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Hame of Board and House in Prinesss jamn Co, Va,.

Ve are told when lower lorfolik becmue o company in 1658, Elizabeth howeves
wes the name of the Parish and the Rector wes Johu Willson, Three yesars later
the Vestery of Lynnhaven wos eleoted Blashop. Horfolk Qo. wes cub off Irom Yriuceas
Ann, Co. in Lhe isnter pert of 1700,



John roodland :I‘-

Son of John Woodlsnd Sr. sad Mery Browno Gondlapd and is
my grest grmeunifather,

John Vioodlsnd Jr, Tes boran 27 of Merch 1776, rrincess Ann Co, Va, sud first
married Ruth MeGeeke, Scptanber 21, 1215, To this union weeg Lorn two little
dsughter, but he ws& not to enjoy his litile femily for long, Im 1816 his
wile Euth dled of the drerded discesze known then s8 cold pleg, sad within LD
daye the little daughters were lsid to rest by the mother's side, of the seme
disesne, e do not have the names of these deughters, Uiscoursged, snd broken
in spirit he left Virginis spd later drifted into Iliinois, resmaining single
until he wee Torty two yeers of sge, when he met and usrried Cells Steplerord,
ehlld of loah Stapleford snd Polly Seunders Stepleford, snd to this union they
were blessed with fourtesn children, My Grondfather, Thones Stepleford Woodland,
weg the fifth ¢hild =nd ny mother's Tather. &bt this time lomh Staplefiord wus
opersting & ferr-y, John Woodlsnd Jr, wes hired and st this tine met the daughter
Celia Stepleford, snd in the spring of 1818, they were married. after this
marriage he settled three ailes from Albeny Edward Co. Illinois, While there
19 of the 14 ehildren were borm to the.. About 1855 The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints sent our misslonaries to Illnoils. In the month of April
these eiders held a meocting »t Albsny, John Voodisnd Jr. in company with Captain
Jefferson Hunt, sttended this mweting, this being the rirst opportunity of hesring
the gospe=l t=uzht by the real epontlee of God., On his wey home after biddins Hual
goodnizht he felt impressed to pray, st [irst unseen pover tried to overcome his
desire, snd it seencd a5 i he would smother, but he continued to prey &nd sion
this fTesling laft, end the spirit of testimony, took Ite place, From thet time
on he knew the things he hesrd that night were true., (Captein Hunt becans the
captein of the First Compaoy in the Mormon Batellon, who lster helped setile San
Berdino, Californis. lie wre the fether of Sophronis Humt CoffTin, wife ol the
late Filliem Coffin Sv. of Downery, Benncock Co., Idsho, who is pow in her 94 ysars,
irst monthAugust 27, 1942, le wes a renl pioneer salso, for after fil.ing all
ealls mede by President Brigham Youns, likewise the call of tie governmuect, he last
of ell plonseredMsrsh Valley, Idaho, now Onedis, nesr tlie tovn of Oxford, Uneida
Co, He was 1lald to r: -t thirteen yesrs lster in 1879, He w s the son of Captain
Thomea Hunt wnd Merthe Homilton of revolutionsry fame, so he wes & red blooded
pisnesr nnd & 1ile iong friend of the sen who is the subject of this story.)

Kate Hunt, sister of Captsin John Hunt merried Wil iem W odiend; half brother
of John Woodland of this story.

Returniog to the story

Soon efter this night nsmed by John Woodlsnd Jr,; these two good men were
baptized, Frother Hunt soon becsme diss=tisfied rud weanted to sekl his home, so he
might join the s=ints In Jdissouri. < oodland purchssed liis hous,

Vicodland besrs tostimouny to his Temily, thet & nessenger from God sppeared to him
Bnd showed him his future home in the West and te_ling him to go in ssergh of it,
Next morning he begin to meke grepsrstion to L-ave, When luot eslled he told Hunt
if he wonld wait the course of m few deys, he would join him on his trip to
Missouri, In search of his mew homo, unfolding to Hupt eli he hed seon sod hesrd
from the messenger the night before; also explaining Lhe scene so vivid, thst he
knew he wunld know the plaece when he saw 1it,

fxpleining his dresm thus--these wns & grove of trees oa the land, and in



Rl

the midst of the grove there was u tree, sbout 25 foet tnller thun the rest of the
grove, snd thet he should pince nis brok egalnst thls tres snd take ZD stops o
the west and there he would rind e olesr spring of water bubb  ing up through uhlt_a
gend, Packing their horses with blmnkets, provisions sod &n &Xo, they wended thely
wey to dissouri, which at this time wos the very froatier of the wast,

#ithin & few days fAunt fouds place sultsble and they eamped and built &
log hunt, He then esked Woodisnd where they chould go now, 1 am impressed 1o g0
portimerd, They rode sbout two miles north end found & grove of smell trees, with
one in the center much taller and as this ceae into sight Woodlsnd threw up hia hand
end excleined there is the tres., Following instructlons given him he pleced his
brok o Lhe tree snd took 25 steps west snd found the sprinsg eulling Hunt to
eone end heve o drink, Shen Hunt drow pesr he showed suryrise for there wes & fine
springbubbling up through white send, There they esmped and built snsther log hut
to comply with the law. On returning home he sold out,end tovk is Temily boeck Lo
his new in & unsettley uert of the !rntier. &t Lhet ﬁlma those kind of lands
wors colied “Sgustter 8 ri hts", One your Letter the Prophet Jossph Smith
cnlled on THoodlend and exclisimad "Brother Woodlend you have o pretty piace hsr,
whet w uid you tske for it to Le used Tur e stske im Zion; where upon Wood Land
answe-gi, iT it is the Lord's will you mmy h-ve it, the Frophet ut_.aud for s aoueut
with his hesd drspped so his chin rested on &is brest, then turned plnke and o
bright Li-ht shown around bhis heed, thwa he raised nis hesd, end plscing nis

hmnd on John's Bhoulders he s«id, "I mon't taike your pirde thet thne Lord siowed
youl §nn wision snd you hod feith enough to ssek it out, But I seai this

proparty unto you and posterity lor tims end ell sterpity, telling hism snevar to sall
it, snd lsater he wrs offered lerge ouse of woney for it, but he ressined tuers
until he sud his family were driven vut by molb violiuce.

Going to Adam--0ndi--ilmen, there wos one eai.d bora the e (Solanon), ne is
burled at Blbe, Idsho, Mrs, Woodlsnd's mother (Pol y stepleford) died. The mob
wBs 80 violent, Do ope ®mes sble to lesve the camp io order to bLulid & coifin, so0
they pleced the wother in s clothee box, which was oo short thet the feel und andies
ware exp:sed baynd the epd and it wnas mid winter in the your 1B34, OSometlnes 1
wonder how meny of us would be sble to spdure such triasls,

Their only shelter wss thelr wegons nod scue brush brucetdl In the for= of &
tent =ith ecme cuilte thrown over the brush, dhile in this camp the mob e.me and
was going to take his wegon, saying it wns ihe on.y one abtrong encugh to carry
their csmpon, He ftold them the flrst ose thet touched It would Le hit over Lhe
hesd with en exe, Goneral Clerk the leader of the Militis forbude auy oue
touching hime or his wsgon, omieripg his olerk to give lHoodisnd 2 permit to pass
from the stote upsolested, Woodlend refused the orier unless Clerk wroite it him-
gelf, Tor /f Carr thet others would thing 1t wie Dogus, 8o with Clsri's mll
he Left the strte of Missourl, Lesving ell property bebilnd vor the mob, emcept
his Iamity asd what he c:uld eosrr: on the wsgon.

On the way to the Far ilest utnoy csmped inm » grove of treea, and when he and
bis ehildren were in front of the comp, vhon he hesrd s n ise; sund loo ing up he
galled the sttention of athers in the com, wny, =ith his wife, and Lhey saw &
chain of cherriotes, moving through the air, (Ui. ism Hoodivnd soys 1 was just
a youngater st the time but 1 be » witnese thet they o ré wnch the snno ns Lhs
traine of todey.,) They wepre losded with peojle dréessed 1n wnite, Tfiying over ihe
fryr Veet and setiling there. Then my Tether John Woodlend Jr, Seid, tho peo.le of
the ¥ar fest =re soved.

Weo were driven out of the town Ly the =mob, so we Graped oo the bottoas a
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noe wasy, It was st this time that the prophet sent word to my hrqt.hur
;2:::' ‘:ﬁand to {uwa the stnte far the mob wes seexins his Life; soun i_arap&ratiun
wore mnde for hie deperturs, va he =»s leeving. The fstioer cailed the huyﬁn
mother to his side =ni said, another look on your Sou for it is Lhe | 8ttdfe you
will sas him slive, end it w 8,for he wiE never seen or hesrd of mumin, exoupt
the next &Yy two ne ¥y sede grive were logrted, ooo alf whiech »us suppozed Lo hsve

besn his,

{ ipad there and epdured wil
They were then moved to Adem, Co. Illinois and re:n .
the hepdships thet =-re endured for four yesrsthnen west to lsuveo, Huncock Co,

where the rest of the Ssints were, They were iriven out in the Midwintor of L846
ond they too crossad the Hissiassi pi Eiver into Pottowattome Co, Iows, 80 oulled
by Mosgut, During sl. these hardahips thoes faithful people keyt the first
eommandment God grye Adem, Hultiply the esrth, For children were born during

the wny in msny esmpes S:me were nol so jood =u vhe Indlan ¢-mps, for provisions
wvers scenty, becsuse so litt e could Le tokes with them, The mob compleiled them
to lesve thelr v2 usbles behind, In Oetober 1850 John Woodlend srrived in grest
8alt Loke Velley at the sge of 74 yeo:rs, with most of his Crmily still with him,
He arrived with the Wililsm Enows Co, He pussed awny Nov, 8, 1868, nt the mdvansed
sge of 92 yes7e 7 nmonthe ond 12 days, and is burisd ia tho id ceqetry &t Hillerd
Uteh, Thoy moved formsrd mnd sjent the winter of L850 snd L8521 in Sait Lake Valley
and in the spring of LADL moved to Wiliow Ofesk, Box Elder Co, now know as Wiliard
City, Box Hlder Co. Utah., He he built » nevw home, rinished refsing nis femily

and on & dey In November he pessod ewey st the sge of 92, My mother told this

of her memories of her Grenduother Celis Staplsford,

¥hen I wes o ohild gromdeotlier wio goetting slons in years would ws K eround
slvaye wsliohing the ~ouds nnd treiles coqing Crom the mounteins, uid when anzed
what ahe w5 looking Zor vould =y 1 sm wntching for &y boy. Ye&ra after she
patgsed auny emmigreants cmming from oslifornie toals the brothers end sisters of
Jemes Yoodlsn! thot Lhere w8 B pn Tor whos the towm of foodlend, Callfornis, wes
named, resenbled them so much thrt they were suro he wrs tholr (xrofher, tast the
nob wes supposed to heve killed, &8¢ plso hied oncsanll foot the smne ss thelr
braothayr but they never were kb e Lo prove the cstopy sritten snd turaed 1o by &
grect gropdisughter,

HARCIMET kool WHITLATH GLENK
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