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i. Ir btCore a JuJge, doe1 it appear that the ap11licant i1 diubltd b1 bodilf llllrait1 P 

'! _ .... r __ ..,.1,. Hn eld i1 hei' -y 6J.)Z-e&- ...,,.._ 
I • 

4. Stale hd aervic:f, u directed in the fonn annexed. 

l'crioJ. Durr.tion o{ Bcn·ice. 

.. 17 

5. Jo what batUtt wu he eng.iged? 

6. Where d id he reaide when he enttrcd the ttnke? 

(.. 

N &IJlCI ol Cc ncral and PW Id C>ac.. 
u111lcr wb- b. • ~ 

f P'. la hit 1tatement aupported by living wita:Mea, by !*u.lltatarf preef, bf tndiliMuy ttW.UC. 1if 
incideutal nidenc:c, or by the rolld .i (,......,__ ~--, .;:·-, 

I. Are the pa~n def«live aa to form or autbentic:atioo? 11111 if ao, iu what retpecU -

,~--

• «trUC9 lli•t the foregoing 1tate1Dent antl the 111twer1 a;n:e with the oideoce in the cue abon 
•entiuneJ. 
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Family Tree Search Leads 
To Unique Ancestor 

'Tracing ones ancestors ha c.:k 
through history sometime~ un · 
c111er1 incidents \l.hich an: hc11er 
left uncovered. but for hi story's 
sake and the: Bicentennial 
cclcbration in 1976. the Watts . 
family, of whic.:h Alice Watts. 
Newberg, is a 111cmhcr. is un­
covering a host of people I rom 
evcrystute in the union who claim 
linrage· of the fumily. and 
ancc1tory they a ll can be proud 
of. 

A1 one famuu~ mun s:1id . 
"When lookinl! hack th ro ugh 
your anccston1 ma y you he a ~ 

proud of them as rhcr might he of 
you." 

Van Watts. of li nllnrnnd. 
Calif .. decided 10 t racc the Watt s 
family. 1ind made a hnhhy 111 
checking every a\enuc whir h 
miyht lc:itd him 111 his ullin1a1c 
gout. 

Y11mhill Count y's i:laim lo the 
fumed family ht·l!ins with .John 
Willi11m Wa11s. lu1c r lo he kno\\11 
throu~houllhe United Stoi c~ a' 
"Foahnrn". llc was horn in ll1ml­
in11 Green. Missou ri. N11 ve 111hi:r 
6, llBO. Mc wus the second eldc, t 
rnn of the William Walls . wh11 . in 
111.Sl. led the W1111s w11g11n 1ra 111 
wnt. t>rnud of hb fa mil}·, rok in 
the 1ni1k1n11 uf l\n11:1i.:11. W1l11an1 
W1111~ would h;i vc hecn pr nud in-· 
tktd could hchuvc:· knuw11 1ha1 a 
rnn 1m:11mp11nyin~ 111111 would C.:i"' 
the one \ote \l.l11d1 v.11uld dccit.lc 
1hc 11lo~cst and mosl contrn1c1 -
•ia l prc:hidi:n1iul election in thl.' 
United St111cs hi, tory. 

Hui hu would Ix' l'lfllall.1· p1n11d 
of ljlo "on who hnd returned 
lrom C11lilorniu's g11IJ lid1.b 111 " '" 
wiwl In hcrdin11 the fam_ily'' li1c-
1tock on 11200)-milc journl.'y o~cr 
1ho Orc11on Tru ii. · 

In Orc11on all of the Wath 
hoy~ would pitch in tu hl'lp the 
lu1J1ifv 11ct e'taltli,hl·d 111 Cnl11111· 
hi11 county. cmc who r c111a 1111.'./ 
ii] Columhia t'\111111~ 1, 
remembered a' it~ mq, l 1:01111J11 I 
~ hcriff. And stil l anothl'I . 
rionccrin11 tn the end of hi, da\ ' 
in Qre11on would father the lrl\t 
muyor.of Si:uppoose. thc city that 
11rew on the ~rot where the: Watt ' 
wa11on trnln rolled to ii ' ' "lh 

Fo11horn. alter only fi1c ycil" 
helping tht: la111i ly get c'tahli, hcd 
in C11 l11111 hi11 c1 1111111-. 11·1111fd ti, 
joked 11hout .. ., , 1hc Jclq!il tc 

that hml till' 'hlU.J!C' I 

'iS • 
STATE Sl:.NATOH, l>OCTOH, MINISTEH ... Dr. John 
Wa lls , one of \ u111hi ll ( ·111111l y\ pio11ccr~ b hc~I known for 
his 11ick11umc, "Foi:horn " und his conlri hulio 11 to the clcc· 
lion of l'rc~idcnl I '1t)· 1·~. 

11111111h' a1 I lil.'j!111i'' ( 111"11111111111:.I 
C11111,111i1111 .. ft wl·111' 1111.' } 111111~ 
111a 11 had mad e: l1111i-dl lil·a 1 d ... 
U.llh ii lltlCC lhal 1111n 111111 ii 
111d.11 .1111e~ 

A ml it wou Id he "' r· 
pri,ing illlkcJ 11 . al lhl' aµc ol 27. 
it t11111cd out that 'h1gh11111' was 
1101 the y1111llj!l''I of 011.')!1111 \ 
lo1111Ji11g lather ' ant.I l1a111e1' of 
ib t:11 11,1i11rt i111l. 

li e 11111\ l.' J 111 ll l.' .11h~ \'a111hill 
C1111111 1· l.11c 111 thl.' IK)O\. a11d \\,1' 
,c 111 111 1111' , 1:11 1.' ' l'llalc. I hat 111 -
111:• would 11111hil\e1al..c11 S... 11a t11r 

111 • k 111.'d . lhl.' l(n . Wa tb . a11·ay 
11 11111 Ill ' ll ll'\f ll,if fllill'll LI.' Ill hf, 
rl1111d11 111 i 111~ k11g1h 111111111.' I 11 r 
111 I ,1l.1 ~ctll.' . 1hl·11 11111: 111 the 
n 111111 .1 \ 11111, 1 pl•"Jll.'l 1111~ 1111111,. 
hi.' u.1111111 hl.'t.:11111 1.' •11hy,1l.'lan and 
ckr f!~ llli111. 

1\lu11d1111! 111 ldil \\';111 , 1111111' 
111 a 11t> lilll 1111 111 \'a11 \Va th 111 " " 
' e'i11d11111 the· f11 , 111 1 ~ o f l hl.' \\'all' 
la1111h . 1h1' 1111111 1! 111an 111a1.k a 
111.11~ 111 lh l.' polilll.'il l \111rlJ . " ' ii 
' lllf!k l'kelll l II 111 1 II •tlild ,11 1.1 111 
,,,, 11111q11 i.: illld l' ll \ 1.i hk· ll'fllllil · 
111111 111 h.1 I11 1g dn ·11kd I hi.' \.'111,e·, 1 

Nttttbtrg 
C6rap~it 

Jll"ldl.'lllliil de·l.' 111111 111 the 1 1 . ~ . 
hi,1111 \ . 

"S.:l.'ln, Watb w11s i1pp11i111cd 
1111, 11na,1a nf I ala\l' lll.' 1111d there 
Ii" a h"1 1ir1ca l 1;i1,· I he ulfic.:c 
hn·amc ol 1ia111111id 111 ll'l'l''' \lhi:n 
i11 IK 76 he. Wat ts. \\"" ckrll'd ii 
l' ll',llk1>11a l d.:Llnr 1111 lhl.' 
l{q111hlil.'i111 1irl.ct. 

"(i11\~11111r Ciro\cs. ii 

I >i.: 111111:1 ii I. hl'ld I ha I h" l.'ln·t i1111 
11 a' ilkg;ol . alkgi11g ii v.1111ld l'llll· 
,1 11 111l' l11 ilJ 111g 1u. 11 kd,·rilloll1rn 
al lhl.' "11111.' 1iml.' \\'a t" 1e'' lj!lln l 
ii' jlll , lf lli"ll'I' . 1\1 lhl.' app111111c·d 
111111.' . the thr ee lfrp 11 hlk,111 l.'li:c-
1111 ' \V. 11 . Oddi. .1.C. Ca11v.11gh1 
.rnu .I Wath. ml.' t al the ., lak 
h1111w. On.: ;11 11 1i1111.'. in 11alh·d 
lhl.' lhrn· d t: kilh'd lk11111n;1lll.' 
ra111fid.ile\ . l .. A ( 1n11111 . W II. 
I i"h· ll . and K Khppl'I. 1111.' 
' Cl'll.'la1 y "' lhl.' ,I.I ll.' l',lllll' In th.: 
d nor u.11h illl i.:111dnp.: 11d­
d11'"l'll l11 <ldl'll . !';11111r•ch1 illld 
C'i 1111111 J,1lk11111n;1lil'l11,l.'l 1n1hc 
l'ln·11w1. I A he111c'd Ul ,l'U,,11111 
1 .. 11, 111 i:d . 

~w.111 ~ had 1:1!. l.'n 1111 pall i111he· 
1'\t: ha 11gc.: and 
'1a1.:d Ill.' 111111ld '"11111. I hrn 11 

Wl.'lll' ( 'r11 11111 I 0 11 ~ 11111111' i11111 f11 , 
1111 11 h:1111b. app111111nl h1111,e·ll 
t: h.111111.111. illld i1flp1111111.'d 11111 
c.:11 111 e1111.'11l llll' ll l'arl.e·r 111111 
~1 illn 111 fill the· lill.'il lll' ie·, the· 
l(q111hhl'ill1' ldt. .i 11d \ Clll.'d 1111 
I 1l1k11 and lle 11d11d,. t\\11 I•• 

11111.' . Mi:a11\1h il.: . ig1111111111 
(' 11111 i11 '~ ll l: lltlll .~ .. · lht.: 
Hq111hl 1t: a n, CJJc'll 111nd 
( ':11 lw1 iµh1 had i:ln·ll.'d Wall ~ 111 
1111 thl' t:lcc.:lnn>I 1.11.111n-. 'lh.:11 
lhc·y Cil'I lh1e.: 1ote' lo;. lf11}c' 
.111d Wl11:d.:1 . 

.. I he alfoir h11d t 11r11cd Into a 
three ring circu). 11111 thr: main 
ra c.: 1 ~ rl'nia ined. Eut:h 11roup 
ca r ri•d returns to Wushin111011 
11 hae lhc spi:cial l' lcctorul c.:0 111-
1111'"'ll1 sci up fur that p111pme 
w1111ld urhilrn lc the disp111c. 
Cronin') group cilrt1cd credi:n­
·iab ''sued hy th.: g1nernor. ·r he 
Hl· puhlil·ans l'il 111cd rhcir t'll.'c· 
lt11al \oles and illl ah,tract ol rhc 
' '·lll' elee·11111111111.' .1 11,·,1cd f11 1he 
,,,.,. ... 1a ry or slate illld ' t111;1pi:d 
11i1h the ' lilll.' seal 'h1111·i11g that 
< l1 "!o! '"' had g1111e· lkr11hhl':tn hv 
:1 l:ir.l!c maio rit~· a111I 11as L'fllillrd 
'" hl'r lhlCI.' \Ill" 1111h.:clct:hHi1I 
nil lq!l' . I he li11al 1k n,1111111h1d1 
gall.' lo \Vatb t h.: lllll' 11111; tha l 
111 .1dc Ila ~'' prl·,uknt 1, 
h1st.ory. 

u n 

[tr vao~ fl tp ~rr 
r-JJU ~ )Jvvi& 



OCCGS REFERENCE. ONL y 

. This ditto copy wa~ typed from a poor Thermofax copy of a 

previously typed copy or another copy. And that copy had been made 

from the originalo I hope it hasn't changed too much from the 

original. 

I tried to keep all the spell1n~ exactly as I found 1t 9 except 

~or obvious typographical errors, but don't know h4w many of the errors 

l spelling were made in recopylngo I hope I haven't added anyo 

•_.1.. -··· 

Esthel' Ao Watts 

Whittler» Cao 90603 
May 5~ 1973 

UttANG'E to. CA. GEN. SOC, 
c/o Huntington Beach L!hrnry 

7111 Tol~.1crt f..1:· .• 1 ·: 

Huntlngt,I!. e·~::;;ll, • .:, ..• _ ... ~ 

Presented by': 
Esther Watts ____ ...__ __ ~·' 
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Date received by 
National A rchives ORDER AND BILLING 

FOR COPIES OF 

VETERAN'S RECORDS 

Mail the complete 
set o this order to 
1. CHECK RECORD DES I RED 

D PEN S I ON 

D BOUNTY L AND WARRAN T 
APPLI CATI ON (Service 
before 1856 only} 

D M ILITARY 

Please read information on the back and follow instructions below. 

Submit a separate set of order forms for each veteran . Do not remove any 
of the sheets of this '1- port set . You will be billed $2.00 for each file 
reproduced . Do not mail payment with your order. This form will be re­
turned to you and servas as your bill when we fill your order. 

Mil itary Service Records (NNCC), Nalional Archives (GSA), Washington, DC 20408 

REQUIRED MINIMUM IDENTIFICATION OF VETERAN 
2 . VETERAN (Give last, first and middle names) 

4 . WAR I N WHICH , OR DA T ES BETWEEN WH I CH HE 
SERVED 

3. STATE FROM WHICH 
HE SERVED 

5. IF SERV I CE WAS C I V I L WAR 

D UN I ON D CONFEDERATE 

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IF KNO'fili_ --------- --
6. UN IT I N WH I CH HE SERVED (Name of regiment 

or number, company, etc., or name of ship ) 
7 . BRANCH IN WH I CH HE SERVED If other, specify: 

10. DATE OF B I RTH 

13. DATE OF DEAT~ 

01 NFANTRY O cAVALRY 0 ART I LLERY~0 NAVY 
8. , K I ND OF SERV I CE 

0 VOLUNTEERS D REGULARS 

11 • PL ACE OF B I RTH (City , county, State, etc. ) 

14 . P L ACE OF DEATH 

9. PENS I ON OR BOUNTY L AND FILE 
NUMBER 

12 . NAME OF WIDOW OR OTHER CL AIMANT 

l 5 . I F VETERAN LIVED I N A HOME FOR SOL . 
D I ERS , G I VE L OCATION (City and State} 

16 . PLACE (S) VET ERAN L I VED AF T ER SERV I CE 

l 7 . YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS 

~~ R> <: <: 
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DO NOT WRITE BELOW - SPACE IS FOR NATIONAL ARCHIVES TO REPLY TO YOU 

RECORDS ~ D PENS I ON D BOUNTY L AND 0 MILITARY ENCLOSED 

D THIS IS 
NUMBER OF F I LES FROM WH I CH 
COP I ES WER E REPRODUCED AMOUNT 

~ YOUR 
BILL DUE 

Please remit the above amount in the enclosed addressed envelope with 
the while. copy of this form. 

D WE WERE 
UN AB L E TO 
COMPLETE 
YOUR ORDER 

RECORDS 
SEARCHED lilii.. 
F OR BU T ,.. 
NOT FOUND 

O PENS / ON D BOUNTY L AND D M I LITARY 

We found pension or bounty l and files and ____ military service files for 
veterans of the same name (or simi l ar variations). You may order copies by returning 
the enclosed , marked forms. 

When we are unable lo fi nd a record for a veteran, thi s does not necessarily mean that 
he did not serve. You may be able to obtain information about him from the State 
archives. 

See attached forms/ieaflets/informalion sheet. 0 See reverse. 

D Please complete items 2 (give full name), 3 and 4, and resubmit. 

SEARCHER F ILE DES IGNATI ON 

DATE 

CASH I ER 

GENER AL SERV I CES ADM INIST RATI ON GSA FORM 6751 (REV . 2 - 75 ) 



NUMBER 

......-.--······---·····----·····--···-··········--··-··-·----- ---------··----

··-····y-········-··-············--· ·····-------- ----······ -·····-.. ············-··-·----····-·····-·-·-----·--···-·-· ............ -.................................. _. ___ ...__. 

------··· ··-·······-·····-···-···········-·-----· ··-····-·· .. -... ·--·-········ ..... ····-··-····-··-···· 

----- -------·---·---········r---·----·-·--····-···-·--··-------------········· 

--------..... ········--- ···-------· ............ ·-----·------------- -------------- -··--·--···•·'"I,·•···--·······-·····-·····-·······················-··-········--------

---------·---------··-------- ----------------·-----·--·······-·-----·-··-····-··--·--·············-··················-····-

·----------·-------·----- ·····························~--

-----·-··- ------------·--------------··----·----------- ···-·---· 

------···----········ .. ... . ...... ···-·-·--·-

--~.····-~----·······--·-·--·····-····--· -----·---····--····--·-···--······-·---·-·------···----···-----······;······-······-··· 

··-·---·-··---·-··---··-------------·--------..a,------
·-_........-····-··-······-' ---------------- ------·----·-------------------------···-··-·········· .. ··--
- ····-···-·············-··-··---·------·----- _...,.._ ....... ..__._ -······-· ·-·.-·.....-··--·· -·:....---···-·--·------·····--·-·--------.a.----------···--········--············-··· 



-
' • 

:P / ,;,'..! ·I ,...-,.--""1 . 
./i· ~.h .., . / 

7 ' 

11v 1U /<; tAt. ... ~ ' '/ ~/// ~--, ' .J? • 
~ / ~ I 

It ' " 'faaJ/f, ul!.w""" ,,.i/"!.? - ,,-: ~. /- ,,,? 

-·-·-· -- .:..-=I 
~/~ ;,.f -l 

=.z==--:....;;;.'":! 

., 



--

[ 
.. 

~~ ,~ -
,,. lht! ~'ltdt •I' /re. u,.../..-(,1 .... " .. / f-_) 

(.lt·t 71h J1111e, 183~.) · 

I. \Va:1 the dccla1.:1liuu ma.Ji: l;cfo re a Cuurt or a Ju1li;e? · 

2. If bdon: :i. JuJ0e, J oe; it "Pi'e!lr that tho ap11licaot i:1 Jiolblo:J by boJil1 infirmity? 

3. How olJ i• he? 
/ 

.i. Slate hi;i s,ervicP, as Jirectetl io tlu: furru auucxeJ. 

Du~tiuo ur !lcnicc. 

llonll1.•, ll•ys. 

~ lo17J cY I 

Names of Ccnc~ l1lld Yield Olltccn 
Wider whwu bu ktYed. 

7. l :t his •tatcm~ut ~upported by Ji,·iug witoca!itt, by docu1ueutAry proof, lly tradilion1r1 e•idruce. Uy 
iocit.lc11 tal o:viJe11r~ , ur by Utt: rulh? /ro. ~tfo-i-t... 47- ·-

~. Ar.: the papers Jcli:cti\-t: u to furm or :iutbcotita•ioo? aoJ if llO, in wh~t rupect?l'kr~-1"14""' " ~ -

I C!:rrHC!! that the furq;uin ;; 1tn1cmcnt a11J the 11mvcr1 agree ~·it)1 the cYitleocc in the cue alHm:' 

' ·---·--.. 
~~ 2-P /;:-) 

L...- · 
l.':rlllllininf Clu~. 

. · 

t 

. . 



-

I ...... 

• ·t • t. • • t 

, ' 
. ......... 

' ;z ' ' 
I 

, / 

~/tr 

,. . 

/ .. · " 
,/ 

·~ -
L 

"--
. ' 

/ 
t. ,.. £. ~ 

/ I' , 

L ' "' 

/ • 

/ ,, 

-· · / ,, .:.£' 6~ .. r-e-- -- ' .,... 
./ 

t ;{' z .. ,1~· 
.,,>- } 

/ 

/ t:::-* .. ,, 
t-!' 

.. · ...... /.' .... ~..,.. 

- , ~ / 
~ • ..,.. ~ ~ c.: .. - '-~ .L- ._.., ~ ('-.:... - ( t:' • ~--

2 -- ~.t:.' 

.... ( - , I' ,L ~/ /,e 

/ r• • 

! . c ./ 
..: 

.... , 

I 

.I 

.. 

. ' . .... 
(, ' . ,,,_ J • ,,. cc-'"" 

/ / . 
,.- ~ - - L- > 

--- i 
-~ .. 

L LJ _-:..,. (. '-/ 
~ 

.. z .. ~ c<:.: //-'~ 



,,.. 
' . 

. ~ 

Mra. I Ullam R. lob.neon 
MO Kaai King S'r•~ 
J':l"ankl ill, Indiana 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxu 

. ..,.•· 

Jleteronoe ta made t;o 1ouz loU'er 1n whioh you rtq\199' tu 
reoo.rd ot Pote Vath, a .oldier ot tu Rnolutiol1U7 sv. 

The data whioh tallow 11o.re obtained trom Uu~ J.1-.PV• oa 
tH• 1n pena1 on olda, s. So'761S, b4au4 u,pcm tih• Hnlllut!oUl'J . 
War aerTioe of Peter Watta. 

He waa born in 1756 in Culpeper OoUiltf, Virglnia1 the ..... 
ot aoldier'• parm&t1 are not ahon 1n t;u olalla. 

lhile roaiding 1.n Guilford County , Hanh Os:rollna, u 
enllated 1n Ma;y, 177J, and auved aa a priTata in O~ta1D Zolla 
Bolaon' a oompaey-, Oolonol 'l'hCXM• "Pogue'•" (pro\;lo.b}¥ Dl98Jli t~ 
Thoma• Polle' a) ,. North Curol1AO. i!~imedl length ot aenicae 
ono rear. 

Th.Ii tlOldhr r esi d9d i n Guilford County, ~•m-th Oarollua, 
until l77g, when he moved to Kontuok;Y. 

Pohr \Vath waa allowed pension on hie appliouUOA 1.aouted 
IO'fernl>t.l' 20, 1832, while a raaldont ot Sb.91~ Oollll~, Xantuoq. 

Ho .retoreno1 waa made in tqe olala •o wit• or onildren. 

In 1832 one .l. a. lath wu rea1ding 1n 3lelby Oounw, 
Xontuok)', rel..tiOll•hiP to .aol.Jiar not; 1tatod. 

4. D. HilJJWt 
.Uahha• io ~hue•rat~ 

• 
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Pe .. 1oa omee. 
18.1 

.9fr .. 

:The ~k1tet> 1i. .. 11j"y'wrl t/ yew afui14 fll~I' lie a¢ r J't1~ 7, ~I», .I~ 

"'" IUOllWWI, aHrl d~ ~~&rJ Ol'O ~?aud( NJ"~ :J'M J~i't? "' a J/alome~ r 
y r11,. ~ ,;., '" !alt~,. f1'111. tJ11 ew'f4am~ liu~ )~1t1 avd 1/u flk""'if.J ~tk.i mttl 

/he J11f<-ti1u/ 11c1fa Y"" 1J rerui(y ,fa:~ lhal cf«JC.11J ,.u,j, tuAtcA "'"""' l<J ro11c11et( 

lvjM a /"11.JtCll ralf le allcwd ::Tie t11&h an</ /~ "'".?~'u 1t·1/I d&a~ w.lai 41 

'!Vcr/r117 lu le rlwc. :Jtc.Je ju.iittJ lt7 1.t..kd yc·ul' on'ell4(;n ii m<M jull'.fr11kN~ ~Y&eh1( 

)I"" uvll.jiu/ '1J1t1nb/ tii !he 11w1'.f"i' 111iJ(, a ba«, (d.JJ: l J 1tu Wt/I. wlo1-

Y"" l'dt1m )I""" juf"rJ &i lhiJ @,juv lmel&/. ~"d lh1j )N1lful k&I' wt/A /hem~· a11d 

}""' 11-vl/, 7 «-1J41:"''.? 1u1U: lk n11"4 J'~ furiluas ~ i1111u&juaun r )10111' 

~1i11. 

J '(J 
I l .',/, •• I ,!/1. "''' ..... 

Jam,,#~ 

. I /, ./_ . " ,:_ ~,., .• ~ .~/ 
_.,, 'I. --
• I 1.· ••• .. , t ' t / /. • ..., 

;,', . ': : • .S.'t _/. : ,( .. ) 

• . /4 / . • ' , : , ,,,.J ... ..... , 1. • ..c: . 

f..,,,' -:(, f.<to~ • • I /. 1 

'IW" ,kJilfl JHWJ~ 

.J, L F.DWARDa, 
C'o-iuio11tr of P .t111ioai. 
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Wl"9. 117• Bill 
Rout. le 
Oookmlle, Teane1 .... 

I 

-./ 

,....,., •. 1•. 

Reterenoe h IM4.e to JIDU' let\er t.n whioh 1ft J'ttqUM\ \M 
JlnolutioWLI7 k reoord of 0.01'69 W\1, a penelour of Jaakeoa 
Couot7 1 Tezw1Hee1 lD 1833. 

Th• data llhloh follow an toan4 tn the ~ Oil tU. la 
ptnlion olal•, I. 1009, baH4 upon aemoe tn the RnoluUona17 llu 
ot Georr,9 :rnth. 

Georg• rtat ta waa born JanU&rf 11, 1763, h llanoYll' Ooun\1, 
'1rginla1 the nnmell of hie p11rent1 uie not 1bown • .lt tbe tl• ot tbe 
lnolut1oUUl7 Jar, he relitl.14 in llln1t7•Slx ·n11t.r10\ (later Laurena 
D11triot). South Carolina. 

a.ora.e latte 1nlht14 ln Bept .. ber 1171, ane4 aa prlTato 
a.o4 Hr.;aar.\ in 03*)tain William Dane• oompan,y, Colonel l'l1llla.-:i1• 
South C11rol1nn rect'*lt, •a• at th .. Siege of Savannah an4 ln the batUo 
ther9 OOtoblr 9th. and wa1 dilcharg94 at Auguata, haril18 HrYed three 
!ll0nth1. He enl1t:h4 ln Ua,y 1781. und 11ned 11z nonth1 u pdYah 
in Captat.n S11111110ne• South Carolina OOl:lpaJlT, dur111;1 which ha •-. ln tbl 
Siege ot llin•t1-Six under oo~ of Colonel ~"lhington. if• YOlWllMnl 
about novo::iber <m. l?Ol, 1\1\d Hrved. one 71:1r al private tu Oa11taln 
s.tau.l 1-1oore•1 South Carolina ootip&DT, whioh OOit.pl\.'11' eaa OOllL':IW'•ded latN' 
'tv L1eute11Mt Joao-ph need, durlne whiob he waa ln a 11v1N 1n~~et1eut 
wUh the ':'ory leader 0Unn1~ tit.n4 11cape4 'b.7 mriamlug the .5:Ll.uda lli.nr. 

\

,...Be 1nl\ 1t.1d ln December 1782, ~'l..nd 11;;vod thl'ff month• al pri Yate lD 
, .• ' Capbln Robert wa.xnll'• oompany 1.u General F1cl.:en1• campaign &&nintt t.U 

• Indiana, du.rill<! wM ch he burnod I ndlan to11n1, a111l1te4 in klllinc their 
· • warrior' Md ln t~ing their •Q.'llllMI and childron prhonere. 

·' . '-
The aolditr rea1ded in Laurene Diltriat, South Oarollna, !J'Oll 

wbloh plaoe he mo•e4 to J&Olcaon Oou rt.y, T1nn111N. 

~r,-:e lfatt1 wu allowect penllOll on b11 appllo1itf.oai oxeaute& 

,. 

" $ 
•! 
4 



Deo~r •.um. •' whl• ti• be reeldecl ta .r..,ao. 0.'*7. '-• 
••. ~, had re•l.S.4 tn tb&t. count7 for •• \baa tnnty 19an. Be 
4\ e4 JCJll'U&'r'T 4 I 1~. J 

· Ir">',;), ,._,~ I -;;· 
Geo r g-e ~att • 111'1.M'i e4 April aJ. •• the ye.arj 1 ~ Ma?7 1'. falkera tbtlf 

.. re saarrt-4 at her father• 1 house lD LallHUa- Di 1t rlo\, South. O&l'Ollll&I 
the n.amea ot ~r pa.renh are not mo.a. 

UaJ7 !. ltatt1, the eold11r•1 dctow. waa allowed penaton on Ml' 
~lie tion executed Octob9r 10, 1838, al which time abe ... a&e4 
artent,--one yeare. mi. remld.ec! theD tn Jack90n Oount7, ,._..., .... abe 
... lh1.ng t here ln 1149. 

'!he nn:oee ot the ~ildr. ot O.Orp l'ath a11d ht• wito, !laJ7. are 
ahoirtl u f ollowa 

Sal1T la\t1 bora ~ 1. 1'90 
it.artha '· • • Aprll 22. 1'93 
J811191 • • Jsnun:t"T a. 1794 
Wr.n•!1el4 • • Deoaabw 19i 1796. 
NaMT lT. • • ~ '· 1197 • Luctndla • • Apr ll 38,1799 
bsnnab • • !IOT .. "t;B 9, 1801. 
AnD '!'. • • hbJ"IW7 as. 100. 
lazmfll • • Jazi'Gll.'q ... llOS • 

!he fllloriQrt WU T.OOrtecl al .... 

llha l atte cran4Gb114 of 0 A Pollp'' laOe W. Deoe._. ll, 1111. 

IA 18331 Jamee latte, a brot~r of Oeorp lath, rea14e4 Ill ~u 
· Dilt riot, South CIU'Cllna. · 

In 1838, BallJ' 11. 01born, ~ fitt7 ena yearw. 1U\te4 tbat 1he 
1'&9 pre1a.'lt at the r.iarrla&e of her ahtel', Mary 11. • to George w,.tte. One 
Martha :tnlker, a r•tlde.'lt o! ..Ud Jaok9oa Oount71 tn 1838, r;aT• her a&e 
aa "bout •lrty-e!&ht yeani •he UTe4 u ·a utgbbor to George lfat.U an4 
1.1.ar7 B. M children. and aa All attendan\ at IU1r aaniagea ehe 414 DO\ 
•tat• any ral~tionthip to tho fai:dlJ'. 

1!1 lMI, Aloxun41.t MeCAWlq ant s. u. MoOawleJ' w1tneue4 tl.o •tgnature 
et M&r'7 B. latte, tb'.I toldier•a ri4o•, tA J~ Oo11nt7. 'hnUHMI DI 

a. 

n 

r. 

i: 



• 

Jn o!'de? 'o obtall1 'h• dat• ot laa' pa,J90\ ot peadoa, ~ 
•f penon palcl, an4, p.11slbl)-, the date ot cleatla of th!• pen•~. 
1'0" sbaul.d ad•' reu 'l'he Com;pt roller Jen&r»J., General Aooount l-c 
Oft1ce, n~rda DiYitlOA, th.11 o1t7, and otte th9 followtlicl 

USA A 4QE Z 

1.ht'Y lt. latte, wtdo• ot Geor&e latu. 
Certificate fl'n>' 
Ie.ued '.!aTOh 16, 1849 
nat.• $83. ea ,n AIUlllll 
Co..:ienc~ U"\?'Oh 4. 1848 
.kJt of feliruaJ7 3 l 18'1 
T oro.!IBl4M Man.D.1'• 

l. D. JIIIJ,IB, 
~tl-w. Aaei1tan• '° \A• .A&dn11irater. 
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CELEBRATION OF A}iERICA'S BICENTENNIAL BY DESCENDANTS OF WATI'S FAMILY PI ONEERS 
~ = "The m~ Qli111iip]~ii~ ' i"ite~serv;nce of the- ~ 

.. nation's !3I~~T1JNfft:X\rtl?Lambert, Director, I~~: 

ALABAfil 
!1_on~cme,.rx 

ARIZONA 
Douglas 

Phoenix 

Prescott 

.... w . i t c 1;'-~ ... ~ 
1 ... ~ asn ng on ounty Mu::~mm, Hillsboro, Oregon. 

The Landmarks Foundation of Montgomery has provided the DESCENDANTS OF WATTS 
FAMILY PIONEERS with information concerning memorials to Thomas Hill Watts, 
the Confederacy's first Attorn~y General. Buried in Montgomery's Oakwood Ceme­
ter.y, St. Margaret's Hospital stands on the site of his home and there is a 
plaque on the building concerning this. A portrait of him hangs in the State 
Capitol. 

The recovery by Arizona's DOUGLA.S DAILY DISPATCH of the lost history of WATTS 
CASTLE is sparking BICE~TENNIAL PILGRDl'~GES south of the border. In the last 
quarter of the 19th century a Francis Harrison Tyler Watts built part of this 
border town including many business buildings and residences. Many of them, in­
cluding a WATTS HOTEL, were reported still in use in the 19JO's. About the turn 
of the century Watts br ought the first automobj_le to Douglas. South of t he bor­
der he b~gari a land, cat t l e and mining empire and bec2rue good i'riends with Gem­
eral Florencio Ruiz who had been placed in char ge of the Mt?xica!l end of the cam­
pagn ' by President Porfirio Dia~ . Their friend.ship is said to have begun when the 
General rode to the r escue of Watts and his cowboys, beseiged by Geroni mo and his 
Apache band. His son, Francis Marion Watts, would wed the General ' s daughter ~ 
build WAITS CASTLE and expand the Watts • holdings into control of millions of 
Mexican acres - dwarfing the mere f ew hundred thousand which occasionally brought 
Hearst to Mexico - and to WATTS CASTIE - the inspiration for his own fabulo~s San 
Simeon! But - for more on this - see MEXICO under NOTES FROM ABROAD. 
It was in Phoenix, in 1879, that Big Ben Watts would file the first of his a ~)pli­
cations for patents for the portable hay presses he would later manufactur~ in 
California. B~t there are other r easons why Phoenix has a sentimental at~achment 
for rnany Wattsesl For many years follmting the Mexican Revolution it would provida 
a haven for the CAST"J.E WA'ITSES who had fled across the border. Eventually , sever al 
generations of this branch of the family - offshoots of the COVERED WAGON W.A'!'TSES .. 
would find homes in California. But to this day Lupita Watts Olsen and her hus­
band, Verner, own the Casa Sant a Mari~ Nursery in Phoenix. Lupita is the young­
est daughter of the builder of WATTS CASTIE and Guadalupe Ruiz , daughter of Ci 

Mexican general. Today, Phoenix's St. Francis Cemetery, where both Francis Marion 
Watts and Guadalupe are bur i ed, has become a shrine for visiting CASTIE WATTSES. 
Here, about 1878, and before rnov--ing south to Douglas, Francis Harrison Tyler Watt$ 
would build Arizona's first flour mill. 
About 1862 t he WATTS WARD ?flJDO, then a slave of G ~rronimo, would be om·cha~ed from 
th.at r enegade by a Tucson contract.er, Sant iago SuYiate - but would r emain i n il­
legal bondage until 1878 when ha was f r eed by G~neral Florencio Ruiz whose daugh~ 
ter would wed Fr ancis Marion ~ofatts. The story i s that the General had hired Su­
viate to r estore an old mi ssion zouth of the border. The contractor would bring 
MUDO wi t h his l abvre!"s. But - enjoying bot ¥ t he General• s kindnesses and symi)a the Li 
attent ion f rom th!: mis sion fathers , the Indi nn deafmute would refuse to return t o 
Tucson. Instead, for the next 64 years and until his death and bur i al in Los An­
gel es at the age of 134 he would r emain a ward of General Ruiz and t hen the Watt­
ses - but see Minneapolis i tem, 



~ALI:<'C~JlIA 

Bakersfield Ida Strong Seggel sends a copy of a will in which her great grandmother Eliza­
beth Jacoby Watts, linked all three families - WATTSES, BOONES and LINCOillS -
in a single document. Currently continuing her research and recovery of family 
history in Bakersfield, Ida is a great granddaughter of the John Watts of Vir­
ginia with whom the transcontinental WATIS FAMILY migration began. 

Beverl Hills A picture window exhibit reporting events in WATTS FAMILY'S celebration of A­
MERICA'S BICEN~NNIAL has brought journalists and photographers and - from through. 
out Los Angeles and Orange Co~nties - WA'rl'S DESCENDANTSt One came all the way 
from El Honte and two drove a hundred miles round trip fro:n Laguna Hills! The 
exhibit has been endorsed as an official project by both the LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION and - since the nationwide celebration actually is SPARKED 
from within the City of Los Angeles - by the LOS ANGEIES CITY BICENTENNIAL COMMIT­
TEE. In the heart of downtown Beverly Hills the exhibit has made news in other 
publications but also in Beverly Hills papers, the LOS ANGEIES CITY BICENTENNIAL 
NEWSIETTER and the LOS ANGELES TIMES. 

Buena Park 

Jlos ~ngdes 'lEim£5 FEBRUARY 29, 1976 

Memorabilia Displayed 
.A •. window display at the Lawrence Block Co. Inc. build­

ing, li4 N. Canon Dri\·e, Beverly Hills, has won aooroval 
as a Bicentennial project from the Board of Suoervisors 
or: 0e recommendation of the county Bicentenriial Com­
nuss1on • 

. The d_isplay is titled "Watts Fami l,14's Beverly Hills Pic­
ture Window Exhibit" and is described by St.anley · R. 
Steenbock, the commission's executive secretary. as ."one 
of ~any pro1ects composing a virtually nationwide cele­
bration o~ Ar:1erica's Bicentennial by descendants of . 

As part of this Orange County City's celebration of AME1ICA'S BICENTENNIAL the 
BUENA PARK NEWS plans to publish BEN WATTS' TRAIL I.ro. Big Ben Watts died here 
in 1911 and was buried in Anaheim Cemetery. The eldest son of William Watts who 
led the WATTS WAGON TRAIN '.v'est, Big Ben was a brother of the fabulous FCXJHO:lli 

WATTS who celebrated AMERICA'S CENTENNIAL in a unique way and who in turn - as 
you will see in these pages - will be uniquely celebrated in her BICENTENNIAL! 
In 18~ FCXJHORN followed BIG BEN to the goldfields. In 1852 Big Ben would be 
there waiting when the rest of the family arrived in Oregon. And still later it 
would be Big Ben who led the way into Arizona and Sonora followed by a younger 
brother, Francis Harrison Tyler Watt s, about whom we have spoken. But of his 85 
years - all li.ved WEST of the Mississippi - Big Ben would spend more of them in 
California than in any other state. In 1849 he had arrived with the FORTY-NINERS! 
In 1873 we find him in the San Joaquin Valley where he would pioneer and engi­
neer CaliforniaG s first c ommercial ir~igation project. In 1880 he would file a?­
plication for the second of his patents for portable hay balers in Los Angeles. 
Then, in the 1880•s , in Hanford, Kings County, he would manufacture them. An ad­
vertising card pictured Big Ben in t he field with a model of his "WA TI'S BALING 
CHARIOTS"~ Forty-niner, judge , engineer, inventor and manufacturer, today boty 
OREGON'S WATTS HOUSE and MEXICO'S WATTS CASTIB - built by Watts Descendents and 
marking the western extensions of the Watts Family migrations - stand as monu­
ments to his monumental pioneering~ And when, in 1911, he passed away he left 
behind him an i mportant contribution to ~he history of the WEST and California -
an old TRAIL UXi which chronicles an intriguing tale of the FORTY-NINERS~ 



. ' CALIFORNIA( cont) 
·.Burbank City of Mysteryl At least i.t has A HOUSE OF MYSTERY! In it tor. many years and 

until his death at the age of 134 as verified by an autopsy - lived what must 
have been the nation's oldest human inhabitant - the Indian Wonder Man and 
deafmute - the WATrS WARD MUDOl But his secret will be out when published\ (And 
see Minneapolis item!) Not so for the secret or Guadalupe Ruiz Wattsl Daughter 
of a Mexican General and widow· of the builder of WATrS CASTIE, until she passed 
away in 1958 at the age or 88 - having lived the better part or _a century -
Guadalupe lived quietly in this lovely red-tiled Spanish style cottage at 120 
South Keystone Street. Her daughter Mary, the only member or the family still 
living with Guadalupe at the time of her death was herself in ~er sixties and 
not in the best of health. She would soon be placed in a rest home. 
Now - in separate letters to both this writer and Burbank's.Ben Watts - Sister 
Clara Watts, o.s.F., writes that when their mother had passed· away, Mary had· 
disposed or a number or boxes containing her effects by having them buried in 
the yard! , The boxes contained personal correspondence which Mary believed 
should remain confidential. But - quite likely containing also photographs, do­
cuments and even artifacts from Mexico - Sister Clara is postive they contained 
a lar~e bundle or correspondence between Mexico's President Porfirio Diaz and 
their.grandfather, General Florencio ~uizl No doubt these letters included many 
details or the campai~ against Geronimo and could have included numerous refer­
ences to George and William Randolph Hearst - both close friends of Diazt Now 
anyone who has read the badly neglected history or the period and area can ap­
preciate how historians would relish a find like that! 
But Burbank's Ben Watts, who still lives on Keystone Streeiin a house only a 
few blocks away, thinks it would be a tt>ugh job to recover this invaluable lost 
history and is not at all certain it would have survived the rains which cx;ca­
sionally seep into Southern California's normally dry soil.Nevertheless, it is 
worth a try and, hopefully, perhaps the present owner or Burank's HOUSE OF MYS­
TERY and the Burbank Historical Society will cooperate in a salvage operationl 
It should be said here that it was Burbank's Ben Watts in whose possession was 
discovered both BEN WATTS' TRAIL Len, written by his great uncle and namesake 
and, also, evidence that, on the maternal side, he is descended from one of Ca­
lifornia's old landgrant famil~esl But see Camarillo item belowl 

Camarillo On October 29, 1965 the LOS ANGEI.ES TIMES reported that a portion of the former 
Ruiz Family Ranch had been sold to in-laws of Senator Robert F. Kennedy. The 
CASTIE WAT'l'SES or the SOUTW"1EST and, formerly, MEXICO, trace their ancestors on 
the maternal side to both a Commandante·of the San Diego Presidio and the his- · 
toric Rancho Calleguas, which once covered much or southeast Ventura County. 

Campo De 
Cahuenga 

Clements 

In 1870 a portion or it was sold to Don Juan Camarillo to form the present day 
Rancho Camarillo. The 1965 purchase by.the brothers of Mrs. Ethel Kennedy in­
volved 4,6oo acres, reportedly sold for twelve million dollars. 

A Los Angeles publicati6n
1 

DISCOVER MEXICO, plans to publish pictures and arti­
cles which will link Calirornia's famed CAMPO DE CAHUENGA, officially billed as 
"THE BIRTHPI.ACE OF CALIFORNIA" .and located just across the street from Holly­
wood's Universal Studios, with MEXICO'S WATTS CASTIE. 
Susie Watts Allmond, who bas been researching the origins or the COVERED WAGON 

· WATTSES-who branched out over much of the WEST, has been put in touch with ano­
ther Watts descendant, a Mrs. Margaret E. McClain of San Marino. It looks like 
their research will converge in Virginia. Beyond that - material which has come 
trom both evidences that their lines or the family came from Somerset ~ounty, 
England. This is the English County from which the HOUDW TREE WATTSES or Clin­
ton County, New York, are known to have originated. 



CALIFO!lliIA (cont) 
- Hollywood 

Los Angele~ 

San Diego 

San Francisco 

Watts blood flowed in the veins of that Hollywood legend - Marilyn Monroe~ 
Marilyn, who chose her mother's maiden name for a stage -name, was a Watts des­
cendant. Many Wattses are aware that James Monroe's maternal grandmother was a 
Jane Watts. Not really an orphan at all - in a book about Marilyn, her second 
husband, Producer Bob Slatzer, r eveals - and just in time to help us celebrate 
our BICENTENNIAL - "I once helped her trace her line~l descent from t hat dis-
tinguished forebear (President Monroe)". 
A suggestion that a moVie be based on the life of GENERAL STEPHEN WAT'rS KEARNY -
"THE FATHER OF THE UNITED STATES CALVARY", has been added by the LOS ANGELES 
CITY BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE to a source list made available to those inter ested 
in producing BICENTENNIAL films. But concerning KEARNY see also Santa Fe and · NYC 
items. 
The City of Los Angel es has purchased as a cultural facility the famous WATTS 
TOWERS, built by Simon Rodia but by chance of location as much a monument to 
the Julia A. Watts who in the last century came into possession of the part of 
the big EL RANCHO TAJUATA now known as Los Angeles' WATTS SECTION. Research 
is expected to r eveal this Julia A. watts was a member of the COVERED WAGON 
BRANCH of the family. 
In 1806 a Don Francisco Maria Ruiz w~s order ed from Santa Barbar2 to become 
Acting Commandante of the Presidio at San Diego. Months later a Don Jose De 
La Guerra would arrive in San Diego to claim ~he post by precedence of r ank -
though he outranked Ruiz by only a few days. A much older man Ruiz was an uncl e 
of Don Jose's wife, a Carrillo, and no doubt thought that all this should count 
for somethingt He bowled the young upstart over with a mighty swat~ ~~ereuoon 
Don Jose leaped to his feat with drawn swordt .Blood was spared only when friends 
interceded. Both friends and r elat i ves P!evailed upon them to settle the quar­
rel amicably. And, no doubt, because it was looked upon as a family affair both 
received only mild reprimands f rom the Governor and Viceroy. Now this story is 
told here only because several generations of CASTIE WATTSES of the SOUTHWEST 
and, formerly, MEXICO, and about whom you will read much in these pages l ook 
back upon both antagonists as relatives1 A claim substantiated by no l ess an 
authority than Father Joseph Thompson who not only confirms the i ncident in EL 
GRAN CAPITAN, a book he had written about his own maternal great grandfather, 
De La Guerr- - but called the Wattses "cousins '~~ 
In 1876, in an EIECTORAL COLLEGE vote of 185 to 184 (Hayes vs. Tilden) FOGHORN 

------·WATTS uniquely cel ebrated AMERICA'S CENTENNIAL by casting the ONE VOTE which 
decided the closest Presidential election in U. s. historyt 

S:iin Marino 

Now - and just in time to cel ebrate AMERICA'S BICENTENNIAL - FOGHORN'S "lost" 
diary has been located in San Francisco - in the LIBRARY OF THE CALIFORNIA 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY! - ----------------------· A Watts descendant in San Marino, a Mrs. Margaret E. McClain, writes that she 
seeks material concerning several ·gene~ations of Ed~ard Wattses begjnning i n 
the 1700's in Culpepper County, Virginia. 
Also in San Marino, California's famed HUNTINGTON LIBRARY AND ART GALI.ERY has 

received a BICENTENNIAL gift of a WATlS HYt1NAL. Incidentally, one of th~ best 
known stories about the Reverend Dr. Isaac ~atts is t hat , invited to spend a 
week at the estate of' the Lord Mayor of London, be remained t ill his death 
thirty-six years later~ And, oddl y, a similar story is told about Sir George 
Frederick Watts who in 1851 became the permanent guest of Mr . and Mrs. Thoby Prin­
e.sap .~t :_.,i:-.don' s Little Holl and House. "He came t o stay three days, he stayed 
thirty years~ 0 Mrs . Prinsep would boast of Engl and' s greatest painter~ To which 
might be added only this note - it has just been learned that in r esponse to our 
suggestion of months ago the HUNTINGTON ART GALLERY has on order the latest bio­
graphy of Sir George , entitled ENGIAND'S MICHELANGELO? 



· CALI'ORNIA(cont) 
, Santa Maria Sister Clara Watts, the family's own "FLYING NUN", has sent us an outline of 

the WATTS-RUIZ IEGEND - a wonderful story which she hopes to find time to write 
and which traces the Ruiz side or her family, the CASTIE WATTSES, back to early 
Californian and even Spanish origins and the paternal side back to MEXICO'S 
WATTS CASTIE which, in 1972, she revisited. One of her many interesting anec­
dotes concerns the padre who, as the Los Angeles County and City prison chaP­
lain for the last 26 years of 1 his life, 'became famed as "FATHER JOE". Father 
Joseph De La Gu~rra Thompson was a descendant of the Yankee sea captain, Al­
pheus Thompson, immortalized in TWO YEARS ~EFORE THE MAST. On his maternal side 
he had descended from Don Jose De La Guerra about whom he would publish a book 
and rrom Francisco Sepulveda who came=to California with Father Junipero Serra. 
But he was related also to such other great California families·. as the Carril­
los and Ruizes. How come then!- when in 1967 "FATHER JOE" passed away the sec­
tion in the front or the church reserved ror family mourners was occupied - not 
exclusively - but most prominently and conspicuously by Wattsesl 
The hundreds who came to mourn his passing would include cousins like movie ac­
tor Leo Carrillo and SOCifl!tV ~olumnist Conchita Pignatelli or Beverly Hills. 
But "FATHER JOE" was a lifelong friend of the Wattses whom he called "cousins" • 

tor through the Ruiz Family he was a Watts relative! Both Father Marion Watts 
and Sister Clara Watts had followed him into the Franciscan orders\ And with the 
passing or many closer kin, towards the end or his 80 years the aged padre adoo­
ted the Watts family as his ownl Now - at BICENTENNIAL time - "FATHER JOE" 
deserves to.be remembered both as the wonderful person he was and as one of our 
family's several links with the history or early California\ 

Toluca Lake But here's where it all began - at Tolaca Lake in the City and C~unty of Los 
Angeles May 22, 19741 For it was on that date that the shot heard around the 
nation was fired by the mighty little TOilJCAN! Not everyone who read it's 
"WHAT'S UP, WATTS:" - a bit of family history and humor - was a Wattsl But -
it seems that everyone who read it knew a Watts somewherei And that's where· 
they sent copiesl The results - reported in that Beverly Hills exhibit and in 
this NEWSIET:ER among other publications - have been a virtually nationwide 
explosion or the WATTS FAMILY'S celebration of AMERICA'S BICENTENNIAtl 

Whittier Still another California town where a Watts can be found researching and wri­
tingl Here it is Mrs. Esther Watts whose research, some or which has been pub­
lished, has been highly praised by no less a genealogist than Ida Strong Seggel, 
another Watts descendant currently digging into archives in Bakerstieldo 

n.c. 
Washington 

FIDRIDA 
Gainesville 

The family celebration reaches into the nation's CAPITAL! In 1876 a New York 
publisher, Mrs. Charles F. Diehm, tilled AMERICA'S CENTENNIAL SAFE with memen-
toes or the times and turned it.over to CONGRESS - but kept the KEY to its 
inner strong boxl Now - who turns up in Washington with the KEY but a Thomas 
L. Watts of Gainesville, Florida, who had inherited it from a great aunt to whom, 

in turn, it had been bequeathed 1 by Mrs. Deilunl But - for more on this - read 
Gainesville, Florida, item belows 

If the man with the KEY to AMERICA'S CEN'IENNIAL SAFE'S inner strong box has 
anything to say about it - and he intends to press Congress for action -

-Americans celebrating their TRICENTENNIAL may also have a watts to thank for 
a small but inspiring contribution! Thomas L. Watts·told the Associated Press, 
"After the safe has been opened and the mementoes taken out, they ought to be 
replaced with something from each of the 50 states - not things to brag about, 
but pictures and other things that would show what life wqs like in the 20th 
Century, and then the safe should be locked asiin until the TRICENTENNIAL." 



·u1TOOKI· 
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MASSACHUSETTS 
Springfield 

Westhampton 

MINNESOTA 
Minneapolis 

MISSOURI 
Bowling Green 

Louisiana 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Concord 

NEW JERSEY 

Linked in .history with both OREGON'S WA'ITS HOUSE and MEXICO'S WATTS CASTIE 
and marking the route of the family's transcontinental migration from Virginia, 
the OLD WATI'S-JACOBY LOG HOUSE participates,in the ANNUAL TOUR OF OID KENTUCKY 
HOMES. 
Less than two miles away is the old STARK -HOUSE, also known as the STARK-METEER 
HOME. Both of these old houses were built by Captain James Stark, a Revolution­
ary soldier whose son, Judge James Stark II, would wed Jane Watts. The Wattses, 
Starks and Jacobys were related through a number or marriages. All three fami­
lies had migrated from Virginia and elements or all three would continue on with 
the great Westward migration into Missouri. 

A , story which has come down through the HOL'Im TREE WATTSES - your editor• s 
branch or the family - on December 28, 1915 patent rights were.granted to his 
w!icle, Silas John Watts, for a flinting machine used in the manufacture or 
paper and 12 or which did the work or 108 they replaced in the Springfield 
tactory in which he rose from apprentice to president. 
Built in 1?68, Hampshire County's Lillian Watts Blakesley House, also known as 
the OID STAGECOACH INN, on the Huntington Road, is reportedly being restored 
t~ look like the old BOSTON AND ALBANY STAGECOACH stop it once was. 

The Minneapolis magazine, MEXICAN WORID, plans to publish the story or the 
WATTS' WARD MUDO - SLAVE OF GERONIMO - the Indian wonder man who lived 1)4 
years - many or them as a ward or the CASTIE WATTSES. 
Several Watts families would settle in

1
Minnesota where a Watts descendant, 

William Watts Folwell, would write a four-volume history of the state published 
in 1930 by the Minnesota Historical Society. 

His homet.Own and birthplace, which also happens to be the PIKE COUNTY SEAT 
where hi.a grandf'ather, Major John Watts, settled in 1816, plans to celebrate the 
BICENTENNIAL in part with a play revolving around FOGHORN WATTS. 
A replica of the first cabin in which James Stark II and Jane Watts lived in 
this PIKE COUNTY town is being constructed as a feature of the MISSOURI BICEN­
TENNIAL. This Jane Watts was an aunt of FOGHORN WATTS, a sister of the William 
Watts who led the WATTS WAGON TRAIN West and the oldest daughter or Major John 
Watts and Elizabeth Jacoby. Jaµe had seventeen children by Judge James Stark II, 
fifteen of whom were raised to maturity. Out of this family would come two gover­
nors of Missouri and the famous STARK BRO'S NURSERIES which the great Luther 
Burbank would select to continue his experiments and which boast on their letter­
head "LARGEST IN THE WORID - OLDEST IN A1£RICA - ESTABLISHED 1816". 

"The most original and unique" observance or the Nation's BICENTENNIAL - the 
nationwide celebration by DESC~NDANTS OF WATTS FAMILY PIONEERS was conceived 
and coordinated by a New Hampshirite and member or the NEW HAMPSHIRE HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY, Van Watts, now a resident or the Hollywood area and member of the Holly­
wood Council of the Navy League. 

Fort Monmouth Wattses visiting the Jersey Shore have been told that "GIVE 'EM WATTS!" is an 
·expression still heard in New Jersey where it became the battle cry of Ameri­
cans beseiged in a church during the Revolutionary Battle or Monmouth and who 
kept up the pretense of battle - when they ran out of musketballs - by substi­
tuting wadded paper from plentiful WATl'S HYMNAIS! 

NEW MEXICO 
Santa Fe A Watts Descendant would become the first American governor or New Mexico where, 

in 194?, a nsTEPHEN WATTS KEARNY CENTENUIAL" was celebrated and where the basic 
law of the state is still the "KEARNY CODE". But see, also, the NYC item below. 



• 
NEW YORK 

Mooers Lorraine Orr, a reporter who sparked Mooers• celebration or the BICENTENNIAL with 
stories about its old WATTS HOUsE was herself named to the town's BICENTENNIAL 
COMMITTEE I 

New York City Maybe one or our researche~will let ·us know for sure - but it's our guess that 
Manhattan's WATTS STREET was named after the John Watts who was the maternal 
grandfather of General Stephen Watts Kearny, the Commander of the Army of the 
West and "Father or the United States Calvary". To the Indians Kearny was "The 
Horse Chief or the Long Knivest" But he has also been called by historians "The 
Conqueror of the West" and "The First of America's Great Proconsuls" - all of 
which make his antecedents mos~ interestingl In "SOIDIER OF THE WEST", a bio­
grapher, the late Dwight L. Clarke of Los Angeles, states that Kearny•s mother 
was a Susanna Watts who in turn w~s a daughter of a.John Watts or New York City. 
The son or a Robert Watts who "belonged to a family 1ong distinguished in Scot­
land", this John Watts was the last Royal Recorder or the Province of New York, 
member of the King's Council, a founder or the New York Public Library and the 
first President of the New York Hospital. With this background how could the old 
gentleman have been anything but a Loyalistl And he died soon after his large 
estates were confiscated. But, perhaps because of his many good works, arter the 
Revolution the New York State Legislature did the decent thing and restored the 
properties of this John Watts to his daughter Susanna, the mother of Stephen Watt~ 
Kearny. Stephen•s share or this inheritance eventually would pay for his educa­
tion at Columbia. And - if he was only half a Watts - on the occasion of AMERICA'S 
BICENTENNIAL - His contributions to her.histor)r should be. remembered with pridel 
They more than make up for his Tory grand!atherl Yet who would have thought that 
"The Father of the United States Calvary" came - not out or West Point - but out 
or Columbia! Or that "The Horse Chief of the Long Knives" was an Ivy Leaguert 

Plattsburgh The Clinton County Historical Society published the story of BUCK BAKER, a 
legendary border strong man whom many HOU.OW TREE WAT'rSES claim as a maternal 
grandfather. On the paternal side this branch of the family - your editor's -
traces its origins to a British. soldier who, in something less than gratitude 
for the theft of his inheritance by foster parents, deserted when the British 
retreated into Canada from the Battle or Plattsburgh - concealing himself for 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Durham 

OHIO 
Bath 

OKLAHOMA 
watts 

sometime after the battle in a HOLLOW TREE! 
• 

In 1974, its 80th year, Durham's WATTS HOSPITAL dedicated its annual report "IN 
MEMORY OF GEORGE WASHINGTON WATTS" who, in 1895, donated a hospital and also 
made up the deficits for those who would not or could not pay''• Mr. Watts died 
in 1921. But the hospital would manage to continue even through the Great De­
pression due to the efforts and contributions or his son-in-law, Joh.~ Sprunt Hill 
and his grandson, George Watts Hill. In 1968 voters approved a 20 million dollar 

. bond issue for a new hospital building on the edge of town. Today WATTS HOSPITAL 
is affiliated with the Duke University Medical Center and other North Carolina 
institutions of learning. 

Both the WATTS FAMILY and CLAN BUCHANAN COAT OF ARMS designs are documented in 
BURKE'S GENERAL ARMORY. Pictures and plaques and brief family and clan his_ 
tories can be obtained from several sources including Halbert•s Inc., 3687 Ira 
Road, Bath, Ohio 44210 

DESCENDANTS OF WATTS FAMILY PIO~"EERS have received from the Adair County Chero­
kee Historical Society a history of the little Oklahoma town named after a John 
Watts, the half Indian and half' English CHIEF OF THE CHICKAMAUGA CHEROKEES 

• 
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OREGON 
Beaverton Beaverton's proudest boast is that it was once BEAVER VILLAGE1 When the Wattses 

and other mid-nineteenth century pioneers arrived here they round virtually the 
whole area carved up into a series of ponds and dams on which beaver homes had 
been built. Needless to say - the pioneers were hard put to match the industry 
of their predecessorsl A Henry Clay Watts pictured in BEAVERTON'S DIAMOND JUBIIEE 
ISSUE in 1968 was its first tr.easurer when this Washington County ·town became a 
City in 189J. Henry was the son of Mary Ann Spencer Watts who in 1852 had become 
Beaverton's first school teacher :and William Watts who led the WATTS WAGON TRAIN 
West. The graves of William and Mary.Ann can be seen in the Crescent Grove Ceme­
tery. 
In 1922 a Dr. G. E. Watts became ,the chief financier of Beaverton's short-lived 
movie industry, the Premium Picture Production Company. But, pioneering in avia­
tion also, in 1925 Dr. Watts converted the bankrupt company's large studio into 
a plant which manufactured one of the first·four-passenger, low-wing cabin mon- . 
planes in Oregon. · 

Hillsboro The publication of the above item in an issue of this NEWSIET'l'ER brought the fol­
lowing request from Mr. Brent Lambert, Director, Washington County Museum, 641 
East Main St., Hillsboro, Oregon 97123 (PH:648-86ol)"Beaverton had an early fling 
at movie-making and aircraft manufacture, two areas in which I anticipate doing 
some research. I would appreciate any information you might be able to provide 
about Dr. Watts and his association with aviation and films. Are you aware of any 
individuals either in my area or elsewhere who might be of assistance in this pro­
ject?" Some informati'on already has been rushed to Mr.Lambert and we are sure that 
others in receipt of this NEWSIE~TER will be able to help with the desired assis­
tance. 

McMinnville In the Yamhill County seat it is planned to characterize FOOHORN WATTS in a BI­
CENTENNIAL play and, further, to display his blown-up portrait in a public build­
j.ng. 

Newberg Remember the highly succ~ssful CBS-TV show or the 1950's - "LIFE BEGINS AT EIGHTY"! 
Alice Watts of Friendsview Manor,. Newberg, Oregon, celebrated her 80th birthday 
February 11, 1976 with i:rustol As .she is celebrating AMERICA'S 200TH! The oldest 
child or Henry Clay Watts and a nilee or the fabulous FCXiHORN, she contributed 
importantly to the 1968 BEAVERTON DIAMOND JUBILI.EE ISSUE. More recently she has 
been very energetic in salvaging pictures, documents and history pertaining to 
the COVERED WAGON BRANCH of the family. And not content with satisfying demands 
for such ~emorabilia from California's Wattses - has even offered assistance to 
three Oregon Counties - Columbia,: Washington and Yamhilll And - even topped that 
with a visit to the NEWBERG GRAPHIC which will give our celebration some coverage 
by publishing a picture or her UNCIE FCGHORN! Now she writes "The response to your 
NEWSIETTER is absolutely fantastic& Could you please send me two additional copies m 

one for rray niece and one for a c. Ellen Watts who writes for my church publica­
tions?" 
Getting suspicious about this Alice Watts - who talks about everyone but herself -
your editor checked her family's genealogy and history for something that would 
explain her missionary zealt And sure enough - she was a missionary1 In China -
for many yearst 

Portland Charles William Watts, the only son of F01HORN (Dr. John William) Watts and Mar­
tha Hendrix, married a "Miss McNary". A well-lalown newspaperman, for a long time 
he was editor of the SAIEM STATESMAN, the leading paper of Oregon's Capital. He 
was clerk or the legislature for two terms. He went to the Yukon in 1897 at the 
time of the Klondike Gold Rush ana, until his death there of pneumonia, acted as 
the Dawson correspondent of the PORTLAND OREGONIAN. 



·. 

OREGONtcont) 
Porl and{cont) Perhaps it should be mentioned here that FCXlHORH'S Aunt Louiza Watts had wed a 

namesake and grandson of the Jacob Boone who had helped.Daniel lay out Mays_ 
ville, Kentucky, and who is known to historians as the Great Daniel's "faforite 
cousin". But other marriages also linked the Wattses with .AMERICA'S GREATEST 
FRONTIER TRADITION! And - with the Wattses - the BOONE IEGEND would reach one 

or its farthe~t points WEST! For ~hey would help bury the Great Daniel and, 
later, in Oregon, his namesake - or one or theml Just which one will be left 
to genealogists to decidet For a son, no less than a half-dozen grandsons and 
nephews and no one knows how many other connections would proudly bear the 
Great Daniel's first namel Whichever one he was, one of his namesakt!Bwould 
travel WEST with the WATTS WAGON TRAINl But, in a rain-drenched Pacific North­
west, this Watts Family Daniel Boone would catch his death of cold and die 
shortly after arrival. He would be buried in what, in his TRAIL LOG, Big Ben 
Watts called the "Portland City Graveyard - ironicly on Big Ben's birthday, 
his 26th, November J, 1852! 

St. Helens As a BICENTENNIAL project, the Columbia County Historical Society published a 
brief history of OREGON'S WATTS PIONEERS in its 197.5 ANNUAL. 

Salem State Senator Anthony Meeker plans to sponsor a BICENTENNIAL resolution in 
commemoration of FOJHORN WATTS' unique role in American history. In addition 
to what already has been said about FCXiHORN - he himself was a State Senator 
and, earlier, had become one of OREGON'S FOUNDING FATHERS as a delegate to 
the state's CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 

Scappoose On the spot where the WATTS WAGON TRAIN rolled to a stop this Columbia County 
City converted its old WATTS HOUSE into its CITY HALL and MUSEUM~ And won a 
letter or commendation from the National Trust for Historic Preservation! And 
for the benefit of historians .and historical novelists of the future the MUSEUM 
is fast becoming a repository or manuscripts, published stories, pictures, docu­
ments and artifacts pertaining to the COVERED WAGON branch or the family. And 
what an amazing family it wast For from Virginia in two generations it would 
reach Oregon in the WESTl In three - Sonora in the SOUTHt And in four - the 
Yukon in the NORTH: 
One or William Watts• sons, James Washington Watts, pioneering to the end of 
his days in Oregon, would father the first Mayor of Scappoosel Another, Tom 
Watts, would become Columbia County's most colorful pioneer sherifft Still 
another, Henry Clay Watts, would remain in Oregon to become, in Washington 
County, Beaverton's first City Treasureri And how proud William would have been 
had he known that another son accompanying him, FOGHORN (John William) Watts, 
would cast the ONE VOTE which decided the closest presidential election in 
U. s. historyt But William's eldest son, Big Ben, would leave Oregon to pioneer 
in California, Arizona and Sonora!And another, Francis Harrison Tyler Watts, 
following Big Ben south, would build a good part of the Mexican border town of 
Douglast In Sonora, a gr2ndson, Francis Marion Watts, would build WATTS CASTIE? 
.And far to the North in the Yukon, several thousand miles from Virginia, ano­
ther grandson,-Charles William Watts, would cover the KLONDIKE GOIDRUSH for 
the PORTLAND OREGONIANt And - it is interesting to note - that twenty some years 
after this Charles William Watts died or pneumonia in the Klondike his first 
cousin, Francis Marion Watts, would die of a heat stroke in the Arizona desert! 

Sheridan On October 9, 191J, in Sheridan, a granddaughter of William Watts, Marie Ellen 
Watts, would wed a Robert Lee Eskridge who had descended from the Colonel George 
Eskridge whose-portrait hangs in Mount Vernon and who was the foster father of 
George Washington's motheri 
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PENNSYI.VANIA 
Philadelphia 

TEXAS 
Houston 

VIRGINIA 

.. - __ .. __ ....... _, ........... ...; __ ,._.,,_ 

From the Historical Society or Pennsylvania the DESCENDANTS OF WATTS FAMILY 
PIONEERS have received material concerning the state's WATI'SBURG and WATI'S 
TOWNSHIP. 

Information concerning Houston's WATI'S ROAD is epected shortly from the Harris 
County Historical Society. 

Jamestown If you think you have read all there is to read about Jamestown, what do you 
know about Sir John Watts? In 1616, the year Shakespeare passed away at Strat­
ford-on-Avon, Sir John died in London. It is possible that both the Great Bard's 
demise and his own had been hastened by the Puritannical movement which brought 
·-\.roubles to English theatre and, undoubtedly, to the Chief Administrative Of­
ficer of Londonl A merchant and shipowner, Sir John had fitted out privateers 
and, in 1.588, commanded one or his ships against the Spanish Armada. One of 
"Drake's Boys" who managed not to lose his head he would become Alderman, that 
is, Chief Administrative Officer of ll:>ndon, which was really keeping - and 
si ~ _ his hP.ad\ Further, in 1601, he would become the first Governor of the 

Has~ India Company which has been both credited with and accused of laying the 
foundations for the British Empire. But Sir John's services to the crown would 
not end therel And, evidently, he got along as well with King James as he had 
with Queen Elizabeth by whom, in 160J and shortly before her death, he had been 
knighted. A charter member and one or its officers, he was very active in the 
affairs of the Virginia Company which at Jamestown, in 1607, thirteen years 
before the Pilgrims landed, began the English colonization of North Americat 

Lorton In World War II the u. S. s. WATTS(DD-567) won three battle stars on her way 
to Tokyo Bay. The destroyer had been named in honor of a Captain John Watts of 
Virginia, Com:nander of the American private, PLANTER, which in a desperate 
battle, July 10, 1799, defeated a French privateer. From the Navy's ship's 
history, recently received, it has been learned that a Mrs. Judith B. Gardner 
or Lorton, Virginia, a great-granddaughter of Captain Watts, was the new des­
troyer's official sponsor when the ship was commissioned at Seattle, April 29, 
1944. 

Mount Vernon Lincoln in-laws, the CO~RED WAGON WATTSES fondly point out that the eldest 
son or John Watts and Elizabeth Jacoby, Francis Watts, would wed Eleanor Todd 
years before her cousin Mary moved into the White House\ But now comes word 
from Virginia via Mrs. Margaret E. McClain or San Marino, a Watts descendant, 
and also via Susie Watts Allmond of Clements, California, that George Washington 
willed Mount Vernon to his nephew Bushrod Washington, an in-law of the Richard 
Blackburn who had built Mount ~ernon and whose wife was a Mary Watts related to 
Isaac Watts. A niece or this Mary Watts, Jane Watts, was the maternal grandmothe: 
or James Monroe. Thus - through the Wattses - our first and fifth· Presidents 
were relatedl 

Portsmouth This City's oldest residence, WATTS HOUSE, built in 1799 by Colonel Dempsey 
Watts, and used by his son, Captain Samuel Watts, to entertain Henry Clay and 
other historic figures, can be expected to get its share of BICENTENNIAL at­
tention1 

Watts Islands Our NEWSIETTER should not fail to mention Virginia's WATrS ISLANDS - or that 
for over a century perhaps the world's most appropriately named lighthouse 
guided ships in and out of Pocomoke Sound\ But - in 1944- WATTS LIGHTHOUSE 
and LITTIE WATTS ISLAND on which it stood were washed away in a stonni This 
history - along with a bit of hum.or - came room the Postmaster of Onancock 
through whom the Islands formerly received their mail. Now uninhabited, some 
years ago· the larger Watts Island passed into the hands or the WATTS ISLAND 
CORPORATION. . 
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NOTES FROM ABROAD 

A museum in which can be seen many of the original works or Sir George Frederick 
Watts is located not far from London. The publication or his most recent bio­
graphy, "ENGLAND'S MICHELANGEID", signaled the launching of the WATTS GALIERY 
1975 ENDOWMENT APPEAL FUND DRIVE:. Inflation has made it necessary to augment the 
original trust w1 th additional fund·s - and proceeds from the sale of WATTS' bio­
graphy will help. So also will contributions - one way for Wattses to celebrate 
our BICENTENNIAL! The address to which inquiries about the book should be made is 
Mr. Wilfrid Blunt, Curator, WATI'S GALIERY, Compton, North Guildford, Surrey GU) 
IDQ, England. 
From several Watts descendants has come information about Sir Philip Watts. A 
great naval architect, Sir Philip designed shi~s for the British, Scandinavian 
and Dutch navies. But if one views almost any modern warship he is seeing navies 
the way the ideas of Sir Pli.lip shaped them. His modernizing ideas passed to the 
Japanese with the sale and transfer of British naval vessels. The German and 
American navies borrowed directly, and indirectly and copiously from his designs. 
In effect, Sir Philip master-minded the cutover from sail to steam, from wooden 
ships to steel hulls, and is deservedly described in encyclopedias as "The Father 
of Navies••. 

Nacozari promises to become famous for two monumentsl One is a pillar erected in 
memory of "MEXICO'S CASEY JONES1" The other is WAT'l'S CASTIE! About 67 miles south 
of the border town of Douglas, Arizona, IA CUESTA DEL CASTILLO - "THE CASTIE ON 
THE HILL" - was completed by Francis Marion Watts about the turn of the century. 
After a turbulent history during and following the Mexican revolution it passed 
into the hands of Gustavo and Esther Vazques, cousins of Hollywood's Manuel and 
Maria Moreno, a retired Disney animator and his wife who are godparents - it being 
a small world after all - or a Betsy Watts whose father was born in the Castle\ 
Says Burbank's Ben Watts, "It's almost like still having it in the familyl" He 
hopes to visit his birthplace in the near future - with the Morenos1 Three Watts 
descendants already have returned from south of the bordert And still others plan 
BICENTENNIAL pilgrimages! 
WATTS CASTIE - like other American properties in Mexico - would be expropriated 
during the Mexican.Revolution. But during her 1972 visit Sister Clara Watts would 
be told the Wattses would always be welcome in ''THE WATTS HOUSE OF MEXICO!" 
Perhaps it should be explained here that when Mexican President Porfirio Diaz, 
remaining in power from 1876 to 1911, opened the country to foreign capital, 
Americans with money to invest came flocking. They included Senator George Hearst 
and his son, William.Randolph Hearst I and Francis Harrison Tyler Watts and his 
son, Francis Marion Watts. The youhger Hearst and younger Watts were separated in 
age only by months. It is a tradition among the CASTIE WATTSES, strongly supported 
by evidence, that Hearst got his idea for San Simeon. from their own "CASTIE ON THE 
HILL"! Both George Hearst and hi~ son William Randolph Hearst were close friends 
of - and frequently visited - President Porfirio Dia~ who had placed Watts• father­
in-law, General Florencio Ruiz, in charge or the Mexic~n end of the campaign 
against Geronimo. Hearst's largest landholdings in Mexico were in Chihuahua, 
neighboring Sonora where Watts had his land, mining and cattle empire. And Watts 
would build his "LA. CUESTA DEL CASTILLO" in the 1890'.s~ a generation before Hearst 
copied and magnified his idea or a hilltop castle in San Simeont 

The name WATTS appears 27 times on an Auckland memorial listing New Zealanders 
who served in Werld War I. · 



SCOTLAND 
Ory men 

NOTES FROM ABROAD 
(continued) 

But when one follows his recorded f arnily tree to .the end - what then can he do to 
acquire additional insight into his family origins? There arc about 100,000 Watts­
es about equally divided between the United States and British Commonwealth. And 
almost anyone of them will tell you Wattses are "clannish" - but without knowing 
why or that historians and genealogists trace our £am.ily back to CLAN BUCHANAN 
and an island in LOCH LOMOND! Clareinch or "Clar Innis" - the Gaelic version of 
the island's name - became the ancient war-cry of the Buchanans. BUCHANAN CASTLE 
itself stood near the southeast corner of the lake. But ·now, on grounds where 
knights of old once duelled , BUCHANAN CASTIE GOLF CLUB promotes a game the Scots 
invented, some say, so they would have something to do when they stopped fight­
ing the English! But the migrating and marrying Scots found still other things 
to do! And that is why, today, there are English, Irish and Welsh as well as 
Scottish branches of our family! 

But, if our family origins can be traced, in a general way, back through CI.Ju~ 
BUCHANAN'S thousand year history, our name reveals a misty look at our family's 
even earlier prehistoric - and continental - genesist Even today th~ r-tA.CWATTIES • 
an ancient variation of the name - are one of three recognized branches, or 
septs, of CLAN BUCHANAN. And too much should not be made of the variationt Then, 
as now, Wattses were called Wattie ? And MAC is only a prefix meaning son? Put 
MAC and WATTIE together and what do you have - MACWATTIE! 
But WATT or WAT - ~nd before it became MACWATTIE - was a shortened form of WALTER 
which had passed into Celtic from one of the Germanic l anguages . For CLAN and 
family appear to have become a mixture of HIGHLAND SCOT, that is, Celt and an­
cient Briton, and LOWLAND SCOT, that is, Celt, Anglo-S,.xon and Viking. And WALTER 
or ~TER, meaning "brnve w~rrior", obviously is in the same generative group as 
VAIBALLA., literally ''the hall of the brave", a.nd VALKYRIES, the celestial maidens 
who accompanied the souls of VALTHIERS, or 11brave7arriors", to that GREAT HALL 
IN THE SKY! -..... ._._._._._._._._._._._ __________________ UPDATE ~.-.._ __ ._ __ ._ ________ ._._.__ 

THE WATTS FAHILY'S NATIONWIDE CEIEBRATION OF AMERICA'S BICENTENNIAL CONTINUES TO SPREAD -
EVEN OVERFLCJ.n:NG OUR BORDE~S! INVOLVING BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEES AND OTHER ACTIVITIES AND 
INSTITUTIONS IN MANY COMMUNITIES, IT IS SPARKING PILGRIMAGES, PLAYS, PROJECTS, EXHIBITS 
Alm OTHER EVENTS IN CELEBRATION OF OUR COUI:J~~·RY' S 200TH BIRTHDAY: IT IS INSPIRING MUCH RE­
SEARCH! AND THE RECORDING OF MUCH WHICH HAS NOT BEEN RECOlIDEm IT HAS STIMULATED A I<'IJJW OF 
UNPUBLISHED STORIES TO EDITORS: AND A FIJJ'..J OF PUBLISHED STORIES, DOCUMENTS, PICTURES /JiD 
ARTIFACTS TO HISTORICAL SOCIETIES AND MUSEUMS! AND .. IF OTHE1 FAMILIES CA.i"l BE INSPIRED TO 
SALVAGE HISTORY WHICH BELONGS TO US ALL - WELL, THAT WAS THE THOUGHT WHICH, IN THE FIRST 
PLACE, INSPIRED OUR OWN FAMILY'S NATIONWIDE CELEBRATION ! 



St. 
llt'lcns -As a Bicent en nia l 
proj N'I, thC' Columbia C-Ounty 
II 1s t 01w ul Soder y publish<'d u 
l1nl'f 111:.tory of Oregon's Wa tts ---...__ 

l'El.E Blt:\ TIO!'; OF 
,\!\JERICA 'S HIC'E1'TEN1'lAL 

HY l>FSCF.1':01\ NTSOF 
\\ i\'fTh F AJ\tll.Y PIONEERS 

lly LORRl\I NC: Of:R 

1'1onccrs in 1ts l!J75 Annua l. Salem-S tat~ S.:.nator An thonv 
I ~eekcr 1;>lans t.o . SP?nsor a If by ch an ce your na me 

McM1nnv illt: , Oregon-In the Bicentennial resnl,uti~n m prai~e -happens lo be WATTS ... 
Ya mh i ll Count y Seat i t is ~e~hom ~~tt suruquerolem you nodoubtwillbe mteres te<i 
pla n1wd to characte rize F oghorn ncan !Story. l o know that WATTS descenctents7 
Wat ts 111 a Biccntenn:a l play a nd, . . And in arc . playing a great part in 
further. to display his blown-up ~app.oose-This City converted a helping America celebrate its 
portrait in a public building. hi.stone old Watts Ho~se into its Bicentennial! ~- . 

C1 iy Hall and Museum! Mm-
San F rancisco-In 

11~76. 111 a n Electoral College vole 
of 1n:i to l r.4 <Ha ves vs. Ti lden ) 
F<JL;l!Cl ll~ \\ AT-.rs celebra ted 
America's Cc>nlennial by cas ting 
the 0:-.IE H>TE which decided 
llw closest Presidential elec tion 
111 U.S h istory! And just in tim e 
1 o rc•lcbratc· the Bicentcnnial­
l'OG 110 H.N ·s "la;t" diary has 
IJ(•c•n locatc>d in the California 
I lis lonc a l Soc ie1y 's Library ! 

San l\'1a rino-California 's famed 
Hunting ton Library has received 
a Bicentenni a l gift of a WAT TS 
HYMNAL. 

A suggestion that a movie be 
based on the· life of General 
Stephen Watts Kearny has been 
~ed by .the Los Angeles City 
Bicentennial Committee to a 
resource lis t made avai lable to 
those interested in producing 
J?icentennial films. 

neapol is , r.Jinn .-The l\linneapolis 
magazi ne, Mexican World, plans 
lo publis h the s tory of the Watts' 
Ward Mudo-Slave of Gcronimo­
thc Indian wonder man who lived 
13-1 years-many of them as a 
ward of the Castle Wat tses. 

Bowling Green, Missouri­
Bicentennial will be celebra ted 
in part with a play revolv ing 
around Foghorn Watts. 

) 
;::::, 

N. Y .-A reporter who sparked 
Mooers' cele bration of the 
Bicen tennial with stories about 
its old Wat ts House was herself 
named lo the Town's Bicen- / 
tennia l Committee! ( 

Pla tt s-
burgh. N. Y .-The Clinton County 

Historical Society published the 
story of Buck Daker, a legendary 
border st rong man, whom many 
llol low Tree Wattses clai m as a 
maternal grandfather. 

La; 
Angeles-Los Angeles readers 
have helped spark the Watts 
Fa m i ly' s cel ebrat ion 0 f the 
Bicentennial both locally and 
natio:-i- wide by circula ti ng 
copies of THE TOLUCAN' S 
"WHAT'S UP , WATTS!"-a bit of 
family history and rumor! 

I 

An othe r Los Angeles 
publicat ion. Las Californias. wi ll 
JHJh!J"h a pict1m• of Wat ts Castle . 

Bur­
bank-Ben Watts Trail Log, a 
tale of the Forty-Niners was 
discovered in Burbank i~ the 
possession of an heir and 
namesake of its autoor. 

Watts, 
Okla .-Deccndl:lllts of Watts 
Family P ionec>rs have received 
from I he Adair County Cherokee 
His torical, Society a history of 
the little-Oklahoma town named 
after a J ohn Watts, the half 
Indian and half E nglish Ch ief of 
the Chickamauga Cherokees. 

Pans. Kcntucky­
Linked in his tory with both 
Or egon's Watts House a nd 
Mexico's Wat ts Castle, the old 
Wa tts- J acoby Log House 
pa r ticipates in the Annual Tour 
of Old Kentucky I Jomes. 

' Beverly Hills, 
Buena Pa r k l\lews will 1J.Jblish 
B<>n \\' at t s Trai l Log. 

Ca liforni a-Picture window In 
exhibit r eporting events in-------..JLDougl<:s, Arizona , the r ecovery 
WATTS FAMILY'S nation-wide by Arizona's DOUGLAS DAILY 
celebrat ion of America's DISPATCH of the lost history of 
Bicentennial has been endorsed WATTS CASTLE is sparking 
by the Los A~eles County Bicentennia l Pilgrimages south 
Bicentennial Commission as an of the border. f Finally, the 
:> fi cia l proj ect. Ci ty has purchased as a cultural \ 

fac il it y the famous Watts 
Towers, built by Simon Rodia, 
but by chance of location as 

WA'ITS FAMILY'S BICENTENNIAL MAP 
Van Watts Studio 
10707 Moorpark 
N Hollywood 
California 916o2 

rnuch a monument to the Julia A. 

Watts who in the last century ""'be 1Rottb ~ountrnman 
cn me into possession of the part '1W ~ ~ z;. 
of the big El Rancho Tajuata 
now known as Los Angeles' 
Wat ts Section. 

Rouses Point, NY 

Gainesville, Florida­
In lfl76, a New York publisher 
fill ed it wi t h momentoes of the 
limes and turned America's 
Centennial Safe over to 
Congre86-but kept the key to its 
inner compartment! Now, who 
should tum up in Washington 
with the key, but a Thom as L. 
Wat ts of Ga inesvi lie, Florida, 
who had inherited th e key from a 
great aunt to whom, in turn , it 
had been beoueat hed by the 
publisher ! \ 

\. And that 
folks ... is Watl.3-'W al l around our 
Nation ~ V 



THE LIBRARY OP CONGRESS 
WASlilNGTON, 0. C. 20540 

PROCESSING DEPARTMENT 

ExcHANGI! AND G1PT D1v1sroN 

Mr. Va n Watts 
10707 !-:o·.:>rpar:: 
N . Hollyw•.:>o:-1 
Californi a 91602 

Dear Mr . Van Watts :. 

Refer to : AG 
Decemb~r 13, 197h 

It is ury pleasure to acknowledge , with many 

thanks, r eceipt of the material mentioned below . We 

deeply appreci ate your kindness in sending this material 

to the Library of Congress. 

Sincerely yours , 

-"}.. -cl4 
- ---- ~ l: .. -~_. 

The material received: 

Nathan R. Einhorn 
Chief 
Exchange and Gift; Division 

Watts Castle . Douglas Dail~r Dis·patch V 20, 1971 . 
c:.zu I .... -·- · 

~;: • J':A ... .i .. )' ... • :1 •'•'I.' • '• .... • • . .• "' ......... ... ., .. ; .. 
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WATTS Family 

OCCGS REFERENCE ONLY 

MEXICO'S WATTS CASTLE 
Nacozan, Sonora 

Built as a hill fortress with mountains behind and 
streams on either side of it 

iJUt.S NU I l,; t<l,;ULA f £ 



NO CHARGE IF YOU CAN USE THIS STORY 
Manuel and Maria Moreno are now O~ange county residents 

- either in Santa Ana or Anaheim. I'm not sure which. 
Ben Watts, whole related this story, has a dauchter, 

Betsy Watts Garnier in La'1lna Beach and a brother, Frank 
Wat ts, Swner of 1''ullerton' s WATTS WESTERN. He had other 
relatives in La~una Hills and San Juan Capistrano. And 
this did not include all. Fullerton's Frank Watts could 
tell you more about the numerous Orange Cou ty "CASTLE 
WATTSES". - ·7/ ?t/J"/-t-l ~ 

' Van Watts Studio 

N Hollywood CA91602 





WATTS Family Q( 
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"e•. and 1812 
... ra Jeotion 

.& 'SP I ffi!: : 

PRuliae llOl<innoy 
lalrf!L( -.plll't'll911ts, l/ 411 

2100 ;1as 11 11ohu11oth .uouue 
Washl ngtou, :i. ll. 

'Jcar .l.! 11J um1 

lebru&rl 10, 1930. 

I adiiso you tro111 th• paper1 ln the RnoluUollllr;r war pea­
alon al&1m, .Ii. 11211, 1 t appeara that Garrot i'/4t\1 waa boru J..w­
ury 6, l76u in <.lurollu.e 1.louut;', Vlr~lnl~, •ml wheu t.wln ;'Oar• of 
t11>8 1noved Lo l' c,rth Ur.ro linM. 

'.:hllo r o s ldl llff lo !3LU'ry Count;1, 11orth CllU"olina, he enlisted 
l n Ootobor 1779, sarvod t hroo nionth• ua a p.t'ivato l u IJ :Lp talin :! lnor 
;jml th'• 1!0!:'.lnany, c.lo looo l :;mi th' a !?og illll:lt of Oavalr-J ~1th the Horth 
<.larolin11 ·~roops , 1w i :narcli.o•l t o !iAle:n, thouou t o ' . .'ilraiagton aJld i1ad 
1rn engwt,er::ant v.•l th t ".a :' 'lrios near WaooaJCaw Lak-e. 

~~nne r osldlug l o Caswell rJounty, llnrth Uar<>ltna, he onUat­
••i in 1700 a wi sorvo~ t i :roo r.ioutha iu .o r>r1vato 111 Ui.ptain t'«J.Om ' 11 
tl omr·arv !1 or t h ,:w-o ll1u. .. 1111.111, :.ii.i WMa ln t l io b !>tt.le ot Gatc.11' 
'1o it111t ut 011.'aJon. !it! lator aervecl t ill'ue .1ox.tha 111 Uttpta in ouom• a 
Oor.1p~i,J t.!oloael :Jooro' s ~ orth ~arollna Regiment, waa 111 the btittle 
of Gu llforJ. '!ourt r!ouse and battle ot Curnden. 

Aft.or t.ilo Revolu tion he r.iovod to Joftorso11 'louot.;t, Georg i a , 
t h&u to ·='oudleto:1 , J outh Carolina, thou to !3loclaou 'louaty, ':'omioeeoo 
and t ha11 to Porr; CJount:,r , ,. labama. 

l!e ·.i.aa ullowo11 r.o:ialor: on hla ap11l1oat1on t140011\ftu June b, 
1834, lit which tir.)8 hO wu u roaldant of !1err:; il ounty, Ali.LW':l&. 

Pe dleJ ?otruary o, 1838 ln liild !lerr,y" t:ouuty. 

"'ha 11 ololt or ::ai.rrloJ ,Tuly lb, 1787 lu ..lnaou '~:>u.nt;,·, llorth 
Oaroll'na, ,\r .nu :Juli'. 

!1 



In lB~l •he waa agud •l&h'J-fOW" )'8W'I lilMl l'Hid.td in 
Olbaon !Jaunty, Tonneuee. 

Very tnaly ;raur1, 

'-:,rt;tr, D. Ollt1ROH 
0<7.m!1H1 OMI' • 
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WATTS CASTLE 

WATTS CASTLE-Franc is l\larion Watts 
called the place on whi ch had b uilt his cas tl l' 
'The Enchanted Hill,' a na m e his fri end. 

\~' 11li am Ha ndolph Hears t , would give to the 
hill wluch he la te r bui lt San Simeon Castle -
·La Cuest a l:: m:a nt:ida · 

Author rela tes story of Watts 
d escendants 

WATTS CASTLE· 

By Van Watts 
(Jn Me:.:lco, the Cas tle Is 

now owned by the Vazquez, 
cousins of Manu('J Moreno, 
once a Disn ey an im ator, und 
his wile Maria Teresa , 
former resl<lents of Toluca 
Lake. The Moreoos arc 
godparents of Be ts'y Watts 
Garnier oC Lag. :1a Beach , a 
daughter of Burbank's Ben 
Watts) 

There is a tr ad.ition in the 
Covered Wagon Branch of 
the Watts Family t hat 
Hea rst's idea came Crom 
Fra ncis Marion Watt s' 
"Castle on The Hilll" - La 
Cuesta Del Cas tillo. 

This is jus t one of the 
fascinating stories a Sa n 
Fernando Valley residen t 
who was born in the castle 
can. tell you. The he ir a nd 
namesake or the aut ho r or 
Ben Watts ' Trai l Log , this 
modern llen Wa tts 1s the 
source or still other in­
triguing ta les abou t the Wes t 
and Mexico. 

Made someth in g of a 
celebrity by the publica tion 
of his great uncle's Tra il 
Log; at 70 Ben is a bit 
overwhelmed to find him self 
b e in g interviewed by 
editors, r.eporters <ind 
columinsts. And, recentl y, 
he was invited to join the 
Burbank His torica l Sodety. 
A r eti r ed r e ta il s tore 
manager, a yea r ago he los t 
his wife, Helen, who until her 
death had been secreta r y to 
St. J oseph 's Hos pital Chir f of 
Sta ff . He len wus a ha lf -sis ter 
of Mrs. Fran ces Pend a n·is, 
widow of a pionee ring 
Burban k ba nk er . 

In 1927 Be n brough t his 
own widowed m other a nd 
four of his brothers and 
s ister s to Los Angeles from 
Ari zun:1 , Five yea rs ea rl ier 
)lis fathe r ha d died of a hea l 
st roke in the Arizona desert. 

··Ta ke ca re of you r mother 
and the chi ldre n," were his 
las t words lo Uen 

" And tha t 's v.hal I did!" 
says Den - as if he were 
simp ly ca rr yin g out in· 
s truc lions ~ 

But from other members 
of the family it appea rs tha t 
fo r an IB·yea r-old lad sad­
dled with such a larg e 
responsil.Jility he did ex­
tremely well , helping his 
m other lo r a ise and educa te 
his brothe rs and sis ters all of 
whom s peak Spanish and a re 
as pro ud of their Spanish as 
they are or their Anglo 
hernage <A nice note to 
strike fo r the Bicentennial ! J 

But California and Los 
Angeles were no s trangers to 
the Wattses. Indeed, those 
who had gone to Arizona and 
Mexico had branched out 
from Orego11 and California~ 
tsaa~ L a r.kersh lm , "'Wh"r:5 
figured so pr om mently in the 
his tory of lhe San Fernando 
Va lley, ha d tri ed to persuade 
Ber:i 's fa lher , a good friend, 
t~ invest here. The family 
did va c ation , at l im es , 
among Southern California 
relatives and during a 
period, about 19 14 , to 1916, 
when their father h;, d come 
here seeking medical he lp 
for thei r moth er. the older 
Wa lts children had attended 
Los Angeles schools. 



It s hould be mentioned 
a lso tha t when Ben per­
manently re located the rest 
of the family in California 
his younges t brother was 
already here, studying for 
the priesthood at the Old 
Mission in Santa Barbara. 
Today, Father Marion 
Watts, O.F.M., who once 
taughtEnglis hlo Franciscans 
in Mexico, is at St. Simon 
and Jude Church in Hun­
tinglcn Beach . 

And - in 1927 a s is ter, 
Bertita, already had chosen 
to become a nun . She is now 
Sister Clara a t Los Angeles' 
St. J oseph 's Convent. The 
creator of some ver y in­
~resting even 
remarkable - - paintings and 
charcoa l drawings, her 
mult ifold ac tivities have 
earned her the nickname 
"The Flying Nun". A nun 
who grew up in a caslle -
when in 197 l she rev isted La 
Cuesta Del Castillo it wou ld 
be joked around St. J oseph's, 
"We know how s he got 
there!'' 

Of her brothers and sisters 
those born in "The Castle on 
The Hill" include Burbank's 
Ben Wa tts, Elizabeth Watts 
Eva ns of San Ju a n 
Ca pistrano and Francis 
Marion (Frankl Watts Jr ., 
owner of Fullerton's Walls 
Western. The two youngest 
members of the family , 
Lupita Carmen Watts, now 
of Phoenix, and James 
Robert who would become 
Father Marion, would be 
born in Douglas, where their 
paterna l grandfather , a 
youn ger b rother of the 
au thor of the. Trail Log , built 
a numbe r of business 
buildings and residences still 
in use. 
'~ -Bertita a nd an older s ister , 
Mary Ann, had been born in 
Sonora in the hacienda of 
their maternal grandfather, 
Genra l Florencio Ru iz, 
descri be d in Arizona's 
Douglas Daily Dispatch as 
the ''famo us Mexican 
military leader a nd Indian 
fighter whose troops 
cooperated with those of the 
United States in many an 
expedHion against 
Geronimo." 
. ·sister Mary Cla ra CBer­
tita l and Burbank's Ben 
Watts can recall s itting on 
their grandfather's knee a nd 
like to tell how their fath er , 
Francis Marion Watts came 
to marry the fam ous 
Ge ne r a l' s d a ught er. This 
Francis, or F rank, Wa tts 
owned the Sonora Land and 
Minin g Co. He was a lso part 
owner of the big Wheeler 
La nd Co. of which he was 
\'ice-President and manager 

and which l'Ontrolled 
millions or l\lc:1. 11 .111 acres. 
On une occas ion . when he 
and his cowboys lwd been 
b<'Sl'igcd b y· Indians. 
Gent'ral lluiz 's t roops had 
come to their rescue. \\'a tts 
admir ed th e GenPral 's 
per sona l bravery a nd 
honored him with a feas t. 
They became c lose friends 
and . not s urprisingly, \\'alls 
would eventua lly m a rry the 
m ost beautifu l o r the 
Gener a l's daughters 111 1890 . 

But not till 1902 would 
Watts Cas tle be completed . 

Built as a hill fortress with 
mountains behind and 
streams on either side of it. 1l 
was mtcnded to be easily 
defended agai nst Indians 
and roving banditos. Uuring 
the many years that went 
into its building, !Is s tone 
being quarried ou t or a 
nea rby mount<Jms ide. Watts 
and Guadalupe would live in 
lhe General's own spacious 
ha cienda . 

There, l r ag icl y. four 
children born to them wou Id 
die in an epidemic wluch 
reached lhe hac ienda from a 
nearby villa ge . Only l\lary 
Ann a nd 13 e rtita would 
sur vive to l ive with them in 
"The Cast le on The Hi ll " 
where three more ch ildren 
would be born . 

VAN w~ns 
Hollywood 

1n 1958,. a t age 8!1, their 
moth e r , G uada lupe R uiz 
Walts , pa ssed away at her 
home at 120 Suu1h Keystone 
Street in Bu rbar.1- - only a 
few blocks from the Dis ney 
Studios which have filmed 
many a s tory less fancifu l 
than s he had lived . 1\ woman 
whose gi rli sh beauty had 
ins pi red a cas t le and who yet 
had the lur ti tude to ju1n in 
defending it with rifl e in 
hand agains t Indians a nd 
bandits , 0J1l y her proud 

fami ly knew that she was 
both Lhc daughter of a 
famou s l\lexican general and 
the descendent of an old 
Spanish land grant family or 
Cali fornia . At one time -
before they had sold thei r 
vas t holdings at a loss and 
re -invested .what they had 
salvaged of their fortunes in 
Sonora - her relatives had 
owned big chunks of Los 
Ang e les, V.entu r a, Santa 
Ba rba ra a nd Sa n Diego 
Counties. 

That was in the days 
before Fremont and Kearny. 

Cu r iously, · if Guada lupe 
Ruiz would marry a Watts, 
the moth er of General 
Steph e n Kea rn e y was a 
Watts! And Watts was. in 
fact . his middle name! 

But - back to the castle! 
Or - atleast to the m ain line 
or our story - on Oct. 15, 
1890, in the Catholic Church 
in Nogales, Son. Mex ., jus t 
across the line fro m 
Nogales, Ariz. , Guadalupe 
Ruiz wou ld m a rry Francis 
Marion Walls! Land tycoon, 
he was a lso an inves tor in 
mining in both Sonora and 
Ar izo na and a history of the 
Southw est d esc ribing a 
Midwest mee ting of Eastern 
buyers with ca ttlemen from 
Texas and Sonor a would 
refer lo Watts a s "the 
bigges t ca ttleman among 
them". 

The Watts Saga in Arizona 
and l\lexico appears to have 
begun with the a ppearance 
on the scene in the mid-l870's 
of this Francis Marion 

" THE CASTI.E WATTSES" 
AHE OFFSHOOTS OF THE 
COVERED WAGON W.\ TTSES 
WHO IN 1852 SETTLED ON 
THE SCAPPOOSE PLAIN IN 
COLUMBIA COUNTY,OREGON . 
A SMALL TOWN '.</OULD 
SPROUT ON THE PLAI~ . A 
G'.~;\NDSON OF WILLIAM 
'-IJA T rs - \ftlO ";JAS ALSO A 
COUSIN OF THE dUILDER 
OF WATTS CASTLE - i-.OULD 
BECOME I TS FIRST MAYOR. 
NOi.J AS PART OF I TS CELE­
I3RATION OF AMERICA' S BI­
CEN'l'ENN IAL THE TOWN HAS 
BOUGHT THE HISTORIC OLD 
WA'ITS HOUSE FOct ITS CITY 

HALL AND MUSEUM! 



Watts' Uncle l3en . An in-law 
of Boone and Lincoln , this 
Judge Be!1 Watts was among 
othe r things an engineer , 
mvenlor and manufacturer 
He was lhe author of a Trail 
Log . whic h curre ntly is 
helping to spark America's 
Bicen~enni.al from Virginia 
lo Cahforma . This Uncle Ben 
had gone West with the 
Forty-Niners and la t e r 
helped the fa mily ge t 
established in Oregon where 
he had been a We lls Fargo 
man and judge and built a 
salt plant. In his' later years 
~e wou!d continue to pioneer 
10 Arizona, Mexico and 
California - evidently a 
~abulous and inspiring figure 
in the eyes of the Covered 
Wagon Wattses for 
wherever he went other 
members of th e family 
seemed s ure to follow! 

ln 1877, Ben 's you nger 
brother, Francis Harriso n 
Tyler Watts, following the 
pioneering judge into 
Arizona and Sonora, built 
Arizona's first flour mill a t 
Prescott and then moved 
south to help build lhe town 
of Douglas and do some 
pioneering of his own in 
Sonora. The S tate's 
Historical Society has 
records of still either con­
tributions he mad e to 
Arizona history. 

With s uch antece dents -
his son , Francis Marion 
Watts, land tycoon . investor . 
ca,tUeman and builde r of La 
Cuesta Del Castillo becomes 
pln us iblc:: ! After all - hr ha d 
to do something - while his 
Uncle Ben was manufac­
turing Watts Baling Chariots 
a nd: his fatltt!r was h e lping to 
build a tow n! And ob­
viously , this Francis Marion 
Watts was the kind of guy 
peopJ·; like General Leonard 
Wood, Senator Carl Hayden 
and the publis her, William 
Ranc!loph Hears t , could not 
afford not to know - if they 
w.is~ed to accomplish their 
objec tives in that pa rt of the 
w;0rld! 

More than likely Hear st's 
Mexican inves tments wou ld 
have brought him into 
e<>ntacl wilh Watts' em pire. 

.in a ny case - it would have 
been even difficult to avo id. 
But Geronimo 'i, Apache 
bands, r a iding ou t of the 
Sierra Madre l\l ount ains 
poised s imilar th reats to 
Wat ts ' So nora lands a nd 
Hear s t ' holdings in the 
n eighboring Slate of 
Chihuahua . And - a still 
grea ter problem would link 
the interests of Wall~ a nd 
Hears t in Mexico. 

. Jn 1909, seeking military 
help, Watts wa s in 
Washington advis ing the 
gove rnm ent about the 
po litical unrest which would 
s hortly lead to the Mexican 
Revolution. But events were 
moving fast - so fa.st tha t 
before he could return to 
Sonora Guadalupe had to 
flee with the children - thei r 
escape across th e border into 
Arizona engineered by 
friends and Wa tts Ranch 
cowboys . 

Thoug h Watts had in ­
vestments in Arizona , in 
Mexico the famil y would lose 
a ll to the Revolution - in­
cluding the ir be loveri La 
Cues ta del Castillo . 

P lundereci by 
revolutionaries, banditos 
also would have their day in 
'"The Castle on the Hill". 
Then for yea r s it served as 
an orphanage with a 
Catholic priest in charge. 
Aboµt 70 miles souU1 or 
Douglas, and about IO miles 
north of Nacozari in Sonora 
it would eventually pass into 
the hands of the Vazquez, 
cousins of Manuel Moreno 
(once a Disney animator) 
and ~1is wife, Maria Teresa. 
whot in turn, a re god-pa rents 
of Uetsy Walls Garnier of 
Laguna Beach, a d aughte r of 
Burbank 's Ben Watts. "It's 
a lmos t like st ill having it in 
th e family!" says Ben, who 
was born there! And - talks 
wistfli11Y!J boil t 'rev Is l ti ill( h15 
ltir?bplace ! 

During he r visi t in 1971 
Sister Mar y Clara would be 
told the Wa tlses would 
always be welcome in " The 
Watts House of Mexico!" 

' ' -- ) 

~f it . Arizona's Douglas 
Daily Dispa tch , in its June 
18, 1938 issue, wo•Jld say. 
"I.a Cues ta, with its grea t 
white walled hous e and 
corrn ls. is s till a well-known 
landm a rk in the Nacozari 
district.'' 

Jt is like ly to become even 
better known! For it is near 
both a railroad and an im­
pro yed hi ghway enticing 
tourists south! 

Those whom its builder 
entertained there included 
pr.Dminent Mexican s 
Englis hmen and Americans: 
An.d among others who 
enJoye~ its. hospitality was 
W!!lts friend, Willi a m 
Rando lph Hea rst. O ne 
cannot sec "The Cas tle on 
the- Hill" - or even a good 
pie.tu.re. of it - without the 
conv1cllon that it was the 
inspiration for Hearst ' own 
!1illlop castle. But any doubt 
is removed when one learns 
that -

Watts, fluent in both 
Spanish and English, called 
the (>lace on which he had 
built ' his cas tle - a place 
Englis h was never spoken 
unless English-s peaking 
gu~sts were present - "The 
Enchanted Hill"! 

No mere chance - it was 
that name his friend, years 
later, would give to the hill 
on which he built San Simeon 
Castle - " La Cues ta E n­
cantada" ! 

A fa scina ting tale - told 
by the hei r and na m esake of 
th e author of Ben Walls' 
Trail Log - with a little he lp 
from a nun wflo once lived in 
a castl e! 
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· ··· ·i'h··· ·-···-······· · · · ·· ·· ······· 1)· · · · -~-- - · · · : ·· born ...... .................. dicd .... 1._ . . . . . .. . ... . . .:z;;J and his ( ) wife 1 
. . !..:"L.f.<:;1..~.u.H.L.~.L~ .. ak ... ~~-/J Cli~-- .... 1 

;{- fhe sato/'~-~~ .. .-:: .. ~-~-- -~'?.
1

.r. .. L~. v.-.. -~he.~--- of • 

... ;}(.~ .. CkJ ... A.L.._ born ... .... ... .. ....... .... . died .. ........... .... ....... and his ( ) wife 1 

...................................... ..... _ ............... born ...................... .. died .. .......... .... ..... .. . married.................. 8 
8. The said .................. ...... .... ... .. ............... ....... .... ... ......... .... ........ ... ..... ..... was the .............. of 

.......................................................... born ........................ died ....... ..... ............ and his ( ) wife 

................... h·• '" r ci it <l ma rr itd ....... ........ . 

9. The said ...................... ..................... ................. ....... ............................ . was the .............. of ... . 
.................................... ..... ..... ..... .... ... born ..... ................ ... died .. ...................... and his ( ) wife 

.................................... .......... .. ..... .... . born .............. .......... died ........... ... .......... married ................. . 

10. T he said .................. .................... ....................... ...... .......... .... ............... was the .............. of 

.......................................................... born.}···/ ············ died ...................... .. and his ( ) wife 

··············································a ·;::.J he r¥. .......... ......... died ........................ married ..... ·-·········· 
And he, the said ...... &"--~-ld!:~ ............................................. f .. / ........ . 

ia the ancestor who assisted in establi&hing American Independence, while aStfi;ig in the 

capacity of .... {/4:. .. ~---~-~---~~- -~- -~..d ... (2~::!:_7 ____ _ 
•Wife in every instance iri this paper means lci;al and lawful wife. 

· Datt of m~ rriage mny be 5Ub5tituted for dnteti of birth and death where such datt provet 
' t.be soldier to have been livi ng during the Revolution and of a suitab le age for aervicc. 

Resolution adopted by the Twenry-fourth Continental Congre1• : 
Dc.ccodanta of polyi&mo111 marriaie arc not acceptable aa members of tb.ia Society. 



. ' 
Any woman not less than eighteen years of age, who is descended from a man or woman 

who gave unfailing loyal service to the cause of American Independence as a recognized 
patriot, soldier, sailor, or civil officer, in one of the several Colonies or States, or of the 
United Colonies or States, is eligible to membership in the National Society, Daugbten 
of the American Revolution; provided she is personally acceprable. 

Official proof of service must be furnished with the application; also references to 
authorities quoted, to show line of descent. Where referen ce is made to unpublisluJ or 
inaccessible records, the applicant must file duplicate certified copies of same. Statement! 
based u pan tradition alone cannot be considered. 

. ' ,. 
, ) 

ANCESTOR'S SERVICES 

My ancestor's services in assisting in the establishment of American Independence 
during the War of the Revolution were as follows: 

I 
I 
.I 



. ., ... . " .. 

' 
Give below references, by volume and page, to he documentary or other authorities 

I /J-ro! (p _ i!j a-~ / .3 6 I 

rz~~ r- 17r~,'. . 
~ # .. >-h_ ,' _'7.u.... /cut.... - ,11~ Jar~ J /.f. 7- 17 M - I 

Gtve, if possible, the ronowrng d.tfa:. My Revolutionary ancestor wa1 m·arried 

;~; :: ~L:~~~~ . :: :::: .... : .... :: .. ····:: . ::.=~~:~: ;~~r. 
(3) to ................................ .......... ... .. ............ ......... at ....... ................................................. .. ...... 

1
1 ....... . 

CHILDREN 

Na mes Dates of Birth 

-~fL/z, ffJ ,~/l!.o/..Zf,t ~klfkHf<LL/,bf>/ 
.JJJ. .. .. · .~@.:~ g;:eM/..Z..f.~! ..... 6.7~ 

To TFhom Married 

.S.~. _;f~c4fj . . 1.-'f../. ... /2,EZ... . .................................. ...... --~-

.. . . ... _-ki;;,_Jt:~ ....... ~ .. <:.<:- I JL/ .22 .J..!.......... #.aa~.-::. . . . ..... . ................. . .... ~~.lr~ .'!t:_J i';..!.Z;?,2. . .. !.!3/J-:f&d...CrJ. '! .. .. 7-~ ~ 

.... f?~.Y.~·-· · · ·······/;J'4;./.2._f.£~· ······~-.J.~·-·· 
$.fU'l,4w..<f..#.:.~ Ju~ 2.j,../.S::U. . . /J.d.. "d._,/("/.P_ 
.k/w..if~rL..lrd. ... ~ .!::.ef..~_/f..~ ....... ( 6~---~-l!t.~ ..... . 
f.&.~.£.11/£ ... ~;:71 lf?.L.IYr!../....... . ....................... £~······ · I ~ 
.. <£~_11:.t!.lk. ....... ?P...~~-~ ..... /YI:/....... ······-············· .............. Jr~---······ · ~ 

! 

:::4;;.::;:~::::::::::::::::::::~:~::~:::::::::::::~::::: : : ::· 
································ ·········································· I 

· ·- ··~· · · ···-· · ··--·- ········· .. 
. .... ......... ... ...... .. ......... ....... ...... .. ..... . 

.......................................... ........................ "'.............................. .. ...... .. ............ ................... . 

:::l::~~::::h::rs:ys
0

:h::::::~:.~=~:~~:···~~---······ ...... . 
(name of ancestor from whom eligibility fs derived), is the ancestor mentioned in the fore-
going application, and that the statements herein before set forth are tr1J? •to the best of her 

~owledge ~~~;~t~:~ of Applicant) .. ,t.~ .... .4 ... -.... ............ 1 -~---··· 

. . J 

...... ... .... 

I 
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December 27, 1 982 

Mike Watt 

Anaheim, CA 92802 

Dear Mike, 

I don' t know if the information attached i s going to be of help or not. 
'\ 

We know that Augus t Dahlberg was worn in Sweden . I unders tand i\unt Alice has obtained 
a copy of his death certificate and will be sending that to you. The month and date 
of his birt h are general ly agreed to be correct but the year is questionable as I have 
indicated. When he came to America is unknown. I ' ve asked various family members 
about Grandpa Dah l berg but there jus t isn ' t any information to pass a long . All of the 
information there is would have to come from Melvin or Alice since they are the only 
surviving children of August and Matilda Dahlberg. 

lfo know more about the Olson (maternal side) of the family since they have passed on 
s tories and background through the years. 

Lars and Ragnild Olson were weavers in Norway . Ragnild changed her name when she 
arrived in America (from Rancel l) and her three daughters also changed their names. 
I have shown the original name in parenthesis so you can follow the story if you 
receive information from other sources . 

Lars and Ragni l d immigrated from Norway during the 1890s . They l anded in New York 
and continued on to St . Peter, Minnesota . TI1eir oldest s on, Ole,crune to ~nerica 
first and began sending for the rest of t he family as he had the money . His brothers 
came one at a time, steerage class, and joined him in St. Peter. His mother and 
fat her and two sisters made the trip together and were the last of the family to 
come to America. It was a month long voyage and ~latilda (Grandr.ta Dahlberg) and Bessie 
both contracted a skin disease which caused total baldness on Grandma and almost total 
baldness on Bessie. Grandma a lways wore a wig and I never knew she was bald until she 
was hospitalized just before her death. 

The family homsteaded in St. Peter on a farm -- a very lovely home which is still 
there and where I spent a couple of swmners when I was quite young. I remember 
Grandpa, Granda, Tom and Bessie. The others had died before I was of an age to 
know and/or remember them . 

Bessie never married. She remained on the farm her entire life. She seemed cont ent 
to stay and care for her bachelor brothers . It was a lonely life toward the end and 
I remember her telling Ward and me "Well, I ' ve buried all my family, outlived them 
all, and I'm getting tired" . However, she was sti ll the matriarch of the family and 
you had to remember to bring a six- pack when you went to see her or you had to go 
back to to~n to get one . 

August and ~latilda (Grandpa and Grandma Dahlberg) moved to South Minneapolis when they 
married . All of their children were born at home . The house .is sti ll there and the 
neighborhood hasn't changed that much. I have very vivid, lovely memories of that 
house and the times we had there. 
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Kenneth and ·seatrice stayed in South Minneapolis after their marriage; Leonard and 
Esther moved to North Minneapolis (Cam~en) area; Alice and George also moved to 
North Minneapolis in the Theodore Wort~ Park area; ~lvin and Fern moved to Califor­
nia; and Stanley and Vivian stayed at the home place to be with Grandma after they 
were married. 

Your mom and uncles and aunts, with the possible exception of Marilyn, should remem­
ber the house -- they lived there.. ,until Grandma's death in 1952 when Stanley and 
Vivian moved to California to be with Vivian's family who had moved there earlier. 

It's very strange to write about my family using only first names -- to me they're 
Grandma and Grandpa, Aunt Alice and Atmt Viv, Uncle Mel, Uncle Stan -- grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, cousins -- family. 

There isn't much to write about those who are in my generation. You can get this 
infonnation first-hand from your aunts ~d uncles·. 

Jim lives in Simi Valley and I've only ~een him and his wife once -- at Dave and 
Gladys' wedding. 

I see Jeanette three or four times a year -- since we both work it's not easy to 
find a convenient time for ooth of us. Jeanette graduated from St. Olaf College, 
Northfield, Minnesota as did her husband, Jon. Their oldest son, David, is attending 
the University of Minnesota; Stephen is attending St. Olaf (fourth generation Rondest­
vedt on campus at St. Olaf); Paul and Ann are at home. They live in a suburb of 
Minneapolis, have a lovely home, and a lovely family. 

Tom is at home. He went to a music college in Colorado for two years and is an 
accomplished organist. He had a pipe organ custom built and installed upstairs in 
the house which is· absolutely fantastic. 

Unfortunately, I don't see Carol or Arlene that much -- showers, weddings and funerals. 
They both have families and live a distance from us. Also, they are both just that ~ 
much younger than me so we never really moved in the same circles during our younger 
years. 

And then there's me and my sister, Judy. Your mom or Dave and Gladys should be able 
to fill you in on us. We've been to California several times for visits and Judy 
spent two years in California after attending the University of Minnesota. 

I know you didn't ask for a novel Mien you wrote, but it's easier for me to see where 
everyone fits in the family this· way. There's five generations that I know. The 
sixth generation is yet to be added as you and your generation begin your families or 
as you are able to go further back into your ascestry. 

Greet your mom and everyone else from Ward and me -- I hope this makes some sense 
to you. 

Bev Woodwick 
3195 Kent Street S.W. 
Prior Lake, MN 55372 
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Kenneth Dahlberg 

Born: Mpls. 
1-20-1907 

Died: Mpls. 
11-01-1970 

Beverly Woodwick ;­
Born: Mpls. 

03-14-1936 

Judith Kay Bangerter 
Born: Mpls. 

02-11-1940 

Lars Olson -- Ragnild Olson 

Immigrated from Norway sometime during the 1890s. They landed in 
New York and continued on to St. Peter, Minnesota where they home­
steaded land and fanned. 

Matilda Olson -- August Dahlberg 
(Turi) 

C[,. -z>­
~r­
OL.1..1 u...­-o -lo 5cn 
>- . .....J 
..__: ·<C 

Matilda Born: 
Died: 

Norway 
Mpls. 

4-14-1873 
9-27-1952 

August Born: 
Died: 

Sweden 
Mpls. 

11-17-1869 (1871) 
11-25-1940 

z:O 
~(!) 
00 
(,.) _J 

Leonard Dahlberg 
Born: Mpls. 

02-06-1908 
Died: Buffalo, MN 

01-21-1981 

Carol Hontz 
Born: Mpls. 

10-19-1940 

Arlene Erickson 
Born: Mpls. 

08-14-1942 

Alice Neadlc 
Born: Mpls. 

07-03-1910 

Jeanette Ron<lestvedt 
Born: Mpls. 

03-12-1938 

Thomas Neadle 
Born: Mpls. 

10-11-1942 

Melvin Dahlberg 
Born: Mpls. 

12-17-1911 

Jim Dahlberg 
Born: Mpls. 

::.-( 
Lw; .... LJ 
<...:) 7 

Stanley Dahlberg:_: =~!-1 
Born: Mpls. c:::r,. 0 

- -'Bf13 
Died: Los Angel~ CA 

- -1959 

Delores Watt 
Born: Mpls. 

David Dahlberg 
Born: Mpls. 

Shirley 
Born: Mpls. 

Marilyn 
Born: Mpls. 

Douglas Dahlberg 
Born: Mpls • 
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Kenneth Dahlberg 

M: Beatrice Becker 

Beverly Dahlberg 
M: Ward Woodwick 

Judy Dahlberg 
M: Scott Bangerter _, 

Ann Marie Bangerter 
Brian Scott Bangerter 

Lars Olson -- Ragnild Olson 

Matilda Olson -- August Dahlberg 

Leonard Dahlberg 

M: Esther Stevenson 

Carol Dahlberg 
M: Homer Hontz 

Arlene Dahlberg 
M: Harland Erickson 

Renee Hontz 
Jennifer Hontz 
Mark Hontz 

Chris Erickson 
Carla Erickson 
Cory Erickson 
Chad Erickson 
Clay Erickson 

Alice Dahlberg 

M: George Neadle 

Jeanette Neadle 
M: Jon Rondestvedt 

Thomas Neadle 
M: -----

David Rondestvedt 
Stephen Rondestvedt 
Paul Rondestvedt 
Ann Rondestvedt 

Melvin Dahlberg 

M: Fern Mccutchan 

Jim Dahlberg 
M: 

Stanley Dahlberg 

M: Vivian Mccutchan 

Delores Dahlberg 
M: 

David Dahlberg 
M: Gladys 

Shirley Dahlberg 
M: 

Marilyn nah Iberg 
M: 

Douglas Dahlberg 
M: -----

{you should have all the 
names and dates for the 
families desending thru 
your grandfather and 
grandmother - Stan and 
Vivian) 



Matilda Olson Bessie Olson 
(Turi) (Birgit) 

Born: Norway Born: Norway 
04-14-1873 1876 

Died: Mpls. , Died: St. Peter 
09-27-1952 1962 

_i-_ 

Married: 

August Dahlberg Unmarried 

• 

Lars Olson -- Ragnild Olson 

Louis Olson Julia Olson 
(Duri) 

Born: Norway Born: Norway 
1869 

Died: ? Died: St. 
1936 ? 

Married: 

Married - but 
there is no 
information 
as to where he 
moved with his 
wife. She was 
a widow with 1 
child and it is 
thought that 
they adopted 1 
more child after 
their marriage • 

Paul 

Oslie Olson 

Born: Norway 

Died: St. Peter 
? 

Unmarried 

Ole Olson Thomas Olson 

Born: Norway Born: Norway 

Died: St. Peter Died: St. Peter 
? ? 

Unmarried Unmarried 




