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Historiography

This Coat of Arms was officially recorded in anclent heraldic archivea, Ita
design is the only one af its kind ln existence. Tho written heraldic dis-
cription is worded in the langunge developed by the herslds es it sppears in
the records. The Cirst use of o Coat of Arms was for identification on tha
battlefield. Many times deeds of valor were recorded with a memorable symbol,
Ine fact nf the rocording of » Coat of Arms means its bparer's surnams had ita
origln at least as far back as medleval times, As not everyone was granted a
Coat of Arms, it also means the family name was singled out ages sgo to be
1ifted from conformity end personal extinctlion. Aa many people of tho same
name are unrelated, we have not traced anyone's individual famlly tree to
ohtain the information in this report. It should be remembered, however, that
many people may be direct deacendents of a particular bloodline and be unknoun
to each other, Although bearers of this old end distinguished family nama
comprise a small [ractlon of the populaticn, a surprising number of theam have
gained world-wlde recognition. Space here permits only the listing of a scant
few of its famous members, they include: b
JOHANN HEINMICH WINKLER (b, 1703) A Professor of Letin, Member of the
Electriclte Statigue.

EDWIN THEODGAE WINKLER (b. 1823) Clergyman., In 1AS5L he wos called to the
pastorate of the Flrat Baptist Church, Dr. Winkler was the suthor of 8 cate-
chism for the instructlon of colored peaple.

VALENTINE UIMMLER (1865-1956) Minister of Agriculture in Menitobs 1915-20.
In 1892 he founded the willsage of Winkler by opening B grain-slevator and
lumber buslness, which he operated for tan years.

GEORGIA GERTAUDE WIMMLER (b. 1BB3} Uriter, Author of short stories sbout

putdoor Canado. Member of Protestant Church: of England, Member af the
Press Club, she was against woman'e suffrage.

As is evident, this femily name I8 a very old and distingulshed one. TIh
gbove is but m mere hint of its Alrustrious history.
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TEXAS
PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT

COMMIBETON NS
FEARCE JOHNSOMN
CHAIRMARN, LUSTIM

L P GILYIMN
MEMOER. AMARILLE

HARRY JERSIG
WMEMBER, SAN ANTONIOD

J. M SINGLETOMN
EXECUTIVE DIRELTOR

ROBEAT G. MAUERMANN
DEPUTY QIRESTON

Moranans Santdiliug STats Pags
P 0, Box 1738
MONAHANS, TEXAS 79756

May 26,1970

lirs.Henry Winkler Swires

Mumtingbon Beach,California 92617

Dear lrs Swiress:

I am forwarding vour letber to The Kermit Chamber of Commerce,lermit,Texas 79745
which is the County Seut of Winkler County.I mm guite sure that they cen give you
the full name of the man Winkler County wes nomed from ond maybe just what he was
doing and whye

The Monshans Sandhills State Fark 1ls mostly in Ward County with & portion extending
into Viinkler County comprising of 3,840 scres.ionshans,the County Geat of Ward County
was also named from o men who was the driller of the first "sweet" water well in this
gcountry for the T & P Rallroade.

To the best of my kmowledge Winkler County was so named from a U.S.Army Ool.liinklsr
beck about the turn of the centurye.

Best Regerds and best of luck,

Lﬁn . //(47 pral

Jeladoymins
Park Supt
gotfermit C of C



(Not printed af Government expense)

Congressional Record

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 85% CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

The Monahans Sandhills of Texas

EXTENSION OF REMARES

HON. LYNDON B. JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Wednesday, May 14, 1958

M. JOHNEON of Texos. Mr Presi-
dent, T ask unanimous consent that thers
be printed In the Appendix of the Rec-
onp 0 portion of an address deliverad by
J, Conrad Dunagan, of Monahans, Tex.,
president of the MMonshaons Shndhills
Park Association, before the Fort Stock-
ton, Tex., Historical Soclety.

There being no objection, the excerpis
from the address were ordered to e
printed In the Reconn, of follows:
Appress. 0y, J. Comnpan DunNacss, PamsioEtm,

MonaEANS Hamosinig Pamic ASSOCIATION,

Magciz 21, 1058

Mr. Chnirman, members of the Fort Stogk=
ton Historienl Socleby, guests, you probably
replize thot the Monnhonns Sandhlily Stoe
Park nnd Museum nro close to oy heart, and
you probably kuow that I'm pgolng to bhave
to watch my tlne lo kvep from geiting car-
ried away with enthostasm for thls develop=
mentand speaking too long.

Bacause I might get carried away and for-
got to say i, Twant to say a-couple of things
abput Fort Stockton belore I begin on the
Monahang Sendhills.

Cmao thing which I adimire ahout your com-
munity snd-vour people |5 the evidence of
intellnctual and cultural maturlty of which
your very, orgenipatiom—the historical’ o
clety—In 0 most prominent example. I'va
henrd of fow communities in our part of the
COUNLry which have davelopsd an cegnnlza-
ton such ne you-have here. It peoma o Ine
n sign of aivic maturicy.

In many of our west Texon communitics,
there ln Nistorical matecial which could ba
pregerved and kept for the instruction of
Tuture geierntions, but I'm socry to say
that ‘much of this moaterinl ia grodually
being lost, Periaps the most perishoble
are the mmemorles of the old timers, Un-
1paa thelr Yecollections ace written down, 1t
Wil heonll oo soon thot thoy are 1ost fors-
over, There must ba thousands of fadlng

SOTERG--GESAL

photographs  and  letters—and papers—
Iving' forgotien in' bnok-rpom elassis which
coltld ba' prezecved to glve thoee who come
after un & true ploturs of meny sspects of
ifs in this part of the world in ploneer
dnyn. T commend you for the work which
your organtzation is dolng dlong these Hines,

Anathar thing upon which T would lke to
campliment you people of Fort Stockion is
your  pwaretiess of the economic vnlue of
the tourist  Indostry.,  The compoany to
which I devots most of my tme has the
privilege of serving some 15 west Texas
cotmties with solt drinks and I don't thinig
thops s o Eingie comminity which hos
showtl na much appreciatlon Tor the valup
tf Lhe visltors and aowillingness to dosome-
thing to Interest them; as hns Fort Stock-
tan, The constroction of your tourist cen=
ter, the declslve wetion which you took in
preserving the Combnehs  Springs  swime
ming poal; ars among the visible manifes—
tatiohs of this spirit ‘'of eppreclation for
the vikltor.

I hope that other mearby ecommunities
witl follow your lekd in developing faeilitles
to Gwttraet the tourist. It is an pbvious
fuet that tourlsts eeldom come to a popl-
lnr area to visit just one attraction—they
like to visit an'ared which has many: ste
traotionn  “Logk at southeérn Califormin’ for
eximple—or mnortherns New  MMexiéo—andd
Colorade. Ench of our wost ToXxus comimu=
nities hag some partieular featurs which
ean be developed nto an interesting and
different type of recreatlonal foeflity. You
hiave more than most: Ol Fort ‘Stockton,
Comnnche Bprings, Rooney Park the Biggs
Musoitm, and, ua doubt, others, MeCrimey
hns the Mondoss Tralls Muosoum, Csatls
Ganp, nnd the Hing Moumtaln. Alplne has
the Big Bond Memorinl Museum: near Fort
Davie is the Davily Mountalns State Park;
thire 18 Belmorhen State Purk and Big Bend
Notional Park: Odessa hion o potentinily
preoat mttraotion in the Meteor Crater, o few
miles west of town: rlght here helweesn
Peoos Oounty nnd’ Crane County les the
famous Horsshead] Crossing and Monnbnng
hus thn Bandhills,

Friendly rivalry between thege commiinl-
tlen In our oren o ges which enn develop
the most attroctive polnta of interest enrn
do nothing but good for all of our com=
munitiss. The more thot ench community
in this nren helps (teelf, the more the entira



Y

group o helped to capture a ahare of this
nugl;ubed gold mine of tourist dollirn,

£ of courde, we develap these fnpliities
rarmnrenumummﬂmmmgummn
harvest of tourlst dollars. Wae develop them
Ep that our own Ioenl and oren ofHisene onn
enjoy and spprociote what nstorée—and
man—linve provided for us in-this part of
e world,

However, oftentimes, It taken somebody
from outeids our own Aren o polnt out to
us what wo have that is unuspal or inter-
esting, I must edmit tiat gieh wie the
e -wWith me. Eevernl yeern ngo p bBanker
friend of oury who {6 n vice president of tho
Colirornla Bank in Los Angelis . stopped o
our house oba Friday afternoon dn his wuy
to a baukor's piectiog in Dallis, We know
that the banlker'sn conventlon dlgn’t siprt
until Sindey and wo asked/\f he ware golng
down eatiy. “No," holwudd, e pend nnd
henrd of Old FPort Btockton, and T just wiit
to go down thers and Jook at what remaine
of 1t I'vit been foscinntsd by s history”
He thon ssked me what soch of ehope the
fort was In. and I %ax ashismed to say that
I hod just never hnd the curioslty o po and
pee for mysnil.

The Monahans Sandhiils W= 1o rz:m:p:.lnn.
The firal tdme I heard o man 88y he wes
golng to) toke his family out and epend i
day In the sandhiils, T thought he was
nute” Tt spent my haj"tmud i a part«of
that some strip of  sand which cxtends
northward for ghout a hundred milag inio
Galnes County, As o kld I rode lorsss
through n lot of sand—halping on-rotndiipg
and harding goats, in the dovy befoce we L
any gost-proof  fenoes,  Bandhills meang
nothing to mg except just n stubborn ob-
stnele to Ipcamdtion. I helped pueh our
old Medel Y out of many oo ssndbed,
Thao Iden thab anyone would delibepatsly
choose to go mpend o day fn the sandhills
Just gldn't mplkee senng to me,

Iwnﬂng In Atldland i about 1031, when
that “foolish man' proposed -to Alke throngh
tha pand, and within p yoar or no By nnd I
mbirr e nnd moved to Monohang, ood 1 wenh
ot to the sendhills with nogrotip of Boy
Beoute, I began to realizs cerfaln recrec-
Homnl uspects of the sindhills, A couple of
years oy, my wife, Eitte, and T went tack
to the University of Texns and I chose tha
Eanidhify o8 n subject for W paper wnlah T
wrote In an Engleh compositlon cloes, -

Howpver, It wis not uotll mors than 19
years Inter that we roallsed what we'had in
tho pnmd B Te camin  wbout An - this way.
Hitty had b program fop the Wedneedny Sludy
@b, Hor seslinment wig to SPEHiE ot SGme
Iptnt ares gublect, Another member of Ner
clih, Mo 2UW, Bampaon, Whils browmiog
throtgh the Calkosbury Book Stora fnoDaltlis,
had notlead i boak which hada nhlpl:l.-.r In it
pn tho Monahanz getdhills, The hook wis
Adventures With n Texes Naturnlist, by Dr.
Roy Bedlehelk, of the University 'of Texin,
EILhY regd the Bookk and swns guite enilus]-

ATRA0—0A0R1

nstlo ohout 1 espeoinlly the part nhout the
Monhahans sundhille, I rend 1t and becamn
vory enthusiastie, too. T want to read von
1or '3 paragrophs ‘from this book on the
Bandnlilg:: =~ I .

T fonnd mysel! In the midet of o minia-
ture forest of onk and mesguits, Each diune
i gownoed by an ocak trep. 10 fo 44 Inches
1l Jeaded with neorn, Interspersed smong
tho oaks ond towsring above thom s scrub
mssquite, DEfvy with clusters of long, yellow-
{ih Beane hanging nenrly to the ground.

T venture the stutement, without re-
azarih, thil in ng oblier forestad section, the
Arongon Vallsy not excepted, In thers to bo
Tound o nigher proportlon of frult to wood
than in this Lifliputinn jungle In the north-
orpn portlon of Ward dointy, Vezstntively
connldered, It 18 o mach n oniural eoriosity
na the Puinted Degery bf Lhe wondér arens of
Yollowstone, This Jummocks expnvse- of
ptuntad prowiha, o an ample sampls of 1t
should be raserved and protecisd n= a Biate
or nationnl parks

She BOC. Therp informs methat the lictle
oak (Quercus havardll) s confined to the
unndy wouth' pieins of Texny nnd of enastorn
Hew Mexico, Huroly renching to o holght of
50 ineher, 118 slendor stems wrise from 4 thick
roototoci bured 4 to. g inches Below thie sur=
Iace. It bearan fat pcorn nearly an'inch long
and more than half an inch thick, Thos the
ald’ proverh, “Gireat onks from lttle soorng
grow,' = rovereed' (o thin topay-turvy land
where only minlature oaks fiom glant nearnm
Brow.™

Dr. Bedichek™s words sounded  wonderful
anil e us B anpreciation of o phose of the
pabighills which' wo had not had  before,
Hewover, we-were b that time having postenr
growlng pilng in oor businsss and in oo
prececupntion with the dally detalls, it nover
cocurred to us thot probably nobody would
ever develop the shnd hills intu A park unlsss
wi did 1t

The years woro on, and fnafly; in' 1851, wa
had cconsion to vislt In Washington, D, C,,
and through our Congressmun, Een Begat,
wir Bt up an appolntment with tha Hf;uomu.
Park Servioe. The nationnl park poople were
very cooperative, but when they found thaf
praotieally all the land in our ares wns
under leass for olf and gas, thoy advised
A 0 go (the eiate park routs, bacause
nationnl parigs-must own thelr minerals nnd;
ohivlously, ths lands upan which the pork
eanld ke develaped were tob valunble to ac=
guirs-Tor park purpoces, i the minerals wera
tnoldded.

Thorpaftor, we did get M touch with the
Trens State Parks Board and they regquested
tho Natlonal Park Seryice to maks 8 survey to
determing the feanibility of eatabilching o

in the aren, Thiswos done and T want
o rehd ta vou o eauple of excefpls from the
Rutlenal Park Beérvioe Teport:

Investipntian of the recrantlon resourcen

of 'west Tixds (Indichtes that the COdessa-



Monahans-Pecod  nren lacks adoqunte poark
facllltles.

H#The Monnhang Sandn is piirnctive in ter-
rafn, plant lfe, and archeologled]l wnd his-
torieal slgnificance, and s locsted so ns o
provide s useful dnd centrally Jooated State
pork for this orea;

The loenl communities are interested in
estnblishing n park in this part of the State
and probably will be wiiling to pequire o sjte
and presentit to the State”

I will not fry to tell you the stary of how
we worked and trled for yesrs before wo
mmnde our dream como i, Any of you who
Have spedrheaded & drive to create some-
thing now and different for your eommunity,
knows of the many obatacles which présent
thomanlves and which must be overcoms,
one by one, beforo you cnn reallzs: the goal.
Some of the things which we had to over=-
coma wore!

1. The ofl company lesses didn't want us
to put the park on their lpsse; thoy woers
uneaky ol the prospects of yisitors, especinlly
ehlldren, who' might domage or be burt by
all producing -and drilling equipment,

4. The: prominent rancher who had the
grasy ledse wes strongly opposed to piving
up nny grousd and ylolently opposed having
people in thers who might chouse 1ils catile,

4. The ownera of the land refused to sell.

4. The city had no way to aegulee the land

five! 'milss from: the city limits, nnd tho
eountys park tax asseanmant had bDeen ralsed
to the imaximim in the bullding of four
community center bulldings. Besides that,
any funds which onr county hns-are always
divided Into four parts (uniesa It's spme-
thing like a courthouse, whers you can't
hnve one in each precinet), and usually esch
commissioner getn In the nelghborhood of
onz-fourth of the fotal,
I B:The-land whichh was by all odda the
most desirable for- the park lay In-two coln=
ties, Even if Ward Oounty lad the money,
and the land wos for mile. Ward County
maoney couldn’t ke expanded for Jand in
Winlkler County. Winkler County wos in no
mood to put up money for o park which woald
bonefit Mombana. _

0. Ninoty-five pereent of the voters-in our
county had no coneeption of what the ssnd
hills wers like—ihey hod boeen fenced of
for yenre—and hnd 1iftle -Interest in the
projeot,

T, We were golng through s school scrap,
where the boord roplaced the superintendsnt
and the head foothall coach, and our town
whas divided into two bitter factions over
thibs lssue,

L - - - -

Pechaps vou ean understand that, with
these things and other smill troubles, it
tool us yenrs to-bring the park into reality.
Bt we did finglly make o dréam eome truoe
and, after n lopg ssarch we found a-man o
min. our. park and museum, A litle Inter
on i the program, Mr, Bob Larson s golng
o show you what we have.

40765501

_—

Mr. Domacex. I think you might be in=
terested in o few histariosl nofes on the lm-
pressions the pandhille made on ontly-doy
explorerid. The firvst troveler who kept o
fatrly compilete journnl seema. to hinve been
Capt,-H. B, Marcy. In 1848, Coptain Moroy
had commapded o military sscort from Fort
Smith, Ark;, to Bantn Pe, N, Mex, proteci-
Ing n party of gold seekers, and ho then
eoght 8 new return route to the solthward.

Dropplng down the Rio Gronde to) Dong
Ann, he engaged o local mat to sipploment
Manuel,' n Comanehe Indian gulde he nl-
ready hod, and struck out wlomg the 35d
paratlel, mbout wheros the pressnt Tezas-
How Mexieo boundiry line 1=, untll tha party
c2me to the Pecos. They followed this
river to the eoiithward untll they renched
o point about 20 miles belaw the glte of the
predent town of Peeps. There they erossed
the river and headed enstward,

The following Is-an excerpt [room, Marey's
own report ik given 1h Senate Execitive Doo-
ument- No, 64 (B1st Cong, Ist sess.), boing
roports of the Secrolary of War, tronsmitting
among others, the reports of Marcy and
Michler:

“Beptember 22: This morning we mnade
B mirah of 0 mllss down nenr the- laft
bank of the river in o direction north ga*
east, where we strock o narrow laguns of,
1nke, which we followed for pbout 2 miles
and sncamped nesr the pouthern exiromity.
There the soll has been 4 rieh loam, and I
have no doubt would prove very, produoctives
There han been 8 chaln of sandhille in sipht
today, runniog from nerih to south across
our ‘eoursy; about 30 miler to the east of
s (upon the Llono Estocado) inowhish our
gulds informs me that there 18 water, but
that we are olliged to posg gver o sandy rond
for gome 16 miles to get through them; I
bnwe, therefore, determined to remaln ot
thls ploce until I ean spml ahond and ascer-
tuin whether I ennnot pais 1o the south af
them.

“Beptember 21 1 sent ot Lleutenant Saclk-
ot with an escort of dmgodns, this morpn-
ing, to explore the countiy in the vielnity
of the sandhiily, and shnil remain here un-
til tomorrow evening, by which tima T ex=-
Peet to learn the result of hie exploration,

MSeptember 241 After filling our watér bar-
rela, and giving our animals ol they would
elrinit, T munds o stert-this evening nt 2 o'clogk
and teaveled 10 milles dn a direction nearky
perpenggicnlinr (ta the ealley of the: river.
Shortly alter we laft the lnguna, nin express
from Ligatenant Backett, Informing me that
after making a thorough exsminntion of
the mange of sand for 40 milés south of our
course;, e wos of tho opinlon thit thore wWis
no place within that distangs where they
eould be prossed with wigond, Tho whols
surface of the country In thit  direction



the route Idicated by our gulids |5 the anly
ono in the vicinity whero thin formidable
obetnele can be paesed, I shall, thecsfore,
toke o direct course for the ppss fn tha
morning, and expect to ronch the hills gur-
Iz the day,

“gBeptember 25: We reached the smndhlila
thin afternoon ohout 2 o'clook aver n good
lovigl rond, exoept about 4 fd nEn Yora
which Is sandy, making the distance from
the Focos 204 miles. 'There is o groat ghiin-
danés of good water nt several placed i the
eandbills, but 11 15 nedessary to drive tha
animala to 1F aa §t is halfl ooile: from the
ropd nnd wagons eannol pask pearer. Thers
in 0 trall lepding to the walsr from whers
the road strikes tho hills,  Thess hille, or
moundy prasont o mogt singualaz nnd | mnomn-
alpuy fepture ih the geclopy of the pratries,
They extend (po fnr ak we hhve explored)
nt Jennt noasly 50 miles in o north oo soath
dirsotion, and froim 5 to 10 talles epst and
west: they are white deift aind’ throwvm up
with miuch uniformity into n muliitude of
conlen] Wills, ‘destituta’ of treem, soll, or
harhage.

I the following. up the teall from' our
rond into the midst of this ocesn of sand,
we suddenly cping upon several large, desp
pools 6f clear watir—the very lnst ploce on
enrfh where oré would ever think of looking
far {t. We are'told by our guide that water
ean nlways be tound hore 10 the dryest son-
nom, and judging from the rushes and othor
water plants growing In the ponds, I have
no doubt that mueh 1 the cose.

“Eaptember S0: As We have a long march
bofore s atill, and ns the rond through tha
hille I8 misdy, T hove condiuded to dounls
tenme today, e gt ohe-half of the waeons
1o tho Inkt watering place, 6 miles from
hore; and take ugp tho remaiiider tomorrew,

“Beptember 27 We moved/ up todany with
ihe wigona we left bohind yesterday, and
found wnter ot thin place equally oy good
85 the other. Although there are DUt two
parttcular poloty nt which trails Joad from
the ropd to water in the hills, yet It ¢an ba
found almost anvwhers Detween the two
polnts by about half nmiie to the eant
of ihe rond. mmong the higheot hills

“Hoptember 28: 8 milés of mndy rond
which we passed over thdny brogght us to
the hord proiviy today,.  ‘Thus the entire dis-
totice from whers wo fifft encountered the
enmd to thin plece L3 abaut 17 miles; but only
nbout one-hall that diktaioe la Bid, and this
not worse than atime parts of the road on:the
Rio Graide, Thert I good grass near the
hills, nnd mfclent wood for fuel™

(Nore~Three motitha nfier Marey trav-
arigd the eandhills, Tacutenant Michlor, Jr,
traveled Bnfes's souts in A reverse’ ditec-
o)
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Upan ruqh!.ng & snndhiiin, b said, “We
found for' the first mml.t.u‘!n W ridges of
pand, running pmn&,l each other, plains
of the samp kind Interspersed batween them
with emall hillocks, The sand here wos of
n binck colpp. Then eame the whito sand-
hills whilch sre really an object of curlosity.
Thiry are perfect minnture Alpa of sand—ths
Intter perfootly white and olean; in the midit
o them you st summit afler summit spread-
ingout in every direction, not o slgn of vege-
tation upon them, but pond plled
upnt sand. Thoy form o belk 2 or 2 miles:
by widah) and extend many miles In 8 pnorth-
weit dlrecton,  But o fmotter of the grentest
rirpelsn I to find Inrge waterholss amobg
them thay are found i the bore of the hills,
nre large. deep, and contiln most exceilent
wator, cool, clopr, and plessant, The witer
1s pormanont.

The next early-day explorer of whom wo
koow who wrote of the lillls was Qapt: John
Fope, whio passed thid way in 186, and whose
recount & eontalned o o paper culled “Re-
port of Explomitions and Surveys To Ascertain
thie Most Practieable and Economienl Honte
for a Ballroad From the Mississippl Hiver to
the Pacifio’ Ocenn, being House' Exscutive
Documeiit ‘No. 01, 33d Congress, 84 ssssion,
yolume IT, page T0:

“Camp Mo 24, Friday, March ﬂl!. 1834 ; Left
st cnmp sk 20 minutes paxt 0 o'clock 4. m.,
nnid moved in the direction of the trall diz-
covernd yesterdny (probohly: Marcys). Wi
strutk our road at the emigrant croesing
uhatit © oclock a, m, distince from camp
upersrd of 4 miles,  This i an extremely bad
cromingt our oxen swam for opword of 30
feet to the opposite bank. It would be ut-
terly impospible Tor wagons to cros without
pafting. It ennnot for & momént compirs
with the cromaing of the Pecoa (mouth of
Dalaware Creck), the former presenting
many difcultice—eort bottom desp stromm,
and an the epst klde miry banks, 'The lat-
ter affords many faellities, and' s strongly
recoimended to emiprants, We halted hern
1o water, which had to be tdong with buckets.
As we will not ‘reash water until we strilos
tha eandhiiln our kegn wore filled. We are
now upon the Jong-destrad tru.ll

*Oanip No. 25, Snthrday, March 25, 18642
Left ait camp ot 20 minutes nfter § o'elock
B, m., anmoved In the direation of the mnd-
hille, Our road today, for 0. milos, was oyer
n levil praitie; the rond! for this distance
wan excsllont, Before reaching the hills wo
Hnd nearly ¥ milea of ‘bad, sandy rond. W
eold percaive themt st 2 distancs of 12 miles,
girctohing nway s far as the oye colld reach.
For ‘2 miles, befors camping, wa phesed
arcind thelr weatorn boss, We arrived in
chmp nt -0 minutis after 2 o'tlodk p oo,
Thege hills presefita curlous and interesting
formitlon, “Ehey extend nbout 50 miles from
nerth o pouth; and 16 miles east to west,
They conulst of white drift annd,. thrown up
into Inntmarable conleal modnds, totally
destiiute of all yegetition, One would sup-



pose that thls roglon of sand Is the laet place
whens wnter could be expected; yeb, however
incredible ag it mny seem, there 1s an abk-
dance of witer In thess Nills, contained in
‘basing of the finest sand.  Whe pmongss thi
hills, ane would suppoess thivk there had heen
A heavy fall of snow.. Our oomp wog sbaut
nogunrter af o mils fromiwnter. “The unimals
were driven up to wnter. elnking to thelp
knees inthe sand, | Tho team mules wero fod
with corn; iz snimals plekoted In camp for
the purpose praeviously montioned.

"The soll o7 10 miles from the Pecos wos
good, with plenty of prairle grass and. mus=
quita Tooy, A8 wenear the hillstheye bogoms
goiror. AR cump we hod some hrush,  Tihe
EIRENWES very phor and soanty. The weather
chinnged svddenly to eold with n Biph wind,
A slight min foll durihg the night

“Oureamp 5319 miles from-the amigrant
erceplnge the the Poros. Ko obssryotions
faleen durlng the day, Heavens cloudy at
night. Geberal directiony north: 74307 enst
miles 1048

“Camp. No. 26, Sunday, March 38, 1851:
Lalt camp dyminutes to T o'clock o m, and
procoaded in the divdetioniof the nest watse-
ing place in the sandhills, § miles distact
from, ocamgp, ‘There s 8 well-marked tradl
higre-1sadingto tie wator, which ean ba b=
Anined, howeier, niiany polnt in the hitls by
driving tha animnls about half a mile from
the rond.  The mules nnd siook werg Wik
tored ghid intned loose Lo grose name time.
We phiEsed from lnst eamp from Doctheagt to
ponthwess AN nrrivleg ot this point, over
& gepn, nandy . cougl, s very trying
1o the anlmals, From the greaf quantity
of fragmints of abandoned wagons, this
Bluce fliulm evidently besn o gengrel comping
gronind. s

FHoviug helted an hoer wnd g half, the
commind sparted.  Thn Femsindsy of our
rotta for this day woa ofic o very oo aod
deep ennd; we encounbesid oeny steep hills
of tho exme nature, Thers could net, -
deod, ho n worse rond, os wnn iffciendly
evident from the sxhiusted ponditlon of our
animala, We fortunately overcamas il the
diffipulties of this, inlsecable roid withont
doubling teama or mesting with any aedls
dent, Ar we dit nob éxpect to réhch watie
until the followlng day, a1l the casks worg
Alled it the above hialting piace: ThHe orasa
fa_poor and. scaton) there Ly boowood, )=
though wo folhtl veretation on' this arfd and
nandy plaln,

“From the polnt where we frst strick the
snndhilis, we proceeded dlong their westarn
Hamg pnd croassd the ‘mein ridge Of eand ot
ihe lowest upparent point. At 5miles méross
o pnme to the lnst dnown wateelng plhcs to
the enstwird. In' this direction we! prrssd
oyop many ridges of deep sand separated by
wnllay 'of the snime charngior. - They nre in
reallty impassnhle for heavy wagons, From
the above point to the hned priotris east of
the sandhiils, n dintance of I miles, we bon-
tiniied to croms desp saidy ridges, with ln-
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tarv battoms of o similar description,
totally desbitute of vegetation. Trom the
Peoos River to the leval prodrie enst of tha
nanidhills, the road ‘through abott 30
miiles of the hoaviest sand. TE 15 the worsh
rond to be found {n Mow Mexieo, an the Rio
Crmnde, or indoed sonywhers elss, It csns
not be too stroogly urged oo emigrant par-
tles never 1o nitempt travollng by this rotits,
exeopt in the rplny eeason feam Avgost tof
the mlddls of October, 88 the distahes with-
oul winter from the spndhills Lo the fret per-
manent water to tha enstward In 67 oilleg, 18
ob whish' [ Immecincely to th agetward of {ho
hills), are through sand eo desyp and hoksy oy
o b abseliutely impaseilile to henvy-ladan
tonma.  Wikh anbmals peefectly  fresh, ‘cnd
lightiy loaded wagons, it feqitired all our
exertiong to ovarsomoe the dimisuities of this
drandfol road, Tt aalso o be' obseryed thnt
aur animall wers In fine order, with 8 and 19
males Lo shoh wigan." e .

Thiz: apparent.  coifrafdiotlon hetween
Poyie's appFalenl 6f the diMeultiss of erosdlng.
thy sand fnd Mugeyss appralidl, may have
been ciured by alElghly diforent routing,
difforenoe in equlpment, or, meredy o differ-
enoe I8 the subjeotlve attituds of the two
m#n, :

I Uke fo rond you ons more Impression
by an edrly traveles pe recorded by Mody .
Boaltight, In' o Waat "Thkhs Historical aod.
Sulenitie Soclely Baletin: .

“Ome oldtimer folates DAL IR the eurly
daya he wos trivellng om horssbock from B
Pago del Norte to she settiemients firther
enat taking the rute pfterwnrd tollowed By
+th Toxos dnd Panifie Ralleosd,

“One night he rahnd Nimself gvertaien by
darle Heay where the fown of Monshinns Is
naw,. _He unepddied hia trusty mount, na
wan his duztam, and tied him to o Eemall
enttonwood tres, the only shrob nyainhis,
Ueing his saddle Blanket for u bed nand his
pticldie an g plllow the trivelsr was soon lotted
Intd o pound sleop by the malodioiin miisdo of
the eoyoies nnd the hannting harmonioes of
the pantheqy and the labos.

“He slept pedeefully until morning, when
ha mwoke to fnd himeel! nesr ot nmenss
eotlonwond tres. THis Wome wes nowhore |n
pight. Tha bensf, howeyer, was an hntimal
af fmmnl Intelligencee, ‘whom he 2lwars
called by nome, and addressed fy nn equill

“Hao called, *Frijole, whore sre youd!

A pithoile nelgh onmé from among the
Tenyen of the mottonwood, #wed Jooking up
into the brenched, he  gow poor  Prijole:
suspended snd slmont choled [to donth,

“The explanntion dawoed upon him In-
stamily., Hohid tled the anbmal on top of 0
pand dune, During the night the wind had
wricen, the sand had shifted, and what bhea
aripenred in the svaning 4 be n umall shrob
had turtied out Lo be a tree polarge that the
Iarial was not loig enough todet the horee

“over holfway to the ground.

“With groat presence of midd the traveler
whipped ot hin stx-ghooter, severed the Yope,



ond réleafed poor Frijole just in tlme (o
save his e,

“Aftor the horse hod “blowed” for awhile,
he wod pone the worse for his experisnos,
ond the traveler continded on bis way,  As
the doy adynneed; the sindstorm inersascd
in intensity, nod It wns only by tying huge
rocks to the saddlehorn that the equestripn
could keep his Borse on the ground, As he
rodethrouely the difting sand, however, his
own misfortines wareanltignted domewhnt by
tha deep sympathy svhich ho folt for the
pralfie dogs, many of whom He observed as
high 6g 10 [eet o the alr, digging with all
thele mizht in o visin' ¢ffort 1o regaln thelr
holea.”

And now I would ks to Introduite ta you
the mun whom we found after o senrch of
tho whole cotnbry. "He win stlecled fiom o
field of thirty-odd applionnty to be monpger
of our park and divector of our museim, Wa
hod applicntions from- Utarplly every seetipn
af the Nutlon—from Now Engiand’ to Flovr-
idn—from Washington to southern Caltforniia
and avery reglon in between., He lin thlented
palnter—having studied nt the Loyton School
of Art, and served ng stafl artist for the RMil=
wiukes Pablle Musmom, tnder Kelth CGeha
hartt, art direstor, during the time when
thof, inetitvdtion wis emerging ae one of the
mest progressive museanis in) the copntry.
He has sucoesafully éreatad antd pperated his
own mmnll buniness foc T yeare o Minnesoin'a
northern yacation eountry. He returned to
erentive worlt bs staf artist for thi Missoiirl
Resources Museum, at Jeflerson Olty, nnd
from thers b eame tous,

He ls also a talented photographer, and ha
hns tpken ammmber of exgulsits colored elidea
of the and and sky o thelr mony moods,
He has something o say L0 you Ancl somes
thing to show you. I nm gind to present (o
vy Mr. Eobett G. Largon, mstingor of tha
Monahpna Sandhills Btate Puark and director
of the Sandhlille Mussam;

My, Lanscx: Mr, Choirman, members of the
FEHS, gliests, oincs firat belng informed af
the Sundhiils Parkiplan, It represented snex-
citing ndventure in oultural’ develbpment
with umlimited posstbititien. T belleved then,
ne I do now, that lour project st Sandhilla
Poark will bopomao o gront nsseb to, this nres
of west Texas,

All petoss our Matlon there Is o resd for
eulturn] netitutions genred to genornl plb-
o nppeol. Théms Inatitutions ahould fulfll
the roorestional and cultural nppatites of the
greatest number of Tesponsive people.  When
peaple are allowed these pultural s recrsn-
tionul sutisfnotions it e » great olvilleing
effeot,

Some peppla have never been affordad an
opportuntty to know this better stde of ilfe,
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What 1o never known and approciated ennnot
he paesed on to the youngstors: ‘Chis fallure
lepvep ‘n -preat number of ehildren wholly
without soneern of nppreslation for tho nria
und delbnee,

Those notiong of the cultural world should
be fostersd ai-sarly a8 poeaible in‘tho young
minds, and quite certainly the youngatess
will develop st neceptance and ndmirntion
for the fner pursulfs during- their e span.

The modort musatiin as every opportunity
to nidin pwakening the youngiters snd tha
whole publie to & wonderful warld sroond
them, both past nnd present,

If an institution stich ns ths Sindhills Mas-
pium i to b o means of introduecing the oul=
tural Uife of the ures nnd exhiliting the prod-
ucis of that life, its facilitles, snd exhibits
must be deslgned to earcy tite mesEngd clenr=
Iy, precisely, nnd; ahove nll, In o monner thag
will be Interesting, colorful, aid understand-
abje,

In doveloping Sandhills State Pork proper
we nre convinced of this: If it is to function
os A first-rite recreatlon center It must ba
bullt on'a foundation of gound iderls carried
to realizntion through u program of orentive
aetlon,

Whatever und whonever [t -Is possible T
hope we may be able to Bhalld nestallations
in Sandhills Stpte Park that will be a source
of pride to every visltar:

‘In schieve these lofty gohls wo will Toca
mithy | difffeult’ houra of “negotintions and
puinstoling-work, both in the porkand in
the musenm.

In the past mottha wo hove bullt exhibit
equipment that has ennblsd us 0 make n
wtart in the dirécton of o dynamiec program
of ehanging exbiblis which will inelude, s
time permile, palntings, deawlngs, scalptiiog,
architecture, snfd mdny of ‘the crifts.

[ Wa nre working at'this time on the more
complox: priblom of setting up our historlonl
exhible which will be permomenily houssd
in the eant ond of the mussum, This holl will
eyventunlly-Ehow and explnin the ghrgnntunn
effart man hes made in gettiing and develop=
Ing this west Texas nroa.

Though we will begin with n number of
tomporney exhibits Boked on ohjects we hove
barrowed from other institutions, we hope

;eventunlly to coven thorotghly o period dot-

ing back to the Stone Age Indian of the
lower Pecos River up through the Spanisly
o, the hullnlo hunters) Inding fighters, toail
drivers; ranchers, rullroadars; Irrigators, and,
finally, the modern oll Industry.

The nocomplinhment of this putlined show

il represent musi time ond edort, but T

feel ponfident thot Bandhills Phark and Mu-
ptlm will frow lu Beauly, prominence, nnd
lmportanee as Lime paeses.
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GENERAL

Banks: 2 with total deposits of 16,2 milllon
as of S=1-69,

Savings & Loan: 1 with deposits of 2,9 mil.
lUon as of 5-1-69,

Medical: 1 hosplial with 85 beds, 9 physleians
and surgeons, 2 dentists, 1 ehiropractor,

Newspaper: Winkler County WNews, seml-

weekly,

Radio: KERB (1000 watts),

Televislon: All 3 major networks, with ex-
cellent reception.

Motels: 3 with 83 rooms,

Housing: 80 per cent home owners with median
value of $11,000, Current median rental
ak $75.

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION

Kermit Is located on the West Texas plaing
near the Southeast cormer of New Mexico,
forming the Souvtheast cornmer of the Texas-
New Mexico Panhandle, The land area of 387
square miles ranges in elevation from 2,700
to 3,500 feet, with Kermil being 2,890, The
tolling<to-level plalns are covered with grass
and brush mesguite, The County 15 fust below
the Hish Plalns whose west-facing escarpment
rms along the East line of the Coumty, A cor=
ridor of low, shifting Sand hills run North and
Soguth' through the Eastern part of the County.
Blue Mommtaln landmark islocated IntheNorthe
epstern part, Kermit, aimost the geographical
center of the Coumnty 1s served by State Highways
302, 18 and 115,

TRANSPORTATION

Rall: Texas-New Mexloo Rallway Ce,, South to
North (krl-weekly).

Frelght Lines: Rallway Express, Merchants,
Copperstata,

Texas-Paclfic Motor Transport, Consolidat.

ed Copperstale,

Bus Lines: Continental Traflways (2 buses
dallyl,

Tazl: Yellow Cab Ca,

Alr: Winkler County Alrport has modern hange
ars, FFA Flight Service Siation, excellent
lighted loading ruanways,

MAJOR INDUSTRIES

Ferry R, Bass, Inc,

Cabot Co

El Paso Natural Gas Company
Gulf Ofl Corporation

Homble Ol & Reflning Company
Kermit Sewing Indusiries

Mobll Ofl Company

Pan American Petroleum Corp.
Phillips Petrolesm Corp.
Standard Off Company of Texas
Shell Ol Company

Sinclalr Ofl & Gas Company
Texaco, Ine,

Transwesiern Plpeline Company

UTILITIES

Electricity: 16,250 KVA

Gas: 8,000 MCF per day

(Commumity Publie Serviee Co., Distribotor)

Telephone: Southwastern Bell

Water: Clty: 2,500,000 GED from 14 wells sup-
nlled by uhderground reservolr,

TAX BEATE

Body Per 2100 Assessment
Aszagsed Basls per cent
¥alustion af Actial Value

Chy $2.15 1.3

County 2135 10

Schonl £1.78 1-7

State $ A7 10

LEGEND

HISTORICAL MARKERS

f. Marker commemeorating
the Compromise of 1850 lo be
erectod on the state line of
TexasNew Mexlen, Thismarks
er wag dedicated by Governor
Campbell’ of New Mexico in
1867,

b, The Sand Hills Park of
Winkler County, 10 miles porth-

e A s Achway 110,

retire from dafly use. In serve
ice from June 1, 1930 to Feb,
13, 1966, Given by R, O, Moors-
head to City of Kermit, Was
moved 36 miles from site to
Planeer Park without belng dis.
mantled,

f. Nester’s Shack, moved
from norihwest part of County
to Ploneer Park In 1967,

L. Marker to City of Kermit
naar sast clty limit=s on High=

L old Wink Cemetery locats
ad northwest of Wink, 1,6 miles
on Alrport Road,

k. Merker to City of Wink, In
Wink ‘on Highway 115,

L Willow Bprings, 12.6 miles
south of Kermit on Highway 18,
Indizn massacre Site in sand
hilis,

m, Blue Mountain, 13,2 mlles
east of KermibonState Highway
202, Indian camp Site,

N\

LABOR
The present totel Iabor foree amomnts to about
§,060 employes, Less than § per cent of this
work force 1s unlonized labor, In 1968, 2 survey
‘showed 700 area women were willing to go to
work for the federal minimum wage,

MEBCELLANEOUS

The Indusirial Deyvelopment Inc, of Kermit,
Texas stands ready at a moment’s notice to
encourage, ald, and support new industry. Ine
formation and assistance in loeabing a new
plant In Kermit will be avallable to a good
prospect at any time,

In April, 1059, Kermit recelved from the West
Texas Chamber of Commerce the outstanding
achievement award for commumity develapment
known g£ the Blue Ribbon Clty Awsrd, This
award s glven for excellence in Beautifieation,
Local Government, Industrial Development,
Parks and Reereatlon, Education, and Tourist
Development,

CHURCHES & SCHOOLS

25 churches: 16 denominstions
3 Elementary; 091
1 Jmlor High: 660
1 Senlor High: 743

RESOURCESE

Petraleum, potash, natural gas Houwlds, natural
ga5, llmestone, and sssoclated minerals in
bedded underground deposits,

HIETORY

When the Texas leglslnture created seven now
cotinties In 1887 from Tom Green County, Its
duty wastoname each of these comiles, Winkler
recelved (ts pame from Judge Clinton MeKamy
Winkler, a colonel in the Confederate Army, a
member of the Texas legislature, and a Justlce
of the Court of Clvil Appeals,

The 1890 censns lsted 10 people here; In 1900
there were §6, By 1910 enough homesteaders
had flled on jand and & petition for county organ=
{zation was approved. The cotmty seat, Kermit

named afier Theodore Rooseyelt's son, waglatd
oute Three houses, a four-room hotel, and n
eourt houss woere bulll,

Kermit was established in 1910, and wasincor-
porated in 1938,

On Nov., 6, 1026, the T, 3, Hondrick No. 1
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e WAHIRICL -UUNLY L LRSS
Marker,

d, The Medalllon House, olds
pst house In Kermit, Moved to
Ploneer Park In 1968,

&, Moorhead Derrick, last
wooden ofl derrlek in T, 5. to

he The Commumily: Church
of Kermit, a Medallion Build-
ing. Flrst permanent church
in County,

L. Old Duyal, First Post Of=
fice In Winkler County, 1910,

House grounds In Kermit,
Erected to Col. C, M, Winkler,
Confederate Colonel for whom
Comty was named,

Andrews Launty
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of Hendrlek Flold, some 10,000 ofl producing
acres, Untll this discovery, the areq wis purely
a2 Tanching eoimty. Many spectacular and wild
gas walls marked the production in g second ofl
play in 1830, Ol exploration in deeper zones
caused n renewnl of activity In 1943, In 1850,
new flelds were brought into production in addl-
tion to Important extensions to old telds, Also
in thls year, a neW chapter In the petroleum
indusiry came Into national scclaim when the
first undergroufd storage of butane and pros
pane was demonstrated In the Keystone Fleld
by the 5id Richardson Ol Company utilizing
washeds=out salt domes, This practice, now wides
1y used, provides = low cost method of storage,
Rapld technologlcal advances and changes In
methods of productlon have been reflected
locally in expanded Job opportunities, increased
business, and added tax revenues, Wealth from
afl has made possible a fine school system and
beautifully bullt churches, transforming dusty
Little towns Into modern commianities,

GOVERNMERT SERVICES
City: Aldermanie form with Mayor, City Man=
aper and § Counollmen, 15 man police force
with 3 radio patrol cars, Volunteer fire de-
partment with 40 volunteers and 1 full<time
pald employe, Fire Insurance Key rate, 26
cents, Credit for good record, 5 per cent,
Clty providesgarbage and trash service dally,

Comty: Commissloner’s Court with 4 commlis=
sioners and Comty Judpe serving as pre=
siding officer. The Winkler County Sherifl's
Department consists of the Sheriffand 5 depus=
tles, The County malntains the lbrary,
hospltal, parks and recreation, county roads,
court house, Community Center, and many
other faclitlies too numerous to mention,

POPULATION
City: 10,465 (1960 census)
9,000 (1969 estimate)
County: 13,652 (1960 census)
10,300 (1969 estimate)

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

Pioneser Park, Winkler County Park with AAU
swimming pool, modern community Youth Cens
ter, temnls, volleyball, and croquet courts,
etc, Complete program of summer youth ace
tivitles. Sand Hills Park offers complete plc-
nie ares, p],u_ﬂ areas to search for Indian
artifacts, Winkler Comnty has & private coms
club located 7 miles west of the Clty, Assocl-
ated with i, the County owns and maintains
a 8hole golf course,



KERMIT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

*i*i*******tDUST_DEUILS‘ DOGIES & DRILL- BITS*®%*%kkkkthkdkd

BY: RAY C. KAYSER, CHAIRMAN
Winkler County Historical Survey Committee

A survey of present day Winkler County by & casual observer would result in an impression
of growth, modernity, and efficient industrial activity. More derricks and oil drilling rigs
are visible than cattle., More petroleum installations than ranch houses; and more pick-ups
than cow ponies are in evidence. This was not always the picture. It was once an area
richly endowed with the colorful history of the Old West.

Delving into the far-distant past reveals that none of the horde of western-bound travelers
found cause to linger here. Tourism passed us by --- with good reason.

The White Sandhills, extending across the eastern part of the area, was a physical barrier,
a deterrent to a direct route westward. Furthermore, the hostile Comanche Indians had oc-
cupied this landmark for two-hundred years, using it as a stopping place on their murderous
forays into Mexico to steal horses each September. They hunted and roamed here because
of available surface water.

That one depredation occured in this miniature desert was revealed in 1901, with the discov-
ery of the remains of a 40-wagon train in "V" formation, whose unknown fate the ever-shift-
ing sands had hidden for many years. This incident, referred to locally as the "Willow
Springs Massacre, " occured at a water hole. Human bones, flintlocks, ox yokes and num-
erous articles are housed in college museums, perhaps waiting identification.

The Indians left vestiges of occupancy on Blue Mountain also. This projection of the Llano
Estacado is the highest point in Winkler County, ten miles east of the City of Kermit. Cap-
tain John Cook, while a captive of the Comanches in 1864, at the age of twelve, related in-
cidents of Indian life of Blue Mountain, and described the pictographs painted on the walls

of the cave there, in his memoirs.

In order to protect the forty-niners enroute to California gold fields, the government sent
military expeditions to map a safe trail through this unknown zone. It required Captain Mar-
cy, with the first detachrent, three days to cross the Sandhills. He described grazing in
the area as incomparable and recommended in his report that the 32° parallel, which marks
the state line today, also a part of Winkler County's boundary, be the future route for a rail-
road to the Pacific,

Congress, interested in the report, four months later sent Lt. Michler to study Marcy's trail.
He also described the "pure white sand" and was surprised to find water.

In 1853, Captain Pope of the U. 8. Topographical Engineers, began a hazardous four year
survey while drilling wells along the proposed route for the railroad., The going was harder
and he found no water.

The Civil War caused Tederal troops to be withdrawn and suspended progress toward settle-
ment.



These army operations were climaxed by Colonel MacKenzie's successful campaign against
the Gomanche Indians in 1874 - '76. The threat of their presence was completely eliminated.
At the same time, Colonel Shafter, with nine companies of Cavalry, was making a final and
thorough exploration of the entire area. His reports were widely circulated.

The first settlers arrived here in 1880 before the countywas created. Living in covered wag-
'ons and cooking over open fires until a dugout or adobe house could be built, they endured
incredible hardships. But Yand could be had for fifty cents an acre with forty yeara‘. 1o *:say.
~and enterprising ranchers took advantage of the opportunity.

The Johnson Brothers great "W" was the largest ranching operation in the area, extending
thirty miles on both sides of the Pecos River, and maintaining a headquarters and fi'-m "line "
camps.

Cattle drives, round-ups and all the picturesque activities of the cow country were part of
that 'era which produced colorful figures, including a world champion bronc buster who ap-
peared in the first Madison Saquare Garden Rodeo and later toured the world with Will Rogers.
Longhorns gave way to a speckled cattle: blooded Herefords replaced these in time. Wind-
mills kept water flowing, and barbed wire conquered the open range. :

The 18390 census listed nineteen people here; in 1900 there were sixty-six. By 1910 enough
homesteaders had filed on land to'increase the population to four hundred and forty-two, and
a petition for county organization was approved. The county seat, Kermit, named after Roo~
sevelt's son, was laid out. Three houses, a four room hotel and a courthouse was built,
County officials were elected --- and life went'on as usual. Lean vears followed with “dry
offs" and droughts but those who stayed on were compensated when their dry ranges became
rich oil pools.

In the summer of 1926 a major oil strike was made 'with 'the completion 'of Roy Westbrook's
Hendrick No. 1. The Hendrick Pool eventually had six-hundred wells praducing an excess
of 350,000 barrels daily. The resulting boom revolutionized Winkler County industrially and
began the modern progress and prosperity of the entire area. The unpleasant side-effects
which accompanied the boom were felt long before any progress was seen,

The population soared from 81 to 15,000 at the height of the frantic drilling activity: -Amnew
townsite, Wink, was created in Horse Wells Pasture, becoming-the second town in the coun-
ty. Tent cities sprang up. "Wide-open"” conditions prevailed”- Death was sudden and vio-
lent. TERH

. The contemporary scene reflects the great achievement accomplished in converting the oil
 boom into substantial growth. Oil and 6il men have dominated the picture for thirty years,
because the county was unprepared for the great charde. ' 'Najor oll companies have provided
housing, water, electricity, telephones and most important of all. roads through the sand.
The oil transportation problem was relieved in 1929 when the Texas- New Mexico Railway, &
branch line, reached Wink and Kermit,

In 1928 oil proration slowed the drilling. 'In 1930, with the decline of the Hendrick Pool,
many people moved from Wink to Kermit, where a second oil play had developed with 900 pro-



ducing wells. Many spectacular and wild gas wells marked the production. ©Oil exploration
in deeper zones caused a renewal of activity in 1943, In 1950 new fields were brought into
production in addition to important extensions to old fields, until today there are 80 oil and
gas fields in Winkler County, placing it among the top ten as an oil producing county and
second in the production of gas. The value of oil and gas produced per year exceeds 100
million dollars, and a great reczrve indicates the future potential of the area.

Expansion of the natural gas industry in recent years has been the most remarkable factor in
the economic picture. WNatural gas, before serving principally as a domestic fuel has had
sensational development as a raw material in the new petro-chemical field. Pipeline sys-
tems have opened new markets on the West Coast, stimulating preduction greatly. Ten gas-
oline extraction plants in the area meet the state's demand for conservation and produce
great quantities of liguified pei~oleum products.

In 1950 a@ new chapter in the petroleum industry came inio national acclaim when the first
underground storage of butane cnd propane was demonstrated in the Keystone Field by the
Sid Richardson Oil Company utilizing washed-out salt domes. This practice, now widely
used, provides a low cost method of storage.

Rapid technological advances and changes in methods of production have been reflected lo-
cally in expanded job opportun ties, increased business and added tax revenues. A good
highway system facilitates travel demands, The dry, mild climate is similar to that of Arizo-
na but lacks the oppressive humidity. Wealth from oil has made possible a fine schoeol sys-
tem and beautifully built churches, transforming dusty little towns into modern communities.

Against the backdrop of the White Sands and Blue Mountain, cattle raising altered to assume
its present character; the oil industry, in the same setting has had its pioneers, claimed a
frontier and anticipates the future. With no regard for these facts, the coyote renders the
same nocturnal concert to the field pumpers now, as he did to the Comanche two hundred
years ago.



. WM, /b 7;/- 4 at L-;/z»-:.«-,i./i,ﬁ,vcﬂ.e7\e

i My Materal Ancesters
‘ Johann (John) Steskal was born in Dfterreich, Germany on August 28, 1838
ﬂM“ Josepha(Josephine) Betnach(Bettnach) was born in Austria on August 11, 1841, They
. were married in Germany (daé;'unknown). Four children were born while living in

Deutsch, Gros Siegharts, Austria.Agnes born December 25, ; Leopoldine

(Tena) born November 9, 1866; Mary born November 1, 1873; Leo (Lee) born April 8,
1877. In about year of 1878 the family came to America to David City, Nebraska.
Here two more children were born:Jennie born Mayaa 1879; Josephlne born April 23,

1882. -In 1883 they came to O Neill, Holt County, Nebraska and settled on a home-

i - . PR -
Y - . B Lom ot

stead ten mlle nopeyyesﬁ‘ef O'Neill. Susan born June 12 1884 anqudward born
September 18, 1885. | I

John and Josephlne sold their farm.__N__ JZJZé?/ —and moved to
Atkinson, Nebraska. John died on March 28, 1912 gnd Josephine died May 26, 1925,

=&t Both are buried in St. Joseph's Cemetery, Atkinson, Holt County,Nebraska.
ﬁwaf

; I subscrlpt to the Gencqloglcal Helper and saw an ad about finding‘?he
origln of names for one dollar so I sent it in , but so far have no answer. I also
;wfete to the Chamber of Commerce in David City forNewspaper, Catholic Priest, and
Courthouse name and addresses., They replied and also sent me a Photostatic copy
of six names in phone book. The spelling was Styskal. I-wrote toa Miss Frances
Styskal, 1077& Dav1d City , Nebraska 68632 I have received no reply as yet. I'll
write to the priest Msg;‘. A.J.Llske in a day or two, . (7'"";.;-* pre’

I have recied a reply.from the Oliver Gift family. She said Annf, who live
in Gilmofe City, Towa should have necessary information but hadn't heard from her
yet._Oliver’retifee the end of April-and now they are plénninw on travellng, going

AWest apd north.She wrote a very interesting letter.
@m, | .‘ I have wrltten toTheresa, Susan Meyers Allen ;Marguerite Englehart,and Ken!

wife In March so fer no reply.

Here are a few questions I wonder if you can answer for me:
&
I

Where did youtrfolks live after they were married? Were all thelr childrenborn on

rA\ Yy ETORN



farm nortn eact of Atikinson? What year dicd they move to Atikinson?
5 Do you know your father and mother's birth dates ? VWas Teresa adopted or just

a foster child?

When.I hear more on the Steskal family ﬁill let you know,
Hope you are feeling better now. I am pretty well , cdo have a few aches and pains
now and then but guess that.is.o}d age creeping up on me.

We are having rainy weather, Everything looks wonderful.

Love,

INartha |

~ Fermmd ﬁwf—c/dbudé‘
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L The Steskal Family
Steskal, John (parents unknown) born Auguut 28, 1838 in Dfterreich,

.é@\'crmany. No mmrriage date known but wesd married in Germany to Joscphlne nee Betne

[ S UV

R W

1

rarents unknown) bornﬁuﬁust 11, 1841 in Austra. They came to America after thelr

Hy N LD

fourth chilc was born, settled in Butler Coun ty ’ Nebrasna 3y then later came toHol‘
Cocunt, Nebraska and homestexzded a Timber claim ten mllcs northwest of O'Nelll
Holt County, Nebraska. Eight children:Apgnes born4h722§’/géh2/ ; Leopoldine born
Novenmber 9, 1866; Mary born November 1, 1873; Leo born sAugust 8, 1377, Jennie bdorn
May 22, 1879; Josephnine born April 23, 1382; Susan born June 12, 1884; Edward born

September 18, 1885.
Jonn died March 28, 1912 and Josephine died May 26 1925. Bothgare buried in St.

Joseph's Cenetery, Atklnuon Nebracka *u‘ 3

E;fét Generation =
Winkler, Agnes nee Stesxal daughter of John Steskal and his wife

Josephine nee 3etnach, born December 25, /8(;{ .« On at
married Henry ¥Winkler son of 444ﬂﬂafzb’ and his wife’
5“““W"‘4&2“4”‘”Vborngh47‘?0 1979 atéﬁuwlzdfvakuz g”””””?ﬁlne children: Anna bo:
April 16, 1882; Susanna born August 22, 1683; Josie born ; John born
M;y 30, ; Joseph bvorn August 20, ; Agnes Barbara borp Oct-
ober 30, 1890; Henry Jr. born October 9, 1893; Matilda born February 10, 1896; Luc:
wborn December 12, /9 0 & .
Henry Sre died December , 1928 and Agnes died May , 1935. Both are buried in St.
-

Joseph's Cemetery, Atkinson, Nebraska,

Second Generation
Henderson, Agnes nee VWinkler daughter of Henry Wlnkler and his

wife Agnes nee Steskal, born October 30, 1890 at _ . On May 10,1912
at married Frank Henderson son of - and his
wife ., born February 20, 1884 at . Eight

children;‘Melvin'Willis born March 22, 1913%; Wilmer Harold born November'za, 1014
George,Gienn born October 28, 1917; Josevhine Elzene born March 19, 1920; Frank
Lloyd born November 26, 1922;Calvin Henry born December 19, 1926; Charles Donald
born June 26, 1929; Pgtr1c1a Karie born March 17, 1935,

Thued Generation

Henderson, Kelvin #illic son Of Frank Henaereon ana hlu wife
' - 3=

Agnes nee VWinkler, born March 22,'1913 at . On Aprll Xy 1934 at
: married Elfretta nee Spencer, daughter of : ané his
wife , born July 5, 1917 at . Eight children: Myra

. Belle born March 28, 1936; Bette Jean born July 15, 1938 LaVern Allen born May 2,
19403 Karen Kay born July 24, 1942; Jo Mac dern May 19, 1945; Patricia Ann born

February 2, 1944; Melvin lLee born October 28, 1947; Diana Lynp born January 11,19%
rourth Generation

McNobl, Myra Belle nee Henderson..daughter of Helv1ﬁl§11L1s Hendegsonand
hig wife FElfretta nee Spencer, born March®2d7- 1936 at ....... on June 11, 1954

lt. ® 600080 0— v e omarrlé—d- ‘llllam‘a'c MCNObj:'~SOIl Of. oo 0 0 e 0 .and hlS_l‘Ilfe. s p 0 2 00000 @

bOI'n, ‘ﬂay 4-’ 1934 a‘tl“lo:'.'.'

five children: Geo L. born.Jan 13,1956; Carol L. born Jan. 16, 1963'
Robert L. born Sept, 30, 1966; Cheryl L. born March 17,. 1968 .
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Tre Steshal Pamily
flenry died December 22, 1¢23 and Agnes died May 5, 19%5, Poth are buried in £t.

-

Joseph's Cewetery, Atkinson, Holt Zounty, Jebraska,

Gift, inné neo ¥Winkler douyghter ofiienry wWinkler Sr, and Agnres nee Stesksl, bhors

.\’;rll ]0, ]882 ol

Sriiniers County, nebraska, Cn July s 1902 &t Atwlneon,

: iHlolt "County, lMebrzsksa married George i, 3ift son of Daniel Gift and Charlotte nee

o L

-y . "y

s Dorn at . v e
P i

Children: Oliver E&. born April 1, 1903; arthur “heodore bord ipril «,ah?o“-Corne*¢cau

(Connie) Royr bhorr Februoary 13, 1907; Georgzn bluory bors Harch 71, 1609,
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STEFEK, Jan 31, Johanna 28, Arnost
10/12, Zarnvek, Silesiaj
Breslau, 19 Nov. 1906; Trinidad,
Colorado

STEFEK, Jan 46, Ludmila 42, Ludvik 21,
Jan 15, Bedrich 9, Stefana 2,
Bucany, Moravia; Borkum, 23 Mar,
1905; Austin, Tx.

STEFKOYA, Frantiska 27, Drstkova,
Austria; Cassel, 31 Mar. 190%;
West, Tx.

STEHLIK, Anton 32, HNove Dovry,

Bohemia; Koln, 27 Oct. 1906

Galveston, Tx,

STEHLIK, Jan 25, Ondrej 22, Vradist,
Hungary; Frankfurt, 9 Dec. 1905;
Houston, Texas

STEHLIK, Josef 26, Obora, Bohemiaj
Hannover, L Apr, 1904,
Galveston, Tx.

STEHLIK, Prokop 24, Obora, Bohemia;
Hannover, 20 Dec. 1904,

Calveston, Tx.

STEJSKAL, Johann 39, Marie 35, Petr
10, Anna B, Vyprachtice,
Bohemiaj Frankfurt, 7 Jan. 1903
McLennon County, .

Zanova, Moraviag
8 Sept. 1898;

STENZL, Marie 10,
Ellen Rickmers,
Sehulenberg, Tx.

STERBA, Vaclav 26, S5t. Benatky,
Bohemiaj; Brandenburg, 23 Feb.

19063 Galveston, Tx.

STIBOREK, Anezka 45, Anna 11, Josef
11/12, T'renstat, Moravia;
Norderney, 27 June 19013 la
Grange, Tx.

Galveston

STIBOREK, Frant. W, farmer, Jan f§

Frenstat, Moraviaj F11
Rickmers, 8 Sept. 1898; L
Grangs, Tx.

STIBOREK, Jan 27, Koprivnice, Momv
Frankfurt, 26 Sept. 190§
Shiner, Tx. {l

STIGEL, Johanna 43, Heinrich 17,
16, Matej 13, Anastazia i1, Aml
10, Cecilie 9, Leon 8, Silesh
Breslau, 19 Nov. 19067 Krabg
Indian Territory 3

STINECEK(?), Vincenz,  Kostelx
Bohemia; Koln, 27 June |90}
Cameron, Tx. 1

STISKA, J. 34, Bohemla; Frankfurt,
Det. 19023 Monterey, Mexico

STISKA, Marie 20, Ostravice, Moraviy
Frankfurt, 26 Sept, 190
Bartlett, Tx.

STITCEK, Vaclav 20, =sadler, Hejekey,
Bohemia; Ellen Rickmers, 8 5@%

1808; Omaha, Nebr,

!
STMHAR(?), Vaclav 3, Bilniot
Moravia; Borkum, 23 Har.iﬁq
Galveston, Tx. l

|

STOJAN, Jan 25, Lonky, Moravi
Frankfurt, 1 June 1905; Deval
Bluff, Arkansas ﬁ

STOKLAS, Jogef i3, lahorar
Kronsier(?), Moravia; Borkun, |
Oect. 1901; Cameron, Tx. ‘

STOKLASOVA, Frantiska 40, Frantisial
Vinzenz 2, Bohemia; Hannover,
Dec. 1902 !



Jehn 3teskal berr Aug,., 28, 1838
Josephine pettmasch bern Aug. 11, 1841

Agnes bern aug.l862
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