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Name of Board and House i n Princess Anu Co. Va . 

\J e are tol d when lower i~orfolk bocail1e a conpany i n 16::-8, ElizalJeth Hc~1E::ves 
w~e tile name of t.he ,:>arl sh and T,Pe Rocto:r 1Jrn John .ill!"on. Tht·cc ycaJ.·s l&ter 
t he Vestery of Lynnnovcn \JC. f> olcc:t01.: Bi s op. ilol.~fo lk Co . t: s cut oL.' r:;:oL:l ... 1·iuccss 
J nn . Co. i n t:.hc 11.tcr pi•1·t of l?uo. 



John ioodland Jr . 

Son of John ·.-rood l f, nd Sr. eud Mar y Br-01.. 11 ;o ·>c.iluud and i s 
my ' r ct. t gruudf&t her. 

Jorlll .'iood l en·J Jr . e s born 2 7 o f i<le r c:h 1776 , .1:rincess a nn Co . Va . aud first 
ma r .. i c' Ruth !.lcGoeke , t)•:J t<-:be:· 2 1 , 1813 . 'i'o t his un i -'n \ t> S born t wo li t.tlie 
dr-ughter , but he ' · s n Jt t o en j 1y h i s lit. t le 1'1 .w.ily for l on._; . In l Ul o his 
>'i fe i uth <l i e u of' the dre· ded d i s c,.,se .iffi)Wll th,,!1 , s co ... ct plt· "' , a nu .:ithin LO 
days t he li t"L l e rieur; titers \'; ere l a i d t o r &st by the ·1~>ther ' s sicte , of t he sw:ie 
d iaes s e . ..e do not hav e t he naraes of t hese daught e r s . Discouraged , 1::11d broken 
in s ni r i t he l eft Virginia a nd l a ter drif~cd i n to Il~ lnois , i·e1Jla i n i ng si~~le 
until he h:s f orty t l·o yea r s of age , when he met ~wd .. 1- r 1·kd. Celiu .._,r;0z>1erord , 
c "iild of tloe h St apl ef 11' i a nd Poll y Saundors Stapl e f Jr d , a nd to thi s uni:m t hey 
were blessed ··i th four t een c hi ldr en . M~' Gr~ndfat:1er , 'l'h1~1u~ s .:)tbpleford iioodland , 
•w s t he f i fth chi Ld ,,nd n y mo ther ' s f a t her. .nt t h i s tir1e Uoah t>t a ple i'or d ~"1u S 
ope1·r. tin'~ a f er ·y . J ohn '. iood.l frnd Jr . wa s h ired and ti t i:.hi s t l .!1e met t u e tl!iu5lltar 
Celia Bt a plei'ur d , and i n t he spring of l.818 , t hoy \'!e r e ~'!Arr· ied . ..aft er this 
mar r i age he settled three : ~Hes from Al bany EC:.'la rd Co . Il l inois. Vih ile t here 
10 of the 14 c hildren v1ere born t o t he • About 18:55 The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Sa i nts s ent our r:i i ss i one rios to Illxuis . I n t 11e month of A,r;>ril 
t hese eLder s ht>l d a 1ne ating ' t Alba ny , J ohn ~·.oodlend J r. i n company ~;ith Ca ,)tain 
Jeff erson Hunt , :i t t ended t hi s rae etinc; , thi :.> baint: t he first opportunity oi' hearing 
the gosp P.l t euc;ht by t he r ea l apom:, l.es of God . On h i s ray h<.>me after b i d i ng Hunt 
goodni ~ht he felt impress ed t o pr~y , e t f i rst unseen po· e r t r i eJ to ov orc0mu his 
desire , " '10 it s~I'.' .r d es i .1.' he v.·.>u l d i:t1otne1· , buv h e c ontinued t o pra y &nu Suon 
t his f eelin!; l eft , Pnd t he 5iJi r it of t estimony , t ·).Jk its ,.ila ce. .l r o;n t hut t.~'le 

on h e kne\·: t ho thint. s he hear r. t ha t nig ht 1.e r e t rue . ( Ceipta in Eunt Loc ai11e t;he 
capt E> in of the F irs t Company in t he Moruon Bota lion, wh.> ln t e r hel.iJE!C~ s ettle Sun 
Berd i ne , Ce li.i'ornie . he \i' s t he fetnc:r of SoJ h.!'Onill Hunt Coff i n • . :ife of t he 
late ."ill i ru!l Co f fi n S1·. of Downery , Bannock Co ., I uaho , .,,,ho i s nm. i n he r 94 yea r s , 
l e s t mont hAugust 27 , 1942. Ile '-'~ S a rEm l p i oneer a l so , for E:ft e r fil .i ng a ll 
ca lls c1e <" e b y ·_,rtJa i n ut Bri gham Youn-.:; , like·.:lso t he ca ll of t (; ~overn.am::i:. , he l a.s t 
of oll pione t:.redhle.r ah Valle:; , I da ho , now Oncdia , nenr t. he r.o· n of Oxfor d , Oneida 
Co. He was l oid to :r ".. t hirteen years lt·t er in 18 79 . Ho \, B 1,,J:ie s on o f Capt.ain 
Thom.I.l a Hunt f•nd .Jertha H0~11ilton of rev o lut i oru.ry ram-3 , so h~ >sr $ a re1~ blooded 
p l~nn~r ·~nd 11 i • c Lon;~ fri end of t he •an who i s t ile sub jec t o i' t bi s s tor y . ) 

Kete Ku.nt , sistor of Captain Jol1n Hunt marri~d -.; il ium \, 0dl r.md , ha lf b::·other 
of John t·:oodl"'nd of t his s t ory. 

Returning to the s tory 

Soon afte:r t his ni ght DA.meet by J ohn 'dood land Jr . ; these tt"'o good men \·:ere 
baptized. Br othor Hun t s oon b ec.sme d i ss~: tisfied · nd >'iF<11t ed t,o ne i::l hi~ ho!:ie , so he 
mi g ht join the s - i nts in , tissouri. oodlaml purchased his home • 

.. 'oodl arnl behr s t f1RtiP1 m y t o ~, is f ai:i i ly , t hat e ;:;asser'l.~er .i.' r om God r:i.J?)ea red to hirn 
and s howed him bi ~ f uture h :ae i n t he " est e nd to ling him t~ .; o in s earc h ·::>f i t . 
Next morning he beg n t o m,. 1\:0 ~r2p~r .. t i on to l avo . .jhau Hunt called he t.olti tlunt 
if he would 'l'1Ait t he C J u: .. ae of o few d~ys , he ould j o in hin on h i s trl,., to 
Missouri. In search of bis n e\1 ho~c , um·o l d i or- t.o Hunt elJ. be Im i sn<;n . nd heard 
f r om the Ulessenger the nig ht bef or e ; a lso exploinins t, hc scen.e so v i Yi d , t hat he 
knew be ' ;u 'd knm • the pl a c e when he 85\7 it. 

Fxplaining his dr ehm t hus--t hsee -.il' s o 1~ove o f' t ree s ou t ne l u nd , ana in 



. ,- t he •11idst of the grove vhOl'C \':'1 6 :. t.••eo , • oout ';5 f oot. tt l l el· than the r est Of the 
grove , s :-:d t .at he s hou ld )lr ce ni s b c k et,;a i nst thi s tree ~nd. LE1ke 2b st ;:. ,}S to . 
t he weet l'nj there he t .. ,uld i'ind c· c lcf r s.lrl~ of \'.-e tcr 1..;uvu rnJ UtJ t llrow;h \.h.ite 
se :id . Pac :d nr, 't .. <' ir horses ~ i tr1 bl1·n .• cts , pr ovls i o11s and <:. n &xo, t .1ey . oncieu t .:lelr 
v-:ay to .lissr>uri , hic h at t h i tJ t i r:ie ;:· s ~he v.:,ry f1· w t ler of t he Hest • 

. :ithin a f e>'i days Runt t'ouda plac e s ultnblo and they can;>ed a nd built a 
l og hunt . lie t hf'n esked ;00d l<:111d · hore the y shou i<i .;o nou . I am i m.Jr oss cCi to go 
northwar d . 'l'hoy r ode , b mt Lwo n i . ~s earth &nd f ound a grove ol' s.nall trees , '"'it h 
one in t he cent er much t a ller ann a s t his Ci:o.~10 in~o si~t . oodland threw up h is hand 
e nd exc \.H i .'le.ci t he r<' i s t n.e tree . ll'oll0\1 ing ins truc tions t; i v en h im ho _.Jl e cecl bis 
b "CK t o the tree •,nd t ook 2b s tops ei:: t 1.nd found the spr i.n-·~ c u Li.ing Hunt to 

0 0 -,0 and h' v e e drink. hem Bunt drn. ne.<:r he sho\•ed sur ..-r i i:;e for t he.re •w s a fine 
s r,rin~bubbling U iJ t h:r'.)ugh v:hi te sand ., 'fhere t hey c amped a nd bui~t a ri J~her lot:> hut 
to co.nply i th t hr l..01 • On r eturning h >nlc hs [·o l <i out,.. nd t wk lG . f 5 : l ~J b c k to 
his n e · i u a un:;ctt l c· .;' rt )I t.he ;1· ntiEH' . h t thf• t t i !!Le t h?· f' K 1u1i 0 1 l ends 

0 ·e ~< l eel ·•sriuf3t,t.cr ' s r i ht o" . One y1·c1· ;.ht ter r,he .L·r ·:> hot J o:;o )h ~nith 
C! l lcd on ')O i< n•: ~ . "' .::xc .1.6; ~ed "13!' 1thc!' · <nu L· :-i·· .~Mu h ve • prPtty p .HCP n.e: , 
;r,h..:.t ~ u_._c . u take for it t.> l.!e u: f:rl ,_·,·r a s t ·,,;,-. i n ,"; i on ; · 1cre u)On .,oodl and 
a-s'"e c , i f i t in t ho Lord ' s v;i .Ll you mey h "e it , t h(; .er.J_,;het rt~oa .1.'...>l ' t• •.• o.le .. i:. 
, .. 1t h h is lw• l dr 1p;}e-: HO hir c >- in rf'c.t o· uu t i s brN -r. , t~.cn turDC'" i:l ~··lo &ml a 
br -; 1t li 1:t F- n :-j r ,,und his he • 1, ., ·' .. h<0 ri ised _u; he.ti<! , n·1 _.JL•· c i14; r..i s 

hand on J ohn 's s bou lrler he s i d , ''I :1-:>n't tr:J:te y.mr ",J-' ce t h t t ne J..tOrd s howed 
Y'>'I in u v 1,,1 •n . nrj you h• J..'• ith eu u ·h t o suck it oul. . But I s 1.:u .. '1.. hls 
pr i~erty unt.'"l yiu "nd post erity for t i.ne · nd c.ll etoruity ,tu-"'" i~ h i r.;1 .uev er -r,o s ell 
it , rn<i La t er hew s ;fr'ercd l.Prge ~m.u: ->' ' r.10ncy _or it , but ne i·e,;~.duuu t.Lle1·e 
until he ,1 bi s fari.i ~Y ·er e d1·ivon :.mv 'Ly mou vio~ ::.i..: e . 

Goi '1 • to /.d:aln--Ond i --Alun".11 , there ~c1s one c.: .:i...d Lm ·n th..: r {..:;ol o.n.rn) , ne is 
bu1·i '" at i:Hbn , I ctLho . Mr s . ·:oodl and ' u :not her {Po l y ut<.>~Le.:'vrd) Jied . 'i'ne mob 
·t~s so vi J.1.t . no one~::: .bl c. to l€bVe t h.: c o:'.L.1.) i n order· t o L..ii u ti ao l'i ii. , so 
t bcy i)l'.c eil the 1.-:Jt her l n a clot hou box, ,:ni ch uus uo ..;hort thc.. t tna f eet <ind a n .. i.os 
v:e-re ex 1 ~- l' · · ·~ th<: en• 11n·l it s •\i d 1 i nter i n t .1e ye r 18 .. j . ...>atneti 1~s I 
wonder ho~1 Many of us oul d be · °L ... o to ~mluru .. uch t r h:ls . 

The i r only she l.. t er '< BS the .;.r \»·go 1s 'nd :;o . .r br ush br:.cCY,j_ i n t he i"u:r .l G ... a 
t ent i t h GO"Je u i ·.ts thr ,~;n '•Vt r t.hu bru.,h . . i1i :.e in t his cwa_:.1 t ht1 .rti)b a me and 
H6S go in~ r.o t ('iee h i s wi e·m , sr;yin~ lt v · ::, t:-i.(; on y oue ot 1·onl.i 00..t.1,_;h Lo carr~ 
t heir c· nnon . !i:c t o.1.ci t heo t nc .:'l r11 t, ono t h t t.ouchc .l it i;n u lu l;e hi t. ove:r t.he 
hesd ith i1n e xo . G<nerel C d.1:::k: tho :.ea'.!er o. t he L i l i t i a i'or'b<.ue uuy 0I!e 
t ouc hing hi llle C)l' h i s t;or. , -r er'Ll!f; h i n c le:r.• to c ive ;o ddu .. nu u .tJC1·m.i t t ,J ,t>ul>B 

f'r r.i t he s t (lte un-1ol cf.'t ed. L :)d ;.ri1l'l J'ei"us od t he or ,.,r unluss Cl ark l'Jt e i t h im­
s elf , or I t 1\ · r t !i: t ot hers \;.uld t i .i G i t, .. ~ eo~us . t;o ;-. itll Clr r .. ' s !-1Ull 
he ~ of't t h(· s t 1 t o 1lf Hlssouri, L1'f•V iLC t ll pr o •ar ty bfJt\ i.;ci l'0r th., mou , O:&'.C C.i.>t 
h is 1'•1.i i y nnd 'h.,t he c uld c ·'rl' on t nc · ~gon . 

On the Why to the Fr.:1r ~ieat til<>y c wtt-'l;d i n ·- gr >Ve of trees , und ·«hen he c;nd 
b i s chilfrru ~ .·o i n f r ont lJ.' t.hc c ;.1.>, \"i,on he hc:t. r J A n i s e , -. ud l.o ln..; up he 
Ct' lla' tho fl t te..ltion o1' :.>t~crs in t,h: C(M .:y , i t b hit:· i fc , a11ci t,n._y s:.'I. u 
chain of char .riot(·S , novi •• "' thrcH1.;h t.10 i r , (,i i . i ·m ,iOO!. ;;0. oeJ s J.. w;s j us t 
e you~;ster et the ti 1c but l b.: r 'I" i tn1-~ s th!i t tney .:-1:; nuch '.:.!1c su:n" h!:> 't. .16 

tre i nf.J o.~ t oo.:· y . } They .::re ';.OF: e i ' _;,tr pe > 1le d.!'~ .~$,.d i n . .1. -:.e , f .1.yi~ .;Ver '1..lle 
f~ r . e~t r.ml s e tt l i nt;i thcr a . Then 1~y rat her John i'ioodwnd J r . ;:,e id , tuo :peo . .-J. c of 
t he Ft:.r ''ust e r (j s ·veJ . 

""c 110re dr i ven ou t ol' the t ovm bJ the w.>b , -O ·.·m c ui-ie•.1 ~:n t he lh.>~,tu..r:s a 
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s hort d ·= sta ~Ce weay . I t , .,3 r t ·.hi. s t,ir.1e t h<.i t tl1e .,r .... phot cont or <l to :ay brotnor_ 
J · mos . · ~o'"! .... "lrd to lot.Ve the sv te ... •Jr t he raob i.: s ~f:'u.i{in., h i t. Life ; soon /l'C.1:lf:. r i>t1on 

were ,:i••de fO!' hi!.· cc:-i~rture , ·she · r.· le1.:1v1n.; . 'i.'hc f·.t :o~ Cl .1cd tht bo~:s 
mot her to hi· ' side r n sai.t , another l oo.Lt on y>Ur :;or. •vl' i.t i s l,he ~· stt~u.e you 

him L. .,, ... :1 1· t -.. e , 1·or he ~- s nt:VeJ' nee11 o.:.• .1cr.r·d of f1. aill , exc0 ,t 
will see . "' i.vc , ,, ..,_ ·ct Lo , vc 
t hr· N:Xt sy t _ 11 · y .1P 1e .~r· ' i f- • t-J''? Loe t ed , O!.ll ,) f • h h :r: • fi ~u,t>,1· .....--~ LJ • 

bf'. n his . 

They v-ere t he n r:tov e<i to A lam. Co . Illinois, and rc .. aine:i the. c ~~d en~ • ..:.rec.l u .1.l 
t !le hr r dsl·ips th t \! re f·nl1 Jl't : .or f ur ycsrstnen t.ent to .muv oo , -~"'ncocK Co . 

where t he •·n:;;t of t he sc ints were . 'l'hoy ne .,. irlvon out. in the , idwin t c.1· of l !.3'16 
nnd they t :;;1 Cr '>S ;~{' tille I i ! :;i ss i ) i Riv~r into .t'ott!)"l'8.tto:nr. Co. Iow~ . so Ct.Lied 
by Uosqut . DurinJ eL the~e llo r 1·;,hi ps t JJ<H'e ftt i thl'ul poopl o ke.;t the first 
COr.l!"'lOnd •ent God c· V!'l Aden. .lU l t i p ly the er r th . F ..:>r chi l~1rc11 't:G!'e L ; rn dur J.n<!> 

t he , • y i n ~· ny c · ·1.-G . S 1c ~ere not ~o '"Od · · ·hu Indi~n c :n~e , for pr o-1il'1ions 
tlere scc:mt y , boc ... u:.e so Utt e coul. ue t· .. P.u ith t .iem . lhe HOb c o..;.;._e_i<-ri ther.1 
to l e!"ve t.belr v~ usb !.es bc'1in~ . In Ocu01><'r l H50 John .oodl~111d &rrivcd in t.~r0t. t 
SAlt Lnke Valley at the "'3C of ? 4 y o· l 'S , -.ith :-1;st il' bis i'· :~i ly still ;, ii;b him. 
He <'rriv'Yt .1th the T !. l i· .n Sno\ils Co . He ~NJsed almy No"t". 8 , l86d , · t the t>uv c..nccd 
·ec of 92 y"· rr ? 1··ths r.nd l': <>ys , nnd i s bt1rl'c'l i:1 1,h•.; .C: C1•i,1ctry ff\, .. i_lc.1-. · 
vt• n . They tOVCd f Or'.'ff'1"d !'-!.l(.l 4JCUI th' ~:inter uf i - 50 .~ n~ ... r .01 in dait u !.c Vaw.ey 
and in t hf- o_,!"i11, · ot· :.851 '1lo•reti. to ·, l 1 ri•.; C~eek , Box I:l iJr Co . now kno\1 a:;; i.Lflrd 
Ci.ty , Box •l d,Jr Co . u•·,:l. He he bui lt" n , 11om.e , r· inh·i-iell rais ii~ i1is i'u. .. ily 
aPd on e ····y i n r;ov "lber he p:.iAsoc!. e "·ay ::i t t.he t;ge of 92. ..:ty motnnr t olt: this 
o f her !'i0!'110"i es o f her Grein<1 other Cc li~ Stu.:_.>iEJfo:i~ . • 

hem I ;· · R a child _:r" m\mothcr w· ::; got tin .; • l on._. i n y"..rro wou ~u w& h. u r JUUtl 

alv.-ayf' ~;:::.i· c ire ta~ "'O._.~ rn:i tr•~ i d:'S CO:i lli,; t'.r,1 t.ill? ;i,,,unt~ 1ns , ·"' .hon u..; •• cd 
wha t she r; :,; looi<: i n .:or ~ ou.!..<l :';· y I 'n w• tchlng r'or my boy . Yee. r s .~:tor t>llC 

pa se~ a-::ny €ltL'"l i £?""nts c-::1.1 ·;c-; frofl'l c:·i lH .rni'" toi. · t•1c orother o t ml s .. Gters 01' 
J .,!'\es ·oo:.l. n~ t~1:~t t:1ere ' s fJ ·•n '-}r ':'lh,., i tho to."Jl ;Jf .. ooult:nn , Gulifor.1i i , '" s 
Df'"IJE·d , r c-t·r-1b '..l"'I t'l' "J so much t:1-t the·; ·,hro n ro h.; i.:: t'1Li:.• l'Jthor , t.1 t "t;he 
::iob v as r-up;;o:co to 'tc ve .~i l.lc;..!. . n e !:lr:o m;d oiy· E";:'l.~l l!. f, Jt the 1·· .1e as 1..hcir 
br0thei· but they nf'Ve · •· e:r·~ Pb e :.. ; .)rove t H: ct n•y r ~ t"L(.ll nu tm· t:Jd in 1.,y u 
c r e•\t, r;:-r r i.1 lalH;r.ter . 






