








William RICHARDSON, Connie Sue ROBEY, Paul ROGERS, Patti ROSS,
Jo Ann SANDERS, Norma SANDERS, Jean SCHRAM, Joan SCHRODT,
Ralph SCHRAM, Mary Lou SEAGRAVES, Molly SEAGRAVES, Alyce
Marie SMITH, Donald SMITH. Everett SMITH, James Gilbert SMITH,
Jeanne Marie SMITH, Nona Louise SMITH, Norma Jean SMITH, Donald
N. SNEED, Mari Etta SNEED, Betty SOMERS, Maxine SPANI, Jo Ann
SPEERS, La Verne SPENCER, Carl STANFIELD, Harry STEWART,
Kenneth STEWART, Bill SUMMERS, Lois SUMMERS, George
TADLOCK, Clarence TATE, Pearl TATE, Bill TAYLOR, Bob
THRASHER, Wayne THREEWITT, Joanna TODOVICH, Julia TOWLE,
Wanda UNDERWOOD, Irene WALLS, Raymond C. WALLER, Melvin
WEBB, Lola Mae WEST, Mary WEST, Kenneth WHITTINGTON, Ruie
WILCOX, Pat WILKERSON, Donald WILLIAMS, Nancy WILSON, Gene
WINGO, John WOOLARD, Jim WOOLARD.

WAR TIME -

Those who served their country from the little village of Ewing and
Surrounding community.

Aaron ARONOLD, Denzil BATTS, John BOYD, Myron CHOISSER, Bennie COMBS,
Alfred SOTY, Vernell CLAYTON, Glen HEDGES, Gene KARRAKER, Jewel KIRK,
Howard Lovell, Robert MARSHALL +, Elton McDUFFY, Kenneth MILLER, George
W. MOORE, Jack PAYNE, Emest ROBERSON, Phillip SMITH, Russell STORY, Harry
TERRY, Roy WALKER, Leo WEBB, Woodrow WHITTINGTON, Ralph WINGO,
Bobbie APGAR, Qunicy E. BEATY, Orville BOY, Duncan CLAYTON, Fred
COCHRANE, Jimmie COMBS, Charles WOODROW, Claud WILLIAMS, Maurice
WHITAKER, Charles WEBB, Burdett SWIFT, Emory SMOTHERS, Howard
ROBERSON, Edward PONDER, Russell PAGE, Ernest MILLS, James McDUFFY,
Elmer McCOY, Frank MARSHALL, William KIRK, Clifton KING, Curtis HILL, Harry
FOWLER, Eldon BANGS, Arthur BOYD, Paul BURNETTE, Dwight CLAYTON, Gene
COCHRANE, Leo CONNER, Dale HEDGES, Chelsey HOLMAN, Edd Hill KI NG,
Howard MARSHALL, Billie McDUFFY, John William LEWIS, James MIDYETT, Max
MILLS, Howard Marshall WILLIAMS, Billie PAGE, Lawrence SETTLES, Wayne
PONDER, Irene SMOTHERS, Donald TAYLOR, Len WALKER, Eugene WEBB,
Wendell WHITAKER, Wesley WILLIAMS.
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DOWNS, Leonard age 29 and MOORE, Monell age 21 were married April 3, 1901
EWING, John age 27 and WHITE, Alice age 25 were married November 27, 1902
FELKER, George William age 30 and MARSHALL, Rosetta age 33 were married July
14, 1901

FRY, Clayton age 21 and JOHNSON, Effie age 21 married October 20, 1901
HOLMAN, Alvin age 26 and THOMASON, Gussie age 16 ? married August 17, 1902
HOOD, William age 27 and WALL, Dena age 24 were married May 11, 1902
HOPPER, W. M. age 48 and HURST (BRIDGES) , Lucinda E. age 36 married April 10,
1902

HUTSON Harry age 23 and BROWNING, Mary B. age 17 married June 23, 1901

ICE, James M. age 52 and May (CAMPBELL) , Julia age 47 married June 23, 1901
JONES, Canada age 22-23 and HILL, Ella age 27 married March 19, 1902

KERN, Clifford age 23 and SULLIVAN, Savana age 21 married September 10, 1902
LOFTON, William Marion age 25 and CIPHYER, Matilda age 28 married August 6,
1902

MADDOX, Robert age 23 and STUBBLEFIELD, Millie age 17 married March 5, 1901
MALIN< George age 29 and NEWTON, Maggie Emaline age 19 married January 23,
1902

MABRY, Nealy age 22 and PETTYPOOL, Daisy age 19 married December 4, 1902
McCASLIND, Edwin D. age 32 and WEBB, Nancy age 21 married April 6, 1901
McCREERY, Les C. age 20 and SIMMONS, Gracie age 17 married July 6, 1902
OVERTUREFF, Marshall age 20 and DILLON Lida/Lila age 19 married September 11,
1901

PLASTERS, Wiley age 23 and KNIGHT, Kate age 19 married July 4, 1901

POYNOR, Theophlus age 26 and SUMMERS, Ona age 22 amrried March 3, 1901
PAGE, Harley age 21 and SHIRLEY, Iva age 19 married April 30, 1902

ROBERTS, Daniel age 33 and NUIR, Mary B. age 25 married October 30, 1901
ROTRAMEL, James age 28 and Kent ?, Maud age 21 married April 24, 1901
SANDERSD, Edwaard age 29 and BROWNING, Eidy age 17 married June 1, 1902
SCHRADE, John T. age 26 and SIMPSON, Berdie age 21 married December 24, 1901
SEEBER, Charles E. Age 27 and HUDLESON, Lora/Leora age 25 married October 20,
1901

SWEETIN, Mode ? age 23 and CONNER, Rosella age 18 married December 5, 1901
TAYLOR, Robert age 20 and ODON, Eva age 20 married May 5, 1901

TUCKER, William age 27 and TAYLOR, Belle age 18 married January 1, 1902

UHLS, James Marshall age 21 and VEACH, Elsie age 19 married February 2, 1902
THRELKELD, H. E. age 24 and BAIN, Daisey age 23-34 married June 4, 1902
UNDERWOOD, William T. age 61 and MACKENELLY (LWRENCE), Ellen age 48
married August 15, 1901

TEFERTILLER, Monroe age 30 and TAYLOR (HUFFINE), Martha Ann age 34 married
April 26, 1901
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COCKRUM FAMILY

Henry Ayers COCKRUM was born January 29, 1832 in Spring Garden Township of
Jefferson County, Illinois. He died May 27, 1906 in Franklin County, lllinois. He
married Nancy J. GREENWOOD and Nancy died May 14, 1865 and then on September
7, 1865 he married Hester Hill GREENWOOD. Hester’s husband GREENWOOD was
killed in the Civil War. Within this family were two sets of COCKRUM children and
one of GREENWOOD. Children of Henry A. and Nancy were;

-Sarah Ann COCKRUM born 11—8-1858 and died in 1933 and is buried in Walnut Hill
Illinois. She married Dr. Ben J. Franklin WAYMAN of the Walnut Hill area.

Mary E. COCKRUM  born May 14, 1860 and died November 3, 1846 and buried.
Maple Hill Cemetery, Sesser, lllinois. She married Dr. Harvey L. PATTERSON.

William J. COCKRUM born April 20, 1862 and died August 28, 1863John Wesley6
COCKRUM was born  Feb. 2, 1864 and died June 27, 1909. He was a Farmer I the
Horse Prairie Community near Sesser, Illinois

CHILDREN BY Hester Hill GREENWOOD

Mafthew Franklin (Frank) COCKRUM born October 29, 1866 and died October 19,
1932 and he married Carrie ESHELMAN.

Eliza E. COCKRUM bom December 18, 1868 and died April 6, 1953 and she married
George E. SMITH.

Silvester COCKRUM bom December 29, 1869 and died September 22, 1970.

Missouri Elizabeth COCKRUM born February 11, 1871 and died August 10, 1940 She
married Hosea PROVART.

Nancy L. COCKRUM bom September 4, 1974 and died September 15, 1876.

Charles Elmer COCKRUM born. February 26, 1877 and died February 16, 1958 Buried
Maple Hill Cemetery at Sesser, Illinois. He married Amanda Ward MAY.

~ NEW MEMBER
Barbara (Boyd) SEGGELKE

1625 N. Kankakee Street
Lincoln, Illinois 62656

SURNAMES; BOYD, CREEK, MILLER (MUELLER), NEAL, TAYLOR, WEBB, All
Franklin lines. Always looking for information John George MILLER Family,
John NEAL Family, Lazarus WEBB Family and Killion CREEK Family.
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fall of 1917, he was selling off his cattle and getting things in order and ready to go off to
war, but he got typhoid fever and was ill for many months. When he recovered, he
became the head of the Sesser School District . Later he served the school as
Superintendent and then he ran an Insurance business, then on to the post office.

Roy Gulley, became known far and wide as a public speaker and there was a great
demand for his services at church and family gatherings and other things.
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MARTEL FAMILY

The older Martel’s came from France to the United States and then on to Iilinois. John B
and Nancy MARTEL had a large family. . John was a school teacher in Kentucky
before his marriage. Following his marriage they came to Illinois. They are buried in
the Curlee Cemetery, located southwest of Tamaora, Illinois in Perry County.

Oscar MARTEL married Mary Elnora HARGETT, whose parents were John Simpson
WRENCHIE and Mary Elnora Reeves HARGETT. Oscar took his bride on November
13, 1879 and they lived in the Ashley, Illinois area. They were blessed with a family of
ten children; Arthur and Elsie were born near Ashley and when Elsie was a few weeks
old, they moved to the Horse Prarire Community near Sesser. They loved on the Jack
FITZGERRELL’s farm (who was the grandfather of the late Wayne Fitzgerrell’s) Other
children were Edna, Frank, Mary”’Mamie”, Elmer, Bertha, Jennie, Pauline and Nellie.

He joined the Bear Point Church, but she did not as she was a Campbellite, but in later
years they both joined the First Christian Church in Sesser and remained their until their
deaths.

The family moved to the area know as “Cook Hill” as they had bought a farm there and
that made the children attend the school at Bear Point. About 1909 the older
MARTELL'’S left the farm for the city and ran a grocery store in Sesser. He served as a
school director, school treasurer, tax assessor, Highway Commissioner, Police Magistrate
and served as Township Supervisor for three terms He is his wife enjoyed some sixty-
five years together. She died November 24, 1944 and he died March 20, 1951 and the
ripe old age of 94. they are buried at the Maple Hill Cemetery at the north edge of
Sesser.
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COCKRUM FAMILY

Matthew Wesley COCKRUM Jr. was born cn January 29, 1838 in Spring Garden
Township of Jefferson County, 1llinois. His parents Matthew and Sarah (GIBSON)
COCKRUM  came with other family members to Jefferson County in the early 1800’s
from Todd County, Kentucky, and settled in Jefferson County, Illinois, for a few years
before moving over to the Sesser area of Franklin County. It was told that Matthew and
some of his brothers had a disagreement and he decided to move away from the Jefferson
county area and the brother that was left in Jefferson County, changed the spelling of the
name to COCHRANE and remained there, as Matthew moved on. Matthew died on
September 19, 1931. He took as his wife, Ruth GREENWOOD, on December 13, 1860.
Ruth was bom December 7, 1842 and died July 2, 1909. They were the parents of seven
children. After Ruth passed away, Matthew married Matilda Isaac BRAYFIELD in
1910.

Children of Matthew and Ruth were:

1. James Jackson COCKRUM born April 3, 1864 and died November 27, 1893. Said
that he went to college, sold religious books. He married Mary BLACK on November
3,1899.

They had two sons, Ralph  COCKRUM and another son that died young.

2. Ella Nora COCKRUM born March 29, 1865 and died February 16, 1897. She
married Walter SUSLER.

They had a daughter, Ethel SUSLER who married Claude J. COCKRUM.

3. Martha Jane COCKRUM born April 13, 1866 and death unknown. She married
William JONES.

Her children were Pearl JONES (Roy HAMILTON), Matthew Elmer JONES (Audra
COOK), Mary JONES (Avery COOK).

4. Artanissice COCKRUM born July 3, 1871 and death unknown. She married Earl
JONES.

One son Earl Jones, who never married.
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WILLIS FAMILY

William A. WILLIS, known as “Uncle Bill” was an early pioneer of Sesser. He was
born February 19, 1854 and died August 29, 1831 and is buried at Horse Prairie
Cemetery. He married Rachel HAWKINS (born 5-15-1859—died 1-12-1889 buried
Tamaroa, Il.) They had one daughter, Velma WILLIS born 1888 and died January 13,
1959, after she spent years in a mental hospital. She was married to Athanassia
BEDROS.

William A. married Mary E. HARTLEY who was born August 20, 1861 and died
Novemebr 19, 1937, (She had been married to a KIRKPATRICK). They had the
following children; Lillian WILLIS, Russell Vernor WILLIS and Howard WILLIS.

Lillian Willis was born 2-14-1895 and she married Judge Everett M. LEWIS on June 20,
1916. He was born 2-25-1889 and died 6-25-1966. The Judge and Lillian had six
children. Willis Franklin LEWIS born 3-13-1917 and he married Jean PRICE. Everett
Russell LEWIS born 9-13-1918 and died 4-12-1945 (killed in a plane crash in Texas).
Mary Blanche LEWIS born 11-18-1920 and married Ted FISK. Isabelle Ann LEWIS
born 9-21-1922 and married Gene Burton HUBBLE, Ralph Edward LEWIS born 11-17-
1924 and died 11-18-1944 in Germany, Harry Lee LEWIS born 8-6-1927 and married
Dorothy Garner. Two of the sons died during WW2, Harry became a Doctor of
Medicine and practiced in Benton for many years until his death.

Russell V. WILLIS was born 7-9-1899 and married Marion Roberta FOWLER. He was
in the Banking business. They had the following children, Richard Hartley WILLIS born
9-4-1927 and married Yola Avram from Greece, William Robert WILLIS born 7-12-
1930 and married Jean HAMPEL. He was a teacher., Barbara Ann WILLIS born 10-29-
1936 and married Daniel G. LAWRENCE.

Howard WILLIS born 5-23-1910 and married Armitta CLINTON of Sesser. They lived
in Chlcago and then they dworced and he marned Betty Stanﬁeld who was from
Kentucky. A T .

'l'he first full term of school In Seaser was held in the First Baptist Church in 1 906 or 1907
with Carrie Wyatt Sulcer and C. A. McBride as teachers.
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SESSER REVIEW NEWSPAPER

September 24, 1959

Mr. and Mrs. Pete MIKULONIS and children spent last week end with Mr. And Mrs.
Charles Robinson and family at Flat Rock. Charles and family have recently mover there
from Metropolis, where he is principal of the elementary schools.

ANANNANNNNNNA

Mr. And Mrs. Bert NEWBERRY visited in Mt. Vernon last Sunday with Misses Ruby,
Laverne and Bea TITTLE. Other visitors were Mrs. Sora COAD and Mr. And Mrs.
Harry WARREN of Centralia.

AANANNANANANNANNN

Mrs. Dell DOWNEN was called to West Frankfort Tuesday evening due to the illness of
her granddaughter, Mrs. Virginia SAMPLES, who was to be an operative patient
Wednesday moming.

ANANNNNNANN

Dale BROWN of Centralia was here managing the Bracy Food Store, while Angelo
BOLLERO is enjoying a two- week vacation.

ANANNAANNNNNNA

Mr. And Mrs. Leonard SHEWMAKER and son of Oak Lawn were in Sesser Sunday and
visited at the home of Mr. And Mrs. Arthur SHOEMAKER.

ANNNNANAANN

Mr. And Mrs. John KIRKPARTICK were weekend visitors to Chicago Heights to visit
relatives.

AANANANNNNNNAN

B. A. MURRY entered the Franklin Hospital for observation and treatment.

AANNANNNNN

Mr. And Mrs. C. C. ROBINSON and Mrs. Kenneth COCKRUM were visitors to
Evansville last Wednesday.
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The mail was brought to Sesser on horseback, from Waltonville, by William H. Ward.
In 1906 Mr. WILLIS was appointed the first Postmaster of Sesser. Homes and business
began springing up. Most of the business buildings were two story, and they rented out
the top floor to people that was flocking into the area , to work in the Mine.

The earlier settlers were strong and could endure anything. Homes made from logs, with
wide wooden boards for the floors and with a clap board roof. The heating system, was
very modern for the time, a open fire place made from sticks and mud, with a chimney in
one end of the room. The furniture was whatever they could make from the trees, using

~ an ax to make the tables and stools. Bedsteads were made in the corner of the room, and
only on bedpost had to be made. Guess you would not move that furniture around and
rearrange the room every once in a while. Some homes even had an upstairs. The only
was to reach the upper rooms was a ladder made of poles and rounds, at the end of the
lower room and a cubby hole in the ceiling. They did not have all the new appliances

that we have today, but they were very happy. They raised their own flax, and spun wove
it and made their own garments, as needed. Six yards of material was considered to be an
extravagant amount, of material to put into one dress. The men, well they wore hunting
shirts, buckskin leggings and moccasins. Not much tableware. Just a few pewter plates,
which were very expensive and an iron skillet, with hunting knives used on the table and
other purposed. All the cooking was done in a fire place. They even baked bread in the
fire place using the skillet.

Most of the boats coming to the new world had chickens aboard. These chickens shared
the homes with some of the settlers. This was the eggs and meat for the family. Still do
not know which was first, the chicken or the egg? Geese supplied the feathers for the
bedding and pillows. Wild Turkeys were everywhere and used for meat. Large flocks of
turkeys and geese use to be driven to Tamaroa and to Webb’s Hill. Some drove in front
with wagons and with the “shooers” behind. The driver had a long pole with a bright
red rag tied on it. They made good time, about one mile and hour. Wouldn’t you liked
to have been on one of these trips. Probably this is where a lot of young boys got some
good training for life, and maybe some young ladies, too.

They used a mortar to grind corn. It was made by burning out a hole in a stump, making
a bowl, then the grain was pounded with a maul until fine. Then they went modern, a
horse was used in what was called a “sweep” or a spring pole powered by the horse. One
of these was located at Buckner Hill. Don’t’ you know that they had to start early, to
have cornbread for the noon meal.

They could not run around in fancy cars as we do. Their social life, was just near by, at
their home, or one of the neighboro’s. They had gatherings to spin and weave material
for the families clothing, comhuskings, quilt bees, log rollings and hog killings, barn
raising and house warmings. Sounds like fun, but not anything I would like to do all the
time. There were gospel singings and church meetings. These provided an occasion for
“sparkin” and “courting” and that was under a watchfill eye of the father. Father’s are
not as strict as they use to be. They married with in the little circle of neighbors and
friends and it was nothing for three or four boys, 'al'lﬂblgpthers to marry sisters, next door.
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