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THE ENGLISH ANCESTRY OF GOV, THOMAS WELLES
OF CONNECTICUT

For some years the contributor of this article has been collecting
data relating to Gov, Thomas Welles, with a view to publishing a
~ detailed history of his life and of early Connectiout, In 1919 he
employed Mr. J. R Hulchinson, the Londoen genealogist, who
gearched through Welles wills in seventeen English counties and
found the name mentioned many times, but was unable to identify
any Thomag Welles in England with the Connecticut Governor of
that name. Mr. Hufehingon, however, firmished o memorandum
of a five-party deed relating to real property in the parish of Burm-
ington, co. Warwick, which, he stated, was from the original deed
preserved among the Sheldon Charlers in the British Museum.
He ealled attention to its importance, and searched the transeript
of the Burmington parish registers in the Bishop's Registry at
Waorcester (the original Burmington registers being in very bad
condition), a3 well ag the ehurchwardens' boolks, indentures, ete,,
contained in the parish chest, without finding anything bearing
on Gov. Thomas Welles.®* Recently, however, Col. Charles E. -
Banks, to whom the writer sent o memorandum of this deed, founcd
some pleadings and depositions in a Chancery suit brought in
England in 1648 relating to the property covered by this dead, which
give the names of Gov, Thomas \Eﬁliﬂﬂ‘s fother, grandlather, wife,
and wife's father. In addition to these dovuments, Colonel Banks
found the fine and concord relating to the Burmington property
dnd also, in the Birmingham Public Library, one original of the
five-party deed. Abstruets of these documents and of other English
records relating to this Welles family are given below,t and are
followed by o pedigree which shows the line of descent from the
grandfather of Governor Welles to the Governor's grandehildren.

Lintil the discoveries deseribed sbove were made, for which credit
is due Colonel Banks, nothing whatever was known of Gov. Thomas
Welles previously to his appearance as & member of the Court held
at Hartford, 28 Mar. 1637. The old black-letter Welles family
Bible containing manuseript records, with many ancient papers,
wits burned when the hotuse of the writer's grandfather was destroyed
by fire at Newington, Conn., in 1855. There are many autographs
niyﬁuv. Thomas Welles, and he wrote his surname mnny times when
lie was secretary of the Ceolony, alwayes spelling Welles with n see-

*Durmington ' In e soutlorn part of Warwinkaldee, on the Biver Stour, two miles southenst
from Bhilpaton-on-Btayr, The Bishop's transerint of thie puclsh roglslers oontuaing nn Wolles entries
Betwoet 1612 and 160, exoupt o martinge in 1038, There bone transeript for the voaes 1614,
1617, 1018, 1023, 1020, and 1034, & eopy of the Durmington roghaters inade in 1908 shows nn
anties for the yours DO02-1816, hut oonthing oo sisfoenent thinl the rogivters worn illogible for
thoen year, - Entries are comploty for ths yonrs J616-1022, bt thore are no ontrles for 1625

fIn thess nbetesets uopecesunry logol verbingo hias boen omitted, and no nttempt hos boen moade
to reprodues the peenllarities of speliing of the originals, exsapt in o few pianspgen, which hive boen
entlnaed in quintation marks, and in names of persons, which have beon apalled pe the records give
. Tho punstustion |s thsd of the eontributor,
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ond e. In documents written by others the name is generally spelled
Wells, and the writer uses this spelling when quoting from these
documents,

A Frve-Panry DeEep, 1638

T Inpenmoes Quintiplacjtite,” made 10 May, 14 Charles T [1638],
between © Thomas Wells of Hartford by the river of Connectocott in New
Fuigliund_gent,” the Honorable James Fiennes, son and heir :L!'ijmm. of the
Right Honorable the Lord Viseount Say and Seals, and Willinm Spripg of
Banbury, ¢o. Oxford, gent,, of the first part, George Neale of Weston, o,
Warwick, yeoman, of the second part, Nicholas Hunt of Burminizton, oo,
Warwick, yeaman, of the thind part, Giles Toms of Burmington aforesaid,
yeoman, of the fourth parl, and Thomas Neale of Oxshill, eo. Warwiclk,
yeoman, and Richard Workman of Stourton, co. Warwick, yeoman, of the
fifth part, recites that, whereas the said Thomas Wells, by his indenture
dated 20 Aupgust, 11 Charles T [16083], did grant unto the above-numed
James Fiennes and William 8prige and their beirs for ever all that one
messugpe and tenement in Burmington, with the yard, oréhard, garden,
and one tithe close thereunio belonging and adjoining, late in the oceupation
of the sad Nicholas Hunt, his assign or sssigns, and two yardlands and o
half in Burmington to the stid messuage and tenement belonging, date in
the cecupntion of Nicholaz Beale and the said Giles Tomes, nnd ong cottage,
with the close or bockside and orehard thersunto adjoining and belonging,
now ot fate in the tenure or oceupition of ona Richord Nason, his assign or
assigne, and also one ¢lose in Burmimgton, called Broad Closs, late in the
geeupation of one Robert Heminge, his nssion or as=sipns, with all the build-
mygs, yards, orchards, pardens; closes, lunds, meadows, pastures, commons,
ate,, to the said premises belonging, and by the said recited indenture did
aovenant to make such further nssurance of the said premises to Jomes
TFiennes and Willinme Sprige and their heirs 65 by them or their coumnsel
leirnpd in the laws of this realm should be reasonably devised or advised
and required, and whereas, in pursyancs of the said mdenture, aftarwords,
in Hilary Term, 12 Charles [11-31 January 1636/7], one fine was in dus
form of law acknowledped, levied, and Gxecuted by the said Thomas Wells
and Alice, his wife, to Jnmes Fionnes and Willinm Sprize and their hoirs,
of all the said premises in Birmington, aad thereas James Fiennes aned Willinm
Bprign, in consideration of £085 by the above-ramed George Neale, Nicholas
Hunt, and Giles Toms, viz, £645 by Geores Neale, £170 hg.r Giles Toms,
and £30 by Nicholus Hunt, to Jumes Fiennes and Willism Sprige in hand
peid, the receipt whereaf James Fiennes and William Sprige do hereby
aclnowledre, by these presents have pranted the said premizes, with their
appurtenanees, to George Neale, Jiles Tomes, and Nicholas Hunt, severally
and respectively, and fo their severnl and respective heirs and assipns,
aceording to such proportions as is herein hereafter exprossed, riow this in-
denfure tntnesselh that for the hetter conveying of the saidl premises to
George Neale, Giles Toms, tnd Nicholas Hunt, severally and respeetively,
and to ther seversl aond respective heirs, James Fiennes and Willinm Sprige
do for themselves and their heirs tovenunt with George Neale, Giles Toms,
iwnd Nichalas Hunt, their heirs and assigns, that they, Jomes Fiennes and
William Bpripe, will gufier the said Richard Warelkman, Thomas Neale,
and Niﬂhn!nsbi-lunt, at any time befora the Teast of Easter next [Easter
1634], to bring one or more writ or writs of entry for disseisin before Hig
Mujesty's Justices of His Court of Common Pleas at Westminster against
Jumes Fiennes and William Sprige, by such nomd or names as ghall be thought

"Presryed o the Dlrmninghen Pulilie’ Liheney,
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meet, to which writ or writs James Fiennes and William Sprigge shall appent
tis in their own persons and vouch over to warranty the sanjd Thomas
‘olls, who shall alse appear pratis in his own person or by his sufficient
attomney or attorneys and shall enter inta the warranty and vouch over the
eormon vouchee, to the intent that & perfect recovery may bo thercupon
hndd snd suifered of the said premises, acemvding to the nuture and eourse of
common recoveries, sgainst Jumes Fiennes and Willinm Sprige to Richard
Warckmnn, Thomns Neale, and Nicholas Hunt; and it sovennnted
hetwean all the parties to these presenls, for them, their heirs; and nssigns,
that Richard Warclkman, Thomas Neale, and Nicholas Hunt, the reeoverces
thercin nomed, and ther hers shall be seised of all the premises therein
eontaingd to the uses and purposes herein horeafter expressed, that is to
ey, the said messunee and topement, gartdon and elose adjoining, and eloze
ealled Broad Close, and =0 mutel of the arablé Tand and pasturs and mesdow
lemf! eateemed to be two yardlands to the use of G MNeale nnd of his
wits and nssipns for ever, and so mueh of the said nml:-‘u land and pasture
und and meadow ground esteemed to be onehalf yardland to the use of
iiles Tomes and of hig heirs and sesigng for ever, and the said cottaps,
orchard, and backside, with the appurtenanees, in the tenurs or eecupation
Ff Richurd Nason, to the use of Nicholas Hunt and of his heirs and assigms
OF over,

[The indenture containg various other covenants by Fionnes and 5 {who
were the only partiss who signed the copy in tha Birmingham Publie Library)
the purpose of which was to guarantea to Nenle, Tames, and Hunb the peacealilo

on of the premises deseribed.  With the deed are lengthy terriers or sched-
ules giving detailed deseriptions of the premises granteed to Neale and Tomes.

The lmportanee of this decd eonsists in ils identifiontion of Gov. Thomas
Welles of Connectiout as the owner and grantor of the Burmington mpcr:E,
in distinetion from his contemporary in Now England, Thames Waolls ui'FIpnv-'i .
lnea, It alko diseloses the LIE;;‘- tinn name of Governor Wellis's wife:]

Tuon Feer or Fives®

Final Coneord made in the King's Court ot Westminster, on the Octave
of Bt Hilary, 12 Charles 1 élm Jonunry 1636/7], betwern James Fieanes,
Lsq., and William Bprigee, Gent., querents, and Thomas Wells and Alies,
his wife, deforcients, concerning one messunge, one gurden, one orclinrd,
fifty acres of arable land, four acres of meadow, thirty acres of pasture; six
aeres of heath and firges, and eommon, pusture, with appurienanees, in
Birmington. Plea of covenant. James [me] and Alioe have acknowl
the wlovesaid tenements and common pasture, with upEurtmmncm_a, o be
the right of James; a8 those whith Jnmes nnd William have of the gift of
Thomas and Alice, and they have remised and r!luituluimud them from
Thomns and Alice and their heirs to James and Willism and the heirs of
James for over. And, moreover, Thomss and Aliee have granted for them-
gelves und the heirs of Thomas that they will warrnnt to James and Willinm
and the heirs of James the aforesaid tenemoents and eommon pasture, with
appurtenanees, against Thomas and Alice and the heirs of Thomas for ever.
And for this-James and William have given to Thomns and Alice £100.f
(Feet of Fines, Warwickshire, Trinity Torm, 12 Charles 1.)

his finul conoord covered the property at Burmington, oo, Warsicl, de-
n:rIJ:II.;uf.I in the five-party deed.) L e

Commission [in Latin], dated 5 April, 12 Charles [1636], from the King's
Court nt. Westminster, and directed fo John Harvey, Enighl, Thomas

*Prespeved o the Publio Rocord Offisn, Londen,
T Trnnalated from te Latin and sbridgmi,
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Huines, Faq., John Wenthropp, 5., Thomns Dudley, B, and Thomas.
Makepeace, Gentloman, empowering them or any two of them to take the
acknowledement of Thomas Wells ant Alice, his wife, to o finul eonsord
between Jumes Fiennes, Eaq,, and William Sprigge, Gentleman, and Thomas
Wella and Alice, his wifn, concerning one messunge, one garden, one orchard,
fifty meres of arable land, four scres of measdow, thirty acres of pusture,
egix aores of heath - and firges, and eommon pasture, with sppurtenanses, in
ginuriugtnn* eo, Worwick, and to retorn it to the Justices of the King's

Adlnowladement [in Latin] of Thomas Welles and Alies Welles to a final
conoord coneerning premises in Birmington, vo. Warwick [as deseribed in
the oommission given above], taken in Boston in New England, before
Joi Winthrop and Tho: Dodley, 9 June; 12 Charles, AT, 16306, {Signed]
“Tho; Welles  Als Welles her marke.”

[The eignature of Thomas Welles to this acknowledgment is the well-known
autograph of the Conneetiout Governor, such g he often used Iater in Connecti-
eut, and 15 additional proof that he owned and granted the Burmington property.
He also wrote the words ** Als Welles hor murke.” This acknowledgment proves
that he and his wife were in Boston, Mass, on @ June 1030, more than nine
montha befors the record of his first appearange in Connecticut, 25 Muor, 1627,
This may indionte that the “Tho, Wells" whe is récorded in the Cambridgs
(Muss.) town records, under date of 8 Feb, 1685 [ie, 1635/4], ns having 4 house
in that town, was the same man as the Connectivut settler of thit nime.]

From Chaxceny ProcegbINGs®

28 [illegible] 1645, To the Right Honorable the Commissioners for the
Custody of the Great Seal of Eﬂgbult]. *

The compluint of Jony Weves of Tidmington, eo. Woreostor, ind Rongnr
Winrs, eldest son and heir apparent of the said orator John Welles; the said
Robert being an infant of the age of eighteen years or thereabouts and not
above, by your omtar, John Welles, his father and guardinn, shows that,
whereas Walter Wells, your orator John Welles his grest-grandisther,
decensed, was in his lifetime, that 1= to gay, about ffty years sinee, lawiully
geisecl in his demesne as of fee of one messiage or tenement, two yurdlands
and a half yardland, and two closes of arable meadows and pasture ground,
with appurtennness, in [Blurmineton, co. Warwick, of the yearly value of
£30 or thereabouts, nnd the said Walter Wells, for the better settling of the
snid messupge and lands in the nume and bloed of him, Wailter Wells, did by
feaffment and other good and sufficient conveyances, aboul fourseors years
now lust post, grant the said mesunge and lands to the use of himsslf for
life and ngtnrwn.tds to the use of Robert Wells, his eldest son, for the term of
his life, and after the several décenses of the said Walter Welles and Robert
Welles to the use of the first son or heir male of the body of the said Robert
Wells lawfully begotten and of the heire males of such first son or heir male
lnwiully begotten, and for the want of such heirs to the second, third, and
fourth sons of the boedy of the said Robert Wells suceessively and to the
heirs mules of the body of every such sons suecessively, and for default of
guch issue to the right heirs of the snid Walter, Wells for ever, and (hy said
Walter Wells, being of the said premises seised, aboub fourstors yoars sinoa
died, nftor whose deccase Robert Wells, your orator's grandfather, entercd
mto the said promises nnd beeame thereof geiged in hiz dermesne ag of frechiold
for the torm of his life, and, the sail Robert Wells having jssue Robert Wells,
hig eldeat. son, Iate fther of your arabor John Wells, and one Thomas Wells,
i soeond hmfjmr, he, Robert Wells, grandfather of your orator John Wells,

*Preserved in this Pablie Teeend Offier, Lunden,
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und Robert Wells the son, father of your orator John, did, as hath been
lately pretended and affirmed, for the better maintenance and livelibood of
the said Thomas Wells, about the sixth wvear of the rejpn of King James
1608], make a deed for settling and nssuring the messuage and lands in

nrmington unto Thomas Wells for the lives of your orator John Wells
hiz grandfather and fnther or for the life of Thomas Wells or to such or the
like effect, the certainty whereof your orator cannot express, by pretence
and color whereof Thomas Wells, as is also pretended, enteréd into the
messuape - and Innds in Burmington and bocame thereof seised, as is likowise
pretended, in his demesne as of freehold for term of his life or for the term
of the lives of Robert Wells and Lis gon Robart Wells, grandfather and fnther
of your oratar John Wells, orof some such estate or title, the eertainty whereof
ig as vel unknown to your orators, the remainder thereof upon the decease
of Thomns Wells or upon the several deceises of Robert Wells, your orator’s
prandfather, and Robeet Wells, father of your orator John ﬁﬂlis, unto the
first son of the body of Hobert Wells the prandiather and the heirs males
of the body of such first son; with remainders as aforesaid, and, Thomns
Wells being in possession of the aforesaid promises, Robert Wells, your ors-
tor's father, hoving tssue your orator Johin Wells, his eldest son and heir,
Robedt Welles, your orstor John Walls bis grandfather, about twenty-nine
vedrs since died, and Robert Wells, father of your orator John Wells, nbout
twenty yoars since also died, and the snid Thomag Wells about twelve years
ginee, havinge o desive to travel beyvond the seas and being chargerl with the
payment of £700 or thereabouts for |E:]g,:‘.l:li¢ss due to the younger children
of Robert Wells, father of your orator John Wells, did resolve so to settle
the said premises that the same should be, as he pretended, a security for
payment of the said legneies and after the decease of Thomus Wells should
remain unto your orator John Wells as eldest son and heir of Robert Welles
the father, [who was] eldest son and heir male of Robert Wells the erand-
futher, and [unto] the heirs mples [of your orator], and to that end and puare-
poze the said Thomas Wells did by deed or conveyance or by his last will
and festanient in writini;;lmlum-in what munner the said imessuige and lands
el been settled upon bhim by his father and eldest brother and did thergin
settle or convey the same fo the uses aforesaid, and ghortly after Thomas
Wells took his voyigme to sea and took with Lim two sons snd one daughter,
which are long sinee dead, and Thomas Wells surviving (all his childron
being dead) about five years since died hlso, without any issue of his body
living at the time of lus decease. After the decesse of Thomas Wells the
messuage and lunds in Burmington descended, as'of right the same ought to
descend, unto your orator John Wells, as first and eldest son and heir male
of Robert Wells his futher, [who was] the first and eldest gon and heir male
of Hobert Wells the prandfather, [who was| son'of Walter Wells, snd your
orator John Wells' secordingly entered into the said messonge and lands,
and beeame thereol lowlully seised in his demesne ds of fee tail to him and
the heire males of his body: and your orator John Wells, being so. thereof
stised, for the better mamtenanee and livelihood of your orator Robert
Wells his gon, about one year since did by his lease in wrilings grant the mes-
sunpe and Isnds in Burmington unto your orator John Wells his son, for the
term of four vears, at a small yearly renf, hoping that the said Robert Wells
might have peaceably and quietly held and enjoyed the same without any
glnim or interruption whotsoover.  But now one George Neale of Water
Eaton, co, Wilts, Gyles Tomes, and Richard Samon, the latter of Burming-
ton, combining nod econfedernting  themselves together with one James
Fynes, Kagy and William Sprigme, Gentleman, to dismherit and defeat
your orator of the eaid messuage and lauds, and having by casial or some
indirect means gotten into their possession the deed or conveyances made by
Walter Wells and the pretended deed ar conveyance alleged to be made to
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Thomas Wells by hig father and elder brother and all other deads, evidences,
ete., concerning the messusge and lands in Burmington, by eolor of having
the e they, George Neale, Gyles Tomes, Richard Samon, James Fynes,
[nd] William Sprigee, have lately entered into the said messungs or tenement
and Iands, and have made divers seeret leases and eonveyances thersof
unto and amongst themselves and divers ofher persons to-your orator un-
Eknown, somo times elniming the snme by purehsse from Thomas Wells or
=ome other pretending interest therein, some other times claiming the
snme under some pretonded t or conveyance from Robort Wells and
Robert Wells, prandfnther and father of your orator John Wells, whereps
in truth Thomas Wells did nof nor tould not make any lawful convevance
thereal, neither did your orator's grandfnther or father make any conveyance
whatzoever whereby to debar the estates and interests of yvour orators in or
by the aforesaid deed or eonveyvance made by Walter Wells as aforesaid,
Howbeit George Neale, Gyles Tomes, Richard Bamon, James Fynes, and
Willinm Sprigge, under the protences aforeasid or some other undus pre-
tonees yvet not discovered by your arator, to often times make entries and
disturh your orators' pmmnhiu possession of the premises, endeavoring to
deprive your orators of the rents and profits of the premises, and have
commenced severnl suits at law apninst your erntor for recovery of the same
and of the possession of the messuaee and lunds from your orntors, to the
dizsinlierizon of your oratar John Wells and to the manifest wrong and prejo-
dice of both your orators and eontrary to all right, eqoity; and good con-
geionee.  In consideration whereof, forasmuch s your orators have no means
of relief by the eommon law, may i please Your Honors to grant unto your
orators His Majesty's wit of subpana, to be dirceted unto George Neals,
Gyles Tomes, Richard Samon, James Fynes, and Willinm Spriges, eom-
manding them to appear before Your Honors in His Majesty’s High Court
of Chaneery, eto.

The joint snd severdl apswers of Geonce Neas, Gres Towss, and
Ricuann Samon, three of the defendints to the bill of complaint of John
Wells and Bobert Wells, his son.®  The defendants deny (hat Walter Wells
wes preat-erandfather to the complainants or either of them, neither do they
know or belicve that Walter Wells was in i hifetime selsed of the messusges
and lande mentioned in'the complaint nor that he made any such deed of
feafiment or other conveyance of the i#es nroany part thereof to such
uee o i8 alleged in the complaint, nor do they believe that Walter Wells was
ever seised of the premises or any part thereof, and g0 consequently had no
ngm' to make any such deed ug is pretended by the complaint, nor do they

teve thot Robert Wells, the grandlstler to the complaingnt Jolin, entered
and berame seised of the premises by virtue of mmy such pn:_ttndr_«.f deed or
entail.  The defendants eny that, Robert Wells, the prondisther, being
lierotolore lnwiully soised in his demesne a8 of fee of and o the messuaps
and lands in the complaint mentioned, of the yedrly vilue of £30 or there-
shouts, he, Robert Wells, the grandiather, and Alice, his then wife, and
Robert Wells, his eldest son, by one deed indented dated 5 July, 13 James
Ecﬁlﬁl’ in oonsideration of & marriage then shortly after to be solemnized

tween Thomas Wells, hia seeond son, and Alice Tomes, one of the dsugh-
ters of one John Tomes, and in consideration of o jointure to be made for
the said Alice, and in consideration of the sum of £300, being the marriage
ion of the said Alice well and truly paid, did eovenaut with Thomas

ke and Joseph Phelps that be, Robert the father, Alice, his wife, Robert

the son nnd Johan, his wife, and the gaid Thomas Wells would, at the costs

*Pruending this title nre the words, in Lafin, " All thres pwoen thi §lh |T] | day -of Jume 1645,
ansd below this siatemant nre the words, alsn in Lntin, ' AF theee swarn the 15th day of Novombor
1648 Oune or more slgnatures, which are lilegible, lollow the Intinr date.
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of Thomas Wells, his heirs and assigns, before the Feast of All Baints then
next ensuing [1 November 1815], acknowledge and levy one fing concerning
the =aid premizes in Burmington to the use of Thomas Wells for the term
of his life, and after his decease to the use of Alice, his intended wile, for the
term of her life, for her jointure, and after their decenses to the use of the
heirg of Thomas Wells on the body of Alipe, his then intended wife, lnwiully
to be ten, with remainder to the use of Hobert Wells, son of Robert
the grandfather, his heirs and assipns, for ever, And the defendunts say
that accordingly, in Michaelmas Term then following [2-25 November lﬁlﬁk
a fine wus levied of the said premizes; but the defendants know of no sue
deed made in the sixth year of his Inte Majesty's roign as in the complyint
iz pretended; and they believe that Thomas Wells, by virtue of the afore-
zaid deed and fine thereupon had, entered into the promises and became
thereof evized; and they mcir that Thomas Wells having divers children by
him on the body of the said Alice-begotten, did E}' one indenture, doted on
or about 20 Aupust, in the eleventh year of His now Majesty's reign [20
August 1635], grant unto James Fines, Esq., snd Willinm Sprifizge], Gentle-
man, and their heire, to the uee of them and their heirs for ever, all the
premises in the said bill mentioned, with their appurtienanees, and in Hi
Term, in the twelfth year of His now Majesty's refgn [11-31 January 1636/7],
f fine was acknowiedged and levied by Thomas Wells and Alice, his wife
to Jumes Fines and Willinm Sprig and their heirs, of the said premises; and
the defendants sny that by one indenture quintipartite, dated shout 10 May
in the fourteenth yoar of Hiz now Majesty’s reign [10 May 1638], made
between Thomas Wells, James Fines;, and William Sprig of the first part,
this defendant, George Neale, of the second part, one Nicholas Hunt of the
third part, this defendant, Tomes, of the fourth part, and Thomns Neale
and Richard Warkeman of the fifth part, [and] reciting the aforesaid econ-
veyanee made by Thomas Wells to Jumes Fiens and Willinm Sprig and the
fing thereupon levied, and also wriling that . . . [Here is inserted a recital
of the grant from Fiena and S]pnghi.n Neale, Hunt, nnd Tomes, with the
considerntion therefor, and the further covenants made by Fions and Sprig,
as set forth in the Indenture Quintipartite, supra, p. 281], and in Michnelmas
Term, in the fourteenth year of His now Majesty’s reien [2-25 November
1638], & recovery was had aceordingly, by virtue of which several convey-
ances the defendants, Neale and Tomes, coneeive that they have n good
estate of inhoritance of and in the said premises, in such saveral proportions
s is in the last reeited indenture expressed. And the defendants beliove
[that] Robert Wells the grandfather anfd Hobert Wells the father, his son,
died on or about the time m the complaint set forth; and they know not
whether Thomas Wells did desire to travel heyond sea for the reason in the
complaint set forth, but [they] eay thai Thomas Wells, having made the
aforesaid conveyance and settlement upon James Fiens and Willinm Sprig,
not long after departed out of this kingdom into New England,  And the
defendants, Neale and Tomes, do deny that the said asswranee to them
made wns for epeurity of money, s is pretended, but was an absolute sale;
and [they] coneeive [that] Thomas Wells had no reason to male any settle-
ment of the premises for the paymient of such pretended legneies, with
remainder to the compluinant and iis beirs, for Thomas Wells had then
and, s the defendunts have lately heard, yet hath divers children and
grandchildren of his pwn living; nor do the defendants know of any deed
ar will that Thomas Wells did make other than what the defendnnts have
hereinbefore sot forth.  And the defendants say that they have lutoly heard
and do verily believe that Thomas Wells [i2] yet !ivinf and hath divers
ohildron and grandehildren vet living in New England; and they have
lutely seen an affidavit to such purpose; and Thomas Wells hath lntely sent
some letters to divers of his friends here in England; and so the complain-
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ants or either of them have no eolor of fitle at all to the said premises. And
the defendants do deny that the complainanta did ever malke legal entry into
the premises;, but the compluinanis have Iately, without any color of title,
made n foreible entry into the premises; for which the complainant John
with others, standeth indicted. And the defondants deny combination ang
confederacy with any persons whatsoever, and they deny [that] they have
in their custody any [of] the conveyanees pretended to be mnde by Walter
Wells. But the defendants Neale and Tomes have in their oustody the
aforesnid deed of settlement, made by Hobert Wells the grandfather and
Robert Wells the son to Thomas Wells, and & copy of the fine thereupon
lovied, and the said deed indented quintipartite, and the reeovery thereupon
had, and no others. And the defendants Neals and Tomes do elajm to
hove an estate of inhieritanee in the premises in sueh proportions ns is afore-
zaid, and the defendant Richard Salimon eaith [that] he hath no estate at
all in any port of the premises pther than ax he i3 tenant ot will t6 tha
other defendant George Neale to some part thereof.. And the defentdants
humbily pray to be hence dismissed with their reasonable sosts and charges
in this behalf, (Chancery Proceedings, Charles I, O. 3, 467/35.)

[This answer of the defendants reveals the npme of Gov. Thomas Welles's
futher, Robort, with the approximate year of his death, 1610, the Clhristinn
namo of Governor Welles's mother, Alios, and the spproximoie date, 1615, of
Governor Wellea's marriage with Muz, daughter of John Tomes, ns well ag the
fuet that Governor Welles emigrated to New England “not long after" he lind
eonveyed the Burminglon property to Fiennes sod Sprige, that s, soon after
() Aug, 16356, The eompluint and the angwer agres in stating that the Governor's
futher, Robert, diod about 1010 und that the Governor's older brother, Rabest,
died nhout 1625

oy CHANoERY DEPOSITIONSY
[Wells r. Nenle et al., 1648-10561]

Commission, 2 March 1649 [1648/50], from the Keepers of the Liberty
of England to Willinm Hieks, Richard Randall, William Barnes, snd Iifiuh-
ard Croft, Gentlemen, to administer interrogations und take depositions
in [the case of] John Wells et al. contra George Neale e al.

Interropatories-to be ministered unto witnesses on behalf of George Neale,
Giles Tomes, [and] Richard Samon the elder, defendants at the suit of John
Wells, Gent,, snd Hobert Wells, son of the said John Wells; complainants,
in & cause depending in the High Court of Chaneery between the said parties.

1. Do you know the: parties, plaintilfs and. defendants, or how many
and which of them do you know and how long time have you known them?

2, Do you know or have you oredibly heard whether or no one Walter
Wells named in the eomplaint and therein alleged to be gredd-grandinther
of the plaintif John Wells was in truth great-grandinther of plaintiff,
or whether or no Walter Wells was [related] by some other deprees of con-
eanguinity unto the plaintif, and whether or no Walter Wells had o son,
viz., his eldest son, called Robert Wells, whom the plaintiff John Wells
ullegeth fo be his grandfather, [and] woas not Walter Wells unele to the
before-named Robert Wells, and was not Hobert Wills grandfather of the

laintiff John Wells? Have you ssen the lost will and testament of Walter
olls and tlie probate thereof? Ii vea, then s the writing now shewed unto
the Inst will and testament of Walter Wells, and did not Walter Wells

in his last will and testament make one Robert Wells his executor, and did
hie nol therein eall Robert Wells his exscutor “his kinsmun Hobert Wells

rreanrved o the Publie Recond Difies, London, the following deposttions beiog found in Chaucery
Depoaltinng belore 1714, Miifond, bindls 742, oo, 51,
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sonng of his Brother Thomas Wells,” nnd was this Robert Wells, executor
of Walter Wells, grandiasther or father of the plaintiff, John Wells, or of
what other degree of consanguinity was he unto the plaintiff, John "_»"n’ella?

3. Do you know or have you credibly heard that Waller Wells was in
his lifetime seised of & messunpe and two yardlands and o half arable meadow
and pasture and two oloses, with appurtensnees, in Burmington, oo, Warwicls,
in fee simple? Did Walter Wells by feofiment or other assurance eonvey
the snme to the use of himself for his life, and afterfwards] to the use of
obert Wells, with tlis express name, viz,, *Robert Wells his eldest sonne
for his lief," ond after their several decesses then to the use of the first son
ar heir male of Robort Wells I:mri'ullﬂ bogatten and to the heirs moles of
guch first son or heir muade lawfully begotten and, for want of such heirs
males, then (o the use of the second, thivd, and fourth sons of Robert fWells,
successively, and to the heirs males of cvery such sons, suecessively, and,
for default of such issue, then to the use of the right heirs of Walter Wells
for ever, as the pluintifis by their compluint allege? Have you st any time
geen any such deed of entail of the messuage and lands in Burmington pre-
tended to be made by Waller Waolls?. If yea, then what dute doth such deed
bear, and whore and in whose hands doth sach pretended deed of entail
remain; and do you know, remember, or hm-::ﬁﬂ;ouLcmdihlr liard that
Waller Wells had any such son named Hobert Wells who was grandinther of
the plaintiff John Wells?

4. Do you know or remember how long sinee’ Thomas Wells, unele to
the plaintiff John Wells, departed out of England unto the parts: beyond
the seas, and to what part or parts beyond the geas did he travel, whether
unto a place ealled New England or to what other parts beyond the seas,
how many children had be at the time of his departure out of England, that
18, how many sons and how muny daughters, what were their names, how
many of his chilaren did he take with him at the time of lis depariure, what
were the nimes of the ehildren which he took with him, and of what ages
were they ot the time of departure?

&, What notice or intelligence by messages, lettors, or by any other wa
ar means whatsoever have you ot any time or times heretolore sinee the
departure of Thomas Wells cub of England into New England received from
Thomas Wells or from any other person or pordons residing in Now England
or travelling between Now England and England concerning the life, health,
or well-being of Thomas Wells and his ehild and ehildron, grmudcfﬁld and
grandehildren, and of which of them bymame, or of how many of them, and
when and at what time or times, and liow long time is it since you lust or
luntely heard of them or any of them, aid of how many of their life or lives
and of their nnme or names?

6. What or how many entries or éntry hath the plaintiff John Wells and
his son. Robert Wells, or either of them and which of them, made into the
possession of hose and land in Burmington of the defendants, or of any
of them and of which of them?  Was such entrics or entry made ina peacesble
manngr, lnwiully, and by due eourse of Lew, or rather riotously, foreibly,
and with strong hand, and with a multitude of people and contrary to the
laws of England?

7. What olher motter or things material or advantupeous for the de-
fendants’ part do you know, [have you)] eredibly heard, or do [vou] remember?

| Depositiona of witnesses on bebalfl of the defendants.]
Nicholns Hunt of Burminglon, eo. Warwick, yeoman, sged 85 years or
therenbouts, deposeth as followsth:
1, He knoweth all the partiss, complainants and defendants, and hath
known! them for o long time,
2. He did know Walter Wells, and the said Walter was unole unto Robert
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Wells grandfather unto the complainant John Wells, and ool father unto
him, and be hnth heard [that] Walter Wells had o son named Willinm Wella
and that the said Willinm died when he was of the age of about 15 or 16 years.
He hath seen the lust will and testament of Walter Wells, wherein Lo made
the said Robert Wells, son of Thomss Wells Ius brother, by the name of his
kinsman, executor of the will, and the writing now shewed unto him is, as
he conceiveth, the last will and testament of Walter Wells.

4. He doth not know nor never heard that Walter Wells did ever make
any deed of entail of the lands in Burmington, but doth believe that he had
an estute of inheritance in fee simple or fee thal in the same, but how he did

i of the same this deponent knbweth not.

4. He believeth that it is about 15 years sinee Thomas Wells, unele to
the complainant John Wells, went out of this kingdom of England unto the
parts beyond the seas, unto & plaee, as he hath heard, called New England,
and that he had at the time of his departure 3 sons and 3 daughters, all
which he took along with him, and that his'3 sons were ealled by the names
of John, the eldest son, Thomas, the seeond, and Samuell, the third son, and
that the daughtors were ealled i}]r the niumes of Mary, Anne, and the other
he doth not remember her name; and he hath heard that Thomas Wells
had one son more, born since he went over thither, and he Lelieveth his
eldest child was of the age of about 13 %m when they went nwey,

5. He hath had several letters from Thamns Wells {rom bevond the sens,
and the last lie received was dated 4 February 1646 [1046/7]; and one John
Robins, who merried the eomplainant Jolhn Wells his sistor, brought the
gaid letter and told thizs deponent that, when he eame thenee, the said
Tlhomas Wells] and all his children were alive and well.

[ 1o Salmon of Burmingtan, co, Warwick, aged 50 years or there-
abouts, deposeth as followeth:

6. The complainant John Wells was in sight and presence when certain
men to the number of 4 persons, viz., Willm. Clements;, Willm. Court, John
Jenkins, and Edward Page, broke into the house and possession whers
Richnrd Salmon did dwellan vielenl manner, and threw out of possession of
tha house five persons that wore there in peaceable and quist possession, and
afterfwards] put m one Mrs, Goodricke, who kept the possession until the
undersheri or some officers or deputies for him cama and put Tichard
Balmon in possession again; and, while the said Mrs. Goodricke was in
possession, I::Ihu}r uu.rrir_ﬁ off] the hay that stood on a rick in the backside
and a part of the corn oub of the fields, and pulled down the floors
pales, doors, and doorchecks of the house, glaes out of the windows, an
divers other things, all which was carried unto the house of the compluinant
John Weils, but Esy whom this deponent knoweth not,

light

Richard Hunt of Burmington, ¢o. Werwick, yeoman, [aged
years or thereabouts, saith:

2. He hath heard that Walter Wells was not father but uncle to Robert
Welle, grandfather to the complumant John Wells,

e ‘I‘E;mns Wells went bevond sen to Now England, as he belisveth, and
took with him eix children, 3 sons, viz., John, Thomas, and Samuel], and 3
daughters, viz., Mary, Anne, and Sara; and this deponent believeth that the
eldest was ther of the age of 17 years or thereabouts and the youngest was
then of the age of 2 yoars or thereabouts

Mary Bamon, wife of the defendant Richard Samon, of Burmington, co:
Warwiclk, saith:

8. The complanant John Wells or his son made 3 entries into the house
in Burmington: the first was by the plaintift's son, who broke through the
thateh into the house and then opened the door of the house and let in others;
at whirh time there were cheeses taken forth of the house and divers other
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things to 4 good valoe; the second time cerfain men, as this deponont su
poseth by the directions of the complainant John Wells, did break into the
end of the dwelling housein question and violently did thrust out of the house
this deponent and her husband; and the third time certain men, being 4
in number, did foreibly again break into the house by the procurement of
the complainant John Wells, s the said men told this deponont, at which
time this deponent and 4 others were in the house, and the 4 men did violently
earry away this deponent and one Elizabeth Warkman “to Warr:"' [? War-
wick] at the suit, as they said, of the m‘u{bﬁllnimnt. John Wells, and also put
the rest of the women forth of doors and threw out of (he hoose divers goods
of the said Richard Samon's, some small things whereof were lost, and the
resftlue this deponent and her husband had again.

Richard Samon, Jr., of Burmington, co, Warwick, husbandman, aged 48
years or thereabouts, saith: i

ti. There wers three entrics made into the house in question: the frst was
nbout Beptember, was 2 years, at which time this deponent saw the eom-

lainant John Wells off the thateh of the house and did put into the

ouse & son of the said complainant John Wells, which son did open the door
of the house and let in the eomplunant John Wells and Robert Wells his
gon and one Thomas Woodlord, and then [they] barred themselves into the
house; the second entry was made about the month of July, AD. 1648,
as this deponent belisveth, but this deponent was not pressnt when the
second entry wis made, neither was hie presont at the third entry, but after
the second and third entry he saw the complainant John Wells and others
in the house, who kept pessession therein with force, and, this deponent
coming to fetch his plow, which was in the backside of the house, the com-
plainant John Wells did thresten this deponent that, if be came upon the
ground, he would shoot him, this deponent, or run him through with his
trusty [7], which he had about him.

Elizabeth Warkman of Burmington, ¢o. Warwick, spinster, aged 23 years
mﬂth?mt?"m’ aiflf:f September lost 2 his d did

. In the man il  waa 2 years, this deponent di

see John Wells, the complainant, hrenﬁtn the dwelling houze of Richnrd
Baumon the elder by pulling down the thatch thereof, and [he] put into the
house his gon Riclnmf Wells, who opened the doors and did let in has brother
Robert and Thomas Woodford; and in July last, she being with four others
in the said dwelling house, there eame Willm. Clemance, Willm. Courte,
Richard Page, and John Jenldns, =senf, as shoe believeth, by the pleintiff
John Wells, and did viclently break dowh the doors, and drew out by foree
this deponent and the other four persons then being in the house, and kept
the possession by strong hand.

[Bigned] William Hyekes, Richard Randall, Richard Croft, William Barnes,

Interrogntories to be administered to witnesses on behalf of John Wells
and Robert Wells, his son, complainants against George Neale, Giles Toms,
and Richard Samon, defondiants.

1. Do yon know the parties, plaintifis and defendants? Did you know
Robert Wells the late prandfather and Robert Wells the late father of the
vomplninant John Wells, and Walter Wells late unele of Robert Wells the

andfather, decrasod, and how long is it since the several deceases of Walter

Velle, Robert Wells the ndfather, and Roberf Wells the father?

2. Do you know that Walter Wells was in his lifetime sdised in fee or of
gome estate of inheritance of one messuage and cerlain lands and tenements
in Tidmington, co. Worcester, and of o messusge and two lands af
Sturton, co. Warwick, and of the messunge and two yardlands and a half
at Birmington, co. Warwick? Did Walter Wells make any grant of the said
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messtiages and lands or any part thereol to Hobert Wells, grandfather of
the complainant John Wells, or Richard Wells, another kinaman of the said
Walter, and upon what consideration were the said lands so granted, as
you know, believe, or hoave heard?

3. Have vou read or géen any ancient desd or conveyance made by
Whalter Wtzli for settling his messunge and linds ot Birmington upon Robert
Wells, grandfather of the complainant John Wells, for life, and afterwards
to Hobert Wells, father of the complainant Jolin Wells, and the heirs males
of his body in tail, or to Robert Wells the grandfather and to the heirs males
of his bedy in tnii, and when, where; and i whose custady did vou so read
or see the said deed, saod where is the same now remaining?

4. Do wvou know of any deed or conveyanes heretofore remunmg in the
hands of ong MNicholss Hunt, wherehy the messinge sod linds ot Birmington
were entailed or olherwise sattled upon the complainant Joho Wells or
Ttobert Wells, his late father and grondisther; and whers and in whose
hands or possession is the spme deed now rémaining, and by what means pe
procorement was the same deed gotten out of the hands of Nicholas Hunt?

f. Did Walter Wells die withoul any issue Jawiully begotten, and did
Walter Wells in his Hfetime, for the love and affection which he bors to his
brother’s ehildren, convey his messuaes and Jds ot Stourton to one Richnd
Wells, his kinaman, and the heirs of Gis body, and did the sgid Walter like-
wise grant his mesuage and lands ab Birminglon to Robert Wells, lato
erandinther of the complsinant John Wells, and to the heirs males of his
oy o tadl, without any ehnsideration ot all but only the love and affection
he bure townrds Lis knsman and o preseryve the sl lands in his name aod
blood? Teelars what you keow or kave heard touching this interrogatory,

6. Do you knpw of any suit farmerly depending in this Honoruble Court
of Chancery between the complaimant John Wells and James enns, e,
and other defendants?  Did the complamant John Walls oltentimes, or at
any time at or before the defencants’ purchase of the lands in question,
advisa the now delendants or nny-of thein oot to purchase the londs in ogues-
tinn, telling them [that] they eould have no good assuranee thereaf from
them that intended to eell the same, or that the saoe did belong to him, the
complainant?

7. Did the complainant John Walls serve the now defendants or either of
them with an order of the High Court of Chisneery for paying in of the pur-
chase money into the spid Court before they had made payment thereof,
and 15 the order now uced the same order wherswith the defendants
were 30 gervedl, nnd had the defendant Neale o copy of the ovder delivered or
Ieft in His clistody at the time of such delivery or servieo? '

8. Huve you formerly hnd some speeeh with Hichard Salmon, Sr., or the
other defendants, did you guestion with him or them or eithir of them
wherefore they would meddle to buy the land or the fitle which is now or
wig heretofore in question, [and] what anawer did he, they, oreither of them
muke unto you? _

9. Have yvou heard that one Richard Hall and othoers were formerly about
to buy part of the land in question, and do you know the reason whereforn
he did desist to buy the same? Deelare the truth herein, and what was the
reason that Gresnnway left venting of thesaid land.

Depositions of witnesses taken at the dwelling house of Halph Mills in
Shipton upon Stower, co. Woreester, 22 March 1648 [1649,/50], by and befors
Wilham Hicks, Richard Randel, Williaim Barnes, and Ri::‘rmnf Clrofts, Gent.,
b virtue of the commission ouf of the High Court of Chancery unto them
dirreted for the esamination of witnesses in the esuse in the said Court
depending between Jolin Wells and others, eompluinants, and Goorge Neale
and others, defendants, ns followeth:
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[Depositions of witnesses on behulf of the complainants.]

Richard Wells of Stourton, eo, Warwick, yeoman, aged threescore and
ten yuars or thereabouts, saith:

1. This deponent knoweth the eomplainant John Wells, but doth not
know Robert Wells, son of the mmE]uimm., but he knoweth all the defend-
ants, and he did know Hobert Wells the grandfather pnd Hobert Wells the
father of the complamant John Wells, but did not know Walfer Wells; and
this deponent hiath heard that Walter Wells died about threessore and thic-
toon yeurs sinee, but how long einee Robert Wells the grandiother and
Robort Wolls the futher of the complainint John Wells died this depordent
doth not know.

2, He hath oftan heard his father gay that Walter Wells was geieed in fee
of nn estate of inheritanes of and in the messainge and eeriain lands in Tid-
mington and of o messungs god fwo yardlands in Stourton and of o messunee
and two vardlands and o hall in Birmingbon: and hehath beard his fmiher
eay that Walter Welle did grant the eaid lunds in Tidmington and Birming-
ton to Raborl Wells, grandfather to the compluinant John Wells; and he
hath often Lieard his father say that Woltor Wells did convey n messunge and
ane yardland, parts of the said two yardlands in Stourton, to Richard Wells,
this deponent’s fathor, and the heirs mules of his bady lawinlly begatten, nnd
another messunge and the other ynedlad to Thomas Wells, brother to the
snid Richard Wells, anid the heirs males 'of I body lawiully bogotten, they
being linamen, viz,, nephews, to Walter Wells, but for no sensiderntion but
only for mere affection that he bore to them, they being his kinsmen, and
that the said lands might be preserved and vontineed in big name and blood,

3. He hath not geen the convevance of the lands in Burmington, [and] in
whoso Imﬁaaiuu the said sonveyance wos this dujpununt knoweth not.

5. This deponent belisveth that Walter Wells had no izsue, or otherwize
he wonld not have given his linds to his kinsmen; and he ot hesrd from
his father that Walter Wells would have given to Richard Wells, this depo-
nent's father, and to Thonas Wolls lmrptﬁﬂr of the suid Richurd Wells, ’fm
Iands in Buemington if they would have come to have lived with him: and
he hnth often eard his fnther sny that the lands in Burmington and Tid-
mington were conveyed to Robert Wells; the complainunt’s prandfather, 1n
toil mnd to Ehe heire males of his body, in the gome manner ns the lands in
Btourton wers conveyed to this deponent's father and unele,

Nicholas Tunt, i'urnmrIP.r examined on the defendants” behnlf ond now
exumintd on the plaintiis’ behall, saith

L. Ho knoweth the parties, plaintiffs and defondants, and did know
Robert Wells the grandfather. and Hobert Wells the father of the com-
plainant John Wells, and did know Wealter Wells, unecle of Hobert Wells
the grandfnther; and ho believeth that'it is about 73 vears ago since Walter
Wells died und that Robert Wells the grandfuther died about 17 years ago
and that Robert Wells futher of the eomplainant John Wells died about
20 years sinoe.

2, He lnoweth that Walter Wells was seised in fee of some estato of inher-
itanee of and in o mesuage and two yardlands and a half in Tidmington and
of snd in two yardlonds and & half in Burmington and two elozes in Diteh-
ford, co, Warwicl; bul what conveyanees were made by Walter Wells to
Robaerd Wells, E‘rmdﬁtthnr for the eomplainant Joho Wells, of the said lands
thie deponent knoweth nof.

d. He hath not rend or seen any ancient deed or eanveyvance made by
Wilter Wells for settling the Innds in Bumnsdogton upon Roboert Wells
grandfather of the complainant Jobn Wells, nor never had any such deed
in his eustody, neither doth he know where any such deed {5 remaining.

4. This deponent had in his custody a deed of entail, dated 5 July 13 James
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[1615], wherehy the messunge and land in Burminglon wers settled and
entailed by Robert Wells the grandfather and Tobert Wells the father of
the complainant John Wells to friends in trust, to the use of Thomas Wells,
satantd son of Robert Wella the grandfather, upon an intended marringe to
be solemnized between the snid Thomas Wells and one Alice Toms, viz.,
to the use of Thomas Wells for life, and after his decenze to Alice, his intended
wife, for o jeinture, and after their decenses o the use of the Leirs of the
bodieq of the said Thomas and Alice, and, for want of sueh i=sue, to the use
of the right heirs of Roberl Wells the younger for ever, und two other deeds
more of the lands in guestion, one from Richard Wells and the other from
John White, both of Sturton, all which deeds this deponent delivered to the
defendants, Georpe Neale and Richoard Bamon or one of them, and they
promiged to deliver them again to this deponent within two or three days
then after, which they never did; and this deponent believeth that the same
deetls are still remaining in the custody of Georgre Neale or Richard Samon
ar one of them.

i, As to the lands in Burmington to be conveved to Robert Wells, grand-
futher to the compluinant John Wells; and o the heirs males of s body,
this deponent cannot otherwise dopose than as formerly he hath deposed.

ti. This deponent hoth heard fhat there was heretofore a difference between
the eomplainant John Wells and James Fynes, Esq., and others, as’he
believeth, soncerning the lands in question,

‘E:tllcn Wells of Blorton, eo. Warwick, widow, aged G0 years or thereabouts,
Bt

1, Bhe knoweth and did know all the partics named in this interrogatory
except Walter Wells,

2. She hath heard her father, Thomas Wells, say that Walter Wells was
owner of the lands in Tidmington, Bormington, and Storton, but what
conveyvance Walter Wells made of them this deponent knowath not.

Thomas Blackborne of Tidmington, vo. Woreester, husbandman, aged 00
wyears or therenbouts, eaith:

1. He knoweth all the parties, plamtifis and defendants, and did know
Robert Wells, grandfather to the complainant John W'L*fis, and Robert
Walls, futher of the complainant, but did not know Walter Wells; and
Robert Wella the grandfather and Robert Wells the father of the complain-
ant died about twenty years since, but [le] doth not know when or how long
since Walter Wells dicg.

2, Thia deponent hath heard that Walter Wells was geized in foe or of
some estate of inheritance of and in & mes=zunee and two yardlands and a half
in Tidmington, co. Worcester, and a messuage and two yardlands and a half
in Burmington, co. Warwick, snd two oloses in Ditchiord, co. Warwiclk;
and [he] hath divers times heard that Walter Wells did prant the promises in
Tidmington, Burmington, snd Ditehford to Robert Wells, deveased, grand-
father to the complainant John Wells, as this deponent hath heard, in con-
sideration of natural love and affection, and to continne the lands in his nnme
and blood.

3. This deponent never heard or did gee any ancient deed or conveynnoe
made from Wilter Wells of any lands to Robert Wells, mrandiather to {he
complainant John Wells, neither doth this deponent lnow where the said
desd or eonveyanee i remaining, if any such [there] were.

4. There was o deed or convevance of the messunge and lands in Bur-
mington, whereby the suid lands were conveyed to friends in truse, to the uss
of Thomas Wells, second son to Robert Wells grandfather to the eom-
plainant John Wells, for life, and after his decesse to his wife for her jointure,
if she survived the said Thomas, and after their deceases to their heirs, and,
for want of such issue, then to remain to the right heirs of Roberd Wells



The English Ancestry of Gov. Thomas Welles 17

the ﬁungﬂr for over, to which deed this deponent was & witness, and did
see the anme sealed nnd delivered, and hath sinee heard the same desd read
in the house of Nicholss Hunt; and the same deed was thon in the eustody
of the said Nicholas Hunt, but where the sting is now remnaining this deponent
knoweth not.

5. This deponent hath heard that Walter Wells died without issue of his
hody lawiully begotten,

Richard Hunt of Burmington, formerly on behalf of the defendants and
now examined on the plaintifis’ behalf, saith: :

4. This deponent hath seen and read o desd or convevanece heretofore
remaining in the hands of Niehollas Hunt, this deponent’s father, whereby
the messunges and lands in Burmington were entailed or otherwize settlod
to friends in trost, to the use of Thomes Wells, second son to Robert Wells
grandfuther to the compliinant Joln Wells, for life, and some jointure to his
intended wife, if she survived him, and to the heirs of their two bodies, nnd,
for want of such issue, then to the right heirs of Robert Wells, father to the
complainant John Wells, und his heirs for ever, ns this deponent verily
belisveth, which said decd hath been remaining for the most part in the
eustody of this deponent's futher, Nicholus Hunt, ever since Thomas Wells
travelled bevond sen until about & year and o half since; but Nicholas
Hunt delivered the deed to the defendants, George Neale and Richard
Samon, who promised to redeliver the same to him sgnin within & short
timvuu;'d but the deed, as this deponent believeth, is still in their or one of their
oustody,

8. This deponent believeth that one Richard Hull had contracted with
one Mr. Spngge for half s yardland, part of the lands in Birmington in
question; but what the reason was that he did not procesd this deponent
knoweth not. One Greenway, who formérly rented the said lands, left the
same becnuse there was like to be strifeland eontenlion about the title of
the said lunds:

Erasmung Adkins of Sibbord, eo. Oxford, yeoman, aged 50 years or there-
abouty, aaith:

f. About 12 or 14 years since this deponent went with the compluinant
John Wells to the house of Mr. Fines in North Newington, eo. Oxford, and
wes present whon the complainant told Mr. Fines that lie heard Lord Sayoe
and he would sell the land in Burmington, which would be a wrong to him,
and Mr, Fines told the complainant that one Mr. Srigze [stc] did speak to
him to use his namie in some thing, it might be it was in this thing,

Robert Hemminges of Burmington, co. Warwick, yeoman, aged throe-
soore years or thercabouts, saith: _

8. Richard Fall hath divers times told this deponent that lie had an
intent to have bought half s yardland, pareel of the land in question, but
that the complsinant John Wells persuaded him to the contrary, for, ss
he affirmed, it belonged to him; and this deponent heard the complainant
eay that he had done the like to the defendants George Neale nnd Richard
Samon before they purchased.

John Thornebury of Tidmington, co. Worcestor, yeoman, aged 40 years
or thereabcuts, sxith:

7. About 12 years sinee the complainant John Wells met this deponent
in Shipston market and desired him to go along with him, for he had an
order to serve upon the defendant George Neale,  Whereupon this deponent
went along with the eomplainant to the said defendant, and produced an
order, and offered to read it to the defendant Neale; but Neale said he
eared not for it, bub said that, if the owners would sell it, he would buy it.
But whether he had bought it before or not this deponent knoweth not,
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neither enn this deponent tell whether the order wers for payment of the
maney mto the Court or not,

Thomas Woodford of Hooke Norton, eo. Oxford, veoman, aged threcscore
and nine years or therenbouts, sajth: N

8. This deponent, having some business to speak with Richard Samon
the elder, on & Beptember 1647 repaired to the house of Richard Samon the

ger, where Richard Samon the elder then was. and after eonferénce
tween them he demanded of Richard Samen the elder wherefore he woald
buy the land in question, the title being uncertain and in econtroversy.
This dEImﬂl!l'lt. told him it were better for him to Iet it alone and keep his
money i his purse,and that the complainant Johin Wells wished this depo-
nent to tell him g0 moeh, and more, that he should never enjoy it quietly
while he lived, for he had o good title to it. Richard Samon the elder made
answer that he had the land in z=ion, which was eleven pomntsin the
Inw, nnd that he did not esre what the complainant John Wells could do,
and that be should suddenly have three warrsnts upon several writs against
the complainant which he desired this deponent to exeeute for Lim, savin
he would loy the éomplainant gnfe encugh: and the defendant Richa
Samon told this deponent also that, what money soever was spent in clearing
the title of the land, it would eost him, the defendsnt Samon, nothing, or
words to that effect.

Willm. Rose of Willington, co. Warwiclk; yeoman, aged 35 years or there-
aliouts, snith:

4. About twp years sinee this deponent was af the honse of one Nicholas
Hipit of Burmington, eo. Warwick, where he saw and read o teed, whereby
thae lands in Burmington, being the lands in questicin, were conveyod to
friends in trust frem Robert Wells the elder nnd Robart Wells the younger,
prandfather and father to the eomplainant John Wells, to Thomuas Wells,
seponid son to Hobert Wells the elder, during has life, and to Alice Toms, hiz
intended wife, during ber life, if she survived him, and to the i=ue of their
two bodies, and, for want of sueh issne, thén to the vicht heirs of Roberd
Wells the younger for ever. The deed wforesaid was delivered by Nicholas
Hunt to the defendsnts George Neale and Riclinrd Samon, upon condition
that they should redeliver it to him aomin within a short time; and this
deponent verily bolieveth that the deed is atill remaining in the ecustody of
Georze Neale or Richard Samon or ane of them,

0. Thiz deponent henrd Richard Hall say that he refuzed to buy part of
the Innd now in question because the complamsnt John Weills made elaim
to it

{Bigned] Willm. Hyckes, Richard Randall, Richard Croft, Willm. Barnes,

[Endorsed] 4th Now, 1651,

[Dther records show that (George Neale and Giles Tomes had ohtained an in-
Junotion against Joln Wolls to quiet their possission of the Barmington property,
and that he violited the injunction and was *commatied Lo the prson of the
Fleete:"  (Decrees and Orders in’ Chancery, 1648, B no. 102, fola, 106, 191,
250, 281, BGR, ﬂTS.; i

The foregoing depositions, besides. confirming some of the allymtions of the

sleadings; show that the grandiather of Gov. Thomss Welles was Thomsa
Welles, brother of Walter Welles; that the complainant John Welles was the
Governor's nephew, nnd that the Governor, when he F‘Imdb;"'-_tﬂd_'-“ New England,
taok with hini nll his six children, whose nomes in the depositions are tho sime
ancl i the same ovder s thoss given in the Governor's will,  The depositions
ivie nlen the ages of the oldest and youmgest child; ot there is o discrepancy
etwoen the statement of Nicholas Hunt, who siid that he belioved that the
aldest child was nbout 13- years ofd when they wont sway, and the statement
of his son, Richard Hunt, who said that the oldest, child was then 17 years of age
ar thereabouts. The depositions ulso identify the wife of John Robbins, the
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Wethersfiold (Conn.) settler, whose name was Mury, us the sister of the co

pladnant John Welles and therefore o nicoe of Governor Welles, thus elearin

1§p the m_ynu‘.rly of the "“Cossen Hobina" to whise children the Governor left
100 by his will.]

Frou Propare Reconns

Administration on the goods of Trovas Weniss, late of Wychford [co.
Wharwick], deceased, was granted 8 October 1558 to Walter Welles of Trad-
ington, oo, Woreester, farmer, brathor of thi decessad, for the use and benefit
of Robert and Ann, natural children of the said Thomas Welles, until one
of them aftain the age of twenty-one years. Burety: Humphrey Whyte of
Whichford, farmer. [No inventory filedi] (Woreester Probate Registry,
vol. B, part 1, fo, 53.)

The Will of Warrsr Wenis of Tredyngton, in the Diocese of Worcester,
yeoman, dated 1 December 1577, To be buried in the ehureh or churchyard
of Tydmington [Tredyngton struck out], to which church I give fs. 81. To
every of my godehildren one sheep.  Tooovery poor botscholder in Tyd=
myngton, where I now dwell, 12d. To every poor househiolder in Burmyng-
ton 12d. To the poor people in Shypston upon Stower s, 8d. amongst them,
To every one of my couzin Robert Wells's ehildren of Stollerton 32 4d.. To
cvery one of my cousin Walter Wells's children of Stollerton 8z, 4d. To my
eousin Willm. Bybbert[?] of Glouclester] 40s. To every one of eousin
Humfrey [tame etraek out] ehildron of Long Compton one sheep, To
John Cotterell of Shypston upon Stower one cow. To Wyllm. Huntt of
Solford Magna one cow. “Tbm my wyll ¥s that 3 the heyres males by the
body of Robert Wells the youngs (of Tydmyngton where T now dwell) do
not paye Isabell Wells the daughter of the sayd Robert st suche tyme us
the sayd Isabell shall accomplish xviij yeires towards the p'ferment of her
marrage twenty pounds st one hole paymeot then T wyll that Thomas
Brayne & Humfrey Joynor my feofees in trust of my heredymts in Dyeliford
in the County Warr ghall stand sensed of all the same heredytaments to the
st of the savd Tsabell untyil my sayd foofees shall have Jovied to the nse of
the sayd Isabell of the p'fitts of the sayd lands twenty pounds. all the rest
of my goods I geve to my kinsman Robert Wells my brother Thomas Wells
gonne: which Hobert I make sole Executor.?” ' Owverseers: John Cottorell of
Shypstan upon Stewer, Wyllm, Hunt of Solford Magna, and Humirey Joynor
of Long C«mm. Witnesses; Brent, Humire Joyner, Thomas
Brayne, and Willme Brent, Sums owing: to one Johne Tooloy, son of Rych-
ard Taoleye, 355 to Willm, Wells of Warr [? Warwick], 20s.; to Thomas
Wells of Stollerton, son of John Wells, 2s.  Sums duer [from] Thomss
Breynehopp, 23s.; John Dodd, 36s.  Proved af Worcester 8 July 1575

Inventory of the goods of Walter Wells 'of Tydmlinjeton, decensed, talen
0 December 1577 by Willm. Atkyns, Joht Haneoeke, Rychard Hodigkyns,
and Willm. Hunt, £93. 2= 8d. (Worctstar Probote Hegistry, 1578, no. 45.)

The Will of Roneny Wenies of Tydmington [eco. Woreester], dated 10
Jung 1627, I bequeath my body to the ohiveshynrd of Tydmington. To my
children, Samuel, Hannsh, Mary, and Hester, all my goods whatsosver, to
b equally divided amongst them when they come {0 elghteen years of npe.
Exveutord: my brother Thomns Welles and Frismus Atkine, (o disposs of
my gaods to the use of my children and to allow them present maintenance
out of them immodiately after my dedease and to deliver their portions
tunto them when they come to eighteen Fearm of age. Whereas niy land
after my decesse doth deseend upon my son John, the entuil not being cat
off, my =aid son hath promised, upon eondition that T shall not eut off the
entail, that he will allow the house and land, with all the profits and com-
modities thereunto belonging, to be disposed of by my executors for the use
of my other children before-named and for the bettering of their portions
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until my son John eome to the full agre of one and tweniy vears and two
months, my executors allowing him for his mamtenance £10 o year out of
the land, and he hath further promised to give to my son Samuel, for the
bettering of his portion, £150, to be paid to him within six years after my
goti John eometh to the sge of one and twenty, which I, Robert Welles, do
aeeepl of from my son John, and in consideration thereof T promize not to
out off the entail.” If any of my forenamied children, Samuel, Hannah, Mary,
or Hester, ghall misdemenn themselves in their carriages or not be ruled by
my executors, either in their marringes being disposed of [or] in places for
their choiee of educalion, it shall be in the power of my executors to abata
what they shall think fit out of the porfions of any such of them that will not
be ruled as aforesasd and lo give it to such others of them as they shall think
fittest. I{ any of them die under the age of eightesn years, their portions
[are] to be equally divided amongst the survivors. 1 desice my hrother
Willign Tymms to join in the exeeutorship with my foresaid exteutors,
[Bigned] Robert Welles.  Withesses: Tho: Wells, John Welles.  Proved
before Willinm Whateley, viear of Bunbury [eo. Oxford], 7 Febronry 1627 /8,
by Thomas Wells, brother of the eaid devensed and one of the cxecutors
named in the will, power being reserved to Erasmus Atking and Willlam
Tymms, (P.C. Q. Barringion, 13.)

Trowm tog Panso Reaisters oy Waicnronp, co. WARWICE,
1540-1600°
Buaptisins
1540 Robt. Welles of Bturton § Novembar.
1557 Robt. Welles of Sturton 15 June.
1550  Tzabell Welles of Sturton 13 Aupust.
15600  Willm. Welles of Sturton 10 Ogtober.
1561  Nicholas Welles of Sturton § November.
1561 John Welles of Sturton § February [1561/2].
1561 Nichalns Welles of Sturton 1 Mareh [1561,/2],
1562 Nicholas Welles of Sturton 3 September.
1563 Ellys Welliz of Sturton 20 September.
1503 Anne Welles of Sturton 7 November.
1665  Anne Welles of Sturton 14 Aarch [1563/4].
1664  Margerie Wellos of Sturton 300 July.
1566 Water Welles of Sturton 2 February [1566,/7).
1667  Elen Welles of Sturton 20 April.
1568 Nicholas Welles of Sturton 14 Oetober,
1560 Elizabethe Welles of Sturton 14 Oetober.
1560 Thomas Welles 6f Sturton 23 Janoary [1568/70].
1560 Thomas Welles, son of Water Welles of Sturton, 3 Febroary [1560,/70].
1571 John Welles of Sturton 26 May.
1671 Joane Walles, daughter of Byed, Welles of Sturton; 7 October.
1572 Telwarde Welles of Sturton 22 Mareh [1672/3]. 4
1575 Willm. Welles, son of Water Welles of Sturton, 16 October,
1578 Rychard Welles, #on of Rychard Welle of Sturton, 8 November.
15582  Anme Welles, daughter of Thomas Welle of Sturton, 13 April.
1583 Hellen Welles, danghter of Thamas Welles of Sturton, 2 December.
165497 Lowranes Welles, son of Tho: Wellea of Sturton, 10.June.
1500 Ales Welles, daughter of Thomas Welles of Sturton, 16 December.
1504  Willo. Welles, son of Thomas Welles of Sturton, 31 January [1594/5].
15897 Marie Welles, daughter of Waterler [or Waterber] [sie] Welles, Junior,
of Sturton, 17 May.
*The parish of Whishford [neluded 11n hamlet of Btourton, on the Hiver Blour, three and one-

hnll miles soathenst from Shipeton-op-Stour, The pardsh registers beégin in 1540, but after 1600
thore nre oo yntriss o them that refer to Robert Welles, the {nther of Gov, Thomes Welles,
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Water Welles, son of Water Welles of Sturton, 3 November.
Willm. Welles, son of Nicholas Welles of Sturton, § Ovtaber.
Marriaged
Thomas Warkeman and Margeric Welles 14 November,
Phi and Joane Weles 24 May.
Thomas Welles and Elizabeth Bryan 28 Ootober,
Robit. Warkeman and Jane Welles 1 February [1550,/00],
Willm. Tasker of Hookenorton and Margeric Welles of Sturton 5
November.
Chnqtnphur Bewington of Honington and Ellen Welles of Sturton
“maried hears' 16 October,
Water Welles of Bturton and Anne Fisher of Longemipton, at Long-
ciipton, 4 Febroary [1594./5].
Churlm Welles of Longempton and Elizabethe Waller of  Ascott
“muried henra' 5 [7] Janunry [1505/4].
Jumes Egleston of Teysoe and Hlizabethe Welle of Ascott 4 August.

Buriala
John Welles of Starton 17 February [1547 /8]
Eﬁimlznztl}h? Welles, wife of Thomas Welles of Sturton, 11 January
1h52/3].
Thomas Welles of Sturton 2 Deecmber.
Apnes Welles of Btarton 18 Aurust,
' Thomas I?i"nllas of Bturton was burisd the xxth daie of
Eli ::ﬁE:the Welles of Sturton 4 Octaber.
Isabell Welles of Sturton 21 September.
Robt. Welles of Sturton 20 July.
Whater Welles of Sturton 13 Oetober,
Anne Walles of Stirton 18 Novembar,
Eillen Welles of Sturton 27 Navember,
Ehrnbethe Welles of Sturton 27 Oélaber,
Isabell Welles, wife of Robt. Welles of Sturton, 15 January [1507/8].
Water Wolles, Sentar, of Sturton 25 Februnry [1597 /5],
Water Welles, Junior, of Bturton 15 April.

From Lay Svnsipies ror co. 'WaARWICE®

Whichford. Robert Wellyz in poods [valuation] 408, [Amount
of tax illegible,  He was the only Wells taxed in
the parish in that year] (1927122
Burmington. Nycoles Huntt in goods [valuation] £8. [tax] 2s.
8d. (192/153.)
Wa{ii: ‘g‘i"ollﬂ in goods [valuation] £13. [tnx] 7s 8d
Whicalford, Thgann.&(}'fglh in goods [valuntion] £8. [tax] 2«
Willinm Wells in 'goods [valuntion] £9. [tax] 8s.

(fh.)
Burminglon.  [Roll illegible.] (108/237.)

Friom Lay Svssies vor co. Woncrsren®
Tredington. Walter Wells in goods . (200/180
Tidmington.  Walter Wells in goods [valuation] £0. {Lnx! G,
[the largest tax in the parish]. (Fb.)

*Preservod in the Public Heeond Ofice, London,
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From the {oregoing records it appears that there was a Welles family
in the puvigh of Whichiard, co, Warwick, ns early as 1523, when
Robert Wellys wes taxed on goods valued ot 40s. In 1542 Thomas
Wells, perhaps & son of the Hobert of 1523 and almost certainly the
grandfuther of Goyv. Thomns Wellss of Conneclicut, was taxed in
Whichford on poods valued ot £8: and a William Wells, who was
taxed there in the sime year on goods valued at £0, may have been
a brother of Thomas. A Walter Wells who was taxed at Burming-
ton, co. Warwick, in 1542 on goods valued at £13 was probably
idenfieal with the Waller Wells who was taxed on goods at Treding-
ton, co, Worcester, in 1558 and on goods valued at £9 af Tidminglon,
co. Woreester, in 1570, This Waltor Wells of Tredington and Tid-
mington is known to have been a brother of Thomas Welles; the
grandiather of the Connecticut Governor, The parish registers of
Whichford, which begin in 164), confain records of the baptisms,
marriages, and burials of many of the Welles surname; and, although
it is possible to assign positively to only a few of thess persons their
proper plices in the fumily to which Governor Welles belonged, yot
these entried down to the end of the sixteenth century have been
given among the preceding records, in the hopa that further senrch
may bring to light documents that will delermine the identity of
some of these individunls, TFrom the English records given above
and from American records Chereafter the following pedigree is
believed to be established.

15 Wennes, perhaps the Robert Wellvs who was taxed at
Whichford, co, Warwick, in 1523, was the father of at least two of
the following children (order of births mmbkuown):

2.0, Toomas. v sl

i, Wanrsn, of Tredington and Tidmington, co, Worcester, yeaman,
the testutor of 1577, . without surviving issue befween 1 Dee.
1577, the dute of his will, ind 0 Des. 1577, when his inventory wis
taken. He was toxod at "I"ruf.l.i.uFtun in 1558 and at Tidmington
in 1570, his thx at Tidmington of 84 on goods valued at £0 being
the largest tax of that yearin the parich. He i probably the
Walter Wells who was taxed st Burmington, co, Warwick, in
1542, on goods walued at £I18, and he had property nlsa nt Ditch-
ford, oo, Warwick, On'8 Ocf. 1558, being then o 'l'rm_.i:in]{tcm, he
wad appointed sdministrator of the estate of his brother Thomas
Welles, decensod, In his own will be left logavics fo several of his
relatives, and made Is kinsman Robert Wells, son of his brother
Thamaa Wells, his residuary legates and sale exeoutor,  Accordin
to the doposition of Nicholus Hunt he had o son Willimm, who d,
at the age of 15 o 10 years.®

®Accarding Lo dopositions in the Cheneery suit of Walls v, Neale el ol taken aboot 1850,
Walter Wellos, thn testator of 1577, bl two oller oephewn, Hichand Wells nod Thomnas Walls,
whe wera brioihers, bit the neepse of thebr Gilier Jdoes noe sppeer. The regdnters ol Whishiord
mhiow At Josmn Wnllon, datightor ol Richend Wellms 'of Btourton, wae haptized 7 Cot, 1571, and
that Hichned Wolles, snoo of Ttichard Wolls'of Stourton, wes baptised 8 Now. 1675 Thin lost-
nieaitoned 1tchined s appneenily the depobent in-the Ohsneery wsoit, who wee uged shoat 70 ar
theseabouis whan he depoem] wod-who stotsd that bin fntler, Richnnd Wells, wnid Lis gioele, Thibmea
Wells, ware nephews of Wolter Wells, the teatator of 1577,  Ellen Wella of Stourton, widow, dona
of the depononts In the Cluncery sult; gave ber dge s ahout 50 or thoroabouts and stated that
Thomas Walls waa bier fnther. Pochape she wpa the flellen Welles, daughior of Thoons Welles
of Stourton, who wos hopilasd 3 Dee. 1580, did in it ense sle anust hnve meeebod o Wiolles;
‘The parish reginters of YWihishfard alow {hat thore wan anotler Walter Wellos (porhnps 8 nephew
of Walter Wellss of Trecington and Tidmington); who was of Stourton by Whiskiond and had
severnl oldldren,
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. Winmras (perhaps & brother of Thomss and Walter), who was taxed
ot Whichford in 1542 on goods walaed ot £0 and may s heen
the {ather of some of the ehildron whose haptisms nre revorded
on tho carly pages of the Whichford registors,

Prolnbly others,

2. Taomas WeLLEs, of Stourton in Whichford, co. Warwick, was
Buried there 30 Aug. 1558, He probably married fvst Euiza-
BETH , wha was buried at Whichiord 11 Jan. 1552
[1552/3]; and secondly, at Whichford, 28 Oot. 1553, Huiza-
BETH Brvay, who was porhaps the Elizabeth Welles of Stour-
ton who was buried 4 Owt, 1558,

He is presumably the Thomas Wells who was taxed at
Whichford in 1542 on goods valued at £8, the tax being 25, 8d.
Administration on his estate wis granted, 8 Oct, 15568, to his
brother Walter Wells of Tredington, co. Woreester, for the
benefit of his children, Robert and Ann, until one of them
should attain the age of twenty-one years,

Children by Grst wile:

i Awmw, under 21 on 8 Oot, 1558,

4. i, Ronent, under 21 on 8 Oct, 1568 aod probably the Robert Welles
of Btotrton who woa bapt. 0 Nov. 1540,

3. Rosenr Wewres (Thomos), l}ml:uhl_',' the Robiert Welles of
Stourton in Whichford, co. Warwick, who was baptized 6 Nov.
1540, and undor 21 on 8 Oct, 1558, died about 1619, He mar-
ried Anicy y who was living 5 July 1615,

_His uncle, Walter Wells, in his will of 1 Dec. 1577, made
him his residuary legatee and sole exccutor.
Children: i
i.  Roamwt, of Tidmington, eo. Worcoster, the testntor of 1627, d.
bietwesn 10 June 1627, when his will wis doted, nod T Feh, 1627 /8,
when it was proved by his brother Thomss, one of the executors;
m. JOAN [¥ Tysimu], who wes living in 1615 but evidently
i, biefors her husband, -
Children, nuned in their fnther's will: 7
1. John, under 21 in 1027. He wea the vomplainenl in the
Chaneery suit of 1048,  Tis eldest son, Robert, wos shout
18 ypurs old in 1048; and he lpd o younger son, Richaed,
anel perhinps other ehilidoen,

Samuel, under 18 in 1027,

Hannul':, under 18 in 1027,

Mary, under 18 in 10627; d. ol Wethersfield, Counn., 30 Aug.

1660; m. John Hobbind, the Wethersfield sottler,
5. Hester, under 18 in 1627,
4, i, Tuosmas, Governor of Conneetioul,

4, Gov. Toomas Woines (fRobert, Thomas), born in England,
died at Wethersfield, Conn., 14 Jan, 1659/00. He married
first, in England, soon after 5 July 16815, Auier Tosmes, who
died in Connecticut probably not later than 1646, daughter
of John Tomes; and seeondly, in Connecticut, about 1646,
Euzasera (Desmivg) Foors, who died between 16 Aug.
16882 and 3 Bept. 1683, sister of John Deming and widow of
Nathaniel Foote, both of Wethersfield,

it b
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On & July 1615, shortly before his first marriage, his father
and older brother settled on him a house and lands in Burm-
ington, oo, Warwick, and he proved his brother's will, as one
of the executors, 7 Feb, 1627/8. He owned, probably before
he left England, one share in the Piseatiqua patent of lands
in what is now Dover, Durham, Stratham, and parts of New-
ington and Greenland, N. . Among the other owners were
Lord Say and Sele, Lord Brook, Sir Richard Saltonstall, Sir
Arthur Haslerigg, Mr. Bosville, Gov. George Wyllys of Fenny
Compton, co. Warwick, Rev. Ephraim Huit, who had been
astor at Knowle and later at Wroxall, co. Warwick, and
Villinm: Whiting (the lust three Connecticut settlers), who
gerem fo have seguired this old Hilton patent about 1633,
In 1639 Governor Welles writes thal he and Me, Whiting had
the “disposeing” of the sffairs committed to them by the
company in Fngland.

He emigrated to New England with his six children after
20 Aug. 16385 and before 5§ Apr. 1686, He was with his wife in
Boston, Mass,, 9 June 1646, sand perhaps had a house at
Cambridge, Mnss,, 8 Feb, 1635/6, He settled at Hartford,
Cann,, lig home lot being opposite that of Gov. George
Wyllye, on what iz now Governoy Street.  The first mention
of Gov. Thomas Welles in the Connecticut Colony records is
under date of 28 Mar. 1687, when he wis member of a Court
held at Hartford. Affer that his name appears on almost
every page of the Conneetiout Colony records until hig death
in 1659/60. THe acted as o mogistrate at the General Court
held 1 Moy 1657, and wus o magistrate every year thereafter
until his death. e was clected trensurer of the Colony in
1639 and served until 1641, and was again eleptod to this
office in 1648 and served until 1652. He was seerctary from
1640 until 1648, alternate commissioner of the United Colonies
in 1048, and commissioner of the United Colonies in 1640 (in
Boston). He was again appointed commissioner in 1054, buf
did not serve, and he was commissioner again in 1659, Al
though the Connectieut records do not mention it, the Massn-
cliusetts archives prove that he, & mapisteate, and Lieut.
Dawid Wilton, & deputy of the Connecticut General Court,
were sent in 1653 as o committes, with two agents from the
New Haven Colony, to treat with the Governor, Counecil,
General Court, ete., of the Massachusetts Bay Colony about
a war with the Duteh at Manhattan and the correct interpre-
tation of the Articles of Confederntion. Gov. John Haynes
died before B Jan. 1653/4 (not in Mur. 1654, as is generally
ghated), and the freemen in Peb, 1653,/4 chose Thomeas Welles
moterator of the General Court,  In 1654 also hie was elected
Deputy Governor, and, in fhe absonee in England of Edward
Hopking, the new Governor, he presided af all the meetings of
the Genernl Court for & year. He was elected Governor in
1655 and 1658 and Deputy Governor again in 1656, 1657, and
1659, It is an interesting fuet that, when he was elected
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Governor in 1658, his oldest san, John, was elected a magis-
trate and his youngest son, Samuel, a deputy to the General
Court, so that he presided over a Court in which one son sat
as i magstrate and another as a deputy. From the beginning
of his services to the Colony he was on the most important
eommittees, such as that in 1639 to complets the Fundamental
Orders, another in the syome voar to treat with Mr. Fenwick
of the Saybrook Colony about a treaty of eombination (the
United Colonies), and committees for making eriminal laws
(1642}, to enlarge the libertics of the Patent (1645), to draw
up the agreement with Mr. Fenwick (1648), efe. Deeds
indicate thut Governor Welles moved his residenee from Hart-
ford to the adjoining town of Wethersfield between 16 May and
10 October 1646, about the time of his second marringe. The
Conneeticut State prison at Wethersfield is on land that
belonged fo Governor Welles, and the house used as the
warden’s residence was built by his great-great-grandson,
Solomon Welles, qu‘ {1721-1802). There is no space here to
mention Governor Welles's other services to the Colony or
the part he took in Hartford and Wethersfield town affairs,
Besides his constant attention to the public service, he seems
to have been interested in improving the Indinns, for in 1658
the commissioners of the United Colonies, for the encourage-
ment of the Indians at Wethersfield who attended Mr. Pierson
and refrained from powwowing and labor on the Lord’s Dy,
ordered that six yaris of trading clath be delivered to Deputy
LGovernor Welles, to be distributed among the prineipal
Indinns. That he was a man of some edueation is ﬁLtwm by
the fact that the inventory of his estate contained an item of
“Books English and Latine,” Six letters of Governor Welles
{four originals and two eopies) have been preserved, and two
of these have not been published.

Saddened by the death of his daughter Mary and the recent
deaths of his son John, the mapistrate, and his niece, Ma
Itobhins, Governor Welles died 14 Jan. 1659/60, “very sud-
dainly,” as Governor Winthrop wrote, “being very well at
supper and dead before midnight.” His will, dated 7 Nov.
1659, was presented to the Parbicular Court 11 Apr. 1660.
He made Mr. John Taleott and Mr. John Cotton, teacher at
Wethersfield, the overscers of his will; but, as Mr. Taleott
had died on 23 Mar. 1659/60, the General Court, on 11 Apr.
1660, appointed Willinim Wadsworth and John Deming, Sr.,
to assist Mr. Cotton in the administration of the estate.
Governor Welles's inventory, taken 30 Jan. 1659/60 by John
Cotton and John Deming, smounted to £1069, 8z, 2d.

Chilidren by first wife, born in Iingland:*

& i Jomw,

0. di. Tumosas.

7.l Samunn.

*Nichalus Huant daposed thut bo liid heard that thers wos anothier sob, born in New Englund,

rnd Nathouiel Goodwin gives the names of two other sops, Holort nnd Josoph, but no record of
nny al thess has been (ound,
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iv, Mamy, d. in Connéeticub, prolmbly before 7 Nov. 10638, for her
fu.ther‘ in his will of that d.ute, hequeathed to “My 'leLughtﬂr
Maryes Children;” .,

v. Axx, d. before 19 Ocl, 1680; m. (1) 14 Apr. 1646 THosas THos-
BON, who d. 20 Apr. lf'ua, w, (2] Axraosy Hawkms, who was
Inter one of the patentees of the Connobtieut Charter, "Upon her
firsh marriage ler futher conveyed to her and her husband one-
half of & lomse and farm in Farmington, Conn., where they settied
amid werh J:I.nlﬂllﬁ the first members of the church.  Thomas
Thomson was s deputy to the General Court in 1650 and o con-
atable in 1653,

Children by first hushand (surname Thomann) :
1. Bealrice, bapt. 17 Jan: T047; m. Parker,
2, Jokn, m. 24 Oat. 1670 I'-[li'ﬁ:l Steale.
8 U ’honm, m. E[ma.hel:h &
4. Mary, bapt. 7 June 1058; m! 20 Moy 1673 Samuel Huwley:
. - Egter, b AT Jum 1455; m. Fridley,
Childdren by second hushand” (surname Hawking):
B, Saroh, bapt. in June 1657; d. before 5 Ben, 1675,
i ..E‘Imduiﬁ b, in’ 1659; m. 30 Oct. 1678 ‘Paul Brinsmead of
E‘.\Lml.i'hrtlr_ Conn.
8 H'rmhn-’- k. in 1641,
vi. Banan, b - about 1631; d. 12 Dev. 1608, n;i?d (i (grfweqtom}, i,
in Feh. 1653/4 Carr, Joay Cuester of Wethershield.
Childeen (surnome Cheater) -
1., Mary, b, 23 Dee. 1654; . 10 July 1068%; m. 14 Feb. 1677
in Woleott of Fast Windsor, Conn.

.‘Ju;; Jokn, b 10 June 1656 o 14 Dee. 17115 m. 25 Now.
1688 Hannah Tuleott, dnug!itﬁr of Samuel Taleott of
Wiethersfinld.

3. Sargh, b.in Nowv, 1657; do 3 Aug: 1723; m. &5 Dee. 1680

Simon Wolcott of Windaor, Conn.
4. b!:fhm, b. 26 May 1660; d. 9 Feb. 1697/8; m. 17 Dee. 1601
: Iudi.mn Treat, tjmlg:hter of Lieut, Jomes Trest of Wethers-
. eld.
5 Thanm, b 23 Mar. 1662: d. 4 Dee. 1712; m. 10 Dee, 1634
Troat, davghter of Richard Treat ul' Wethersfield.
fi. Sa.lu:u b 23 May 16643 d, 12 Aay 1689,
o oPriidence, B, 10-Daa, Iﬂl.]ll.'_l.: d. 25 May 1727 m. 17 Deo.
1681 Jiunes Treat of Wetherstiald.
Eunder, b, 7 Moy 10683 d. 16 Jung 1008; m. 17 Moy 1694
Hev. Timothy “Stevens.

]

5, Jony Wentes (Got. Thomus, Robert, ’}"Jmmu:;} born in England,
died at Stratford, Conn., hetween 7 Aug, and 18 Aug, 1659,
He married ]"Mzmt.'_r'u Bovrys, who came to New England
with Henry Tomlinson and E.Ilo_n, later wife of Arthur Bost-
wick. She suryived him and married secondly, 19 Aar.
“1662: or 63, Jolhn Wilcotkson,

Jolin Welles wazs made o freeman at the Conneeticut Gen-
eral Clourt, 10 Apr, 1645, Hie father gave him one-half of a
housge and Iands in Farmington, Conn., but he had removed
to Stratford before 2 Apr. 1652, when he sold lands theve fo
John Thompson. He was a deputy in the General Courts of
May and Cetober 1656 and May and Oetober 1657, and in the
lutter yemr was among those nominatéd “for choice to be
magistrates’ ot the next General Court elegtion. In May
1658, when his father was eleeted Governor, he was elected
magistrate, and wos elected apnin in May 1659, He was the
officer in Stratford who proved wills, took inventories, dis-
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tributed estates of intestate persons, and appointed adminis-
trators. We get a glimpse of his conduet as magistrate in
Stratford from the “New Haven Colony Repords,” wvol. 2,
p. 480, John Davenport, Jr., wrote to Goy. John Winthrop,
18/19 Aug. 1659: “8r we have lately heard y* Mt Wells,
¥* Majestroate at Stratford, is dead, of this disease, he com-
playned of & great burning in his stomach &&=  (Winthrop
MSS., vol. 12, p. 97, in the possession of the Massachusetts
Historieal Bociety.)

The will of John Welles was dated 7 Aug. 1659 and wes
proved 19 Cet. 16589, In it he bequeathed £40 o his wife,
"“to enrry with her if shee please to goe to Enpland.” The will
alao contained (heze provisions:

T freely mive to my dear and loning father my sonn Robert to he
educated and brought up ss he sees pood. . . . T desire iy father
muy haue cither this will or 8 Troe Copy of it sent him in Conugeniont
time after my decease And yf he in his wisdome plecse to alter any
thinge in it 1 loue it wholly with him Coneerning any thinge that he
may giem pood to alter.

The estate was inventoried at £461. 3s. 6d. Mr. Gold of
Stratford wrote on 11 Aug. 1729 to Rev. Thomas Prinee:
“1n this town have deceased gentlomen of note, Mr. Welles
and Mr. Samuel Sherman, Couneillors,™™"

Children;

i, Jons, b, pbout 1048: d, 24 DMoar. 1713; m. Many

LISTER).

i, DeaTuosmas, b, abont 16513 d, 7Jon, 1720; m. Erzansre .

fit. Carr. Ronewr, b about 1651; & 22 June 1714, in hig @6th year
{aecording to his ém?ﬂstunn]l' m (1) nb Wothersfield, 0 June
1676, Erzangri GoonRricH, rjmtp:hter of Enﬁ:g;;l Willinm Ciood-
rich; m. t\'i{) in Boston, Mass, 13 Oct, 1008, Many Stoboano,
He removed to Wethereficld before hig first marringe.  He was
the first of an unbroken succestion of six generations, father and
son nnmed Tobert Waelles, of Wethorafiold nnd Newington, Conn,
From him desconded Gon, Rogor Welles (1753-1795) of Wethers-
field and Newington, Roger Wellss, Eag, (1820-1904), the author
of the “Annals of Newmgton,” and the present Viee Admieal
Roger Welles, United States Navy,

iv. Teuresaxce, b, about 1654; d. nfter 1728; . at Stratford, 29
Nov, 1681, Jowarias Preaay, 8

v. Bunor. Sasuory, of Steatfield, Coon., b about 1656; di m 1720;
m, (1} »om. (2) Anpam 1

wi. Samam, b about 1665; d. 23 Mur. 1730; m. Aupioss Trosmesos of
Btratford, b. 1 Jan. 1652; d. 7 Sapt. 1742,

[? Ho-

6. Truomas Werres (Gov, Thomis, Robert, Thomas), born in Fng-
land, died st Hartford, Conn., in 1668, He marred, 23 June
1654, Hamwan | } Panrtiy, widow of John Pantey of
Hartford, She died 6 Aug. 1683,

*Conalderabile ronfusion las nxistod bocause thore wan at Stratfond, contempornneaualy with
John Welles, the magistrate, sootiwe John Wells, the gon of Hugh of Wathofufiald, and beenisn
epell ol these Jind b dauphter Barale  Joha, tha pon of Haeh, morrbed Boreals Curtis, deughter of
Willinm: Curtin of Brratiord, and appenrs o have Jeft thope aboul two years after the magintrite
died,  Juakd, in Bin "Hisary af Hadley," save that Joho Walls of Hatfeld peobably came from
Stratlord.  Snrali. dinghier of the Itter; born 28 Sopt, 1059, pinreled 1 Feh, 1637 /8 Bonjomin
Boack pl Stratfonl, while Sorah, daughiter of Jokn Welles, the magistrate, marrisd Ambrose
Thompuon,
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He was townsman ab Martford, 1655, quartermaster of the
troop, 1658, and lister, 1660. He was named as one of the
patentees in the charter of Charles IT to Connecticut, 23 Apr.
1662, and was deputy to the General Court, 1662, The com-
missioners on the Duteh boundary, from New Netherlands,
vigited Hartford 22 Oct, 1663, and recorded that they “dined
with ane Mr, Wels, whose father had been Governor at Hart-
ford.” He was nominated for assistant in 1066 and 1667, and
wis elected assistant 14 Muy 1668, He was lilled “wth a
fall from n eherrie troe,’ as we learn from Bradstreat’s Journal
(Recisren, vol. 9, p. 44). An entry in the Hartiord sexton’s
record reads: “The grave of Thomas Welles 7 feet.” The
inventory of his estate amounted to £1297. 11s.

Children:
+ Renecpam, b, in May 1655; d. 25 Fel. 1717 m. 15 Aoz, 1630
Carr, James Jopaox of Stratford.
il.  Tuosmas, b in Oct 1667; d. before 8 Nov, 1603; m. . Ha

left shildran,
Tl Sp.ita:u. b, in Apr. 1650; m ad Hartford, 7 Nov. 1678, Joun BioweLL,
it

iv. lomanon, b, in Nov. 1000: m. ot Harfford, 4 SBept: 1084, Sagan
War. He was appainted commissary of the Hxpedition of 1603
and sheff of the Uolony in 13901, _

i SAMUEL, boin Ot 1062 m. . He laft childron,

vie Josarmas, booin Bept. 1604; . unm, before 41 Owti 1687,  Thers
was litigntion over lis estate, which amounted (o B840 15s. 6d,,

; between his oldest brother and his other brothers and sistors,

vil, Josww, b in Apr. 1667; d Befars 13 June 1068, when the nventory

of lis estale was taken; m. Hoazanern -

i

7. Capr. Sasver Waenes ((or, Thomas, Rolert, Themas), born in
Frpland, died i Conneetiout 16 July 1675 (Hurtford Probato
Records). He married first, before 1660, Erizanern Hoi-
rsrer, daughter of John Hollister of Wethersfield, Conn.;
and seeondly Hawvan Lasnnnroxn, who survived him and
1&1:1:"['1'1#:;[ geeondly Lieat, Clol. John Allyn, sccetary of the

olony. ;

He settled in that part of Wethersfield which heeame
Glastonbury, He was made & freeman 21 May 1657, and was
deputy in the General Court, 1057-1661 and 1675, ensign of
the Wethersfigld trainband, 1658, lieutenant, 1665, captain,
1670, and commissioner for Wethersfield, 1685-1675. At the
outhreak of Wing Philip's Wur he was appointed, 9 July 1675,
amemberof the Council. The inventory of his estate amounted
to E1100.*

Cthildren by first wife;

i [Carr Samuen, b 13 Apr, 10805 d. 28 Adg 1731 m.-20 Juno 1883
o Ricw, dapghter of Edmund Rice of Mariboroush, Muass,
From him descended Hon, Gideon Welles, SBeeretary of the Navy

itﬁ.hn pdministrations of Presidents Lincoln and Jobnson, 1861=
186D,

"Manwnring i in arror in giving tho dats of the invonlory. The sintemont on @, 388 of vol, 2
of tha “Copportiout Colony Hacorda'® that the Councll gave instructions to bim; 1 Due, 1675,
for his maroh Eo Now Lopdin is an ercor,  The orginal record shows thint it wan Captoin Watts
to whion the Instedetions were givun.
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H. - Cayr. Tuostas, b 29 July 1002; ., 7 Dee, 1711; m, (1) nt Wethers-
field, 7 Jan. 1698,/7, Tuaserun Root, doughter of John Root of
Northampton, Mass.: m. (2) st Wethersfield, 17 Moy 1705, Jent-
guA Tuear, doughter of Licat. James Treat.

iil.  Banam, b, 29 Sept. 1664; . 20 June 1604; m. (1) 4 Dee, 1083
Ermman Hawrer of Stoatford; m. (2) Aveos Touvinsos of

7 Stratford.

iv. Mary, b, 23 Nov. 1660; d. 18 Feb. 1715; m., ts his second wife,
HanoeL Hane :

¥. -Ann, b, in 1668; d at Wethersfield in 1730; m (1) 10 July 1657
Carr, Javes Steece of Wethersfield; m. (2) 20 Nov. L1718, ns his
second wife, Jamzs Jupson of Btratford.

vi. Euzaners, b. in 1670; A Lefore G May 17487 m. 4 Apr. 1002
Dammy Spavron of Stratford.

ADDENDUM

[Reprinted from .
Tux New Exdraxo Hisrortoan asn Gexgarooican Reasmen
for Oetober, 1026)

Axtesrnr or Goy. Trovas WeLLES: Apbrrions. — Sines the publieation in
the Reamren of July 1826 of the article entitled “The Knglizh Anet‘ﬁ{.l;_j‘ of Gov.
Thomiss Walles of Conneotieut'” (vol, 80, p:{u AT8-305) additionnl information
relating to the Welles faialy and (o the Tomes family (to which Governor
Walles's wike belonged) has been seot to me by Colonel Banks nnd s herawith
submitted, together with an ahstraet of a finel concord of 1615 which was over-
looked by me in drranging the records for the article in the July issue.

Frou i Thassourrs or g Pamsn Reastens or TioMNGToN,
oo, WoncesTan®

1611 John child of Robart Welles christened 0§ August.
1612 Giles Welles and Frances Chadwell married 6 Oetober,
1613 Hanna ehild of Robart Welles ehristoned 10 Ovtober.
16 Mnry child of Robert Welles chnistensd 25 April.
1623  Hester daughter of Robt. Welles baptized 6 April.
1627  Joane Welles wife of Robt. Welles burisid 23 Muoy.
1627 Robert Welles “ afforesaacd " buried 21 June. .
1637 Samuel Wells son of John und Elizaboth Wells baptized 6 August,
From VeRT oF Finest

Final Congord made in Michaelmas Term, 13 James 1 [2-25 November 1615
batween Thomas Keoke nnd Joseph Phelps, quérents, and Robert Wells, Se., an
Alice, his wife, Robert Wells, Jr., and Joan, his wife, snd Thomas Wells, defor-
pinnts, concerming one messuage, one eottags, two gardens, two orchards, seventy
airea of land, six peres of mendow, forty seres of pasture, sod six sores of furge,
hesth, and common pusture, in Burmington, eo, ‘n:"r:l.rw.ril'_k1 with warranty nguinst
Robert, Robert, and Thomas, their heirs and assigns, (Feet of Fines, Warwick-
ghire, Michaelmas Term, 13 Jomes 1, 304.)

Froxm Propate REcorns .

The Will of Jous Toues of Marston-Sices, ed. Gloutester, dated 21 May 1602,
To my daughter Anne Tomes my lease in the manor of Marston, To the child
my wife Anne now goeth with all the residue of my lands in Marston. To my
wife Ann the gse of the abwve lends, while she remains “sole and unmerried.”
To my daughters Anne Tomes, Jonn Tomes;, and Alice Tomes £20 npiecs. To
John Geonge, my kingman, £10. To Marie kc_{‘.lr.u_. daughter of my son Willinm
Kecke, £20. Two Lhe unmarried children of my sister Alice Kecke 105, To the
children of my brother William Holtam. To the children of my brother Thomas
Altam, To my sister Joan Harrington. To my wife Agnes [si¢] the residue of

*Treserved in the Diccesan Registry, Worcester, The toanseripts for the years 1021 pud 1088-
1030 wre missing. The extant origina] reginters of 1he purish of Tidmingtion begln In 1601
fProserved in the Public Hecord Ofies, London.
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L]
my estatn, and she is to be exeoutriv. Proved 3 November 1802. [P.C.C,,
Muontague, 74.)

The entrids fom the transeripts of the Tidminfllm registers, given above,
add to our knowledes of the family of Robert Wellea (No, 3, i, of the pedigres
printec in the Recisten, vol, 80, P 800, brather of Gov, Thomas Welles, by
supplying the dates of burial of Hobert Welles and his wife and the dates of
baptism of his children John, Hannah, Mary, and Hester, his daughter Mary
appearing later in Connecticut as the wife of John Robbine of Wetherdfield, The
finnl concord of 18 Jumes I 15 the fine or agreement relating to the Burmington
praperty which was mentioned in the answers of George Neals, Giles Tomes,

Rinhurd Samon to the bill of complaint brought in Chaneery by John Wella
in 1648 (vol. B0, p. 285). John Tomes, the testator of 1002, whose will ia
E'i;nn abiove, was the father of Governor Wellea's wife, and mentions in his will
this daughter, Aliee, then o more ehild, i i

The Tomes family of Marston-Sicen, or Long Marston, in Gloucestershire
(thera ia another Long Morston in Yorkshire), some five miles northwest from
Shipaton-on-Stour in Worcesterahive, wns related to ths nrmigorous pentry amid
was mads famous by the story of how John Tomes, after the Battle of Worcester,
in 16851, concenled for one night, in his house st Marston-Siced, the royal fugitive,
Charles 11, who was dizgulsed = 4 cook's boy under the name of Will Jackson,
Thao tale in tolid ns follows in W, . Hutton's © Highways and Bywiys in Shake-
speare’s Country,” pp, 236-2871

At the ‘Rings Lodge” the ancestors of Mr, Tomes, its present posssssor,
receiverd Charles I, and gave the fugitive a night's rest, when he wae Jane
Lana's servant, on his escape from Worcester, 1t is at the end of the villape,
eouthwest of the ehurch, Happily it hos beon hardly altered at all; oulside it
ia of little mtereat, but thers are some almost untovehed rooms within. . Charlos'
own aooount of hisescape, dictated to Pepys, shows thit be 'lay at Long-Marston,’
he nnd M, Lane, after they had besn fripghted near Steatford-on-Avon by a
troop of horse, and had parted from Mrs. Lane's sister's husband,  He speals of
it ns fin tho vale of Esham.! "Bosdobel,’ the ‘Complent History of his Saored
Majesty's Most Miraculous Preservation' (1680), tells that in Mr. Tomes's
honise; *Will Tackson, being in the kitehen, in pursuanee of his disgriise, nnd the
eonle miid busy in providing supper for bor master's frienids, sho degsiced him to
wind up the Jack. Will dnckson wne obedient, and attempted it, but hit not
the right. veny, which mude the maid in pisston asic, "Whit county man are you,
that you know not how to wind up s Juek'?  Will Tackson answered very sifle-
factorily: ‘I nm a poor tennnt’s son of Colonel Lane in Siaffordshire. We saldom
have roast meat, but when we have we don’t make use of & Juek,' which in somo
measire assuaged the maid's ind.{%nntiuu. Charles atayoed thers but one night
and then ‘without any esnsiderable aceident rode by Campdon and arrived nt
an inn in Cirencestor,” " : :

The John Tomes who rendered such timely add to Chnreles ITwas the half brother
of Alice (Tomes) Wellas, the wife of Governor Welles: and T hope to be able to
communicato to the Heosren, o the near future, on article on Alice Tomes
anid her sncestry, whicli will be Lased on material collsctéd by Colong] Banks.

Bromeinlle, X, Y. Lruvni AlkEx Wioirea,
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died before that time, John Martin, the other son-in-law, is
not mentioned.  The dates of the deaths of Thomaus Welles
and his wife, ns given in the town records, corresponi with
the inseriptions copied below.”

U Tterred here the rovy of the Rev. Mr, Thomns Welles,
first Pastor of the first church of Curisrin Amesbury, whode-
departed this life July yo 10th, 1734, in yo 87th yenar of his age
amd the 62d of his ministry, having served his generation by
the will of Gon, he fell asleep, and- (we trust) enjoye a
Prophets reward—for tho' Israsl should not be Gathered,
yet woulid the faithful minister of the Gospell be glorious in
the Eyes of the Lorn" Paabirid

He married at Newbury Mareh 3, 1671, Mary Parker

CHILDILEN

John, Iken Fel. 2 10672 Abigall, borm about 1082
Lake, **  Mareh 10, 1674, Mary, i o 1684
Titus, ‘' Mareh 14, 1675 Eligzer, ' June 10, 1620
Huon, vy albiout 177, Elizabeth, ** Dee. 7, 1688
Bon, " " {H. 18 Joha, “  QOect. D, 1692

 Interred here the hody of Mrs. Mary Welles, dee’d Jan-
nary the 20th, 1727, aged 75 years, Iate wife of Mr. Thomas
Welles.

Dientlhy is not dumb 3 it bids ue all
Prepare befors by it we fall.

We know not how nor where nor when.
Fit now or never—we canoot then, ™

Procrxiror No, VII. ~

H{}H. WILLIAM WELLES, of Southold, Suffolk Co.,

L. I, wns born at or nenr Norwich, Norfolkshire,
Eng., in year 1608, and emigrated to Ameriea about 1635,
ITe was stated to have been a passenger in the ship Free
Love, of Londen, Robert Dennis, master, 10th June, 1635,
and was 27 years of age at that time, He was an educated
lawyer in England, and Iigh Sheriff of New Yorkshire on
Long Tsland.  Tlis supposed brother, Richard, came in the
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ship Globe in that year, and Willinm probably eame about
the same time. Ile landed at Salem or Boston, and in 1038
he removed with others and began the settlement of Lynn,
Masa,; where another supposed hrother, George, lind  settled,
gnd. whenee in 16840 to New [aven, Conn ., and thence with
other emigrants crossed Long lsland Sound, and founded the
town of Southeld, L. L, in 1041, where he lived the residoe
of his lifetime, and dicd Nov. 4, 1671, aged 63 years.
George settled at Southampton, L. L, at same time.

C Willinm Welles, of Southald, L. L (originally Fennyeock),
wias probably the son of Willinm Welles, 'rebondary of Nor-
wich Unthedral and Reotor of St Veter’s, Maneraflt, Norwich,
from 1508 vo his death in 1620, *'The tombstone of Preben-
dary Welles isin the churel, and near the alear, of St Peter
Maneroft at Norwich, England, and hears the Cont Armonre of
the BDarons Welles of Lincolnshire, with a borilure for differ-
ence. He was for thirty years a priest of great holiness of
life and unweariod diligenee in passoral work in Norwich,
He died May 26, 1620, aged 54"

S William Welles, of Southold, gent., Justice of the 'ence,
and 1st Sheriff of Now Yorkshire of Long lsland, whe de-
parted this life Now. 13, 1071, Ae. 63" DHorying-Ground,
Southold. Inseription:

Yea, here he lies who speakoth vel, though demd;
i On winga of fuith his soul to Hlmiven has fed,

His pious deeds amd ehnrity was such

That of his praise no pencan write (oo much,

As was his 1ife, so was (hig) hlest decense;

Hew lived in love aml swoetly dyed in pence.”

#1040 —William Welles, a resident of Souwthoeld, 1. 1, at
Kow Haven questioned about land bought of Indians, with
Mr Odell, for which be drow a dewd, ete”

1063, —Was a deputy to New Haven General Conrt, Com-
plained of J. Youngs"

* 1858, —He petitioned 1o be free from pulblie serviee. Not
granted.”
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“ 1656, —Ordered that his ex penses be paid, Tor poing o
New Haven in 10547

85T~ was elected Deputy to New Haven Court,
Did not attemd,™

© Dee. 106 . —Teveived aorelease from John Tutlill for share
of Heary and Johin Tathill's property, which eame to his
hands from his first wife Bridget, or otherwise™

1600, —Ile was acting asattorney at New Haven, Conn.,
also, Avbitrator of Southold, 1. 1. Received release from
W. Johnson, who had married Elizabeth, dr. of Henry Tut-
bl

HiG0e—He wais Hocorder of Southold,

“66l—Ile wis appointed Assistant Magistrate,”

“oas,—Ile opposid ullitiilg with Connectiont volony,
Hurtford, unider new Charter, and reported the conrse taken
te the New Haven Colony.”

“ Witid-5.—1le was appointed at New York by Gov. Nicoll
of the State of New Yook, ns Sheriff of Eust part of Long
Island.™

a5 —e was Deputy from Southobd to the New York
Colonal Assembly at Hempstead, L. I,

1671, Nov, h—Dead to his wife Mary of all his houses
and lands, goods and chattels in Southold, for maintenance
of herself and children, and with power to allot portions for

the children,™
Ile married, nbout 1646, Bei Igcrl.,@ of, Henry "Tuthill,
by whom lie had wo children. She lfed at Southolid about

1652, e married 2d, in 1650, wife named Mary, born in
oy Children:

Abizall, Born alool 1057, i Bethin,  born in 1663,
Putivnce, ** Ogt, 17, 1655 hlslic, *  in 1664,
William, ' May & U0l Mulﬂmlﬁu, * in 1660
Mary, “ mhout  16AL Annn, ogh'e 1664,

* Mary, wile of Willinm Welles, rated on 20 aeres, 24 ¢at-
tle, 8 horses, 27 sheep, ete,, £215 105" She died April, 1708,
aoed 60,

WELLES FAMILY 150

“ Family wame not troced.  She was an vxiraordinary
woman.

® Mary, wilow of Williami Welles, married]  Thomas
Mapes.™

©William Welles was nmong the most important setilers
of Southoll, L. I, after the purehnge of that town by New
Haven,  In eonsequence of the fupdamental prineiple of the
New Ilaven Colony, that ne person conlil holid office or be a
frecman but those who were mombers of the Rev, Jobn
Young's chureh, Southobl afterwards upited with the Con-
neetiont Colony.”

Winneas Wenies, somof Willinm Welles, of Norwich, Eng,,
and Southold, was born at Sonthold, L. L, May &, 1660, and
died there Chet., 16496, Marvied ot Sontheld June 1, 1081,
Elizabieth, danghtor of John Tuthill, of Sevthold, L. L
Childyen:

Willimm, born Marcho i, 1651 | Menry,  botn Fol 5, 1600,
Johm, |t Jdum. 81, 5, 1.\{-"_\'. i pear 1OUL
© B a8 —Willam Welles rated on £85."7

o ges.—Deed by him ol s mother Mary, to John Gold-
smith.”

#1685, —Dead by i and los mother Mary, to John Tut-
hill and wife,™

“pgan—a males and 2 Lemalos in his Tamily

e and —Deed with his motler to John Gaman ™

#1505, —Deed with his mother of 18 aervs, o Jonathan
and Bethia Horton™

“ 1606, Sept. 25, —Will.  Names wife, ete, Proved Jan
b, ey

Josnva Wennes, Justioe of  Petes, sisth oliibil of “"il!iu!u
Wolles, of Southold, L. I, wns barn in Southold, T L., in
1664, where he died in 1744, He married st Southold, Jan.



e

(A/gé_(.&

GOSHEN. , 557

now occupied by Merriam & Corwin, where they con-
tinued their business uantil 1849, when they opened &
general hardware house, and did a large mercantile
business until the retirement of both members of the
firm from the active duties of life in 1869.

Mr. Smith’s career, both in business and private
life, was one of distinguished integrity and above re-
proach. He was of a retiring disposition, unostenta-
tious in his ways, and alwayssought the happiness of
others, while he enjoyed the common benefits of life
accruing to himself. He was never solicitous of any
official position, and preferred the quiet routine of a
business life to the bickerings of political strife or the
emoluments of office.

Mr. Smith was the senior warden of St. James’
Church at Goshen, and filled that poesition and the
office of vestryman for many years. Born with the
beginning of the century, he attained the ripe age of
eighty years, his death occurring June 4, 1880, and
his long life was devoted to kindness to his fellow-
men and devotion to his Maker. He left behind him
the useful lesson of 2 good example.

His wife was Ellen, daughter of Moses and Eleanor
(Holly) Sawyer, and granddaughter of James and
Elizabeth {Bradner) Sawyer, of Goshen, born Feb. 23,
1817, whom he married Dec. 5, 1838. She died March
23, 1864, leaving three children, viz.: Mary Ellen,
born Sept. 20, 1839, died Nov. 1, 1858; Julia, born
Sept. 11, 1843, became the wife of William D. Van
Vliet, a merchant at Goshen, and died July 28, 1880,
leaving two children,—John Jewell and Julia Marion;
and John Ogden Smith, for several years a clerk in
his father's store, and for the past few years a clerk in
the Goshen National Bank.

ALFRED WELLS.

For about one hundred and fifty years the Wells
family has been identified with the history of Goshen,
Orange Co., N. Y., and the homestead upon which
John Wells settled in Goshen about 1735, then a wil-
derness tract of land, containing 240 acres, has been
successively owned by the members of four genera-
tions, and upon it the subject of this sketch has spent
his life.

The progenitor of the Wells family from which
Alfred Wells is descended, was Hon. William
Wells, who was born at or near Norwich, Norfolk-
shire, England, in 1608, and emigrated to America
about the jear 1635. He was stated to have been 2
passenger on the ship “ Free-Love,” of London,
Robert Dennis master, June 10, 1635, and was
twenty-seven years of age at that time. He was
an educated lawyer in England, and high sheriff
of New Yorkshire, on Long Island.

His son, Justice Joshua Wells, was born at South-
old, L. I, in 1664, and died there in 1744. John,
son of Justice Joshua, born at the same place, Jan.
31, 1689, also died there. John, son of John, born at

the same place about 1715, died in Orange County,
July 4, 1776, is supposed to be the first settler of the
family in Goshen, and the one mentioned at the be-
ginning of this sketch. His son Joshua, born at
Goshen in 1744, succeeded to the homestead, upon
which he resided during his life, and died in 1819.
He was a soldier in the colonial army during the
Revolutiopary war.

His wife, Rhoda Booth, was a granddaughter of
William Bull and Sarah Wells, who bore him the
following children: Mary (wife of George Phillips),
John, George, Joshua, Jr., Christina (wife of John
Decker), Dolly (wife of Edward Ely), Sarah (wife of
James Tuthill). He was one of the early members
of the Presbyterian Church at Goshen,

Of these children, Joshua Wells, Jr., was father
of our subject, and was born on the homestead, Sept.
6, 1779, and died there in 1867. He carried on the
homestead farm during his active business life, was a
man of good judgment, correct habits, and strong
force of character. He sought to fulfill the full
duties of the good citizen, and was known by his
fellow-men as a man of sterling integrity, not solici-
tous of public place, frank and manly in his ways,
and a Christian man,

His wife was Jemima, daughter of Jonathan Sayer,
of the town of Goshen, born in 1779, and who died
in 1811, leaving the following children: Adeline
(wife of James C. Reeve), Alfred, Mary Jane (died
unmarried), Jerome was a physician of Goshen, and
died here, and Frances (wife of Adrian Holbert, of
Goshen). .

His second wife was Katy Ford, who bore him
children, viz.: Julia (wife of John M. Ford) and
Elizabeth (unmarried). His second wife died in
October, 1834,

Alfred, son of Joshua Wells, Jr,, was born on the
homestead, Nov. 17, 1805. His early education was
received in the common school, and at Farmers’
Hall Academy at Goshen. For one term he was a
feacher, but succeeded to the homestead property,
upon which he has spent most of his business life. The
present residence on the farm was built by his father
during his lifetime, and during the last three years
Mr. Wells has caused to be erected one of the finest
and most substantial barns in Orange County. Mr.
Wells succeeded to the old homestead by inherit-
ance, to which he has made an addition of a small
parcel of land, and is the possessor of other valuable
property besides. .

He is a man of -determined effort, judicious in the
management of his affairs, and, although far past the
active duties of life, finds pleasure in the care and
superintendence of the place of his birth, where he
and his wife spent so many happy years together.

Mr, Wells always gave encouragement to all ob-
jects of a local nature tending in any way to the pros-
perity of the people and the development of interests
in his own town, and although, like his forefathers,
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1 - Hurch Welles ~ Born Englsnd 1590 - Died 1645 Eedford, Connectiout
Verried g
Frences Belcher Bern Englend - Died 1878 = Hadley, Magsachusette

2 - Thomas Welleg - Eorn Enzlend 1626 Died 1676 - Hadley Massechusstts

¥arried
Mery Beardsley - Eorn Died
3( Hoeh Welles Born July 28,1666 Died 1712 Stamford, Comnecticut
Herried v (B y _
¥ery White Eorn Lied Bpdley, Megsechusetts

4 Lt. Nosh Welles Born August 1686 Died kug 10, 1753 - Comnectiout
Merried April 15,1714 - —_ .
Serah Wystt Eorn 1693 Died May 2, 1789 rtp Yoo bl

5 Rev. Noah %elles (Forn Sept. 25, 17185, Died Dee. 21, 1776-Stemford, Conn.
Ysrried Sept 17, lTSI:CﬂlaI*eeter, Conn =~ EHE Married - Oyster Bay, New York
Abigeil Woolsey ﬁnr‘ﬁ' Cot 21,1730 Cyster Eay, N.Y. Died Oct 28, 1811 Stemfordp Conn.

6 Dr, Benjsmin Welle g Born Nov. 21, 1756 Stemfcord Conn. Died Apr 1§ 1813-Weyme, Steuben Co NY
Married June 13, 1782 Phillipstown, New York Hemilton, Illor
Serah (Ss 11}*) Nelson=-Born Aug 11,1762 Memsroneck, N.Y. TDied Feb 2Z, IBEE-T_StEuhen Co.N.X .

7 Theodosis Welles Eorn Bot.2%,11886 Died Oot. 14,1872 Geletis, Illinois or EKindehook N Y
Uarried 1817

Joseph Irvin Bern July 7, 1791 New Jersey Died Oct 2, 1857 Bisd=fet—0—385F Cela tia I]1

B Eenjemin Frenoklin Irvin- Bomnn Sept 17, 1822 Steuben Co. NY Died Jen 21, 1889 Gﬂla‘tiu I11
Married 1BG6-Seline Co. I11 (3rd merrisge)
Eljzateth Hell Beldwin rorn, Se=drCeroline D1ed Faragould Ark- 1906 or 1907
NeRZ Buried Feregould Ark.

w

Edith Lyle Irvin Born Mar 25 1878 Gelstis,I1l- Died Jen §, 1960 Eot Springs, Ark.
Married May 13, 1897 - Brooklsnd, Arkenses
¥Msdigson Stovell Cobb- Born Fontdoe or Union County,Miss. March 20, 1884
Died- Fot Springs, Arkensss Feb 8, 1937
De:znie Cobbj firl
Nellie Cotb§ ~"' "~ Born Jan. 24 1B9¢ - Denison, Texss

Lucy Xee Cobb Eorn Mey 22, 1900-Buckville, Gasrlsnd Co. Ark.

Frankye Cobb Born August &, 1802 - Eot Springs, Arksnses
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WELLS FAMILIES of Rhode Island

by Joan S. Gu11ford Ph.D.
Orange, Ca11f 2003

As anyone with Wells/Welles ancestry knows, this
name is very common and the task of sorting out members
of one family from those’of other families with this
surname who are living in prox1m1ty is a rather daunting
task. In an effort to identify one of the author’s
ancestor’s origin in Rhode Island it was found that
little had been publlshediconcern1ng either Peter! or
Thomas! Wells of that state. And, in fact, even Savage
seemed unaware of Peter!. Therefore, the writer assem-
bled, to the best of her ab111ty, the early descendants
of both of these 1mm1grantsla1though complete confidence
in these accounts cannot be assured.

The one account we found of Thomas! was reported by
Cutter (1913, 4:2085ff.) and we judged it to be a dubious
rendering, but nevertheless present it here. Thomas! is
said to have been the som of Nathaniell who was born
about 1600 and came from Colchester, England, where he
owned many valuable shlpyards as well as a large hotel.
Despite his social status,‘he made some public remarks
favoring the Puritan perspect1ve and on this account was
forced to flee the country. He came to Boston in 1629 and
took the freeman’s oath there on 2 November 1637. In 1639
or 1640 he removed to Rhode| Island and settled near the
present town of Westerly and founded a town called
Wellstown on land he purchased from the Narragansett
Indians. He died there in 1681. Crandall (1949, p. 11)
supports the account. ‘

Nathaniel! is said to pe the son of a Thomas® who
was born in 1566 at Essex, Lancashire, England. He is
also said to be the brother of the following immigrants:
Hugh of Hartford, Conn.; Joseph of Boston; Deac. Thomas
of Ipswich; George and'W1111am of Lynn, and Deac. Richard
of Salisbury, all in Massachusetts. Since we see no
compelling evidence of these' assert1ons, we label Thomas
of Westerly as THOMAS! and, in fact, Savage does not
acknowledge the existence ofithis Nathaniel in any case.
Nor do we vouch for the assertion that THOMAS! was born
at Colchester in 1626. We do acknowledge the facts that
THOMAS! was a shipbuilder and that he named a son Nathan-
iel, coincidences which might lend support to the conten-
tion that he was a son of Nathaniel and, as noted, he did
move to Westerly after so;ourhs in New London, Conn. and,
presumably, Ipswich, Mass. |

When it comes to PETER‘K no relationship to either
THOMAS! or any other 1mm1grant bearing this surname has
even been suggested. Further details appear in the
accounts of these two Rhode &slanders which follow.

!
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!

PETER WELLS of Kin?s Town, Rhode Island

As previously noted, Savage does not even acknow-
ledge that PETER! WELLS was an early immigrant, but
Austin (1969) gives us an outline of the family for the
first two generations and Rhode Island vital records help
to extend our knowledge aﬂ, to some small extent, does
Wright and Tuthill’s 191§ genealogy of one 1line of
PETER'’s descendants. We make no guarantees that the
following is correct, but it is the best we could derive
from the vital records. !

PETER! was born abouti1630 since he was 85 in 1715
when he gave testimony. His wife appears to be unknown
although some have designated her as Susannah Peckham,
daughter of John! and ElQanor (Craft) Peckham, this
assumption perhaps based on references to John' Peckham
(NEHGR 57:31-39: GRIF 2:60) which indicate that he had
a daughter Susannah who married Peter Barker and then
Peter Wells. However, it was Peter? who married Peter
Barker’s widow and she was born a Saunders as will be
seen below. He is said |by Austin (op.cit.) (with
evidence) to have been first at Jamestown and on 29
December 1684 he was given,!by the Town Council of Kings
Town (now Kingston), all the estate of William Salter who
had died on 24 December that year, this gift made on
condition that he maintain Salter’s aged mother, "Jone."
According to Austin, this William was the son of Sampson
and Joanna Salter who came from Caversham, Oxford,
England, to Newport, Rhode Island, on the James and
Coldham (1987, p. 134) confirms this report, listing only
Sampson, fisherman. PETERW was made Executor of the
estate. Perhaps there is some clue to his wife in the
Salter family. |

According to Wright and Tuthill (op. cit.), PETER!
lived at Jamestown in 1667 and was a member of the town
council there in 1683 when he granted letters of admin-
istration to Hannah Clarke;, widow of William Clarke.
Jamestown was incorporated 4 November 1678 and PETER' was
made a freeman by the General Assembly of the Colony at
Newport on 6 May 1679. Accoiding to the authors he was
apparently not related to Nathaniel Wells of Jamestown
on the mainland. i

It is contended by one or more descendants that
PETER! was born at Colchester, England, to Thomas® and
Abigail (Warner) Wells, this Thomas® being born 11
December 1605 at Colchester |and his marriage to Abigail
taking place 23 July 1639 at St. Botolph’s, Colchester.
Thomas is said to have died 26 October 1666 at Salisbury,
Essex, England. Abigail is §aid to be the daughter of

2
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William! and Abigail (Baker) Warner, her father coming to
America and dying about 1648 at Ipsw1ch Mass. Savage
(4:424) says he had sons Dan1e1 and John "beside a d. wh.

m. Thomas Wells." Torrey says that William! Warner was of
Ipswich and Salisbury, born in 1586 and died in 1647. We
make no claims for the accuracy of this construction.

On the 4th of July 1693, Henry Hall of Westerly
deeded to "Peter Wells of K1ngstown Planter," 100 acres
of land bordered by property of John Sheldon and Job
Babcock. On 11 September 1702 PETER! deeded the farm he
lived on, this farm cons1st1ng of 100 acres, housing,
orchard and etc., to his son Peter "for love, he having
behaved himself dutifully to his said father in this my
aged and feeble condition." This is the same land he
purchased from Henry Hall.

Oon 23 August 1715 PETER1 testified as to knowledge
of land in Jamestown 42 yeaqs before and many years after
that time. The precise date of his death seems to be
unknown. In 1720 his son Peter was still called "Jr." It
is known that his son John fefused administration on his
estate which was then accepted by his son Peter, Jr., on
8 June 1724 (RIGR 5:3: 195) although Wright and Tuth111
claim that he died in 1715.

Unfortunately, in the} recording of his children
several of his daughters are unnamed and their mother is
never named. Nor do we knowiwhat became of the daughters
although one might guess that some had died young. The
vital records of Jamestown give no names and only partial
dates. In some cases there 1s added information regarding
these dates which is enclosed in parentheses below. Note
that the "possibilities"” be%ow are pure speculation.

Children of PETER! WELLS by an unrecorded wife:
i. "Daughter"? WELLS, 'b. May 1667. Poss. the LYDIA
WELLS who m. 28 March 1687 at Providence,
BENJAMIN HEARNDON/HARRINGTON?
(2) ii. THOMAS? WELLS, bl (September 1669 at East
Greenwich, RI). i
iii. "Daughter"? WELLS,‘b November 1671.

iv. "Daughter"? WELLS, | b. (20) July 1673.

(3) v. JOHN? WELLS, b. (qu) 1676 at North Kingstown,
RI.

vi. "Daughter"? WELLS, b. (21) January 1678. Poss.
the ELIZABETH WELLS who m. ROBERT POTTER of No.
Kingstown, he b. 1676 and d. 17457

vii. "Daughter"? WELLS, b. June 1680. Poss. the
REBECCA WELLS b. 2 January 1679/80 at Provi-
dence?

(4) wviii.PETER? WELLS, b. 1681 at South Kingstown.

3
|
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ix. SUSANNA? WELLS, b 2 November 1684; d. 25 July
1782; m. 9 December 1708 at East Greenwich,
ABNER SPENCER, son of Dr. John and Susanna
Spencer. Spencertch.. Peter (b. 18 Nov. 1709);
Susanna (b. 30 'Aug. 1712); Ruth (b. 8 May
1714); Alice (b. 8 Oct. 1719); James (b. 10
Apr. 1722); Abner (b. 11 Feb. 1725); Thomas.

x. Unnamed twin WELLS b. 2 November 1684; d.i.

THOMAS? (PETER!) WELLS, b. September 1669 at East
Greenwich, RI; d. 16 October 1727; prob. m. before
1696, SARAH ROGERS, dau. of Thomas? (James!) and
Sarah Rogers of Newport, RI. On 28 Nov. 1716 Sarah
had a legacy from her fa. Thomas. On 26 April 1729,
admin. of Thomas?’s estate was given to eldest son
Peter, inv. amounting|to £163.7.6. If Peter is his
"eldest son," it seems strange that no other
children are of record, but this is evidently the
case. Austin gives hum only son Peter, but we
believe that Jonathan is also his. He could also be
the father of EBENEZER!who m. on 24 October 1726 at
South Kingstown, Christopher Allen, Justice,
ELIZABETH NASH. Ebenezer was not a registered voter
between 1747 and 1755 dor was he a resident of Rhode
Island in 1774. (Ed. note. SARAH ROGERS has been
assigned by some as the wife of THOMAS?, son of
THOMAS! WELLS, but although his wife was a Sarah,

SARAH ROGERS seems to us to belong to this Thomas
and a number of descenQants agree.)

Children of THOMAS? and SARAH (ROGERS) WELLS, all
born at East Greenwich, RI:

i. PETER?® WELLS, b. ca. 1696.

ii. JONATHAN?® WELLS, b. ca. 1698.

JOHN? (PETER!) WELLS, b. May 1676 at Jamestown, RI;
d. before 11 July 1732 (pro.); m. ca. 1698 at North
Kingstown, ELIZABETH CONGDON dau. of Benjamin and
Elizabeth (Albro) Congdon b. 1682 and d. 1732. John
lived his whole life at North Kingstown and left a
will which was pro. 11 July 1732, sons John and
Benjamin, Execs. He left to wife Elizabeth a third
of personal property and privilege of house while
wid. To eldest son John,| half of homestead, etc. and
the other half to younger son Benjamin. To two sons,
wearing apparel and farm1ng tackling. To daus. Mercy
Whitford, Elizabeth Sweet a daughter Wells (not
named, but no doubt Martha) and Susanna Wells, the
rest of the personal estate. Inv. valued pers. prop.

|
|
|
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of mare, colt, and cettle at £31. (Ed. Note: see
also Wright & Tuthill' op. cit., p. 9.)

Children of JOHN? and ! ELIZABETH (CONGDON) WELLS:

i. JOHN? WELLS, b. ca. 1699.

ii. BENJAMIN® WELLS, (b. ca. 1701.

iii. MERCY® WELLS, b. 1704; m. 5 April 1722 at North
Kingstown, DAVID|WHITFORD of East Greenwich.
The descendants qf Pasco Whitford are given in
RIGR 11:3:156 show1ng that David was b. ca.
1704 and d. before 5 March 1744 when his will
was proved. Wh1tford ch. 1st four b. at
Exeter, others at E. Greenwich: Elizabeth Ann
(b. 11 June 1723) William (b. 6 Sept. 1725);
Alice (b. 6 March 1727; m. Nathan Dawley)
David (b. 29 March 1729; m. Elizabeth [—-——]),
Joshua (b. 23 June 1731; m. Prudence Burdick);
Joseph (b. 7 June11733), Jesse (b. 1735); John
(b. 3 December 1]37 m. Mary and/or Margaret
Butler of Branford CT); Mary (b. February
1740). .

iv. ELIZABETH® WELLS, b ca. 1707; m. 1732, JOHN
SWEET.

v. MARTHA® WELLS, b. ca. 1709 at North Kingstown;
m. 9 January 1728/9 at North Kingstown, JOSEPH
CONGDON who was born 15 February 1705 at North
Kingstown. Congdon ch. all b. at No. Kingstown,
RI: Freelove (b. '28 March 1730; m. Stephen
Northrup) ; BenJaman (b. 28 August 1732; m.
Hannah Briggs): Joseph (b. 29 April 1734; m.
Susanna Tanner; John (b. ca. 1736); James (b.
26 April 1738); George (b. ca. 1740; m. Ann

[--—=1; m. 2nd, Deborah Himes; m. 3rd, Eliza-
beth [~----]): Stukeley (b. ca. 1742); Martha
(b. ca. 1743; m. George Himes); Elizabeth (b.
ca. 1745).

vi. SUSANNA® WELLS, b.!ca. 1711; alive in 1732,
1
PETER? (PETER!) WELLS, b 1681 at South Kingstown;
d. before 11 December 1732 (pro. of will) on the
homestead left to him by his fa.; m. ca. 1704, ANN
WATSON, dau. of John aqd Dorcas (Gardiner) Watson
and she d. before 1728; m. 2nd, 7 January 1726/7 at
Westerly, SUSANNA (SAUNDERS) BARKER, wid. of Peter
Barker and dau. of Tobias and Mary (Clarke) Saunders
and by her he had no ch. ‘and she d. in 1733. In 1719
he was at Kings Town, a freeman, called "Jr." On 24
Nov. 1720 he and Job Babcock both of Kingstown were
involved in a boundary d1spute which went to arbi-

5 1
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tration (RIGR 3:3: 224) His will of 13 November 1732
was pro. 11 Dec. 1732. Son James was named Exec. He
left to son James a{quarter of a farm in South
Kingstown and to sons Peter and John the rest of the
farm, equally, exceptl8 acres he gave to son Samuel
and firewood off the rest. To dau. Ann Wells his
best bed and privilege to live in the house with
son James while singlel £38 and etc. To dau. Rebecca
Clarke, £8. To dau. Mary Wells, land and £8 at 20
yrs. of age. To dau. Dorcas a bed and £8 at age 20.

Son Samuel to live w1th James until of age and James
to keep a horse for h1s bro. Peter until Peter was
of age. To son James, the rest of the movables. Inv.
showed value of £379/10.6 and included a riding
horse, 9 cows, he1fer,|5 yearlings, mare, 37 sheep,
10 books; 3 beds, a gun, fowl, loom, and etc. On 1
Feb. 1733 his wid. gave a receipt to her stepson
James. This receipt was for £8 due from PETER? to
her dau. Sarah Barker (Austln op.cit., p. 438).

Children of PETER? andlANN (WATSON) WELLS, all born
at South Kingstown:
i. JAMES® WELLS, b. 30 September 1706.
ii. ANN® WELLS, b. 20 October 1708; m. 26 November
1735 at South King stown, THOMAS FRAZER.

iii. REBECCA® WELLS, b. 30 December 1710; m. 4
September 1731 at So. Kingstown, WILLIAM
CLARKE.

iv. PETER® WELLS, b. 4 May 1713.
v. Col. JOHN® WELLS, ‘b 14 April 1716.
vi. MARY? WELLS, b. 1718 m. 7 September 1738 at
So. Kingstown, WIﬁLIAM CRAWFORD of Warwick.
vii. DORCAS?® WELLS, b. 97 September 1720; m. 4 May
1742 at Charlestown, JOSHUA RATHBONE.
viii.SAMUEL?® WELLS, b. 2 February 1725/6; alive in
1732 (fa.’s w111)| n.f.r.

PETER? (THOMAS2?, PETERI) WELLS b. ca. 1696; d. early
1782;: m. 11 December 17§3 at East Greenwich, ELIZA-
BETH SWEET, born 25 Feb. 1703/4 at E. Greenwich to
Henry? (John**) and Margaret Sweet acc. to the Sweet
geneals. (Sanborn, 19295 Sweet, 1952). He m. 2nd,
SUSANNAH CURTIS, no doubt a widow. He was at East
Greenwich in 1755. He left a will dated 11 Dec.
1781, pro. 27 Apr 1782. |In it he ment. wf. Susannah
who was to get what she|brought to the m. and sons
Benjamin, Peter and Silas as well as dau. Elizabeth
Crandall. He also ment. grson. George Wilson and
grsons. George and BenjaTin Wells. Finally, he ment.

°
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Ann Wells, wid. of Thomas of East Greenwich, dec’d
(RIGR 1:220). There i's much confusion with regard
to the marriage of daughter "Dinah" who changed her
name to Elizabeth and[m. a Crandall.

Children of PETER? and ELIZABETH (SWEET) WELLS, all

reglstered at West Greenwich:

i. THOMAS* WELLS, b. 5 April 1734 at W. Greenwich;
d. before 1781 but not before 1777 when he res.
at E. Greenwich; m. 9 Jun 1758 at Exeter, ANN
BISSELL of Exeter, by Benjamin Reynolds,
Justice. His wid., Ann was ment. in his fa.’s
will. Did she m. 3 Nov. 1785 at West Greenwich,
John Case?

ii. DORCAS* WELLS, b. 30 October 1737 at No. Kings-
town; m. 23 Sep 1758 JOSEPH REBEARNE and prob.
m. 2nd a WILSON She had an illegit. son
"alias" William Gllchrist on 25 January 1756
at West Greenwich. Wilson ch.: George (in her
fa.’s will).

iii. DINAH* WELLS, changed to ELIZABETH, b. 10
December 1739 at No Kingstown; alive in 1781
‘(fa.’s will); ma# have m. 30 Apr 1760 at
Westerly, JONATHAN!CRANDALL son of Joseph and
Elizabeth (Crandall) Crandall (Crandall, 1949,
p. 25.) if it was not Elizabeth* (Edward3
Thomas?!) who m. him in which case she may have
m. PETER CRANDALL, son-of Peter and Susanna
(Tefft) Crandall (Crandall p. 38).

iv. CALEB* WELLS, b. 18‘Ju1y 1743 at No. Kingstown;
prob. d. before 1781 as not in fa.’s will; res.
at West Greenwich 1n 1774 with 2 males under
16, wife, and another female over 16, but there
is no m. for him in the vital records.

v. BENJAMIN* WELLS, b. 24 December 1745 at W.
Greenwich.

vi. PETER* WELLS, b. 21 October 1748; m. 19 Nov
1769 at Exeter, MARGARET CLEVELAND, dau. of
Palmer?® (Edward?, Moses‘)and.Deborah (Gardner’)
Cleveland, dec’d, byuhﬂu1Chapman Justice. She
was ment. in her fa.’s 1758 will, still unm.
(Cleveland & Cleveland, 1899, 1: 47). In 1774
he res. at East Greénw1ch and was still there
in 1777. We found no ch. for him.

viii.SILAS* WELLS, b. 22 .Ianuary 1751; alive in 1781
(fa.’s w111), n.f. ri
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JONATHAN® (THOMASZ?, PE'IIERI) WELLS was born about 1697

and he married on 10 July 1718 at East Greenwich,

SARAH SWEET, daughter |of James Sweet of Warwick.

Children of JONATHAN? 1and SARAH (SWEET) WELLS, all

born at East Greenwich:

i. SARAH* WELLS , b.i 1 September 1719.
ii. JAMES* WELLS, b. 25 October 1721.

iii. PETER* WELLS, b. ca. 1723; d. 16 September 1757
at East Greenwich; m. 2 July 1746 at East
Greenwich, ELIZABETH SWEET, daughter of Richard
Sweet of West Greenwich and she d. there 13
Sept. 1757. Ch.: unk. dau.; PETER (b. 21 Oct.
1748; prob. d.i.); SARAH ("second daughter,"
d. 18 Sept. 1757)@

JOHN® (JOHN2?, PETER!) yVELLs was born about 1699,
probably at North Kingstown, and died before his
will of 2 February 1752|was proved at Glocester, RI,
on 2 July 1770. His wife was MARY, said to be MARY
WELLS, and he had sons Joseph and John who were
under age at the time he wrote his will, a daughter
Hannah Smith and a daughter Sarah Wells (RIGR
4:1:63). He was of Glocéster, RI, in the 1754 census
of registered voters }(MacGunnigle, 1977) and d.
there. i
|
Children of JOHN® and MARY (WELLS?) WELLS as per.
will of their father:
i. HANNAH* WELLS, b. lca. 1728; m. -—--- SMITH.
ii. SARAH, b. ca. 1730} m. 4 May 1754 at Glocester,
THOMAS WOOD. !
iii. JOSEPH, b. 8 June11731 at Providence.
iv. JOHN, b. ca. 1734; im. ca. 1755, MARY (----) and
had at Glocester: |[ANNE, b. 8 May 1756; SARAH,
b. 14 August 1758; HANNAH, b. 9 May 1763. He
was registered for military service in 1777 at
Providence with r%s. designated at Glocester.

BENJAMIN?® (JOHN2, PETER!) WELLS, was born about 1701
at North Kingstown and{died in 1798 at Foster, RI
at the home of his son|James. He was 97 yrs. old.
He married 21 January 1730 at North Kingstown, MARY
JORDAN ("Jurdan" in thé record) who was born about
1710 at North Kingstown. Benjamin was made a free-
man by the general Assembly at Newport on 1 May 1722
(Wright & Tuthill, op. |cit., p. 11) and in 1756 he
moved from North Kingstqwn to Scituate where he was
listed as over 60 in the 1777 military census. We

8
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think he may be the fd. of MARY WELLS who m. 2 June
1757 at Scituate, PHILIP PARKER, but have no proof.

Children of BENJAMIN?

i. ELIZABETH* WELLS,
at Foster.

ii. JAMES* WELLS, b. 27 March 1734 at Kingstown.

b. 1733;: d. unm. 7 Marcﬁ 1823

l

JAMES® (PETER?, PETER')| WELLS, b. 30 September 1706;

m. 22 April, 1731 at South Kingstown, MARY BARBER

or MARY BARKER, m. perf by Robert Hannah, Justice.

There is great debate| regarding wife MARY who is

said to be a "Barker," dau. of Peter? (James!) and

Freelove (Bliss) Barkér (Barker, 1927), but in the

account of the descendants of Moses! Barber of

K1ngstown it is stated that she was the daughter of

William? and Mercy (Sm1th) Barber whereas Schroeder

(1984) in her account of the descendants of Moses!

Barber says that she wds the dau. of William? by 2nd

wf. Sarah (Mumford) Barber We cannot resolve the

question. James died at South Kingstown in Nov. of

1778 during the Revolution when he was a Capt.

living in Hopkinton (RQGR 3:1:9). They had lived at

Westerly where he was taxed in 1747 and 1748. On 12

Feb. 1753 he and wife Mary deeded land in Richmond

to Benjamin Chase (RIGR 2:4:209). In 1775 he sold

his Westerly homestead to John White-horn of

Newport. He and Mary deeded over land in Hopkinton

"for love" in 1762 to son Peter (40 acres), Barber

(30 acres), and James (192 acres), he then of

Hopkinton (RIGR 5:3: 224) He left a w111 dated 16

March 1778 ("13th yr. 1of King George") which was

proved at Hopkinton on|7 Dec. 1778. He named wife

Mary, sons Barber, James, Peter, and Joshua, and

daughter Barbara, now married to Joseph Noyes. (Note

that the VR are in error with respect to last two

ch.’s b. dates.) 3

Children of JAMES3 and MARY (BARBER/BARKER?) WELLS

all born at South Kingstown, Rhode Island:

i. JAMES* WELLS, b. 1 November 1732.
ii. BARBARA* WELLS, b.| 1 August 1734; m. 31 July
1754 at Westerly, JOSEPH NOYES.

iii. PETER* WELLS, b. 29 August 1737; m. 1 March
1759 at South Kingstown, he of Westerly,
ELIZABETH CARPENTER of So. Klngstown m. perf.
by Joseph Crandall, Justice. Ch.: BARBARA (b.
17 Jan. 1760 at Hopkinton; m. 20 Jan. 1779 at
Westerly, Nicholas| Clarke).

9
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iv. BARBER* WELLS, b. 116 May 1740 (1750 in the VR).

V. poss. THOMAS4 WELLS, d.y.

v. JOSHUA* WELLS, bl 4 August 1743 (1753 in the
VR); m. SYLVIA CLARKE b. 1750/1 to Christo-
pher* (Samuel3, Joseph31) and Elizabeth (Bliss)
Clarke and if so he d. 28 May 1834 in his 92nd
yr. and hence b.|ca. 1741/2. There is no rec.
of ch. in RI, bu{ in the 1777 military census
he was at Hopk1n¢on as was "Joshua, Jr." who
was Joshua* (Thomas®?"!), being the younger of
the two in this place.

PETER?® (PETER?, PETER!) WELLS, was born 4 May 1713
and was still a11vei in 1776 He married on 1
February 1736/7 at Warw1ck ELIZABETH ARNOLD, dau.
of Stephen* (Israel?, Stephen2 William!) and Sarah
(Greene) Arnold, b. 16 Mar. 1710/11 and she died 29
Sept. 1739. He marrled second, 23 November 1740 at
Warwick, RUTH SLOCUM, daughter of Ebenezer?® (Giles?,
Anthony!) and Naomi (Barton) Slocum (Slocum, 1882,
p. 49). By 1753 he was at Cranston where he appeared
in the 1774 census. He ‘and wife Ruth made a deed for
Exeter land to BenJamln Barton on 22 April 1776
(RIGR 20:380) and it may have been at this time that
the family rem. to Chﬁsh1re MA.

Children of PETER® and| ELIZABETH (ARNOLD) WELLS:

i. ANNA* WELLS, b. 23 September 1736; d. 1819 at
Cheshire, MA; m., 25 March 1753 at Cranston,
STUKELY WESTCOTT, son of Stukely and Bethia
(Westcott) Westcott (Arnold, 1935, p. 116).

ii. ARNOLD* WELLS, b, 11 February 1737/8; m. 24
January 1762 at Warwick, BARBARA UTTER, dau.
of William? (Zebﬁlonz, William!) and Barbara
(Burlingame) Utter, he of Cranston in the rec.
She was b. 1741 at Warwick (Waterman, Utter &
Utter, 1941). He was not in the 1777 military
census of RI.

iii. ELIZABETH* WELLS, b. 18 September 1739.

Children of PETER?® and RUTH (SLOCUM) WELLS, all born
at Warwick, Kent county, Rhode Island:
i. JOHN* WELLS, b. 30 Nov 1744.
ii. NAOMI* WELLS, b. 30 Mar 1747.
iii. MARY* WELLS, b. 29 Feb 1748.
iv. BARBARA* WELLS, b. 28 Jan 1749; m. 7 September
1775 at Warwick, JOHN LOW. (see GRIF 1:544 for
ch.)
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v. SAMUEL* WELLS,

b. '5 Oct 1750. May be the Samuel

who m. ELIZABETH COGGESHALL and had son WILLIAM

b. ca.

JOHN® (PETER?,
at South Kingston,

1775 at K%ngstown

PETER!) | WELLS was born 14 April 1716

RI! He married on 5 October 1740

at Warwick, BARBARA (HOLDEN) WICKES, widow of Rich-
ard Wickes and daughter of Charles, Jr. and Penelope

(Bennett) Holden, born 13 Sept
He was at Warwick in the 1747 census of

p. 80).
voters and in the
listed as over 60

Children of JOHN3

WELLS:

i. PENELOPE* WELLS, b

20
son

town; m.
GREENE,

Hardlng) Greene,'

1903, p. 99).
ii.
iii.

MARY“ WELLS, b.
CHARLES* WELLS, bw

1717 (Greene, 1903,

census of 1774. In 1777 he was
andistill at Warwick.

an‘ad BARBARA (HOLDEN) (Wickes)
18 June 1741 at So.
Marph 1760 at Warwick,
of Barlow and Lydia
10 Sept. 1740

Kings-
OLIVER
(Hardin/
(Greene,

|
12 June 1743.

2 March 1744/5; not in the

1777 military census.
iv. BARBARA* WELLS, b‘ 28 July 1749; m. 13 May 1767
at Warwick, NATHANIEL FROTHINGHAM

v. ANSTRESS HOLDEN‘WELLS b.

in 1782, but
1989, 1:543).
vi.

BENJAMIN* (PETER3,

JOHN HOLDEN* WELLS, b.

1
THOMAS?,

19 April 1752; unm.
by 1V98 m. to ———-- BRATON (GRIF,

|
12 September 175S5.

PETER!) WELLS was born 24

December 1745 at West Greenwich, RI and was alive

in 1781 (fa.’s wil

res.

1764, SARAH REYNOLDS;

1); h ca.

at West Greenw1ch in 1774. He was not in the

1777 military census.

Children of BENJAMIN* and SARAH (REYNOLDS) WELLS:

i. ELIZABETH® WELLS, \b

31 March 1765; m. PETER

CRANDALL of West Qreenw1ch
ii. SUSANNAS WELLS, b. 23 April 1767.

SARAHS WELLS,
JOANNAS WELLS,
MARTHAS WELLS,
LYDIAS WELLS,
NOAH BAKER.

ANNAS WELLS,

iii.
iv.
v.
vi.

vii.

viii.ISABELS WELLS,

ix. BENJAMIN® WEL
x. GEORGE® R. WE

b. 10 December 1768.

b. '21 October 1770.

b. |2 June 1772.

b. 15 January 1774; may have m.

b. 23 April 1775.
b. INovember 1776.
6 March 1778.

LS, b.
LLS, (b. 10 December 1779.
Eﬁﬁjf‘
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xi. DAVID® WELLS, b. 15 January 1781.
xii. PETER® WELLS, b. 20 August 1787.

JAMES*? (BENJAMIN3, JOHNZ, PETER!) WELLS was born 27
March 1734 at North K1ngstown RI, and he died 4
September 1823 at Foster, RI. He marr1ed in 1756,
MARTHA SLOCUM, poss. dau. of Peleg® (Giles*, Samuel?, .
Giles?, Anthony ) and Avis (Stanton) Slocum, b. 9
June 1731 at Newport (Slocum, op.cit., p. 88); m.
2nd, 15 November 1ﬁ61 at CoVentry, FREELOVE
AYLESWORTH, dau. of Philip, who remembered her in
his 14 Nov. 1789 w111 (RIGR 3:3:274). She d. in
April of 1815. On 23 Oét 1769 he bought from Thomas
Fenner a small farm on Howard Hill at Scituate, RI,
this farm later in Foster, and res. there the rest
of his life. He served in the militia 1775-1785 and
was made a Lt. (This family from Wright & Tuthill.)
l
Children of JAMES* and MARTHA (SLOCUM) WELLS:
i. WAITY® WELLS, b.| 1757; d. 11 April 1841 at
Enfield, CT to which she rem. after the d. of
her husb m. SAMUEL FOSTER, b. 1746 and d.
1816, son of Stephen and Lydia (Blanchard)
Foster (Crandall, 1942, p. 10). She d. in a
Shaker community.
ii. JOHN’ WELLS, b. 14 February 1759; d. 9 March
1842 at Hartwick, NY.
|

FREELOVE (AYLESWORTH) WELLS:
1763; m. ELIZABETH GREENE.
r. 1835; m. 30 Mar. 1788 at

Children of JAMES* and

iii. PHILIP® WELLS, b.

iv. BENJAMIN® WELLS,
Foster, R, PHEBE| MANCHESTER.

v. JOSHUAS WELLS, b. (1767; d. 1835 in Otsego co.,
NY; m. ANNE MANCHESTER. Is he poss. the Joshua,
age 80, who in 1550 was in Madison co., NY,
with son GEORGE Fnd dau.-in-law Olive (RIGR
4:2:102)7 ‘

vi. CALEB> WELLS, m. 18 February 1790 at Foster,
ROSANNE PETERSON.

vii. ESTHER® WELLS, m. {ca. 1801, THOMAS FOSTER.

viii.MARYS> WELLS, m. 17 January 1802, NATHAN KING.

ix. PHEBE® WELLS, m. 12 January 1806, NATHANIEL
GREENE.

x. JAMES® WELLS, m. |3 November 1797 at Foster,
LYDIA MANCHESTER.

xi. SUSANNAH’> WELLS, b. 7 August 1780; m. PARDON
ANGEL.
xii. FREELOVE® WELLS, |m. 22 October 1815, PELEG
DAMON.




14.

15.

PETER W$LLs FAMILY

|

1
JAMES* (JAMES?, PETERZ PETER') WELLS was born 1
November 1732 at South Kingstown, RI, and died in
1809. He married ca. 1756/7 RUTH, prob HANNAH. He
and wife Ruth deeded R1chmond land to Desire Hannah
of South Kingston, spinster, on 12 Dec. 1757 (RIGR
3:1:65). This same Desire Hannah left a will 26
April 1778 at Hopkinton mentioning the wife of James
who was prob. her sis. James* left a will dated 16
Feb. 1810, pro. at Hopkinton 19 Apr. 1810 (Bk. 4,
p. 192). He ment ch. George, Polly, Nancy, Hannah,
and James, Jr. He was;11sted as living at Westerly
in 1755, Hopkinton in 1774, and 1777 at which latter
time he was over 60.

Children of JAMES* and RUTH (HANNAH?) WELLS, all
born at Hopkinton, Rhode Island:

i. ELIZABETH® WELLS, |b. 14 June 1758; not in fa.’s

will.

ii. JAMES® WELLS, b. |7 January 1760. He is prob.
the James who was| a pvt. in the Revolution and
d. 29 April 1835 at Hopkinton leaving wid. ANN
who appt. BenJam1n Thurston her atty. to claim
his pension on 71Dec 1835 (Gunning, 1999. p.
261). |

iii. ROBERT® WELLS, bl 26 November 1761; not in
fa.’s will.

iv. GEORGE® WELLS, b.; 9 November 1763; m. 15 Oct
1789 by Elder Joshua Clarke of Westerly, LYDIA
DODGE, dau. of Oliver and Dorothy Dodge, ment.
in her fa.’s 10 Apr. 1811 will (RIGR 4:336).

v. POLLY’ WELLS, b. q April 1767; may be the Mary
who m. at South Kingstown, SHERMAN BAKER.

vi. HANNAH®> WELLS, b.|16 April 1769.

viii.RUTH® WELLS, b 6'September 1770; not in fa.’s
will.

ix. ANNA® WELLS, b. 5 March 1774; not in fa.’s
will.

x. NANCY® WELLS (froT will; no. b. rec.).

BARBER* (JAMES?, PETER?, PETER!) WELLS was born 16
May 1740 at South Kingstown, RI, and died in 1786.
He married REBECCA CLARKE. He left a will dated 10
May 1786, pro. 3 July 1786 at Hopkinton (RIGR
4:2:140) naming wf. Rebecca, son Clarke under 21,
Barber under 21, and John as well as dau. Susannah
under 18. He is 11sted in the 1774 census at Hopkln—
ton, but is not in the11777 military census.

b
|
|
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Children of BARBER* and REBECCA (CLARKE) WELLS:
i. JOHN®> WELLS, b. ca. 1764 (of age at fa.’s
will). ;

ii. CLARI?Es WELLS, b.| ca. 1766 (under age at fa.’s
will). t

iii. BARBER® WELLS; b. ca. 1768 (under age at fa.’s
will); m. 26 September 1799 at Hopkinton,
FRANCES STILLMAN, she "Fannie" in the rec. Had
at Hopkinton: PHEBE (b. 19 Aug. 1800); JOHN
ALDRICH (b. 17 Nov. 1801).

iv. SUSANNAH® WELLS, b. ca. 1770 (under 18 at fa.’s
will); m. 27 Febrpary 1791 at South Kingstown,
ROBERT BROWN, Jr.| Had a son George W. Brown who
m. Sarah Slocum (Slocum, op.cit., p. 173) and
prob. others. |

JOHN* (PETER®, PETER?,|] PETER!) WELLS was born 30
November 1744 at Warwick, RI, and married 23 Dec
1770 at Warwick, SARAH HOLDEN, marr. perf. by Elder
Charles Holden. She was the dau. of Col. Randall and
Rose (Wicks) Holden wpose fa. left her £1000 and
furniture in his will |jin 1785 (Putnam, 1923). John
appeared in the 1774 cénsus at Warwick and was over
60 in the 1777 militaQy census of Warwick.

1
Children of JOHN* and SARAH (HOLDEN) WELLS:
i. CHARLES® WELLS, b. 6 January 1772; d. before
1800 when his wid. m. William Greene; m. 22 Mar
1795 at Warwick,% ROSANNA LOW and had dau.
HARRIET who m. Simon Ray (Greene & Clark, 1903,
p. 391). |
ii. ROSES WELLS, b. 10 Aug 1773.
iii. RANDALLS WELLS, b, 3 Apr 1776; m., if she was
not the wf. of Randall, son of Edward®, Thom-
as?, Thomas!) for whom see the Thomas Wells

family, PATIENCE COON/MACOON.

THOMAS WELLS of Weéterly, Rhode Island

|

Savage (4:478f.) tellsius that THOMAS! WELLS was in

New London, Connecticut, in 1648 and after 1661 removed
to Ipswich where he was a ship builder and had a grant
of land in 1649. In 1677 he bargained with Amos Richard-
son to build a vessel for him at Stonington, Conn., which
resulted in a lawsuit in 1680 about which more further.
At that time he had two sons, Joseph, age 22 and Thomas
17 who were witnesses. He |[later removed to Westerly,
Rhode Island, where he died on 12 February 1700. His will
of 27 December 1699 named Joseph, Thomas, Mary, Ruth,

14
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Sarah, John and Nathaniel. ]H1s wife was NAOMI MARSHALL,
daughter of Edmund! and M1111cent (Blieman) Marshall,
baptized at Salem on 24 January 1637. Their marriage took
place 22 February 1654/5 at Salem, Mass.

Austin (p. 218) notes!that h1s oldest son, Joseph,
was born at Boston on 7 June 1656 and that in July of
1677 THOMAS! bought 180 acres of Amos Richardson of
Stonington, Conn., agree1ng to pay him for it by building
one or more vessels of fifty tons in all. His contract
with Richardson called him "of Ipswich, shipwright." The
land purchased was on the| east side of the Pawcatuck
River and thus was in terr1tory long in dispute between
Connecticut and Rhode Island In 1679 THOMAS! came to
Westerly although he had been there a year earlier and
was warned off by the Rhode Island authorities as an
intruder for which reason, he refused to fulfill his
contract with Richardson unt11 Richardson made good his
title to the land. On 17 September 1679 he took the oath
of allegiance to Rhode Island. In March of 1680 he was
arrested and imprisoned on the suit of Richardson who
laid damages at £300. Coincidentally, the constable was
Stephen Richardson, son of Amos, and the authorities of
Rhode Island retaliated on behalf of THOMAS! by arresting
the Connecticut constable (Richardson) and imprisoning
him from July to October |since the constable had no
authority in Rhode Island.

His verbal will of 27 December 1699 was proved on
12 February 1700 at Westerly, wife NAOMI named as
Executor. He called son Joseph 'eldest son"” and stated
that he had already had his portlon Son Thomas had also
received his portion in a horse and neat cattle valued
at £7. His eldest daughter Mary, daughters Ruth and Sarah
Wells, and sons John and Nathan1e1 had all had their
portions. Wife NAOMI was to| have the rest of the estate
for life and sons Thomas, John and Nathaniel were to
"take the best care you can! of her" and after her death
these three sons were to rece1ve the remainder of the
estate. Inventory showed value of £8.16 consisting of a
cow, mare, swine, bedding, wearlng clothes and a spinning
wheel.

As we noted in the 1ntroductlon to these families,
it has been said that THQMAS1 was born in 1626 in
Colchester, England, son of Nathaniel who was born in
1600 and died in 1681 in Rhode Island. This Nathaniel was
said to be the son of a Thomas born 1566 at Essex,
Lancashire, England. This ancestry'was evidently provided
by an Albert Wells of New York descendant of Nathaniel?
(Thomas!) and has been passed along by others. We have no
assurance that this construction is correct.

15
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In the list of free Inhabitants of the "towne of
westerle" on 3 March 1679/80 are listed Thomas Wells sen.
lot 40 and Thomas, Jun. lot 47 (NEHGR, 12:1), but since
Thomas? was not born unt1111661 he would have been only
19. We cannot account for thzs lxstlng. The town of
Westerly was established in 1685 and in 1757, the town
of Hopkinton was set off from the northern part of it
(Griswold, 1877).

|
Children of THOMAS! and NAOMI (MARSHALL) WELLS:

i. JOSEPH? WELLS, b.|7 June 1656 at Boston, MA; d.
26 October 1711 at Groton, CT; m. 28 December
1681, HANNAH REYNOLDS of New London, CT, dau.
of John Reynolds. Joseph, like his father was
a ship builder and indeed, he is ment. by
Denison (1878, p.\57) as "the first sh1pwr1ght
in this v1c1n1ty|[Wester1y]" and it is said
that he built a ship in 1681, this vessel
called "Alexander and Martha" and to be sailed
from New London. Joseph moved early to Groton,
becoming the f1rst ship builder on the Mystic
River. He left a w111 dated 21 Oct. 1711, pro.
12 Feb. 1712, naming son Joseph Exec. and
giving to wife Hannah the house and land along
with the orchard, etc., for 1life for her
maintenance. To éon Joseph he left all lands
and etc. after the d. of his wife, he to take
care of her for life. He also gave sons John
and Thomas some [land and dau. Anne all his
cattle at m. except for one cow for his wife’s
use and also the hpusehold stuff after his wife
d. In 1712, John and Joseph res. at Groton and
were llsted as freemen there (Hurd, 1882, p.
423). Ch. Joseph John; Thomas; Anne. (Ed.
Note: Despite a search of the VR of CT, we have
been unable to identify mates or ch. for any
of the descendants of Joseph?.)

(2) ii. THOMAS? WELLS, b.' 4 December 1661 at Boston,

MAO i

iii. MARY? WELLS, b. 15 April 1665 at Boston, MA;
d.s.p. 12 January11693 at Stonington, CT; m.
15 December 1690, EZEKIEL MAIN, Jr. Ch.:
Ezekiel, Jr., b. 15 Dec 1689; d. 24 Dec 1691.
Ezekiel m. 2nd, 22 Oct 1695, Hannah Rose and
d. 20 Oct 1715 at Ston1ngton CT, leaving a
large fam. by h1s’2nd wf.

iv. RUTH? WELLS, b. ca. 1666/7, prob. at Ipswich,
MA: m. ca. 1690, UAMES? (James') KENYON, b. 4
July 1657 in Lancashire, ENG (Kenyon, 1935, p.
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55). Kenyon ch.: Sarah (m. Samuel Crandall);
James; Thomas (m. Mary Ladd); Ebenezer (m. Amie

[——-] & Elizabeph [-——-]1); John (m. Abigail
Ladd); Ruth; Peter (m. Naomi Wells, dau. of
Nathaniel?).

v. SARAH? WELLS, b.]27 August 1668 at Ipswich:

alive in 1699 (fa.’s will).
vi. JOHN? WELLS, b. ch 1670 at Ipswich, MA. He 1s

said to have m. a|MARY (GRIF, 1989, 2:682).
was presented at court for killing sundry sw1ne
of George Den1son s on 12 June 1688, but the
jury found him not guilty. (Ed. note: some
desc. say that hée m. 31 Oct. 1698 at Boston,
ELIZA BICKFORD, but we question this assertion.
He could have been the John who m. 15 Dec. 1698
at Stratford, CT, MARY JUDSON, but that is
speculation and we have n.f.i.)

vii. NATHANIEL? WELLS, b. ca. 1672 at Ipswich, MA.

THOMAS? (THOMAS!) WELLQ was born 4 December 1661 at
Boston. He died 29 June 1716 at Westerly, Rhode
Island. He married abouﬁ 1693, probably at Westerly,
SARAH, maiden name unknown although many believe her
to be Sarah Rogers whom we believe to be the wf. of
Thomas?, Peter!. He left a will dated 11 April 1716,
proved 9 July 1716, maklng Sarah Executrix. Over-
seers were to be brother Nathaniel and Joseph
Maxson. He gave Sarah' while widow, use of best
room, a COwW, young mafe, and best bed and she was
to have a third of homestead this being the part
that belonged to son Edward. To sons Thomas and
Edward, land where he lived to be divided. The sons
received other properhy and daughter Sarah got a
parcel of sheep, cow, and household stuff. Inventory
showed value of £165.19 consisting of 6 oxen, 6
cows, 4 calves, 3 horses, 14 sheep, 2 lambs, 3 hogs,
9 pigs, clothes, 3 beds, silver money, cards and
etc. !

Children of THOMAS? and SARAH (----) WELLS:
i. THOMAS3® WELLS, b. 112 February 1692.
ii. EDWARD® WELLS, b. 11694.
iii. SARAH® WELLS, b.11696; alive in 1716 (fa.’s
will). ~

NATHANIEL? (THOMAS!) WELLS, was born about 1672 at
Ipswich, Mass. and died| before 1 May 1769 (probate)
at Hopkinton, Rhode Island. He married about 1706,
MARY CRANDALL who was born about 1686 at Newport,

1
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Rhode Island to the Rev. Joseph and Deborah (Bur-
dick) Crandall, and she died in 1763. He left a will
dated 5 July 1763, proved 1 May 1769, Executor son
Jonathan. He left to daughter Naomi Kenyon, daughter
Tacy Burdick, and son Jonathan. Inventory valued
goods at £16.1.3. (Ref.: Crandall, 1949, p. 11.)

Children of NATHANIEL? and MARY (CRANDALL) WELLS,

first five in Westerly, RI, rec.:

i. NAOMI® WELLS, b. 11 May 1707; m. 15 September
1726 at Westerly, PETER KENYON, son of James
and Ruth (Wells) Kenyon. He was b. 1704 and d.
23 Sept. 1746. ﬁenyon ch.: Peter (m. Annie
Arnold); Nathaniel (m. Eleanor Utter); Mary;
James. (Ref.: Kenyon, op. cit., p. 66).

ii. ELIZABETH® WELLS,
fa.’s will. |

iii. JONATHAN® WELLS, b. 22 June 1712.

iv. TACY® WELLS, b. 4 Jan. 1714/5; m. ca. 1734,
HUBBARD BURDICK. Burdick ch.: Thankful;
Hubbard; Nathaniel; Elijah; Parker; Rufus;
Tacy: Abel Joseph

v. RUTH® WELLS, b. 6 Sept. 1717; presum d. before
her fa. as not inlhis will.

vi. THOMAS® WELLS, b. }1719 d.y.

vii. DEBORAH’® WELLS, b. ca. 1720/1; said to have
d.y. and prob. before 1763 (fa.’s will), but
acc. to Crandall (op cit., p. 12), she was the
Deborah who m. 13 March 1740 at Stonington, CT,
THOMAS PARTELOW. !

|
|

THOMAS® (THOMAS?™!) WELLS was born 12 February 1692
at Westerly, Rhode Island and he died in 1770 at
Hopkinton by which time/he had conveyed all his land
to his sons. He marr1ed on 22 September 1717 at
Stonington, Conn. by Dan1e1 Palmer, Justice, PHEBE
GREENE, daughter of BenJam1nz (John!) and Humility
(Coggeshall) Greene, ban about 1698 at Portsmouth,

RI (Coggeshall & Coggeshall 1934, p. 16), her fa.
leaving to her in his w111 of 7 January 1718 (pro.

24 April 1719) as the wife of Thomas Wells (RIGR
1:2:86). On 12 Sept. 1b57 Thomas sold 8 acres of
land in Hopkinton to son Caleb of Westerly for love
(RIGR 4:4:314). On 15 ugust 1758 he of Hopkinton
received £10 for 10 acres of land bounded by Thomas
Wells, Jr. and John |Robinson from the Colony
Trustees and on 2 July 1759 there was an Indenture
of Lease to him for his "natural life" from Caleb
Wells, Joshua Wells, Nathaniel Wells, Jr. all of

1
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Hopkinton and Thomas Wells of Jamestown (RIGR
5:1:3) On 7 January 1759 he of Hopkinton sold "for
love" to his son Nathan1el of Hopkinton 25 acres
bounded by Joshua Wells, Capt. John Maxson and
Thomas Wells, Jr. (RIGR 5:1:4). Edward Wells, Jr.
was a witness. On 7 January 1759 he sold "for love"
to his son Joshua of Hopkinton 25 acres bounded by
Caleb Wells, Thomas Wells, Jr. and Capt. John Maxson
(RIGR 5:1: 6) (See also Greene, 1894, p. 12f.)

Children of THOMAS® and PHEBE (GREENE) WELLS:

i. PHEBE* WELLS, b. 7 October 1718 at Westerly; m.
24 October 1735 at Westerly, CHRISTOPHER
EDWARDS, b. 30 Mar 1715 at Stonington, CT.

ii. LOIS* WELLS b. 30 November 1720 at Westerly;
m. 7 March 1739 at Westerly, THOMAS ROSS, b.
11 Sept. 1719 at Westerly, RI to William2
(William') and Anne (Lewis) Ross. He rem. to
Great Barrington, MA, and remar. (RIGR 3:1:47).
(She)1s mlstakenly 11sted as "Lewis" in the b.
rec

iii. THOMAS* WELLS, b.:s April 1723 at Westerly.

iv. BENJAMIN* WELLS, b. 23 November 1727 at
Westerly. He is prob the Benjamin who in the
1774 census was at West Greenwich as was bro.
Caleb. |

v. CALEB* WELLS, b. 15 May 1731 at Westerly; m. 18
January 1748/9, LOIS COON/MACOON by Benjamin
Randall, Justice. He was a freeman at Hopkinton
when it was formed in 1757. By 7 Jan. 1759 he
and bro. Nathaniel, both of Hopkinton, had
built tan works in partnership on Caleb’s land
and half the prof1ts were to go to Nathaniel
and his heirs as long as it operated. He was
in West Greenwich|in 1774 with one male under
16 and one extra female over 16. He was not in
the 1777 military census of RI nor was son
William. Known ch LOIS; WILLIAM (m. Ruth
Burdick). '

vi. JOSHUA* WELLS, b. 29 October 1733 at Hopkinton;
m. 15 February 1759 at Stonington, CT, ELIZA-
BETH "Dartts" (DAkT?) of Stonington by Elder
Waite Palmer. In 1774 and 1777 he res. at
Hopkinton where he was listed as "Joshua, Jr"
since he was younger than Joshua (James?3,
Peter?!) who was also there. Ch.: GARDNER (b.
20 Mar. 1770; m. 23 Dec. 1792 at Voluntown CT,
Wealthy Gallup) JOSHUA Jr. (b. 17 July 1771)
and prob. more. (Greene, 1894, p. 10, says

|
&

|
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Jos?ua‘m. Elizabeth Partelow and was a clergy-

man) .

vii. SARAH* WELLS, b. 21 August 1735; m. 4 May 1754
at Glocester, THOMAS WOOD.

viii.NATHANIEL* WELLS, "Nathan" in the b. rec., b.
12 February 1737.

ix. NAOMI? WELLS, b. 12 February 1737, twin to

Nathaniel; n.f.r. and prob. d.1i.

EDWARD*® (THOMAS?, THOMAS') was born in 1694 at
Westerly, Rhode Island and he died before 17 Decem-
ber 1765 at Hopkinton, leaving a will dated 22
August 1764 and proved 17 December 1765. He married
on 12 January 1725/6 at Stonington, CT, also
recorded at Westerly, Rhode 1Island, ELIZABETH
RANDALL of Stonington, John Richmond, Justice,
offic. Witnesses were Thomas and Joshua Wells and
John Maxson, Jr. (RIGR 4:2:137). In 1748 he and son
Edward lived at Westerly in the part later set off
as Hopkinton. He was appt. Sealer of Weights and
Measures and Viewer of Lumber., On 8 April 1761 he
deeded 10 acres at Hopkinton "for love to son Thomas
Taylor" (RIGR, 5:3:217). His will left to wife
Elizabeth, to sons Hazard, Edward, David, Matthew,
Thomas and Randall and to daughter Sarah (unmarried)
and two daughters not named. He also left to
grandson Stephen. (Ed. Note: If he had a dau. who
m. a Thomas Taylor we have found no record of her.)

Children of EDWARD? and ELIZABETH (CRANDALL) WELLS:
i. HAZARD® WELLS, b. ca. 1724; alive in 1764
(named in fa.’s will}).
ii. EDWARD* WELLS, b. 23 February 1726/7 at
Westerly, RI.
iii. JOSEPH* WELLS, b. 16 April 1729 at Westerly.
iv. DAVID* WELLS, b. 20 July 1731 at Westerly; m.
12 May 1756 at Stonington, CT, ANNA LANGWORTHY,
dau. of Thomas? (Robert?®'!) and Content
(Sanford) Langworthy and she d. 18 Sept. 1756
(Langworthy, 1940, p. 97) :; m. 2nd, HANNAH
STILLMAN, On 11 OQet. 1756 he and wife Anna
(Hannah) sold 21 acres of land in Hopkinton to
Samuel Maxson of Westerly (RIGR 5:1:2).
V. ELIZABETH?* WELLS, b. 13 October 1733 at
Westerly; may be the Elizabeth who m. 5 January
1758 at Hopkinton, JONATHAN CRANDALL if it was
not Elizabeth (formerly Dinah), dau. of Peter?
(Thomas?, Peter!) g.v. If so, she was b. six
vears before he was (16 Feb. 1739/40) and he

20
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m. at age 18. Crandall (1949, p. 57) says that
Elizabeth, wife of Jonathan (b. to Joseph and
Elizabeth [Crandall] Crandall) was b. 10 Dec.
1739 which would favor the other Elizabeth.
Crandall also says they m. 30 April 1760 which
would make sense because their first ch.
Tryphena, was b. 29 Apr. 1761. However, the
other Elizabeth 11ved in West Greenwich.
MATTHEW* WELLS,. b. 17 February 1735/6 at
Westerly. i

THOMAS* WELLS, b. 13 September 1738 at
Westerly.

viii.MARY* WELLS, b. 17 October 1740;: m. 16 December

1X.

X.

(13) «xi.
xii.

1761 at Hopkinton, OLIVER CLARKE.

JOHN* WELLS, b. 4 June 1742; prob. d. before
fa. as not in his will.

THANKFUL* WELLS, b. 6 December 1745; m. 26
December 1762 at Hopkinton, SIMEON HISCOCK; m.
2nd, 6 January 1765 at Richmond, EDWARD LILLI-
BRIDGE (she surnamed "Wells" in the rec.). Lil-
libridge ch.: Dorcas; Mary; Patience; Lydia;
Edward; Amos (m. Phoebe Hoxsie) (GRIF 1:64).
RANDALL* WELLS, b. 30 September 1747.

SARAH* WELLS, b. 26 July 1751.

6. JONATHAN?® (NATHANIEL?, THOMAS‘ WELLS was born 22 June
1712 at Westerly, RI, and d. before 4 April 1785 at
Hopkinton when his will of 5 Mar 1772 was proved.

He m.

29 November 1734 at Westerly, Elder John

Maxson offic., ELIZABETH MAXSON, dau. of Joseph?
(John?, Richard!) and Tacy (Burd1ck) Maxson by whom
he had a son Jonathan who d.i.; m. 2nd, REBECCA,

maiden name unk. He was still m. to Elizabeth on 24
April 1747 when her fa{ named her in his will. He

res.

at Westerly in 1753. He and sons Elnathan and

Jonathan, Jr. were witnesses to the 29 April 1765
will of Joseph Lawton of Hopkinton (RIGR 4:2:137).
He and sons were in the 1777 military census at
Hopkinton, he over 60 yrs. of age. His ch. are said
to be by his 2nd wf.

Children of JONATHAN® and REBECCA (----- ) WELLS:

i.

ii.

ELNATHAN* WELLS, d.s.p. before 20 August 1804
when will of 2 July 1804 was pro. in which he
ment. his fa. Jonathan and sis. Elizabeth
Babcock, wife of Peleg, and her ch. (RIGR
5:3: 279) In 1777 he res. at Hopkinton.
JONATHAN* WELLS, m..6 Jun 1767 by John Maxson,
Justice, at Hopk1nton, AMY ROGERS. He was in
;
ZL

1
t
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the military census at Hopkinton in 1777 with
his bro. Elnathan. Ch. b. at Hopkinton: ELIZA-
BETH (b. 11 Feb. 1769), MARY (b. 29 Oct. 1773).

iii. ELIZABETH* WELLS, b. 11 February 1769; m. 18
Jun 1789 at Hopkinton, PELEG BABCOCK.

THOMAS* (THOMAS?, THOMASz THOMAS!) WELLS was b, 5
April 1723 at Westerly, RI and he d. before 7
November 1796; m. 3 Apr11 1745, SARAH THOMPSON. On
24 Mar. 1761 he bought from William Guile of Hopkin-
ton, 67 acres which on 4 Sept. that yr. he and wife
Sarah sold to his bro.| Nathaniel (RIGR 5:3:223). It
was he who did the m111tary census for Hopkinton in
1777, submitting it on 19 Apr. He served as town
clerk for Hopkinton from 1767 to 1770, in 1776, from
1778 to 1782, and in 1790 (Griswold, op.cit.). He
was also a Deputy from Hopkinton to the General
Assembly at Newport from 1769 to 1772 and in 1774
and 1775. He left a will at Hopkinton dated 5 Oct.
1778, pro. 7 Nov. 1796. In it he left to wf. Sarah,
sons Thompson, Henry, Thomas and Amos and daus. Lois
Lewis, Sarah Lewis, Eunice Rathbun and Phebe Wells
(RIGR 5:2:275).
Children of THOMAS* ané SARAH (THOMPSON) WELLS:
i. THOMPSON® WELLS, b. ca. 1746.
ii. HENRY> WELLS, b. ca. 1748; m. MERCY LITTLE-
FIELD. :
iii. THOMAS® WELLS, b. .ca. 1750.
iv. AMOS® WELLS, b. ca, 1752; m. BETSEY GRIFFEN. He
was in the 1777 military census at Hopkinton.
v. LOIS’ WELLS, b. ca. 1754; m. 16 January 1772 at
Hopkinton, BERIAH;LEWIS.
vi. SARAH® WELLS, b. ca. 1756; m. 28 April 1777 at
Hopkinton, ISRAEL,  LEWIS.
vii. EUNICE® WELLS, b. ca. 1758; m. 28 June 1784 at
Hopkinton, JOHN RATHBUN.
viii.PHEBES WELLS, b. ca. 1760; m. JOSEPH POTTER, b.
16 Feb. 1759 to George and Content (Maxson)
Potter (Brown, 19%6).
i

NATHAN(IEL)* (THOMAS3, THOMASZ, THOMAS!) was born 12
February 1737 at Hopkinton and d. at Scituate before
12 March 1764 (date of pro. of will of 21 May 1759);
m. 9 March 1758 at Hopk1nton MARY THURSTON, b. 27
Aug. 1737 at Little Compton to George and Keziah
Thurston. He was called "Jr." in RI rec. because he
was younger than unclelNathan1e1 who did not die
until 1769. On 2 Jan. 1761 he and Mary sold 16 acres
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at Hopkinton, bound by James Wells, Francis West,
and George Thurston, to Thomas West (RIGR 5:3:219).,
On 2 July 1761 he and Mary sold other land to
Francis West (RIGR 5:3:22). In his will he left to
wife Mary, sons John, Nathaniel and Shadrack, and
dau. Lovel Felt (RIGR 4:1:82). According to Greene
(1894, p. 13) he had ch. George, Keziah, Nathaniel
and others. If one adds John, Shadrack and Lovel,
this makes for six children, all born between 1758
and 1764, a period of six years which seems strange
and, in fact, this will is dated in 1759 by which
time he had had three children in one year! Is there
another Nathaniel??

Possible Children of NATHANIEL* and MARY (THURSTON)
WELLS:
i. JOHN® WELLS, b. ca. 1758; m. RUTH BURDICK.
ii. NATHANIEL® WELLS, b. ca. 1760.
iii. SHADRACK® WELLS, b. ca. 1762.
iv. LOVELS WELLS, b. ca. 1763/4; m. —---- FELT.
v. GEORGE® WELLS, b. unk.; not in fa.’s will if
this is his fa.
vi. KEZIAH® WELLS, b. unk.; not in fa.’s will if
this is his fa.

EDWARD* (EDWARD?, THOMAS?, THOMAS!) WELLS was b. 23
February 1726/7 at Westerly, RI, and he m. 25
December 1749 at Hopkinton by Benjamin Randall,
Justice, ELIZABETH SHEFFIELD, b. 1 Oct. 1728 at
Westerly. He d. in 1798. Cutter (op. cit., p. 2087)
says he was b. at Hopkinton, but his b. is in the
VR of Westerly. He was!a Lt. in the Fourth Co. of
Westerly and in 1757-8 ! was Capt. of the Second Co.
of Hopkinton. He was also a deputy to the General
Assembly from Hopkinton from 1758 to 1761 and in
1767-68. From 1786 to 1789 he was a justice of the
inferior Ct. of common pleas and general sessions
of the peace for Washington co. He appeared in the
1777 military census at Hopkinton age 50-60.
|

Children of EDWARD* and ELIZABETH (SHEFFIELD) WELLS,
most being recorded at Hopkinton:
i. SARAH® WELLS, b. 19 & d. 21 November 1750.
ii. CATHERINE® WELLS, b. 23 October 1752.
iii. STEPHEN® WELLS, b. 4 April 1754.
iv. SHEFFIELD® WELLS, |b. 21 December 1755; d. 11
November 1759.

!
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v. LUCY® WELLS, b. 18 September 1757; prob. the
TACY WELLS who m. 19 December 1782 at Hopkin-
ton, PERRY BURDICK.

vi. CYNTHIA® WELLS, b. 22 September 1759 at
Westerly; prob. m. STEPHEN RANDALL.

vii, FANNIE® WELLS, b. 19 January 1761: m. cousin
ELIAS WELLS.

viii.EDWARD SHEFFIELD? WELLS, b. 9 June 1765 at
Westerly.

JOSEPH* (EDWARD®, THOMAS? THOMAS!) WELLS was born 16
April 1729 at Westerly, RI and he d. before his fa.
who d. in 1765. He m. ca. 1755, MERCY LILLIBRIDGE
of Westerly.

Children of JOSEPH'* and MERCY (LILLIBRIDGE) WELLS
born at Hopkinton, RI:
i. MARY/MERCY® WELLS, b. 11 October 1756:; m.
BENJAMIN HOXSIE.
ii. SAMUEL® WELLS, b. 6 February 1758.
iii. THANKFUL® WELLS, b. 23 March 1761; m. 15
October 1780, ZEBULON PENDLETON.
iv. JOSEPH® WELLS, b. 18 May 1763.

MATTHEW* (EDWARD?, THOMAS?, THOMAS') WELLS was born
17 February 1735/6 at Westerly, RI, and he m. 5
January 1758 at Hopkinton, BRIDGET BURDICK, Joshua
Clarke, Justice offic.:; m. 2nd, 18 December 1788 at
Hopkinton by Elder John Burdick, ELIZABETH COON,
dau. of David Coon. His 1st four ch. were b. at
Hopkinton.

Children of MATTHEW? and BRIDGET (BURDICK) WELLS:

i. ELISHA® WELLS, b. 19 September 1758; m. 28 June
1787 at Westerly by Elder Isaiah Wilcox, EUNICE
WILCOX, dau. of David Wilcox of Westerly,
dec'd. Elisha and his bro. Elias were at Hop-
kinton in 1777 for the military census, both
between 16 and 50. Ch. b. at Westerly: EUNICE
{(b. 31 Mar. 1788); ELISHA (b. 20 Aug. 1789);
AMEY (28 Jan. 1791).

ii. BATHSHEBA® WELLS, b. 6 July 1760: m. -—---
SEAMAN.

iii. JOHN® WELLS, b. 3 December 1763: m. 16 June
1788 at Hopkinton, SARAH RIDER and had dau.
BATHSHEBA b. 19 Apr. 1789 there.

iv. ELIAS® WELLS, b. 3 Jan 1762/3; m. cousin FANNIE
WELLS, dau. of Edward®.
v. ALEANJA ORCANUS® WELLS, b. ca. 1766.

24
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vi. CATLEY WELCOMES WELLS, b. ca. 1768.
vii. PARDON® WELLS, b. ca. 1769; m. HANNAH HAKES.
viii .NELLIE® WELLS, b. ca. 1770.
ix. MATTHEW® WELLS, b. 18 December 1788; m. 15
October 1813 at Hopkinton, WELATHA BURDICK.

THOMAS* (EDWARD?, THOMAS?, THOMAS') WELLS was born 13
September 1738 at Westerly and he m. 17 September
1761 at Richmond, RI, SARAH CLARKE who was b. 15
June 1745 at Rlchmond RI. All their ch. were b. at
Richmond.

Children of THOMAS* and SARAH (CLARKE) WELLS:
i. CLARKE® WELLS, b.: 8 July 1762.
ii. JOSEPH’ WELLS, b. 2 September 1764; m. SYLVIA
WELLS, dau of Randall, and rem. to OH.
iii. DAVIDS WELLS, b. 2 April 1766.
iv. MARY® WELLS, b. 2 December 1768: m. 1 January
1788 at Hopkinton, JOB. B. CLARKE.
v. ANNES WELLS, b. 1 Jan 1770.

RANDALL* (EDWARD?, THOMASZ, THOMAS!) WELLS was born
30 September 1747 at Westerly, RI and he d. in 1821.
He m. ca. 1770, LOIS ! MAXSON. He served as town
treasurer from 1806 to\1811. He left a will dated
2 July 1821, pro. 5 Nov. 1821. He named ch. Sylvia,
Randall, Harris, Thomas V., and Barton. His ch. are
rec. at Hopk1nton'wh1chwwas formed from Westerly and
he appeared at Hopk1nton in the 1777 military census
age 16-50.

Children of RANDALL* and LOIS (MAXSON) WELLS:

i. RUSSELL’ WELLS, b. .ca 1771; m. 5 Aug 1802 by
Joseph Potter, Justice, LYDIA CRANDALL, dau.
of Phineas Crandall.

ii. SYLVIAS WELLS, b. 'ca. 1773; m. cousin JOSEPH
WELLS. This couple is ment. in Denison (op.
cit., p. 148) as being among those who rem. to
Muskingum co., OH, and Sylvia is reported as
having twice made the journey back to Westerly
by horseback. g

iii. RANDALL® WELLS, b. ca. 1775; may have m.
PATIENCE COON/MACOON if it was not Randall, son
of John* (Peter3?!) who m. her.

iv. BARTON® WELLS, b. ca. 1781. He m. and had a son
Randall ment. in his fa.’s will.

v. HARRIS® WELLS, b. 22 Jan 1783.

vi. THOMAS® WELLS, m. 1820, SUSAN WELLS.

25|
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THOMPSON® (THOMAS*, THOMAS?, THOMAS2?, THOMAS!) WELLS
was b. ca. 1746. He m. 24 Dec 1767, ELIZABETH PALMER
& 2nd, 27 September 1782 at Westerly, Elder Isaiah
Wilcox offic., PHEBE ELLIS of Charlestown. He res.
at Westerly and Hopkinton where had ch. He was in
the 1774 census at Hopkinton, but not in the 1777
military census of RI.

Children of THOMPSONS and ELIZABETH (PALMER) WELLS:
i. RHODA® WELLS, b. 14 May 1768; m. ca. 1792,
ELNATHAN CLARKE.
ii. PALMER® WELLS, b.' 31 March 1771.
iii. ELIZABETH® WELLS, b. 28 August 1773.
iv. THOMPSON® WELLS, b. 16 June 1776; d. before 4
March 1811 at Hopkinton; m. PHEBE POTTER.
v. MARY® WELLS, b. 23 November 1778.

Children of THOMPSON and PHEBE (ELLIS) WELLS, all
but last ch. b. at Westerly, RI:
vi. ABBY® WELLS, b. 12 November 1785; m. 18
December 1812, ALPHEUS M. GREENE.
vii. PHEBE® WELLS, b. 21 May 1787.
viii.EUNICE® WELLS, b. 21 June 1788; m. 17 November
1810 at Westerly,! ZEBULON STILLMAN.
ix. LUCY® WELLS, b. 16 August 1793.
x. ABIGAILS WELLS, b. 12 November 1795.
xi. JOSEPH® TAYLOR WELLS, b. 14 December 1797.
xii. ELNATHAN® CLARKE' WELLS, b. 6 May 1800 at
Hopkinton. ‘

THOMAS® (THOMAS*™3-2"!) WELLS was born about 1750 at
Westerly, RI; prob. m. about 1784 at Kingston, MARY
ROBINSON and d. about 1828 at Hopkinton leaving a
will dated 14 Mar. 1827 and codicil 28 Mar. 1828,
pro. 1 June 1829. Inj it he named sons Thomas
Robinson, John, Amos Russell, Henry Manning and
daus. Mary (single), Betsey Perry, Sally Palmer,
Harriet (single), Charhotte Stillman and Juliana
(single) (RIGR 7:2:157). His wf. d. in 1828, prob.
just before the codicil was prepared.

Children of THOMAS® and MARY (ROBINSON) WELLS, all

probably born at Hopkinton, Rhode Island:
i. THOMASS ROBINSON WELLS, b. ca. 1785; d. before
10 October 1853 at So. Kingston; m. 1st, EMMA

P. (----) and 2nd4 ELIZABETH (----). ’
ii. MARY® WELLS, b. ca.| 1787; single in 1828 (fa.’s
will).
iii. ELIZABETHS WELLS, b. ca. 1789; m. —---- PERRY.

]
26



16.

17

18.

THOMAS WELLS FAMILY

iv. JOHN® WELLS, b. ca. 1792; alive in 1828.

v. CHARLOTTE® WELLS, b. ca. 1794: m. ---- STILL-
MAN .
vi. SARAH® WELLS, b. ca. 1796; m. —-—-— PALMER.

vii. AMOS® RUSSELL, b. ca. 1798; alive in 1828.
viii.JULIANA® WELLS, b. ca. 1800; single in 1828.
ix. HARRIET® WELLS, b. ca. 1802; single in 1828.
x. HENRY® MANNING WELLS, b. ca. 1804: alive in
1828.

EDWARD SHEFFIELD?® (EDWARD*, EDWARD?, THOMAS?,
THOMAS') WELLS was born 9 June 1765 at Westerly,
R.I. and he m. 6 January 1791, Elder Joshua Clarke
offic., LUCY or TACY HUBBARD. He was town treasurer
for Hopkinton in 1804 and 1805,

Children of EDWARD SHEFFIELD® and TACY (HUBBARD)
WELLS:
i. DANIEL L.® WELLS, b. 26 Mar. 1796 at Westerly.
ii. ELIZABETH® WELLS, b. 30 April 1797 at Westerly;
m. 3 April 1813 at Hopkinton, JOHN GREENE,
IJz..
iii. EDWARD SHEFFIELD® WELLS; m. 30 Apr. 1817 at
Hopkinton, DEBORAH H. LEWIS.
iv. JAMES® WELLS, m. 20 April 1817 at Hopkinton,
LUCY GAVITT.

SAMUEL" (JOSEPH*, EDWARD?, THOMAS?, THOMAS!) WELLS
was born 6 February 1758 at Hopkinton. He m. 29 Nov
1781, SUSANNA POTTER, dau. of George and Content
(Maxson) Potter.

Children of SAMUEL® and SUSANAH (POTTER) WELLS, all
born at Hopkinton, RI:
i. JOSEPH® WELLS, b. 7 May 1783;: d. 1837 in NY: m.
LYDIA MAXSON (Brown, 1956).

ii. SUSANNA® WELLS, b. 14 November 1788.

iii. SAMUEL® WELLS, b. 27 April 1791.

iv. GEORGE POTTER® WELLS, b. 14 December 1793.

v. WILLIAM DAVIS® WELLS, b. 8 April 1797.

vi. THANKFUL® POTTER WELLS, b. 7 August 1803.

PALMER® (THOMPSONS, THOMAS*, THOMAS®, THOMAS?,
THOMAS!) WELLS was born 31 March 1771 at Westerly,
RI. He married on 21 April 1795 at Newport, RI,
CHARLOTTE COGGESHALL, b. at Newport, RI, and d.
there 12 Nov. 1801 (Coggeshall & Coggeshall, 1982,
. 41Y:; m. 2nd at Westerly, SUSANNAH PERRY. dau. of
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Jonathan Perry of South Kingston, m. perf. by Rev.
Thomas Kendall on 20 September 1802.

Children of PALMER® and CHARLOTTE (COGGESHALL)
WELLS: i
i. THOMPSON’ WELLS, b. 1 Aug. 1796 at Westerly.
ii. ELISHA” WELLS, b. 14 Feb. 1798 at Stonington,
CT). \
Children of PALMER® and SUSANNAH (PERRY) WELLS:
iii. PALMER? WELLS, b. 10 Sept. 1803.
iv. SUSAN’ POTTER WELLS, b. 5 July 1805.
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