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PART | — HISTORICAL
The First Three Generations

OLD WESTMORELAND COUNTY was named for o county in Englo
was the eleventh ond last County erected under the Proprietary Goverm
Pennsylvania ond, by on Act signed by Licutenant Governor Richard F
February 26, 1773, included aoll the territory west of Laurs! Hill as tar n
the present Clearfield County line, westward to Kitanning and down the Al
and Ohio Rivers to the State line, embrocing gll the present Westmoreland, |
Greene ond Washington Counties, most of Allegheny ond Indiana and ¢
Armstrong and Beaver Counties,

All the titles and claims of the Penn family were destroyed or made
as far as the Legislature of Pennsylvania could do so, by oct passed ]
27, 1779, the Penn's being compensated with S13C.000 steriing money o
Britgin. This, of courss, did not offect the county end township boundar

The original Rastraver Township, like Westmareland County, was reduced
when Allegheny County was erected in 1788, and Forword ond Elizabeth To
wore created in that county. Originally Restrover reached from Jocob's
down the Youghiogheny to its mouth, up the Manongehela to Redstons
and straight acress to the point of beginning, and wos known in the early
“The Forks of the Yough."

PIONEERS — THE FIRST FAMILY OF OLD WESTMORELAND

“Mong but the Brave have come
But they have come to stoy:

The Cowards stoyed behrnl

The Weak Ones died on the woy"

Mid March in the year 1757. A middle aged man and two boys of
ride slowly along the deep rutted road, the thin ice crockling under the
feet as they plod along the untraveled woy. The potient horses, on wi
men ride, carry soddle bags and a haltered mare follows, heavily laden.
the saddiebogs of each rider o loaded rifle rests. .

Disappearing in the distance behind them lies Fort Wills, the last out
civilization, some day to grow into the city of Cumberiond. Ahead aof th
Braddock Rood, stretching into—who knows what?  Adventure, donge
work, excitement, About ten doys earlier the travelers had left their hon
the present city of Hagerstown; hard traveling all the way, sticky, muddy cla
along the Potomac, then mountains, Hve of them; Sideling, Town Hill,
Ridge, Polish, Martin; better roods, sandy, rocky but toilseme climbing. |

Why had they left home and where were they going? Coming to
coast port from aver populated Europe, some yeors earlier, to moke a fref
in a new waorld, they find desiroble lond already cccupied by earlier arrivi
onists. The Virginio planters with their extensive slave holdings control o
able land in their section and settiers without means are not welcome ther
rich soiled Pennsylvania seaboard and broed valleys are firmly held by the ind
Dutch, with their sons aplenty to work their acres, and the highlands, 50
to their native hills, arc in possession of the thrifty Scotch. The cities on
are overcrowded os ship after ship brings its burden of newcomers. W|

1



