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“Aunt Caroline” Dye
By Heather Wright Robbins

Caroline Dye (c.1840-1918) was a regionally known seer. Born a slave in SC she was brought to
Independence County Arkansas as a girl by her owners, the Tracy’s. After the Civil War, she
married farmer Martin Dye, in 1901 the couple settled in Newport.

This past Spring I visited my grandparents in Arkansas. My grandmother, knowing my interest in
family history, always tries to give me days to research. One family outing took us to
Jacksonport, in Jackson County Arkansas. This port, on the White River, is where my
grandfathers Pearsons landed in Arkansas from Alabama. His Pearsons were originally from
Marlboro County SC. In touring their wonderful old courthouse that had been beautifully
restored, I encountered the following newspaper articles on display. (C.G. Reed is my Great-great
grand father on my mother’s father’s side.) My grandfather had never seen the article before, but
afterwards recalled a time when his grandfather mentioned having to travel by train to see a
colored woman. He said old George use to keep an eye on him when he was little for his grandpa.
It’s a good read I hope you enjoy it.

“Newport Weekly Independent “ - April 2, 1909
Jacksonport in Jackson County Arkansas

“Aunt Caroline Dye, an aged negress whose reputation as a fortune teller and seeress seems to be
reaching a statewide mark, has again been appealed to by delegates from an assembly of 400
citizens of White and Lonoke counties, to reveal the identity of the negro fiend, who recently
assaulted a Miss Warren of that section. These delegates, C.G. Reed white and George Thomas
colored, last week visited this negress, who claims forensic powers, and were told that Albert
Turner, the negro under arrest, was not the man. Aunt Caroline at this time claimed that she cold
not reveal the guilty one, but promised to do so yesterday. Her agent here, however, last night
wired the Austin people that she had nothing to give out. This did not satisfy the aroused white
residents and again they dispatched Reed and Thomas to this city for further revelations.

A reporter was present at this interview Friday morning. Pulling forth the finger marked deck of
cards by which she discloses past, present and future, the old negress of 66 years dressed in black
and a tidy white apron to add to the looks of the old timer of slavery days, began her story. In
accustomed oracular ambiguity and the freedom often used by the negro with big words, the gist
of her advice to the men was that the negro under arrest was not the man, but that the criminal
was brown but not yellow skinned negro, slender, and of medium size. With these rather definite
clues, they were sent home for further search.”

The following were also in the display at the museum.

Something of Negress’ Life This old time negro is the recipient of 20 to 30 letters every day
from people who want to find lost articles, strayed stock, others who want her judgment on
investments and many others from both sexes who have troubles of the heart. Such information is
her stock in trade, she gives it away, such as it is, and asks "nary a penny". In fact she often
refuses money and is said to be very charitable. Her home is worth probably $2000 (c.1900) and
she is also the owner of about 300 acres of Jackson Co. Land, her entire estate being estimated at
from $10,000 to $ 15,000. Aunt Caroline Dye was born in Spartanburg, South Carolina and was
the slave of Billie Tracy. She came to Arkansas after her master’s death with Mrs. Tracy, the
widow, and located at the head of oil trough bottom. Even when six years of age, she was tied to
the bed posts and made to tell what was to happen, being regarded as foolish by her owners, yet
with remarkable powers, at least such is her claim.
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# Name Acres Grant # Date Issued Date Entered
91 Bridges, William 24 93 11 Nov 1871 15 Jul 1871

4 Cannon, William F 16 22 23 Nov 1850 24 Jul 1850
42 Cansler, Peter 29 43 8 Dec 1854 7 Jun 1853
159 | Capps, JW 1-1/16 17121 26 Feb 1908 23 Apr 1907
16 Carpenter, Samuel 24 6 15 Dec 1848 23 Dec 1847
92 Carter, Randolph 18-1/2 94 19 Apr 1872 6 Nov 1871
15 Clark, James W 2 5 15 Dec 1848 24 Aug 1847
99 Clark, Mrs. Mary M 3-3/8 101 20 Nov 1877 6 Feb 1877
98 Clemmer, John 12-1/2 99 4 Sep 1875 25 Nov 1874
113 | Craft, AP 5 115 26 Aug 1884 2 May 1883

1 Dameron, Aaron 94 19 8 Feb 1850 10 May 1849
21 Dameron, Aaron 16 11 20 Jan 6 Apr 1847
22 Dameron, Aaron 14 12 20 Jan 1849 4 Aug 1847
23 Dameron, Aaron 50 12 20 Jan 1849 4 Aug 1847

3 Dameron, Aaron 10 21 23 Nov 1850 31 Nov 1848
140 | Dameron, JTR 3-1/2 13067 27 Aug 1896 29 Jan 1896
154 Dameron, J TR 3-3/4 14609 25 Jul 1901 4 Feb 1901
121 Davis, Albert 1-1/2 8098 7 Apr 1887 24 Jun 1886

2 Davis, James 6 20 19 Aug 1850 26 Oct 1847
57 Derr, Valentine 106 62 25 Nov 1856 6 Nov 1854
61 Dick, Peter 2 60 25 Nov 1856 24 Apr 1855
76 Dickey, James Jr 91 81 29 Dec 1860 18 Aug 1857
26 Dickson, John J 61 16 16 May 1849 16 Oct 1847
26 Dickson, John J 61 16 16 May 1849 16 Oct 1847
130 Dickson, Mrs. N J 7-1/4 11103 25 Aug 1891 3 Aug 1891
131 Dickson, Mrs. N J 4 11104 25 Aug 1891 5 Mar 1891
163 | Elmore, WO 1-1/2 17656 23 Jun 1911 2 Feb 1911

9 Falls, John 3-1/5 27 7 Dec 1850 19 Feb 1850
135 Farris, TC 1-1/3 12236 9 Aug 1893 13 Feb 1893
1657 Farris, Wiley G 10-1/4 16330 24 Oct 1904 9 Feb 1904
162 | Featherstone, J W 3 17531 28 Apr 1910 18 Dec 1905
30 Ferguson, George W 17 31 4 Oct 1851 4 Sep 1848
125 Fite, Burrel H 2 10278 3 Oct 1890 16 Aug 1890
144 | Flum, Frederick 17 13586 18 Apr 1898 14 Feb 1898
20 Ford, Amzi 91 10 15 Dec 1848 5 Dec 1846
17 Ford, Andrew 29-1/2 7 15 Dec 1848 21 Feb 1848
124 Ford, SM 1- 9911 13 Feb 1890 9 Oct 1888
86 Ford, William B 7-1/2 88 22 Mar 1869 8 Feb 1869
33 Froneberger, Daniel 98 34 27 Dec 1852 21 Jul 1851
55 Froneberger, Jackson 53 56 25 Apr 1855 11 Sep 1855
158 Froneberger, Jacob F 1-1/2 16750 26 Jul 1806 21 Sep 1905
11 Froneberger, John 17 1 15 Dec 1848 1 Apr 1847
21 Gamble, Joseph 16 11 20 Jan 6 Apr 1847
145 | Gantt, AG 2-3/4 13654 25 Aug 1898 13 May 1898
96 Gamett, JW 9 98 2 Mar 1875 19 May 1874
96 Gamett, R H 9 98 2 Mar 1875 19 May 1874
47 Gaston, James A 35 48 8 Dec 1854 26 Apr 1853

7 Gaston, James A 28 25 23 Nov 1850 22 Oct 1849
120 | Gaston, John M 11-1/2 8072 4 Apr 1887 14 Dec 1885
48 Goforth, Preston 100 49 22 Dec 1854 27 Oct 1853
49 Goforth, Preston 75 50 22 Dec 1854 24 Apr 1854
94 Gowen, Austin 52-1/2 97 2 Jun 1874 5 Jan 1874
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# Name Acres Grant # Date Issued Date Entered
139 | Groves, John W 5-3/18 13058 7 Aug 1896 20 Apr 1896
138 | Groves,RA 1-1/2 13057 7 Aug 1896 30 Mar 1896
60 Harmon, D G 16 59 25 Nov 1856 13 Apr 1855
37 Harrelson, James F 34 38 27 Dec 1852 16 Feb 1852
27 Henderson, James A 9 17 6 Aug 1849 27 Jan 1849
28 Henderson, James A 5 18 6 Aug 1849 27 Jan 1849
62 Henry, Isaac 42+ 61 25 Nov 1856 15 Dec 1854
39 Hoffman, Miles 6 40 27 Dec 1852 24 Sept 1852
58 Hoffman, Miles 32 63 25 Nov 1856 14 Aug 1855
89 Hoffman, Miles 14 91 22 Apr 1870 24 Jan 1870
35 Homesly, Amos 9 36 27 Dec 1852 20 Jan 1852
138 | Hooper, JP 1-172 13057 7 Aug 18396 30 Mar 1896
137 Hoover, J L 3+ 12985 15 Apr 1896 4 Mar 1895
109 | Houser, JC 8-1/2 111 21 Sep 1883 19 May 1883
110 | Houser, JC 11-1/2 112 21 Sep 1883 19 May 1883
83 Hovis, Philip 236 84 2 Sep 1861 20 Oct 1861
83 Huffstetler, Logan 20-1/2 96 2 Jun 1874 14 Oct 1873
97 Huffstetler, Logan 13-1/4 100 7 Sep 1875 30 Oct 1874
142 Huffstettler, S B 5-1/2 13267 30 Apr 1897 13 Apr 1896
128 | Jenkins, A J 3-7116 10963 29 May 1891 24 Jan 1891
51 Jenkins, Smith 6-1/2 52 22 Dec 1854 4 Feb 1854
106 | Kendrick, James W 8 108 26 Oct 1882 9 May 1882
52 Kiser, George 15 53 22 Dec 1854 1 May 1854
34 Kiser, Isaac 9 35 27 Dec 1852 12 Aug 1851
78 Kiser, Jacob 10 78 8 Feb 1860 2 Sep 1859
90 Kiser, Jacob 5+ 92 11 Nov 1871 21 Oct 1871
100 Kiser, Jacob Jr 3 102 16 Apr 1879 4 Feb 1879
75 Kiser, Philip 8 82 13 Apr 1861 22 Dec 1860
43 Kizer, Levi 9 44 8 Dec 1854 10 Jan 1853

) Linebarger, Eli 16 23 23 Nov 1850 24 Jul 1849
101 Long, NR 9 103 13 Jun 1881 10 Feb 1881
117 | long, PR 10 7546 6 Feb 1886 28 Apr 1884
38 Love, Andrew 16 39 19 Apr 1852 27 Dec 1852
33 Lowe, William 98 34 27 Dec 1852 21 Jul 1851
155 | Lutiz, DF 6-1/2 14891 28 May 1902 6 Feb 1902
12 Mauney, Lawson 4-1/2 2 15 Dec 1848 6 Apr 1847
40 Mauney, Michael 60 41 9 Mar 1854 19 Jan 1853
126 | Mauney, SP 17 10429 19 Dec 1890 27 Oct 1890
119 Mauney, W A 7-1/4 7870 18 Nov 1886 27 Feb 1886
68 McCarty, Jacob 18+ 69 28 Dec 1858 20 Dec 1855
56 McCullough, Robert F 25 57 4 May 1855 10 Jun 1854
66 McGill, John 10+ 67 29 May 1858 1 Feb 1856
70 McGill, Thomas P 54 71 22 Aug 1859 28 Apr 1859
81 McGill, Thomas P 35 85 7 Feb 1862 21 Feb 1860
118 McGinnis, John J 7-112 7711 22 May 1886 28 Apr 1884
67 McGinnis, WW 22+ 68 2 Sep 1858 22 Jan 1858
19 McGinnis, Wiley W 12-1/2 9 15 Dec 1848 21 Aug 1848
53 Melon, George 11 54 5 Feb 1855 28 Feb 1854
104 | Moore, John C 10-1/2 106 12 Dec 1881 5 Nov 1880
129 | Morris, JA 2-112 11102 25 Aug 1891 2 Mar 1891
10 Murrell, Isaac 22 28 7 Dec 1850 10 Apr 1850
13 Ormand, Benjamin 97 3 15 Dec 1848 7 Apr 1847
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