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Grolet-Gurulé: Los Francéses of Nueva México

By VIRGINIA L. OLMSTED, €G *

When Santiago Gurulé married Elena Gallegos at Bernalillo, New Mexico.
10 December 1699, a new surname came into use in this northern province of
New Spain." However, the agnatic ancestry of this colonial New Menxico
family, Gurul¢, is not Spanish as might be expected, and the records which
document Gurulé origins also help to close a chapter in the history of American
exploration that has been left open by conventional historical research.

In accordance with Spanish custom and law, the Gurulé-Gallegos couple
had to undergo a premarital investigation designed to insure that they were
legally free to marry and were entering into the union of their own volition.
Their extant testimony, and that of the witnesses called on their behalf, reveals
much about social and political events of their era and the effect which these
had upon migration and settlement.

Elena Gallegos's origins were relatively conventional for her society. She
stated that she was nineteen years of age and a native of Bernalillo, daughter of
Antonio Gallegos and Catarina Baca, both deceased.” Her parents. with two
children. are said 1o have escaped from New Mexico at the time of the Pueblo
Rebellion in 1680, Her parents died during their years of exile in Guadalupe
del Paso, but Elena and two brothers returned to New Mexico with an uncle at
the time of the De Vargas Reconquest of 1693.}

Santiago Gurulé, on the other hand, was an outsider. He was, by birth,
Jacques Grolet, son of Yvon Grolet and Marie Odon, both then deceased. and
he had been baptized at the church of St. Jean, La Rochelle, Kingdom of
France. Both of his witnesses were of Gallic origins also; Pierre Meusnier. aged
twenty-six, and Jean L’Archevéque, aged twenty-seven.* Unlike his compa-
triots, Grolet-Gurulé did not state his exact age or birthdate in this marriage
investigation. However, at L.’Archevéque’s marriage two years earlier, Grolet
had served as a witness; and at that time he gave his age as thirty-four (i.e.,
born 1663).” Grolet came to the New World, he stated, as a member of the La
Salle Expedition of 1685-1687.°
. Both witnesses stated that they had known Grolet for fificen years, having
all been soldiers under the French explorer René Robert Cavalier, Sieur de La
Salle. Commissioned by Louis XIV of France, in 1684, to establish French
colonies throughout the interior of North America, from the Gulf of Mexico to
the Great Lakes, the La Salle expedition overshot its intended landing at the
mouth of the Mississippi and came ashore at Matagorda Bay, in Spanish
Texas. After several abortive attempts to find the mouth of the Mississippi
from that point, or to reach Canada, La Salle was assassinated by members of
his party in March 1687.] ' ' s

Of the three compatriots, only L’Archevéque is reported to have had a part
in the actual assassination. While some of the La Salle party succeeded in
reaching French settlements in lilinois, from which they proceeded to Quebec
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and then to France, Grolet and L’Archevéque fled into the Indian nations of
Texas. After five years they surrendered to Spanish troops who found them
there. They were taken first to Mexico City and from there to Spain for further

questioning; but they were back in Mexico in time to take part in the Dev”

\/ Vargas Reconquest of Nueva Mexico. There they were joined by their old
friend Meusnier, whose fate it had likewise been to end up among the Spanish.
Meusnier did not remain in New Mexico; instead he settled in Guadalupe del
Paso, where he married the daughter of pre-revolt New Mexicans.®

As customarily was the case when non-Spaniards came into this society,
Jacques Grolet’s name became Hispanicized—to Santiago Gurulé. As also
happens in many such cases, Spanish officials who thereafter “identified” the
family’s ethnic origins in one record or another were not as meticulous as they
are believed to have been on the subject of race. Extant records inconsistently
identify Gurulé descendants as espafioles (Spaniards) and mestizos (of mixed
ancestry). Nearly two centuries later, however, journalist Adolph Bandelier
reported meeting two members of the family and stated that they were still
called locally los francéses (the French).?

The civil and ecclesiastical records of Bernalillo offer little more information
about Santiago, who died intestate about 1711. Elena Gallegos referred to
herself as a widow when she registered her stock brand in 1712.'° A physical
description of Gurulé is recorded in the De Vargas lists. Both he and
L’Archevéque were said to be “streaked on the face.” Like other Europeans
who went among the western Indians, this pair appears to have adopted the
native custom of tattooing themselves with symbols of their bravery, commem-
orating their coups against their enemies. As one contemporary described it,
their whole bodies might eventually be covered, including “their necks, chests,
backs, arms, the backs of their hands, their stomachs down to the hips, the
lower part of their thighs, and their legs [all] marked with indelible blue lines,
which are drawn with a red hot iron and charcoal.”"!

Elena Gallegos, as she continued to be called according to the Spanish
custom by which females retained their maiden name after marriage, outlived
her husband for some two decades. Although centuries of Spanish law had
discouraged female participation in business activities, Elena was typical of the
colonial widows who chose not to remarry and, as a sole feme, conducted her
own business affairs. As a stock raiser, who recorded her brand in her own
name, she also acquired a sizable tract of land stretching from the Rio Grande
to the summit of the Sandia Mountains. Known as the Jésus Maria Grant, the
land had been issued to Diego Montoya in 1694 but was transferred to the
widowed Elena by Montoya's son Antonio."

Elena drafted her will, 1 May 1731, leaving the bulk of her property to her
only son and heir, Antonio Gurulé. Opening her will with the customary
professions of faith, she requested that she be buried in the parish church of the
villa of Albuquerque, garbed in the robes of the order of St. Francis, and she
asked that her funeral be “‘most humble because of my being a poor widow.”
She itemized a rather large number of livestock in her will and made a gift of
some land and stock to her brother, Felipe Gallegos. To her oldest grand-
daughter, Manuela Gurulé, she left all of her wearing apparel, some coral
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bracelets, one reliquary with a silver frame, and one chest of Michoacan wood.
Witnesses were José de Quintana, Jos¢ Montano, José Griego, and Felipe
Gallego, presumably her brother. The will was offered for probate on 6
February 1732," but the burial registers of the Albuquerque church carry a
cryptic entry that suggests she died some five months earlier: “21 September
1731—buried the widow Elena.”"

Santiago Gurulé and Elena had an only child.

+ 2 i. Antonio* de Gurulé, baptized in Bernalillo, 2 April 1703."

2. Antonio® Gurulé (Santiago'), probably born shortly before his baptism on
2 April 1703; married at age eighteen to Antonia Quintana, aged sixteen,
daughter of José Quintana (a neighbor and one of the witnesses to Elena
Gallegos’s will) by Quintana’s wife Antonia Lujin Dominguez; died 18 April
1761.'

Antonio spent his life on the Jésus Maria Grant. The land encompassed by
this tract now contains a number of communities on the northern side of
Albuquerque, principally Los Ranchos de Albuquerque, Los Gallegos, and
parts of Los Griegos. By the mid-nineteenth century, when New Mexico
became a territory of the United States, it was known generally as Los Ranchos
Grant or the Elena Gallegos Grant.'” Not surprisingly, Antonio was a farmer,
leading a relatively quiet life. In 1733 he did initiate a lawsuit against one
Cristéval Garcia over the latter’s opening of an acequia (drainage canal) which
ran water through Antonio’s property. Joining young Gurulé in the suit were
his uncle, Felipe Gallego, and Isabel Jorge."

When Antonio made his will, 18 April 1761, he stated that he had been
married to Antonia Quintana for forty years and that they were the parents of
nine children. All were named in the document. As executors, he named his
wife and his “son, Tadeo Garcia.” (Tadeo was, in fact, his son-in-law, husband
of his daughter Luisa.) The Jésus Maria Grant was to be divided, with half
going to his widow and the other half to his nine children. A special bequest was
made to one Juana Urbina, who had been reared in his home, and freedom was
granted to two Indian women, Rosa and Elena, who had been servants of his
mother. In gratitude for their services, he gave them a house and a tract of land
that had already been cleared for cultivation. A specific bequest was made to
Serafin, his youngest son, who was to receive his gun, his shield, and his sword.
The will was signed 18 April 1761, before witnesses José Jaramillo, Baltasar
Martinez, and Silvestre Griego.'” Antonio was buried the following day in the
parish church of Albuquerque.? No record of the death or burial of his widow
has been found.

The nine children of Antonio Gurulé and Antonia Quintana, mentioned in
his will, were:

i. Manucla®’ Gurulé, born 1722,
_ii. Tom4s Gurulé. born 1725.zz . PR TREI ERETIENY & PRI ¥ T T PR
iii. Luisa de Jésus Gurulé, baptized 27 June'173(® ~~ = " "TTTR 0
iv. Juan Antonio Gurulé, baptized 3 June 17332 .

v. Fabiana Gurulé, baptized 22 Jan. 1736.%

vi. Serafin Gurulé, born 1739.% , Ch e
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and a daughter, aged 1. His occupation is given as sheepherder.”® Another
daughter, Maria Bernarda, born ca. 1810, married 30 Oct. 1827, Francisco
Durén.” There have been found no records of baptisms for children of José Maria
Gurulé and Joséfa Candelaria.

iv. Maria Getrudis Gurulé, baptized San Felipe, 8 Mar. 1772.'" On 12 May 1788,

she married Antonio Maria Gonzalez, son of Gaspar Gonzilez and Maria Joséfa
Martinez.'" No further record.

. Maria Guadalupe Gurulé, baptized 15 May 1777, with her aunt Luisa Gurulé

and the latter’s son, Pablo Garcia, serving as padrinos.'® No further informa-
tion.

i. Miguel de San Juan Gurulé, baptized 23 Mar. 1779, with his aunt; Fabiana

Gurulé, serving as padrina.'” No further information.

ii. Vicente Gurulé, born ca. 1782,'™ married by 1800 to Maria Antonia Garcia.'

He was the son whom Juan Antonio entrusted with the important papers that
proved the family's right to the Gallegos Grant.'® Maria Antonia was buried 20
Jul. 1826,'”” and Vicente on 30 Sep. 1846,'™ at Albuquerque. Two sons and three
daughters were baptized for them at Albuquerque and San Felipe.'” Their son,
Juan Antonio (born 1801; married Guadalupe Padilla, 6 Sep. 1824'"), inherited
the Gurulé family documents.'"!

. Juan Isidro Gurulé, born ca. 1785; married 4 Oct. 1802, Juana Marfa Padilla,

daughter of Francisco Padilla and Maria Bernardina Garcia of Isleta parish.
Banns were also announced at San Felipe parish where Juan Isidro was living.'"?
Therc were no children recorded for this couple in the baptismal registers of the
area.

7. Fabiana® Gurulé (Antonio,® Santiago') was born about 1734'" and was
married to Nicolds Montoya by 1752.'"* She was deceased before 18 July 1779
when a premarital investigation was held for her daughter, Maria Pascuala
Montoya, and José Antonio Lépez.'"* The previous 23 March 1779, she had
served as padrina for a nephew.''® Fabiana and Nicolas were the parents of
eight children:

39

40
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. were named.'® No further information. . .. . axs
. Bernarde Montoya, baptized 27 Dec. 1769.'" No further information.
i. Juan Jos¢ Montoya, baptized at San Felipe, 22 Apr. 1772.'3 No further

i. Maria Andrea‘ Montoya, baptized 30 Nov. 1752 in Albuquerque.’"” She married

José Antonio Lucero 12 Jul. 1766.""* There is a record of a daughter, Maria
Getrudis Lucero, who married Salbador Antonio Maese at Cochiti, 14 Jul. 1781,
after Maria Andrea was deceased.'® The last document of record for Maria
Andrea is dated 18 Aug. 1780, at which time she and her husband served as
padrinos for Maria del Carmen Griego.'™ José Antonio Lucero married a second
time to Maria Manuela Marquez, 28 Oct. 1784, in Santa Fe."”

il. Marija Pascuala de Jésus Montoya, baptized 20 Nov. 1758.'2 She married 18 Jul.

1779, José Antonio Ldpez, son of Toribio Lépez and Antonia Trujillo of
Vallecitos, following a pre-marital investigation conducted at Jémez.'” No
further information.

iii. José Cipriano Montoya, baptized 18 Sep. 1767.'* He married Antonia Mestas,

following a pre-marital investigation at Jémez, 9 Aug. 1789.'* The investigation
revealed that they were both descendants of the Quintana family, and they were
given a special dispensation. No further information.

iv. Ana Quiteria Montoya, for whom no baptismal or marriage record has been

found. Her identity as a child of Fabiana and Nicolds is established by a
baptismal record for a daughter born to her (Marfa Balveneda Benita, baptized
Santa Ana, 3 Apr. 1783), in which document the infant's maternal grandparents

‘information.
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ii. Maria Apolonia Chavez, baptized at San Felipe, 14 Apr. 1768."® No further
information.
iii. Maria Cecilia Chavez, baptized 28 Feb. 1770;"*' married at Bernalillo, 5 Mar.
1786, Juan de la Cruz Barela. son of Mariano Barela and Maria Rosa
Gallegos.'? No further information.
Maria Petra Chavez, baptized 29 Apr. 1772.'" On 27 Aug. 1786, she married
José Mariano Barela, the brother of Juan de la Cruz Barela."™ No further
information.
Maria Getrudis Chavez, baptized 17 Oct. 1774 at San Felipe.'® No further
information.
Maria Manucla Sabrina Chévez, baptized ca. 1775; married ca. 1792 Agustin
Archibeque. Maria's parentage was proved when she served as a padrina, with
her brother Juan Cristébal, 8 Mar. 1779, to a son of Juan Antonio Chévez. The
record identifies them as children of José¢ Chédvez and Elena Gurulé.'*® Her
marriage to Agustin Archibeque is documented by the diligencia for their son,
Gaspar Antonio Archibeque, and Maria Reyes Mirabal.'” A second son,
Mathias, married Maria Manuela Sanchez, 12 Oct. 1820.'®
Juan Cristobal Chavez is placed as a member of the José Chivez-Elena Gurulé
family by the record created when he and his sister, Maria Manuela Sabrina,
were young padrinos at a family baptism.'®® No further information.
Maria Angela Chévez, baptized 20 Aug. 1777, at San Felipe.'™ No further
information. )
Ysidro Antonio Chivez, the youngest child of José¢ Chévez and Elena Gurulé,
was born in Bernalillo and baptized at Santa Ana, 21 May 1781." He was
marricd to Maria Jacinta Lujin, a fact confirmed by the pre-marital investiga-
tion of their son, Cayetano, when the latter married Maria Dolores Romero, 23
Feb. 1838, in Albuquerque.'” o

55 iv.

56 v.

57 vi.

58 wvii.

59  viii.

60  ix.

10. Maria Francisca’ Gurulé (Antonio, Santiago'), was baptized 9 October
1743 in Albuquerque.'” Francisca married Diego Borrego, the natural son of
Diego Visquez Borrego, about 1758. Their oldest son gave his age as
twenty-five during a premarital investigation at Santa Cruz, in 1784, prior to
his union with Maria Viviana Sandoval of Quemado.'” Many of the children of
this couple were baptized at San Felipe while they were living on Borrego
property at San Isidro. Their two youngest children were baptized at San Juan
after they moved to the Rio Arriba country. According to Spanish Archives of
New Mexico, Series 1, Diego Borrego was involved in a number of civil
suits—a lawsuit with Juan Ignacio Mestas, in 1772; a dispute with Juana
Maria Baca over land at Cuyamungue; and a suit against him by Mariano
Pefia, in 1799, over stock due him under contract.'” No death records are
available on the couple. Known children were:

61 i. Diego Antonio* Borrego, born ca. 1759, was living in Cuyamunﬁue when he
married Maria Viviana Sandoval, at Santa Cruz, on 21 Aug. 1784."" A daughter
was baptized there at Santa Cruz, 21 Dec. 1794." No further information.

62 ii. Juan Domingo Borrego, baptized 11 Jul. 1763 in Albuguerque.'™ He was living
in San Isidro when his first wife, Barbara Trujillo, died; he married a second time
on 27 Apr. 1799 at Jémez, to Juana Maria Montoya.'™ A daughter, Maria
Francisca Romula, was baptized at Jémez, 24 Feb. 1805, after Juan Domingo’s

I death,'® . L Y PR R t.-'-»i.-',vg§~i~.&-i}'—é PR TINEY PR A

63  iii. José Ignacio Borrego, baptized at Jémez, 15 Sep. 1768." No further informa-

tion. -

Elena Gurulé and José Chévez serving as padrinos.™ No further information. = """

. Marfa Leonisia Borrego, baptized at San Felipe, 13 Jin. 1711, with her aunt . . .
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65 . v. Maria Juliana Borrego, born at San Isidro and baptized at San Felipe, 25 Dec.
1772." On 9 Nov. 1786, at Santa Cruz, she married José Guadalupe Martin, son
of Salvador Martin and Maria Manucla Trujillo of San Buenaventura de

. .:i, - Chimayo.'" Nofurther information., .voc ...+ - .. . - .

66  vi. Maria del Carmen Borrego, born at Bosque on the Rio Arriba; baptized San
Juan, 26 Jul. 1775." She was married by 1795 to Antonio José Mestas, a
daughter having been baptized at Jémez 19 Jul. 1795."* They lived at San Isidro
most of their married lives. Twelve children were baPtized at Jémez, the last
being Maria Edubigen Mestas, baptized 25 Oct. 1819.'"

67  vii. Francisco Antonio Borrego, baptized at San Juan 4 Sep. 1777.'% His wife was
Victoria Mora Castillo, a fact confirmed by the record of the baptism of their
granddaughter, Maria Isabel de la Trinidad Borrego, 9 Nov. 1832, at the
Castrense (Military Chapel) in Santa Fe. The father of the child was their son,
Francisco Borrego, a soldier at the Presidio in Santa Fe, married to Salome
Padilla.'®® There is no record of other children born to Francisco Borrego by
Victoria or any other wife.

11. Manuelita’ Gurulé (Antonio,” Santiago'), the youngest child of Antonio
Gurulé and Antonia Quintana, was born about 1746 in Albuquerque.” On 6
May 1761, she married Juan Paulin Siiz, son of the deceased Captain
Francisco Saiz and Juana de Herrera."”' Juan Paulin was buried in Albuquer-
que, 13 May 1780.'? There are records of four children:

68 i. Maria de los Dolores® Saiz, baptized 19 Apr. 1772;"* married 8 Jun. 1786, Pedro
Nolasco Martinez of Alameda, son of Vicente Martinez and Antonia Rita
Lobate.'

69 ii. Miguel Antonio Bonifacio Siz, baptized 14 May 1775."”

70  iii. Juan Bautista Saiz, married by 1824 to Maria Getrudis Torres, a fact confirmed
by the birth of a son Miguel Antonio on 13 Oct. 1824.'% A daughter and two
more sons were baptized for this couple. After the death of Maria Getrudis, he
married Maria Ramona Sanchez, widow of Juan Salazar, 12 June 1843, in Ala-
meda.'” They were the parents of a son, born 28 Apr. 1844.'%

71 iv. José Reymundo Sdiz, baptized 9 Feb. 1779." No further information.
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