enlisted in December 1782, and seived thres months as private in

Captaln Fobert Warwoll's company in Cengral Flokens' caxpalgn cgoloet the

" Indians, durins which he burnod Indian towns, sssisted in killing Lhelr

. warriors and in taking thelr sguiwe and children prisoners,

The soldier recided in Laurens Distriot, South Omrolina, from
which place he moved to Jackson Courky, Tennssues,

Oearse Yattes was cllowed pension on his applicition sxecuted -




Decesber 6, 1833, at which tise he resided in Jaokson Oouriy, Tennes-
ses, “p had resided in that county for mobe tham twenty years. He
dled January 4, 1835, 3}
e BT

Gecarge Matts married April 21,the year|1769, Mary ¥. Yalkerjthey
were married at her father'y houss in Lonrens Distriot, South Carolinaj
the names of her parents ars not showm.

llary B. Tatts, the soldier's widow, was allowed pension on hew
spplic tion executed October 10, 1838, st which time she was aged
seventy-one years. Ghe resided then in Jackson County, Tennsssse. She
was living ‘here in 1849,

The nazes of the ¢h!ldren of George Watts and his wife, Mary, are
showvn as fallom

Sally Satts borm March 1, 1790
Yartha®. * ®  soril 22, 1793
Janse . . Jamuary 3, 1704
Monsfield ® ®  DNecasber 19, 1790,
Kanay W, . 8 pedust 9, 1787,
Lucindia . ' april 28, 179
Susunnah . . Hovember 9, 1801,
Anm T. " " Yebruary 23, 1604
Tazney . " Jamuary 4, 1808,

The fellowins was recorded alse=

Elisa Watts grandohild of G & Pollyy Watte borm December 31, 1013,

In 1833, James Watts, a brother of George Watts, resided in Lanr-ns
Distriot, South Carelina.

In 1838, Bally ¥. Csborn, aged fifty-seven years, stated that she
was prese:t at the marriage of her slster, Hary B., to Osorge Watts. OCne
Martha ‘alker, & resident of sald Jackeom County, in 1838, rave her age
as anbout sirty-eirht vearsi she lived as a neighbor to Osorge Uatte and
Vary B. ns children, and was an sttandant at Gbelr marriage) shs did not
state any relctionship to the family,

In 1848, Merunder MoOnwley and 3. U. Molawlay witnesced the signature
of uary B, Natts, ths soldier's widow, in Jattkwon County, Tennopseq) ne




relationship to the soliisr's fasily wes stated.

In ordsr to obtairn the date of last payment of penclon, name
5 of person peld, and, pussitly, the date of death of this pensiches,
you should adlress Ths Comptroller Jenerul, Osnsral Asoomting
Offica, fecords Division, this eity, and oite the following

Mery B, VWatts, widow of Ceorge Watte,
o Cartificate #1704
¥ Issusd 'wroh 16, 1B49
Mate $83.88 per annum
3 Costenced March 4, 1848
. Act of Fehruary 3, 1648
Touasgoeed AJ00OY.

Yory truly yours,

A. D. HILLER, y s..
Erecautive ssslstant i
ko ths Administrater,
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CEIEBRATICN OF AMERICA'S BICENTENNIAL BY DESCERDANTS OF WATTS FAMILY PIONEERS

JEE nation's i " Bren bert, Director, i;%*
=3I Washington County Museum, Hillsboro, Orepon. i

CLf e

I%

Mantpome The Landmarks Foundation of Montgomery has provided the DESCENDANTS OF WATTS
FAMILY PIONEERS with information concerning memorials to Thomas Hill Watts,
the Confederzcy's first Attorney General. Buried in Montgomery's Ozkwood Ceme-
teary, St. Margaret's Hospital stands on the site of his home and there is a
plague on the building concerning this. A portrait of him hangs in the State

Capitol.
ARTZONA
Douglas The recovery by Arizona's DOUGIAS DAILY DISPATCH of the lost history of WATTS

CASTLIE is sparking BICENTENNIAL PILGRIMAGES south of the border. In the last
quarter of the 19th century a Francis Harrison Tyler Watts bullt part of this
border town including many business buildings and residences. Many of them, in.
cluding a WATTS HOTEL, wers reported still in use in the 1930's. About the turn
of the century Watts brought the first automcbile to Douglas. South of ths bor-
der he began z land, cattle and mining empire and became good friends with Gen-
eral Florencio Ruiz who had been placed in charge of the Masxican end of the cam-
pagn by President Porfirio Diaa, Their friendship iz said to have begun when the
General rode to the rescue of Watts and his cowboys, beseiged by Geronimo and his
Apache band. His son, Francis Marion Watts, would wed the Ceneral's daughter,
build WATTS CASTIE and expand the Watts' holdings into control of millions of
Mexican acres = dwarfing the mere few hundred thousand which oceasionally brought
Hearst to Mexico - and to WATTS CASTLE - the inspiration for his own fabulous San
Simeon! But - for more on this - see MEXTCO under NOTES FROM ABROAD.

Phoenix It was in Pheenix, in 1879, that Big Ben Watts would file the first of his appli-
cations for patents for the portable hay presses he would later manufacture in
California. But there are other reasons why Phoenix has 2 sentimentzl atiachment
for many Wattses! For many years follouing the Mexican Revolution it would provida
a kaven for the CASTLE WATTSES who had fled across the border. Eventually, ssveral
generations of this branch of the family - offshoots of the COVERED WACON WATTSES -
would find homes in California. But to this day Lupita Watts Olsen and her hus-
band, Verner, own the Casa Santa Maria Nursery in Phoenix. Lupita is the young-
est daughter of the builder of WATTS CASTIE and Guadalupe Ruiz, daughter of s
Mexican generasl. Today, Phoenix's St. Francis Cemetery, where both Francls Marien
Watts and Guadalupe are buried, has bscome a shrine for visiting CASTLE WATTSES.

Prescott Here, about 1878, and before moving socuth to Douglas, Francis Harrison Tyler Watte
would build Arizona's first flour mill.

Tueson About 1862 the WATTS WARD MUDO, then a slave of Geronimo, would bs purchased from
that renegade by a Tucson contiractor, Sentiago Suviate - but woula remaln in il-
legal bondage until 1878 when he was freed by Gsneral Florencio Ruiz whose daugh-
ter would wad Francis Marion Watts. The story is that the General had hired Su.
viate to restore an old mission south of the border. The contractor would bring
MUDO with his laburers, But - enjoying botl the General's kindnesses and sympatnell
attention from the mission fathers, the Indian deafmute would refuse to return to
Tucson. Instead, for the next €4 years and until his death jnq burial in L9s An-
geles at the age of 134 he would remain a ward of General Ruiz and then the Watt.
ses5 - but ses Minneapolis item.

THQUIRIES CONCERNING THE CEIEBHATION MAY BE MADE TO VIN

MEWIS  LETTER




GALTFCRNTIA
Hakersfield

Eeverli Hi’lis

Buena Park

Ida Strong Seggel sends a copy of a will in which her great grandmother Eliza-
beth Jacoby Watts, linked all three families - WATTSES, BOONES and LINCOINS -

in a single document. Currently continuing her research and recovery of family
history in Bakersfield, Ida is a great granddaughter of the John Watts of Vir-
ginia with whom the transcontinental WATTS FAMILY migration began.

A picture window exhibit reporting events in WATTS FAMILY'S celebration of A.
MERICA'S BICENTENNIAL has brought Jjournalists and photographers and - from through
out Los Angeles and Orange Counties - WATTS DESCENDANTS! One came all the way
from E1 Monte and two drove a hundred mlles round trip from Laguna Hills! The
exhibit has been endorsed as an official project by both the LOS ANGELES COUMTY
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION and - since the nationwide celebration actually is SPARKED
from within the City of Los Angeles - by the LOS ANGELES CITY BICENTENNTAL COMMIT=
TEE. In the heart of downtown Beverly Hills the exhibit has made news in other
publications but also in Beverly Hills papers, the 10S ANGEIES CITY BICENTENNIAL
NEWSLETTER and the LOS ANCELES TIMES.

Log Angeles Times  FEBRUARY 29, 1976

Memorabilia Displayed

A window dizplay at the Lawrence Block Ca. Inc. build-
ing, 174 N. Canon Drive, Beverlv Hills, has won anproval
as a Bicentennial project from the Board of Supervisors
on the recommendation of the county Bicentennial Com-
mission. .

.The display is titled "Watts Family's Beverly Hills Pie-
ture Window Exhihit” and is deseribed by 1Iét_an!eirﬁls:r..
Steenbock, the commission's executive secrelary, as "one
of many projects composing a virtually nationwide esle-
bration of America’s Bicentennial by descendants of

As part of this Orange County City's celebration of AMERICA'S BICENTENNIAL the
BUENA PARK NEWS plans to publish BEN WATTS' TRAIL LOG. Big Ben Watts died here
in 1911 and was buried in Anaheim Cemetery. The eldest son of William Watts who
led the WATTS WAGON TRAIN 'Jest, Big Ben was a brother of the fabulous FOGHORN
WATTS who celebrated AMERICA'S CENTENNIAL in a unique way and who in turn - as
you will see in these pages = will be uniguely celebrated in her BICENTENNIAL!
In 1850 FOGHORN followed BIG BEN to the goldfields_  In 1852 Big Ben would be
there waiting when the rest of the family arrived in Oregon. And still later it
would be Big Ben who led the way into Arizona and Sonora followed by a younger
brother, Francis Harrison Tyler Watts, about whem we have spoken., But of his 85
years - all Yived WEST of the Mississippi - Big Ben would spend more of them in
California than in any other state. In 1849 he had arrived with the FORTY-NINERS!
In 1873 we find him in the S5an Joaguin Valley where he would plonesr and engi-
neer California‘s first commercial irpigation project. In 1880 he would file ao-
plication for the second of his patents for portable hay balers in Los Angeles,
Then, in the 1880's, in Hanford, Kings County, he would manufacture them. An ad-
vertising card plectured Big Ben in the field with a model of his "WATTS BALING
CHARTOTS"! Forty-niner, judge, engineer, inventor and manufscturer, today botk
OREGON'S WATTS HOUSE and MEXICO'S WATTS CASTLIE - built by Watts Descendents and
marking the western extensions of the Watts Family migrations - stand as monu-
ments to his monumental pioneering! And when, in 1911, he passed away he left
behind him an important contribution to ‘he history of the WEST and California -
an old TRAIL LOG which chronicles an intriguing tale of the FORTY-NINERS!



éALIFéRNIA(cont)

" Burbank

Camarillo

Campo De
Cahuenga

Clements

City of Mystery! At least it has A HOUSE OF MYSTERY! In it for many years and
until his death at the age of 134 as verified by an autopsy - lived what must
have been the nation's oldest human inhabitant - the Indian Wonder Man and
deafmute - the WATTS WARD MUDO! But his secret will be out when published! (And
see Minneapolis item?!) Not so for the secret of Guadalupe Ruiz Watts! Daughter
of a Mexican General and widow of the builder of WATTS CASTIE, until she passed
away in 1958 at the age of 88 - having lived the better part of a century -
Guadalupe lived quietly in this lovely red-tiled Spanish style cottage at 120
South Keystone Street. Her daughter Mary, the only member of the family still
living with Guadalupe at the time of her death was herself in her sixties and
not in the best of health, She would soon be placed in a rest home,

Now - in separate letters to both this writer and Burbank's Ben Watts - Sister
Clara watts, 0.S.F., writes that when their mother had passed away, Mary had
disposed of a number of boxes containing her effects by having them buried in
the yerd!, The boxes contained personal correspondence which Mary believed
should remain confidential. But - quite likely containing also photographs, do-
cuments and even artifacts from Mexico - Sister Clara is postive they econtained
a large bundle of correspondence between Mexico's President Porfirio Diaz and
their grandfather, General Florencio Ruiz! No doubt these letters included many
details of the campaign against Geronimo and could have included numercus refer-
ences to George and William Randolph Hearst - both close friends of Diaz! Now
anyone who hzs read the badly neglected history of the period and area can ap-
preciate how historians would relish a find like that! :

But Burbank's Ben Watts, who still lives on Keystone Streefin a house only a
few blocks away, thinks it would be a tough job to recover this invaluable lost
history and is not at all certain it would have survived the rains which occa-
sionally seep into Southern California‘'s normally dry soil.Nevertheless, it is
worth a try and, hopefully, perhaps the present owner of Burank®'s HOUSE OF MYS-
TERY and the Burbank Historical Society will cooperate in a salvage operation!
It should be said here that it was Burbank's Ben Watts in whose possession was
discovered both BEN WATTS®' TRAIL LOG, written by his great uncle and namesake
and, also, evidence that, on the maternal side, he is descended from one of Ca-
lifornia®'s old landgrant families! But see Camarillo item below!

On October 29, 1965 the LOS ANGELES TIMES reported that a portion of the former
Ruiz Family Ranch had been sold to in-laws of Senator Robert F. Kennedy. The
CASTIE WATTSES of the SOUTHWEST and, formerly, MEXICO, trace their ancestors on
the maternal side to both a Commandante of the San Diego Presidio and the his-
toric Rancho Calleguas, which once covered much of southeast Ventura County.

In 1870 a portion of it was sold to Don Juan Camarillo to form the present day
Rancho Camarillo. The 1965 purchase by the brothers of Mrs. Ethel Kennedy in-
volved 4,600 acres, reportedly sold for twelve million dollars.

A Los Angeles publicati®n  DISCOVER MEXICO, plans to publish pictures and arti-
cles which will link Californié's famed CAMPO DE CAHUENGA, officially billed as
“THE BIRTHPIACE OF CALIFORNIA" and located just across the street from Holly-
wood's Universal Studios, with MEXICO'S WATTS CASTIE.

Susie Watts Allmond, who has been researching the origins of the COVERED WAGON

'WATTSES -who branched out over much of the WEST, has been put in touch with ano-

ther Watts descendant, a Mrs. Margaret E. McClain of San Marino. It looks like
their research will converge in Virginia. Beyond that - material which has come
from both evidences that their lines of the family came from Somerset “ounty,
England. This is the English County from which the HOLLOW TREE WATTSES of Clin-
ton County, New York, are known to have originated.



CALIFORNIA(cont)

Hollywood Watts blood flowed in the veins of that Hollywood legend - Marilyn Monroe!
Marilyn, who chose her mother's maiden name for a stage name, was a Watts des-
cendant. Many Wattses are aware that James Monroe's maternal grandmother was a
Jane Watts. Not really an orphan at zll = in a book about Marilyn, her second
husband, Producer Bob Slatzer, reveals - and just in time to help us celebrate
our BICENTENNIAL - "I once helped her trace her lineal descent from that dis-
tinguished forebsar (President Monroe)".

Los Angeles A suggestion that a movie be based on the 1ife of GENERAL STEPHEN WATTS KEARNY -
“THE FATHER OF THE UNITED STATES CALVARY", has been added by the LOS ANGELES
CITY BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE to a source list made avallable to those interested
in producing BICENTENHIAL films. But concerning KEARNY see also Santa Fe and NYC
items.
The City of Los Angeles has purchased as a cultural facility the famous WATTS
TOWERS, built by Simon Rodia but by chance of location as much a monument to
the Julia A. Watts who in the last century came into possession of the part of
the big EL RANCHO TAJUATA now known as Los Angeles' WATTS SECTION. Research
is expected to reveal this Julia A. Watts was a member of the COVERED WAGON
BRANCH of the family.

San Diego In 1806 z Don Francisco Maria Rulz was ordered from Santa Barbara to become
Acting Commandante of the Presidic at San Diego., Months later a Don Jose De
La Guerra would arrive in San Diego to claim the post by precedence of rank -
though he outranked Ruiz by only a few days. A much older man Ruiz was an uncle
of Don Jose's wife, a Carrillo, and no doubt thought that all this should count
for something! He bowled the young upstart over with a mighty swat! Whereuoon
Don Jose leaped to his feat with drawn sword! Blood was spared only when friends
interceded. Both friends and relatives prevziled upon them to settle the quar-
rel amicably. And, no doubt, because it was looked upon as a family affair both
received only mild reprimands from the Governor and Viceroy. Mow this story is
told here only because several generations of CASTIE WATTSES of the SOUTHWEST
and, formerly, MEXICO, and about whom you will read much in these pages look
back upon both antagonists as relatives! A claim substantiated by no less an
authority than Father Joseph Thompson who not only confirms the incident in EL
GRAN CAPITAN, a book he had written sbout his own maternal great grandfather,
De L3 Guerra - but called the Wattses "cousins"!

San Francisco In 1875, in an EIECTORAL COLIEGE vote of 185 to 184 (Hayes vs. Tilden) FOGHORN

dﬁTTS uriquely celebrated AMERICA'S CENTENWNIAL by casting the ONE VOTE which
decided the cleosest Presidential election in U, S. history!l
Now - and just in time to celebrate AMERICA'S BICENTENNIAL - FOGHORN'S "lost"
diary has been located in San Francisco - in the LIBRARY OF THE CALIFORNIA
HISTORICAL SOCTE Ty ¢

San Marino A Watts descendant in San Marino, a2 Mrs, Margaret E. McClain, writes that she
seeks material concerning several generztions of Edward Wattses beginning in
the 1700's in Culpepper County, Virginia.
Also in San Marino, California's famed HIUNTIMNGTON LIBRARY AND ART GALLERY has
received a BICENTENNIAL gift of a WATTS HYMNAL. Ineidentally, one of tha best
known stories about the [everend Dr. Isazc Watts is that, invited to spend a
week at the estate of the Lord Mayor of London, he remained till his death
thirty-six years later! And, oddly, a similar story is told about Sir George
Frederlick Watts who in 1851 becams the permanent guest of Mr. and Mrs. Thoby Prin-
sep at 2%don's Little Holland House. "He came to stay three days, he stayed
thirty yearsi" Mrs, Prinsep would boast of England's greatest painter! To which
might be added only this note - it has just been learned that in response to our
suggestion of months ago the HUNTINGTON ART GALLERY has on order the latest blo-
graphy of Sir George, entitled ENGLAKD'S MICHELALGELOY




" CALIFORNIA(cont)
Santa Maria

Toluca Lake

Whittier

D.C -8
Washington

Sister Clara Watts, the family’s own YFLYING NUN*, has sent us an outline of
the WATTS-RUIZ IEGEND - a wonderful story which she hopes to find time to write
and which traces the Ruiz side of her family, the CASTLE WATTSES, back to early
Californian and even Spanish origins and the paternal side back to MEXICO'S
WATTS CASTIE which, in 1972, she revisited. One of her many interesting anec.
dotes concerns the padre who, as the Los Angeles County and City prison chap-
lain for the last 26 years of his life, became famed as "FATHER JOE". Father
Joseph De La Guerra Thompson was a descendant of the Yankee sea captain, Al-
pheus Thompson, immortalized in TWO YEARS BEFORE THE MAST. On his maternal side
he had descended from Don Jose De La Guerra about whom he would publish a book
and from Francisco Sepulveda who cgme :to California with Father Junipero Serra.
But he was related also to such other great California families- as the Carril-
los and Ruizes, How come then - when in 1967 "FATHER JOE" passed away the sec-
tion in the front of the church reserved for family mourners was occupied - not
exclusively - but most prominently and conspicuously by Wattses!
The hundreds who came to mourn his passing would include cousins like movie ac-
But "FATHER JOE®" was a lifelong friend of the Wattses whom he called "cousins" -
for through the Ruiz Family he was a Watts relative! Both Father Marion Watts
and Sister Clara Wattis had followed him into the Franciscan orders?! And with the
passing of many closer kin, towards the end of his 80 years the aged padre adop-
ted the Watts family as his own! Now - at BICENTENNIAL time - “FATHER JOE®
deserves to be remembered both as the wonderful person he was and as one of our
family's several links with the history of early Californial
But here's where it all began = at Tolwdca Lake in the City and County of Los
Angeles May 22, 19741 For it was on that date that the shot heard around the
nation was fired by the mighty 1little TOLUCAN! Not everyone who read it's
"WHAT*S UP, WATTS!™ ~ a bit of family history and humor - was a Watts! But -
it seems that everyone who read it knew a Watts somewhere! And that's where.
they sent copies! The results - reported in that Beverly Hills exhibit and in
this NEWSLETTER among other publications - have been a virtually nationwige
explosion of the WATTS FAMILY'S celebration of AMERICA'S BICENTENNIAL!
Still another California town where a Watts can be found researching and wri-
ting?! Here it is Mrs. Esther Watts whose research, some of which has been pub-
lished, has been highly praised by no less a genealogist than Ida Strong Seggel,
another Watts descendant currently digging into archives in Bakersfield.

The family celebration reaches into the nation®'s CAPITAL! In 1876 a New York
publisher, Mrs, Charles F. Diehm, filled AMERICA'S CENTENNIAL SAFE with memen-
toes of the times and turned it over to CONGRESS - but kept the KEY to its

inner strong box! Now - who turns up in Washington with the KEY but a Thomas

L. Watts of Gainesville, Florida, who had inherited it from a great aunt to whom,

in turn, it had been bequeathed by Mrs. Deihm! But - for more on this - read

FLORIDA
Gainesville

Gainesville, Florida, item below!

If the man with the KEY to AMERICA'S CENTENNIAL SAFE'S inner strong box has
anything to say about it - and he intends to press Congress for action -

-Americans celebrating their TRICENTENNIAL may also have a Watts to thank for

a small but inspiring contribution! Thomas L. Watts told the Associated Press,
"After the safe has been opened and the mementoes taken out, they ought to be
replaced with something from each of the 50 states - not things to brag about,
but pictures and other things that would show what life wgs like in the 20th
Century, and then the safe should be locked agrin until the TRICENTENNIAL."
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Linked in history with both OREGON'S WATTS HOUSE and MEXICO'S WATTS CASTLE

and marking the route of the family*s transcontinental migration from Virginia,
the OLD WATTS-JACOBY LOG HOUSE participates:.in the ANNUAL TOUR OF OLD KENTUCKY
HOMES.

Less than two miles away is the old STARK HOUSE, also known as the STARK-METEER
HOME. Both of these old houses were built by Captain James Stark, a Revolution-
ary soldier whose son, Judge James Stark II, would wed Jane Watts. The Wattses,
Starks and Jacobys were related through a number of marriages. All three fami-
lies had migrated from Virginia and elements of all three would continue on with
the great Westward migration into Missouri.

A story which has come down through the HOLLOW TREE WATTSES - your editor's
branch of the family - on December 28, 1915 patent rights were granted to his
uncle, Silas John Watts, for a flintlng machine used in the manufacture of
paper and 12 of which did the work of 108 they replaced in the Springfield
factory in which he rose from apprentice to president.

Built in 1768, Hampshire County®s Lillian Watts Blakesley House, also known as
the OLD STAGECOACH INN, on the Huntington Road, is reportedly being restored
to look 1like the old BOSTON AND ALBANY STAGECOACH stop it once was.

The Minneapolis magazine, MEXICAN WORLD, plans to publish the story of the
WATTS* WARD MUDO - SLAVE OF GERONIMO - the Indian wonder man who lived 134
Years -~ many of them as a ward of the CASTLE WATTSES.

Several Watts families would settle in Minnesota where a Watts descendant,
William Watts Folwell, would write a four-volume history of the state published
in 1930 by the Minnesota Historical Society.

His hometown and birthplace, which also happens to be the PIKE COUNTY SEAT
where his grandfather, Major John Watts, settled in 1816, plans to celebrate the
BICENTENNTAL in part with a play revolving around FOGHORN WATTS.

A replica of the first cabin in which James Stark IT and Jane Watts lived in
this PIKE COUNTY town is being constructed as a feature of the MISSOURI BICEN-

. TENNIAL. This Jane Watts was an aunt of FOGHORN WATTS, a sister of the William

Watts who led the WATTS WAGON TRAIN West and the oldest daughter of Major John
Watts and Elizabeth Jacoby. Jane had seventeen children by Judge James Stark II,
fifteen of whom were raised to maturity. Out of this family would come two gover.
nors of Missouri and the famous STARK BRO'S NURSERIES which the great Luther
Burbank would select to continue his experiments and which boast on their letter-
head "LARGEST IN THE WORID - OLDEST IN AMERICA - ESTABLISHED 1816".

"The most original and unique! observance of the Nation's BICENTENNIAL - the
nationwide celebration by DESCENDANTS OF WATTS FAMILY PIONEERS was conceived

and coordinated by a New Hampshirite and member of the NEW HAMPSHIRE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY, Van Watts, now a resident of the Hollywood area and member of the Holly-
wood Council of the Navy League.

Wattses visiting the Jersey Shore have been told that "GIVE *EM WATTS!" is an

‘expression still heard in New Jersey where it became the battle cry of Ameri-

cans beseiged in a church during the Revolutionary Battle of Monmouth and who
kept up the pretense of battle - when they ran out of musketballs - by substie
tuting wadded paper from plentiful WATTS HYMNALS!

A Watts Descendant would become the first American governor of New Mexico where,
in 1947, a "STEPHEN WATTS KEARNY CENTENNIAL" was celebrated and where the basic
law of the state is still the "KEARNY CODE". But see, also, the NYC item below.
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NEW YORK
Mooers

Lorraine Orr, a reporter who sparked Mooers® celebration of the BICENTENNIAL with
stories about its old WATTS HOUSE was herself named to the town's BICENTENNIAL
COMMITTEE!

New York City Maybe one of our researchen;will let us know for sure - but it's our guess that

Plattsburgh

NORTH CAROLINA

Durham

OKLAHOMA
Watts

Manhattan's WATTS STREET was named after the John Watts who was the maternal
grandfather of General Stephen Watts Kearny, the Commander of the Army of the
West and "Father of the United States Calvary". To the Indians Kearny was "The
Horse Chief of the Long Knives!® But he has also been called by historians "The
Conqueror of the West" and "The First of America's Great Proconsuls" - all of
which make his antecedents most interesting! In "SOLDIER OF THE WEST", a bioe
grapher, the late Dwight L. Clarke of Los Angeles, states that Kearny's mother
was a Susanna Watts who 4 tyrn was a danehter of a John Watts of New York City.
The son of a Robert Watts who "belonged to a family long distinguished in Scot-
land", this John Watts was the last Royal Recorder of the Province of New York,
member of the King's Council, a founder of the New York Public Library and the
first President of the New York Hospital. With this background how could the old
gentleman have been anything but a Loyalist! And he died soon after his large
estates were confiscated. But, perhaps because of his many good works, after the
Revolution the New York State lLegislature did the decent thing and restored the
properties of this John Watts to his daughter Susanna, the mother of Stephen Watts
Kearny. Stephen's share of this inheritance eventually would pay for his educa-
tion at Columbia. And - if he was only half a Watts - on the occasion of AMERICA'S
BICENTENNIAL - His contributions to her history should be. remembered with pride!
They more than make up for his Tory grandfather$ Yet who would have thought that
“The Father of the United States Calvary" came - not out of West Point - but out
of Columbia! Or that "The Horse Chief of the Long Knives" was an Ivy Leaguer!
The Clinton County Historical Society published the story of BUCK BAKER, a
legendary border strong man whom many HOLLOW TREE WATTSES claim as a maternal
grandfather. On the paternal side this branch of the family - your editor's -
traces its origins to a British soldier who, in something less than gratitude
for the theft of his inheritance by foster parents, deserted when the British
retreated into Canada from the Battle of Plattsburgh - concealing himself for
sometime after the battle in a HOLLOW TREE!

In 1974, its BOth year, Durham's WATTS HOSPITAL dedicated its annual report "IN
MEMORY OF GEORGE WASHINGTON WATTS" who, in 1895, donated a hospital and also
made up the deficits for those who would not or could not pay". Mr. Watts died
in 1921, But the hospital would manage to continue even through the Great De-
pression due to the efforts and contributions of his son-in-law, John Sprunt Hill
and his grandson, George Watts Hill. In 1968 voters approved a 20 million dollar

., bond issue for a new hospital building on the edge of town. Today WATTS HOSPITAL

is affiliated with the Duke University Medical Center and other North Carolina
institutions of learning.

Both the WATTS FAMILY and CLAN BUCHANAN COAT OF ARMS designs are documented in
BURKE'S GENERAL ARMORY. Pictures and plaques and brief family and clan his.

tories can be obtained from several sources including Halbert's Inc., 3687 Ira
Road, Bath, Ohio 44210

DESCENDANTS OF WATTS FAMILY PIONEERS have received from the Adair County Chero-
kee Historical Society a history of the little Oklahoma town named after a John
Watts, the half Indian and half English CHIEF OF THE CHICKAMAUGA CHEROKEES
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OREGON
Beaverton

Hillsboro

McMinnville

Newberg

Portland

Beaverton's proudest boast is that it was once BEAVER VILLAGE! When the Wattses
and other mid-nineteenth century pioneers arrived here they found virtually the
whole area carved up into a series of ponds and dams on which beaver homes had .
been built. Needless to say - the ploneers were hard put to match the industry

of their predecessors! A Henry Clay Watts pictured in BEAVERTON*'S DIAMOND JUBILEE
ISSUE in 1968 was its first treasurer when this Washington County town became a
City in 1893. Henry was the son of Mary Ann Spencer Watts who in 1852 had become
Beaverton's first school teacher and Willlam Watts who led the WATTS WAGON TRAIN
West. The graves of William and Mary Ann can be seen in the Crescent Grove Ceme-
tery .

In 1922 a Dr. G. E. Watts became the chief financier of Beaverton®'s short-lived
movie industry, the Premium Picture Production Company. But, pioneering in avia-
tion also, in 1925 Dr. Watts converted the bankrupt company®s large studio into

a plant which manufactured one of the first four-passenger, low-wing cabin mon-
planes in Oregon.

The publication of the above item in an issue of this NEWSIETTER brought the fol-
lowing request from Mr. Brent Lambert, Director, Washington County Museum, 641
East Main St., Hillsboro, Oregon 97123 (PH:648-8601)"Beaverton had an early fling
at movie-making and aircraft manufacture, two areas in which I anticipate doing
some research, I would appreciate any information you might be able to provide
about Dr. Watts and his association with aviation and films. Are you aware of any
individuals either in my area or elsewhere who might be of assistance in this pro-
Ject?™ Some information already has been rushed to Mr.Lambert and we are sure that
others in receipt of this NEWSLETTER will be able to help with the desired assis-
tance,

In the Yamhill County seat it is planned to characterize FOGHORN WATTS in a BI-
CENTENNIAL play and, further, to display his blown-up portrait in a public build-
ing .

Remember the highly successful CBS-TV show of the 1950's - “LIFE BEGINS AT EIGHTY"?
Alice Watts of Friendsview Manor, Newberg, Oregon, celebrated her 80th birthday
February 11, 1976 ith pustot AS she is celebrating AMERICA'S 200TH! The oldest
child of Henry Clay Watts and a nize of the fabulous FOGHORN, she contributed
importantly to the 1968 BEAVERTON DIAMOND JUBILIEE ISSUE. More recently she has
been very energetic in salvaging pictures, documents and history pertaining to
the COVERED WAGON BRANCH of the family. And not content with satisfying demands
for such gemorabilia from California's Wattses - has even offered assistance to
three Oregon Counties - Columbia, Washington and Yamhill! And - even topped that
with a visit to the NEWBERG GRAPHIC which will give our celebration some coverage
by publishing a picture of her UNCLE FOGHORN! Now she writes "The response to your
NEWSLETTER is absolutely fantastic! Could you please send me two additional copies -
one for my niece and one for a C. Ellen Watts who writes for my church publica-
tionst®

Getting suspicious about this Alice Watts - who talks about everyone but herself -
your editor checked her family's genealogy and history for something that would
explain her missionary zeal! And sure enough - she was a missionary! In China -
for many years?t

Charles William Watts, the only son of FOGHORN (Dr. John William) Watts and Mar-
tha Hendrix, married a *Miss McNary". A well-known newspaperman, for a long time
he was editor of the SAIEM STATESMAN, the leading paper of Oregon's Capital. He
was clerk of the legislature for two terms. He went to the Yukon in 1897 at the
time of the Klondike Gold Rush and, until his death there of pneumonia, acted as
the Dawson correspondent of the PORTLAND OREGCNIAN,



{
OREGON(cont)

Poriland(cont) Perhaps it should be mentioned here that FOGHORN'S Aunt louiza Watts had wed a

St. Helens

Salem

Scappoose

Sheridan

namesake and grandson of the Jacob Boone who had helped. Daniel lay out Mays.
ville, Kentucky, and who 1s known to historians as the Great Daniel's "faforite
cousin®, But other marriages also linked the Wattses with AMERICA'S GREATEST
FRONTIER TRADITION! And - with the Wattses - the BOONE IEGEND would reach one

of its farthest points WEST! For they would help bury the Great Daniel and,

later, in Oregon, his namesake - or one of them! Just which one will be left
to genealogists to decide! For a son, no less than a half-dozen grandsons and
nephews and no one knows how many other connections would proudly bear the
Great Daniel's first name! Whichever one he was, one of his namesake would
travel WEST with the WATTS WAGON TRAIN! But, in a rain-drenched Pacific North-
west, this Watts Family Daniel Boone would catch his death of cold and die
shortly after arrival. He would be buried in what, in his TRAIL LOG, Big Ben
Watts called the "Portland City Graveyard - ironicly on Big Ben's birthday,

his 26th, November 3, 1852%

As a BICENTENNIAL project, the Columbia County Historical Society published a
brief history of OREGON'S WATTS PIONEERS in its 1975 ANNUAL.

State Senator Anthony Meeker plans to sponsor a BICENTENNIAL resolution in
commemoration of FOGHORN WATTS®* unique role in American history. In addition
to what already has been said about FOGHORN - he himself was a State Senator
and, earlier, had become one of OREGON'S FOUNDING FATHERS as a delegate to

the state's CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION.

On the spot where the WATTS WAGON TRAIN rolled to a stop this Columbia County
City converted its old WATTS HOUSE into its CITY HALL and MUSEUM! And won a
letter of commendation from the National Trust for Historic Preservation! And
for the benefit of historians and historical novelists of the future the MUSEUM
is fast becoming a repository of manuscripts, published stories, pictures, docu-
ments and artifacts pertaining to the COVERED WAGON branch of the family. And
what an amazing family it was! For from Virginia in two generations it would
reach Oregon in the WEST! In three . Sonora in the SOUTH! And in four - the
Yukon in the NORTH!

One of William Watts' sons, James Washington Watts, pioneering to the end of
his days in Oregon, would father the first Mayor of Scappoose! Another, Tom
Watts, would become Columbia County*'s most colorful pioneer sheriff! Still
another, Henry Clay Watts, would remain in Oregon to become, in Washington
County, Beaverton's first City Treasurer! And how proud William would have been
had he known that another son accompanying him, FOGHORN (John William) wWatts,
would cast the ONE VOTE which decided the closest presidential election in

U. S. history! But William's eldest son, Big Ben, would leave Oregon to pioneer
in California, Arizona and Sonora!And another, Francis Harrison Tyler Watts,
following Big Ben south, would build 2 good part of the Mexican border town of
Douglas! In Sonora, a grandson, Francis Marion Watts, would build WATTS CASTIE!

And far to the North in the Yukon, several thousand miles from Virginia, ano-

ther grandson, Charles William Watts, would cover the KLONDIKE GOLDRUSH for

the PORTLAND OREGONIAN! And - it is interesting to note - that twenty some years
after this Charles William Watts died of pneumonia in the Kldndike his first
cousin, Francis Marion Watts, would die of a heat stroke in the Arizona desert!
On October 9, 1913, in Sheridan, a granddaughter of William Watts, Marie Ellen
Watts, would wed a Robert Lee Eskridge who had descended from the Colonel George

Eskridge whose portrait hangs in Mount Vermon and who was the foster father of
George Washington's mother!
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From the Historical Society of Pennsylvania the DESCENDANTS OF WATTS FAMILY
PIONEERS have received material concerning the state®s WATTSBURG and WATTS
TOWNSHIP.

Information concerning Houston's WATTS ROAD is epected shortly from the Harris
County Historical Society.

If you think you have read all there is to read about Jamestown, what do you
know about Sir John Watts? In 1616, the year Shakespeare passed away at Strat-
ford-on-Avon, Sir John died in London. It is possible that both the Great Bard's
demise and his own had been hastened by the Puritannical movement which brought

+$roubles to English theatre and, undoubtedly, to the Chief Administrative Of-

ficer of London! A merchant and shipowner, Sir John had fitted out privateers
and, in 1588, commanded one of his ships against the Spanish Armada. One of
“Drake's Boys" who managed not to lose his head he would become Alderman, that
is, Chief Administrative Officer of London, which was really keeoing - and

sine - his head® Further, in 1601, he would become the first Governor of the
gasg India Company which has been both credited with and accused of laying the
foundations for the British Empire. But Sir John's services to the crown would
not end there! And, evidently, he got along as well with King James as he had
with Queen Elizabeth by whom, in 1603 and shortly before her death, he had been
knighted. A charter member and one of its officers, he was very active in the
affairs of the Virginia Company which at Jamestown, in 1607, thirteen years
before the Pilgrims landed, began the English colonization of North Americal
In World War IT the U, S. S. WATTS(DD-~567) won three battle stars on her way
to Tokyo Bay. The destroyer had been named in honor of a Captain John Watts of
Virginia, Commander of the American private, PLANTER, which in a desperate
battle, July 10, 1799, defeated a French privateer. From the Navy's ship's
history, recently received, it has been learned that a Mrs. Judith B. Gardner
of Lorton, Virginia, a great-granddaughter of Captain Watts, was the new des-
trzzer's official sponsor when the ship was commissioned at Seattle, April 29,
19
Lincoln in-laws, the COVZRED WAGON WATTSES fondly point out that the eldest
son of John Watts and Elizabeth Jacoby, Francis Watts, would wed Eleanor Todd
years before her cousin Mary moved into the White House! But now comes word
from Virginia via Mrs. Margaret E. McClain of San Marino, a Watts descendant,
and also via Susie Watts Allmond of Clements, California, that George Washington
willed Mount Vernon to his nephew Bushrod Washington, an in<.law of the Richard
Blackburn who had built Mount Vernon and whose wife was a Mary Watts related to
Isaac Watts. A niece of this Mary Watts, Jane Watts, was the maternal grandmothe:
of James Monroe. Thus - through the Wattses - our first and fifth Presidents
were related!
This City's oldest residence, WATTS HOUSE, built in 1799 by Colonel Dempsey
Watts, and used by his son, Captain Samuel Watts, to entertain Henry Clay and
other historic figures, can be expected to get its share of BICENTENNIAL at-
tention?
Our NEWSLETTER should not fail to mention Virginia's WATTS ISLANDS -~ or that
for over a century perhaps the world's most appropriately named lighthouse
guided ships in and out of Pocomoke Sound! But - in 1944- WATTS LIGHTHOUSE
and LITTLE WATTS ISLAND on which it stoocd were washed away in a storm! This
history - along with a bit of humor - came fpom the Postmaster of Onancock
through whom the Islands formerly received their mail. Now uninhabited, some
years ago the larger Watts Island passed into the hands of the WATTS ISLAND
CORPORATION.
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NOTES FROM ABROAD

A museum in which can be seen many of the original works of Sir George Frederick
Watts is located not far from London. The publication of his most recent bio-
graphy, "ENGLAND*S MICHELANGELO", signaled the launching of the WATTS GALLERY
1975 ENDOWMENT APPEAL FUND DRIVE, Inflation has made it necessary to augment the
original trust with additional funds - and proceeds from the sale of WATTS' bio-
graphy will help. So also will contributions - one way for Wattses to celebrate
our BICENTENNIAL! The address to which inquiries about the book should be made 3g
Wilfrid Blunt, Curator, WATTS GALLERY, Compton, North Guildford, Surrey GU3
I, England .
From several Watts descendants has come information about Sir Philip Watts. A
great naval architect, Sir Philip designed ships for the British, Scandinavian
and Dutch navies. But if one views almost any modern warship he is seeing navies
the way the ideas of Sir PHlip shaped them. His modernizing ideas passed to the
Japanese with the sale and transfer of British naval vessels., The German and
American navies borrowed directly and indirectly and coplously from his designs.
In effect, Sir Philip master-minded the cutover from sail to steam, from wooden
ships to steel hulls, and is deservedly described in encyclopedias as "The Father
of Navies®,

Nacozari promises to become famous for two monumentsx One is a pillar erected in
memory of "MEXICO'S CASEY JONES!" The other is WATTS CASTIE! About 67 miles south
of the border town of Douglas, Arizona, LA CUESTA DEL CASTILLO - "THE CASTIE ON
THE HILL" - was completed by Francis Marion Watts about the turn of the century.
After a turbulent history during and following the Mexican revolution it passed
into the hands of Gustavo and Esther Vazques, cousins of Hollywood's Manuel and
Maria Moreno, a retired Disney animator and his wife who are godparents - it being
a small world after all - of 2 Betsy Watts whose father was born in the Castle!
Says Burbank's Ben Watts, "It's almost like still having it in the familyi" He
hopes to visit his birthplace in the near future - with the Morenos! Three Watts
descendants already have returned from south of the border! And still others plan
BICENTENNIAL pilgrimages?

WATTS CASTLE - like other American properties in Mexico - would be expropriated
during the Mexican Revolution. But during her 1972 visit Sister Clara Watts would
be told the Watises would always be welcome in "THE WATTS HOUSE OF MEXICO!"
Perhaps it should be explained here that when Mexican President Porfirio Diaz,
remaining in power from 1876 to 1911, opened the country to foreign capital,
Americans with money to invest came flocking. They included Senator George Hearst
and his son, William Randolph Hearst I and Francis Harrison Tyler Watts and his
son, Francis Marion Watts. The younger Hearst and younger Watts were separated in
age only by months. It is a tradition among the CASTIE WATTSES, strongly supported
by evidence, that Hearst got his idea for San Simeon from their own "CASTLE ON THE
HILL"! Both George Hearst and his son William Randolph Hearst were close friends
of - and frequently visited - President Porfirio Diaz who had placed Watts' father-
in-law, General Florencio Ruiz, in charge of the Mexican end of the campaign
against Geronimo. Hearst's largest landholdings in Mexico were in Chjihuahua,
neighboring Sonora where Watts had his land, mining and cattle empire. And Watts
would build his "LA CUESTA DEL CASTILIO" in the 1880°s- a generation before Hearst
copied and magpified his idea of a hilltop castle in San Simeon!

The name WATTS appears 27 times on an Auckland memorial listing New Zealanders
who served in Werld War I. -



NOTES FROM ABROAD

= (continued)
SCOTLAND
Drymen But when one follows his recorded family tree to the end - what then can he do to

acquire additional insight into his family origins? There are about 100,000 Watts-
es about equally divided between the United States and British Commonwealth. And
almost anyone of them will tell you Wattses are "clannish™ - but without knowing
why or that historians and genealogists trace our family back to CLAN BUCHAMAN
and an island in LOCH LOMOND! Clareinch or “Clar Innis" - the Gaelic version of
the island*s name - becames the ancient war-cry of the Buchanans. BUCHANAN CASTIE
itselfl stood near the southeast corner of the lake. But now, on grounds where
knights of old once duslled, BUCHANAN CASTIE GOLF CLUB promotes a game the Scots
invented, some say, so they would have something to do when they stopped fight-
ing the English! But the migrating and marrying Scots found still other things
to do! And that is why, today, there are English, Irish and Welsh as well as
Scottish branches of our family!

But, if our family origins can be traced, in a general way, back through CLAN
BUCHANAN'S thousand year history, our name reveals a misty look at our family's
even carlier prehistoric -« and continental - genesisl Even today the MACWATTIES -
an ancient variation of the name - are one of three recognized branches, or
septs, of CLAN BUCHANAN. And too much should not be made of the variation! Then,
as now, Wattses were called Wattiel! And MAC is only a prefix meaning son! Put

MAC and WATTIE together and what do you have - MACWATTIE!

But WATT or WAT - and before it became MACWATTIE - was a shortened form of WALTER
which had passed into Celtic {rom one of the Germanie languages. For CLAN and
family appesar to have bscome a mixture of HIGHLAND SCOT, that is, Celt and an-
eient Briton, and LOWLAND SCOT, that is, Celt, Anglo-Saxon and Viking. And WALTER
or VALTER, meaning "brave warrior", obviously is in the same generative group as
VALHALLA, literally *the hall of the brave", and VALKYRIES, the celestial maidens
who accompanied the souls of VALTHIERS, or "brave warriors", to that GREAT HALL
IN THE SKY!

e e UPDATE _
THE WATTS FAMILY'S NATIONWIDE CELEBRATION OF AMERICA'S BICENTENNIAL CONTINUES TO SPREAD -
EVEN OVERFLOJING OUR BORDERS! INVOLVING BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEES AND OTHER ACTIVITIES AND
INSTITUTIONS IN MANY COMMUNITIES, IT IS SPARKING PITCRIMAGES, PLAYS, PROJECTS, EXHIBITS
AND OTHER EVENTS IN CELEBRATION OF OUR COUBTRY'S 200TH BIRTHDAY! IT IS INSPIRING MUCH RE~
SEARCH! AND THE RECORDING OF MUCH WHICH HAS NOT BEEN RECORDED! IT HAS STIMULATED A FLOW OF
UNPUBLISHED STORIES TO EDITORS! AND A FLOW OF PUBLISHED STORIES, DOCUMENTS, PICTURES AND
ARTIFACTS TO HISTORICAL SOCIETIES AND MUSEUMS! AND - IF OTHER FAMILIES CAN BE INSPIRED TO
SALVAGE HISTORY WHICH EELONGS TO US ALL - WELL, THAT WAS THE THOUGHT WHICH, IN THE FIRST
PLACE, INSPIRED OUR OWN FAMILY'S NATICNWIDE CELEBRATION?
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Helens-As  a Bicentennial
projeci, the Colwnbia County
Hstorenl Soeiety published o
Ll Listgey ol Orepon's Watls
Mopeers In 1 1975 Annual,

/

MeMinnville, Oregon-In ti'!e
Yemhill County Seal il is
planned to characterize Foghorn
Watts in & Bicentenmal play and,
further, (o display his blown—up
portritil in a pullic building.

San Francisco-ln
1676, i an Electoral College vote
of 185 to 184 (Haves vs, Tilden)
FobHOHS WATTA celebrated
America’s Centennial by casting
the UNE VOTE which decided
the elesest Presidential clection
i ULS lustury ! And just in time
1o celebrate the Bicenlenninl—
FOGHORN'S “lst” diary has
berety leeated 1o the California
Hastrrseal Sociers's Library!

Los
Angeles—Los Angeles readers
have helped rk the Walls

Family's celebration of the
Bicenlennial both locally and
nation—wide by circulating
copies of THE TOLUCAN'S
"WHAT'S UP, WATTS!"-a bit of
Iamlity history and humar!

Another Los Angeles
pubilication, Las Californias, will
publisha picture of Watts Castle,

Heverly Hills,
California—Picture window
exhibil reporting events in
WATTS FAMILY'S nation—wide
celebration of America's
Bicentennial has been endorsed
by the Las Angeles County

CELEBIATION OF
AMERICA'S BICENTENNIAL

BY DESCENDANTS OF
WATTH FAMILY PIONEERS

Ny

Solem-State Scnator Anthony
Meeker plans 1o sponsor a

of Foghorn Watt s’ unique role in
American History. e
And in

Seappoose-This City converted a
histaric old Walls House into its
Ciiy Hall and Museum!

helping

Sa&n Marino-California’s famed
Hunlington Library has received
a Bicentenmal gift of 8 WATTS
HYMNAL.

A sugdestion that a movie he
based on the life of General
Stephen Watts Keamny has been
added by the Los Angeles City
Bicentennial Commilter to a
{E:;mrv_c list r:;sdr availahle to

¢ interest in uci
Bicentennial fiims peadcing

Bur-

_ i by
Bicentennial resalution in DrBISE e luppens (o be WATTS...
you no doubt will be

Lo know that WATTS ;.‘u:sr:undn‘ﬂ:‘-?

LORRAIMNE QPR

chance your name

imleresied

are playing a greal part in

America celebrate s
Bicentennial! W Min-

neapolis, Jinn.-The Minneapalis
magazine, Mexican World, plans
Lo publish the slory of the Walts’
Ward Mudo—Stave of Geronimo-
the Indian wonder man who lived
134 years-many of them as a
ward of the Castle Watlses.

Bowling Green, Missouri-
Hicentennial will be celebrated
in part with a play revolving
around Foghorn Walls,

Walts,

Moniers,
N.Y A reporter who  sparked
Mooers' celebration of the
Bicontennial with stories about
its old Watls House was herself
named to the Town's Bicen
tennial Committee!

Blan =
burgh, N.¥_.-The Clinton County
Historical Sociely published the
slory of Buck Baker, & legendary
border strong man, whom many
Hollow Tree Watlses elaim as a
mialernal grandfather.

bank—Ben Watt s Trail Log, a
tale of the Forty—Niners, was
tiscwered in Burbank in the
possession of an heir and
namesake of its author,

Buena Park News will publish
Ben Walls Trail Log.

Douglas, Anzona,
by Arizona's DOUGLAS DAILY

(1kla.-Decendants of Walls
Family Ploneers have received
from the Adair County Cherokee
Historical, Society a history of
the little Oklahoma town named
after a John Watts, the half
Indian and half English Chief of
the Chickamauga Cherokees.

Pans, Kentucky-
Linked in history with bolh
Uregon's Walts House and

Mexico’'s Walis Castle, the old
Watts—Jacoby Log House
participates m the Annual Tour
af (dd Kentucky Homes.

CGainesville, Florida-

WATTS FAMILY'S BICENTENNIAL MAP In 1876, a New York publisher

In Van Watts S T filled it with momentoes of the

the recovery o imes and turmed America's
10707 Moorpark Centennial  Safe  over Lo

DISPATCH of the lost history of
WATTS CASTLE is sparking
Bicentennial Pilgrimages south

N Hollywoed
California 91602

Congress-but kept the key to its
inmer compartment! Now, who
should 1wm up in Washington

Bicentennial Commission as an
sfficial project,

Finally, the
Uily has purchased as a cultural

[acility the f[amous Walls
Towers, built by Simon Rodia,
but by chance of location as
much a monument to the Julia A,
Warts who in the last century
cime inlo possession of the part
of the big El Rancho Tajuata
now kniwn as Los Angeles’
Watts Section.

of the border.

\

with the key, but a Thomas L.

Watts of Gainesville, Florda,

w o had inherited the key from a

great aunt to whom, in turn, it

had been begueathed by the
The Morth Countryman am.

Rouses Point, NY

And that
folks. .is Walls-Watt around our

Nation! V



Procesing DepantaenT
Excuance axp Girr Division

Mr. Van Watts
10707 Meorparz
H. Hollywood

wlifornia Y1602

Deay Mr. Van Watt

THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

WASHINGTON, 0, C. 20840

Refer to: AG
December 13, 197hL

a3

It is oy pleasure to acknowledge, with many

thanks, receipt of the meterial mentioned below. We

deeply appreciate your kindness in sgending this material

to the Library of Congress.

The merteriel received:

Watts Castle. _Dauglas

Sincerely yours,

Hathan R. Einhorn
Chief
Exchange and Gift Division

Daily Dispatch ¥V 20, 1971,
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WATTS Family

OCCGS REFERENCE ONLY

MEXICO'S WATTS CASTLE

Nacozgri, Sonora
Built as & hill fortress with mountains behind and
stregms on elither side of it

DUES NU ! CGIKCULATE



NO CHARGE IF YOU CAN USE THIS STORY
Manuel and Maria Moreno gre now Opfange county residents
= either in Santa Ana or Ansheim. I'm not sure which.
Ben Watts, whole related this story, has a daughter,
Betsy Wattis l}nﬂﬂ.er in Laguna Beach and a brother, Frank
Watts, Owner of Fullerton's WATTS WESTERN. He had other
relatives in Laguna Hills and San Juan Capistrano. And
this did not include all. Fullerton's Frank Watts could
tell you mere about the numerous Orange Gnunt.ar “EAE‘TLE
WATTSES". i Z 277 L
© Van ﬂat’c.s S{-.udin

N Hollyweed CA91602
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‘av. and 1812
ars Jeotlon

A¥R/Hr

. rfobruary 10, 1930.

Faulios Hoxinnoy
dulrfux purtmaats, § <11
2170 dascncusatia Aveous
Washington, T C.

Jont LKaluon

1 mdvlise you from the papers ln the Hevolutlonary Wer pem-
slon oluim, %. 11218, it appears that Jorrot ilatis was born Jemu-
ury 8, 1760 lu Curolius Uounty, Virglole, and wnou twolve yosrs of
wie moved to N'srth Carollne. 5 -

While pesldlag in Surry County, Torth farolina, he enllisted
in Cototor 1779, sorved tireo months ws & nelvate iu dapteia Dlnor
Smith's dosmany, Yolowmwl Umith'o Roglmmt of Ouvelry with the lorth
Carollnae Proops, aud murohad to dales, thouoe to Vilmiagton aod had

wll enganecant with tw Corlos near Waodwtas Lako.

While rosldin: 1o Ceswall County, Morth Caroline, ho onlist-
ad 1o 1700 aqd servad three mouths as u privete Lo Ueptala Cuom's
vomonny Lorth deeralias JL)itiae, sdwes In tho buttle of Gatos®
Jdofeat ut Cwidon. Yo iator served bLigwe -onbvhs lu Cuptulo Quom's
Oompuny Colosel “loore's Yortn Marolina Megimeat, wus in the buttle
ef Gullford Yourt Jouse sud battle of Tunlan.

. Aftar the Revolutloa e moved to Jofforson “ounty, Gearglu,
then to "wcdletos, Jouth Carcliass, thoun to Blodsous Jouaty, Tounopsoo
and thea to Porry County, alabana. °

Hde wws ullowod venslon ou hls epplloation ewsoated June &,
1834, at whiak tima ho was & rosldeoy of Porrey Jounty, alububa.

a dled Pebtruury o, 1838 Lo suld Merry County.

“ha soldler murrlod July lo, 1787 in inson ‘faunty, Yorth
Carolina, annou delf.




Oibeon ¢

In 1851 she was agud elghty-four yeurs und resided in
cucty, Tenuessan.

“lalr ohlldreu are reforred to but uo newes are Jdesizneted.

Vory truly yours,

LARL D, OinmcH
Uormmiselonar.,




WATTS Family

Donated by

J U The f]?rzmg_ﬂ Aot (Tfifaryin
Genealuyical couLLelg
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A Division of the Office of Secretary of State
’ . 330 Capitol Avenue, SE, Atlanta, Georgia 30334
. Hours: Monday—Friday 8:00 - 4:30; Saturdays 9:30 - 3:30

D Central Research Library

D Governmental Records

D Civil War

D Manuscripts

D Prints

[:J Mierofilm Library

D Cther

COPY ORDER REQUEST: Complete one form for each item to be copied.

=
MAIL REQUESTS ONLY:

- Regarding your request of

about

)

[ The Department has the following records in which you might be interested. Return this form with check or money order payable to
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WARNING CONCERNING COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS
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WATTS CASTLE—Francis Marion Watts
called the place on which had built his castle
‘The Enchanted Hill," & name his friend,

nDL'I.,-'\ NAN

M M T

WATTS CASTLE

Y PHSPATOT)

William Handolph Hearst, would give to the
kil which he later built San Simeon Castle -
‘La Cuesta Encantada’

Author relates story of Watts
descendants

WATTS CASTLE

By Von Watts

(ln Mezleo, the Castle |s
now owned by the Vazquez,
cousins of Manuel Moreno,
once a Disney animator, and
his wile Maria Teresa,
former residents of Toluca
Lake. The Morenos are
fodparents of Belsy Walls
Garaler of Lag. ua Beach, a
daughter of Busrbank's Ben
Watts)

There is a tradition in the
Covered Wagon Branch of
the Walls Family that
Hearst's idez came from
Francizs Marion Watls'
“Castle on The Hilll" — La
Cuesla Del Castilla,

This is just ene of the
fascinating stories a San
Fernando Valley resident
who was born in the castle
can tell you. The heir and
namesake of the author of
Ben Walts' Trail Log, this
modern Bén Walls s the
source of sull other in-
triguing tales about the West
and Mexico,

Made something of &
celebrity by the publication
of his greal uncles Trail
Log, at 70 Ben is a bit
overwhelmed to find himself
being interviewed by
editors, Treporters and
columinsts, And, recently,
he was mvited lo join the
Burbank Historical Souiety.
A retired retail store
manager, a year ago he lost
his wile, Helen, who until her
death had been secretary to
St. Joseph's Hospital Chit{ of
Staff, Helen was a half-sister
of Mrs, Frances Pendarvis,
widow of a ploneering
Burbank banker.

In 18357 Ben brought his
own widowed mother and
four of his brothers and
sisters lo Los Angeles from
Arizonn . Five years earlier
his father had died of @ heal
siroke in the Arizona desert,

“Take care ol your mother
and the children," were his
last words to Hen

“And thot's what 1 did®**
says Hen — as il he were
simply carrying oul in-
slructions’”

But from other members
of the family it appears that
for an 18-vearwld lad sad-
dled with such a large
respansibility he did  ex-
tremely  well, hellpt his
mother to raise and educale
his brathers and sisters all of
whom speak Spanish and are
&s proud of their Spanizh as
they are of their Anglo
heritage (A nice note to
strike for the Bicentennial!)

But California and Los
Angeles were no strangers (o
the Watlses. Indeed, those
who had pone to Arizona and
Mexico had branched out
from Oregon and California’
Fsaac Lackershim, ™vhd
figured so prominently in the
hislory of the San Fernando
Valley, had tried to persuade
Ben's father, a good friend,
to invest here. The famuly
did wvacalion, at limes,
ameong Scuthern California
relatives and during a
period, about 1914, to 1916,
when their father had come
here seeking medical help
for lheir mother. the older
Walts children had attended
Los Angeles schools.



It should be mentioned
also that when Ben per-
manently relocated the resl
of the family in California
his wounges! brother was
already here, studying [or
the priesthood at the Old
Mission in Santa Barbara.
Today, Father Marion
Walts, O.F.M.. whno once
taughlEnglishto Franciscans
in Mexico, is at 5t, Simon
and Jude Chureh in Hun-
lington Beach.

And — in 1927 a sister,
Bertita, already had chosen
to beecame o nun. She is now
Sister Clara ot Los Angeles'
St. Joseph's Convent. The
creator of some very in-
terestin —_ aven
remarkable -- paintings and
charcoal drawings, her
multifold activities have
earned her the nickname
“The Flying Nun™. A nun
wha grew up in a casile —
when in 1971 she revisted La
Cuesta Del Castillo it would
be joked sround 5t. Joseph's,
“We know how she got
there!"

OF her brothers and sisters
those born in “The Castle on
The Hull™ include Burbank's
Ben Watts, Elizabeth Walls
Evans of San  Juan
Capistrano and Francis
Marion (Frank) Watts Jr.,
owner of Fullerton's Waltls
Western. The two youngest
méembers of the f[amily,
Lupita Carmen Watts, now
of Phoenix, &nd James
Robert who would become
Father Marion, would be
born in Douglas, where their
paternnl grandfather, a
younger brother of the
author of the Trail Log, built
@ number of business
buildings and residences stll
in use.

“ Bertita and an older sister,

and which ot led
mathions of dMexoan scres
O one occasion, when he
and his cowboys had been
bheseiged (hy Indians

General Humw's troops had
come to thetr rescue. Walts
admired  the Geteral's
wersonal  bravery  and
wnored him with o fenst
They became close {riends
and, nol surprisingly, Walls
would eventyally marry the
most  heauliful  of  the
General’s doughters o 1890

But mot L 190¢ would
Watts Castle be completed

Buklt us o hill foriress with
mountains hbehind  and
strenms on either side of 11,1t
was intended to be coasily
defended against Indlans
and roving banditos. Durnng
the many years that went
inta its building, s stone
belng guarrted out of a
nearby mountaingide, Watts
and Guadalupe would live in
the General's own spacious
hacienda.

There, tragicly, four
children born to them waould
die in an epidemic which
regched the hacienda [rom u
nearby village Only Mary
Ann and HBertita would
survive to live with them in
“The Costle on The HII™
where three more children
would be borh

g -

family knew that she was
bath the daughter of o
famuous Mexican general and
the descendent of an old
Spanish land grant family of
Californih. At one Lime —
before they had sold their
vast holdings ot a loss and
re-invested whal they had
salvaged of their fortunes in
Sonora — her relatives had
owned big chunks of Los
Angeles, Ventura, Sanin
Barbara and San Diego
Counlhes,

That was in the days
biefore Fremont and Kearny.
Curiously, i Guadalupe
Ruiz would marry a Watls,
the molher of General
Stephen Kearney was a
Watls! And Watls was. in
fact, s middle name!

But — back to the caslle!
Or — atleast to the main line
of our story — gpQct. 15,
1880, in the Catholic Church
in Nogales, Son. Mex., just
across  the line from
Nogales, Ariz., Guadalupe
Ruiz would marry Francis
Marion Waltts! Land tycoon,
he was also an investor in
mining tn bolth Sonora and
Artwona and a history of the
Southwest describing a
Midwest meeting of Eastern
buyvers with eattlemen from
Texas and Sonora  would
refer to Walts as *“‘the
biggest  eattleman  among
them"’,

The Watts Saga in Arizona
and Mexico appears to have
begun with the appearance
on e scene in the mid-1870"s
of this Francis Marion

“THE CASTLE WATTSES"
ARE QFFSHOUTS OF THE

COVERED WAGON WATTSES
WO IN 1852 SETTLED ON
THE SCAPPOCSE PLAIN IN
COLUMBIA COUNTY,OREGON.
A SMALL TOWN WOULD
SPROUT ON THE PLAIN. A

Mary Ann, had been born in
Sopora in the hactenda of
their maternal grandfather,
Genral Florencio Ruiz,
described in Arizona’s
Douglas Dally Dispatch as
the ‘‘famous Mexican
military leader and Indian

fighter  whose troops VAN WATTS GEANDSON OF WILLIAM
i f
it it oy & Hollywood JATDS - WHO WAS ALSO A

expedition  against

eronimo.’”’

. Sister Mary Clara (Ber-
titad and Burbank’s Ben
Watts can recall sitting on
their grandfather's knee and
like to tell how their [ather,
Franeis Marion Watts came
to marry the famous
General's daughter. This
Francis, or Frank, Walls
owned the Sonora Land and
Mining Co. He was also part
owner of the big Wheeler
Land Co. of which he was
vice-President and manager

in 1954, at ape 04, their
mother, Guadnlupe Ruoiz
Walls, passed| away at her
home at 120 Sguth Kevstone
Strecet in Burbouk — only a
few blocks from the Didney
Studios which have filmed
many i story less [aoviful
than she had lived. A woman
whose girlsh | beauly  had
inspired o casthe and who yet
hand e fuetitude o join in
defending it with rifle in
hund aguainst  londiins and
bandits, only her prood

COJSIN OF THE SUILDER

UF WATTS CASTLE - WOULD
SECOME ITS FIRST MAYOR,
NOW AS PART OF ITS CELE-
BRATION OF AMERICA'S BI-
CENTENNIAL THE TOWN HAS
BOUGHT THE HISTORIC OLD
WATTS HOUSE FOR ITS CITY

HALL AND MUSEUM:




Watls' Uncle Ben, An in-law
of Boone and Lincoln, this
Judge Ben Walls wus among
other things an engineer,
inventor and manufaciurer
He was the author of a Trail
Log which currently is
helping to spark America’s
Bicentennial [rom Virginia
to California. This Unecle Ben
had gone West with the
Forty-Niners and later
helped the family get
established in Oregon where
he had been o Weolls Fargo
man and judge and buill a
salt plant. In his later years
he would continue lo pioneer
in Arizona, Mexico and
California — evidently a
fabulous and inspiring figure
in the oyes of the Covered
Wagon Wattses -— for
wherever he went other
members of the family
seemed sure to follow!

In 1877, Ben's sounger
brother, Francis Harrisun
T;rler Walls, following the
piloneering gudgn into
Arizona and Sonora, buill
Arizona’s first flour mill at
Preseott and then moved
south to help build the town
of Douglas and do some

oneering of his own in
Sonora, The State's
Historical Society has
records of still other con.
tributions he made Lo
Arlzona history. .

With such antecedents —
his son, Francis Marion
Watts, land tycoon, investor,
ecatleman and bullder of La
Cdesta Del Castillo becomes
plausible! Alter all — he had
to do something — while his
Unele Ben was manpufac:
turing Watts Baling Charlols
and his (ather was hel&slng to
build a town! And, ob-
viously, this Francis Marion
Watts was the kind of guy

api= like General Lednard
E\?uur.'., Senator Carl Hayden
and the publisher, William
Handloph Hearst, could not
afford not to know — if they
wigtad to accomplish their
objectives in that part of the
world!

More than likely Hearst's
Mexlcan investments wgu!d
have brought him into
gontact with Watts' empire,

in any cose — i would have
been even difficult 1o avoid.
But Geronimo's Apache
bunds, raiding out of the
Swerra Madre Mountains
poised  similar threats (o
Walls' Sonora lands and
Hearst® ‘holdings in the
neighboring sState  of
Chihuahug, And — a still
greater problem would link
the nterests of Waotls and
Hearsl in’ Mexico.

In 1908, seeking military
help, Walts  was  in
Washington advising the
government about the
politieal unrest which would
shortly lead to the Mexican
Hevolution, But events were
moving fast — so fast that
Liefore he could return to
Sanera Guadalupe had to
flee with the children — their
eseape across the border into
Arizona engineered by
friends and Watlts Ranch
cowboys.

Though Walts had in-
vestmenls In Arizona, in
Mexico the family would lose
all to the Hevolulion — in-
cluding thewr belover La
Cuesta del Castillo,

Plunderea by
revolulionaries, banditos
also would have thelr day in
“The Castle on the .
Then for years it served as
an arphanage wilh a
Cathelic priest in charge.
About 70 miles south ol
Douglas, and about 10 miles
north of Nacogari in Sonoroa
it would eventually pass into
the hands of the Vozquez,
cousing of Maouel Morenu
tonce o Dispey animator)
and his wife, Marin Teresa,
who! in turn, are god-parents
of Betsy Walls Garnigr of
Luguna Beach, a daughter of
Burbank's Ben Watts. "It's
almost like still having {1 in
the family!" says Ben, who
was born there! And — lalks
wigtf Uy st Tevisitiny his
larebplace!

During her wvisit in 1871,
Sister Mary Clara would be
told the Wallses would
ilways be weleome in “The
Watls House of Mexico!"

Mt Arizona’s Douglas
Daily Dispalch, in its June
18, 1938 jssue, would say,
“La Cuesta, with its greal
white walled house and
eorrals, is still 8 well-known
landmark in the Nacogari
distriet,"

It is likely lo become even
better known! For it s near
both a railroad and an im-
proved highway enticing
loirists south!

Those whom its builder
ertértained there included
rominent Mexlcans,
Englishmen and Americans.
And among others who
enjoyed itd hospitality wis
Watts' friend, Willlam
Randoiph Hearst. One
cannot see “The Castle on
the Hill'' — or even a good
pieture of it—without the
conviclion that it was the
inspiration for Hearst' own
hilltop castle. But any doubl
:irumuved when one learns

ul —

Watts, fluent in both
Spanish and English, called
the pluce on which he had
butlt’ his castle — a place
English was never spoken
unless English-speaking
E.:ﬂtﬂ were present — “The
cnchanted Hill™!

No mere chance — L was
that name his friend, yeurs
luter, would give to the hill
an which he built San Simeon
Castle — “La Cuesta En-
cantada’™!

A Fascinating tale — lold
by the heir and namesake of
the author of Ben Walls'
Trail Log — with a little help
from o nun who once lived in
a castle!
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
- TO
THE NATIONAL SOCIETY
OF THE

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
WASHINGTON, D. C,
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bc'::z:qu

National Number . /N . £ .2/ 7 .

S}.( or Mrs.). A
ife or Wh

Recording Secretary Geneval,
Indorsement for membership at large

State Regent.
Nominated and recommended by the undersigned members of the Society. Two
names of endorsers required, one of whom at least must live in the same town in which

the applicant resides, provided there is a Chapter in that town. If there is no Chapter,
at least one of the endorsers must be a resident in that State,

Residence ... =

e I e S e )

When filled out and properly endorsed, the application must be forwarded to the Treasurer General, N. 5. D. A, R,
Memorial Continenral Hall, Washington, D, C, with the pecestary fre and dues. When approved by the Mational Board,

| Ede:D‘p{hhiﬂ ?qe rt:u:ln:: to the Registrar of the Chapter or o the individoal, if joining At Large, and the other will b‘-
ed with the Natos aciety,

/
— e e —————— — e - ——




-
-

.on the._. MO (-t VOOt 1 L (o] .é:?

and died in .. @ Gt ih ,_.a,' 5& the. day of,......... @ 1.2 *?/
His placc of residence durmg the Revolution Was% éMMM@(
I was/?;::_h, County nf,«ﬁﬂ*{fiﬂf S'C"“

State of.._-

S s, 1.11 am the daughter of
Aot dicd..f,??,ﬁ,,_‘.;,.,- and his ( _] wife*

: 10 e ettt . /7 dn.-d 59 “ /... apd hls } wife
F' yé‘%«ﬁ £, barn../ 3:' 3—,7 d:cd-.,ﬁd-.ﬂ‘..ﬁ mnrrlcd/yf’xw
: 3. The said .. ﬁmfﬁ@% Cé‘ié: ....................................... was the. ﬁﬁw of
o’ - 52%' Imrn Jlﬁd ....... died. f;ff,{ and his { wife
A MW&L /?4% born.. /}ﬁ iy (< d.. /£ Zp........ marricd. cﬁfgﬁ
4. The said .. 2 2a%eaa . ,ém%‘/.?’ ................ was the. sz of

%'% horn.. 5'4” ....... ied. .,/d"( and his ( ) wife
.{H'f f"(bﬂm WA é ‘ﬁz died. .z’;n;':r"(f ,,,,,,, irrmd/?fﬂpj
1 he said & ofar. .. .afj e SQ—- . was theszzeof

W [l . born/ ,,7!5'? dlcd.;/ ...... 75l his () wife

Mmumu«l./ .AZL barnﬁyz,ﬁ.zf....f?dmd :&-/;-;:‘/E, married. 7 z442 .
6. The said il oo reeessr et resre oo rees was the..... ... of
Wb A2, 0N 2111 DD (S 11 S and his ( ) wife
3—5&&% f?ﬁ«.z y- = &é—dﬁc /_,3,,; ’Z?cﬁ;éﬁnd:é, ..........

752 M-‘fé—-‘/ﬁi “"""*EF Fzs. Lo . trmlahe Let . of
@Mﬂ.ﬁm L ‘/{:’(/' BOFRL e e dicd _______________________ and his ( ) wife

o . _— B . I S died ..........c....... married.......ccoun..
8 Thc said e e e e R WP e ok
—oasiborn s ke ded s e cand hig () wite

. hiirn died married ...
9, The said ..ot eeeereneeermrseneesemarannssenseee. WAS THE e of
........................................................ born.ccoeeooeeceeneee. died.ooooooo. and his () wife
......................................................... DO s e AR RPN O
I 208 BT P R R RTT E AT T i S o was the.............. of

........................ and his ( ) wife

EEEEEEEIEEEEEEEEETEIEEAETEEEETEEITEEESTT et TS

P — .. married...

And b, the said..... - rrcse L WL R........... g ,/’
is the ancestor who asslstcd in establishing American Ind:pcndcnc: wh11: alﬁng in the
pre A

capacity of .. (lﬁ" lreeo Caeleol Eopil: Patvlo

*Wife in cvery instance in this paper means legal and lawiul wife

Date of marriage may be substituted for dates of birth and death where soch date proves

* the soldier o have L:en living during the Revolution and of = suitable age for service.
Resolution adopted by the Twenry-fourth Continental Congress:

i Descendants of polygamous marriage are not acccpiable s members of this Society,

Do mot sucresch ca this mesgis, whish is seeded far kinding



r

|

\
|

T — T W aea— R w— . ——— - = I

P

Any woman not less than eighteen years of age, who is descended from a man or woman
who gave unfailing loyal service to the cause of American Independence as a recognized
patriot, soldier, sailor, or civil officer, in one of the several Colonies or States, or of the
United Colonies or States, is eligible to membership in the National Society, Daughters
of the American Revolution; provided she is personally acceprable.

Official proof of service musr be furnished with the application; also references to
authorities quoted, to show linc of descent. W here reference is made to unpublished or
inaccessible records, the applicant must file duplicate certified copies of same. Statements
based upon tradition alone cannot be considered.
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December 27, 14982

Mike Watt

Anaheim, CA 02802 .

Dear Mike,

I don't know if the information attached is going to be of help or not.

We know that August Dahlberg was worn in Sweden. I understand Aunt Alice has obtained
a copy of his death certificate and will be sending that to you. The month and date
of his birth are generally agreed to be correct but the year is questionable as I have
indicated. When he came to America is unknown. I've asked various family members
about Grandpa Dahlberg but there just isn't any information to pass along. All of the
information there is would have to come from Melvin or Alice since they are the only
surviving children of August and Matilda Dahlberg.

We know more about the Olson (maternal side) of the family since they have passed on
stories and background through the years.

Lars and Ragnild Olson were weavers in Norway. Ragnild changed her name when she
arrived in America (from Rancell) and her three daughters also changed their names.
I have shewn the original name in parenthesis so you can follow the story if you
receive information from other sources.

Lars and Ragnild immigrated from Norway during the 1890s. They landed in New York

and continued on to 5t, Peter, Minnesota, Their oldest son, Ole,came to America

first and began sending for the rest of the family as he had the money. His brothers
came one at a time, steerage class, and joined him in S5t, Peter. His mother and
father and two sisters made the trip together and were the last of the family to

come to America. It was a month long voyage and Matilda (Grandma Dahlberg) and Bessie
both contracted a skin disease which caused total baldness on Grandma and almost total
baldness on Bessie. Orandma always wore a wig and I never knew she was bald until she
was hospitalized just before her death.

The family homsteaded in St. Peter on a farm -- a very lovely home which is still
there and where [ =spent a couple of summérs when [ was quite young, [ remember
Grandpa, Granda, Tom and Bessie. The others had died before I was of an age to
know and/or remember them.

Bessie never married. She remained on the farm her entire 1life. She seemed content
to stay and care for her bachelor brothers. It was a lonely life toward the end and
I remember her telling Ward and me "Well, I've buried all my family, outlived them
all, and I'm getting tired". However, she was still the matriarch of the family and
you had to remember to bring a six-pack when you went to see her or you had to go

back to town to get one.

August and Matilda (Grandpa and Grandma Dahlberg) moved to South Minneapolis when they
married. All of their children were born at home. The house . is still there and the
neighborhood hasn't changed that much. I have very vivid, lovely memories of that
house and the times we had there.
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Kenneth and Beatrice stayed in South Minneapolis after their marriage; Leonard and
Esther moved to North Minneapolis (Camden) area; Alice and George also moved to
North Minneapolis in the Theodore Worth Park area; Melvin and Pern moved to Califor-
nia; and Stanley and Vivian stayed at the home place to be with Grandma after they
were married.

Your mom and uncles and aunts, with the possible exception of Marilyn, should remem-
ber the house -- they lived there.until Grandma's death in 1952 when Stanley and
Vivian moved to California to be with Vivian's family who had moved there earlier.

It's very strange to write about my family using only first names -- to me they're
Grandma and Grandpa, Aunt Alice and Aunt Viv, Uncle Mel, Uncle Stan -- grandparents,
aunts, uncles, cousins -- family.

There isn't much to write about those who are in my generation. You can get this
information first-hand from your aunts and uncles.

Jim lives in Simi Valley and I've only seen him and his wife once -- at Dave and
Gladys' wedding.

I see Jeanette three or four times a year -- since we both work it's not easy to

find a convenient time for both of us. Jeanette graduated from St. Olaf College,
Northfield, Minnesota as did her husband, Jon. Their oldest son, David, is attending
the University of Minnesota; Stephen is attending St. Olaf (fourth generation Rondest-
vedt on campus at St. Olaf); Paul and Ann are at home. They live in a suburb of
Minneapolis, have a lovely home, and a lovely family.

Tom is at home. He went to a music college in Colorado for two years and is an
accomplished organist. He had a pipe organ custom built and installed upstairs in
the house which is absolutely fantastic.

Unfortunately, I don't see Carol or Arlene that much -- showers, weddings and funerals.
They both have families and live a distance from us. Also, they are both just that °®
much younger than me so we never really moved in the same circles during our younger
years.

And then there's me and my sister, Judy. Your mom or Dave and Gladys should be able
to fill you in on us. We've been to California several times for visits and Judy
spent two years in California after attending the University of Minnesota.

I know you didn't ask for a novel when you wrote, but it's easier for me to see where
everyone fits in the family this way. There's five generations that I know. The
sixth generation is yet to be added as you and your generation begin your families or
as you are able to go further back into your ascestry.

Greet your mom and everyone else from Ward and me -- I hope this makes some sense
to you.

Bev Woodwick
3195 Kent Street S.W.
Prior Lake, MN 55372



Lars Olson -- Ragnild Olson
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Immigrated from Norway sometime during the 1890s. They landed in ;E:;>-
New York and continued on to St. Peter, Minnesota where they home- E§§t:]
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Matilda Olson -- August Dahlberg .
(Turi) E:ﬂ:
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Matilda Born: Norway 4-14-1873 August Born: Sweden 11-17-1869 (1871) =D
Died: Mpls. 9-27-1952 Died: Mpls. 11-25-1940 O
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Kenneth Dahlberg Leonard Dahlberg Alice Neadle Melvin Dahlberg Stanley Dahlberg= : .|
Born: Mpls. Born: Mpls. Born: Mpls. Born: Mpls. Born: Mpls. <L (3
1-20-1907 02-06-1908 07-03-1910 12-17-1911 - -3913
Died: Mpls. - Died: Buffalo, MN Died: Los Angeles, CA
11-01-1970 01-21-1981 - -1959
Beverly Woodwick . Carol Hont:z Jeanette Rondestvedt Jim Dahlberg Delores Watt
Born: Mpls. Born: Mpls. Born: Mpls. Born: Mpls. Born: Mpls.
03-14-1936 10-19-1940 03-12-1938
‘ David Dahlberg
Born: Mpls.
_ Shirley
Judith Kay Bangerter Arlene Erickson Thomas Neadle Born: Mpls.
Born: Mpls. Born: Mpls. Born: Mpls.
02-11-1940 08-14-1942 10-11-1942 Marilyn
Born: Mpls.

Douglas Dahlberg
Born: Mpls.



Kenneth Dahlberg
M: Beatrice Becker

Beverly Dahlberg
M: Ward Woodwick

Judy Dahlberg
M: Scott fangerter

Ann Marie Bangerter
Brian Scott Bangerter

Lars Olson -- Ragnild Olson

Matilda Olson -- August Dahlberg

Leonard Dahlberg

M: Esther Stevenson

Carol Dahlberg
M: Homer Hontz

Arlene Dahlberg
M: Harland Erickson

Renee Hontz
Jennifer Hontz
Mark Hontz

Cihris Erickson
Carla Erickson
Cory Erickson

" Chad Erickson

Clay Erickson

Alice Dahlberg Melvin Dahlberg

M: George Neadle M: Fern McCutchan
Jeanette Neadle Jim Dahlberg

M: Jon Rondestvedt M:

Thomas Neadle
M: ~eee-

David Rondestvedt
Stephen Rondestvedt
Paul Rondestvedt
Ann Rondestvedt

Stanley Dahlberg
M: Vivian McCutchan

Delores Dahlberg
M:

David Dahlberg
M: Gladys

Shirley Dahlberg
M:

Marilyn Dahlberg
M:

Douglas Dahlberg
M: -----

(you should have all the
names and dates for the
families desending thru
your grandfather and
grandmother - Stan and
Vivian)



Lars Olson -- Ragnild Olson

Matilda Olson Bessie Olson . Louis Olson Julia Olson Oslie Olson Ole Olson Thomas Olson
(Turi) (Birgit) (buri)
Born: Norway Born: Norway Born: Norway Born: Norway Born: Norway Born: Norway Born: Norway
04-14-1873 1876 1869
Died: Mpls. .Died: St. Peter Died: ? Died: St. Paul Died: St. Peter Died: St. Peter Died: St. Peter
09-27-1952 1962 1936 ? ? ? ?
&
Married: Married:
August Dahlberg Unmarried Married - but Unmarried Unmarried Unmarried
there is no
information

~ as to where he , _— .
moved with his
wife. She was

- a widow with 1

child and it is

thought that

they adopted 1

more child after

their marriage.






