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Overview & Burials — by Scott B. Wesson

The Beginning of Temporarily-Named Mode-McEntire Cemetery ~ no prior
known name

On the brisk, sunny morning of December 12, 2012, Robert Davis and I met at the
Mode-McEntire Cemetery on Elliott Farm Road just south of Polkville. Our intent was
to prepare for the scouts’ clean-up of the cemetery by flagging the graves we could find,
thus giving a basic outline to the cemetery and providing locations of individual graves,
so that while work is taking place these graves can be protected from any further
disturbance.

A few months back, Kay Powell indicated that when she visited the graves several
years ago, there appeared to be 30 or more stones lying in the pristine woods. When 1
visited with the Cody family recently, their son Scotty recalled possible 50-60 graves.
Today, Robert and [ grappled with the briars and wrestled through the undergrowth
tinding and marking 50 graves, and a few more small stones appearing to be broken off
larger ones. We were both excited to have discovered this many.

It looks as if there are 9 or 10 rows in the cemetery and each row may contain
about 8 to 16 graves. We estimated there could easily be another 50, or more, graves.
After our venture today, the devastation from the logging activities was sadly more
apparent. Robert, nor I, found any sign of the remaining 5 or 6 marked graves — one of
which we know is William B. McEntire, and another a Powell. As the scouts clear the
area, we are optimistic that we will find many more gravestones under logs, limbs, vines
and saplings.

The significance of the Mode-McEntire Cemetery has great magnitude. Prior to
Union Baptist Church being formed in the mid-1800°s, it seems this cemetery was where
many community folk were laid to rest during the 1800 to 1855 period. Already it is
known that members of the Mode, McEntire, Powell, Williamson and Hord families are
buried here. Intense research during the past few months, beyond previous McEntire and
Mode searches, has revealed much information that substantiates the importance of the
cemetery as a central place of burial for the people of the surrounding area. Over a 80
year period, 100 or so folks were laid to rest there. Today’s efforts made for a good day
and a good way to bring in 2013.

Burials in the Mode-McEntire Cemetery, Cleveland Co., NC

As of today’s date, January 12, 2013, the known burials in the Mode-McEntire
Community Cemetery are:

Elizabeth (A or N) Hoard
Died July 1, 1854 Aged 33 years (possibly 93 years)
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Selah Moode (Mode) |
Died Aug 1845 in her (8") year (possibly 84™ or 34™ Year)

Nancy Williamson
Died Aug 19, 1833 Aged 58 years 7 months

Mary N. Williamson
Died March 5, 1844 Aged 6 years 10 months
Note: Mary was daughter of Nancy Williamson (above)

Auchihgld “Baldy” Williamson
Note: Daldy was husband of Nancy Williamson (above) and is buried next to her.
His grave is marked with only a fieldstone — and it is there. He was born on April 13, 1794 and
died Aug. 15, 1875. This information per Williamson family documents.

William B. McEntire
Note: I have not seen this grave yet, but Kay Powell has seen it. William was born ca 1818 and
died in late 1877.

Powell
Note: 1 have not seen this grave yet, but David Powell, Kay’s husband, has seen it when they
visited the cemetery a few years ago.

Civil War Veteran — Unknown identity at this time without further research. Nearby neighbor, Henry
Clayton & wife, knew of the beautiful marker, which was stolen a number of years ago. This person was
very likely Benjamin N. Powell, son of William Powell and Nancy Mode Powell. If so, the following
pertains: Benjamin N. Powell - ca 1829 — died 1867, son of William & Nancy Mode Powell.
Served in Co. I, 38" Infantry Regiment as a Private from 1861 — 1864 in the Civil War for
North Carolina.

Other people who are, without doubt, buried in this cemetery:

Ransom McEntire - son of William B. McEntire who was born in late 1860°s and is said to have lived
about four months.

Rebecca Mode McEntire - 1* wife of William B. McEntire and who was niece to Samuel Mode and
daughter of Mary Mode (Samuel’s sister) and Caleb Ellis. Rebecca died in late 1850°s.

Mary Polly Mode (Bartee) McEntire — 2™ wife of William B. McEntire, also a niece of Samuel Mode and
daughter of Mary Mode and Caleb Ellis. Polly had previously been married to a Bartee. Polly died in
1884.

Samuel Mode - son of William Mode who lived on the 120 acres he inherited from his father, lived with
William B. McEntire, sold the land to William in 1863, and died October 1874. Rebecca Mode (above)
lived with Samuel prior to marrying William McEntire.

Isaac Mode - brother to Samuel (above) who died ca 1815 and had lived on the adjoining 80 acres his
father, William, left to him.

William Mode -~ father to Samuel and Isaac (above). William originally purchased the land the cemetery in
on in 1796, a 200 acre tract, from Joseph Gregory. William died early 1810 — possibly the earliest grave in
cemetery.

Nancy Mode - wife of William Mode and mother of Samuel and Isaac Mode. Nancy died sometime
between 1820 and 1830,

79












ESWAU HUPPEDAY, Volume XXXIII, No. 3

William Earl is buried in the Adams Family Cemetery in southeastern Cleveland
County.

Martin Elliott is buried in the Elliott Family Cemetery located three miles west of
Shelby, Cleveland County, North Carolina.

Frederick Hambright was born 17 May 1727 and died 9 March 1817. He married
Mary, daughter of John Dover, on 15 August 1781. Mary was born 9 January 1762 and
died 5 May 1835. He had seven children David, Henry, Josiah, Susan, Charlotte, Sophia
and Mary. Other children by previous marriage(s) are Frederick and Benjamin..

Price Hamrick - Can someone help us with Price Hamrick?
David Hardin — Could this be the David Hardin buried off Christopher Rd in Shelby?

Housand Harrill — we have many people who are descended from Housand Harrill,
perhaps one of them would like to contribute an article about him and his family.

William Holland was born in 1747 and died 19 September 1837. He is buried in the
Young Family Cemetery, off Cliffside Highway, Boiling Springs, southwestern
Cleveland County, North Carolina.

William Humphries was born 4 June 1760 and died 23 December 1820. He was
originally buried in the Humphries Family Cemetery off Highway 180, Boiling Springs,
Cleveland County, North Carolina. His remains were moved to Camp’s Creek Baptist
Church Cemetery, Cleveland County, North Carolina, located at 2318 Camp’s Creek
Church Road, Mooresboro; approximately eleven miles west of Shelby.

James Irvin died on 15 May 1845 at the age of 82. He is buried in the Irvin Family
Cemetery, two miles southwest of Beaver Dam Baptist Church, six miles west of Shelby,
Cleveland County, North Carolina.

Billie Lucas died on 5 September 1799. He is buried in the Lucas Family Cemetery,
Clover Hill Road, near Lawndale, central Cleveland County, North Carolina.

William Magnas — Can someone help us with William Magnas?

Elliott Martin was born in 1750 and died in 1832. He is buried in the Martin Family
Cemetery near Shelby, Cleveland County, North Carolina.

David McBrayer was born in 1744 and died in 1813. Heis buried in the McBrayer
Family Cemetery, east of Mooresboro, western Cleveland County, North Carolina.

David McElrath — does anyone know about David McElrath?
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William McEntire was born 10 February 1750 and died ca. 1796. He is buried in the
Mode-McEntire Family Cemetery located between Shelby and Polkville, Cleveland
County, North Carolina.

William McKinney was born in 1764 and died 31 October 1857. He is buried in the
McKinney Family Cemetery near Lattimore, western Cleveland County, North Carolina.

Willis McKinney is buried in the McKinney Family Cemetery near Lattimore, western
Cleveland County, North Carolina.

William McSwain — we have McSwain descendents by the score in our area, would one
of you consider telling us about William McSwain and his family?

Benjamin Newton was born 3 February 1748 and died 20 February 1835. He is buried
in the old Clever Hill Cemetery, one-half mile from the present site of Clover Hill
Methodist Church, Casar, Northern Cleveland County, North Carolina.

George Painter — Does anyone know about George Painter?

William Patterson died 7 October 1780 at the Battle of Kings Mountain. He is buried in
the Old Shiloh Presbyterian Church Cemetery, on Mull Farm, southern Cleveland
County, North Carolina, one mile southeast of Grover.

John Pruitt was born in 1756 and died 30 April 1837. He is buried in the Pisgah Baptist
Church Cemetery, near Casar, off Highway 10, northern Cleveland County, North
Carolina.

Martin Roberts was born in 1758 and died in 1834. He is buried in the Roberts Family
Cemetery near Shelby, Cleveland County, North Carolina.

Jermiah Runyan — Does anyone know about Jermiah Runyan?

Gabriel Washburn was born 12 October 1752 and died 8 January 1826. He is buried in
the Washburn Family Cemetery near Lattimore, Cleveland County, North Carolina.

Willis Weathers died in 1840. He is buried in the Weathers Family Cemetery, one-half
mile northeast of Zion Baptist'Church, Cleveland County, North Carolina. The church is
located at 525 West Zion Church Road, Shelby, North Carolina.

David Williams — Does anyone know about David Williams?

Joseph Willis is buried in St. Peter’s United Methodist Church Cemetery, located at 108
St. Peter’s Church Road, Lawndale, central Cleveland County, North Carolina.

Job Wright is buried in the Wright Family Cemetery, in the McBrayer Springs section of
Shelby, Cleveland County, North Carolina.
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The following data was taken by me from inscriptions on tomb stones erected at
graves in original cemetery of old Pisgah A.R.P. Church, formerly situated just eeast of
Kings Mountain on south side of State Higheway in Gaston County, overlooking Baker's
Mill Pond, and enclosed by a well built stone wall. Data was listed July 13th, 1938.
P. Cleveland Gardner,
County Historian
Shelby, North Carolina

William Winter, d. 1845, aged 75 years

Edward Winter, d. 1811, aged

Andrew Falls, d. March 11, 1796, aged 63 years.
Capt. John Ferguson, d. Oct. 26, 1816, aged 26 years.
John Falls, d. April 23, 1828, aged 84 years.

John Wilson, d. June 3, 1844, aged 72 years.

John McGill, d. Feby. 13, 1819, aged 51 years.

John Service, d. Nov.6, 1799, aged 30 years.

John Gammey(Gammy) d. Feby .25, 1826, aged 81 years.
Samuel Wilson, d.Nov. 22, 1803, aged 80 years.
Margaret Wilson d. June 9, 1857, aged 97 years.

Thomas Ferguson, d. June 26, 1832, aged 72 years.
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Andrew Carson, d. Jan. 20, 1799, aged 55 years.

Andrew Falls, d. May 26, 1840. aged 71 years.

Note: This cemetery has a fine stone wall erected around it about three and one-half

feet high, and some two and one-half thick, with hand made iron gate at Southside.

It is a large grave yard and one of the oldest in Western North Carolina. there are
more Revolutionary War soldiers bvuried in this cemetery than any grave yard I have

ever seen. the farm on which this cemetery is now located is owned by Dr. Ramsour
of Kings Mountain, N.C., and has been cleaned off by him several times within the
last six or eight years.
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Please make check paysble to Broad Bifer Genealoglcal Society.

Add $5 per year for foreign subscrjptions. Speciof Offer #594. NORTH CA2OLINA
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